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ADVERTISEMENT.— (1833.) 

Sir Walter Scott transniiited from Naples, in February, 1832, an Intro- 
duction for Castle DANOEnoua; but if he ever wrote one for a second 
Edition of RoEEKT OF Paris, it has not been discovered among his papers. 

Some notes, chiefly extracts from the boohs which he had been observed 
to oonsult while dictating this novel, are now Appended to its pa^es ; and ia 
odditjon to what the author had given in the shape of historical informalion 
respecting the principal realpersons introduced, the reader is here (iresen ted 
witli what may probably amuse him, the pasaage of the Alesiad, in which 
Anna Comnena describes the incident which originally, no doubt, determined 
Sir Walter's choice of a hero. 

May, A.». 1097. — "As for the multitude of those who advanced towards 
the afiBAT ciTf, let it be enough to say that they were as the stars in the 
heaven, or as the sand upon the sea-shore. They were, in the words of 
Homer, as mani/ as the leaves and fiowers of spring. But for the names of 
the leaders, though they are present in ay memory, I will not relate them. 
The numbers of Uiese would alone deter me, even if my language furnished 
the means of expressing their barbarous sounds; and for what purpose 
should 1 afSict my readers with a long enumeration of the names of those, 
whose visible presence gave so much horror to all that beheld them ? 

" As soon, therefore, as they approached the Great City, they occupied 
the station appointed for them by the Emperor, near to the monastery of 
Cosmidius. Eat this multitude were not, like the Hellenic one of old, to be 
restrained and governed by the loud voices of nine heralds; they required 
the constant superintendence of chosen and valiant soldiers, to keep them 
from violating the commauds of tho Emperor. 

" He, meantime, laboured to obtain from the other leaders that aclcnow- 
ledgmont of his Ba(>reme authority, which had already been drawn from 
Godfrey [rewo^jpf] himself But, notwithstanding the willingness of some 
to accede to this proposal, and their assistance in working on the minds of 
their associates, the Emperor's endeavours had little success, as the majority 
were looking for the arrival of Bohemund [BiH|«oi^o;], in whom they placed 
their ohief conftdenoej and resorted to every art with the view of gaining 
time. Tho Emperor, whom it was not easy to deceive, penetrated their 
motives ; and by granting to one povverful person demands which had been 
snpposed out of all bounds of expectation, and by resorting to a variety of 
A 2 (5) 
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this 

" All, therefore, being aBsBmbled, and Godfrey among them, the oath was 
tnken ; but wbon all 'vros iinishcd, a, certain Noble among theeo Counts liad 
the audacity to seat himself on the throne of the Emperor, [Tojfiimos ti; 

atto liavtav tav xofnjtiM iiryettjs us -iov BxifinaSa tov BocriAfuf ixaSioivJj Tha 
Emperor restrained himself and said nothing, for he was well acqu^nted 
of old with the natare of the Latins. 

" But the Count Baldwin [BoXBomw)!] etepping forth, and isir'ng hira by 
the hand, dragged him thenoe, and with many reproaches sii 1 It hecomca 
Ihce not to do suah things here, especially after having taken the oath of 
fealty. [SovMiav iliioa;t:o,iui^.] It is not the custom of the Boman Emperors 
to permit any of their inferiors to sit beside them, not even of luch as are 
'born Bubjects of their empire ; and it is necesaary to respect the cust^ims 
of the conntry.' But he, answering nothing to Baldwin, stared yet more 
fisodly upon the Emperor, and muttered to himself something in his oun 
dialect, which, being interpreted, was to this effect — ' Behold, what ruatio 
fellow [^upiTigt] is this, to be seated alone while such leaders stand around 
himl' The movement of his lips did not escape the Emperor, who called 
to him one that understood the Latin dialect, and enquired what words the 
man had spoken. When he heard tbom, the Emperor siud nothing to the 
Other Latins, bot kept the thing to himself. When, however, the business 
was all oyer, he oalled near to him by himself that swelling and shameless 
Latin [viitflj>^iiota ixtanar xat amubti], and asked of him, who he was, of what 
lineage, and from what region ha had come. 'I am a Frank,' said he, 'of 
pure blood, of the Nobles. One thing I know, that where three roads meet 
in the place from which I came, there is an ancient church, in which who- 
soever has the desire to measure himself against another in sincle combat^ 
o help him therein, and afterwards abides the coming of one 
a encounter him. At that spot long time did I remain, but tha 
n bold enough to stand gainst me i found not,' Hearing these words 
the Emperor ssjd, 'If hitherto thou hast sought battles in vain, the time is 
at hand which will furnish thee with abundance of them. And I advise 
thee to place thyself neither before the phalanx, nor in its rear, but to 
stand fast in the midst of thy feiiow-soidiers ; for of old time I am well 
acquainted with the warfare of the Turks.' With such advice he dismissed 
not only this man, but tha rest of those who were about to depart on that 
espedition." — Alexiad, Book s. pp, 237, 238. 

Dueange, as is mentioned in the novel, identifies the church, thus de- 
scribed by the crusader, with that of Ovr Lady of Soissons, of which a 
French poet of the days of Louis VII. says — 

"" ° °'DDo'iKG°EinJ!ei5od;p. S6. 

The Prineosg Anna Comnena, It may be proper to observe, was born on 
the first of December, a. ». 1083, and was consequently in her fifteenth year 
when the chiefs of the first crusade made their appearance in her father's 
court. Even then, however, it is not improbable that she might have been 
the wife of Nioephorus Bryeunius, whom, many years after nis deaUi, she 
speaks of in her history as •tw enov Kotaopo, and in other terms ecjually 
affectionate. The bitterness with which she uniformly mentions Bohe- 
mnnd. Count of Tarentum, afterwards Prince of Antioch, has. however, 
been ascribed to a disappointment in love ; and on one remarkable occasion, 
the Princess certainly expressed great contempt of her husband. I am 
aware of no other authorities for the liberties taken with this lady's con- 
jugal character in the novel. 

Her husband, Nioephorus Bryenniue, was the grandson of the person of 
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that name, who figures in history as the rival, in a contest for the imperial 
thione, of Nicephorus Botoniatos. Ha was, on hia marriage Mith Anna 
Comnena, invested with the rank of Panhyp&sebaslos, or Onmiam Auffus- 
ti^simus ; but Alexius deeply offended him, hy afterwards reeogniaing the 
Buparior and simpler dignity of a Sebasfm. His eminent qualities, both in 
peace and war, are ndtnowledged by Gibbon; and he has left ns four 
books of Memoirs, detailing the early part of hia father-in-law's history, 
and valuable as being the work of an eye-witness of the most important 
events which he describes. Anna Comnena appears to have considered it 
her duty to take up the task which her husband had not lived to oonipJete ; 
and hence the Alesiad — certainly, with all its defects, the first historical 
work that has as yet proceeded from a female pen. 

" The life of the Emperor Alexina," (says Gibbon,) " has been delineated 
by the pen of a favourite daughter, who was inspired by tender regard for 
his pevaou, and a laudable zeai to perpetuate his virtues, Consaious of the 
just suapioion of her readera, the Prinoeaa repeatedly protests, that, besides 
her personal knowledge, she had searched the discouraes and writings of the 
most respectable veterana; and that after an interval of thirty years, for- 
gotten by, and forgetful of the world, her mournful solitude was inaceeaaiblo 
to hope and fear ! that truth, the naked perfect truth, was more dear than 
the memory of her parent. Yet instead of the simplicity of style and nar- 
rative which wins our belief, an elaborate affectation of rhetoric and science 
betrays in every page the vanity of a female author. The genuine character 
of Alexius ia lost in a vague constellation of virtues ; and the perpetual strain 
of panegyric and apology awakens our jealousy, to question the veracity of 
the historian, and the merit of her hero. We cannot, however, refuse hor 
judicious and important remark, that the disorders of the times were the 
misfortune and the glory of Alexius ; and that every calamity which can 
afflict a declining empire was accumulated on his reign by the justice of 
Heaven and the vices of his predecessors. In the east, the vietorioua Turks 
had spread, from Peraia to the Hellespont-, the reign of the Koran and the 
Crescent; the west waa invaded by the adventurous valour of the Normans; 
and, in the momenta of peace, the Danube poured forth new swarms, who 
had gained in the science of war what the^ nad lost in the ferociousness of 
their manners. The sea was not less hostile than the land ; and, while the 
frontiers were assaulted by an open enemy, the palace was distracted with 
secret conspiracy and treason. 

"On a sudden, the banner of the Cross waa displayed by the Latins; 
Europe waa precipitated on Asia; and Constantinople had almoat been 
swept away by this impetuous deluge. In the tempest Alexius steered the 
Imperial vessel with dexterity and courage. At the head of hia armies, he 
waa bold in action, skilful in stratagem, patient of fatigue, ready to improve 
his advantages, and rising from his defeals with ineshaustible vigour. The 
discipline of the camp was reversed, and a new generation of men and 
soldiers waa created by the precepts and example of their leader. In his 
intercourse with the Latins, Alexins was patient and artful; hia discerning 
eye pervaded the new system of an unknown world. 

" The increase of the male and female branches of hia family adorned the 
throne, and secured tlie succession; but their princely luxury and pride 
ofiended the patricians, exhausted the revenue, and insulted the misery of 
the people. Anna ia a faithful witness that his happiness waa destroyed 
and fiis health broken by the carea of a public life ; the patience of Constan- 
tinople was fatigued by the length and severity of his reign ; and before 
Aloxina expired, he had lost the love and reverence of his subjects. The 
clergy could not forgive his applicaiaon of the sacred riches to the defence 
of the state ; but they applauded hia theological learning, and ardent zeal 
for the orthodox faith, which he defended with hia tongue, his pen, and his 
sword. Even the sincerity of his moral and religious virtues was suspected 
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by the persona who had passed tlieir lives ia his confidenee 

hours, when he Tvaa pressed by hia ■wife Irene to alter the 

raised hia head, and breathed a pioaa ^aculntion on the vanity of the 'vrodd. 

The indignant reply of the Empreas may be inaeribed aa an epitnph on his 

tomb, — 'Tou die, as you haTe hved — a hypocrite,' 

" It was the wish of Irene to supplant tlie eldest of her aona in fayour of 
her dnughter, the Princess Annn, whose philosophy would not have refused 
the weight of a, diadem. But the order of male aucoeaaion was asserted by 
the friends of their country ; the lawful heir drew the royal aignet from the 
finger of hia insensible or conaeioua father, and the empire obeyed the master 
of the palace. Anna Comnena was stimulated by ambition and revenge to 
conspire against the life of her brotlier ; and when the design waa prevented 
by the fears or scruples of lier husband, she pasaionateij eaclaimed that 
nature had mistaken the two sexea, and had endowed Bryennins with the 
soul of a. woman. After the discovery of her treason, the life and fortune 
of Anna were justly forfeited to the laws. Her life was spared by the 
clemency of the Emperor, but he visited the pomp and treasures of har 
palace, and bestowed the rich eonflecation on the most deserving of his 
frienda," — History of the Decline and FoU of ike Roman Empire, chap. 

The year of Anna's death is nowhere recorded. She appears to have 
written the Alexiad in a convent ; and to have spent nearly thirty years in 
this retirement, before her bock was published. 

For accurate particulars of the public events touched on in Robert o/" 
PaHs, the reader is referred to the above quoted avithor, chapters slviii. 
xiix. and 1, ; and to the first volume of Mills History of the Crusades. 

J. G. L. 

LoHDOK, ls( Marai, 1833. 
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jedediah cleishbotham a m 



It would ill become me, whose name haa be n p ad al d by thoae 
former ooUections bearing this title of " Tales of ay Landl d and who 
have, by the candid voice of a numerous crowd of la been taught to 
think that I merit not the empty fame alone, but also the more substantial 
rewards, of successful pencrMt — it would, I sity, ill become me fo sufler this 
my youngest literary babe, and, probably at the same time, the last child 
of mine old age, to paas into the world without some such modest apology 
for its defects, as it has been my custom to put forth on preceding occasions 
of the like nature. The world has been sufficiently instructed, of a truth, 
that I am not individually the person to whom is to be ascribed the actual 
inventing or designing of the sobeme upon which these Tales, which men 
have found so pleasing, were originally constructed, as also that neither am 
I the actual workman, who, furniahod by a akilful architect with an accu- 
rate plan, including elevations and directions both genera! and particular, 
harirom thence toiled to bring forth and complete the intended ahape and 
proportion of each division of the edifice. Nevertheless, I have been indis- 
putably the man, who, in placing my name at the head of the undertaking. 
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have rendered mjeelf mainly and principally responsible for its general 
SUO0OS3. When a ship of war goeth forth to battle with her crew, ooiiBiat- 
ing of sundry foremastrmen and various offieers, such subordinate persons 
are not siud to gain or lose the vessel which they have manned oi' attacked, 
(although each -was natheleas sufficientlj actjve in his own departoient',] 
but it is forthwith bruited and noised abroad, without further phrase, that 
Captain Jedediah Cieishbotham hath lost such a seventy-four, or won that 
■whioh, by the united esertions of all thereto pertaining, is taken from tho 
enemy. In the same manner, shame and sorrow it were, if I, the voluntary 
CaptMn and founder of these adventures, after having upon tliree divers 
ocoasions assumed to myself the emolument and reputation thereof, should 
now withdraw myself from the risks of failure proper to this fourth and 
last out-going. No ! I will rather address my associates in this bottom with 
the constant spirit of Matthew Prior's heroine : 

As little, nflyertheless, would it become my years and station not to admit 
without cavil certain errors which may justly be pointed out in these con- 
cluding " Tales of my Landlord," — the last, and, it is manifest, never care- 
fully revised or corrected handiwork, of Mr. Peter Pattison, now no more ; 
the same worthy young man so repeatedly mentioned in these Introductory 
Essays, and never without that tribute to bis good sense and talents, nay, 
even genius, which his contributions to this my undertaking feirly entitled 
him to claim at the hands of his surviving friend and patron. These pages, 
I have said, mere the uUimvs labor of mine ingenious assistant ; but I say 
not, as the great Dr. Piteairn of his hero — vUimus atqiie optimum. AlasI 
even the giddiness attendant on a journey on this Manchester rail-road ia 
not so perilous to the nerves, as that too frequent exercise in the merry-go- 
round of the ideal world, whereof the tendency to render the fancy confused, 
and the judgment inert, hath in all ages been noted, nob only by the erudite 
of the earth, but even hy many of the thiek-witted Ofelli themselves; 
whether the rapid pace at which tho fancy moveth in such esercitations, 
where the vrish of the penman ia to him Jike Prince Houssain's tapestry, in 
the Eastern fahle, be the chief source of peril — or whether, witnont refe- 
rence to thb wearing speed of movement, and dwelling habitually in those 
realms of imagination, be as little suited for a man's intellect, as to breathe 
for any considerable space " the difficult air of the mountain top" is to the 

Ehysical etruoture of his outward frame — this question belongeth not to me; 
ut certain it is, that we often discover in the works of the foremost of this 
order of men, marks of bewilderment and confusion, such as do not so fre- 
quently occur in those of persons to whom nature hath conceded fancy 
weaker of wing, or less ambitious in flight. 

It is affecting to see the great Miguel Cervantes himself, even like tho sons 
'of meaner men, defending himself against the critics of the day, who assailed 
him upon such little discrepancies and inaccuracies as are npt to cloud the 
progress even of a mind fiko his, when the evening is closing around it. 
"It is quite a common thing," says Don Quixote, "for men who have gsuned 
a very great reputation by their writings before they were printed, quite to 
lose it afterwards, or, at least, the greater part." — " The reason is plain," 
answers the Bachelor Carrasco; "their faults are more easily discovered 
after the books are printed, as being then more read, and more narrowly 
esamined, especially if tho author baa been much cried up before, for then 
the severity of the scrutiny is sure to be the greater. Those who have 
raised themselves a name by their own ingenuity, great poeta and celebrated 
historians, are commonly, if not always, envied by a set of men who delight 
in censuring the writings of others, though they could never produce any 
of their own." — "That is no wonder," quoth Don Quixote; " thero are many 
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divines that would mako but very dull preaohorg, and yet are quiot enongh 
at finding faults and superfluities in other men's sermons." — "All this is 
true," says Cai'rasco, " and therefore I could wiah such oensurera would lie 
more luercifal and less suropuloas, and not dwell ungenerously upon smaU 
spats that are in a manner but so many atoms on the face of the olear sun 
tiey murmur at. If oMquando dormitat Eomerus, let them consider how 
many nights he kept himself awake to bring his nohle works to light as 
little darkened with defects as might he. But, indeed, it may many times 
happen, that what is censured for a fbult, is rather an ornament, as moles 
often add to the heauty of a face. When alt is said, he that pnhlishes a 
book, runs a great risk, since nothing can be so unlikely ns that he should 
have composed one capable of securing the approbation of every reader." 
— " Sure," says Don Quixote, " that which treats of me can have pleased 
but few?" — "Quite the contrary," says Carrasoo; "for as injinitus est 
wumenw slvitottim., so an infinite number have admired your history. Only 
some there are who have taxed the author with want of memory or sineority, 
because he forgot to (pve an account who it was that stole Sancho'p Dapple, 
for that particular is not mentioned there, only we find, by the story, taat 
it was stolen; and yet, by and by, we find him riding the same ass again, 
without any previous- light given us into the matter. Then they say that 
the author forgot t* tell the reader what Sancho did with the hundred pieces 
of gold he found in the portmanteau in the Sierra Morena, for there is not 
a word sdd of them more ; and many people have a groat mind to know 
what he did with them, and how he spent them ; which is one of the most 
material points in which tlie work is defective." 

How amusingly Sancho is made to clear up the obscurities thus alluded 
to by the Bachelor Carrasco — no reader can have forgotten ; but there re- 
mained enough of simitar lacuna, inadvertencies, and mistakes, to exercise 
the ingenuity of those Spanish critics, who wei^e too wise in their own con- 
oeit to profit by the good-natured and modest apology of this Immortal 
author. 

There can be no doubt, that if Cervantes had deigned to use it, he might 
have pleaded also the apology of indifferent health, under which he certainly 
laboured while finishing the second part of " Don Quiiote." It must be too 
obvious that the intervals of such a malady aa then affected Cervantes, could 
not be tlie most favourable in the world for revising lighter compositions, 
and correcting, at least, those grosser errors and imperfections which each 
author should, if it were but for shame's sake, remove from his work, before 
bringing it fortii into the broad light of day, where they will never fail to 
be distinctly seen, nor lack ingenious persons, who will be too happy in dis- 
charging the office of pointing them out. 

It is more than time to espliun with what purpose we have called thus 
fully to memory the many venial errors of the inimitable Cervantes, and 
those passa^s in which he has rather defied his advei'sarios than pleaded 
his own justification; for I suppose it will be readily granted, that the diffe- 
rence is too wide betwist that great wit of Spain and ourselves, to permit 
MS to use a buckler which was rendered sufEoiently formidable only oy the 
strenuous hand in which it was placed. 

The history of my first publications is sufficienyy well known. Nor did 
I relinquish tho purpose of concluding these "Tales of my Landlord," 
which had been so remarkably fortunate; but Death, which steals upon us 
all with an inaudible foot, cut short the ingenious young man to whose 
memory I composed that inscription, and erected, at my own charge, that 
monument which protects his remains, by the side of the river Gander, 
which he has contributed so much to render immortal, and in a place of hia 
own selection, not very distant from the school under my care.* In a word, 
tho ingenious Mr. Pattison was removed from his place. 
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Nor did I oonflDc my care to his posthumouB fame alone, but carefully 
inventoried and preserved the effects which he left behind him, namely, tbo 
contenta of his small wardrobe, and & number of printed books of somewhat 
more conseq^uence, together with eertwn wofuUy blurred manuaoript-s, dia- 
coyered in faia repository. On loeting these over, I found them to contain 
two Tftlea called "Count Eobert of Fai'ia," and "Castle Dangerous;" but 
was serionaly diaappointod to perceive that they were by no means in that 
state of corrootaess, which would induce an esperienced person to prononnoe 
any writing, in the technical language of bookoraft, " prepared for press." 
There were not only hiatics valde defleitdi, but even grievous iaconsistanciee, 
ond other mistakes, which the penman's leisurely revision, had he been 
spared to bwtow it, would doubtless have cleared away. After a considerate 

forusal, I no question flattered myself that these manuscripts, with ail their 
It nfained here and there passages, which seemed plainly to intimate 
th t indisposition had been unable to extinguish altogether the brii- 

1 y f that fancy which the world had been pleased to acknowledge in 
th ti ns of Old Mortality, the Bride of Lammermoor, and others of 

th n rativea. But I, nevertheless, threw the manuscripts into my 
d w esolving not to think of committing them to the fcallantynian 

d al unljl I could either obtain the assistance of some capable person to 

pply d flcienoioa, and correct errora, so as they might face the public 
witli credit, or perhaps numerous and more serious avocations might permit 
me to dedicate my own time and labour to that task. 

While I was in this uncertainty,' I had a visit from a stranger, who vras 
announoed as a young gentleman desirona of speaking with me oa particular 
business. I immediately augnred the accession of a new boarder, but was 
at once checked by observing that the outward man of the stranger was, in 
a most remarkable degree, what mine host of the Sir William Wallace, in 
his phraseology, ealla seedy. Hia black cloak had seen service ; the waist- 
coat of grey plwd bore yet stronger marka of having encountered more than 
one campaign ; his third piece of dress was an absolute veteran compared 
to the others; his shoes were so loaded with mud as showed hia journey 
must have been pedestrian ; and a grey mafid, which fluttered around his 
wasted limbs, completed such an equipment as, since Juvenal's days, haa 
been the livery of the poor scholar. I therefore concluded that I behold a 
candidate for the vacant ofSce of usher, and prepared to listen to bis pro- 
posals with the dignity becoming ray atation ; but what was my surprise 
when I found I had before me, in this ruaty student, no less a man than 
Paul, the brother of Peter Pattison, come to gather in his brother's succes- 
sion, and Dossessed, it seemed, with no small idea of the value of tliat part 
of it whicli consisted in the productions of his pen 1 

By the rapid studv I made of him, this Paul was a sharp lad, imbued 
witli some tincture of letters, like his regretted brother, but totally destitute 
of those amiable qualities which had often induced me to say within myself, 
that Peter was, like the famous John Gay, — 

He set little by the legacy of my deoeased assistant's wardrobe, nor did 
the boolia hold much greater value in his eyes: but he peremptorily de- 
manded to be put in possession of the manuscripts, alleging with obstinacy, 
that no definite bargain had been completed between nis late brother and 
me, and at length produced the opinion to that effect of a writer, or man of 
business, — a elaaaof persons with whom I have always chosen to have as 
little concern as possible. 

But I had one defence left, which came to my wd, tanqitam deus ex 
machind. This rapacious Paul Pattisoo could not pretend to wrest the dis- 
puted manuscripts out of my possession, unless upon repayment of a con- 
siderable sum of money, which I had advanced from time to time to the 
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deceased Peter, and psirticularly to purchase a small annuity for hU oged 
mother. These advanoee, with the charges of the funeral and other ex- 
penses, amounted to a considerable sum, which the poverty-Etruok student 
and his acute legal nd-Tisar equally foresaw great difficulty in liquidating. 
The said Mr. Paul Pattison, therefore, listened to a suggestion, which I 
dropped.as if hj accident, that if he thought himself capable of filling hia 
brother's plaee of carrying the work through the preaa, I would mate hifa 
welcome to bed snd hoard within mj mansion while he was thus engaged, 
only requiring his occasional assistance at hearing the more advanced 
scholars. This seemed to promise a close of our dispute, alike satisfactory 
to all parties, and the first act of Paul was to draw on me for a round sum, 
under pretence that his wardrobe must he wholly refitted. To this 1 made 
no objection, though it certainly showed like vanity to purchase garments 
in the estremity of the mode, when not only great past of the defunct's 
habiliments were very fit for a twelvemonth's use, hut as I myself had been, 
but vesterdaj as it were, equipped in a becoming new stand of black clothes, 
Mr. Pattjson would hare been welcome ffl the use of such of my quondam 
raiment as he thought suitable, as indeed had always been the case with his 
deceased brother. 

The Bchoo!, I must needs say, came tolerably on. My youngster was very 
smart, and seemed to be so active in his duty of usher, if I may so speak, 
that he even overdid his part therein, and I began to fed myself a cipher in. 
my own school, 

I comforted myself with the belief that the publication was advancing as 
fast as I could desire, Oo this subject, Paul Patti son, like ancient Pistol, 
" talked bold words at the bridge," and that not only at our house, but in 
the society of our neighbours, amongst whom, instead of imitating the 
retired and monastic manner of his brother deceased, he became a gay 
visitor, and suoh a reveller, that in process of time he was observed to vili- 
pend the modest fare which had at first been esteemed a banquet by hia 
hungry appetite, and thereby highly displeased my wife, who, with justice, 
apphiuds herself for the plentiful, cleanly, and healthy victuals, wherewith 
she maintains her ushers and boarders. 

Upon the whole, I rather hoped than entertained a sincere confidence that 
all was going on well, and was in that unpleasant state of mind which 
precedes the open breach between two associates who have been long jealous 
of each other, but arc as yet deterred by a sense of mutual interest from 
coming to an open rupture. - 

The first thing which alarmed me was a rumour ia the village, that Paul 
Pattison intended, in some little space, to undertake a voyage to the Conti- 
nent — on account of his health, as was pretended, bub, as the same report 
averred, much more with the view of gratifying the curiosity which his 

ferusal of the classics had impressed upon him, than for any other purpose, 
was, I say, rather alarmed at this susumta, and began to reflect that the 
retirement of Mr. Pattison, unless his loss could be supplied in good time, 
was like to be a blow to the establishment ; for, in truth, this Paul had a 
winning way with the boys, especially those who were gentle-tempered ; so 
that I must confess my doubts whether, in certain respects, I myself could 
have fully supplied his place in the school, with all my authority and expe- 
rience. My wife, jealous as became her station, of Mr. PatlJson's inten- 
tions, advised me to take the matter itp immediately, and go to the bottom 
at once ; and, indeed, I had always found that way answered best with my 

Mrs. Cleishbotham was not long before renewing the subject; for, like 
most of the race of Xantippe, (though my help-mate is a well-spoken 
woman,) she loves to thrust in her oar where she is not able to pull it to 
purpose. " You are a sharp-witted man, Mr. Cleishbotham," would she 
observe, "and a learned man, Mr. Cleishbotham — and the solioolmaetor of 
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Unnderoleaoh, Mr. Cleishbotham, which is eajing all in one word; but 
many a man almost aa great as jourself has lost the saddle by Buffering na 
inferior to get up behind him ; and though, with the world, Mr. Cleish- 
botham, you have the name of doing every thing, botli in directing the 
suhool and in this new profitable hook line which yoQ have taken up, yet it 
begins to ba the common talk of Ganderoleuch, both up the water and down, 
the water, tliat the usher both writes the dominie's books, and teaches the 
dominie's school. Ay, ay, nsk maid, wife, or widow, and ehe'U tell ye, the 
least gaitling among them all comes io Paul Pattison with his lesson as natu- 
rally as they oome to we for their four-hours, puir things ; and never ane 
thinks of applyine to you aboot a kittle turn, or a crabbed word, or about 
ony thing else, unless it were for licet exire, or the mending of an auld pen," 
Now, this address assailed me on a summer evening, when I was whiling 
nwny my leisure hours with the end of a cutty pipe, and indulging in such 
bland imaginations as the Nicotian weed iswont to produce, more especially 
in the case of studious persons, devoted nmsis severiorihis. I was naturally 
loth to leave my misty sanctuary ; and endeavoured to silence the clamour 
of Mrs. Cleishbothnm's tongue, which has something io it peculiarly shrUl 
and penetrating. " Woman," said I with a tone of domestic authority be- 
fitting the occasion, "res tuas agas; — mind your washings and your wring- 
inga, your stuffings and your physicking, or whatever concerns the outward 
persons of the pupils, and leave the progress of thclr education to my usher, 
Paul Pattison, and myself." 

"I am glad to see,'' added the accursed woman, (that I should say sol) 
" that ye Have the grace to name him foremost, for there is little doubt, that 
he ranks first of the troop, if yo wad but hear what the neighbours speak — 
or whisper." 

" What do they whisper, thou sworn sister of the Eumenides 1" oried I, 
— the irritating cestntm of the woman's objurgation totally counterbalancing 
the sedative effects both of pipe and pot. 

" Whisper !" resumed she in her shrillest note — " why, they whisper loud 
enough for me at least to hear them, that the schoolmaster of Ganderoleuch 
is turned a doited auld woman, and spends all his time in tippling strong 
drink with the keeper of the public-house, and leaves school and book- 
mitking, and a' the rest o't, fo the oare of his usher ; and, also, the wives in 
Ganderoleuch say, that you have engaged Paul Pattison to write a new book, 
which is to boat a' the lave that gaed afore it ; and to show what a sair lift 
you have o' the job, you didna sae muckle as ken the name o't — no, nor 
whether it was to be about some Heathen Greek, or the Black Douglas." 

This was said with such bitterness that it penetrated to the very quick, 
and 1 hurled the poor old pipe, like one of Homer's spears, not in the face 
of my provoking belpmate, though the temptation was strong, but into the 
river Gander, which, a£ is now well known to tourists from the uttermost 
pirts of the earth, pursues its quiet meanders beneath the bank on which 
the sohool-house is pleasantly situated ; and, starting up, fixed on my head 
the cocked hat, (the pride of Messrs. Grieve and Scott's repository,) and 
plunging into the valley of the brook, pursued my way upwards, the voice 
of Mrs, Cleishbotham accompanying me in my retreat with something like 
the angry scream of triumph with which the brood-eoose pursues the flight 
of some unmannerly cur or idle boy who has intruded upon her premises, 
and fled before her. Indeed, so great was the influence of this clamour of 
scorn and wrath which hung upon my rear, that while it rung in my ears, 
I was so moved that I iostinctiveiy tucked the skirts of ray black coat under 
my arm, as if I bad been in actual danger of being seized on by the grasp 
of^the pursuing enemy. Nor was it till f had almost reached the well-known 
burial-plaoe, in which it was Peter Pattison's hap to meet the far-famed 
personage called Old Mortality, that I made a halt for the purpose of com- 
posing my perturbed spirits, and considering what was to be done ; for as 
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yet toy mind was agitated by a chaos of pasaioiia, of whicli anger was prer 
dominant ; and for what reason, or against wliom, I entertained such tumul- 
tuous displeasure, it was not easy for me to determine. 

Nevertheless, having settled my cocked bat with becoming accuracy on 
my well-poTvdcrod wig, and suffered it to remain uplifted for a moment to 
o&ol my flushed brow — baying, moreover, re-adJusted and shaken to rights 
the skirts of mv black coat, I came into case to answer to my own ques- 
tions, which, till these manceuvres had been sedately accomplished, I might 
have asked myself in vain. 

In the first place, therefore, to use the phraso of Mr. Docket, the writer 
(that is, the attorney) of our village of Ganderoleuoh, I became satlaSed 
that my anger was directed against all and sundry, or, in law Latin, conire 
omnes mortaUs, and more partioalarly against the neighbourhood of Gan- 
deroleuoh, for oiroulating reports to the prejudice of my literary talents, as 
weU as my accomplishments as a pedagogue, and ti'ansferring the fame 
thereof to mine own usher. Secondly, against my spouse, Dorothea Oleish- 
botham, for transferring the sad calumnious reports to my ears in a prerupt 
and unseemly manner, and without due respect either to the language which 
she made use of, or the person to whom she spoke, — treating affairs in which 
I was so intimately concerned as if they were proper subjects for jest among 
gossips at a christening, where the womankind claim the privilege of wor- 
shipping the Bona Dea according to their sqoret female rites. 

Thirdly, I became clear that I was entitled to respond to any whom it 
concerned to enquire, that my wrath was kindled against Paul Pattison, my 
usher, for giving occasion both fur the neighbours of Gandercleucb enters 
taining such opinions, and for Mrs. Cleishbotham disrespectfully urging, 
them to my face, since neither circumstance conld have existed, without he 
had put forth sinful misrepresentations of transactions, privat d S 
dential, and of which I had myself entirely refrained from dr ] jmg y 
the least hint to any third person. 

This arrangement of my ideas having contributed to soothe th t my 
atmosphere of which they had been the oSspring, gave reason at t 
predominate, and to ask me, with her calm but clear voice, whetl i] 

all tho circumstances, I did well to nourish so indiscriminate a d g 
tion ? In fine, on closer esamination, the various splenetic thoughts I had 
been indulging against other parties, began to be merged in that resentment 
against my perfldious nsber, which, like the serpent of Moses, swallowed 
up all euboi-dinate objects of displeasure. To put myself at open feud with 
the whole of my neighbours, unless I had been certain of some effectual 
mode of avenging myself upon them, would have been an undertaking too 
weighty for my means, and not unlikely, if rashly grappled withal, to end 
jn my ruin. To make a public quarrol with my wife, on such an account 
as her opinion of my literary accomplishments, would souad ridiculous: 
and, besides, Mrs. C. was sure to have all the women on her side, who would 
rcprasent her as a wifo persecuted by her husband for offering him good 
advice, and urging it upon him with only too enthusiastic sincerity. 

There remained Paul Fatdson, undoubtedly, the most natural and proper 
object of my indignation, since I might be said 'to havo him in my owa 
power, and might punish him by dismissal, at my pleasure. Tet even vin- 
dictive proceedings against the siud Paul, however easy to be enforced, 
might bo productive of serious consequences to my own purse ; and I began 
to reflect, witli anxiety, that in this world it is not often that tho gratifica- 
tion of our angry passions lies in the same road with the advancement of 
our interest, and that the wise man, the vere sa^riens, seldom hesitates which 
of these two he ought to prefer. 

I recollected also that I was quite uncertain how far the present usher 
had really been guilty of the fou! acts of assumption charged against him. 

In a word, I began to perceive that it would bo no light matter, at once, 
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and without maturer perpending of suniiry cotialetal puncUuiicula, to Ijreak 
up ft jointfltack adventure, or society, aa civilians term it, ithioh, if pro- 
fitable to him, had at least promised to be no lesa eo to me, established in 
jears and lenming and reputation eo much his superior. Moved by which, 
and other the like considerations, I resolved to proceed with becoming cau- 
tion on the occasion, and not, by stating my causes of oomplaint too haatily 
in the outset, esasparata into a positive breach what might only prove some 
small misunderstaading, easily explained or apologized for, and which, like 
a leak in a new vessel, being once discovered and carefully stopped, renders 
the vessel but more sea-worthy than it was before. 

About the time that I hEvd adopted this healing resolution, I reached the 
Bpot whore the almost perpendicular face of a steep hill seems to terminate' 
tno valley, or at least divides it into two dells, each serving as a cradle to 
its own mountain-stream, the GrufP-quack, namely, and the shallower, but 
more noisy, Guaedub, on the left hand, which, at their union, form the 
Gander, properly so called. Each of these litUe valleys has a walk winding 
np to its recesses, rendered more easy by the labours of the poor daring the 
late hard season, and one of which bears the name of Pattison's path, while 
the other had been kindly conseerated to my own memory, by tiie titie of 
the Dominie's Dmdling-bit. Here I made oertiun to meet my associate, 
Paul Pattison, for by one or other of these roads he was wont to return to 
my house of an evening, after his lengthened rambles. 

Nor was it long before I espied him descending the Gusodub by that tor- 
tuous path, marking so strongly the character of a Scottish glen. Ho was 
easily distinguished, indeed, at some distance, by his jaunty swagger, in 
which he presented to you the flat of his leg, like the manly knave of clubs, 
apparently with the most perfect contentment, not only with bis leg and 
boot, but with every part of his outward man, and the whole fashion of his 
garments, and, one would almost have thought, the contents of his pockets. 
In this, his wonted guise, he approached me, where I was seated near the 
moating of tiio waters, and I could not but discern, that his first impulse 
was to pass me without any prolonged or formal greeting. But as that 
would not have been decent, considering the terms on which we stood, he 
eoemed to adopt, on refiection, a course directly opposite ; bustJed up to me 
with an lur of alacrity, and, I may add, impudence; and hastened at once 
nt th m ddle of the important afiairs which it had been my purpose to 
b Qg u d discussion in a manner more becoming their gravity. "I am 
glad w see you, Mr. Cleishbotham," said he, with an inimitable mixture of 
CO fu n and effrontery ; " the moat wonderful news which has been heard 
n tl e 1 Ee ary world in my time — all Qanderolench rings with it — they 
p ti ly peak of nothing else, from Miss Busybody's youngest approntico 
t the m istcr himself, and ask each other in amazement, whether the 
t d ngs are true or false— 'to be sure they are of an astounding complexion, 
espeojally to jyou and me." 

" Mr. Pattison," said I, "I a 
Davua sum, non (Edipua f— I a 
' the parish of Gandercleush ; no 
expounder of enigoiata." 

"Well," replied Paul Pattison, "Mr. Jedediah Cleishbotham, School- 
master of the parish of Gandercleuqh, and so forth, all I have to inform 
you is, that our hopeful scheme is entirely blown up. The tales, on 
publishing whicb we reckoned with so much confidence, have already been 
printed; they are abroad, over all America, and the British papers are 
clamorous." 

I received thia news with the same equanimity with which I should have 
accepted a blow addressed to my stomach by a modern gladiator, with tbo 
full energy of his fist. " If this be correct information, Mr, Pattison," said 
I, " I must of necessity suspect you to be the person who have supplied tho 
foreign press with the copy which. the printers have thus made an unscru 
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pulous nae of, without respect to the riglits of the undeniable propriokirg 
of tbe manuscripts ; and I request to know whether this American pradao- 
tion embraeea the alterations which joa as well as I judged neoessary, be- 
fore the work could be fitted to meet the public eye?" To this my gentle- 
man saw it necessary to make a direct answer, for my manner was 
impreBsive, and my tone decisive. Hia native audacity enabled him, how- 
ever, to keep his ground, and he answered with firmness — 

"Mr. Cieishbotham, in the' first place, these manuscripts, over which you 
claim A very doubtful right, were never given to any one by me, and must 
have been sent to America either by yourself, or by some one of the various 
gentlemen to whom, I am well aware, you have afibrded opportunities of 
perusing my brother's MS, remains." 

" Mr. Pattisoa," I replied, " I beg to remind you that it never could bo 
my intention, either by my own hands, or through those of another, to remit 
these manuscripts to the press, until, by the alterations which I meditated, 
and which you yourself engaged to make, they were rendered fit for public 
perusal." 

Mr. Pattison answered me witli much heat; — "Sir, I would have you t-o 
know, tliat if I accepted your paltry offer, it was with less regard to its 
amount^ than to the honour and literary fame of toj [ate brother. I fore- 
saw that if I declined it, you would not hesitate to throw the task into incar 
pable hands, or, perhaps, have taken it upon yourself, the most unfit of all 
men to tamper with the works of departed genius, and that, God willing, I 
wasdetermmed to prevent— but the justice of Heaven has taken the matter 
into its own hands. Peter Pattison's last labours shall now go down to pos- 
terity unscathed by the scalping-knife of alteration, in the hands of a false 
friend — shame on the thought that the unnatural weapon could ever ha 
wielded by the hand of a brother 1" 

I heard this speech not without a species of vertigo or dizziness in my 
head, which would probably have struck me lifeless at his feet, had not a 
thought like that of the old ballad — 

called to my recollection, that I should only afford nn additional triumph 
by giving way to my feelings in the preaenee of Mr. Paul Pattison, who, I 
coald not doubt, must be more or less directly at the bottom of the Trans- 
atlantic publication, and had in one way or another found his own interest 

Togetquit of hisodions presence I bid him an unceremonious good-night, 
and marched down the glen with the air not of one who has parted with a 
friend, but who rather has shaken off an intrusive companion. On the road 
I pondered the whole matter over with an ansiety whieh did not in the 
Buiallest degree tend to relieve me. Hod I felt adequate to the exertion, I 
might, of course, have supplanted this spurious edition (of which the lite- 
rary gazettes are already doling out copious specimens) byintroducing into 
a copy, to be instantly published at Edinburgh, adequate correction of the 
various inconsistencies and imperfections which have already been alluded 
to. I remember the easy victory of the real second part of these " Tales of 
my Iiandlord" over the performance sent forth by an interloper under the 
same title ; nnd why should not the same triumph be repeated now ? There 
would, in short, have been a pride of talent in this manner of avenging 
myself, wliioh would have been justifiable in the case of an injured man ; 
but the state of my health has for some time been such as to render any 
attempt of this nature in every way imprudent. 

Under such circumstances, the last "Eemains" of Peter Pattison must 
even be accepted, aa they were left in his desk ; and I humbly retire in the 
hope that, such aa they are, they may receive the indulgence of those who 
have ever been but too merciful to the productions of his pen, and in all 
rospHots to the courteous reader's obliged servant, J. C. 

QiNDuncLitnoH, 15lh Oct, IS31. 
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The close observers of vegetaHe nature have raraarked, that when a new 
graft is taken from an aged tree, it possesRes indeed in exterior form the 
appearanoe of a youthful shoot, but has in fact attained to the same state 
of maturity, or even decay, which has been reached by the parent Btem. 
Hence, it ia said, arises the general decline and death that about the same 
season is often observed to spread itaelf through individual trees of some 
partioalar species, all of whieh, deriving their vital powers from the parent 
stock, are therefore incapable of protracting their esistenoe longer than it 

In the same manner, efforts have been made by the mighty of the earth 
to transplant large cities, states, and communities, by one great and sudden 
Bxertion, expecting to secure to the new oapitol the wealth, the dignity, the 
jnagniflcent decorations and nnlimited extent of the anoient citj', which they 
desire to rsnovata ; while, at the same time, they hope to begin a new buc- 
oession of ages from the date of the new etraoture, to last, they imagine, as 
long, and with as much fame, aa its predecessor, which the founder hopes 
his now metropolis may replace in all its youthful glories. But nature has 
her laws, which seem to apply to the sooiaJ, as well as the vegetable system. 
It appe-ars to be a general rule, that what is to last long should be slowly 
raatured and gradually improved, while every sudden effort, however 
gigantic, to bring about the speedy execution of a plan calculated to endure 
for ages, is doomed to exhibit symptoms of premature deca^ from its very 
commencement. Thus, in a beautiful Oriental tale, a dervise explains to 
the sultan how he had reared the magnificent trees among which the^ 
walked, by nursing their shoots from the seed ; and the prince's pride is 
damped when he reflects, that those plantations, so simply raised, were 
gathering new vigour from eaoh returning sun, while his own oxhauatod 

Toe XII.— 2 b2 (17) 
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cedars, wtiieli had been transpIajitGd by one violeat effort, were drooping 
their mftjestio heads in the Valley of Orez.* 

It has been allowed, I believe, by all men of taste, many of -whom have 
been late vieitanta of Constantinople, that if it were possible to survey the 
■whole globe with a view to fixing a seat of universal empire, all who are 
capable of making such a choice, would give their preference to the city of 
Constandne, aa including the great recommendations of beauty, wealth, 
security, and eminence. Yet with all these advantages of situation and 
climate, and with all the architectural splendour of its churches and halls, 
its quarries of marble, and its treasure-Souses of gold, the imperial founder 
must himself have learned, that although ho could employ all these rich 
materials in obedience to hia own wish, it was the mind of man itself, those 
intellectual facultJes refined by the anoients to the highest degree, which 
had produced the specimens of talent at which men paused and wondered, 
wheflier as anl^ects of art or of moral labour. The power of the Emperor 
might indeed strip other cities of their statues and their shrines, in order to 
decorate that which he had flsed upon as his new capital ; but the men who 
had performed great actions, and Wiose, almost equally^ esteemed, by whom 
such deeds were celebrated, in poetry, in painting, and in music, had ceased 
to exist. The nation, though still the most civilised in the world, had passed 
beyond that period of society, when the desire of feir fame is of itself the 
sole or chief motive for the labour of the historian or the poet, the painter 
or the statuary. The slavish and despotic constitution introduced into the 
empire, had long since entirely destroyed that public spirit which animated 
the free history of Rome, leaving nothing but feeble recollections, which 
produced no emulation. 

To speak as of an animated substance, if Constantine could have regene- 
rated his new metropolis, by transfusing into it tho vital and vivifying prin- 
ciples of old Rome, — that brilliant spark no longer remained for Constanti- 
nople to borrow, or for Rome to lend. 

In one most important circumstance, the aSute of the capital of Constantine 
had been totally changed, and nnspeakably to its advantage. The world 
was now Chrislian, and, with the Pagan codo, had got rid of its load of dis- 
graoefut superstition. Nor is there the least doubt, that the bettor faith 
produced its natural and desirable fruits in sooiety, in gradually ameliorating 
the hearts, and taming the passions, of the people. But while many of the 
converts were turning meekly towards their new creed, some, in the arrogance 
of thoir understanding, wore limiting the Scriptures by their own devices, 
and others failed not to make religious character or spintnal rank the means 
of rising to temporal power. Thus it happened at this critical period, that 
the effects of this great change in the reli^on of the country, although pro- 
ducing an immediate harvest, as we!! as sowing much good seed which wns 
to grow hereafter, did not, in the fourth century, flourish so as to shed at 
once that predominating influonee which its principles might have taught 
men to expect. 

Even the borrowed splendour, in which Constantine decked his city, bore 
in it something which seemed to mark premature decay, Tho imperial 
founder, in seizing upon the anoieiit statuoB, pictures, obelisks, and works 
of art, aolinowledged his own incapacity to supply their place with the pro- 
ductions of later genius ; and when the world, and particularly Rome, was 
plundered to adorn Constantinople, the Emperor, under whom the work was 
carried on, might he compared to a prodigal youth, who strips an aged p.irent 
of her youthful ornaments, in order to decorate a flaunting paramour, on 
whose brow all must consider them as misplaced, 

Constantinople, therefore, when in 324 it first arose in imperial majesty 
out of the humole Byzantium, showed, even in its birth, and amid its adven- 
titious splendour, as wo have already said, some intimations of that speedy 
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deeay to whioh the whole civilised world, then lioiitod within iho Eoniau 
empire, was internally and imperceptibly tending. Nor -wae it many ages 
ere these prognosticatioaa of deelenaion were fulTj veriftod. 

In the year 1080, Alexius Comnenna* ascended the thvone of the Empii'e ; 
that is, he was declared sorereiga of Constantinople, its precincts and de- 
pendencies ; nor, if he was disposed to lead a life of relaxation, would the 
savage incursions of the Scythians or the Hungarians frequently disturb the 



.„iperial slumbers, if limited to his own oapital. It may be supposed that 
this safety did not estond much farther; for it is said that the Empress 
Piiioheria had built a church to the Virgin Mary, as remote as possible from 
the gate of the city, to save her devotions from the risk of being interrapted 
by the hostile yell of the barbarians, and the reigning Emperor had con- 
structed a palace near the some spot, and for the same reason. 

Alexius ComnenuB was in the oondition of a monarch who rather derives 
oonsequenoe from the wealth and importanoo of his predecessors, and the 
great extent of (heir original dominions, than from what remnants of fortune 
had descended to the present generation. This Emperor, except nominally, 
no more ruled over his dismembered provinces, than a half-dead horse can 
eseroiso power over those limba, on which the hooded crow and the vulturo 
have already begun to settle and select their prey. 

In different parts of his territory, different enemies arose, who waged 
successful or dubious war against the Emperor; and, .of tlie numerous 
nations with whom ho was engaged in hostihtiea, whether the Franks front 
the west, the Turks advancing from the east; the Oumans and Scythians 
pouring their barbarous numbers and unceasing storm of arrows fl'om the 
north, and the Saracens, or the tribes into which they were divided, press- 
ing ftora the sonth, there was not one for whom the Grecian empire did not 
spread a tempting repast. Each of those various enemies had their owa 
pai'ticular habits of war, and a way of manoiuvring in battle peonliar to 
themselves. But the Boman, as the unfoilunate subject of the Gi'eek 
empire was still called, was by far the weakest, the most ignorant, and 
most timid, who coald be dragged into the field; and the Emperor was 
happy in his own good luok, when he found it possible to conduct a defen- 
sive war on a counterbaknoing principle, making use of the Scythian to 
repel the Turk, or of both these savage people to drive back the flery-footed 
Frank, whom Peter the Hermit had, m the time of Alesius, waked to double 
fury, by the powerful influeaee of the crusades. 

If, therefore, Alesius Comnenus was, during his ansious seat upon the 
throne of the East, reduced to use a baas and truckling course of policy— 
if he was sometimes reluctant to fight when he had a conscious doubt of the 
valour of his troops — if he commonly employed cunning and dissimulation 
instead of wisdom, and perfidy instead of courage — hia espedieuta were the 
disgrace of the age, rather than his own. 

Again, the Emperor Alexius may be blamed for afiecting a degree of 
state which was closely allied to imbaoility. He was pi-oud of assuming in 
his own person, and of bestowing upon others, the painted show of various 
orders of nobility, even now, when the rank witliin the prince's gift waa 
become an addi^onal reason for the free barbarian despising the imperial 
noble. That the Greek court was encumbered with unmeaning ceremonies, 
in order t« make amends for the want of that veneration which ought to 
have been called forth by real worth, and the presence of actual power, waa 
not the particular fault of that prince, but belonged to the system of the 
government of Constantinople for a^ea. Indeed, in its trumpci^ otiqnette, 
which provided rules for the most trivial points of a man's behaviour during 
the day, the Greek empire resembled no esisting power in its minute follies, 
except that of Pekin ; both, doubtless, being influenced by the same vain 
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wish, to add seriousness and an appearanoo of importance to objects, which, 
from their trivial nature, coaid namit no such distinction. 

Yet thus far we must justify Alexius, that humhla as were the expedienta 
he had recourse to, they wore more useful to his empire than the measures 
of a, more proud and high-spirited prince might have proved in the same 
circuiuBtaiices He was no i.h'kmpion t« break a, lance against the breast- 
plate of hi8 rrankish rival the fomoas Bohemond of Antiooh,* but there 
were man'\ opcaaions on which !io hazarded his life freely ; and, bo far as 
■we can see fnm a minute peiusil of his aohievemeota, tho Emperor of 
GreecQ tias nevei so dingeicus under shield," as when any foeman 
desired to etop him while retieatmg from a, conflict in which he had been 
worsted. 

But, beiides that he did not hpsitate, according to tha custom of the time, 
at least oooasionally, to commit his person to the perils of close combat, 
Alesius also possessed such knowledge of a general's profession, as is 
required in our modern days. Ho knew how to occupy military positiona 
to the best advantage, and often covered defeats, or improved dubious con- 
flicts, in a manner highly to the disappointment of those who doomed that 
tlie work of war was done only on tJio field of battle. 

If Alesius Comnenus thus understood the evolutions of war, he was still 
better skilled in those of politics, whei-e, soaring far above the express pur- 
pose of his immediate negotiation, the Emperor was sure to gam some im- 
portant and permanent advantage ; though very often he was ultimately 
defeated by the unblushing fickleness, or avowed treachery of the barba- 
rians, as the Greeks generally termed all other nations, and particularly 
those tribes, (thay can hardly be termed states,) by which their own empire 
was surrounded. 

"We may conclude our brief character of Comnenns, by saying, that, had 
he not been called on to fill the station of a monarch who was under the 
necessity of making himself dreaded, as one who was exposed to all manner 
of conspiracies, both in and out of his own family, he might, in all proba- 
bility, have been regarded as an honest and humane prince. Certainly he 
ehowed himself a good-natured man, and dealt less in cutting off heads and 
estinguishing eyas, than had been the practice of his predecessors, who 
generally took this method of shortening the ambitious views of competitors. 

It remains to be mentioned, that Alexius had his full share of the super- 
stition of the age, which he covered with a species of hypocrisy. It is even 
said, that his wife, Irene, who of course was best aoquamted with the real 
character of the Kmperor, taxed her dying husband with practising, in his 
last moments, the dissimulation which had been his companion during life.t 
lie took also a deep interest in all matters respecting tha Church, where 
heresy, which the Emperor heM, or affected to hold, in great horror, ap- 
peared to him to lurk. Nor do we discover in his treatment of the Mani- 
chteans, or Paulioians, that pity for their speculative errors, which modern 
times might think had been well purchased b^ the extent of the temporal 
services of these unfortunate sectaries. Alexius knew no indulgence for 
those who misinterpreted the mysteries of the Church, or of its doctrines ; 
and the duty of defending religion against schismatics was, in his opinion, 
as peremptorily demanded from him, as that of protecting the empire 
iigainst the numberless tribes of barbai-lans who were encroaching on its 
boundaries on CTcry side. 

Such a mixture of sense and weakness, of meanness and dignity, of pro 
dent discretion and poverty of spirit, which last, in the European mode of 
viewing things, approached to cowardice, formed the leading traits of the 
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character of Alexius Oomnenua, at a period when tho fato of Groecc, and 
all that was left in that country of art and civilisation, was trembling in 
the balance, and likely to be saved or lost, according to the abilities of the 
Emperor for playing the very difficult came which was put into his hands. 
These few leading eircurastanriea will recall, to any one who is tolerably 
well read in history, tho peculiarities of the period at which we have found 
a resting-place for tho foundation of our story. 



CllltptEt t!jF ^EtHElt. 



COHSTJSTIHE FilEOLIXroB, SXItS I. 

Our scene in the capital of the Eastern Empire opens at what is termed 
the Golden Gate of Constantinople ; and it may be said in passins, that this 
splendid epithet is not so lightly bestowed as may be expected from the 
ihfial«d language of the Greeks, which throws such an appearance of exag- 
geration about them, their buildings, and monuments. 

The massive, and seemingly impregnable walls with which Constantine 
surrounded the city, were greatly improTed and added to by Theodosius, 
called the Great. A trimnjmal arch, decorated with the architecture of a 
better, though already a degenerate age, and serving, at the same tJme, aa 
a useful entrance, introduced the stranger into (he city. On the top, a 
statue of bronze represented Victory, the goddess who had inclined the 
scales of batUe in favour of Theodosius ; and, as the artist determined to 
be wealthy if he could not be tasteful, the gilded ornaments with which the 
inscriptions were set off, readily led to the popular name of the gate. 
Figures carved in a distant and happier period of the art, glanced from the 
walls, without assorting happily with the taste in which these were built. 
The more modem ornaments of .the Golden Gats bore, at the period of our 
story, an aspect very different from those indicatine the " conquest brought 
back to the oity," and the " eternal peace" which tne flattering inscriptions 
recorded as having been extorted by the sword of Theodosius. Four or 
■flve military engines, for throwing darts of the largest siae, wore placed 
upon the summit of the arch ; and what had been originally designed as a 
specimen of architectural embellishment, was now applied to the purposes 
of defence. 

It was tho hour of evening, and the cool and refreshing breeze from the 
sea inclined ea«h passenger, whose business was not of a very urgent 
description, to loiter on his way, and cast a glance at the romantic gateway, 
and the val'ious interesting objects of nature and art, which the city of Oon- 
Htantinople presented, as well to the inhabitants as to strangers.* 
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One individual, however, seemed to indulge more wonder and curiosity 
than could liave been expeoted from a, native of the citj, and looked upon 
the rarities aronnd with a quick and startled eye, that marked an imaginiv- 
tion awakened by sighta that were new and strange. The appearance of 
this perBon bespoke a foreigner of military habits, who seemed, trom his 
complesion, to have his birtfiplace far from the Grecian metropolis, what- 
ever chance bad at present brought him to the Golden Gate, or whatever 
place he filled in the Emperor's service. 

This young man was about two-and-twenty years old, remarkably finaly- 
formed and atbletto — qaalities well understood by the citiiena of Constanti- 
nople, whose habits of frequenting the public games had taught tham at 
least an acquaintance with tJie human person, and where, in the select of 
their own countrymeii, they saw the handsomest specimens of the human 

These were, however, not generally so tall as the stranger at the Golden 
Gate, while his piercing bluo eyes, and the fair hair whioh descended from 
under a light helmet gaily ornamented with silver, bearing on its summit a 
crest resembling a dragon in the act of expanding his terrible jaws, inti- 
mated a northern descent, to whioh the estreme purity of his conjpiexlon 
also bore witness. His beauty, however, though he was eminently distin- 
guished both in features and in person, was not liable to the charge of 
effeminacy. From this it was rescued, both by his strength, and by the air 
of confidence and self-possession with which the youth, seemed to regard 
the wonders around him, not indicating the stupid and helpless gaze of a 
mind equally inexperienced, and incapable of receiving mstraotion, but 
espresaing the bold intellect which at once understands the greater part of 
the information which it receives, nnd commands the spirit to toil in search 
of the meaning of that which it has not comprehended, or may fear it has 
misinterpreted. This look of awakened attention and intelligence gave inte- 
rest to the young barbarian ; and while the bystanders were amaaed that a 
Bavaga from some unknown or remote comer of the universe should possess 
a noble countenance bespeaking a mind so elevated, they respected him for 
the composure with which he witnessed so many things, the fashion, the 
splendour, nay, the very use of which, must have been reoently new to him. 

The young man's personal equipments exhibited a singular mixture of 
splendour and efieminacy, and enabled the cxpetienoed spectators to asoei>- 
tain his cation, and the capacity in which he served. We have already 
mentioned the fanciful and crested helmet, whioh was a distinction of the 
foreigner, to which the reader must add in his imagination a, small cuirass, 
or breastplate of silver, so sparingly fashioned as obviously to afford little 
security to the broad chest, on which it rather hung like an ornament than 
covered as a buckler ; nor, if a well-thrown dart, or strongly-shod arrow, 
should alight full on this rich piece of armour, was there much hope that it 
could protect the bosom which it partially shielded. 

From betwixt the shoulders hung down over the back what had the ap- 
pearance of a bearskin ; but, when more closely examined, it was only a 
very skilful imitation of the spoils of the chase, being in reality a eurcoat 
composed of strong shaggy silk, so woven as to exhibit, at a little distance, 
no inaccurate representation of a bear's hide. A light crooked sword, or 
scimitar, sheathed in a scabbard of gold and ivory, hung by the left side of 
the stranger, the ornamented hilt of whioh appeared much too small for the 
large-jointed hand of the young Hercules who was thus gaily attired. A drees, 
purple in colour, and setting olose to the limbs, covered the body of the sol- 
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dier to a little aliovB the knee; from thence the knees and lega were hare to 
the wvlf, to which tho reticulated strings of the sandals rose from tho instep, 
the ligatures being there fixed by a golden coin of the reigning Emperor, 
converted into a species of clasp for the purpose. 

But a weapon which seemed more particolarly adapted to the young har- 
harian's size, and incapable of being used by a man of less formidable 
limbs and sinews, was a battle-ase, the firm iron-guarded staff of whicb waa 
formed of tough elm, strongly inlaid and defended with brass, while many 
a plate and ring were indented in the handle, to hold the wood and the steel 
parts together. The asa itself was composed of two blades, turning dif- 
ferent ways, with a sharp steel spike projecting from between them. The 
steel part, both spike and blade, was burnished ns bright as a mirror; and 
though its ponderous size must have been burdensome to one weaker than 
himself, yet the young soldier carried it as carelessly along, as if it wore 
but a feather's weight. It was, indeed, a skilfully constructed weapon, so 
well balanced, that it was much lighter in striking and in recovery, than ha 
who saw it in tiie hands of another could easily have belieyed. 

The carrying arms of itself showed that the military manwaa a stranger. 
The native Greeks had that mark of a civilized people, that thoy never bore 
weapons during the tJmo of peace, unless the wearer chanced to he num- 
tered among those whose military profession and employment required 
thsm to be always, in arms. Soch soldiers by profession were easily distin- 
guished from the peaceful citizens ; and it was with some evident show of 
tear as well as dislike, that the poasengers observed to each other, that the 
stranger was a Varangian, aa expression which intimated a barbarian of 
the imperial body-guard. 

To supply the deficiency of valour among his own subjects, and to pro- 
cure soldiers who should, be' personally dependent on the Emperor, the 
Greek sovereigns had been, for a great many years, in the custom of main- 
taining in their pay, as near their person aa they could, tho steady services 
of a select number of mercenaries in the capacity of body-guards, which 
were numerous enough, when their steady discipline and inflexible Io_yalty 
were taken in conjunction with their personal strength and indomitable 
courage, to defeat, not only any traitorous attempt on the imperial person, 
but to quell open rebellious, unl^s such were supported by a great propor- 
tion of the muitary force. Their pay was therefore liberal ; their rank and 
established character for prowess gave them a degree of consideration among 
the people, whose reputation for valour had not for some ages stood high j 
and if, as foreigners, and the members of a privileged body, the Tarangians 
were sometimes employed in arbitrary and unpopular services, the natives 
were so apt to fear, while they disliked them, that the hardy strangers dis- 
turbed themselves but little about the light in which they were regarded by 
the inhabitants of Conetautinople. Their dress and accoutrements, while 
within the city, partook of the rich, or rather gaudy costume, which wo 
have described, bearing only a sort of affected resemblance to that which 
tlie Varangians wore in their native forests. But tlie individuals of this 
select corps were, when thoir services were required beyond the city, fur- 
nished with armour and weapons more resembling those which they were 
accustomed to wield in their own country, possessing much less of the 
splendour of war, and a far greater portion of ita effective terrors ; and thus 
ttiey were summoned to take the field, 

I'his body of Vai'angians (which term is, according to one interpretation 
merely a general expression for barbarians) was, in an early age of the 
empire, formed of the roving and piratical inhabitants of the north, whom 
a love of adventure, the greatest perhaps that ever was indulged, and a con- 
tempt of danger, which never had a parallel in the history of human nature, 
drove forth upon tha pathless ocoan, "Piracy," says Gibbon, with hia 
usual spirit, " was the exercise, Uie trade, the glory, and the virtue of the 
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Soandinttrian youth. Impatient of a hleak oliniate and narrow limitB, ihey 
started from me banquet, grasped their ai-ras, Bounded their horn, aacended 
their ehips, and explored every coast that promised eitliet spoil or settle- 

The conquests made in France and Britain by these wild sea-kings, as 
they were called, hare obscured the remembrance of other northern cham- 
pioGB, who, long beibte the time of Comnenus, made excursions as far as 
Constantinople, and witnessed with their own eyes the wealth and the weak- 
ness of the Grecian empire itself. Numbers found their way thither through 
the pathless wastes of Russia ; otheia navigated the Mediterranean in their 
sea-serpents, as they termed their piratical vessels. The Emperors, terrified 
ftt the appearance of these daring inhabitants of the frozen Eone, had recourse 
to the usual polioj of a. rich and unwariike people, bought with gold the ser- 
vice of their swords, and thus formed a corps of satellites more distinguished 
for valour than the famed Prteforian Bands of Eome, and, perhaps because 
fewer in nnmber, unalterably loyal to their new princes. 

But, at a later period of the empire, it began to be more difficult for the 
Emperors to obtain recruits for tneir fiivourite and selected corps, the 
northern nations having now in a great measure laid aside the piratieal and 
roving habits, which had driven their ancestors from the straits of Elsinore 
to those of Sestos and Abydos. The corps of the Varan^ans must there- 
fore have died out, or have been filled up with less worthy materials, had 
not the conquests made by the Normans in the far distant wesf^ sent to the 
aid of Comnenus a large body of the dispossessed inhabitants of the islands 
of Britain, andparticuErly of England, who furnished recruits to his chosen 
body-guard. These were, in faet, Anglo-Saxons ; but, in the confused idea 
of geography received at the court of Constantinople, they were naturally 
enough called Anglo-Danes, as their native country was confounded with 
the Thule of the ancients, by which expression the archipelago of Zetland 
and Orkney is properly to be understood, though, according by the notions 
of the Greeks, it comprised either Denmark or Britiun. The emigrants, 
however, spoke a language not very dissimilar to the origiD.al Varangians, 
and adopted the name more readily, that it seemed to i-emind them of their 
unhappy fate, tlie appellation being in one sense capable of being interpreted 
as exiles. Escepting one or two chief commanders, whom the Emperor 
judged worthy of such high trust, the Varangians were officered by men of 
their own fiation ; and with so many privileges, bein^ joined by many of 
their countrymen from time to time, as the crusades, pilgrimages, or discon- 
tent at home, drove fresh supplies of the Anglo-Saxons, or Anglo-Danes, to 
the east, the Varan^ans subsisted in strength to the last days of the Greek 
empire, retaining their native language, along with the unblemished loyalty, 
and unabated martial spirit, which characterised their fathers. 

This account of the Varangian Guard is strictly historical, and might be 
proved by reference to the Byaantine historians ; most of whom, and also 
Villehardouin's account of the taking of the city of Constantinople by the 
Franks and Venetians, make repeated mention of this celehratea and sin- 
gular body of Englishmen, forming a mercenary guard attendant on the 
person of the Greek Emperors.f 
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Let t not be thought esttaordinary, that this soldier of the life-goavd 
ah Id be looked upon with some degree of ouriosity by the paaaing citizens. 
It n st la supposed, that, from their peculiar duties, they were not encou- 
raged to hold frequent intercourse or comniunioation with the inhabitants ; 
and, besides that they had duties of police occasionally to exercise amongab 
them, which made them generally more dreaded than beloved, they were at 
the sarae time conscious, that their high pay, splendid appointjnents, and 
immediate depecdenoe on the Imperor, were subjects of envy to the other 
forces. They, therefore, kept muoh in the neighbourhood of their own bar- 
racks, and were seldom seen straggling remote from them, imleES they had 
a oommission of government intrusted to their charge. 

This being the case, it was natural that a people so cnrioua as the Greeks 
should busy themselves in eyeing the stranger as he loitered in one spot, or 
Vfandered to and fro, like a man who either could not find some place which 
he was seeking, or had fdieil to meet some person with whom he had an 
appointment, for which the ingenuity of the passengers found a thousand 
different and inconsistent reasons. " A Varangian," said one oitiien to 
another, "and npon duty — aheml Then I presume SJ> say in your ear" 

" What do you imagine is his ohjeot?" enquired the party to whom this 
information was addressed. 

"Gods and goddesses! do you think I can tell you? but suppose that he 
is lurking here to hear what folk say of the Emperor," answei'ed the quid- 
imnc of Constantinople. 

"That is not likely," said the querist; "these Varangians do not speak 
our language, and are not extremely well fitted for spies, since few of them 
pretend to any intelligible notion of the Grecian tongue. It is not Ukely, I 
thinic, that the Emperor would employ as a spy a man who did not under- 
stand the language of the country." 

" But if there are, as all men fancy," answered the politician, " persons 
among these barbarian soldiers who can speak almost all languages, you 
will admit that suoh are excellently qualifiea for seeing clearly around liiem, 
since they possess the talent of beSolding and reporting, while no one has 
the slightest idea of suspecting them. 

"It may well be," replied his companion ; "but since we see so clearly 
the fos's loot and paws protruding from beneath the eeeraing sheep's fleece, 
or rather, by your leave, the bear's bide yonder, had we not better be 

S' igging homeward, ere it be pretended we have insulted a Varangian 
uard?" 

This surmise of danger insinuated by the last speaker, who was a much 
older and more esperienced politioian than hie friend, determined both on 
a hasty retreat. They adjusted their cloaks, caught hold of each other's 
arm, and, speaking fast and thick as they started new subjects of suspicion, 
tbey sped, close coupled together, towards their habitations, in a differeni 
and distant quarter of the town. 

In the meantime, the sunset was nigh over ; and the long shadows of tha 
walls, bulwarks, and arohea, were projecting from the westward in deeper 
and blacker shade. The Varangian seemed tired of the short and lingering 
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eirole in whi(!h he had now ti-odden foi- more than an hour, and in which 
he stil] loitei'ed lilie an unlibemted spirit, which catino^ leave the hnuoted 
spot till lioensed by the speil which has brought it hither. Even so the 
barharian, casting an impatient glance to the sun, which was setting in a 
blaae of light behind a rich grove of ojpresB-trees, looked for some ac- 
commodation on the benches of stone which were plnoed under shadow of 
tlie triumphal arch of Theodosius, draw the axe, which was his principal 
-weapon, close to his side, wrapped his cloak about him, and, tl;iongh his 
dress was not in other respects a fit attire for slumber, any more than the 
place well selected for repose, yet in less than three minutes he was fast 
asleep. The irresistible impulse whiot induced him to seek for repose in a. 
place very indifferently fitt-ed for the purpose, might be wearinMS consequent 
upon the militai-y vigils, which had proved a part of his duty on the pre- 
ceding evening. At the same time, his spirit was so alive within him, even 
while he gave way to this transient fit of oblivion, that he remained almost 
awake even with shut eyes, and no hound ever seemed to sleep more lightly 
than our Anglo-Saxon at the Golden Gate of Constantinople. 

And now the slumberer, as the loiterer had been before, was tlie subject 
of observation to the accidental passengers. Two men entered the porch in 
company. One was a somewhat slight made, but alert-looking man, by 
name Lysimachus, and by profession a designer. A roll of paper in his 
hand, with a litOp satchel contiuning a few chalks, or pencils, completed 
his stock in trade ; and his acquaintance with the remains of ancient art 
cave him a power of talking on the subject, which unfortunately^ bore more 
Bian due proportion to his talents of execution. His companion, a mag- 
nificent-looking man in form, and so far resembling the young barbarian, 
but more clownish and peasant-like in the expression of his ^atufes, was 
Stephanos the wrestler, well known in the Palestra. 

" Stop here, my friend," said the artist, producing hie pencils, " till I 
make a sketch for my youthful Hercules." 

" I thought Hercules had been a Greek,", said the wrestler. " This sleep- 
ing animal is a barbarian." 

The tone intimated some offence, and the designer hastened to soothe the 
displeasure which he had thoughtlessly excited. Stephanos, known by the 
Hurname of Castor, who was highly distinguished for gymnastie exorcises, 
was a sort of patron to the little artist, and not unlikely by his own repu- 
tation to bring the talents of his friend into notice. • ' 

"Beauty and strength," said the adroit artist, "are of no particular 
nation ; and may our Muse never deign me her priise, but it is my greatest 
pleasure to compare them as existing in the uncultivated tivage of the 
north, and when they are found in the darhng of an enlightened people, 
■who has added the height of gymnastic skill to the most distinguished 
natural qualities, suoh as we cin now only spo in the works of Phidias 
and Piaxiteles — ui in our hvmg model of the gymnistic (.hompions of 
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_, I acknowlpige that the Vnnngian is a pioper man," said the 
athletic hero, loftening his tone, "but tiie poor sa\*ge hath not perhaps, 
in his hfetime, had a single drop of Oil On his bosom 1 Hercules instituted 
the Isthmian Games" ■ 

" But hold ! what sleeps he with, wrapt so close in his bear-skin V said 
the artist. "Is it a club?" 

" Away, away, my friend !" cried Stephanos, as they looked closer on the 
sleeper. "Do you not know that is the instrument of their barbarous 
ofEce? They do not war with swords or lances, as if destined to attack 
men of flesh and blood ; but with maces and axes, as if they were to hack 
limbs formed of stone, and sinews of oak. I wilt wager my crown Fof 
withered parsley] that ha lies here to arrest some distinguished oommanaer 
who has ofiended the government! He would not have been thus formld- 
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ably (vrmed otlievwiso — Away, away, good Lysimachua ; let us respect tha 
Blambers of the bear." 

So saying, the ehampion of the Palestra made off with less apparent 
confidence than hie size and strength might havo inspired. 

Others, now thinly straggling, passed onward as the evening closed, and 
the sbitdowB of the cy^iress-trees ibll darker ai'ound. Two females of the 
lower rank cast their eyes on the sleeper. " Holy Maria !" said one, " if 
he does not put ine in mind of the JJastern tale, how the Genie brought a 
gallant young prinoe from his nuptial chamber in Egypt, and Isfii him 
sleeping at the gate of Damascus, I will awake the poor lamb, lest ha 
catch harm from the night dew," 

"Harm?" answered the older and Grosser looking woman. "Ay, such 
batm aa the cold water of the Oydnus does to the wild-swan. A lamb? — 
ay, forsooth I Why he's a wolf or a bear, at least a Varangian, and no 
m d tm t w id b g w dwth h m dbirb 
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over it, being the longer oontinuanoe of that sweet and placid light — gave 
signal to the warders of the citj to shut the folding leaves of tlie Golden 
Gate, leaving awioket lightly bolted for the passage of those whom business 
might have detained too late without the walls, and indeed for all who 
chose to pay a small coin. The position and apparent insensibility of the 
Varangian did not escape those who had charge of the gate, of whom there 
was & sti'Ong gnard, which belonged to the ordinary Greek forces. 

"By Castor and by Pollui," said the centurion — for the Greeks swdre 
by the anoient deities, although they no longer worabipped them, and pre- 
served those military distinctions with which " the steady Romans shook 
the world," although they were altogether degenerated from their original 
manners — "By Castor and Pollux, comrades, we cannot gather gold in this 
gate, according as its legend tells as ; yet it will be our fault if we cannot 
glean a goodly crop of silver; and though the golden age be the most 
anoient and honourable, yet in this degenerate time it is much if wo see a 
glimpse of the inferior metal." 

"Unworthy are we to follow the noble centurion Harpas," answered one 
of the soldiers of the wateh, who showed the shaven head and the single 
tuft* of a Mussulman, "if we do not hold silver a sufficient cause to bestir 
ourselves, when there has been no gold to be had — as, by the faith of an 
honest man, I think we can hardly tell its colour — whether out of the im- 
perial treasury, or obtained at the especse of individuals, for many long 

"But this silver," said the centurion, "thou shalt see with thine own 
eye, and hear it ring a knell in the purse which holds our common stock." 

"Which did bold it, as thou wouldst say, most Valiant commander," re- 
plied the inferior warder; "but what that purse holds now, save a few 
miserable oboli for purchasing certain pickled potherbs and salt flsh, to 
relish our allowance of stummed wine, I cannot tell, but willingly give my 
share of the contents to the devil, if either purse or platter exhibits symp- 
tom of any age richer than the age of copper." 

" I wilt replenish our treasury," said the centurion, " were our stack yet 
lower than it is. Stand up close by the wicket, my masters. Bethink you 
we are the Imperial Guards, or the guards of the Imperial City, it is all one. 
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and let us Iiave no man rush post us on a sudden ; — and now that w 

on oar guard, I will unfold to you But stop," said the Taliant ci ' 

"are we all here true brothers! Do all well understand the an 
laudable customs of our watch — keeping all things secret which cc 
praSt and advantage of this our vigil, and aiding and abetting the c( 
cause, without infurmaUon or treachery 1" 

"You are strangely suspidous to-night," answered the sentinel. "Me- 
thinhs we have stood by you without tale-telling in matters which were 
more weighty. Have you forgot the passage of the jeweller — which was 
neither the gold nor silver age ; but if there were a diamond one" 

"Peace, good Ismail the Infidel," said the centurion, — "for, I thank 
Heaven, we are of nil religions, so it is to be hoped we must have the true 
one amongst as, — Peace, I say ; it is unnecessary to prove thou canst keep 
new secrets, by ripping up old ones. Come hither — look through the wickefc 
to the stone bench, on the shady sido of the grand porch — tell me, old lad, 
what dost thou see there?" 

"A man asleep," said Ismail. "By Ileaven. I think from what I can 
see by the moonlight, that it is one of those barbarians, one of those island 
dogs, whom the Emperor sets suoh store by !" 

" And can thy fertile brain," said the centurion, " spin nothing out of his 
present situation, tending towards our advantage?" 

" Why, ay," said Ismail ; " they have large pay, though they are not only 
barbarians, but pagan dogs, in comparison with us Moslems and Nazarenes. 
That fellow hath besotted himself with liquor, and hath not found his way 
home to his barracks in good time. He ■will be severely punished, unless 
we consent to admit him ; and to prevail on us to do so, he must empty the 
contents of his girdle." 

" That, at least — that, at least," answered the soldiers of the city watch, 
but carefully suppressing their voices, though they spoke in an eager tone. 

"And is that all that you would make of suoh an opportunity?" said 
Harpai, scornfully. " No, no, comrades. If this outlandish animal indeed 
escape us, he must at least leave his fleece behind. See you not the gleams 
from his headpiece and hia cuirass ? I presume these betoken substantial 
silver, though it may be of the thinnest. There lies the silver mine I spoke 
of, ready to enrich the desterous hands who shall labour it." 

" But," said timidly a young Greek, a companion of their watch lately 
enlisted in the corps, and unacquainted with their habits, "still this bar- 
barian, aa you call him, is a soldier of the Emperor ; and if we are con- 
■victed of depriving him of his arms, we shall be justly punished for a 
military crime." 

" Hear to a new Lyourgus come to teach us our duty !" said the centurion. 
" Loam first, young man, that the metropolitan cohort never can commit a 
crime ; and next, of course, that they can never be convicted of one. Sup- 
pose we found a straggling barbarian, a Varangian, like this sluroberer, 
perhaps a Frank, or some otlier of these foreigners bearing unpronounceable 
names, while they dishonour us by putting on tlie arras and apparel of the 
real Roman soldier, are we, placed to defend an important post, to admit a 
man so suspicious within our postern, when the event may probably be ia 
betray both the Golden Gate and the hearts of gold who guard it, — to have 
the one seiEed, and the throate of the others handsomely cut?" 

" Keep him without side of the gate, then," replied the novice, " if you 
think him so dangerous. For my part, I should not fear him, were he 
deprived of that huge double-edged aso, which gleams from under his cloak, 
having a more deadly glare than the comet which astrologers prophesy such, 
strange things of." 

" Nay, then, we agree together," answered Ilai'pas, " and you speak like 
a youth of modesty and sense ; and I promise you the state will lose nothing 
in the despoiling of this same barbarian. Each of these savages hath a 
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double set of ncooutremects, the one wrought with gold, silver, inlaid work, 
■ i becomes their duties ia the prince's household ; the othei 
Now, in taking 
trom this suspicious cnacaoter Bis silver Jieimec ana cuirass, you reduce him 
to hia proper weapons, and you will see him start up in arras fit for duty." 
" Yes," said the novice ; " but I do not see that this reasoning will do 
more than warrant our stripping the Varangian of his armour, to be after- 
wards heedfully returned ta him on the morrow, if he prove a true man. 
How, I know not, but I had adopted some idea that it was to be confiscated 
for our joint behoof." 

"Unquestionably," said Harpas;, "for such has been the rule of our 
watoh ever since tbe lilays of the esoellent centurion Sisyphus, in whose 
time it first was determined, that all contraband commodities or suspicioua 
weapons, or the like, which were brought into tbe city during the night- 
watch, should be uniformly forfeited to the use of tbe soldiery of the guard; 
and wbei'c the Emperor finds the goods or arms unjustly seized, I hope he 
is rich enough to make it up to the sufferer." 
"But stiU-r-but still," said Sobastes of Mitylsne, the joung Greek afore- 

Biud, " were the Emperor to discover" 

" Ass 1" replied Uarpax, " he cannot discover, if he had all the ejea of 
Argus's tail. — Here are twelve of us sworn according to the rules of tlia 
watch, to abide in the same story. Here is a barbarian, who, if he remem- 
bers any thing of the matter— which I greatly doubt — his choice of a lodg- 
ing arguing his familiarity with the wine-pot — tells but a wild tale of losing 
his armour, which we, my masters," (looking round to his companions,) 
"deny stoutly — I hope we have courage enough for that — and which party 
will be believed ? The companions of the watch, surely 1" 

" Quite tbe contrary," said SebMtes. " I was born at a distance fi'oi 



hence ; yet even in the island of Mitylene, the mmour had reached me that 
tbe cavaliers of the oity-^uard of Constantinople were so accomplished in 
falsehood, tiiat the oath of a single barbarian would outweigh the Christian 



oath of the whole body, if Christians some of them are — for esample, this 
dark man with a single tuft on his head." 

" And if it were even so," siud the centurion, with a gloomy and sinister 
look, " there is another way of making tlie transaction a safe one." 

Sebastes, fixing his eye on bis commander, moved his band to the hilt of 
an Eastern poniard which he wore, as if to penetrate his exact meaning. 
The centurion nodded in acquiescence. 

"Xounw as I am," said Sebastes, "I have been already a pirate five years 
at sea, and a robber three years now in the hills, and it is the first time I 
have seen or heard a man hesitate, iu such a case, tn take the only part 
which ia worth a brave man's while to resort to in a pressing affair." 

Harpax struck his hand into that of the soldier, as sharing his uncompro- 
mising sentiments ; but when he spoke, it was in a tremulous voice. 

"How shall wo deal with him ?" said he to Sebastes, who, from the most 
raw recruit in the corps, had now risen to the highest place in his esti- 
mation. 

" Any how," returned the islander ; " I see bows here and shafts, and if 
no other person can use them" 

" They are not," said the centurion, " the regular arms of our corps." 

" The fitter you to guard the gates of a cify," swd tiic young soldier, with 
a horse-laugh, which had something insulting in it. "Well^be it so. I 
can shoot Eke a Scythian," he proceeded ; " nod but with your head, ono 
shaft shall crash among the aplintera of his skull and his brains ; the second 
eh all quiver in his heart." 

" Bravo, my noble comrade 1" said Harpas, in a tone of affected rapture, 
always lowering hia voice, however, as respecting tbe slumbers of the Varan- 
gian. " Such were the robbers of ancient days, the Diomedes, Cyrvnetes, 
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Synnes, Scyvocs, Procrustes, whom it required demigods to bring to wliat 
■was miBOalled jnatice, and whoae compeers and fellows will remain mastera 
of tha continent and isles of Greece, until Hercules and Theseus shall again 
appear upon earth. Nevertheless, shoot not, my valiant Sebaates — draw 
not the bow, my invaluable Mitylenian ; yon may wound and not kill." 

"I am little 'wont to do so," siud Sobastes, ag:un repeating the hoarse, 
chuckling, discordant laugh, which grated upon the ears of the centurion, 
though he could hardly tell the reason why it was so uncommonly unpleasant. 

" If I look not about me," was his internal reflection, " we shall have, two 
centurions of the watch, instead of one. This Mitylenian, or be he who 
the devil will, is a bow's length beyond me. I must keep my eye on liim." 
He then spoke aloud, in a tone of authority. " But, eome, young man, it 
is bard to disdouri^e a young beginner. If you have been such a rover of 
wood and river as you tell us of, you know how to play the Sicarius ; there 
lies your object, drunk or asleep, we know not which ; — you will deal with 
him in either case." 

"Will you give me no odds to stab a stupefied or drunken man, most noble 
centurion t" answered the Greek. " You would perhaps love the commis- 
sion yourself ?" he continued, somewhat ironically.' 

"Do as you are directed, friend," swd Hai'pas, pointing to the turret 
staircase which led down ftora the battlement to the arched entrance under- 
neath the porch. 

"He has the true cat-like stealthy pace," half muttered the centurion, as 
his sentinel descended to do snob a crime as he was posted there to prevent. 
" This cockerel's comb must be out, or he will become king of the rooat. 
But let us see if his hand be as resolute aa his tongue ; then we will con- 
eider what tarn to give tq the conclusion," 

As Harpax spoke between his teeth, and rather to himself than 'any of 
bis companiona, the Mitylenian emerged from under the archway, trending 
3n tiptoe, yet swiftly, with an admirable mixture of silence and celerity. 
His poniard, drawn aa be descended, gleamed in his hand, which was held 
a little behind the rest of his person, so as to conceal it. The assassin 
hovered less than an instant over the eleeper, as if to mark the interval 
between the ill-fated silver corslet, and the cody which it was designed to 
protect, when, at the instant the blow was rushing to its descent, the Varan- 
gian started up at once, arrested tha armed hand of the assassin, by striking 
it upwards with the head of bis battle^ase ; and while he thus parried the 
intended stab, struck the Greek a blow heavier than Sebastea had ever 
learned at the Pancration, whioh left him scarce the power bo cry help to 
bis comrades on the battlements. They saw what had happened, however, 
and beheld the barbarian set his foot on their companion, and brandish high 
his formidable weapon, the whistling sound of which made the old arch ring 
ominously, while he paused an instant, with his weapon upheaved, ere he 
gave the finishing blow to his enemy. The warders made a bustle, as if 
some of them would descend to the assistance of Sebastes, without, how- 
ever, appearing very eager to do so, when Harpas, in a rapid whisper, com- 
manded them to stand fast. 

" Each man to his place," he said, " happen what may. Yonder comes a 
captain of the guard — the secret is our own, if the savage has killed the 
Mitylenian, as I well trust, for he slJra neither hand nor foot. But if ha 
lives, my comrades, make hard your faces as flints — he is but one man, wa 
are twelve. We know nothing of his purpose, save that he went to see 
wherefore the barbarian slept so near the post." 

While the centurion thua bruited his purpose in busy insinuation to the 
companions of his watch, tha stately figure of a tall soldier, richly armed, 
and presenting a lofty crest, which glistened as he stept from the open moon- 
light into the shade of the vault, became visible beneath. A whisper passed 
among the warders on the top of the gate. 
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" Draw bolt-, shut gate, come of the Mitylenkn what will," said the cen- 
turion; "we are lost men if we own him. — Here comes the chiof of tha 
Vatangifin axes, the Follower himself." 

" Well, Heraward," said the officer who came last upon the scene, in a 
Bort of lingva Franca, generally used by the barbarians of the guard, " hast 
thon caught a night-hawk?" 

" Ay, by Saint George !" answered the soldier ; " and yet, in my oonntry, 
■<Ka would call him but a kite." 

"What ia he?" said the leader. 

"He will fell you that himself," replied the Varangian, "whan I take my 
grasp from his windpipe." 

"Let him go, then," said the officer. 

The Engliahman did as he was commanded ; but, escaping as soon as ha 
felt himself at liberty, with an alertness which conid scarce have been an- 
ticipated, the Mitylenian rushed out at the arch, and, av^ling himself of 
the complicated ornaments which had originally graced the exterior of the 
gateway, he fled around l)attreB8 and projection, closely pursued by the 
Varangian, who, enoumbered ■ftith his armoar, was hardly a match in tha 
oourse for the lightrfooted Grecian, as he dodged his pursuer from one skulk- 
ing place to another. The officer laughed heartily, as the two figuros, like 
shadows appearing and disappearing as suddenly, held rapid flight and 
chase around the arch of Thaodosiua, 

" By Hercules ! it is Hector pursued round the walla of Ilion by Achilles," 
sdd the officer ; " but my Pelides will scarce overtake the son of Priam. 
What, ho ! goddess-born — son of the whiw-footed Thetis !— But the allusion 
is lost on the poor savage — Holio, Hereward I I say, stop — know thine own 
most harharous name." These last words ware muttered ; then raising his 
voice, " Do not out-run thy wind, good Hereward. Thou mayst have more 
occasion for breath to-night." 

" If it had been my leader's will," answered the Taran^an, coming back 
in sulky mood, and breathing like one who had been at the top of his speed, 
" I would have had him as fast as ever grey-hound bald hare, ere I left off 
the chase. Were it not for this foolish armour, which encainbers without 
defending one, I would not have made two bounds without taking him by 
the throat." 

" As well aa it is," said the offioer, who was, in fact, the Aoouloutbos, or 
Follovier, so called because it was the duty of this highly-trusted officer of 
the Varangian Guards constantly to attena on the person of the Emperor. 
" But let us now see by what means we are to regain our entianoe thi'ough 
the gate ; for if, as I suspect, it was one of those wardora who was willing 
to have played thee a trioit, bis oonifiaoions may not let ua enter willingly." 
" And is it not," said the Varangian, " your Valour's duty to probe tbis 
want of discipline to the bottom 1" 

"Hush thee here, my simple-minded savage! I have often told you, 
most ignorant Hereward, that the skulls of those who come from your cold 
and muddy Bceotia of the North, are fitter to hoar out twenty blows with a 
sledge-hammer, than turn off one witty or ingenious idea. But follow me, 
Hereward, and although I am aware that showing the fine meshes of Gre- 
cian policy to tho coarse eye of an unnraotised barbarian like thee, is much 
like easting pearls before swine, a thing forbidden in the Blessed Gospel, 
yet, na thou hast so good a heart, and ao trusty, aa ia scarce to be met with 
among my Varangians themselves, I care not if, while thou art in attendance 
on my person, I endeavour to indoctrinate thee in some of that policy by 
which r myself — the Follower — the chief of the Varangians, and therefore 
erected by their axes into the moat valiant of the valiant^ am content to 
guide myself, although every way qualified to bear me through the c 
currents of the court by main pull of oar and press of sail — a oondesBen 
in me, to do that by policy, which ao man in tliis imperial court, the chosen 
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ephera of eaperior wits, could so well accompliah by open force as mjself- 
What think'at Ihou, good savage ?" 

" I know," aaewBred the Varangiaa, tcIio walked about a step and a half 
behind his leader, like au orderly of the present day behind his offioer's 
shoulder, "I ehould be sorry to trouble my head with what I could do by 
my hands at once." 

"Didlnot say 80?" replied the Follower, who had now for some minutes 
led the way from the Golden Gate, and was seen gliding along the outside 
of the moonlight walls, as if seeking an entrance clsoivhere. " Lo, such is 
the stuff of miat you call your head is made 1 Your hands and arms are 
perfect Ahitophela, compared to it. Hearken to me, thou most ignorant of 
all animals, — but, for that very reason, thou sboutest of confidanta, and 
bravest of soldiers,— I will tell thee the very riddle of this night-work, and 
yet, even then I doubt if thou canst nndersfeind me." 

" It is my present duty to try to comprehend your Valour," stud the Va- 
rangian — "I would say your policy, since you condescend to espound it to 
lue. As for your valour," he added, " I should be unlucky if I did not 
think I understand its length and breadth already." 

The Greek General coloured a little, but replied, with unaltered voice, 
" True, good Hereward. We have seen each other in battle." 

Hereward here could not suppress a short cough, which to those gramma- 
riana of the day who were skilful in applying the use of accents, would have 
implied no peculiar eulogium on his officer's military bravery. Indeed, 
during their whole intercourse, the conversation of the General, in spite of 
his tone of affected importance and superiority, displayed an obvious respect 
for his companion, as one who, in many points of action, mieht, if brought 
to the test, prove a more effective soldier than himself. On iTie other hand, 
■when the powerful Northern warrior replied, although it was with ail ob- 
Bervanoe of discipline and duty, yet the discussion might sometimes re- 
semble that between anagnorant macaroni officer, before the Duke of York's 
reformation of the BidUwj army, and a steady sergeant of the regiment in 
which they both served. There was a consciousness of superiority, dis- 
guised by external respect, and half admitted hj-the leader, 

" You will grant me, my simple friend," continued the chief, in the same 
t«ne as before, " in order to lead thee by a short passage into the deepest 
principle of policy which pervades this same court of Constantinople, that 
the favour of theEmpai'or" — ^here the officer rwsed his casque, and the 
soldier made a semblance of doing so also) — " who (be the place where he 
puts his fcot sacred !) is the vivifying principle of the sphere in which we 

live, as the sun itself is that of humanitji" 

" I have heard something like this said by our tribunes," said the Va- 
ran^an. 

'■ It is their duty so to instruct you," answered the leader ; " and I trust 
that the priests also, in their sphere, forget not to teach my Varangians 
theirainstant service to their Emperor." 

'■ They do not omit it," replied the soldier, "though we of the csiles know 

" God forbid I should doubt it," said the commander of the battle-nsies. 
"All I mean is to make thee understand, my dear Hereward, that as there 
are, though perhaps such do not esist in thy dark and gloomy climate, a 
race of insects which are born in the first rays of the morning, and expire 
with those of sunset, (thence called by us ephemerje, as enduring one day 
only,) such is the case of a favourite at court, while enjoying the smiles of 
the most sacred Emperor. And happy is he whose favour, rising as the 
person of the sovereign emerges from the level spaoe which extends around 
the throne, displays itself in the first imperial blaze of glory, and who, 
keeping his post during the meridian splendour of the crown, has only the 
fate to disappear and die with the last beam of imperial brightness." 
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"Your Valour," said the islander, "epeaka higher language thnn my 
Noctliem wits are able to oooiprehend. Only, methicks, rathev than part 
with life nt the Bnnset, 1 would, since insect I must needs be, bGoome a moth 
for two or three dark hours." 

" Such is the sordid desire of the vulgar, Hereward," answered the Fol- 
lower, with assumed superiority, " who are contented to enjoy life, lacking 
distinction ; whereaa we, on the other hand, we of choicer qaalitj, who form 
the nearest and innermost circle around the Imperial Alesins, iti which he 
himself forms the central point, are watchful, to woman's jealousy, of the 
distribution of his favours, and omit no opportunity, whether by leaguing 
ivith or against each other, to recommend ourselyes individually to the pe- 
liar light of his coantenance." 

" I think I comprehend what you mean," said the guardsman ; "although 
as for living such a life of intrigue — but that matters not," 

" It does indeed matter not, my good Hereward," said his officer, " and 
tbou art lucky in having no appetite for the life I have described. Yet have 
I seen barbarians rise high in the empire, and if they have not altogether 
the flexibility, the malleability, as it is called — that happy ductility which 
lan give way to oiroumstances, I have yet known those of barbaric tribes, 
jspeoially if bred up at court from their youth, who joined to a limited por- 
tion of this flesile quality enough of a certain tough durability of temper, 
which, if it doee not excel in availing itself of opportunity, has no con- 
temptible talent at creating it. But letting comparisons pass, it foUowa, 
from Uiia emulation of glory, that is, of royfl favour, amongst the servants 
of the imperial and most sacred courts that each is desirous of distinguish- 
ing himself by showing to the Emperor, not only that he fully understands 
the duties of his own employments, but that he is capable, in case of neces- 
sity, of discharging those of others." 

" I understand," said the Saxon ; " and thence it happens that the under 
ministers, soldiers, and assistants of the great crown-officers, are perpetually 
engaged, not in aiding each other, but m atiting as spies on tbeir neigh- 
bours' actions?" 

" Even so," answered the commander ; " it is but few days since I had a 
lisagreeable instance of it. Every one, however dull in the intellect, hath 
understood thus much, that the great Prostospathaire,* which title thoU 
knowest signifies the General-in-chief of the forces of the empire, hath me 
at hatred, because I am the leader of those redoubtable Varangians, who 
enjoy and weU deserve, privileges exempting them from the absolute com- 
mand wbicb he possesaea overall other corps of the army "— an authority 
which becomes Nicanor, notwithstanding the victorious sound of his name, 
nearly as well as & war-saddle would becoifle a bullock." 

"Howl" said the Varangian, "does the Protospathaire pretend to any 
authority over the noble exiles! — By the red dragon, under which we will 
live and die, we wilt obey no man alive but Alexius Comnenua himself, and 
;iur own officers !" 

"Bightlyand bravely resolved," said the leader; "but, my good Here- 
ward, let not your just indignation hurry you BO far as to name the most 
aaored Emneror, without raising your hand to your casque, and aiding the 
epithets of his lofty rank." 

" I will raise my hand often enough and high enough," said the Norse- 
man, "when the Emperor's service requires it." 

"I dare be sworn tnou wilt," said Achilles Tatius, tho commander of the 
Varingian Imperial Body Guard, who thought the time was unfavourable 
for distinguishing himself by insisting on that exact observance of etiquette, 
which was one ot his great pretensions to the name of a soldier. "Yet 
wore it not foi the constant vigilance of your leader, my child, the noble 
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Tftrangians would be iiode down, in the common mass of the army, ■with 
tho healhen cohorts of Huns, Scythians, or (Jiobg turbnn'd icfidelB the rene- 
gade Turks ; and even for this is your commander here in peril, because he 
vindieatea his ase-inen as worthy of being prized above the palti^ shafts of 
the Eastern tribes and the javelins of the Moors, which are only fit to be 
playthings for children." 

"You are eipoaed to no danger," said the soldier, closing up to Achilles 
in a confldentiiii manner, " from which these axes can protect you." 

"Do I not know it!" said Achilles. "But it is to your arms alone ihat 
the follower of his most aaored Majesty now intrusts his safety." 

" In au^ht that a soldier may do," answered Hereward ; " make your own 
computation, and then reckon this single arm worth two against any man 
the Emperor has, not being of our own corps." 

"Listen, my brave friend," continued Achilles. "This Nicanor -was 
daring enough to throw a reproach on our noble corps, accusing them — goda 
and goddesses 1 — of plundering in the field, and, yet more sacrilegious, of 
drinking the precious wine which was prepared for his most sacred Miyesty's 
own blessed consumption. I, the sacred person of the Emperor being 
present, proceeded, aa thou may'et well believe" 

" To give him the lie in his audacious throat I" burst in the Varangian — 
" named a plaoe of meeting somewhere in the vicinity, and called the attend- 
ance of your poor follower, Hereward of Hampton ' ' ' ^ ' 
for life long, tor such an honour ! I wish only y 

work-daj arms; but, however, T have my b ttl n ii n 

companion seized a moment to break in, for h m h t bash d t 

the lively tone of the young soldier. 

"Hush thee, my son," said Achilles Tati p k 1 w my 11 t 

Hereward. Thou mistakest this thing. W th th by mj d I w Id 
not, indeed, hesitate to meet five such as Nie 1" t h t th 1 w 

of this most hallowed empire, nor the sentin ts f t! th t 11 s- 

trious Pi-inoe who now rules it. Thou art deb h d my Id w th th 
swaggering stories of the Franks, of whom h m dm y 

" I would not willingly borrow any thing f m th wl m y U 
Franks, and we Normans," answered the v ra g d pp t 1 

dDgged tone. 

"Why, listen, then," siud the officer astlyp dd th wlk 

"listen to the reason of the thing, and consid wl th h t m 

obtain, as that which they term the duello, y t j f It 

and common sense, to say nothing of one wh 1 bl d w th th d 
nation of the most rare Aleiius Comnenu Tw t ! d h gh 

officers, quarrel in the court, and before the re d p rs f tl B p 
They dispute about a point of fact. Now, in te d f ach m tt h 

own opinion by argument or evidence, suppose they had adopted the custom 
of Uiese barbarous Franks, — 'Why, thou liest in thy throat," says the one; 
' and thou liest in thy very lungs,' says another ; and they measure forth 
the lists of battle in the nest meadow. Each swears to the truth of his 

guarrel, though probably neither well knows precisely how the fact stands, 
ne, perhaps the hardier, truer, and better man of the two, the Follower of 
the Emperor, and father of the Tarangians, (for death, my faithful follower, 
spares no man,) lies dead on the ground, and the other comes back to pre- 
dominatfl tn tjie court, where, had tho matter been enquired into by the 
rules of common sense and reason, the victor, as he is termed, would have 
been sent to the gallows. And yet this is the law of arms, as your fancy 
pleases to call it, friend Hereward I" 

"May it please your Valour," answered the barbarian, "there is a show 
of sense in what you say ; but you wil! sooner convince me that this blessed 
moonlight is the blackness of a wolfs mouth, than that I ought to hear 
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myself called liar, without cramming the epithet down tlio speaker's thi'oat 
■with, the spike of my battle-axe. The lie is to a man the samo as a hlow, 
and a blow degradea him into a slave and a beaat of burden, if endured 
without retaliation." 

" Ay, there it is !" said Achilles ; " coald I but get you to lay aside that 
inborn barbarism, which leads you, othemise the moet diaciplined soldiers 
who serve the sacred Emperor, into such deadly quarrels and feuds" 

" Sir Captain," said tne Varangian, in a sullen tone, " take my ndvioe, 
and take the Varangians as you have them ; for, believe my word, that if 
you could teaoh them to endure reproaohes, bear the lie, or tolerate stripes, 
you would hardly find them, when their discipline is completed, worth the 
single day's salt which they cost to bis holiness, if that be bis title. I must 
tell ynu, moreover, valorous sir, that the Varangians will little thank their 
leader, who heard them called marauders, drunkards, and what not, and 
repelled not the charge on the spot." 

"Wow, if I knew not the humours of my barbarians," thought Tatius, in 
hia own mind, "I should bring on myself a quarrel with these untamed 
islanders, who the Emperor thinks can be so easily kept in discipline. But 
I will settle this sport presently." Accordingly, he addressed the Saxon in 
a soothing tone. 

"My iaithful soldier," he proceeded aloud, "we Romans, according to 
the custom of our ancestors, set as much glory on actually t«Uing the trnth, 
as you do in resenting the imputation of falsehood ; and I oouTd not with 
honour return a charge of faisetiood upon Nicanor, since what he said was 
substantially true." 

" What I that we Varangians were plunderers, drunkards, and the like ?" 
said Hereward, more impatient than before. 

" No, surely, not in that broad sense," said Achilles ; " but there was too 
much foondation for the legend." 

"When and where J" asked the Anglo-Saxon. 

"You remember," replied his leader, "the long inarch near Laodicea, 
where the Varangians beat off a cloud of Turks, and retook a train of the 
imperial baggage ? You know what was done that day — how you quenched 
your thirst, I mean?" 

" I have some reason to remember it," said Hereward of Hampton ; " for 
we were half choked with dust, fatigue, and, which was worst of all, con- 
stantly fighting with our faces to the rear, when wo found some firkins of 
wine in cert^n carriages which were broken down, — -down our throats it 
went, as if it had been the best ale in Southampton." 

" Ah, unhappy I" said the Follower ; " saw you not that the firkins were 
stamped with we thrice excellent Grand Butler's own inviolable sea!, and 
set apart for the private use of his Irnporial Majesty's most sacred lips ?" 

"By good Saint George of merry England, worth a dozen of your Saint 
George of Cappadooia, I neither thought nor cared about the matter," an- 
swered Hereward. "And I know your Valour drank a mighty draught 
yourself out of my head-piece; not this silver bauble, but my stee!-cap, 
which is twice as ample. By the same token, that whereas before you were 
giving oivisrs to fall back, you were a changed man when you had cleared 
your throat of the dust, and cried, 'Bide the other brunt, my brave and 
Btout boys of Britain I' " 

"Ay," said Achilles, " I know I am but too apt to be venturous in action. 
But you mistake, good Hereward ; the wine I tasted in the extremity of 
martial fatigue, was not that set apart for his sacred Majesty's own peculiar 
mouth, but a saeondary sort, preserved for the Grand Butler himself, of 
which, as one of the great officers of the household, I might right lawfully 
partake — the chance was nevertheless sinfully unhappy." 

" On my life," replied Herowaid, " I cannot Bee the infelicity of drinking 
when we are dying of thirst." 
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" But olieer up, my noble comrade," said Achillea, afte he had h ed 
over his own exculpation, and without noticing the Va n an 1 gbt eet 
mation of the crime, "his Imperial Majesty, in his in ffable a u n bh 
imputes those ill-advised draughts as a crime to no n wh p t k f 
them. He rebuked the Protospathaire for flahin^ up th a a sat n an 1 
said, when he had recalled the bustle and confusion f th t t Ison e lay 
'I thought myself well off amid that seven times iieati,d iu ua e ban we 
obtained a draught of the barley-wine drank by my p V ug n and 
I drank their health, as well I might, since, had it not b n f the 
Yicea, I had dcunk my last; and well fare their hearts, though they quaffed 
my wine in return I' And with that he turned off, as one who said, 'I have 
too much of this, being a finding of matter and ripping up of stories (gainst 
Achilles Tatius and his gallant Varangians.' " 

" Now, may God bleaa bis honest heart for it !" said Hereward, with more 
downright heartinesa than formal respect. " I'll drink to his health in what 
I put next to my iipa that quenohea thirst, whether it may be alo, wine, or 
ditch-water." 

'■ Why, well B^d, but speak not aboTe thy breath I and remember to put 
thy hand to thy forehead, when naming, or even thinking of the Eraperorl 
— Well, thou knowest, Hereward, that having thus obtained the advanti^, 
I knew that the moment pf a repulsed attack is alwajs that of a suoeeseful 
charge ; and so I brought against the Protospathaire, Nioanor, the robberiea 
which have been committed at the Golden Gate, and other entrances of the 
city, where a merchant was but of late kidnapped and murdered, having on 
him certain jewels, the property of the Patriaroh." 

"Ay I indeed?" aaid the Varangian; "and what said Ales 1 mean 

the most sacred Emperor, when he heard euch things said of the city 
warders ? — though he had himaelf given, aa we say in our land, the fox the 
geese to keep." 

"It maybe he did," replied Achillea ; "but he ia a sovereign of deep 
policy, and waa resolved not to proceed against these treacherous warders, 
or their general, the Protospathaire, without deciaive proof. His Sacred 
Majesty, therefore, charged mo to obtain specific circumstantial proof by 
thy means." 

" And that I would have managed in two minutes, had you not called rae 
off the ohaae of yon eufr-throat vagabond. But his grace knows the word of 
a Varangian, and I can assure him that either lucre of my silver gaberdine, 
which they nickname a cuirass, or the hatred of my corps, would be suffi- 
cient to incite any of these knaves to cut the throat of a Varangian, who 
appeared to be asleep. — So we go, I suppose, captain, to bear evidence before 
the Emperor to this night's work 2" 

"No, my active soldier, hadst thou taken the runaway villain, my first 
act muet have been to set him free agwn ; and my present charge to jou is, 
to forget that such an adventure has ever taken place." 

" i& !" said the Varangian ; " this is a change of policy indeed I" 
" Why, yes, brave Hereward ; ere I left the palace thia n^ht, the Patri- 
arch made overtures of reconciliation betwixt me and the Protospathaire, 
which, as our agreement is of much consec|uence to the state, I could not 
very well reject, either as a good soldier or a good Christian. All offences 
to my honour are to he in the fullest degree repaid, for which the Patriaroh 
interposes bis warrant. The Emperor, who wdl rather wink hard than see 
disagreements, loves better the matter should be slurred over thus," 

"And the reproaches upon the Varangians," said Hereward 

"Shall be fully retracted and atoned for," answered Achilles; "and a 
weighty donative in gold dealt among the corps of the Anglo-Danish axe- 
men. Thou, my Hereward, mayst be distributor; and thus, if well-managed, 
mayst plate thy batiJe-axo with gold." 
"I love my aso better as it Is," said the Varangian. "My father bore it 
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agiiiost the robber Sormiins at Hastings, Stcol iDstead of gold for my 

" llioa niayst make tby choice, Hereward," answered hia officer ; " only, 
if thou art poor, say the fault was thine own." 

But here, iu the course of their oirouit round ConEtantinopIe, the officer 
and his soldier came t« a Tery email wicket or sallyport, opening on tho ii 
tiorior of a large and masaive advanced wort, which terminated an entra" ' 
to the city itself. Here the officer halted, and made his obedience, j 
devotee who is about to enter a chapel of peculiar sanctity. 



ImptEr tl[E ^iiiri. 



Bbporb entering, Achilles Tatlua made varioua gsBticnlationa, which wera 
imitated roughly and awkwardly by the unpractised Varangian, whoso 
service with his corps had been inmost entirely in the field, his routine of 
duty not having, till very lately, called him to serve as one of the ga ' " 
of Constantinople. Ho was not, therefore, acquainted with the t 
obsarvances which the Greeks, who were the most forma! and oerem' 
Boldiera and oourtiew in the world, rendered not mereljy to the Greek 
Emperor in peraon, but throughout the sphere which peculiarly partook of 
his infiaence. 

Achilles, having gesticnlated after his own fashion, at length tfluohed tho 
door with a tap, distinct at once and modest, Thia was thrice repeated, 
when the captain whispered to his attendant, " The interior 1— for thy life, 
do as thou aeest me do." At the same moment he started back, and, stoop- 
ing iiis head on his breast, with his handa over his eyes, as if to save them 
from being dazzled by an expected burst of light, awtuted the answer to 
his summons. The Anglo-Dane, desirous to obey his leader, imitating him 
as near as he could, stood side b^ side ia the posture of Oriental humilia- 
tion. Tho little portal opened inwards, when no burst of light was seen, 
but four of the Varangians were made visible in the entrance, holding each 
his battle-ase, as if aboat to strike down the intruders who had disturbed 
the silence of their watch. 

" Acoulouthos," said the leader, by way of password. 

*' Tatius and Acoulouthos," murmured the warders, as a countersign. 

Each sentinel sunk bis weapon, 

Achilles then reaced his stately crest, with a conscious dignity at making 
this display of court influence in the eyes of his soldiers. Herewavd ob- 
served an undisturbed gravity, to the surprise of his officer, who marvelled 
in his own mind bow he could be euch a barbarian as to regard with apathy 
a scene, which had in hia eyes the most impressive and peculiar awe. This 
inditferenoe he imputed to the stupid insensibility of his companion. 

They passed on between tlie sentinels, who wueolad backward in file, on 
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each side of tlie portal, and gave the stranaers entrance to a long narrow 
plant, stretched aeroaa the city-moat, which was here drawn within the 
encloBure of an external rampart, prajectiug beyond the principal wall of 
the city. 

" This," he whispered to Hereward, " ia called the Bridge of Peril, and 
it is aaid that it has been occasionally smeared with oil, or strewed with 
dried peas, and that the bodies of men, known to have been in company 
■with the Emperor's most sacred person, have been taken out of the Golden 
Horn,*' into which the moat empties itself." 
" I would not have thought," said the islander, raising his voice to its 

usual rough tone, "that Alasias Comnenua" 

"Hush, rrtsh and regardless of your lifel" said Achilles Tatlus; "to 
awaken the daughter of the imperial areh,f is to incur deep penalty at all 
times; but when a rash delinquent has disturbed her with reflections on 
his most sacred Highness the Euipetor, death is a punishment far too light 
for the effrontery which has inteiTupted her blesaed alnmberl-— 111 hath 
been my fMe, to have positire commands laid on me, enjoining me by bring 
into the sacred precincts a creature who hath no more of the salt of civil- 
iiation ia him than to'keep his worta! frame from corruption, since of all 
mental culture he is totally incapable. Consider thyself, Hereward, and 
bethink thee what thou art. By nature a poor barbarian — thy best boast 
that thou hast slain certain Mussulmans in thy sacred master's quarrel ; 
and here art then admitted into the iuviolable enclosure of the Blaqoernal, 
and in the hearing not only of the royal daughter of the imperial arch, 
which means," said the eloquent leader, " the echo of the subfuna vaults ; 
but — Heaven he our guide, — for what I know, within the natural hearing 
of the Sacred Bar itself 1" 

" Well, my captain," replied the Taranglan, " I cannot presume to speak 
my mind after the fashion of this place; but I oan easily suppose I ara but 
ill qualified to converse in the presence of the court, nor do I mean there- 
fore to say a word till I am spoken to, unless when I h 11 better 
company than ourselves. To be plain, I find difficulty m d 11 g ny 
voice to a smoother tone than nature has given it. & h f tl my 
brave captain, I will be mute, unless when jou give m g t (. k ' 

" You will aflt wisely," said the captain. " Here b ta p of 

high rank, nay, some that have been born in the p pi t If th t will, 
Hereward, (alas, for thee!) prepare t« sound with the 1 f th tly 

understanding the depths of thy barbarous and shall w t D ot, 

therefore, then, join their graceful smiles with thy h m b t of 
caohinnation, with which thou art wont to thunder fo th wh p g in 
chorus with thy messmates." 

" I tell thee I will be silent," said the Varan^an m d what 

beyond his mood. " If ;^ou trust my word, so ; if yc th k I i ck- 

daw that must be speaking, whether in or out of place and purpose, I am 
contented to go back again, and therein we can end the matter." 

Achilles, conscious perhaps that it was his best policy not to drive his 
subaltern to extremity, lowered his tone somewhat in reply to the uncourtly 
note of the soldier, as if allowing something for the rude manners of one 
whom he considered aa not easily matched among the Varangians them- 
selves, for strength and valour ; qualities which, in despite of Hereward's 
discourtesy, AchiEes snspected in his heart were fully move valuable than 
all those nameless graces which a more courtly and accomplished soldier 

The espert navigator of the intrioaeies of the imperial residence, carried 
tlie Varangian through two or three small complicated courts, forming a 
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part of the extensive Palaco of tho Blaquernal,* ftnd entered the building 
itaelf by a side door — watched in like manner by a sentinel of the Varan- 
gian Guard, whom they passed on being reoogniied. In the neit apart- 
ment was stationed the Court of Guard, where were certain eoldiera of the 
same corps amusing themselves at games somewhat resembling the modern 
draughts and dice, while they seasoned fheir pastime with frequent appli- 
cations to deep fiivgons of ale, which were furnished to them while passing 
away their hours of duty, Somo glances passed between Hereward and 
□is comrades, and he would have joined them, or at least spoke to them ; 
for, since the adventure of the Mitylenian, Hereward had rather. thought 
himself annoyed than distinguished by his moonl ght ra hi n th com- 
pany of bis commander, excepting always the sho t d t t g period 
during which he conceived they were on the way t flght d i Still, 
however nef^ligent in the strict observajJCQ of the c m f th sacred 

palace, the Varangians had, in their own way, rigid n t f al lating 

their military duty; in consequence of whioh Her w d w th t peaking 
to his companions, followed his leader through the g d m d one or 
two antechambers adjacent, the splendid and lusur ft f which 

ponvinoed him that he could be nowhere else save in the sacred residence 
of his master the Emperor. 

At length, having traversed passages and apartments with which the 
captain seemed familiar, and which he threaded with a stealthy, silent, and 
apparently reverential pace, as if, in his Bwn inflated phrase, afraid to 
awaken the sounding echoes of those lofty and monumental halls, another 
species of inhabitants began to be visible. In different entrances, and in 
different apartments, the northern soldier beheld those unfortunate slaves, 
chiefly of African descent, raised occasionally under the Emperors of Greece 
to great power and honours, who, in that respect, imitated one of the most 
barbarous points of Oriental daspotism. These slaves were differently occu- 

5ied; some sbanding, as if on guard, at |;ates or in passages, with their 
rawn sabres in their hands ; some were sitting in the Oriental fashion, on 
carpets, reposing themselves, or playiiig at various games, all of a character 
profoundly silent. Not a word passed between the guide of Hereward, and 
the withered and deformed beings whom they thus encountered. The ex- 
change of a glance with the principal soldier seemed all that was necessary 
to ensure both an uninterrupted passage. 

After malting their way through several apartments, empty or thus occu- 
pied, they, at length entered one of black marble, or some other dark- 
coloured stone, much loftier and longer than the rest. Side passives opened 
into it, so far as the islander could discern, descending from several portals 
in the wall; but as the oils and gums with which the lamps in these pas- 
sages were fed diffused a dim vapour around, it was difficult to ascertain, 
from the imperfect light, either the shape of the hall, or the style of its 
arobitecture. At the upper and lower ends of the chamber, there was a 
stronger and clearer light. It was when they were in the middle of this 
huge and lon^ apartment, that Achilles said to the soldier, in the sort of 
cautionary whisper which he appeared to have substituted in place of his 
aatural voice since he had crossed the Bridge of Peril — 
"Eemain here till I return, and stir from this hall on no account," 
" To hear is to obey," answered the Varangian, an expression of obe- 
dience, which, like many other phrases and fashions, the empire, which 
still affected the name of Koman, had borrowed from the barboinans of the 
Bast. Achilles Tatius then hastened up the steps whioh led to one of the 
side-doors of the hall, which being slightly pressed, its noiseless hinge gave 
w^ and admitted him. 

Left alone to amuse himself as he best could, within the limits permitted 
tfl him, the Varangian visited in succession both ends of the hall, where the 

• This iBluee Asihei \K name from lUa naighbourins Blaclifnmm Gale and B.ii]£e. 
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objeetB were more visible than elsewhere. The lower end had id ita centre 
a small low-browed door of iron. Over it was displayed the Greek orueiSs 
in bronze, and around and on every side, the representation of shackles, 
fettei'-bolts, and the like, were also executed in bronze, and disposed as ap 
propriate ornaments over the entrance. The door of the dork archway wna 
half open, and Herewatd naturally looked in, the orders of his chief not 
— '■ihiting his satiafjing his curiosity thus far. A dense red light, more 
IX distant spark than a lamp, affixed to the wall of what seemed a very 
iiaiiow and winding stair, resembling in shape and size a draw-well, the 
verge of which opened on the threshold of the iron door, showed a descent 
which saemed to oonduot to the infernal regions. The Varangian, however 
obtuse he might he considered by the qviick-witted Greeks, had no difficulty 
in comprehending that a staircase having such a gloomy appearance, and 
the access to which was by a portal decorated in such a melancholy style 
of arohiteoture, could only lead to the dungeons of the imperial palace, the 
size and complicated number of which were neither the least remarkable, 
nor the least awe-imposing portion of the saored edifice. Listening pro- 
foundly, he even thought ho caught such accents as befit those graves of 
living men, the faint echoing of groana and sighs, sounding as it wore from 
the deep abyss beneath. But in this respect his fancy probably filled np 
the sketch which his conjectures bodied out. 

" I have done nothing," he thought, " to merit being immured in one of 
these subterranean dens. Surely though my captain, Achilles Tatius, is, 
under favour, iittle batter than an ass, he cannot ne so false of word as to 
train me to prison under false pretests ? I trow he shall first see for the 
last time how the English asa plays, if such is to be the aport of the 
eveniug. But let us see the upper end of this enormous vault ; it may bear 
a better omen," 

Thus thinking, and not quite ruling the tramp of hie armed footstep no- 
cording to the ceremonies of the place, the large-limbed Saxon strode to the 
upper end of the black marble hall. The ornament of the portil here was 
a small altar, like those in the temples of the heathen d t wh h p o- 
jected above the centre of the arch. On this altar smok d f m 

sort, the fumes of which rose curling in a thin cloud to th f d tl 
extending through the ball, enveloped in ita column f m L g I 

emblem, of which the Varangian could make nothing It w th p o- 
sentalian of two human arms and hands, seeming t« f m th w 11 

having the palms extended and open, aa aboat to confer m h il 

who approached the altar. These arms were formed of b d b 

placed fiirtber back than the altar with its iricense, we th gi th 

curling smoke by lamps so disposed aa to illuminate th wh 1 hw y 

" The meaning of this," thought the simple barbarian, ' I h Id w 11 L w 
how to esplrin, were these flsta clenched, and were tl h 11 3 d t d t 
the paacration, which we call boxing ; but as even these helpless Greeks 
use not their hands without their fingers being closed, by St. George I coo. 
make out nothing of their meaning." 

At this instant Achilles entered the black marble hall at the same door 
by which he had loft it, and came up to hia neophyte, as the Varangian 
might be termed. 

" Come with me ngw, Heroward, for hero approaches the thick of the 
onset. Now, display the utmost courage that tnou canst summon up, for 
believe me thy credit and name also depend on it." 

"Fear nothing for either," said Hereward, "if the heart or hand of one 
man can bear him through the adventure hy the help of a toy like this." 

" Keep thy voice low and submissive, 1 have told thee a score of times," 
said the leader, " and lower thine ase, which, as I bethink me, thou hndst 
better leave in the outer apartment." 

"With your leave, noble captain," replied Hovewai-d, "I am unwilling 
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to lay aaide my brGad-winner. I am one of those awkward clowna who 
capiiot beliave aaemly unleBs I hare Bomething to occupy my hands, and 
my faithful battle-axe comes most natural to me." 

" Keep it then ; but remember thou dash it not about a<!Cording to thy 
ouatoiD, nor bellow, nor shout, nor cry aa in a battle-field; think of the 
sacred charaotev of tie place, which esaggeratos riot into blaaphemj, and 
remember the perBons whom thou mayst dianoe to ecc, an offeooe to sorae 
of whom, it may be, ranka iu the same sense with blasphemj against Hearen 
itself." 

This lecture carried the tutor and the pupil bo far as to the side-door, and 
tbecee inducted them into a species of anteroom, from which Achillea led 
hig Varangian forward, until a pair of folding-doors, opening into what 

E roved to be a principal dpartment of the palace, exhibited to the rough- 
ewn natiye of ihe nortli a sight equally new and surpriBing. 
It was an apartment of the palace of the Blaquernal, dedicated to the 
special service of the beloved daughter of the Emperor Alasius, the Princess 
Anna Comnona, known to our times by her literary talents, which record 
the history of her father's reign. She was seated, the queen and sovereign 
ijf a literary circle, such as an imperial Princess, porphyrogenita, or born 
in the sacred parple chamber itself, could assemble in those days, and a 
glance around will enable us to form an idea of her gueat-s or companions. 

The literary Princess herself had the bright eyes, straight features, and 
comely and pleasing manners, which all would have allowed to the Emperor's 
daughter, even if she could not have been, with severe truth, said to have 

Kaaessed them. She was placed upon a small bench, or sofa, the feir sex 
re not being permitted to recline, as was the fashion of the Roman ladies. 
A table before her was loaded with books, plants, herbs, and drawings. 
She sat on a slight elevation, and those who enjoyed the intimacy of the 
Princess, or to whom she wished to apeak in particular, were allowed, 
during such sublime colloquy, to rest their knees on the little dais, or ele- 
vated place where her chair found its station, in a posture half standing, 
half kneeling. Three other seats, of different heights, were placed on the 
dais, and under the same canopy of state which overshadowed that of the 
Princess Anna. 

The first, which sti'ictly resembled her own chair in size and convenience, 
was one designed for her husband, Nioephorus Briennius. He was said to 
entertain or affect the greatest respect for his wife's erudition, though the 
courtiers wore of opinion ha would have liked to absent himself from 
her evening parties more frequently than was particulairly agreeable to the 
Princess Anna and her imperial parents. This was partly explained by the 

Erivate tattle of the court, which averred, that the Princess Anna Comnena 
ad been more beautiful when she was loss learned ; and that, though still 
a fine woman, she had somewhat lost the charma of her person as she became 
enriched in her mind. 

To atone for the lowly fashion of the seat of Nioephorus Briennius, it 
was placed aa near to his princess aa it could possibly he edged by the ushers, 
BO (hat she might not lose one look of her handsome spouse, nor he the 
least particle of wisdom which might drop from the lips of his erudite 
consort. 

Two other seats of honour, or ro.ther thrones, — for they had ftiotstools 

S laced for the support of the feet, rests for the arms, and embroidered pil- 
)ws for tho comfort of the hack, not to mention the glories of the outspread- 
ing canopy, were destined for the imperial couple, who frequently attended 
their daughter's studies, which she prosecuted in public in the way we have 
intimated. On such occasions, the Empress Irene enjoyed the triumifih 
peculiar ki the mother of an accomplished danghter, while Alexius, as it 
might happen, sometimes listened with complacence to the rehearsal of his 
own exploits in the inflated language of the Prinoess, and sometimes mildly 
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nodded over her diaJoguoa upon the mysteries of philosophy, ivith the Patrt- 
ttrch Zosimus, and other sagee. 

All these four digtinguished seats for the persons of the Inipci'ial family, 
were occupied at the moment which we have desoribed, excepting that whiuh 
ought to hare been filled by Nioephoras Briennius, the hosDrmd of the fair 
Anna Comnena. To his negligence and absence was perhaps owing the 
angry spot on the brow of hia fair bride. Beside her on the platform were 
two -white-robed nymphs of her household; female slaves,- in a word, who 
reposed themselves on their knees on cushions, when their assistance was 
not wanted as a species of living book-4esks, to support and estond the 
parchment rolls, in which the Princess recorded her own wisdom, or from 
which she quoted that of others. One of these youna maidens, called 
Astarte, was so distinguished as a calligrnpher, or beautiful writer of various 
alphabets and languages, that she narrowly escaped being sent as a present 
to the Caliph, (who coold neither read nor write,) lit a time when it was 
necessary to bribe him into peace. Violaiite, usually called the Muse, the 
oiher attendant of the Princessj a mistress of the vocal and instiu mental 
art of music, was actoaJly sent in a compliment to soothe the temper of 
Bobert Guiscard, the Ai-ehdnke of Apulia, who being aged and stone-deaf, 
and the girl under ten years old at the tame, returned the valued present to 
the imperial donor, and, with the selfishness which was one of tliat irily 
Norman's obaraoteri sties, desired to haye some one sent him who could con- 
tribute to his pleasure, instead of a twangling squalling infant. 

Beneath these elevated seats there sat, or reposed on the floor of the hall, 
such favourites as were admitted. The Patriarch Zosimus, and one or two 
old men, were permitted the use of certain lowly stools, which were the only 
seats prepared for the learned members of the Princess's evening parties, 
as they would have been called in our days. As for the younger magnates, 
the honour of being permitted to join the imperial conversation was expected 
to render them far superior to the paltry accommodation of a joint^cool. 
jive or sis courtiers, of different dress and ages, might compose the party. 



who either stood, or relieved their posture by kneeling, along the verge of 
an adorned fount^n, which shed a mist of such ver^ small ram as to dispel 
almost insensibly, cooling the fragrant breeze which breathed from the 
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idea that the half-reasoning animal, as it is called, has joints incapable of 
kneeling down. 

"Yet I have seen them kneel when I was in the country of the Gymno- 
Bophists," said a person present on lie evening cf Hereward'a intro- 
duction, 

"To take up their master on their shoulders? so will ours," said the 
Patriarch Zosimus, with tlie slight sneer which was the nearest advance to 
a sarcasm that the etiquette of the Greek court permitted ; for on all ordi- 
nary occasions, it would not have offended the Presence more surely, lite- 
rally, to have drawn a poniard, than to exchange a repartee in the impe- 
rial circle. Even the sarcasm, such as it was, would have been thought 
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oensurable by that ceremonious court in any bufc tbe Patriarch, to wliose 
high rank some Siceose was allowed. 

Just as he had thus far offended decorum, Achilles Tatins, and his soldier 
Hereward, entered the apartment. The former hore him with even mora 
than his usual degree of courtliness, as if to set his O'wn good-breeding off 
by a comparison with the inexpert hearing of his follower ; while, neyer- 
theless, he had a secret pride in eshibiting, aa one under his own immediate 
and distinct command, a man whom he was accustomed t^ cocaider as one 
of Wie finest soldiers of the army of Alexius, whetlior appearance or reality- 
were to bo considered. 

Some astonishment followed the abrupt entrance of the new comers. 
Aohilles indeed glided into the presencB with the easy and quiet estremity 
of respect which intimated his habitude In these regions. But Hereward 
started on his entrance, and perceiving himself in company of the court, 
hastily strove to remedy hia disorder. His commander, throiving round ft 
scarce visible shrug of apology, made then a confidential and monitory sign 
to Hereward to mind his conduct. What he meant was, that he should 
doff his helmet and fall prostrate on the ground. But the Anglo-Sason, 
unaccustomed to interpret obscure inferences, naturally thought of his mili- 
tary duties, and advanced in front of the Emperor, aa when he rendered hia 
military homage. He made reverence with iis knee, half touched his cap, 
and then recovering and shouldering his axe, stood in advance of the impe- 
rial chair, aa if on duty as a sentinel. 

A gentle smile of surprise went round the oirole as they gazed on the 
manly appearance, and somawhat unceremonious hut martial deportment 
of the northern soldier. The various spectators around consulted the Empe- 
ror's face, not knowing whether they were to take the intrusive manner of 
the Varangian's entrance aa matter of ill-breeding, and manifest iJioir 
horror, or whether they ought rather to consider the bearing of the life- 
guardsman as indicating blunt and manly zeal, and therefore to be received 
with applause. 

It was some little time ere the Emperor recovered himself suSciantly to 
strike a key-note, as was usual upon such occasions, Alesiua Comnenus 
had been wrapt for a moment into some speoiesof slumber, or at least 
ahaeaoe of mind. Out of this he had been startled by the sudden appear- 
ance of the Tarangian ; for though he was accustomed to commit the outer 
guards of the palace to this trusty corps, yet the deformed blacks whom ixa 
have mentioned, and who sometimes rose to he ministers of state and com- 
manders of armies, were, on all ordinary occasions, intrusted with the guard 
of the interior of the palace. Alasins, therefore, awakened from his slumber, 
and the military phrase of his daughter still ringing in hia ears aa she was 
reading a doscriptioa of the great historical work, in which she had detailed 
the oonfliote of nis reign, felt somewhat unprepared for the entrance and 
military deportment of one of the Sason guard, with whom he was accus- 
tomed to associate, in general, scenes of blows, danger, and death. 

After a troubled glance around, his look rested on AchUles Tatiua, "Why 
here," he siud, "trusty Follower! why this soldier here at this time of 
night?" Hera, of course, was the moment for modelling tha visages reffis 
ad exemplum ; but, era the Patriarch could frame his countenanoe into 
devout apprehension of danger, Achilles Tatius had spoken a word or two, 
which reminded Ale»ua' memory that tha soldier had been brought there 
by his own special orders. " Oh, ay ! true, good fellow," said he, smooth- 
ing his troubled brow; "we had forgot that passage among the cares of 
state." Ha then spoke to the Tarangiaa with a countenance more frank, 
and' a heartier accent than he used to his courtiers ; for, ia a despotic 
monarch, a faithful life-guardsman is a person of confidehoe, while an 
officer of high rank is always in some degree a subject of diatrust. " Ha I" 
Buid ho, "our worthy Anglo-Dane, hiw farea he T" — This unceremonious 
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saltitation aurpriaed all but him to whom it Has addressed. Hercivard an- 
ewerod, aoaompanjicg his words with a roiljtorj obeisance which partook 
of heartinasa rather than reverence, witii a loud unsubdued Toice, which 
startled the presence still more that the language was Sason, which these 
foreignera oeoasionally used, " Woes Tiael Kaisar mirrig ttnd rnachiighl" — 
lliat IS, Be of good health, stout and mighty Emperor. The Emperor, with 
n smile of intdligence, to show ho could speak io his guards in Iheii' own 
foreign language, replied, by the well-known counter-signal — " Drinic 
hadP' 

Immediately a page brought a silver goblet of wine. The Emperor put 
his lips to it, though he scarce tasted the liquor, then commanded it to be 
handed to Hereward; and bade the soldier drink. The Sasua did not wait 
till he was desired a second time, but teok ofT the contents without hesita- 
tion. A gentle smile, deooroua as the presence required, passed oyer the 
assembly, at a feat which, though by no means wonderful in a hyperborean, 
seemed prodigious in the estimation of the moderate Greeks. Alesius him- 
self laughed more loudly than his courtiers thought might be becoming on 
their part, and mustering what few words of Yavangian he possessed, which 
he eked out with Greek, demanded of his life-guardsman — " Well, my bold 
Briton, or Edward, as men call thee, dost thou know the flavour of that 

"Yes," answered the Varangian, without change of countena c I 

tasted it once before at Laodicea" 

Here his officer, Achilles Tatiua, became sensible that his sold e ap 



proaohed delicate ground, and in yiun endeavoured te e 
order that he micht furtirely convey to him a hint tot 
take heed what he said in such a presence. But the soldier who v 



I military observance, continued to have his eye and attention fixed on 
me lumperor, as the prince whom he was bound to answer or to >iprve siw 
none of the hints, which Achilles at length suffered to become so broid 
that Zosimus and the Protospathaire exchanged expressive glances as cilt 
ing on each other to notice the by-play of the leader of the varan^ ans 

In the meanwhile, the dialogue between the Emperor and his sold ar con 
tinued: — "How," said Alexius, "did this draught relish compared with the 
former?" 

" There is fiiirer company here, my liege, than that of the Arabian 
archers," answered Hereward, with a look and how of instinctive good- 
breeding; "Nevertheless, there lacks the flavour which the heat of the 
sun, the dust of the combat, with the fatigue of wielding such a weapon as 
this" (advancing his aso) "for eight hours together, give to a cup of rai'e 

" Another deficiency there might be," said Agelastes the Elephant, '■ pro- 
vided I ara pardoned hinting at it," he added, with a look to the throne, — 
" it might be the smaller size of the cup compared with that at Laodicea." 

" By Taranis, you say true,'' answered the life^ardsman ; " at Laodieea 
I used my helmet." 

"Let us see the cups compared together, good friend," said Agelastes, 
continuing his raillery, " that we may be sure thou hast not swallowed the 
present goblet ; for I thought, from the manner of the draught, there was a 
chance of its going down with its contents." 

" There are some things which I do not easily swallow," answered the 
Varangian, in a calm and indifierent tone ; " but they must come from a 
younger and more active man than you." 

The company again smiled to each other, as if to hint that the philoec- 
ijher, though also parcel wit by profession, had the worst of the encounter. 

The Emporor at the same time interfered — " Nor did I send for thee 
hither, good fellow, to be baited by idle taunts." 

Here Agelastes shrunk back in tlie circle, as a hound that has been re* 
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— and the PrincesB Anna Comnena, 
s a certain degree of impatienco, at 
length spofee — "Will it then please you, my imperial and mueh-beloved 
father, to inform those blessed witb. admission to the Muses' temple, fur 
■what it is that you have ordered this soldier to be this night admitted to a 
place eo far nbove his rank in life? Permit me to say, we ought not to 
waste, in frivolous and silly jests, the time which is sficred to the welfare 
of the empire, as every moment of your leisure must be." , 

"Our daughter speaks wisely," said the Empreea Irene, who, like most 
mothers who do not piKsess much talent tliemselves, and arc not very capable 
of estimating it in others, waa, nevertheless, a great admirer of her favourite 
daughter's accomplistiments, and ready to draw thorn out on all oocasioDs. 
" Permit me to remark, that in this divine and selected palace of the Muses, 
dedicated tnj the studies of our well-beloved and liigh!y-gift«d daughter, 
whose pen will proserve yoor reputation, our most imperial husband, till 
the desolation of the universe, ana which enlivens and delights this society, 
the very flower of the wits of our suhlime court; — permit me to say, that 
we have, merely by admitting a single life-guardsman, given our conversa- 
tion the character of that which distinguishes a barrack." 

Now the Emperor Alexius Oomnenus had the same feeling with many 
an honest man in ordinary life when his wife begins a long oration, 
espeeially as the Empress Irene did not always retain the observance con- 
sistent with his awful rule and right aupremaey, although especially severe 
in exacting it from all others, in reference to her lord. Therefore, though 
he had felt some pleasure in gaining a short release from the monotonous 
recitation of the Princess's history, be now saw the necessity of resuming 
it, or of listening to the matrimonial eloquence of the Empress. He 
sighed, therefore, as he said, "I crave your pardon, good our imperial 
spouse, and our daughter born in the purple chamber. I remember me, 
our most amiable and accomplished daughter, that lEist night you wished to 
know the particulars of the battle of Laodicea, witii the heathenish Arabs, 
whom Heaven confound. And for certain considerations which moved our- 
selves to add other enquiries to our own recollection, Achillea Tatius, our 
most trusty IToUower, was commissioned to introduce into this place one of 
those soldiers nnder his command, being such a one whose courage and 
presence of mind oould best enable him to remark what passed around him 
on that remarkable and bloody day. And this I suppose to be the maa 
brought to us for that purpose." 

"If I am permitted to speak, and live," answered the Follower, "your 
Imperial Highness, with those divine Princesses, whose name ' t us as 
those of blessed saints, have in your presence th fl w f my Anglo- 
Danes, or whatsoever unbaptized name is given to my Id H is, as I 
may say, a barbarian of barbarians ; for, although b th d b ceding 
unfit to soi! nith his feet the carpet of this precinct f mpliahm nt and 
eloquence, iie is so brave — so trusty — so devotedly att. h d — a d nhesi- 
tatingiy aenlous, that" 

"Enough, good Follower," said the Emperor; I t n ly k w that 
he is cool and observant, not confused and fluttered d gib ttle, as 
we have sometimes observed in you and other great com d — and, to 
speak truth, have even felt in our imperial self on t d n y aaions. 
which difference in man's constitution is not owm to a y lU rity of 
courage, but, in us, to a certain consciousness of th mp t f r own 

safety to the welfare of the whole, and to a feeling of the number of duties 
which at once devolve on us. Speak then, and speak quickly, Tatius ; for 
I discern that our dearest consort, and our thrice fortunate daughter bom 
in the impei-ial chamber of purple, seem tc wax somewhat impatient." 

"Hei-eward," answered Tatius, "is as composed and observant in battle, 
as another in a festive dance. The dust of war is tho breath of his nostrils ; 
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and he will prove liia worth in combat against any f ui others (Vir'xngmns 
excepted,) who shall term theoiseWes your Imperial Highness b bravest 
seryants." 

" Follower," said the Emperor, with a displeased look aod tone, " in>!tead 
of instrootiog these poor, ignorant barbarians m the rules and oiviha%tion 
of oar enlightened empire, you foster, by such boastlul words, thp idle 
pride and fiiry of their temper, which hurries th"m into brawls with the 
legions of other foreign countries, and even breeds quairels among them- 

" If my mouth may be opened in the way of most humble escuse," slid 
the Follower, " I would presume to reply, that I but an hour hence tilked 
with this poor ignorant Anglo-Dane, on the paternal caie with which the 
Imperial Majesty of Greece regards the preserratioo. of that concord whuh 
unites the followers of his standard, and howde'juoua he is to promote that 
harmony, more especially amongst the various nations wlio have the happi- 
ness to serve you, in spite of the bloodthirsty quarrels of tlie Franks, and 
other northern men, who are never free from civil broil. I think the poor 
youth's understanding can bear witness to this much in my behalf." He 
then looked towards Hereward, who grately inclined his head in token of 
assent to what hie captain said. His excuse thus ratified, Achilles pro- 
ceeded in his apology more firmly. " What I have said even now was 
spoken without consideration ; for, instead of pretending that this Here- 
ward would face four of your Imperial Highness's servante, I ought to have 
said, that he was willing to defy six of your Imperial Majesty's most deadly 
enemies, and permit them to choose every circumstance of time, arme, imd 
place of combat" 

" That hath a better sound," said the Emperor ; " and in truth, for the 
information of my dearest daughter, who piously has undertaken to record 
the things which I have been the blessed means of doing for tlie Empire, I 
earnestly wish that she should remember, that though the sword of Alesius 
hath not slept in its sheath, yet he bath never sought his own aggrandize- 
ment of fame at the price of bloodshed among his subjects." 

" I trust," sMd Anna Gomnena, " that in my humble sketch of the life 
of the princely aire from whom I derive my existence, I have not forgot to 
notice cis love of peace, and care for the lives of hia soldiery, and abhor- 
rence of the bloody manners of the heretic Franks, as one of his most dis- 
tinguishing charaoteristics." 

Assuming then an attitude more commanding, as one who was about to 
claim the attention of the company, tlie Princess inclined her head gently 
around to the audience, and taking a roll of parchment from the fair 
amanuen wh h h had, in a most twautiful handwriting, engrossed to 
her mistre d tat n Anna Comnena prepared to read its contents. 

At th m n nt the yes of the Princess rested for an instant on the 
barbari n H wa d t whom she deigned this greeting — "Valiant bar- 
barian, f 1 n my f ncy recalls some memory, as if in a dream, thou 
art now to h a aw k which, if the author be put into comparison with 
the Bubj t, m ght b 1 kened to a portrait of Alexander, in executing 
which, m nf dauber has usurped the pencil of Apelles ; but which 

essay, however it may appear unworthy of the subject in the eyes of many, 
must yet command some envy in those who candidly consider its contents, 
and the difficulty of portraying the great personage concerning whom it is 
written. Still, I pray thee, give thine attention to what I have now to 
read, since tiiis account of the battle of Laodicea, the details thereof being 
principally derived from hia Imperial Highness, my esoellont father, from 
the altogether valiant Protospathaire, his invincible general, together with 
Achilles Tatius. the faithful Follower of our victorious Emperor, may 
veverthelesa be in soma circumstances inacourale. For it is to be thought, 
thitt the high offices of those great commanders retained them at a distance 
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from aorae partioularly active parts of the fray, in order that they might; 
haye more cool and accurate opportunity to form a judgment upon the 
whole, and transmit their orders, without being disturbed by any thoughtB 
of personal enfety. Even bo, brave barbarian, in the art of embroidery, 
(marvel not that we are a proficient in that mechanical process, since it is 
patronized by Minerva, whose studies we affect to follow,) we reserve to 
ourselves the superintendence of the entire web, and commit to our maidens 
and others the execution of partJcular parts. Thus, in the same manner, 
thou, valiant Varangian, being engaged in the very thickest of the affray 
before Laodioea, mayst point out to us, the unworthy historian of so re- 
nowned a war, those chances which befell where men fought hand to hand, 
and where the fate of war was decided by the edse of the sword. There- 
fore, dread not, thou bravest of the axe-men to whom we owe that victory, 
aud so Q^uj others, to correct any mistake or misapprehension which we 
may have been led into coneerniug the details of that glorious event." 
" Madam," said the Varangian, " I shall attend with diligence to what 

Jour Highness may be pleased to read to me ; although, as to presuming to 
lame the history of a Princess born in the purple, far be such a presump- 
tion . from me ; still less would it become a barbaric Varangian to pass » 
judgment on the military conduct of the Emperar, by whom he is liberally 
paid, or of the commander, by whom he is well treated. Before an action, 
if our advice is required, it is ever faithfully tendered ; but according to 
my rough wilj our censure after the field is fought would be more invidious 
than useful. Touching the Protospathaire, if it be the duty of a general to 
absent himself from close acfiouj I can safely say, or swear, were it neoes- 
Bftry, that the invincible commander was never seen by me within a javelin's 
cast of aught that looked like danger." 

This speech, boldly and bluntly delivered, bad a general effect on the 
company present. The Emperor nimself, and Achilles Tatius, locked like 
men who had got off from a danger better than they expected. The Pro- 
tospathaire laboured to conceal a movement of resenbnent. Agelastes 
whispered to the Patriarch, near whom he was placed, " The northern 
battle-ase lacks neither point nor edge." 

"Hush!" said Zoaimus, "let ua hear how this is to end; the Princess is 
about to speak." 
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Tub Shoe of Damascdb. 

The voice of tho northern soldier, although modified by feelings of respect 
to the Emperor, and ovon attachment to his captain, had more of a tono of 
blunt sincerity, nevertheless, than was usually heard by the sacred echoes 
of the imperial palace ; and though the Princess Anna Comnena began to 
think that she had invoked tlie opinion of a severe judge, she was sensible, 
at the same time, by the deference of his manner, that lis respect was of a 
character more real, and his applause, should she giun it, would prove more 
truly flattering, than the folded assent of the whole court of lier father. 
She gased with some surprise and attention on Hereward, already desoribed 
as a very liandsome young man, and felt the natural desire to please, which 
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is easily oteai*d in tiie miDd towards a flno person of the other ses. His 
attitude was eaej and hold, hut neither clownish nor uncourtly. Hia title 
of a barbarian, placed him at once free from the forma of oivihzed life, and 
the ritles of artificial politeness. But his character for yalour, and the nohle 
aelf-oonfiiJenGe of hia hearing, gave him a deeper interest than would have 

rential awe. 

In short, the Princess Anna Comnena, high in rauk aa she was, and born 
in the imperial purple, which she herself deemed the first of all attributes, 
felt herself, neyertheleES, in preparing to resume the recitation of her history, 
more anKiouB to obtain the approbation of this rude soldier, than that of 
all the rest of the oourteous audience. She knew them well, it is true, and 
felt nowise solicitous about the applause which the daughter of the Emperor 
■was sure to reoeiye with full hands from those of the Grecian court to whom 
she might choose to communicate the productions of her father's daughter. 
But she had now a judge of a new character, whoso applause, if bestowed, 
must have something in it intrinsically real, since it could only be obtained 
by affecting hia head or his heart. 

It was perhaps under the influence of these feelings, that the Princess 
was somewhat longer than usual in finding out the passage in the roll of 
history at whioli she purposed to commence. It was also noticed, that she 
began her recitation with a diffidence and embarrassment surprising to tha 
noble hearers, who had often seen her in full possession of her presence of 
mind before what they conceived a more distinguished, and even more criti- 
cal audience. 

Neither were the circumstances of the Varangian such as rendered the 
scone indifferent hi him. Anna Comnena had indeed attained her fifch 
lustre, and ijiat is a period after which Grecian beauty is understood to com- 
mence iia deoline. How long she had passed that critical period, was & 
secret to all but the trusted ward-women of the purple chamber. Enough, 
that it was affirmed by the popular tongue, and seemed to be attested by 
that bent towards philosophy and literature, which ia not supposed to be 
congenial to beauty inits earlier buds, to amount to one or two years more. 
She might be seven-and-twenty. 

Still Anna Comnena was, or had very lately been, a, beauty of the very 
first rank, and must be supposed to have atill retained charms to captivate 
a, barbarian of the north ; if, indeed, he himself was not careful to maintain 
an heedful recollection of the immeasurable distance between them. Indeed, 
even this recollection might hardly have saved Hereward from the charms 
of this enchantress,-bold, free-bom, and fearless as he was; for, during tiflt 
time of strange revolutions, there were many instances of successful gene- 
rals sharing the couch of imperial prinoesaes, whom perhaps they had them- 
selves rendered widows, in order to make way for their own pretensions. 
But, besides the influence of other recollections, which the reader may learn 
hereafter, Hereward, though fiattered by the unusual degree of attention 
which the Princess bestowed upon him, saw in her only the daughter of his 
Emperor and adoptedliege lord, and the wife of a nohle prince, whomreason 
and duty alike forbade him to think of in any oflier light. 

It was after one or two preliminary efforts that tbo Princess Anna began 
her reading, with an uncertwn voice, which gained strength and fortitude 
as she proceeded with the following pasaage from a well-known part of her 
history of Alexius Comnenus, but which unfortunately has not been repub- 
lished in the Byzantine historians. The narrative cannot, therefore, be 
otherwise than aooeptable to the antiquarian reader; and the author hopes 
to receive the thanks of the learned world for the recovery of a curious frag- 
ment, which, without his exertions, must probably have passed to the gulf 
of total oblivion. 
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"The 6un hai betakan Mmself to ils bed in theooean, ashamed, it would 
Keem, to see the immortal ai'mj of our most snored Bmperoe Alexius sur- 
rounded by those barbarous hordes of utiboiiering biirbarians, who, na 
daecribed in ouv last chapter, had oocupied tbe various passes both in front 
iind rear of the Bomans,* sBOured durinji; the preceding »ight by the wily 
barbarians. Althougii, therefore, a triumphant course of advanoa had 
brought us to this point, it now became a seriouB and doubtful questiou 
■whether our viotoriuus eagles might be able to penetrate any farther into 
the country of the enemy, or even to retreat with safety into their oirn. 

" The estensiTC acquaintance of the Emperor with military aEFmrs, in 
wbioh he oxoeeds most living princes, had induced him, on the preceding 
evening, to ascertain, -witb marvellous exactitude and foresight, the precise 
poaitaon of the enemy. In this most necessary service ho employed certiun 
light-armed barbarians, whose habits and discipline had been originally 
derived from the wilds of Syria ; and, if I am required to spook according 
to the dictation of Truth, seeing she ought always to sit upon the pen of a 
historian, I must needs say they were infidels like their enemies; faithfully 
attaobed, however, to the Roman service, and, as I believe, true slaves of 
the Emperor, to whom they communicated tbe information required by him 
respecting the position of his dreaded opponent Jeadegerd. These men did 
not bring in their information till long after the hour when the Emperor 
usually betook himself to rest. 

" Notwithe tan ding this derangement of his most sacred time, our impe- 
rial father, who had postponed the ceremony of disrobing, so important 
were the necessities of the moment, continued, until deep in the night, to 
hold a council of his wisest chiefs, men whose depth of judgment might 
have saved a sinking world, and who now consulted what waa to be done 
under the pressure of the eircumBtancea in which I hoy were now placed. 
And so great waa tho urgency, that all ordinary observances of the house- 
hold were set aside, since I have heard from those who witnessed the fact, 
that the royal bed was displayed in the very room where the council assem- 
bled, and that tbe sacred lamp, called tbe Light of the Council, and wbioh 
always burns when the Emperor presides in person over the deliberations 
of bis servants, was for that night — a thing unknown in our annals — fed 
with nnperfumed oil II" 

The fair speaker here threw her fine form into an attitude which expressed 
lioly horror, and the hearers intimated their sympathy in the esoiting cause 
by 00 prsspon ding signs of int-erest; as to which we need only say, that the 
sigh of Achillea Tati us was the most pathetic ; while the groan of Agelastes 
the Elephant was deepest and most tremendously bestial in its sound. Here- 
ward seemed little moved, escept by a slight motion of surprise at the 
wonder expressed by the others. The Princess, having allowed due time 
for the sympathy of her hearers to exhibit itself, proceeded as fojlowa : — 

" In this melancholy situation, when even the best-established and most 
sacred rites of the imperial household gave way to the necessity of a hasty 
provision for the morrow, the opinions of the counsellors were difierent, 
according to their tempers and habits ; a thing, by the w.'xy, whiob may bo 
remarked as likely to happen among the best and wisest on such occasions 
of doubt and danger. 

" I do not in this place put down tho names and opinions of those whose 
jounsels were proposed and rejected, herein paying respect to the secrecy 

Vol. XXL — 4 ' e 

hoseubyCoOt^lC 



50 WAVBRLEYNOVELE. 

and freedom of debate jiietly attached to the imperial caliiaet. Inongh it 
IB to say, that eomo there were who advised a speedy attack upon the enemy, 
in the direction of onr original advance. Othens Uiought it was safer, and 
might be easier, to force our -way to the rear, and retreat by the same course 
which bad brought ua hither; nor muHt it he eonoealed, that there were 
persons of unsuspected fidcE^, who proposed a third course, safer indeed 
than the others, but totally alien to the mind of our most magnanimous 
father. They recommended that a confidential slave, in company with ft 
minister of the interior of our imperial palace, should bo sent to the tent of 
Jezdegerd, in ordeE to ascertain upon what terms the barbarian would 
permit our triumphant father to reti-eat in safety at the head of his victo- 
rious army. On learning snoh opinion, our imperial father was heard to 
exclaim, ' Sanota Sophia!" being the nearest approach to an adjaration 
which he has been known to permit himself, and was apparently about to 
pay something violent both concerning the dishonour of the advice, and the 
cowardice of those by whom it was preferred, when, recollecting the muta- 
bility of human things, and the misfortune of several of his Majesty's 
gracious predecessors, some of whom had been compelled to surrender their 
sacred persons to the infidels in the same region, his Imperial Majesty re- 

Sressed his generous foelings, and only suffered his army counsellors to un- 
orstand his sentiments by a speech, in which he declared so desperate and 
BO dishonourable a course would be the last which he would adopt, even in 
the last extremity of danger. Thus did the judgment of this mighty Prince 
at once reject counsel that seemed shameful to his arms, and thereby en- 
courage the zeal of his ti'oops, -while privately he kept this postern in reserve, 
which in utmost need mi^ht serve for a, safe, though not altogether, in less 
urgent circumstances, an nonourahle retreat. 

" When the discussion had reached this melancholy crisis, the renowned 
Achilles Tatius arrived with the hopeful intelligence, that he himself and 
some soldiers of his corps had discovered an opening on the left flank of our 
present encampment, by which, making indeed a considerable circuit, but 
reaching, if we marched with vigour, the town of Laodicea, we might, by 
falling back on our resources, be in some measure in surety from the enemy, 
" So soon as tliis ray of hope darted on the troubled mind of our gracious 
fiither, ho proceeded to make such arrangements as might secure the full 
benefit of the advanlflge. His Imperial Highness would not permit the 
brave Varangians, whose battle-axes he accounted the flower of his imperial 
army, to take the advanced posts of assailants on the present occasion. He 
repressed the love of battle by which these generous foreigners have been 
at all times distinguished, and directed that the Syrian forces in the army, 
who have been Iseftre mentioned, should he assembled with as little noise as 
possible in the vicinity of the deserted pass, with instruetJons to occupy it. 
The good genius of tne empire suggested that, as their speech, arms, and 
appearance, resembled those of the enemy, they might be permitted unop- 
posed to take post in the defile with their light-armed forces, and thus secure 
it for the passage of the rest of the arm^, of which he proposed that the 
Varangians, as immediately attached to his own sacred pei'son, should foi-m 
tho vanguard. The well-known battalions, termed the Immortals, came 
nest, comprising the gross of the army, and forming tho centre and rear. 
Achilles Tatius, the faithful Follower of bis Royal Master, although mortified 
that he was not permitted to assume the charge of the roar, which he bad 
proposed for himself and his valiant troops, as the post of danger at the 
time, cheerfully acquiesced, nevertheless, in the arrangement proposed by 
the Emperor, as most fit to effect tho imperial safety, and that of the army. 
" The imperial orders, as they were sent instantly abroad, were in like 
manner executed with the readiest punctuality, the rather that they indi- 
cated a course of safety which had been almost despaired of even by the 
oldest soldiers. During the deitd period of time, when, as the divine Homer 
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tolls us, gods iind men are alike naleep, it ivhs found that the vigilance and 
pi'iidence nf a single iniliridiial had pi-ovided safety for the whole E<iman 
army. The pinnacles of the mountain passes were scarcely touched by the 
earliest beams of the dawn, when these beams were also reflected from the 
Bteel caps and spears of (he Syrians, under the command of a captain named 
Monastras, who, with his tribe, had attached himself to the empire. The 
Emperor, at the head of his faithful Varangians, defiled through the passes in 
orclci- to gwn that degree of advance on the road to the city of Laodlcea 
which, was desired, so na to avoid coming into collision vfith the barbarians. 

" It was a goodly sight to see the dark mass of northern warriors, who 
now lod the van of the army, moving slowly and steadily through the defiles 
of the mountains, around the insulated rocks and precipices, and surmount- 
ing the gentler aoelivities, like the course of a strong and mighty river; 
while the loose hands of archers and Ravelin-men, armed after tha Eastern, 
manner, were dispersed on the steep sides of tiio defiles, and might be com- 
pared to light foam upon the edge of the torrent. In the midst of the 
squadrons of the life-guard might be seen tlie proud war-horse of his Im- 
pei-ial Majesty, which pawed the earth indignantly, as if impatient at the 
delay which separated him from his august burden. The Emperor Alexius 
himself travelled in a litter, borne by eight strong African slaves, that he 
might rise perfectly refreshed if the army should be overtaken by the enemy. 
Tiie valiant Achilles Tatius rode near the couch of his master, that none 
of those luminous ideas, by which our august sire so often decided (he fate 
of battle, might be lost for want of instant communication to those whose 
duty it was to eseoute them. I may also say, that there wero close to the 
litter of the Emperor, three or four carriages of the same kind ; one pre- 
pared for the Moon, as she may be termed, of the nniverse, the gracious 
Empress Irene. Among the others which might be mentioned, was that 
which contained the authoress of this history, unworthy as she may bo of 
distinction, save as the daughter of the eminent and sacred persons whom 
the narration chiefly coneerns. In this manner the imperial army [jressed 
on through the dangerous defiles, where their maroh was exposed to insults 
fiom the barbarians. They vrcra happily cleared without any opposition. 
When we came to the descent of the pass which looks down on the city of 
Laodioea, the sagacity of the Emperor commanded the van — which, though 
tiie soldiers composine the same were heavily armed, had hitherto marched 
extremely fast — to haft, as well that they themselves might take some repose 
and refreshment, as to give the rearward forces time to come up, and close 
variuns gaps which the rapid movement of those in front had occasioned in 
the line of march. 

" The place chosen for this purpose was eminently beautiful, from the 
small and comparatively insignificant ridge of hills which melt irregularly 
down into the plains stretching between the pass which we occupied and 
Laodicea. The town was about one hundred stadia distant-, and some of 
our more sanguine warriors pretended that they could already discern its 
towers and pinnacles, glittering in thfe early beams of the sun, which had 
not as yet risen high into the horizon. A mountain torrent, which found its 
source at the foot of a huge rock, that yawned to give it birth, as if strncli: 
by the rod of the prophet Moses, ponred its liquid treasure down to the 
more level country, nourishing herbage and even large trees, in its descent, 
until, at the dist-ance of some four or five miles, the stream, at least in dry 
seasons, was lost amid heaps of sand and stones, which in the rainy season, 
marked the strength and fury of ita current. 

" It was pleasant to see the attention of the Emperor tothe comforts of 
the companions and guardians of his march. The trumpets from time to 
time gave license to various parties of the Varangians to lay down their 
arms, to cat the food which was distributed to them, and quench their thirst 
at the pure stream, which poured its bounties down the hill, or they might 
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ba Bean to extend tlveir bulky forma iijion the tuvf around them, The Em- 
peror, his most Berene spouse, and the princeBses and liidie?, were also served 
with breakfast, at the fountain formed by the small brook in its vary birth, 
nnd which the reverent feolinRS of the soldiers had left unpolluted by vulgar 
touoh, foi- the use of that family, emphatioall^ said to be born in the purple. 
Our beloved husband w.is also present on this occasion, and ■was among tho 
first to detect one of the disasters of the day. For, although all the rest of 
',he repast had been, by the dexterity of the officers of the imperial mouth, 
— arranged, even on so awful an occasion, aa to exhibit Jittle difference 
ta the ordinary provisions of the household, yet, when his Imperial High- 
iS called for wine, behold, not only was the saored liquor, dedicated to hia 
n peculiar imperial naa, Ivholly exhausted or left behind, but, to use the 
.._ iguage of Horace, not the vilest Sabine vintage eould be procured ; so 
:hat his Imperial Highness was ;;!ad to accept the offer of a rude Varangian, 
who proffered his modicum of decooted barley, which these barbarians 
prefer to the juiee of the grape. Tho Emperor, nevertheless, accepted of 
ibis coarse tribute." 

" Insei-t," said the Emperor, who had been hitherto either piungnd in deep 
contemplation or in an incipient slumber, " insert, I say, these very words ; 
'And with the heat of the raornine, and anxiety of so rapid a march, with 
a numerous enemy in his rear, the Emperor was so thirsty, as never in his 
life to think beverage more delicious," 

In obedienoa to her imperial father's orders, the Princess resigned the 
manuscript to tho beautiful slave by whom it was written, repeating to the 
fair scribe the commanded addition, requiring her to note it, as made by 
the express aaored command of the Emperor, and then praceeded thus ; — 
"More had I said here respecting tho, favourite liquor of your Imperial 
Hiehness's faithful Varangians ; but your Highness having once graced it 
wifli ft word of commendation, this aii, as they call it, doubtless because 
removing al! disorders, which they term ' ailments,' becomes a theme too 
lofty for the disonssion of any inferior person. Suffice it to say, that thus 
were we ail pleasantly engaged, the ladies and slaves trying to find some 
amusement for the imperial ears ; the soldiers, in a long line down the 
ravine, seen in different postares, some straggling to the watercourse, some 
keeping guard over the arms of their oomrades, in wliich duty they relieved 
each other, while body after body of the remaining troops, under command 
of the Protospathaire, and particularly those called Immortals,* joined the 
main army as they came up. Those soldiers who were already exhausted, 
were allowed to take a short repose, after which they were sent forward, 
with directions to advance steadily on the road to Laodioea; while their 
leader was instructed, so soon as he should open a free communication with 
that city, to send thither a command for reinforcements and refreshments, 
not forgetting fitting provision of the Baored wine for tho imperial mouth. 
Accordingly, the Roman bands of Immortals and others had resnmed their 
march, and held some way on their journey, it being the imperial pleasure 
that the Varangians, lately the vanguard, should now form tbe rear of tho 
whole army, so as to bring off in safety the Syrian light troops, by whom 
the hilly pass was still occupied, when we heard upon the other side of this 
defile, which he had traversed with so much safety, the awful sound of the 
Ldies, as the Arabs name their shout of onset, though in what language it 
is expressed, it would be hard to say. Perchance some in this audienoa 
may enlighten my ignorance." 

"May I speak and live I" said the Acoulouthos Achilles, proud of his 
literary knowledge, "the words are, Alia ilia alia, Mohamed resold oJZtt.f 
These, or something like them, contain the Arabs' profession of faith, which 
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Uiey ahvajs call out when tbey join tattle; I have heard them many 

"And BO have I," said the Emporor; "and as thou didst, I warrant me, 
I have Hometjmea ivished myself anywhere else than within hearing." 

All the circle were alive to hear the answer of Aohiles Tatius. He waa 
too good a coartier, however, te make any imprudent repiy. " It was my 
duty," he replied, " to desire to be as near your Imperial Highness as your 
faithful Follower ought, wherever you might wish yourself for the time." 

AgolasteB aad Zosimaa exchanged looks, and the Princess Anna Comnena 
proceeded in her recitation. 

"The cause of these ominous sounds, which came in wild confusion up 
the rooky pass, was soon explained to us by a dozen oavaiiers, to whom the 
task of bringing inlelligenee had been assigned. 

" These informed us, that the barbarians, whose host had been dispersed 
around the posiWon in which they had enoamped the preceding day, had not 
been enabled to get their forces together until our light troops were evneu- 
ating the post they had occupied for secnving the retreat of our army. They 
wore then drawing off from the tops of the hills into the pass itself, when, 
in despite of the rocky ground, they were charged furiously by Jezdegerd, 
at the head of a large hodj of his followers, wlueh, after rejieated exertions, 
he had at length brought to operate on the rear of the Syrians. Notwith- 
standing that the pass was unfavourable for cavalry, the personal exertions 
of the infidel chief made his followers advance with a degree of reeolntioa 
unknown to the Sjfrians of the lionian army, who, finding themselves at a 
distance from their companions, formed the injurious idea that they were 
left there to be sacrifloea, and thought of flight in various directions, rather 
than of a combined and resolute resistance. The state of affairs, therefore, 
at the further end of the piss, was less favonrabie than we could wish, and 
those whose curiosity desired to see something which might be termed the 
rout of the rear of an army, beheld the Syrians pursued from the hill tops, 
overwhelmed, and individually cut down and made prisoners by the bands 
of caitiff Mussulmans. 

" His Imperial Highnese looted upon the scene of battle for a few minutes, 
and, much commoved at what he saw, was somewhat hasty in his directions 
to the Varangiani to resume their arms ind precipitate their mai'oh towards 
Laodioea ; wbe p f tl n th rn soldiers said boldly, though in 

opposifJon to th mp 1 mm d If we attempt to go hastily down this 
hill, our rcar-^ d w II b f d t only by onr own hurry, hut by 

these lunawav d Is f Sy wl in their headlong flight will not 

fail to mia tn i w k Let two hundred Varangians, 

who will live a d d f th h f England, abide in the very throat 

of this pass w th wh i th t t the Emperor to this Laodicea, or 

whatever it is eallod. We may peii^h in our defence, but we shall die in 
our duty ; and I have little doubt but we shall furnisii euoh a meal as will 
slay the stomach of these yelping hounds from seeking any farther banquet 
this day.' 

" My imperial father at onee discovered the importance of this advice, 
though it made him wellnigh weep to see with what unshrinking fidelity 
these poor barbarians pressed to fill up the number of those who were to 
undertake this desperate duty — with what kindness they took leave of their 
comrades, and with what jovial shouts they followed their sovereign with 
their eyes as he proceeded on his march down the hill, leaving them behind 
to resist and perish. The Imperial eyes were filled with tears ; and I am 
not ashamed to confess, that amid the terror of the moment, the Empress, 
and I myself, forgot our rank in paying a similar tribute to these bold and 
self-devoted men. 

"We left their leader carefully arraying his handful of comrades in defence 
of the pass, where tlie middle path was occupied by their centre, while their 
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winga on either sido were so disposed as to sot upon Iheflfinka of the on em y, 
should he raahlj press upon such as appeared opposed to him in the road. 
We had not proceeded half waj towards the plain, when a dreadful shout 
arose, in which the yells of the Araljs were mingled with the deep and more 
regular shouts which these strangers usually repeat thrice, as well when 
hiSding hail to their commanders and princes, as when in the act of enga- 
ging in battle. Many a look was turned back by their comrades, and many 
a form was seen in tho ranka which might hare claimed the chisel of a 
sculptor, while the soldier hesitated whether to follow the lino of his duty, 
which called him to march forward with hia Emperor, or the impulse of 
couragie, which prompted him to rush hack to join bis companions. Disci- 
pline, nowever, prevailed, and the main body marched on. 

"An hour baa elapsed, during which we heard, from time to time, the 
noise of battle, when a mounted Varangian presented himself at the side of 
the Emperor's litter. The horse was covered with foam, and had obviously, 
from his trappings, the fineneas of hia limba, and the amallness of hia Joints, 
been the charger of aome chief of the desert, which had fallen by the chance 
of battle into the posaeaaion of the northern warrior. The broad ase which 
tiie Varangian bora woa also sliuned with blood, and the paleness of death 
itself w«a npon hia countenance. Theae marks of recent battle were held 
Buffioient to excuse tho irregularity of his salutation, while ho esclsimed, — 
'Noble Prince, the Arabs are defeated, and you may pursue your march at 
more leisure.' 

" ' Where is Jeadegerd V said tho Emperor, who had many reasons for 
dreading this celebrated chief. 

" ' Jezdegerd,' continued the Varangian, ' is where brave men are who fall 
in their duty.' 

" ' And that ia' — said tlie Emperor, impatient to know distinctly the fate 
of EO formidable an adversary 

" 'Where I am now going,' answered the faithful soldier, who dropped 
from his horse as be spoke, and oxpii'ed at the feet of the litter-bearers. 

" The Emperor called to his attendants to aee that the body of this faithful 
retiuner, to whom he desUned an honourable sepulchre, was not left to the 
jackal or vulture ; and aome of his brethren, the Anglo-Sasons, among 
whom he was a man of no mean repute, raised the body oa their ahoulders, 
and resumed their march with this additional encumbrance, prepared to 
fight for their precious burden, like the valiant Menelaus for the body of 
Patroclua." 

The Princess Anna Comnena here naturally paused; for, having attained 
what ahe probably considered as the rouadiog of a period, she was willing 
to gather an idea of the feelings of her audienoe. Indeed, but that ahe had 
been intent upon her own manuscript, the emotions of the foreign aoldier 
wast have more early attracted her attention. In the beginning of her reci- 
tation, he had retained the same attitude which he had at first assumed, 
stJff and rigid as a sentinel upon duty, and apparently remembering nothing 
save that he waa performing that duty in presence of the imperial court. 
As the narrative advanced, however, he appeared to take more interest in 
what waa read. The anxious feara expreaaed by the various leaders in the 
midnight council, he listened to with a smile of suppreaaed contempt, and 
he almost laughed at the praises bestowed upon the leader of his own corps, 
Achilles Tatius. Nor did, even the name of the Emperor, though listened 
to respectfully, gain that applause for which his daughter fought so hard, 
and need ao much exaggeration. 

Hitherto the Varangian's countenance indicated very slightly any interna! 
omotions ; but they appeared to take a deeper hold on bis mind as she came 
to ijio description of the halt after the main army had eleai'ed tho paaa ; the 
unexpected advance of the Arabs ; the retreat of the column which escorted 
the Emperor; and the account of the distant engagement. He lost, on 
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lioaring the narration of thesa events, the rigid and constrained look of a 
Bjidier, who liatened to the history of his Emperor with tiie same feelinga 
with which he would have mounted guard at hia palace. His colour began 
to come and go ; hia ejes to fill and to spackle ; his limbs to become more 
agitnted than their owner seemed to assent to ; and his whole appearance 



which he Dears, and insensible, or forgetful, of whatever else is paaeiag 
before him, as well as of the quality of those who ate present. 

As the historian proceeded, Hereward became less able to conceal his agi- 
tation ; and at the momeBt the Princess looked ronnd, hia feelinga became 
so acQt«, that, forgetting where ho was, he dropped his ponderous a.ie upon 
the floor, and, clasping liis hands together, esclaimed, — "My unfortunate 
brother 1" 

All were startled by the clang of the falling weapon, and several persons 
at once attempted to interfere, as called upon to explain a circumstance so 
unusua!. Achillea Tatius made some small progress in & speech designed 
to apologize for the rough mode of venting his sorrows io which Heieward 
had given way, by assuring the eminent persons present, that the poor un- 
cultivated barbarian was actually younger brother to him who had com- 
manded and fallen at the memorable defile. The Princess said nothing, 
but waa evidently struck, and affected, and not ili-pleased, perhaps, at 
having given rise to feelings of interest so flattering to her as an authoress. 
The others, each in their character, uttered incoherent words of what waa 
meant to be oonaolation ; for distress which flows from a natural cause, 
eenorally attracts sympathy even from the most artiiioial characters. 
The voice of Alexius silenced all these imperfect speakers: "Hah, my 
brave soldier, Edward I" said the Emperor, "I must have been blind that I 
did not sooner recognise thee, as I think there ia a memorandum entered, 
respecting five hundred pieces of gold due from us to Edward the Varan- 
gian ; we have it in our secret scroll of such liberalities for which we stand 
indebted to our servitors, nor shall the payment be longer deferred." 

" Not to me, if it may please you, my liege," said the Anglo-Dane, hastily 
composing hia countenance into its rough gravity of lineament, " lest it 
should be to one who oan claim no interest in your imperial munificence. 
My name is Hereward; that of Edward is borne by three of my compa- 
nions, all of them as likely as I to have deserved your Highness's reward 
for the faithful performance of their duty." 

Many a sign was made by Tatius ia order to guard hia soldier againat the 
folly of declining the liberality of the Emperor. Agelaates spoke move 
plainly. "Young man," he saio, "rejoice in an honour so unespeotod, and 
answer henceforth to no other name save that of Edward, by which it hatU 
pieiised the light of the world, as it poured a ray upon thee, to distinguish 
thee from other barbarians. What ia to thee the font-stone, or the priest 
ofSuiating thereat, shouldst thou hava derived from either any epithet diffe- 
rent from that by which it hath now pleased the Emperor to distinguish 
thee from the common mass of humanity, and by which proud distinction 
thou hast now a right to be known ever afterwards?" 

" Hereward was the name of my father," said the soldier, who had now 
altogether recovered his composure. " I cannot abandon it while I honour 
his memory in death. Edward is the title of my comrade — I must not run 
the risk of usurping his interest." 

" Peace all I" interrupted the Emperor, " If we have made a mistake, 
we are rich enough to right it; nor shall Hereward bo the poorer, if an 
Edward shall be found to merit thia gratuity." 

" " r Highnesa may trust that to your affectionate consort," answei-ed 

s most aacred Highness," said the Princess Anna Comnena, "is so 
avariciously desirous to do whatever is good and gracious, that he leaves no 
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room eTcn for his nearest oonnoxions to display gcoerosity or munifioence. 
Novertheleea, I, in my degree, will toatify my gratitude to this hrave man ; 
for where his asploits are mentioned in. this history, I will caus? to be re- 
corded, — ' This feat was done by Hereward the Anglo-Dane, whom it hath 
pleased his Imperial Majesty to call Edward." Keep this, good youth," ehe 
continued, bestowing at the same tTme a ring of price, " in token that we 
will not forget our engagement." 

Hereward accepted the token with a profound obeisance, and a discompo- 
sure which his station rendered not unbecoming. It was obvious to most 
pcraons present, that the gTOtitude of the beautiful Priaoeas was expressed 
in a manner more acceptable to the youthful life-guardsman, than that of 
Alexius Comnenus. He took the ring with great demonstration of thank- 
fulness :— " Precious relic 1" ho said, as he saluted this pledge of esteem by 
Jressing it to his lips ; " we may not remain long together, but be assured," 
ending reverently to the Princess, " that death alone shall part ua." 

" Proceed, our princely daughter," said the Empress Irene ; " you have 
done enough to show that valour is preoioua to her who can confer fame, 
whether it be found in a Roman or a barbarian." 

The Princess resumed her narrative with some slight appearance of 
embarrassment. 

" Our movement upon Laodicca was now resumed, and continued with 
good hopes on the part of those engaged in the march. Yet instinctively 
we could not help casting our eyes to the rear, which had been so ]ong the 
direction in which we feared attack. At length, to our surprise, a thick 
cloud of dust was visible on the descent of the hill, half way betwixt ua 
and the place at which we had halted. Some of the troops wno composed 
our retreating body, particularly tliose in the rear, began to esolaim 'The 
Arabs ! the Arabs r and their march assumed a more precipitate character 
when they believed tliemselves pursed by the enemy. But the Yarangian 
guards affirmed with one voice, that the dust was raised by the remains of 
Uieir own comrades, who, loft in the defence of the pass, had marched off 
after having so valiantly maintained the station intrusted to them They 
fortified their opinion by professional remarks that the cloud of dust was 
more concentiated than if raised by the Arab horse, and they even pre- 
tended to assert, from their knowledge of such cases, that the number of 
their comrades had been much diminished in the action. Some Sjniil 
horsemen, despatched to reconnoitre the approaching body, brought intelli 
gence corresponding with the opinion of the Varangians in every pirticnlai 
The portion of the W)dy-guard had beaten back the Arabs, and then giliant 
leader had slain their chief Jezdegerd, in which service he was mortally 
wounded, as this history hath already mentioned. The survivors of the 
detachment, diminished by one half, were now on their march to i iin the 
Emperor, as fast as the enourabranoe of bearing their wounded to a place 
of safety would permit. 

" The Emperor Alexius, with one of those brilliant and benevolent ideas 
which mark his paternal character towards his soldiers, ordered all the 
litters, even that for his own most sacred use, to be instantly sent back to 
relieve tlie bold Varangians of the task of hearing the wounded. The 
shouts of the Varangians' gratitude may be more easily conceived than 
described, when they beheld the Emperor himself descend from his litter, 
tike an ordinary cavalier, and assume his war-horse, at the same time that 
the most sacred Empress, as well as the authoress of this history, with other 
princesses born in the purple, mounted upon mules in order to proceed upon, 
the march, while their jitters were unhesitatingly assigned for the accom- 
modation of the wounded men. This was indeed a mark, as well of military 
sagacity as of humanity ; for the relief afforded to the bearers of the 
wounded, enabled the survivors of those who had defended the defile at the 
fountain, to join ua sooner than would otherwise have been possible. 
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" It was an an awful thing to ■sea those men who had left us in tha full 
splendoiiir which militaiy equipment gives to joiith and stvength, ngnin ap- 
pearing in diminished numbers — their armour shattered — their shielda full 
of arrows — their offensive weapons marked with blood, and they themaelves 
exhibiting ail the signs of desperate and recent battle. Nor was it less 
interesting to remark the meeting of the soldiers who had been engaged, 
with tbe comrades whom they had rejoined. The Emperor, at the sug- 
gestion of the trustj Acoalouthos, permitted them a. few moments to leave 
tlialr ranks, and learn from e.ioh other the fate of the battle. 

" As the two bands mingled, it seemed a meeting where grief and joy had 
a contest together. The most rugged of those barbarians,— and I who saw 
it can bear witness to the faof^ — as he welcomed with a grasp of his strong 
hand some comrade whom he had given up for lost, had his large blue eyes 
filled with tears at heating of the loss of some one whom he had hoped 
might have survived. Other veterans reviewed tbe standards which had 
been in the conflict, satisfied themselves that they had all been brought back 
in honour and safety, and counted the fresh arrow-shots with whieli they 
had been piei-oed, in addition to similar .marks of former battles. All wore 
luud in the praises of the bravo young leader they had lost, nor were the 
acolamations lees general in laud of him who had auueeeded to the ooro- 
mand, who brought up tha party of his deceased brothei' — and whom," said 
the Princess, in a few words which seemed apparently interpolated for the 
occasion, "I now assure of the high honour and estimatioa in which he is 
held by the author of this history — that is, I would say, by every member 
of the imperial family — for his gallant services in suiiv an important 

Having hurried over her tribute to her friend the Varangian, in which 
emotions mingled that are not willingly expressed before so many hearers, 
Anna Comnena proueedod with composure in the part of her history which 
which was less personal. 

"We had not much time to make more observations on what passed 
among those brave soldiers ; for a few minutes having been allowed to their 
feelings, the trumpet sounded tlie advance towards Laodioea, and we soon 
beheld the town, now about four miles from us, in fields which were chiefiy 
fiovered with trees. Apparently tlie garrison had already some notice of 
OUT approach, for onrta and wains were seen advancing from the gates with 
refreshments, whioh the heat of the day, the length of the march, and 
columns of dust, as well as the want of water, bad rendered of the last 
necessity to «a. The soldiers joyfully mended their pace in order to meet 
the sooner with the supplies of which they stood so much in need. But aa 
the cup doth not carry in all cases the liquid treasure to the lips for whioh 
it was intended, however much it may be longed for, what was our mortifi- 
cation to behold a cloud of Arabs issue at full gallop from the wooded plain 
betwiit the Eoman army and the city, and throw themselves upon tha 
wtwgons, slaying the drivers, and making havoc and spoil of the contents I 
This, we afterwards learned, was n body of the enemy, headed b;^ Varanes, 
equ^ in military fame, among those infidels, to Jeidegerd, his slain brother. 
When this chieftain saw that it was probable that the Varangians would 
succeed in their desperate defence of the pass, he put himself at the head 
of a large body of the cavalry ; and as these infidels are mounted on horses 
unmatched either in speed or wind, performed a long circuit, traversed the 
atony ridge of hills at a more northerly defile, and placed himself in ambus- 
cade in the wooded plain I have mentioned, with the hope of making an 
nnespeeted assault upon the Emperor and his army, at the ven? time when 
they might be supposed to reckon upon an undisputed retreat. This surprise 
would certainly have taken place, and it is not easy to say what might have 
been the consequence, had not the unexpected appearance of the truin of 
waggons awakened the unbridled rapacity of the Arabs, in spita of their 
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coD<maiider's prudence, and attempts t I; th m In thU mannoi' the 
proposed ambuBcade was discovered. 

" But Varanes, willing still to gai m ! t. from the rapidity of 
!iis niovenieDte, assembled as many f h h 3 could be collected 

from the spoil, and pushed forward t d th T m ns, who had stopped 
short on their march at bo unlocked f PP ' There was an un- 

certainty and wavering in our first ranks whioh made their hesitation known 
even to so poor a judge of mUitarj demeanour aa myself. On the contrary, 
the Varangians joined in a unanimous cry of ' Bills' *■ (that is, in their lan- 
guage, battle-axes,) 'to .the front!' and the Emperor's most gracious will 
acceding to their valorous desire, they pressed forward from the rear to the 
head of the column, I can hardly say how this manceuvre was esecuted, 
but it was donbtless by the wise directions of my most serene father, distin- 
guished for his presence of mind upon such difficult occasions. It was, no 
doubt, much facilitated by the good will of tho troops themselves ; the Ro- 
man bands, called tho Immortals, showing, as it seemed to me, no less desire 
to fall into the rear, than did the Taraogians to occupy the places which 
the Immortals left vacant in fronts -The manceuvre was bo happily esecutad, 
that before Varanes and his Arabs had arrived at tho van of our troops, 
they found it occupied by the inflexible guard of northern soldiers. I might 
have seen with my own eyes, and called upon them as sure Bvidenees of 
that which chanced upon the occasion. But, to confess the truth, mv eyes 
were little used to look upon each sights ; for of Varanes's charge 1 only 
beheld, as it were, a tliick cloud of dust rapidly driven forward, through 
which were seen tho glittering points of lances, and the waving plumes of 
turban'd cavaliers imperfectly visible. The techir was so loudly uttered, 
that I was soaroely aware that kettle-drums and braaen cymbals were 
sounding in concert with it But this wild and outrageous storm was met 
as effeotually as if encountered by a rock. 

" The Varangians, unshaken by the furious c-harga of tho Arabs, received 
horse and rider with a shower of blows from their massive battla-ases, 
which the bravest of tha enemy oould not face, nor the strongest endure. 
The guards strengthened their ranks also, by the hindmost prassing so close 
upon those that went before, after the manner of the ancient Macedonians, 
that the fine-limbed, thongh slight steeds of those Idunieans could not make 
tha least inroad npon the norUiem phalans. The bravest men, tha most 
gallant horses, feU in tha first rank. The weighty, though short, horao 
javelins, flung from the rear ranks of the brave Varangians, with good aim 
and sturdy arm, completed the confusion of the assailants, who turned their 
back in affright, and fied from the field in total confusion. 

"The enemy thus repulsed, we proceeded on our march, and only halted 
when we recovered our half-plundered waggons. Here, also, some invidious 
remarks ware made by certain offleera of tha interior of the household, who 
bad been on duty over the stores, and having fled from their posts on the 
assault of the infidels, bad only returned upon their being repulsed. These 
man, quick in malice, though slow in perilous service, reported that, on 
this ocoasiou, the Varangians so far forgot their duty as to consume a part 
of tha sacred wine reserved for the -imparial lips alone. It would be 
criminal tw deny that this was a great and culpable oversight ; nevertheless, 
our imperial hero passed it over as a pardonable oflence ; remarking, in a 
jesting manner, that since he had drank the aU, as they termed it, of his 
trnsty guard, the Varangians had acquired a right to quench the thirst, 
and to relieve tha fatigue, whioh they had undergone that day in his 
defence, though they used for these purposes the sacred contents of the 
imperial cellar. 

" In the meantime, the cavalry of the army were despatched in pursuit 

' Vateliaiiliii.iii Siij's. " Le3 Angluia cl Daiioia nralt hien rombalijlnl avec lo«15 tarSra." 
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of tha fugitive Avabs; and having succeoded in driving tbem behind tlia 
chain of hills which had so recently divided them ftom the Eomaoa, the 
imperial arms might juetlj he considered as having obtained a complete 
and glorious victHDry. 

" We are now to mention the rejoioinga of the citizens of Laodicea, who, 
having vi-itnessod from their ramparts, with alternate fear and hope, the 
flactuntions of the hattle, now descended to congratulate the impeml con- 



i interrupted. The principal entranoe of the 

apartment iletr open, noiselessly indeed, hut with both folding leaves at 
once, not as if to accommodate the entrance of an ordinary courtier, study- 
ing to create as little disturbance as possible, but as if tliere was entering 
a person, who ranlied so high as to mal^e it indifferent how much attention 
was drawn to his motions. It could only be one bom in the purple, or 
nearly allied to it, to whom such freedom was lawful ; and most of tha 
guests, knowing who were likely to appear in that Temple of the Muses, 
ftntioipated, from the degree of bustle, the aiTival of Nieephoi-ua Briennius, 
the son-in-law of Alesius Comuonus, the husband to the fair historian, and 
in the rank of Offisar, which, however, did not at that period imply, as in 
early ages, the dignity of second person in the empire. The policy of 
Alexins had interposed more than one person of condition between the 
Csesar and his original rights and rank, which had once been second to 
those only of the Emperor himself. 



fliuptti tilt ififil). 



TsB distinguished individual who entered was a noble Grecian, of stately 
presence, whose habit was adorned with every mark of dignity, sarina 
those which Alexius had declared sacred to the Emperor's own person and 
that of the Sebastoerator, whom he had establiBhed as neit in rank to the 
head of the empire. Kicephorus Brienoiiis, who was in the bloom of 
youth, retained all the marks of that manly heanty which had made the 
match acceptable to Anna Comnena ; while political considerations, and 
the desire of attaching a powerful house as friendly adherents of the throne, 
recommended the union to the Emperor, 

We have already hinted that the royal bride had, though in no great 
degree, the very doubtful advantage of yeara. Of her literary talents we 
have seen tokens. Yet it was not believed by those who best knew, that, 
with the aid of those claims to respect, Anna Comnena was successful in 

Eossessing the unlimited attachment of her handsome husband. To treat 
er with apparent neglect, her connexion with the crown rendered im- 
possible; while, on the other hand, the power of Nicephorus's family was 
too great to permit his being dictated to even by the Emperor himself. He 
waa poaseesed of talents, as it was believed, calculated both for war and 
peace. His advice was, therefore, listened to, and his assistance required, 
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BO tbat he claimed complete liberty with respect to his own tjme, which he 
sometimes used with less regular ftttecdaiice upon the Temple of the Muses, 
than the goddeaa of the plaoa thought herself entitled to, or than the Em- 
press Irene was disposed to exact on the part of her daughter. The good- 
humooved Alesius observed a sort of nentrality in this matter, and kept it 
as much ns possihle from becoming risible to the public, oonsoioas that it 
required the whole united strength of his famiij to mwatain his place in bo 
agitnted an empire. 

Ho pressed his eon-in-law'e hand, as Nicephorua, passing his father-in- 
law's seat, bent his knee in token of homage. The constrained manner of 
the Empress indicated a more cold reception of her son-in-law, while the 
fair muse herself acaroely deigned to signify her attention to his arriTal,T 
when her handaonie mate assumed the vacant seat by her side, which we 
have already made mention of. 

There was an awkward pause, during which the imperial son-in-law, 
coldly received when he especfed to he welcomed, attempted to enter into 
some light conversation with the fair slave Aslarte, who knelt behind her 
mistress. This ivas inteiTupted by the Princess commanding her attendant 
to enebse the manuscript within its oppropriato casket, and convey it with 
her own hands to the cabinet of Apollo, the usual scene of (ho Prinoeaa'a 
studies, aa the Temple of the Muaea was that commonly dedicated to her 
recitations. 

The Emperor himself was the first to break an unpleasant silence. "Fair 
son-in-law," he said, " though it now wears something late in the night, you 
will do yourself wrong if you permit our Anna to send away that volume, 
with which this company have been so deleotably entertained that they may 
well say, that the desert hath produced roses, and tlia barren rocks have 

Soured forth milk and honey, so agreeable is the narrative of a toilsome and 
angerous campaign, in the language of onr daughter." 

"The CiBsar," said the Empress, " seems to nave little taste for such 
daintiea aa this family can produce. lie hath of late repeatedly absented 
himself from this Temple of the Muses, and found doubtless more agreeable 
conversaljon and amusement elsewhere." 

"I trust, madam," said Nicephoms, "that my taato may vindicate me 
from the charge implied. But it is natural that our sacred father should 
be most delighted with the milk and honey which is produced for his own 
special use." 

The Princess spoke in the tone of a handsome woman offended by her 
lover, and feeling the offence, yet not indisposed to a reconciliation. 

"If," she said, "the deeds of Nicephoius Brionnius are less frequently 
celebrated in that poor roll of parchment than those of my illustrioua 
father, he must do me the justice to remember that such was his own 
special request ; eitherproceedingfrom that modesty which is justly ascribed 
to him as serving to soften and adorn his other attributes, or because he 
with justice distrusts his wife's power to eomjiose their eulogium." 

"We will then suninion back Astarte," said the Empress, "who cannot 
yet have carried her offering to the cabinet of Apollo." 

" With your imperial pleasure," said Nicephorus, " it might incense the 
Pythian god were a deposit to be recalled of which he alone can fitly esti- 
mate the value. I came hither to speak with the Emperor upon pressing 
affairs of ?tate, and not to hold a literary conversation with a company 
which I must needs any is aomethin"; of a miscellaneous deacriptiou, since! 
behold an ordinary life-guai-dsman in the imperial circle." 

"By the rood, son-ia-law," said Aiesius, "you do this gallant man wrong. 
He is the brother of that brave Anglo-Dane who secured the victory at 
Laodicea by bis valiant conduct and death ; he himself is that Edmund — 
or Edward — or Hereward — to whom wo are ever bound for securing the 
success of that victorious day, JIo was called into our nrescnco, son-in-law, 
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silica it iciporfs that jou ahouli know so mwoh, to refresh the memory of 
iny Followor, Achillea Tatius, as well as mine own, concerning BOme ttnji- 
Eautions of the day of which we had become ia some degree obliviouH." _ 

"Traly, imperial sir," answered Briennius, "I grieve that, by having 
intruded on some such important researches,! may have, in some degree, inter 
cepted a portion of that light which is to illuminate future ages. Methinks 
that in a battle-field, fought under your imperial guidance, and that of your 
great eaptaina, your evidence might well supersede the testimony of such a 
man as this. — Let me know," he added, turning haughtily to the Varan- 
gian, " wliat particular thou canst add, that is unnoticed in the Princess's 
nanativo?" 

The Varangian replied instantly, " Only that when wo made a halt at the 
fountain, the music that was there made by the ladies of the Emperor's 
household, and particularly by those two whom I now behold, was the most 
exquisite that ever reached my eara." 

" Hah I davest thou to speak so audacious an opinion?" exclaimed Nice- 
phorus; "is it for such as thou to suppose for a moment that the music 
which the wife and daughter of the Emperor might condescend to make, 
was intended to afford- either matter of pleasure or of criticism to every 
plebeian barbarian who might hear them t Begone from this place ! nor 
dare, on any pretest, again to appear before mine eyes — under allowance 
ahvays of our imperial father's pieasure," 

The Varangian bent his looks upon Achillea Tatius, as the person fi'om 
whom be was to take his orders to stay or withdraw. But the Emperor 
himself took up the subject with considerable dignity. 

"Son," he siud, "we cannot permit this. On account of some love 
quarrel, as it would seem, betwixt you and our daughter, you allow yourself 
straugely to forget our imperial rank, and to order from our presence those 
whom we have pleased to call to attend us. This is neither right nor seemly, 
nor ia it our pleasure that this same Ilereward — or Edward — or whatever 
be his name— either leave us at this present moment, or do at any time here- 
after regulate himself by any commands save our own, or those of our 
I'ollower, Achillea 'Tatius. And now, allowing this foolish affair, which I 
think was blown among us by the wind, to pass as it came, without farther 
notice, we crave to know the grave matters of state which brought you to 
our presence at so late an hour, — Yoa look agiun at this Varangian. — With- 
hold not your words, I pray you, on account of bis presence ; for he stands 
as high in our trust, and we are convinced with as good reason, as any 
counsellor who has been sworn our domestic servant." 

" To hear is to obey," returned the Emperor's son-in-law, who saw that 
Alesiua waa somewhat moved, and knew that in such cases it was neither 
safe nor expedient to drive him to extremity. "Whatlhave to say," con- 
tinued he, " must so soon be public news, that it little matters who hears it ; 
and yet the IVeat, so full of strange changes, never sent to the Eastern half 
of the globe tidings so alarming as those I now come to tell your Imperial 
Highness. Europe, to borrow an expression from this !ady, who honours 
me by calling me husband, seems loosened from its foundations and about 

to precipitate itself upon Asia" 

".So I did espreas myself," said the Princess Anna Comnena, " and, as 
I truat, not altogether unforoibly, when we first heard that the wild impulse 
of those restless barbarians of Europe hajil driven a tempest aa of a thousand 
nations upon our western frontier, witli tie extravagant purpose, as they 
protended, of possessing themselves of Syria, and the holy places there 
Marked as the sepulchres of prophets, the martyrdom of saints, and the 
great events detailed in the blessed gospel. But that storm, by all accounts, 
hath burst and passed away, and wc well hoped that the danger had gone 
with it. Devoutly shall we sorrow to find it otherwise." 

" And otherwise we must espeet to find it," said her busband. " It is 
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verT true, as reported to us, that a hu^e body of men, of low rant and llttl* 
anderstnndiug. asi<umed arms at the instigation of a mad hermit, aod tnok 
the road from Germany to Hungarj^, expecting miracles to be wrought in 
their favour, as when Israel was guided through the wilderneaa b? a pillar 
of flame and a cloud. But no showers of manna or of quails relieved their 
neeesBities, or proclaimed tfaem the chosen people of God. No waters 
gushed from the rock for their refreshment. They were enraged at their 
sufferings, and endeavoured to obtain supplies by pillaging the country. 
The Hungarians, and other nations on our western frontiers. Christians, 
like themselves, did not hesitate to fall upon this disorderly rabble ; and 
immense piles of bones, in wild passes and unfrequented deserts, attest the 
calamitous defeats ■whieli extirpated these unholy pilgrims." 

" All this," said the Emperor, " we knew before ; — but what new evil now 
threatens, since we have already escaped so important a one?" 

"Knew before?" said the Prince Niaephorus. "We knew nothing of 
our real danger before, savo that a wild herd of animal?, as brutai and as 
furious as wild bulls, threatened to bend their way to a pasture for which 
thoy had formed a fancy, and deluged the Grecian empire, and ita vicinity, 
in their passage, expecting that Palestine, with its streams of milk and 
honey, once more awaited them, as God's predestined people. But so wild 
and disorderly an invasion had no terrors for a civilized nation like the Eo- 
mans. The brute herd was terrified by our Greek firo ; it was snared and 
shot down by the wild nations who, while they pretend to independence, 
cover oar frontier as with a protecting fortiSoation. The vile multitude has 
been consumed even by the very quality of the provisions thrown in their 
way, — those wise means of resistance which were at once suggested by the 
paternal care of the Emperor, and by his unfailing policy. Thus wisdom 
-naa played its part, and the bark over which the tempest had poured ita 
thunder, has escaped, notwithstanding all its violence. But tiie second 
storm, by which the former is eo closely followed, is of a new descent of 
these Western nations, more formidable than any which we or our fathers 
have yet seen. This consists not of tho ignorant or of the fanatical — not 
of the base, tho needy, and the improvident. Now, — all tbafwide Europe 
poasesses of what is wise and worthy, brave and noble, are united by the 
moat religious vows, in the same purpose." 

" And what is that purpose ? Speak plainly," said Alesiua. " The 
destruction of our whole Eoman empire, and the blotting out the very name 
of its chief from among the princes of the earth, among which it has long 
been predominant, can alone De an adequate motive for a confederacy such 
as thy speech infers." 

" No such design is avowed," said Nieephorus ; " and so many nrinoos, 
wise men, and statesmen of eminence, aim, it is pretended, at nothing else 
than the same extravagant purpose announced by the brute multitude who 
first appeared in these regions. Here, most gracious Emperor, is a scroll, 
in which you will find marked down a list of the various armies which, by 
different routes, are approaching the vicinity of the empire. Behold, Hugh 
of Yermandois, called from his dignity Hugh the Great, has set sail from 
the shores of Italy. Twenty knights have wready announced their coming, 
sheathed in armour of steel, inlaid with gold, ■bearing this proud greeting: 
— ' Let the Emperor of Greece, and his lieutenants, understand that Hugo, 
Earl of Vermandois, is approaching his territories. He is brother to the 
king of kings — The Kins of France,* namely— and is attended by the flower 
of the French nobility. He bears the blessed banner of St. Peter, intrusted 
to his victorious care by the hol^ successor of the apostle, and warns thea 
of all this, that thou mayst provide a reception suitable to his rank.' " 
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" Hpre are sounding words said tlia Emperor; "but the wind wliioh 
whistles loudtst 13 not always most danfferous to the vessel. We know 
eoraelhing of this natioa of ri-ince, and nave heni'd more. They are as 
petulant at least as tliev are Tfthant ; we will flatter their vanity till we get 
time an'ti opportunitj for more effectual defence. Tush! if words can pay 
debt, there is no fear of our esehequer beooming inaolrent. — What follows 
here, Nicephorue? A list, I suppose, of the followers of this great count!" 

"^y liege, no I" answered Nioephorua Briennius ; " so many independent 
oliiefs, as your Imperial Highness seca in that memorial, so many inde- 

f indent European armies are advanoing bj; different routes towards the 
ast, and announce tha conquest of Palestine from the infidels as their 

"A dreadful enumeration," said the Emperor, as he perused the list; 
" yet so far happy, that its very length assures us of the impossibility that 
HO many princes can he serioualy and consistently united in so wild a pro- 
ject. Thus alrottdy my eyes catch the well-known name of an old friend, 
our enemy — for such are the alternate chances of peace and war — Boheniond 
of Antiocii. Is not he the son of the celebrated Eobert of Apulia, so 
renowned among his countrymen, who raised himself to the rank of grand 
duko from a simple cavalier, and became sovereign of those of his warlike 
nation, both in Sicily and Itiilj? Did not the standards of the German 
Emperor, of the Roman Pontifl, nay, our own imperial banners, give way 
before him; until, equally a wily statesman and a brave warrior, he heoame 
the terror of Europe, from being n knight whose Norman castle would have 
been easily earrisuned by six cross-bows, and as many lances? It is a, 
dreadful family, a race of craft as well as power. But Bohemond, the son 
of old Robert, will follow his father's politics. He may talk of Palestine 
and of the iuterests of Christendom, but if I can make his interests the same 
with mine, ho is not likely to be guided by any other object. So then, with 
the knowledge I already possess of his wishes and projecta, it may chance 
that Ilenven sends us an ally in the guise of an enemy.— Whom have wa 
nest J Godfrey* Duke of Bouillon — leading, I see, a most formidable band 
from the bunks of a huge river called the Rhine. What is this person's 
character 1" 

" As we hanr," replied Nicephorns, " this Godfrey is one of the wisest, 
noblest, and bravest of the leaders who have thus strangely put themselves 
in motion ; and among a list of independent princes, as many in number 
as those who assembled for the siege of Troy, and followed, most of them, 
by subjects ten times more numerous, this Godfrey may be regarded as the 
Agamemnon. The princes and counts esteem him, because he is the fore- 
most in the ranks of those whom they fantastically call Knights, and also 
on account of the good faith and generosity which ho practises in all his 
transactions. The clergy give hira credit for the highest zeal for the doo- 
trines of religion, and a corresponding respect for the Church and its dig- 
nitaries. Justice, liberality, and frauKness, have equally attached to this 
Godfrey the lower class of the people. His general attention to moral obli- 
gations ia a pledge to them that his religion is real; and, gifted with so 
much that is esoeilent, he is already, although inferior in rank, birth, and 
power to many chiefs of the crusade, justly regarded as one of its principal 
ieaders." 

" Pity," said the Emperor, " that a character such as you describe this 
Prince to be, should be under the dominion of a fanaticism scarce worthy 
of Peter the Hermit, or the clownish multitude which he led, or of the very 
ass which he rode upon! which I am apt to think the wisest of the first 
multitude whom we beheld, seeing that it ran away towards Earope as soon 
as water and barley became scarce." 
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" Miglit I be pevmitted here to speak, and yet live," said Agelastes, "I 
would remark tbat the Patriarcb himself made a similar retreat so soon as 
blows became pleotj and fond aearce." 

" Thou hnst hit i^ Agelastea," said the Emperor ; " but the qaestion now 
is, whether an honorablo and important principality could not be formed out 
of part of the provinces of the Lesser Asia, now laid waste by the Turlta. 
Such aprincipiuity, methinka, with its various advantages of eoil, climate, 
industrious inhabitants, and a haalthy atmosphere, were well worth .the 
morasses of Bouillon. ' It might be held as a depeDdeuoe upon the sacred 
Eoman empire, and garrisoned, as it were, by Godfrey and his victorloua 
Franks, would be a bulwark on that point to onr just and sacred person. 
Ila I most holy patriarch, would not such a prospect shake the most dayout 
Crusader's attachment to the burning sands of Palestine 7" 

"Especially," answered the Patnnrch, "if the prince forwhnna such a 
rich (fteme* was changed into a feudal appanage, should be previously con- 
Terted to the only true faith, as your Imperial Highness undoubtedly 
means." 

"Certainly — most unquestionably," answered the Emperor, with a due 
affectation of gravity, notwithstanding he was internally conscious how often 
he had been compelled, by state necessities, to admit, not only Latin Chris- 
tians, but Manicheana, and other heretics, nay, Mahomedan barbarians, into 
the number of his subjects, and that without experiencing opposition from 
the scruples of the Patriarch. " Here I find, continued the Emperor, 
" such a tiuBieroua list of princes and principalities in the act of approach- 
ing our bonndwies, aa might well rival the armies of old, who were said to 
have drunk up rivets, exhausted realms, and trode down forests, in their 
wasteful advance." As he pronounced these words, a shade of paleness 
came over the Imperial brow, similar to that which had already clothed ia 
sadneaa most of his counsellors. 

"This war of nations," said Nicephorus, "has also circumstances distin- 
guishing it from every other, save that which his Imperial Highness hath 
waged in former times against those whom we are aoonstomed to call 
Franks. We must go forth agiunst a people to whom the strife of combat 
ia as the breath of their nostrils ; who, rather than not bo engaged in war, 
will do battie with their nearest neighbours, and challenge each otlier to 
moiial fight, as muchin sportas we would defy a comrade to a chariot-race. 
They are covered with an impenetrable armour of steel, defending them 
from. blows of the lance and sword, and which the nneommon strength of 
their horses renders them able to support, though one of ours could as well 
bear Mount Olympus upon his loins. Their foot-ranks carry a missile 
weapon unknown to us, termed an arblast, or cross-bow. It is not drawn 
with the right hand, like the bow of other nations, but by placing the feet 
upon the weapon itself, and pulling with the whole force of the body ; and 
i( despatches arrows called bolts, of hard wood pointed with iron, which the 
strength of the bow can send through the strongest breastplates, and even 
through stone walls, where not of uncommon thickness." 

"Enough," said the Emperor; "we have seen with our own eyea the 
lances of Frankiah knights, and the cross-bows of their infantry. If 
Heaven has allotted them a degree of bravery, which to other nations seems 
wollnigh preternatural, the Divine will has given to the Greek councils that 
wisdom which it hath i-efused to barbarians ; the art of achieving conquest 
by wisdom rather than brute force — obtaining by our skill in treaty advan- 
tages which victory itself could not have procured. If we have not the use 
of that dreadful weapon, which our son-in-law terms the crosa-bow, Heaven, 
in its favour, has concealed from these western barbarians the composition 
and use of the Greek fire— well so called, since by Grecian hands alone it is 
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Sropared, and by suoh only can its lightnings be darted upon the astonished 
le." The Emperor paused, and looked avonnd him ; and although the faces 
of his counsellors atiU looked blank, he boldlj proceeded: — "But to return 
jet again. to this black scroll, containing the naraea of those nations who 
approach oar frontier, here ouour mora tlian one with which, methinks, old 
memory should make us familiar, though our recollections are distant and 
confused. It becomes us to know who these men are, that we may avail 
ourselves of thoae feuds and qnarrela among them, which, being blown into 
life, may happily divert them from the prosecution of tbia extraordinary 
attempt in which they are now united. Here is, for example, one Robert, 
styled Duke of Normandy, who oommanda a goodly band of counts, with 
which title we arc but too well acquainted ; of earls, a word totally strange 
to us, but apparently some barbaric title of honour ; and of knighta whose 
names are compounded, as we think, chiefly of the French language, but 
also of another jargon, which wo are not ourselves competent to understand. 
To you, most reverend and moat learned Patriarch, we may fittest apply for 
information on this aubjeot." 

" The duties of my station," replied the patriarch Zosimua, " have with- 
held my riper years from studying the history of distant realms ; but the 
wise Agalsatee, who hath read as many volumes as would fill the sholvea of 
the famous Alexandrian library, can no doubt satisfy your Imperial Majesty's 

Ageiastes erected himself on those enduring legs which had procured him 
the surname of Elephant, and began a reply to-the enquiries of the Emperor, 
rather remarkable for readiness than accuracy. " I have read," said he, 
" in that brilliant mirror which reflects the time of our fathers, the volumes 
of the learned Procopius, that the people aeparately called Normans and 
Angles are in truth the aanie race, and teat Normandy, sometimes so called, 
is In tact a part of a diatriot of Gaul. Beyond, and nearly opposite to it, 
but separated by an arm of the sea, lies a ghastly region, on whioh clouds 
and tempests fer ever rest, and whioh is well known to its continental neigh- 
bours as the abode to which departed apirits are sent after this life. On 
one side of the strait dwell a few fishermen, men poasessed of a strange 
charter, and enjoying singular ■privileges, in consideration of their being 
the living ferrymen who, performing the office of the heathen Charon, carry 
the spirits of the departed to the iaiaiid which is their residence after death. 
At the dead of night, these fishermen are, in rotation, summoned to perform 
the duty by which they seem to bold the permission to reside on this strange 
coast, A knock ia heard at the door of bis cottage who holds the turn of 
this singular service, sounded by no mortal hand. A whispering, as of a 
decaying breeie, sumnions the ferryman to his duty. He hastens to his 
bark on the aea-ahore, and has no sooner launched it than he perceives its 
hull sink sensibly in the water, ao as to express the weight of the dead with. 
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Christian belief respecting thn future state. In truth, this is little more than 
the old fable of the infernal Stys. Procopius, we believe, liyed before tha 
decay of heathenism, and, as tfe -would gladly disbelieve much which lie 
hath lold us respecting our ancestor and predecessor Justinian, so we will 
not pay him much credit in future in point of geographical knowledge. — 
Meanwhile, what ails thee, Achilles Tatius, and why dost thou whisper with 
that soldier?" 

" My head," answered Achilles Tatius, " is at your imperial command, 
prompt to pay for the unbecoming trespass of my tongue. I did but ust of 
this ilereward here what ha knew cf this matter; for I have heard my 
Varangians repeatedly call themselves Angio-Danes, Normans, Britons, or 
some other barbaric epithet, and I am sure that one or other, or it may ba 
all, of those barbarous sounds, at different times serve to designate the 
birth-place of these exiles, too hapjjy in being hanished from the darknesa 
of barbarism, to tha luminous vicinity of your imperial presence." 

"Speak, then, Varangian, in the name of Heaven," said the Emperor, 
"and let us know whether we are to look for friends or enemies in those 
men of Normandy who are now upproaehing our frontier. Speak with 
courage, man ; and if thou apprehendest danger, remember thou servost a 
prince well qualified to protect thee." 

" Since I am at liberty to spoak," answered the life-guardsman, "although 
niy knowledge of the Greek language, which you terra the Roman, is hut 
slight, I trust it is enough to demand of his Imperial Highness, in place of 
all pay, donative, or gift whatsoever, since he has been pleased to talk of 
designing such for me, that he would place me in the first line of battle 
which shall be formed against these same Normans, and their Duke Robert; 
and if he pleases to allow me the aid of such Varangians as, for love of me, 
or hatred of their ancient tyrants, may be disposed to join their arms to 
mine, I have little doubt so to settle our long accounts with these men, that 
the Grecian eiiglea and wolves shall do them the last office, hy tearing the 
flesh from their hones." 

" What dreadful feud is this, my soldier," said tho Emperor, " that after 
so many years still drives thee to such extremities when the very name of 
Normandy ia mentioned?" 

"Your Imperial Highness shall he judge!" said the Varangian. "My 
fathers, and those of moat, though not all of the corps to whom I belong, 
are descended from a valiant race who dwelt in the North of Germany, 
called Anglo-Saxons. Nobody, save a priest possessed of the art of con- 
sulting ancient chrbaicles, can even guess how long it is since they eanie to 
tha island of Britain, then distracted with civil war. They came, however, 
on the petition of the natives of the island, for the lud of the Angles was 
-equested by the southern inhabitants. Provinces were granted in recom- 
pense of the aid thus liberally afforded, and the greater proportion of the 
island beciune, hy degrees, the property of the Anglo-Saxons, who occupied 
it at first as several principalities, and latterly ns one kingdom, speaking 
tlie language, and observing the laws, of most of those who now form your 
imperial body-guard of Varangians, or exiles. In process of time, the 
Northmen became known to the people of the more southern climates. 
Tfaoy were so called from their coming from the distant regions of the Baltic 
Sea — an immense ocean, sometimes frozen with ice as hard as the cliffs of 
Mount Caucasus. They came seeking milder regions than jiature bad as- 
signed them at home ; and the climate of Trance oeing delightful, and its 
people slow in battle, they extorted from them the grant of a large province, 
which was, from the name of the new settlers, called Normandy, though t 
have heard my father say that was not its proper appellation. They settled 
there under a Dnito, who acknowledged the superior authority of the King 
of France, that is to say, obeying iiim when it suited his convenience so 
to do. 
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" Now, it chanced many years sinoe, while these two nations of Normans 
and Anglo-Saxons were quietly residing upon different sides of the enlc- 
water channel which divides France from EQglaD<3, that William, Duke of 
Kormandy, suddenly levied a, large army, came over to Kent, which is on 
the opposite side of the channel, and there defeated in a |reat battle, 
Harold, who was at that time King of the Anglo-Saxons. It is hut grief 
to tell what followed. Battles have been fought in old time, that have had 
flreadful results, ■which years, nevertheless, could wash away ; but at Hast- 
ings — woe's me I — the banner of my country fell, never again to be raised 
up. Oppression has driven her wheel over us. All that was valiant 
amongst us have left the land ; and of Englishmen — for such is our proper 
designation — no one remains in England save as the thrall of the invaders. 
Many men of Danish desoent, who had found their way on different oc- 
casions to England, were blended in the common calamity. All was laid 
desolate by trie command of the viotoi's. My father's home lies now an 
undistinguished ruin, amid an extensive forest, composed out of what were 
formerly fair fields and domestic pastures, where a manly race derived 
nourishment by cultivating a friendly soil. The fire has destroyed the 
church where sleep the fathers of my race; and I, the hist of their line, 
am a wanderer in other climates — a fighter of the battles of others — the 
servant of a foreign, though a kind master; in a word, one of the banished 
— a Varangiaa." 

" Happier in that station," said Achilles Tatius, " than in all the bar- 
baric simplicity which your forefathers prized so highly, since you are 
now under the cheering influence of that smile which is the life of the 
world." 

" It avails not talking of this," said the Varangian, with a cold gesture. 

" These Normans," said the Emperor, " are then the people by whom the 
celebrated island of Britain is now conquered and governed?" 

" It is but too true," answered the Varangian. 

"They are, then, a brave and warlike people!" — said Alexius. 

"It would ha base and false to say otherwise of an ooeniy," said Here- 
ward. " Wrong have they done me, and a wrong never to be atoned ; but 
to apeak falsehood of them were but a woman's yen geanee. Mortal enemies 
as they are to me, and mingling with all my recollections as that which is 
hateful and odious, yet were the troops of Europe mustered, as it seems 
they are likely to be, no nation or ti'ibe dared in gallantry claim the advance 
of the haughty Norman." 

"And this Duke Robert, who is he?" 

" That," answered the Varangian, " I cannot so well explain. He is the 
son— the eldest son, as men say, of the tyrant William, who subdued Eng- 
land when I hardly existed, or was a child in the cradle. That William, 
the victor of Hastings, is now dead, we are assured by concurring testi- 
mony ; but while it seems his eldest son Duke Bobert has become his heir 
to the Duchy of Normandy, some other of his children have been so fortu- 
nate as to acquire the throne of England,— unless, indeed, like the petty 
farm of some obscure yeoman, the fair kingdom has been divided among 
tlie tyrant's issue." 

. " Concerning this," said the Emperor, " we have heard something, which 
we shall try to reconcile with the soldier's narrative at leisure, holding the 
words of this honest Varangian as positive proof, in whatsoever he avers 
from bis own knowledge. — And now, my grave and worthy counsellors, we 
must close this evening's service in the Temple of the Muses, this distress- 
ing news, brought us by our dearest son-in-law the Csesar, having induoed 
ns to ^prolong our worship of these learned goddesses, deeper into the night 
than IS oonsistent with the health of our beloved wife and daughter ; while 
to ourselves, this intelligence brings subject for grave deliberation." 

The courtiers exhausted their ingenuity in forming the niost ingenioua 
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prayers, that all evil consequenoea ehould be averted which oould attend 
this escesBive vigilance. 

Nieephorus and his fair bride spote together as a pair equally desirous 
to close an accidental breach between them. " Soma thiaga thou hast said, 
my Oiesar," observed the lady, "in detailing this dreadful intelligence, aa 
eleganky turned as if the nine goddesses, to whom thia tempio is dedicated, 
had lent eaoh her aid to the sensa and expression." 

" I need none of their assistance," answered Nicephorus, " since I pos- 
sess a muse of niy own, in whose genius are included all those atti'ibutea 
which the heathens vainly ascribed to the nine deities of Parnassus I" 

" It is well," said the fair historian, retiring by the nsajstanoe of bee 
huaband's arm ; " but if you will load your wife with praises far beyond 
her merits, jou most lend her your arm to support her under the weighty 
burden you have been pleased to impose." The council jjarted when the 
imperial persona had retired, and most of them sought to indemnify them- 
selves in more free though less dignified circles, for the constraint which 
they had pi-actised in the Temple of the Muses. 



C^o|ihr tljE iiitli. 



Achilles Tatius, with his faithful Varangian close by his shoulder, 
melted from the disperaing assembly silently and almost invisibly, as Bnow 
is dissolved from its Alpine abodes as the daye become more genial. No 
lordly etep, nor clash of armour, betokened the retreat of the military per- 
sons. The very idea of the necessity of guards was not oaten tatjously 
brought forward, because, so near the presence of the Emperor, the emana- 
tion supposed to flit around that divinity of earthly sovereigns, had credit 
for rendering it irapasaive and unaesailable. Thus the oldest and most 
skilful courtiers, among whom our friend Agelastes was not to ba forgotten, 
were of opinion, that, although the Emperor employed the ministry of tho 
Varangians and other guards, it was rather for form's sake, than from any 
danger of the commission of a crime of a kind so heinous, that it was the 
fashion to account it almost impossible. And this doctrine, of the rare oc- 
currence of such a crime, was repeated from month to month in those very 
chambers, where it had oft«ner than once been perpetrated, wid sometimes 
by the very persons who monthly laid schemes for carrying some dark con- 
spiracy against the reigning Emperor into positive execution. 

At length the captain of the life-guardsmen, and his faithful attendant, 
found themaelvea on the outside of the Blacquernal Palace. The passage 
which Achilles found for their e3;it,'was closed by a postern which a single 
Vnrangian shut behind, them, drawing, at the same time, bolt and bar with 
an ill-omened and jarring sound. Looking back at the mass of turrets, bat- 
tlements, and spires, out of which they had at length emerged, Hereward 
could not but feel his heart lighten to find himself once more under the deep' 
blue of a Grecian beaten, where the plaaeEs were burning with unusual 
lustre. He sighed and rubbed his hands with pleasure, like a man newly 
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restored to libarty. He even spoke to his leader, contrary to his custom 
unless addi-osaed ; — " Methinks the air of yonder halls, valorous Captain, 
carries with it a perfume, ivhieh, though it may be well termed sweet, is so 
Buffoeating, as to be more suitahle to sepulohrous ehamhers, tliaii to the 
dwellings of men. Happy I am that I am free, as I trust, from its influ- 

"Bs happy, then," said Achilles Tatius, "since thy vile, cloddish spirit 
feels suffocation rather than refreshment in gales, which, instead of causing 
death, might recall the dead thomselvea to life. Yet this I will say for thee, 
Hereward, that, horn a barbarian, within the narrow cirale of a savage's 
desires and pleasares, and having no idea of life, save what thoix derlvest 
from such vile and base connesions, thou art, nevertheless, designed by 
nature for better things, and hast this day sustained a trial, in which, I feur 
me, not even one of mine own noble corps, frozen as they are into lumps of 
unfashioned barbarity, could have equalled thy hearing. And speak now 
in true faith, hast not thou been rewarded ?" 

" That will I never deny," said the Varangian. " The pleasure of know- 
ing, twenty-four hours perhaps before my comrades, that the Normans are 
ouniing hither to afford us a full revenge of the bloody day of Hastings, is 
a lordly recompense, for the task of spending some hours in hearing the 
lengthened chat of a lady, who has written about she knows not what, and 
the flattering commentaries of the bystanders, who pretended to give her 
an account of what they did not themselves stop to witness," 

" Hereward, my good youth," said Achillea Tatius, " thou ravesl, and I 
think I should do well to place thee under the custody of spme person of 
skill. Too much hardihood, my valiant soldier, is in soberness allied to 
ovar-daring. It was only natural that thou shouidst feel a becoming pride 
in thy late position; yet, let it but taint thee with vanity, and the effect 
will he little short of madness. Why, thou hast looked boldly in the face 
of a Princess bam in the purple, before whom my own eyes, though well 
used to such spectacles, are never raised beyond the foidinga of her veil." 

" So be it in the name of Heaven I" replied Hereward. " Nevertheless, 
handsome faces were made to look upon, and the eyes of young men to see 

" If such be their final end," swd Achilles, " never did thine, I will freely 
suppose, find a richer apology for the somewhat overbold license which thou 
toukest in thy gaze upon the Prineeas this evening." 

"Good leader, or Follower, whiohever is your favourite title," said the 
Anglo-Briton, "drive not to extremity a plain man, who desires to hold his 
duty in all honour to the imperial family. The Princess, wife of theCassar, 
and born, you tell uie, of a purple colour, has now inherited, notwithstand- 
ing, the features of a most lovely woman, She hath composed a history, 
'Of which I presume not to form a judgment, since I oannot understand it ; 
she einga liTce an angel ; and to conclude, after the fashion of the knights 
of this aay— -though I deal not ordinarily with their language — I would say 
cheerfully, that I am ready to place myself in lists against any one whom- 
soever, who dares detract from the beauty of the imperial Anna Comnena's 
person, or from the virtues of her mind. Having said this, my noble cap- 
tnin, we have said all that it is competent for you to inquire into, or for me 
to answer. That there are hansomer women than the Princess, is unques- 
tionable ; and I question it the less, that I have myself seen a person whom 
I think far her superior ; and with that let us close the dialogue." 

" Thy beauty, thou unparalleled fool," said Achilles, " must, I ween, be 
the daughter of the large-bodied northern boor, living nest door to him 
upon whose farm was brought up the person of an ass, curat with such in- 
tolerable want of judgment." 

"You may say your pleasure, captain," replied Hereward: "because it 
is the safer hi ua both (hat thou canst not on such a topi'' e'ttier offend mo, 
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who hold thy judgment as light aa tboii canst esteem mine, or speak any 
derogation of a person whom you never saw, but whom, if you had seen, 
perchance I might not so patiently have brooked any refieotions upon, oven 
at the hands of a military saperior." 

Aohiilee Tatius hod a good deal of the penetration necessary for one in 
his situation. He never provoked to extremity the daring spirits whom he 
commanded, and never used »ny freedom with them beyond the extent thiit 
he tuew their patience could bear. Heroward was a favourite soldier, and 
had, in that respect nt least, a sincere liking and regard for his commander : 
when, therefore, the Follower, instead of resenting his petulance, good- 
hnm'ouredly apologised for having hnrt his feelings, the momentary <3ia- 
pleasure between them was at an end ; the officer at once reassumed his 
Buperiority, and the soldier sunk back Tfith ft deep sigh, given to some 
period which was long past, into his wonted silence and reserve. Indeed 
the Follower had «no5ier and further design upon Hereward, of which he 
was as yet unwilling to do more than ^ve a distant hint. 

After a long pause, during which they approached the barracks, a gloomy 
fortified building constructed for the residence of their corps, the captain 
motioned his soldier to draw close up to his side, and proceeded to ask him, 
in a confidential tone — "Hereward, my friend, although it ia ecarco to be 
supposed that in the presence of the imperial family thou shouidst mark 
any one who did not partake of their blood, or I'ather, as Homer has it, who 
dia not participate of the divine ichor, which, in their sacred persons, sup- 
plies the place of that vulgar fluid ; yet, during so long an audience, thou 
mightst possibly, from his unconrtly person and attire, have distinguished 
Agelasies, whom we courtiers call the Elephant, from his strict observation 
of the rule which forbids any one to sit down or rest in the Imperial 

" I think," replied the soldier, " I marked the man you mean ; his age 
was some seventy and upwards, — a big burly person ; — and the baldness 
which reached to the top of his head Was well atoned for by a white board 
of prodigious size, which descended in waving curls over his breast, and 
reached to the towel with which his loins were girded, instead of the silken 
sash used by other persons of rank." 

" Most accurately marked, my Varangian," said the officer. " What else 
didst thou note about this person?" 

"His cloak was in its texture as coiirso as that of the meanest of the 
people, but it was striatly clean, as if it had been the intention of the wearer 
to exhibit poverty, or carelessness and contempt of dress, avoiding, at the 
same Ijme, every particular which implied anything negligent^ sordid, or 
disgusting." 

" By Sc Sophia !" said the officer, " thou astonishest nio 1 The Prophet 
Baalam was not more surprised when his aaa turned round her head and 
spoke to him ! — And what else didst thou note concerning this man ? I see 
those who meet thee must beware of thy observation, as well as of tliy 
battle-axe." 

" If it please your Valour," answered the soldier, " we English have eyes 
as well as hands ; but it is only when discharging our duty that we permit 
our tongues to dwell ou what we have observed. I noted but little of this 
man's conversation, but from what I heard, it seemod he was not unwilling 
to play what we call the jester, or jaek-pudding, in the conversation, a cha- 
racter which, considering the man's age and physiognomy, is not, I should 
be tempted to say, natural, but assumed for. soma purpose of deeper 
import. 

"Hereward," answered his ofEcer, "thou hast spoken hke an angel sent 
down to examine men's bosoms : that man, Agelastes, is i contrKdii"tion, 
such as earth has seldom witnessed. Possessing all that wisdom whuh ia 
former times united the sages of this nation with the guds themEsh es, i^e- 
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UstcB has the same cunniti^ as the elder Brutus, nho disgniBsd his talents 
under the semblance of an idle jester. He appears to seek no office — he 
desires no oonsidoration — he pays suit at EOnrt only when positively required 
to do so ; yet what shall I say, ray soldier, concerning the cause of an 
influence gained without apparent effort, and extending almoat into the very 
thought of men, who appear to act as he would desire, without his soli- 
citing them to that purpose? Men say strange things concerning the extent 
of his communications with other beings, whom our fathers worshipped 
with prayer and sacrifice. I am determined, however, to know the road by 
wliich he climbs so high and bo easily towards the point to which itll men 
aspire at court, and it will go hard but ho shall either share bis ladder Trith 
me, or I will strike its support from under him. Thee, Hereward, I have 
elioaen to assist mo in this matter, as tlie knights among these iFrankish 
infidels select, when going upon an adventure, a sturdy squire, or inferior 
atteodant, to share the dangers and the recompense ; and this I am moTed 
to, as much by the shrewdness thou bast this night manifested, s.% by the 
courage which thou mayst boast, in common with, or rather hejond, thy 

" I am obliged, und I thank your Valour," replied the Varangian, more 
coldly perhaps than his officer expected; "lam ready, as is my duty, to 
serve you in anything consistent with God and the Emperor's claims upon 
my service. I would only say, that, as a ewora inferior soldier, 1 will do 
nothing contrary to the laws of the empire, and, as a sincere though igno- 
rant Christian, I will have nothing to do with the gods of the heathens, 
save to defy them in the name and strength of the holy saints." 

'■ Idiot I" said Achilles Tatius, " dost Wiou think that 1, already possessed 
of one of the first dignities of the empire, oould meditate anything con- 
trary to the interests of Alexius Gomnenus? or, what wonld he scarce more 
atrocious, that I, the chosen friend and ally of the reverend Patriarch Zo- 
simiis, should meddle with acythlDg hearing a relation, however remote, to 
heresy or idolatry!" 

" Truly," answered the Varangian, " no one would be more surprised or 
grieved than I should; but when we walk in a labyrinth, we must assume 
and onnounoe that we have a steady and forward purpose, which is one 
mode at least of keeping a straight path. The people of this country have 
so many ways of saying the same thing, that one can hardly know at last 
what is their real meaning. We English, on the other hand, can only 
express ourselves in one set of words, but it ia one out of which al! the inge- 
nuity of the world could not extract a double meaning." 

"'Tis well," said his officer, "to-morrow we will talk more of this, for 
which purpose thou wilt come to my quarters a little afler sunset. And, 
hark thee, to-morrow, while the sua is in heaven, shall be thine own, either 
to sport thyself or l« repose. Employ thy time in the latter, by my advice, 
since to-morrow night, like the present, may find us both watchers." 

So saying, they entered the bari-aoks, where they parted eornpany — the 
commander of the life-guards taking his way to a splendid set of apartments 
which belonged to him ia that capacity, and the Anglo-Siison seeking hia 
mare humble accommodations as a subaltern officer of the same corps. 
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P.UUDIBE ItEOAiam. 

Eaiii,v on the moruing of tie day following that which we h mme- 

jnoratod, the Imperial Oouneil was ossemblefS, where the numbo f t 

offioera with soanding titles, disguised under a thin veil the real k 
of the Grecian empire. The commanders were numerous and th d 
tinetiona of fheir rank minute, hut the soldiers were very faw in c mpar n 

The offices formerly filled by prefects, prajtors, and questors w n w 
held hy persons who had gradually risen into the authority of th 3i 
and who, though designated from their domostio duties about th Bmp 
yet, from that very circumstance, possessed wbat^ in that desp t t 

■was the most effectual source of power. A long train of officers entered 
the great hull of the Castle of Blaeqaernal, and proceeded so far together 
as their different grades admitted, while in eaeh chamber through which 
they passed in succession, a certain number of the triun whose rank per- 
mitted them to advance no farther, remained behind the others. Thus, 
■when the interior cabinet of audience was giuned, whieh was not until their 
passage through ten anterooms, five persons only found theraselvea in the 

Sreseneeof the Emperor in this innermost and moat saored recess of royalty, 
ecorated by all the splendour of the period. 
The Emperor Alexius sat upon a stately throne, rich with barbaric gems 
and ^Id, and flanked on either hand, in imitation probably of Solomon's 
magnificence, with the form of a couchant lion in the same precious metal. 
Not to dwell upon other marks of splendour, a tree whose trunk seemed 
also of gold, shot up behind the throne, which it over-canopied with its 
branches. Amid the boughs were birds of various kinds curiously wrought 
and enamelled, and fruit composed of precious stones seemed to glisten 
among the leaves. Pive officers alone, the highest in the state, had the pri- 
Tilege of entering this sacred recess when the Emperor held council. Tiieso 
were — the Grand Domestic, who might be termed of rank with a modern 
prime minister — the Logothete, or chancellor — the Protospathairo, or com- 
mander of the guards, already mentioned — the Acolyte, or Follower, and 
leader of the Varangians — and the Patriarch. 

The doors of this secret apartment, and the adjacent antechamber, were 
guarded by sis deformed Nubian slaves, whcsie writhen and withered coun- 
tenances formed a hideous contrast with their snow-white dresses and 
splendid equipment. They were mutes, a species of wretches borrowed 
from the despotism of the East, that they might be unable to proclaim the 
deeds of tyranny of which they were the unserupulous agents. They were 
generally held in a kind of horror, rather than compassion, for men con- 
sidered that slaves of this sort had a malignant pleasure in avenging upon 
others the irreparable wrongs which had aevered theraselvea from humanity. 
It was a general custom, though, like many other usages of the Greeks, 
it would be held childish in modern times, that by means of machinery 
easily conceived, the lions, at the entrance of a stranger, were made, aa it 
were, to rouse themselves and roar, after which a wind seemed to rustle the 
foliage of the tree, the birds hopped from branch to branch, pecked the fruit, 
and appeared to fill the chamber with their carolling. This display had 
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alarmed many an igoorant foreign ambassador, and even the Grecian eoun- 
sellors theniselres were espeoted to display the same sensations of fear, eao- 
coeded by surprise, when tliej heard tha roar of the lions, followed by the 
conoert of the birds, although perhaps it was for the fiftieth time. On this 
occasion, as a proof of the urgency of the present meeting of the oouneil, 
tliesfl ceremonieB were entirely omitted. 

The apeeeii of tho Emperor himself seemed to supply by its commence- 
ment the bellowing of the lions, while it ended in a strain more resembling 
the warbling of the birds. 

Ill his first sentences, he treated of the audacity and unheard-of bolilness 
of the millions of Franks, who, under the pretence of wresting Palestine 
from tho infidels, had ventured to invade the sacred territories of the empire, 
lie threatened them witli such chastisement as his innumerable forces and 
officers would, he affirmed, find it easy to inflict. To ail this tho audience, 
and especially the military officers, gave symptoms of ready assent. 

Alesius, however, did not long persist in the warlike intentions which he 
at first avowed. The Franks, he at length seemed to reflect, were, in pro- 
fession, Christians. They might possibly be serious in their pretest of the 
crusade, in which case their motives claimed a degree of indulgence, and, 
although erring, a certain portion of respect. Their numbers also were 
great, and their valour could not be despised by those who had seen them 
fight at Duraazo,* and elsewhere. They might also, by the permisBion of 
Supreme Providence, be, in the long run, the instruments of advantage to 
the most sacred empire, though they approached it with so little ceremony. 
He had, therefore, mingling iJie virtues of prudence, humanity, and gene- 
rosity, with that valour which must always burn in the heart of an Em- 
poror, formed a plan, which he was about to submit to their consideration, 
fur present execution ; and, in the fl.rst place, he requested of the Grand 
Domestic, to let him know what forces he might count upon on the western 
side of the Bosphorus. 

" Innumerable are the forces of the empire as the stars in heaven, or the 
sand on the sea-shore," answered the Grand Domestic. 

" That is a goodly answer," said the Emperor, " provided there were 
strangers present at this oonferenoe; but since we hold consultation in pri- 
vate, it is neoMsary that I know precisely to what number that army 
amounts which I have to rely upon. Reserve your eloquence till some fitter 
time, and let me know what you, at this present moment, mean by the word 
inmiTTt^rableV 

The Grand Domestic paused, and hesitated for a short space ; but as ha 
became aware that the moment was one in which tiie Emperor could not be 
trifled with, (for Alesius Oomnenus was at times dangerous,) he answered 
thus, hut not without hesitation. "Imperial master and lord, none better 
knows that such an answer cannot be hastily made, if it is at tie same time 
to be correct in its results. The number of the imperial host betwijit this 
city and the western frontier of the empire, deducting those absent on fur- 
lough, cannot be counted upon ae amounting to more than twenty-five thou- 
sand men, or thirty thousand at most." 

Alesius struck his forehead with his hand ; and the counsellors, seeing 
him give way to such violent espressiona of grief and surprise, began to 
enter into discussions, which they would otherwise have reserved for a fitter 
place and time. 

"By the trust your Hi gh no sa reposes in me," said the Logothete, "there 
has been drfvwn from your Higbness's coffers during the last year, gold 
enough to pay double the number of the armed warriors whom the Grand 
Poroestio now uieniions." 

"Your Imperial Higiuiess," retorted the impeached minister, with no 
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small animation, "wlil at once rcmpmbci- the stationary garrisond, in 
addition to tlie movable troops, for which this figure-oafter malcea no 
allowance." 

" Peace, both of you 1" said Alexius, composing himself hastily ; " our 
actual numbers are in truth less than we counted on, but let us not by 
wrangling augment the difficulties of the time. Let those troops be dis- 
persed in valleys, in passes, behind rid^ea of hills, and in difficalt ground, 
where a little itrt being used in the position, can make few men supply the 
appearance of numbers, between this city and the western frontier of tha 
empire. While this disposal ia made, we will continue to adjust with tliose 
crusaders, as they oall themselves, the terms on which we will consent to 
let them pass through our dominions; nor are we without hope of nego- 
tiating with them, so as to gain great Advantage to our kingdom. We will 
insist that they pass through oar country only by armies of perhaps fifty 
thousand at once, whom wo will successively transport into Asia, so that no 
greater number shall, by assembling beneath our walls, ever endanger the 
safety of the metropolis of the world. 

" On their way towards the banks of the Bosphorus, we will supply them 
■with provisions, if they march peaceably, and in order; and if any straggle 
from their standards, or insult the country by marauding, wo suppose our 
valiant peasants will not hesitate to repress their excesses, and that without 
our giving positive orders, since we would not willingly be charged with any 
thing like a breach of engagement. Wo suppose, ^so, that the Scythians, 
Arabs, Syrians, and other mercenaries in our service, will not suffer our 
subjects to be overpowered in their own just defence ; as, besides that there 
is no justice in stripping our own country of provisions, in order to feed 
strangers, we will not be surprised nor unpardonably displeased to learn, 
that of the ostensible quantity of flour, some sacks should bo found filled 
with ehaik, or lime, or some such substance. It is, indeed, truly wonderful, 
what the stomach of a Frank will digest comfortably. Their guides, also, 
whom you shall choose with reference to such duty, will take cnre to con- 
duct the crusaders by difficult and circuitous routes ; which will be doing 
them a real service, by inuring them to the hardships of the country and 
climate, which they would otherwise have to face without seasoning. 

"In the meantime, in your intercourse with their chiefs, whom they call 
counts, each of whom thinks himself as great as an Emperor, you will take 
cnre to give no offence to their natural presumption, and omit no opportunity 
of informing them of the wealth and bounty of our government. Sums of 
money may be even given t-o persons of note, and largesses of less avail to 
those under them. You, our Logothete, will take good order for this, and 
you, our Grand Domestic, will take care that such soldiers as may cut off 
detached parties of the Franks shall be presented, if possible, in savage 
dress, and under the show of infidels. In commending these injunctions to 
■your care, I purpose that, the crusaders having found the value of our 
friendship, and also in some sort the danger of our enmity, those whom we 
shall safely transport to Asia, shall be, however unwieldy, still a smaller 
and more compact body, whom we may deal with in all Christian prudence. 
Thus, by using fair words to one, threats to another, gold to the avaricious, 
power to the ambitious, and reasons to those that are capable of listening 
to them, we doubt not but to prevail upon those Franks, mot as they are 
from a thousand points, and enemies of each other, to acknowledge ns as 
their common superior, rather than choose a leader among themselves, when 
they are made aware of the great fact, that' every village in Palestine, from 
Dan to Beersheba, is tha original property of the sacred Boman empire, 
and that whatever Christian goes to war for their recovery, must go as our 
subject, and hold any conquest which he may make, as our vassal. Vice 
and virtue, sease ancl folly, ambition and disinterested devotion, will alike 
recommend to the survivors of these singular-minded men, to become the 



.eubyGoOgIC 



COUNT KOEERT 1' PJEIS. 75 

feudatories of the empire, not its foe, and tha Bhield, not tlio enemy, of your 
paternal Emperor." 

There was a general iaelination of tlie head among the courtiers, with 
the Eastern, aeolamation of, — " Long live the Emperor 1" 

When the marmur of this applausive eselamation had suhaided, Alestus 
" Oree more, I say, that my faithful Grand Domestic, and 
e who act ander him, will take care to commit the eseoution of s«oh 
p^n of these orders as may seem aggressive, to troops of foreign appearance 
and language, which, I grieve to say, are more numerous in our imperial 
ai'my than our natural-born and orthodox subjects." 

The Patriarch here intei'poaed his opinion. — " There is a consolation," he 
said, " in the thought, that the genuine Romms in the imperial army are- 
hut few, since a trade so hloodj as war, is most fitly prosecuted by those 
whose doctriaes, as well as their doings, on earth, merit eternal condemna- 
tion in the next world." 

" Eeverond Patriarch, " said the Emperor, " wo would not willingly hold 
with the wild infidels, that Paradise is to be gained hj the subre ; neverthe- 
less, we would hope that a Eoman dying in oattle for his religion and his 
Emperoi", may find as good hope of acoeptation, after the mortal pang is 
over, as a man who dies in peaee, nnd with unblooded hand." 

" It is enough for me to saj," resiiaied the Patriarch, " that the Ohureh's 
doctrine is not so indulgent: she ia herself peaceful, and her promises of 
favour are for those who have been men of peace. Yet think not I bar the 
gates of Heaven against a soldier, as such, if believing all the doctrines of 
our Church, and complying with all our observances ; far less would I con- 
demn your Imperial Majesty's wise precautions, both for diminishing the 
power and thinning tho ranks of those Latin heretics, who come hither to 
despoil us, and plunder, perhaps both chui-oh and tflmple, under the vaiii 
protest that Heaven would permit them, stained with so many heresies, to 
Tooonquer that Holy Land, which true orthodox Christians, your Majesty's 
sacred predecessors, have not been enabled to retain from the infidel. And 
well I trust that no settlement made under the Latins will be permitted by 
your Majesty to establish itself, in which the Cross shall not he elevated 
with limbs of the same length, instead of that irregular and most damnable 
error which prolongs, in western ohurohes, the nether limb of that most 
holy emblem. 

■' Reverend Patriaroli," answered the Emperor, " do not deem that we 
think lightly of your weighty aotupies ; but the question is now, not in 
what manner we may convert these Latin heretics to the true faith, but how 
we may avoid being overrun by their myriads, which resemble those of the 
locusts by which their approach was preceded and intimated." 

" Your Miyesty," said the Patriaroh, " will act with your usual wisdom ; 
for my part, I have only stated my doubts, that I may save my own soul 

"Our oonstruction," said the Emperor, "does your sentiments no wrong, 
most reverend Patriarch ; and you," addressing nimself to the other coun- 
sellors, " will attend to these separate charges given out for directing the 
eseontion of the commands which have been generally intimated to you. 
They are written outj in the saored ink, and our sacred subscription is duly 
marked with the fitting tinge of green and purple. Let them, therefore, be 
striatiy obeyed. Ourselves will assume the command of snoh of the Im- 
morta! Bands as remain in the city, and join to thorn the cohorts of our 
faithful Varangians. At the head of these troops, we will await the arrival 
of these strangers under the walls of the city, and, avoiding combat while 
our policy can postpone it, we will be ready, in case of the worst, to take 
whatsoever chance it shall please the Almighty to send us." 

Here the council broke up, and the different chiefs began to exert tbem- 
' ■ ' '""1 of their various instructions, civil and military. 
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BEoret or pulilie, favourable or iiostilo to tho crusaders. Tlie peculiar genius 
of the Qreciaa people was seen upon this occasion. Their loud and boastful 
diking ooiTeHponded with the ideas which the Eraperor wished to enforce 
upon Uie crusaders GOnoBmicg the extent of his power and rcsonroes. Nor 
is it to he diiiguised, that tho wily selftshneRs of most of those in tho service 
of Alexius endeavoured to find some indirect way of appljing the imperial 

t t m ght best suit their own p t d 

Jl tim th w 1 ad gone abroad in ta t pi f th 1 of 

th 1 £ m 11 army of tho west up tl 1 m t f th G iau 

mp a d f th I rpose to pass to P 1 t A tl ad p rts 

m gn 6 d f th t mas poasible, an event s w d rf ! S m d that 
th It m t n w the conquest of A b th d t t f the 

Proph t t ml 1 th conversion of his g 1 t h p- loth 

for the King of Franue s brother. Others supposed that the ruin and saok 
of Constantinople was the real object of the war. A third class thought it 
■was in order to compel the Patriarch to submit himself to the Pope, adopt 
the Latin form of the cross, and put an end to the schism. 

The Varangians enjoyed an addition to this wonderful news, seasoned as 
it everywhere was with something peculiarly suited to the prejudices of the 
hearers. It was gathered originally from what our friend Heroward, who 
was one of their inferior officers, called sergeants or constables, had suffered 
to transpire of what he had hoard the preceding evening. Considering 
that the iact must be soon matter of notoriety, he had no hesitation to give 
his comrades to understand that a Norman army was coming hither under 
Duke Eobert, the son of the far-famed William the Oonciueror, and with 
hostile intflutions, he concluded, against them in. particular. Like ail other 
men in peculiar circumstances, the Varangians adopted an explanation 
applicable to their own condition. These Normans, who hated the Saxon 
nation, and had done so much to dishonour and onpress tliem, were now 
following tliem, they supposed, to the foreign capital where they had found 
refuge, with the purpose of making war on the bountiful prince who pro- 
tected their sad remnant. Under 9iis belief, many a deep oath was sworn 
in Norse and Anglo-Saion, that tlieir keen battle-axes snould avenge the 
slaughter of Hastings, and many a pledge, both in wine and ale, was quaffed 
who should most deeply resent, and most effectually revenge, the wrongs 
which the Anglo-Saxons of England had received at the hand of their op- 
pressors. 

Hereward, the author of this intelligence, bflgan soon to be sorry that he 
had over suffered it to escape him, so closely was he cross-examined con- 
cerning its precise import, by the enquiries of his comrades, from whom he 
thought himself obliged to keep concealed the adventures of tho preceding 
evening, and the place in -which he had gained his information. 

About noon, when he was effectually tired witli returning the same answer 
to the same questions, and evading similar others which were repeatedly 
put to him, the Hoand of trumpets announced the presence of the Acolyte, 
Achillea Tatius, who came immediately, it was indostrionaly whispered, 
from the saered Interior, with news of the immediafa approach of war. 

The Varangians, and the Roman bands called Immortal, it was said, 
were to form a camp under the city, in order to be prompt to defend it at 
the shortest notice. This put the whole barracks i ' 



. ... chiefly that of joyful b 

general, that Hereward, whose rank permitted him to oommit to a pi^ or 
esquire the task of preparing hia equipments, took the opportunity to leave 
the barracks, in ord^r to seek some distant place apart from his comrades, 
and enjoy his solitary reflections upon the singular connexion into which 
he had been drawn, and his direct oomniumcatiou with the Imperial 
family. 
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Passing tliTOUgh tho navroiv streets, tlien deaortad on aocount of the hont 
of the SLin, he reached at length one of those broad terraoes, whioh, descend- 
ing as it were bj steps, upon the margin of the Boaphorus, formed one of 
the most splendid walks :n the universe, and stiU, it is Itelievefl, presecved 
ELS ft public promenade for the pleasure of the Turks, as formerly for that 
of the Christians, These gi'aduated terraces were planted with many trees, 
iimong whioh the cypress, as uaual, was most generally oaltivated. Here 
bands of the inhabitants were to be seen : some passing to and fro, with 
business and anxiety in their faces ; some standing still in groups, as if 
discussing the straoge and weighty tidings of the day, and some, with the 
indolent carelessness of an eastern climate, ealJng tneir noontide rofrcsh- 
inent in the shade, and spending their time as if their sole object was to" 
make much of the day as it passed, and let the cares of tb-raorrow answer 
for themselves. 

Wh 1 th V f d f m t equaintance in this con- 

wh h Id h b t t th the desire of seclusion 

w! h b 1 b ht h tl th d d d p sed from one terrace to 

th 11 m k d 1 in tl 1 k f ty nd enquiry, considering 

h m t h wh 1 1 d n with the court, must 

ly k tl Ih g the singular invasion by 

m m d f m q t wl ich was tlie news of the 

d 

N h w h d tl h 1 h 1 t dd the soldier of the guard, 

tl gh 11 1 k d t ii th m te t. He walked from the 

1 ht t th d k 11 y f m th 1 d to the more open terraces, 

htt p f y yttwthta feeling that he must 

not consider himself as alone. 

The desire that he felt to be solitary rendered him at kst somewhat 
wntchful, so tlmt he became sensible that he was dogged by a black slave, 
ii personage not so unfrequent in the streets of Constantinople as to esoite 
any particular notice. His attention, however, being at length flsed on 
this individual, he began to be desirous to escape his observation ; and the 
change of place which be had at first adopted to avoid society in general, 
ho had now recourse to, in order to rid himself of this distant, though ap- 
parently watchful attendant. Still, however, though he by change of place 
had lost sight of tiie negro for & few minutes, it was not long ere ho again 
discovered him at a distance too far for a companion, but neai- enough to 
serve all the purposes of a spy. Displeased at this, the Varangian turned 
short in his walk, and choosing a spot where none was in sight but the 
object of his resentment, walked suddenly up to him, and demanded where- 
fore, and by whose orders, he presumed to dog his footsteps. The negro 
answered in a jargon as bad as that in whioh he was addressed though of 
a different kind, " that he had orders lo remark whither he went." 

" Orders from whom 2" said the Varangian. 

" From my master and yours," answered the negro, boldly, 

." Thou infidel villain I" esclaimed the angi'j soldier, " when was it that 
we heuarae fellow-servants, and who is it that thou darest to call my 
master?" 

" One who is master of the world," said the slave, " since ha commands 
his own passions." 

" I shall scarce command mine," said the Varangian, " if tlaiu repliest 
to my earnest questions with thine affected quirks of philosophy. Once 
more, what dost thou want with me? and why hast thou the boldness to 
watch me?" 

" I have told thee already," said the slave, " that I do my master's coni- 

"But I must know who thy master is," said Hcrcward. 

" IIo must tell thee that himself," replied the negro ; " he trusts not a 
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poor slave like me with tlie purpose of the eiTands on whloh be senda 

" lie has left thee a tongue, however," said the Varanginn, " whieh some 
of thy countrymen would, I tbiok, be !;lad to possess. Do not provoke me 
to abridge it by lefusing me tbe information whioh I bave a right to 
demand." 

Tbe blaot meditated, as it Beamed from tbe grin on his face, further ctb- 
eiona, when Ilereward cut tbem short by raising tbe stuff of his battie-axo, 
"Put me not," be said, "to dishonour myself by striking thee with this 
weapon, caloulated for a nse bo much more noble." 

"I may not do so, valiant air,"' said the negro, laying aaide nn impudent, 
half-gibing tone whioh he had hitherto made use of, and betraying personal 
fear in his manner. " If you beat the poor slave to death, you cannot learn 
what his master bath forbid him to tell. A short walk will save your honoar 
the stain, and yourself the trouble, of beating what cannot resist, and me 
the pain of enduring what I can neither retaliate nor avoid." 

"Lead on then," Siud the Varangian. "Be assured thou shalt not fool 
me by thy fair worda, and I will know the person who ia impudent enough 
to assume the right of watching mjj motions." 

The black walked on with a species of leer peculiar to his physiognomy, 
whieb might be construed ns espressive either of malice or of mere humour. 
The Vfirongian followed him with some Buspicion, for it happened that he 
had had little intercourse with the unhappy race of Africa, and had not 
totally overcome the feeling of sorpriae with which be had at first regarded 
them, when he arrived a stranger from the north. So often didOiis man look 
baok upon him during their walk, and with so penetrating and observing a 
cast of countenance, that Hereward felt irresistibly renewed in his mind the 
English pr^ndicee, which assigned t« the demons the sable colour and dis- 
torted oast of visage of bis conductor. The scone into which he was guided, 
strengthened nn association whiuh was not of itself unlikely to occur to the 
ignorant and martial islander. 

Tbe negro Jed the way from the splendid terraced walks which wo bave 
described, to a path descending to tbe sea-shore, when a place appeared, 
which, far from being trimmed, like other parts of the coast, into walks of 
embankments, seemed, on the contrai'y, abandoned to neglect, and was 
covered with the mouldering ruins of antiitaity, where these had not been 
overgrown by the luxuriant vegetation of tlie climate. These fragmenta of 
huilfing, occupying a sort of recess of the bay, were hidden by steep banka 
on each aide, and although in fact they formed part of the city, yet they 
were not seen from any part of it, and, embosomed in the manner we have 
described, did not in turn command any view of the churches, palaces, 
towers, and fortifications, amongst which they lay. The sight of this soli- 
tary, and apparently deserted spot, encumbered with ruins, and overgrown 
with cypress and other tieos, situated as it was in the midst of a populoas 
city, had something in it impressive and awful to the imagination. The 
ruins were of au ancient date, and in the style of a foreign people. The 
gigantjo remains of a portico, the mutilated fragments of statues of great 
size, but executed in a taste and attitude so narrow and barbaric as to seem 
perfectly the reverse of the Grecian, and the half-defaood bieroglyphioB 
which could be traced on some part of the decayed Bonlpture, corroborated 
the popular account of their origin, which we shall briefly detail. 

According to tradition, this had been a temple dedicated to the Egyptian 
goddess Cybele, built while tbe Roman Empire was ^et heathen, and while 
Constantiaople was still called by the name of Byzantium. It is well known 
that the superstition of the Egyptians — vulgarly gi'oss in its literal meaning 
as well as in its mystical interpretation, and peculiarly the foundation of 
many wild doctrines, — was disowned by the principles of general tolera- 
tion, and the system of polytheism reaeiyed by Itome, and was excluded by 
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repeiitod Jaws from the respect paid by the empire \a almost every other 
religion, however oxtravagant or absurd. Nevevtheless, theaa Egyptian 
I'ites had oharms for the curiDUB &uA the Eupersljtioas, and bad, aiter long 
oppositJun, obt^ned a. footiDg in the empire. 

StJU, although tolerated, the Egyptian priests were rather considered as 
Eorcerera tlian as pontiffs, and their whole ritual had a nEsror relation to 
magiu in popular estimation, than to any regular system of devotion. 

Stained with these aoouBations, even among the heathen tliemselves, the 
worship of Egypt was held in more mortal abhorrence by the Christians, 
than the other and mure rational kinds of heathen devotion ; that ie, if any 
at all had a right to be termed bo. The brutal worship of Apis and Cybele 
was regarded, not only as a pretext for obscene and profligate pleasures, but 
as having a direct tandency to open and encourage a dangerous commerce 
■with cyil spirits, who were supposed to take upon tliemselvoa, at these un- 
liallowad aJiars, the names and characters of tnese foul deities. Not only, 
therefore, the temple of Cybele, with its gigantic portico, ita bilge and in- 
elegant statues, and its fantastic hieroglyphics, was thrown down and defaced 
when the empire was converted to the Christian faith, but the very ground 
on n hieh it stood was considered as polluted and unhallnwed ; and no Em- 
peror having jet occupied the site with a Christian church, the place still 
remained neglected and deserted as we have described it. 

'J'he Varangian Herewai'd was perfectly acqunjnted with the evil reputa- 
tion of the place ; and when the negro seemed disposed to advance into the 
interior of the ruins, he hesitated, and addressed nis guide thus : — " Hark 
thee, my black friend, these hugo fantastic images, some having dogs' heads, 
some cows' heads, and some no heads at all, are not held reverently in 
popular estimation. Your own colour, also, my comrade, is greatly too like 
that of Satan hiraself, to render you an nnauspicions companion amid ruins, 
in which the false spirit, it is said, daily walks his rounds. Midnight and 
Neon are the times, it is rumoured, of his appearance. I will go no farther 
with you, unless you assign mo a fit reason for bo doing." 

"In making so childish a proposal," sitid the negro, "you take from me, 
in effect, all desire to-guide you to ray master. I thought I spoke to a man 
of invincible courage, and of that good sense upon which courage is beat 
founded. But your valour only emboldens you to beat a black slave, who 
baa neither strength nor title to resist you ; and your courage is not enough 
tn enable you to look without trembling on the dark side of a wall, even 
when the sua is in the heavens." 

"Thou art insolent," said Ilereward, raising his ase. 
" And thou art foolish," said the negro, " to attempt to prove thy man- 
hood and thy wisdom by the very mode which gives reason for calling them 
both ia question. I have already said there can be little valour in beating 
a wretch like me ; and no man, surely, who wishes to discover his way, 
would begin by chasing away his guide." 

•' I follow thee" said Hereward, stung witii the insinuation of cowardice; 
" but if thou leadest me into a snare, thy free talk shall not save thy bones, 
if a thousand of thy compleaion, from earth or hell, were standing ready 
to hack thee." 

" Thou oljectest sorely to my complcsion," said the negro ; " how know- 
est thou that it is, in fact, a thing to bo counted and acted upon as matter 
of -reality ? Thine own eyes daily apprize thee, that tlie colour of the sky 
nightly changes from bright to black, yet thou knowest that this is by no 
means owing to any habitual colour of the heavens thomaalves. The same 
change that takes place in the lioe of the heavens, has existence in the 
tinge of the deep sea — How canst thou tell, but what the difference of my 
colour from thine own may be owing to some deoeptious change of a similar 
nature — not real in itsell, but only creating an apparent reality ?" 
" Thou mayst have painted thyself, no doubt," answered the Varangian, 
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upon refiecfcion, " and tliy blockuess, tlici'fifora, mny be onlj apparent ; but 
I think tlij old friend lumself could hardly haye presented these grinning 
lips, with the white teeth and flattened nose, so much to the life, unless that 
peculiarity of Nubian physiognomy, as they call it, had acouratsly and 
really an existence ; and to save thee some trouble, my dark friend, I will 
tell tbee, that though thou speakest to an uneducated Varangian, I am not 
entirely unskilled in the Grecian art of making subtle words pase upon the 
hoarers instead of i-eaaon." 

" Ay ?" said the negro, doubtfully, and somewhat surprised ; " and may 
the slave Diogenes — for so my master has christened nie — enquire into the 
means by which you reached knowledge so unusual ?" 

" It is soon told," replied Hereward. " My countryman, Witiiind, being 
a constable of our bands, retjred from active service, and spent the end of 
a long life in this city of Constantinople. Being past all toils of battle, 
either those of reality, as you word it, or the pomp and fatigue of the exer- 
cising ground, the poor old man, in despair of something to pass his time, 
attended the lectures of the philosophers." 

"And what did he learn there?" said the negro; " for a barbarian, ^own 
grey under the helmet, was not, as I think, a very hopeful student in our 
schools." . 

" As much though, I should tliink, as a menial slave, which I understand 
to be thy condition," replied the soldier. " But I havn understood from him, 
that the masters of this idle science make it their business to substitute, in 
their argumentations, mere words instead of ideas ; and as tliey never agree 
upon the precise meaning of the former, their disputes can never arrive at 
a fair or settled conclusion, since they do not agree in the language in which 
they express them. Their theories, as they call them, are built on the sand, 
and the wind and tide shall prevail against them." 
" Say so to my master," answered the black, in a serious tone. 
"I will," Biud the Vajangian; "and he shall know ma as an ignorant 
soldier, having but few ideas, and those only concerning my religion and 
my military duty. But out of these opinions I will neither be beaten by a 
battery of sophisms, nor cheated by the arts or the terrors of the friends of 
heathenism, either in this world or the next." 

" You may speak your mind to him then yourself," said Diogenes. lie 
stepped aside as if to make way for the Varangian, to whom he motioned 
to go forward. 

Hereward advanced accordingly, by a half-worn and almost imperceptible 
path leading through the long rough grass, and, turning round a half-demo- 
lished shrine, which exhibited the remains of Apis, the bovine deity, ho 
came immediately in front of the philosopher, Agclastes, who, sitting among 
the ruins, reposed bis limbs on Uie grass. 
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ceal importance and iiutual Talue, thou art welcome, whatevev has brought 
thea liicher — thou art welooma to a place, where it is held the best businoBB 
of philosophj ta strip man of his borrowed ornaments, and reduce him to 
tlie jaat value of his own attributes of body and mind, singly considered." 
" You are a- courtier, sir," said the Saxon, " and as a permitted companion 
of the Imperor's Highness, jou must be aware, that there are twenty times 
more ceremonies than suoh a man as I can be acquainted with, for regu- 
lating the different ranks in society ; while a plain man like myself may be 
well exouaed from pushing himself into the company of those above Iiim, 
svhere he does not exactly know how he should comport himself." 

"True," said the philoBOphec ( "but a man like yourself, noble Herc- 
wnrd, merits more consideration in the eyes of a real philosopher, than a 
thousand of those m^^re insects, whom the smiles of a court call into life, 
and whom its frowns reduce to annihilation," 

" You are yourself, ^rave sir, a follower of the court," said Hereward. 
" And a most punotilious onej" said Agelaates. "There is not, I trust, 
a subject in the empire who knows batter the ten thousand punctilios exi- 
gible from those of different ranks, and due to different authorities. The man 
is yet to be born who has seen me take advantage of any more commodious 
posture than that of standing in presence of the royal family. But thoagh 
I use those false scales in society, and so far conform to its errors, my real 
judgment is of a, more grave character, and more woi'thy of man, as said 
to be formed in the image of his Creator." 

" There can be small occasion," said the Varangian, " to exercise your 
jui^gment in any respect upon me, nor am I desirous that any one should 
think of me otherwise than I am; — a poor exile, namely, who endeavours 
to fix his fitith upon Henren, and to perform his duty to the world he lives 
in, and to the prince in whose service he is engaged. — And now, grave 
sir, permit me to ask, whether this meeting is by your desire, and for whut 
is its purpose? An African slave, whom I met in the public walks, and 
who calls himself DJogcnes, tells me that you desired to speak with me ; he 
hath somewhat the humour of the old scoffer, and so he may have lied. If 
so, I will even forgive him the beating which I owe his assurance, and 
make my excuse at the same time for having broken ia upon your retire- 
ment, which I am totally unfit to share." 

"Diogenes has not played you false," answered Agelastes ; "he has his 
humours, as you remarked even now, and with these some qualities also 
that put him upon a level with those of fairer complexion and better 
features." 

" And for what," said the Varangian, " have yon so employed him ? Can 
your wisdom possibly entertain a wish to converse with me? 

" I am an observer of nature and of humanity," answered the philoso- 
pher ; " is it not natural that I should tire of those beings who are formed 
entirely upon artifice, and long to see something more fresh from the hand 

" You see not that in me," said the Varangian ; " the rigour of military 
(liseipline, the camp — the centurion — the armour— frame a man's sentiments 
and limbs to them, as the sea-nrab is framed to its shell. See one of us, 
and yoa see us all." 

" Permit me to doubt that," said Agelastes ; " and to suppose that ia 
Ilerewatd, the son of Waltbeoff, I see an extraordinary man, although ha 
himself may be ignorant, owing to his modesty, of the rarity of his own 
good qualities." 

"The son of Waltheoffl" answered the Varangian, somewhat startled. — 
" Do you know my father's name 't" 

"Be not Eurpriaod," answered the philosopher, "at my posaesalng so 
simple a piece of itifurmiition. It has cost me but little trouble to attain it, 
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yet I would gladly hope that the labour I haie tsiken Id that matter mny 
ounvince jou of my real deBira to call you friend." 

" It was indeed an unusual compliment," aaid Hereward, " that a man 
of your knowledge and station should be at the ti'ouUe to enquire, among 
the Varangian cohorts. coDcerning the descent of one of their oonstahlea. 
I scarcely think that my commander, the Aoolyte himself, would think such 
knowledge worthy of being coUeoted or preserved." 

"Greater men than ho," said Agolastes, " certainly would not' — You 

know one in high office, who thinks the names of bia most faithful soldiore 
of less moment than those of his huntinf; dogs or his hawks, and would 
willingly save himself the trouhle of calling them otherwise than by a 
whistle." 

" I may not hear this," answered the Taran^nn. 

" I would not offend yon," said the philosopher, " I would not even shake 
your good opinion of the person I allude to ; yet it surprises me that such 
should he enlBrtained by one of your great qualities." 

" A truce with this, grave sir, which is in foot trifling in a person of your 
character and appearance," answered the Anglo-Saxon. " I am like the 
rooks of my country ; the fierce winds cannot shake me, the soft rains cannot 
melt me ; flattery and loud words are alike lost upon me." 

" And it is even for that inflexibility of mind," replied Agelastes, " that 
steady contempt of every thing that approaches thoo, save in the light of a 
duty, that I demand, almost like a beggar, that personal acquaintance, which 
thou refusest like a churl." 

" Pardon me," said Hereward, " if I doubt this. Whatever stories you 
may have picked up concerning me, not unesaggerafed probably — since the 
Greeks do not keep the privilege of boasting so entirely to themselves but 
the Varangians have learned a little of it — you can have heard nothing 
of me which can. authorise your using your present language, escepting ia 
jest." 

"You mistake, my son," said Agelastes; "believe me not a person to 
mix in the idle talk respecting you, with your comrades at the ale-cup. Such 
as I am, I can strike on this broken image of Anubis" — {here he toaohed 
a gigantic fragment of a statue by his side) — " and bid the spirit who long 
prompted the Oracle, descend, and once more reanimate the trembling mass. 
Wethat are initiated enjoy high privileges — we stamp upon those ruined 
vaults, and the echo which dwells there answers to our demand. Do not 
think, that although I crave thy friendship, I need tierefore supplicate thee 
for information either respecting thyself or others." 

" Xour words are wonderful," said the Anglo-Saxon ; " but by such pro- 
mising words I have heard that many souls have been seduced from the 
path of heaven. My grandsire, Kenelm, was went to say, that the fair 
words of the heathen philosophy were more hurtful to the Christian faith 
than the menaces of the heathen tyrants." 

" I know him," said Agelastes. " What avails it whether it was in the 
body or in the spirit? — Ho was converted from the laith of Woden by a 
noble monk, and died a priest at the shrine of saint Augustin." * 

"True" — said Hereward; "all this is certain — and I am the rather 
bound to remember his words now that he is dead and gone. When I 
hardly knew his meaning, be bid me beware of the doctrine which oauseth 
to err, which is taught by false prophets, who attest their doctrine by un- 
real miracles." 

"This," said Agelastes, "ia mere superstition. Thjf grandsire was a 
good and excellent man, but narrow-minded, like other pneats ; and, deceived 
by their example, he wished but to open a amnU wicket in the gate of truth, 
and admit the world only on that limited scale. Seost thou, Hereward, thy 
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gvandpire and most men of religion would fain narrow oui intellect to tha 
cimsideration of such parts of the immaterial world as are essential to ouv 
moral guidancB hare, nnd our final salvation hereaflar; but it is not the 
leaa true, that man has liberty, provided he has wisdom and courage, to 
form intimacies with beings more powerful than himself, who can defy the 
bounds of space by which he is cirouai scribed, and overcome, by their meta- 
pliysioal powers, difficulties which, to the timid and unlearned, may appear 
wild and imposeihla." 

"Ton talk of a folly," answered Hereward, "at which childhood gapea 
and manbood smiles." 

" On the contrary," said the sage, " I talk of a longing wish which every 
man feals at the bottom of hla heart, to hold communicadon with beings 
more powerful than himself, and who are not naturally accessible to ouv 
organs. Believe me, Hereward, so ardent and universal an aspiration had 
not existed in our bosoms, had there not also been means, if steadily and 
wisely sought, of attaining its aooompliahment. I will appeal to thine own 
heart, and ptore to thee even by a single word, that what I say is truth. 
Thy thoughts are even now upon a being long absent or dead, and with tho 
name of Bertha, a thousand emotions rush to thy heart, which in thy igno- 
rance thou hadst esteemed furled np for ever, like spoils of the dead hung 
above a tombstone I — Thou start^st and ohangest thy colour — I joy to see 
by these signs, that the firmness and indomitable courage which men ascribe 
to thee, have left the avenues of the heart aa free aa ever to kindly and t-o 
generous affections, while they have barred them'against those oT fear, un- 
certainty, and all the caitiff tribe of meaner sensations. I have proffei-ed 
to esteem thee, and I have no hesitation in proving it, I will tell thee, if 
thou desirest to know it, the fate of that very Bertha, whose memory thou 
hast cherished in tbj' breait in spite of thee, amidst the toil of tho day and 
the repose of tlie night in the battle and in the truee, when sporting with 
thy companions in fields of esoroise, or attempting to prosecute tha study 
of Greek learning, in which if thou -nouldst advance, I can teach it by a 
short road." 

While Agelastes thus spoke, the Viiacgian in some degree recovered hia 
composure, and made answei, though his voice was somewhat tremulous, — 

" Who thou ait, I know not— -what thou wouldst with me, I cannot tell — 
by what means thou hast gathered intelligence of such consequence to me, 
and of so little to another, I have no coneeption — But thia I know, that by 
intention or accident, thou hast pronounced a name which agitates my heart 
to ita deepest recesses ; yet am I a Christian and Varangian, and neithar to 
my God nor to my adopted prince will I willingly stagger in my faith. 
What is to be wrought by idols or by false deities, must be a treason to tho 
real divinity. Nor is it less certain that thou hast let glance some arrows, 
though the rules of thy allegiance strictly forhid it, at the Emperor himself. 
Henceforward, therefore, I refuse to communicate with thee, be it for weal 
or woe. I am the Emperor's waged soldier, and although 1 affect not the 
nice precisions of respect and obedience, which ai'o esacted in ao many 
various cases, and by so many various rules, yet I am hia defence, and my 
battle-ase is hia body-guard." 

" No one doubts it," said the philosopher. " But art not thou also bound 
to a nearer dependence upon' the great Acolyte, Aohilles Tatius?" 

" No. He is my general, according to tha mles of our service," answered 
the Varangianji" to me he has always shown himself a kind and good- 
natured man, and, his dues of rank apart, I may say has deported himaelf 
aa a friend rather than a commander. He is, however, my master's servant 
as well as I am ; nor do I bold the difference of great amount, which the 
word of a man can give or take away at pleasure." 

"It is nobly spoken," said Agelastes; "and you yourself are surely 
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enUtisd to stand erect before one wham you supersede in courage (ind ip the 

" Pardon me," returned the Briton, " if I decline the attributed compli- 
ment, aa what in no respect belongs to me. The Emperor chooses his own 
officers, in respect of their power of serving him aa he desires to be aerred. 
In thia it is liEelj I might fail; I have said already, I owe my Emperor ray 
obedience, my duty, and my service, nor does it seem to me necessary to 
carry our explanation farther." 

" Singular man !" said Agelaafes ; " is there nothing than can move thee 
but things that are foreign to thyself! The name of thy Emperor and thy 
commander are no spoirupon thee, and even that of the object thou has 

Here the Yarangisn interrupted him. 

" I have thoughV' he said, " upon the words thou hast spoken — thou hMt 
found the means to shake my heartstrings, bat not to unsettle my princi- 
ples. I will hold no converse with thee on a matter in which thou canst 
not hate interest. — Necromancers, it is said, perform their spells by means 
of the epithets of the Holiest; no marvel, then, should they use the names 
of the purest of his creation to serve their unhallowed purposes. I will 
none ot such truckling, disgi'aceful to the dead perhaps as to the living, 
"What-ever haa heen thy purpose, old man^for, think not thy strange words 
have passed unnoticed — be thou assured I bear that in my heart which defies 
alike the seduction of men and of fiends." 

With thia the soldier turned, and left the ruined temple, after a slight 
inclination of his head to the philosopher. 

Agelastes, after the departure of the soldier, remained alone, apparently 
absorbed in meditation, until he was suddenly disturbed by the entrance, 
into the ruins, of Achilies Tatius. The leader of the Varangians spoke not 
until he bad time to form some result from the philosopher's features. He 
then said, " Thoa remainest, sage Agelastes, confident in the purpose of 
which we have lately spoke together!' 

"I do," said Agelastes, with gravity and firmness, 

"But," replied Achilles Tatius, "thou hast not gained to our side that 
prpselyto, whose coolness and courage would serve us better in our hour of 
need than the service of a thousand cold-hearted slaves?" 

" I have not succeeded," answered the philosopher, 

" And thou dost not blush to own it?" said the imperial officer in reply. 
"Thou, the wisest of those who yet pretend to. Grecian wisdom, the most 
powerful of thosa who still assert the skill by words, signs, names, periapts, 
and spells, to exceed the sphere to which thy faculties belong, hast been 
foiled in thy trade of persuasion, lilce an infant worsted in debate with its 
domestic tutor? Out upon thee, that thou canst not sustain in argument 
the character which thou wouldst so fain assume to thyself!" 

" Peafle I" said the Grecian. " I have aa yet cained nothing, it ia trne, 
over this obstinate and inflexible man ; but, Aehilles Tatius, neither have I 
lost. We both stand where yesterday we did, with this advantage on my 
Kide, that I have suggested to him such an object of interest as he shall 
never be able to expel from his mind, until he hath had recourse to me to 
obtain farther knowledge concerning it. — And now let this singular person 
remain for a tjme unmentioned; yet, trust me, fiiough flattery, avarice, and 
ambition may fail to gain him, a bait nevertheless remiuns, that shall make 
him as completely our own as any that is bound within our mystic and invi- 
olable contract. Tell me then, how go on tlie aflairs of the empire? Does 
this tide of Latin warriors, so stranaely set aflowing, still rush on to the 
banks of tjio Bosphorus ? and does Alesiue still entertain hopes to diminish 
and divide the strength of numbers, which he could in vain hope to defy!" 

" Something further of intelligence has been gained, even within a very 
few hours," answered Achilles Tatius, " Bohemond came to the city with 
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a&nie sis or eight light hoKe, and in a species of disguise. Considering how 
often lie had been the Emperor's enemy, his project was a perilous one. 
XSat when is it that these Franks draw baoli on aoeount of danger ? Tho 
Emperor perceived at ODce that the Count was come to see what he miglit 
obtain, by presenting himself as the very first object of his liberality, and 
hy offering his assistance as mediator with Godfrey of Bouillon and the 
other princes of the croaade." 

"It is a species of policy," answered the sage, "for which he would 
Teceire full credit from the Emperor." 

Achilles Tatins proceeded: — "Count Bohemond was discoyered to the 
imperial court as if it were by mere accident^ and he was welcomed with 
marks of favour and splendour which had never been even mentioned as 
heing fit for any one of the Prankish race. There was no word of ancient 
enmity or of former wars, no mention of Bohemond as the ancient usurper 
of Antiooh, and the encroacher upon the empire. But thanks to Heaven 
were returned on all sides, which had sent a fmthful ally to the imperial 
assistance at a moment of such imminent peril." 

"And what said Bohemond?" enquired the philosopher. 

"Little or nothing," smd the captmn of the Varangians, "until, as I 
learned from the domestic slave Narses, a large sum of gold had been aban- 
doned to him. Considerable districts were aiferwards agreed to be ceded to 
him, and other advantages granted, on condition he should stand on this 
occasion the steady friend of the empire and its master. Suoh was the 
Emperor's munificence towards the greedy barbarian, that a chamber in the 
palace was, by chance, as it were, left esposed to his view, oontmning large 
quantities of manufactured silks, of jewellers' work, of gold and silver, and 
other articles of great value. When the rapacious Frank could not forbear 
some expressions of admiration, he was assured, that the contents of the 
treasure-chamber were his own, provided he valued them as showing forth 
tho warmth and sincerity of his imperial ally towards his friends ; and these 
precious articles were accordingly conveyed to the tent of the Norman 
leader. By such measures, tiie Emperor must make himself master of Bohe- 
mond, both body and soul, for the Pranks themselves say it is strange to 
see a man of undaunted bravery, and towering ambition, so infected, never- 
theless, with avarice, which they term a mean and unnatural vice." 

"Bohemond," said Agelastes, "is then the Emperor's for life and death 
— always, that is, till the recollaoljon of the royal maniScence be efiaced by 
a greater gratuity. Alexius, proud as he naturally is of his management 
with this important chieftain, will no doubt expect to prevail by his counsels, 
on most of the other crusaders, and even on Godfrey of Bouillon himself, to 
ta,ku an oath of submission and fidelity to the Emperor, which, were it not 
for the sacred nature of their warfare, the meanest gentleman among them 
would not submit to, were it to be lord of a province. There, then, we rest. 
A few days must determine what we have to do. An earlier discovery would 
be destruction." 

" We meet not then to-night?" said the Acolyte. 

" No," replied the sage ; " unless we are summoned to that foolish stage- 
play or recitation ; and then we meet as playthings in the hand of a suly 
woman, the spoiled child of a weak-minded parent." 

I'atius then took his leave of the philosopfeer, and, as if fearful of being 
seen in each other's company, they left their solitMy place of meeting by 
different routes. The Varangian, Hereward, received, shortly after, a sum- 
mons from his superior, who aoqurunted him, that ho should not, as formerly 
intimated, require his attendance that evening. 

Achillea then paused, and added, — "Thouhast something on thy lips thoa 
wouldat say to me, which, nevertheless hesitates to break forth." 

" It is only this," answered the soldier ; " I htive had an interview with 
tho man called Agelastes, and ho seems something bo difi'etent from vfhat ha 
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appeared when we laet spoke of him, that I canoot fotliear mentioninJ w 
you what I have seen. He is not an insigaificiint trifler, whose obieot it i% 
to raise a laugh at his own espense, or that of any other. He is a deep- 
thinking and far-reaohing mnD, who, for some reason or other, is desirous 
of forming friends, and drawing a party to himself. Your own wisdom will 
leach jou to beware of him." 

" Thou art an honest fellow, mj poor Hereward," said Achilles Tatlus, 
with an affectation of good-natured contempt. " Socli wen as Agelastes do 
often frame their severest jests in the shape of formal gravil^f — they will 
pretend to possess the most ucbonnded power over elements and elemental 
spirits — they will make themselves masters of the names and anecdotes heat 
known to those whom they make their ffport ; and any one who shall listen 
to them, shall, in the words of the Divine Homer, only expose himself to a 
flood of inestinguiehahle laughter. I have often known nim select one of 
the rawest and most ignorant persons in presence, and to him for t^e amuse- 
ment of the rest, he has pretended to cause the absent to appear, the distant 
to draw near, and the dead themselves to burst the cerements of the grave. 
Take care, Hereward, that his arts make not a slain on the credit of one of 
my bravest Varangians." 

" There is no danger," answered Hereward. " I shall not be fond of being 
often with this man. If he jests upon one subject which he hath men- 
tioned to me, I shall be but too likely to teach him seriousness after a 
rough manner. And if ha is serious in his pretensions in such mystical 
matters, we should, according to the faith of my grandfather, Kenelm, do 
insult to the deceased, whose name is taken in the mouth of a soothsayer, 
or impious enchanter. I will not, tlierefore, again go near this Agelastes, 
be he wizard, or be ho impostor." 

" You apprehend me not," siud the Acolyte, hastily ; " yon mistake my 
meaning. He is a man from whom, if he pleases to converse with such as 
you, you may derive much knowledge ; keeping out of the reach of those 
pretended secret arts, which he will only use to turn thee into ridicule." 
witli these words, which he himself would perhaps have felt it difficult io 
reconcile, tho leader and his follower parted. 



iCllitif" t|)( aintjr. 



It would have been easy for Alexius, by a course of avowed suspicion, 
or any false step in the manner of receiving this tumultuary invasion of 
the European nations, to have blown into a flame the numerous but 
smothered grievances under which they laboured ; and a similar catastrophe 
would not have been less certain, had he at once abandoned all thoughts of 
resistance, and placed his hope of safety in surrendering to the mullitudes 
of the west whatsoever they accounted worth taking. Ihe Emperor chose 
a middle course ; and, unquestionably, in the weakness of the Greek empire, 
it was the only one which would have given him at once safety, and a great 



.eubyGoOgIC 



COUiJTROBEKTOFPARIS. 87 

degroe of conssquenoa in the eyes of tha Fra.nk invadora (wd thoae of his 
own subjects. Tha moans with which ha acted were of various kiods, and, 
rather from poUoy than inclination, -were often stained with falsehood or 
meaoneM ; therefore it follows that the measui^s of the Emperor resembled 
those of the snake, who twines himself through the grass, witli the purnose 
of stinging insidiously those whom he fears to approach with the step of the 
bold and generous lion. We are not, howoTer, writing the History of the 
Crusades, and what we have already said of the Emperor's precautions on 
tho first appearance of Godfrey of Bouillon, and his associates, may sufSce 
for the elucidation of our story. 

About four weeks had now passed over, marked by quarrels and recon- 
cilements between the crusaders and the Grecians of the empire. Tha 
former were, as Alesius's policy dictated, occasionally and individually, re- 
ceived with extreme honour, and their leaders loaded with respect and 
favour; while, from time to time, such bodies of them as sought distant or 
circuitous routes to the capital, ware intercepted and cut to pieces by light- 
aimed troops, who easily passed upon their ignorant opponents for Turks, 
Sojthinns, or other infidels, and sometimes were actually such, hut in the 
service of the Grecian monarch. Often, too, it happened, that while the 
rnore powerful chiefs of the crusade were feasted by the Emperor and his 
ministers with the richest delicacies, and their thirst slaked with iced wines, 
their followers were left at a distance, whore, intentionally supplied witli 
ad lilterated' flour, tainted prorisions, and bad water, they contracted disanses, 
and died in great numbers, without having onco seen a foot of tho Holy 
Land, for the recovery^ of which they had abandoned their peace, their com- 
petence, and their native couotry. These aggressions did not pass without 
complaint. Many of the crusading- chiofe impugned the fidelity of their 
allies, esposed the losses sustained by their armies as evils voluntarily 
inflicted on them by the Greeks, and on more than one occasion, the two 
nations stood opposed to each other on such terms that a general war seemed 
to be inevitable. 

Alexius, however, though obliged to have recourse to every finesse, still 
kept his ground, and made peace with the most powerful chiefs, under one 
pretence or other, Tha actual losses of the crusaders bj the sword he 
imputed to their own aggressions — their misguidance, to accident and to 
wilfulness — tho effects produced on them by the adulterated provisions, to 
the vehemence of tlieir own appetite for raw fruits and unripened wines. 
In short, there was no disaster of any kind whatsoever which could possibly 
befall the unhappy pilgrims, but the Emperor stood prepared to prove that 
it was the natural consequence of their own violence, wilfulness of conduct, 
or hostile precipitancy. 

The chiefs, who were not ignorant of their strength, would not, it was 
likely, have tamely suffered injuries from a power so inferior to their own, 
ivore it not that thej had formed extravagant ideas of the wealth of the 
Eastern empire, which Alexius seemed willing to share with them with an 
^Kuess of bounty as new to the leaders as the rich productions of the East 
were tempting to their followers. ' 

The French nobles would perhaps have been the most difficult to be 
brought into order when differences arose ; but an accident, which the Em- 
peror might have termed providential, reduced the high-spirited Count of 
fermanaois to the situation of a suppliant, when he eipected to hold that 
of a dictator. A fierce tempest surprised his fleet after he set sail from 
Italy, and he was finally driven on the coast of Greece. Many ships were 
destroyed, and those troops who got ashore were so much distressed, that 
they were obliged to surrender tnemeelves to the lieutenanta of Alexius. 
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a prisoner. In thia case, tho Emperor instantly set tlie eoldlers at liberty, 
and loaded them with presents.* 

Grateful, therefore, for nttentioDa in which Alexius was unremitting, 
Count Hagh. was by gratitude as well as interest, inclined to join the opinion 
of those who, for other reasons, desired the subsistence of peace betwiat (he 
crusaders and the empire of Greece. A better principle determined the 
celebrated Godfrey, Raymond of Thoulouse, and some others, in whom 
devotion was something more than a mere hurst of fauatioism. These 
prinoes considered with what scandal their whole journey must he stained, 
if the first of their exploits should be a war upon tie Grecian empire, ■which 
might justly he oalled the barrier of Christendom, If it was weak, and at 
the same time rich — if at the same time it invited rapine, and was unable 
to protect itself against it — it waa the more theii- interest and duty, as Chris- 
tiaa soldiers, to protect a Christian state, whose existence was of so much 
consequence to the common cause, even when, it could not defend itself. It 
was the wish of these frank-hearted men to receive the Emperor's profea- 
sions of friendship with such sincere returns of amity — to return his kind- 
ness with BO much usury, aa to convince him that their purpose towards him 
was in every respect fair and honourable, and that it would he his interest 
to abstain from evei'y injurious treafment which might induce or compel 
them to alter their measures towards him. 

It was with thia accommodating spirit towarda Alexius, which, for many 
different and complicated reasons, had now animated most of the crusaders, 
that the chiefs consented to a measure which, in other circumstances, they 
would probably have refused, as undue to the Greeks, and dishonourable to 
themselvea, Thia was the famous resolution, that, before crossing the Bos- 
phoriia to go in quest of that Palestine which they had vowed (o regain, 
each chief of crusaders would acknowledge individually the Grecian Em- 
peror, originaDy lord paramount of all tlieae regions, as their liege lord and 



The Emperor Alexius, with trembling joy, beheld the crusaders approach 
a conclusion to which iie had hoped to bribe them rather by interested means 
than by reasoning, although much might be said why provinees reconquered 
from the Turks or Saracena should, if recovered from the infidel, become 
again a part of the Grecian empire, from which they had been rent without 
any pretence, save that of violence. 

Though fearful, and almost despairing of being able to manage the rude 
and discordant army of haughty chiefs, who were wholly independent of 
each other, Alexius failed not, with eagernoaa and destenly, to seize upon 
tho admission of Godfrey and his compeers, that the Emperor was entitled 
to the allegiance of all who should war on Palestine, and natural lord para- 
mount of all the conquests which should he made in the course of the expe- 
dition. He was resolved to make this ceremony so public, and to interest 
men's minds in it hy such a display of the imperial pomp and munificence, 
that it should not either pass unknown, or be readily forgotten. 

An extensive terrace, one of the numeraus spaces which extend along the 
coast of the Propontis, was chosen for ths site of the munificent ceremony. 
Here was placed an elevated and august throne, calculated for the use of 
the Emperor alone. On thia occasion, by Buffering no other seats withia 
view of the pageant, the Greeks endeavoured to secure a point of ceremony 
peculiarly dear to their vanity, namely, that none of that presence, save the 
Emperor himself, should be seated. Around the throne of Alexius Comnc- 
nus were placed in order, but standing, the various dignitaries of his splendid 
court, in their different ranks, from the Protosebastos and the C^aar, to the 
Patriarch, splendid in his ecclesiastical robes, and to Agelastes, who, in hia 
simple habit, gave also the necessary attendance- Behind and around the 
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apleniJid display of the Emperor's eoui't, were drawn many dark circles of 
tlie esiled Anglo-Sasons, Tiiosa, by thair own desire, were not, on that 
memorable day, accoutred in the silver corslets which were the fashion of 
an idle court, but sheathed in mail and plate. They desired, they said, to 
be known as warriors to warriors. This was the more readily granted, as 
there was no knowing what trifle might infringe a truce between parties so 
inflammable as were now assembled. 

Beyond the Varangians, in much greater numbers, were drawn uy the 
bands of Greoians, or Romans, then known by the title of Immortals, which 
had been borrowed by the Romans originally from the empire of Persia. 
I'he stately forms, lofty ci'ests, and splendid ajiparel of these guards, would 
have given the foreign princes present a higher ideii of their military prowess, 
liad there not occurred in their ranks a frequent indication of loquacity and 
of motion, forming a strong contrast to the steady composure and death-like 
siienoe with which the well-trained Varangians stood in the parade, like 
stntuoa made of iron. 

The reader must then conceive this throne in all the pomp of Oriental 
greatness, surroiiniied by the foreign and Boman troops of the empire, and 
closed on the rear by clouds of light-horse, who shifted their places repeat- 
edly, so as t-o convey an idea of their multitude, without affording the esact 
means of estimating it. Through the dust whioh they raised by these evo- 
lutions, might be seen banners and standards, among which could be dis- 
covered by glances, the celebrated Labarum,* the pledge of conquest to the 
imperial bacnera, but whosesaered efficacy had eomewhat failed of late 
days. The rude soldiers of the West, who tiewed the Grecian army, main- 
tained that the standards which were exhibited in front of their line, were 
at least sufficient for the array of ten times the number of soldiers. 

Far on the right, the appearance of a very large body of European cavalry 
drawn up on the seashore, intimated the presence of the crusaders. So 
fii'ont was the desire to follow the esample of the chief Princes, Dukes, and 
Counts, in making the proposed fealty, that the number of independent 
knights and nobles who were to perform this service, seemed very great 
when collected together for that purpose ; for every crusader who possessed 
a tower, and led six lances, would have thought himself abridged of his 
dignity if he had not been called to acknowledge the Grecian Emperor, and 
hold tbe lands he should conquer of his throne, as well as Cfodfrey of 
Bouillon, or Hugh the Great, Count of Vermandois. And yet, with strange 
inconsistency, though they pressed to fulfil the homage, as that which was 
paid by greater persons than themselves, they seemed, at fJie very same 
time, desirous to find some mode of intimating that the homage whioh they 
rendered they felt as an idle degradation, and in fact held the whole show 
as a mere piece of mockery. 

The order of the procession had been thus settled : — The Crusaders, or, 
as the Greoians called them, the Counts,— that being the most common title 
among them, — were to advance from the lefl of their body, and passing the 
Emperor one by one, were apprized, that, in passing, each was ia render to 
him, in as few words as possible, the homage which had been previously 
ag eed on Godfrey of Bou lion his brother Ba dw n Bohen ond of An 



.eubyGoOgIC 



90 -WAVEBLBY HOVELS. 

tioch, and Boveral other crusaders of erainenoe, were the ficHt to perforin the 
ceremony, alightiag when their own part waa performed, and remaining it 
attendance by the Emperor's chair, to prevent, hy the awe of their presence, 
any of their aumeroua associates from being guilty of petulance or _pri>- 
Bumption during the solemnity. Other crusaders of less degree retained 
their station nea,r the Empei-or, whea they had once gaioed it, out of mere 
curiosity, or to show that they were aa much at liberty lo do so as the 
greater commanders who assumed that privilege. 

Thus two great bodies of troops, Grecian and European, paused at some 
distance from each other on the bants of the Bosphorus canal, differing in 
language, arms, and appearance. The small troops of horse which froDi 
lime to time issued forth from these bodies, resembled the flashes of light- 
ning pasung from one thunder-cloud to another, which communicate to each 
other hj such emissaries their overohargad contents. After some halt on 
the margin of the Bosphoms, the Franks who had perforfoed homage, 
straggled irregularly forward to a quay on the shore, where innumerable 
galleys and smaller vessels, provided for the purpose, lay with sails and 
oars prepared to waft the warlike pilgrims across the passage, and place 
them on- that Asia which they longea so passionately to visit, and from, 
which but few of them were likely to return. The gay appearance of the 
vessels which were to receive them, the readiness with whicn they were sup- 
plied with refreshments, the narrowness of the strait they had to eross tho 
near approach of that active service which they had vowed and long d to 
discharge, put the warriors into gay spirits, and songs and mu b e 
chorus to tho departing oars. 

While such was the temper of the crusaders, the Grecian Empe or d 1 
his best through the whole ceremonial to impress on the armed m It tuie 
the highest ideas of his own grandeur, and the importance of the o on 
which had brought them together. This was readily admitted by the h t,h r 
chiefi; some because their vanity had boon propitiated, — some be use 
their avarice had been gratified, — some because their ambiiaon had b n 
inflamed, — and a few, a very few, because to remain friends with Alex ua 
was the most probable means of advancing the purposes of tbeir exped t on 
Accordingly the great lords, from these various motives, practised a hun 1 ty 
which perhaps they were far from feeling, and carefully abstained f m all 
which might seem like irreverence at the solemn festival of the G an 
But there were very many of a different temper. 

Of the great number of counts, lords, and knights, under who e va ty 
of banners the crusaders were led to the walls of Constantinople, many 
were too insignificant to be bribed to this distasteful measure ot homage : 
and these, though they felt it dangerous to oppose resistance, yet mixed 
their submission with taunts, ridicule, and such contraventions of decorum, 
as plainly intimated that they entertained resentment and scorn at tho step 
they were about to take, and esteemed it as proclaiming themselves vassals 
to a prince, heretic in his faith, limited in the exercise of his boasted 
power, their enemy when he dared l« show himself such, and the friend of 
those only among their number, who were able to compel him to be so ; 
and who, though to them an obsequious ally, was to the others, when 
occasion offered, an insidious and murderous enemy. 

The nobles of Prankish origin and descent vrere chiefly remarkable for 
their presumptuous contempt of every other nation engaged in tho crusade, 
as well as for their dauntless bravery, and for the scorn witli which they 
regarded the power and authority of tne Greek empire. It waa a common 
saying among them, that if the skies should fall, the French crusaders 
alone were able to hold them up with their lances. The same bold and 
arrogant disposition showed itself in occasional quarrels with their un- 
willing hosts, in which the Greeks, notwithstanding all their art, were often 
worsted ; so that Alexius was d jtermined, at ail events, to get rid of these 
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intractable and fiery allies, by ferrying them oyer the Boaphorus with all 
manner of diligence. To do tliis with safety, he availed himself of the 
presence of the Count of Vermandois, Godfrey of Bouillon, and other chiefs 
of great influence, to ieep in order ihe lesser Trankish knighta, who weie 
BO numevoua and unruly.* 

Struggling with his feeling of offended pride, tempered by 3 prudent 
degree of apprehension, the Emperor endenToured to receive witn cem- 
placenoe a homage tendered in mockery. An inoident shortly took place 
of a character highly desoriptiTe of the nations brought together in so es- 
traordiaary a luanner, and with suoh different feelings and Bentimcnts. 
Several bands of ITrench had passed, in a sort of procession, the throne of 
the Emperor, and rendered, with some appearance of gravity, the usual 
homage. On this occasion they hent their knees to Alexias, placed their 
hands within his, and in that posture paid the ceremonies of feudal fealty. 
But when it came to the turn of Bohemond of Antioch, already mentioned, 
to render this fealty, the Emperor, desirous to show every species of honour 
to this wily person, his former enemy, and now apparently his all;?, advanced 
two or three paces towards the sea-side, where the boats lay as if in readi- 

The distance to which the Emperor moved was very small, and it was 
assumed as n piece of deferenae to Bohemond ; but it became the means of 
exposing Alexius himself to a, cutting affronty which his guards and subjects 
felt deeply, as an intentional humiliation. A half score of horsemen, at- 
tendants of the Frankish Count who was nest to perform the homage, with 
their lord at their head, set off at full gallop from the right fiank of the 
French equiidrons, and arriving before the throne, which was yot empty, 
they at once halted. The rider at the head of the band was a sti'ong her- 
culean figare, with a decided and stern countenance, though extremely 
handsome, looking out from thick black curls. His head was surmounted 
with a barret cap, while his hands, limbs, and feet were covered with gar- 
ments of chamois leather, over which he in general wore the ponderous 
and complete armour of his country. This, however, he had laid aside for 
personal convenience, though in doing so he evinced a total neglect of the 
ceremonial which marked so important a meeting. He waited not a mo- 
ment for the Emperor's return, nor regarded the impropriety of obliging 
Alexius to hurry his steps back to his throne, hut sprung from hia gigantio 
horse, and threw the reins loose, which were instantly seized by one of tho 
attendant pages. Without a moment's hesitation the Frank seated himself 
in tlie vacant throne of the Emperor, and extending his half-armed and 
robust figure on the golden cushions which were destined for Alexius, he 
indolently began to caress a large wolf-hound which had followed him, and 
which, feeling itself as much at ease as its master, reposed its grim form 
on the carpets of silk and gold damask, which tapestried the imperial foot- 
stool. The very hound t ( h d t If with a bold, ferocious insolence, 
and seemed to regard th p ot, save the stern knight whom it 

called master. 

The Emperor, turai g fc k f m the short space which, as a special 
mark of favour, he had pan d B hemond, beheld with astonishment 

his seat occupied by th i t Pr k. The bands of the half-savaga 

Varangians wno were st t d d would not have hesitated an instant 

in avenging the insult by j t t the violator of their master's throne 
even in this act of his t mpt h d th y not been restrained by Achillos 
Tatiua and other office wl w rtain what the Emperor would do, 

and somewhat timorou f tak g lution for themselves. 

Meanwhile, the unc m k gl t spoke aloud, in a speech which, 

though provincial, might he understood by all to whom the French language 
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was known, while oven those who understood it not, gathered its interpre 
tation from his tone and manner. "What churl is this," he said, "who 
haa remained sitting stationary like a block of wood, or the fragment of a 
rook, when so many noble knights, the flower of chiyalry and muster of 
gallantry, stand uncoyered around, among the thrice conC[uered Varan- 

A deep, clear accent replied, as if from the bottom of the earth, bo like 
it was to the accents of some being from the other world, — " If the Nor- 
mans desire battle of the Tarangians, they will meet them in the lists man 
to man, without the poor boast of insulting the Emperor of Greece, who is 
well known to fight only by the battle-ases of his guard." 

The astonishment -was bo great when this answer was heard, aa to affect 
even the knight, whose insult upon the Emperor had occasioned it ; and 
amid the efforts of Achilles to retain his soldiers within the bounds of 
subordination and Bilenoe, a loud murmur seemed to intimate that they 
would not long remain so, Bohemond returned through the press with a 
celerity which did not so well suit the dignity of Alexius, and catching the 
crusader by the arm, he, something between fair means and a gentle degree 
of force, obliged him to leave the chair of the Emperor, ia which be had 
placed himself so boldly. 

"How is it," said Bohemond, "noble Count of Paris? Is there one of 
this great aasembly who can see with patience, that your name, so -widely 
renowned for valour, is now to be quoted in an idle brawl with hii'elings, 
whose utmost boast it is to bear a mercenary battle-aie in the ranks of the 
Emperor's guards? For shame — for shame — do not, for the discredit of 
Korman chivalry, let it be bo i" 

"I know not," said the crusader, rising reluctantly — "I am not nice in 
choosing the degree of my adversary, when ha bears himself like one who 
is willing and forward in battle. 1 am good-natured, I tell thee. Count 
Bohemond ; and Turk or Tartar, or wandering Anglo-Sason, who only 
escapes from the chain of the Normans to become the slave of the Greek, 
is equally weleome to whet his blade clean against my armour, if he desires 
to achieve such an honourable office." 

The Emperor had heard what passed — had heard it with indignation, 
miied with fear ; for he imagined the whole scheme of his policy was about 
to be overturned at once by a premeditated plan of personal affront, and 
probably an assault upon his person. He was about to call to arms, when, 
casting his eyes on the right flank of the crusaders, he saw that all remained 
quiet after the Frank Baron had transferred himself from thence. Ho 
therefore instantly resolved to let the insult pass, as one of the rough 
pleasantries of the Eranks, since the advance of move troops did not give 
any symptom of an actual onset. 

Resolvmg on bis line of conduct with the quickness of thought, he glided 
back to his canopy, and stood beside his throne, of which, however, be chose 
not instantly to take possession, lest he should give the insolent stranger 
some ground for renewing and persisting in a competition for it. 

" What bold Tavnsour is this," said he to Count Baldwin, " whom, as is 
apparent from his dignity, I ought to have received seated upon my ibrone, 
and who thinks proper thus to vindicate his rank?" 

" He is reckoned one of the bravest men in our host," answered Baldwin, 
"though tbo brave are as numerous there as the sands of the sea. He will 
himself tell you his name and rank." 

Alexius looked at the Vavasour, He saw nothing in hislwge welllitmed 
features, lighted by a wild touch of antbusiasm whiih spoke in Lis quick 
eye, that intimated premeditated insult, and was induced to suppose thit 
what had occurred, so contrary to the form and ceremor nl of the (Jrooian 
court, was neither an intentional aifront, nor designed at tbo mcins of m 
Iroducing a quarroi. He therefore spoke with compaiitive e^so when he 
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addressed tlie sfrnnget thus : — - " Wo know not bj what dignified name to 
Bainte you ; but we are aware, fvoio Count Baldwiu'a information, that we 
are honoured in having in our presence one of the bratest knights whom a 
sense of the wrongs done to the Holy Land has brought WiuH fet on hia way 
to Palestine, to free it from its bondage." 

"If yon mean to ask my name," answered the European tnight, "any 
one .of these pilgrims can readily satisfy you, and more gracefully than I 
c!m myself; since we use to say in our country, that many a fierce quarrel 
is prevented from being fought out by an untimely diaolosure of names, 
when men, who might have fought with the fear of God before their eyes, 
must, when their namee are manifest^ii, recognise each other as spiritual 
allies, by baptism, gossipred, or some such irresistible bond of friendship ; 
whereas, had they fought first and told their names afterwards, they could 
have had some assurance of each other's valour, and have been able to. view 
their relationship as an honour to both." 

" Still," said the Emperor, " methinks I w uld k w f y , who, in this 
extraordinary preaa of knights, seem to a tap dneto yourself, 
claim the dignity due to a king or prince?" 

"How speak you that?" said the Franl th b w s mewbat over- 
clouded ; " do you ffeel that I have not left y nnj tl d by my advance to 
these squadrons of yours?" 

Alesiua hastened to answer, that he felt n ; a t ul d ire to connect 
the Count with an affront or offence ; observing, that in the estrenft neces- 
sity of the Empire, it was no time for him, who was at the helm, to engage 
in idle or unnecessary quarrels. 

'i'he Frankish knight heard him, and answered drily — " Since such are 
your sentiments, I wonder that you have ever resided long enough within 
the hearing of the French language to learn to speak it aa yoa do. I would 
have thought some of the sentiments of the chivalry of the nation, ainoe 
you are neither a monk nor a woman, would, at the same time with the 
wortis of the dialect, have found their way into your heart." 

"Hash, Sir Count," siud Bohemond, who remained by the Emperor to 
avert the threatening quarrel, "It is eurelj requisite to answer the Em- 
peror with oivility ; and those who are impatient for warfare, will have infl- 
dols enough to wage it with. He only demanded your name and lineage, 
which you of all men can. have the least objection to disclose." 

" I know not if it will interest this prince, or Emperor aa you term him," 
answered the Frank Count ; " but all the account I can ^ve of myself is 
this ; — In the midst of one of tlie vaat forests which occupy the centre of 
Franco, my native country, there stands a chape], sank so low into the 
ground, that it seems as if it were become deorepid by its own ereat age. 
The image of the Holy Virgin who presides over its altar, ia called by all 
men our Lady of the Broken Lances, and is accounted through the whole 
kingdom the most celebrated for military adventure Fit d 

each leading from an opposite point in the compos b f h p 

cipal door of the chapel; and ever and anon, as a g d k ht t 

tins place, he passes in to the performance of his de th h p I 

having first sounded his horn three times, till ash a d k tr q d 

ring. Having then kneeled down to his devotions, h Id m ises 1 m 
the mass of Her of the Broken Lances, but there is att d hi 

some adventurous knight ready to satisfy the new com d f b ttl 

This station have I held for a month and more against all comers, and all 
gave me fair thanks for the knightly manner of quitting myself towards 
them, except one, who had the evil hap to fall from his horse, and did break 
his neck ; and another, who was struck throngh the body, ao that the lance 
came out behind his back about a cloth-yard, all dripping with blood. 
Allowing for such accidents, which cannot easily be avoided, my opponents 
parted witii mo with fair acknowledgment of the grace I had done them." 
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"I conceive, Sir Knight," anid the Emperor, "tbat a form like yours, 
aolDiJited by the courage you display, ia likely to find few equals even among 
your adventuroaa countrymen ; far leas among men -who are taught tbat tc 
cast away their lires in & eenselesB quarrel amoug tbemftelTes, is to throw 
away, like a boy, the gift of Proyidence." 

"You are welcome to your opinion," said the Frank, Bomewbnt con- 
temptuously; "jetlaBSuie tou, if you doubt that our gallant strife was 
unmiied with BullenneeB ana anger, and that we hunt not the hart or the 
boar with merrier hearts in the evening, than we diaeharga our task of 
chivalry by the morn had arisen, before the portal of the old chapel, you do 
U8 foul injustice." 

" With the Turks you will not enjoy this amiable exchange of courtesies," 
answered Alexius. " Wherefore I would adviae you neither to ^aj far 
into tha van nor into the rear, but to abide by the standard where the best 
infidels make their effortsi and the best knights are required to repel them." 

"•By our Lady of the Broken Lances," said the Crusader, "I would not 
that tiie Turks were more courteous than they are Christian, and am well 
pleased that unbeliever and heathen hound are a proper description for yie 
best of them, as being traitor alike to their God and to the laws of chivalry ; 
and devoutly do I trust that I shall meet with them in the front rank of oar 
army, beside our standard, or elsewhere, and have an open field to my 
devoir against them, both as the enemies of our Lady and the holy saints, 
and as, by their evil customs, more expressly my own. Meanwhile you have 
time to seat yourself and receive my homage, and I will be bound to joq 

E,_ J '■■hing this foolish ceremony with as little waste and delay of time 

"""n wiU permit." 



The Emperor hastily seated himself, and received into his the sinewy 
hands of the Crusader, who made the acknowledgment of his homage, and 
was then guided off by Count Baldwin, who walked with the stranger to 
the ships, and then, apparently well pleased at seeing him in the course of 
going on board, returned back to the side of the Emperor. 

" What is the name," said the Emperor, " of that singular and assuming 

"It is Robert, Count of Paris," answered Baldwin, "accounted one of 
the bravest peers who stand around the throne of France." 

After a moment's reoollc t n AI xiu C mn n u d d rs, that the 

ceremonial of the day should b d ubnu 1 af dp hap 1 t thorough 
and careless humour of th st ng rs 1 uld p du e m new quarrel. 
The crusaders ware led, n thing Ithbktp! sowhh they had 
been hospitably received, and al ly m d the nt upt d feast, from 
which they had been call dtpyth hm Pht umpets of the 

various leaders blew the r all f th f w t unp f n d na y character 
who were attendant, togeth w th th h t t kn ght and 1 aders, who, 
pleased with the indulgen s p ! d f th m and bs u ly foreseeing 
that the passage of the B ph u w ul 1 be tl mn n ment of tiieir 
actual suSering, rejoiced in b ng all d to th h th d 
, It was not probably intend d b t th 1 h m ht b tyled. of the 

tumultuous dav, Count Robert of Pans, who was already on his road to em- 
barkation on tee strait, was disturbed in his purpose by the sound of recall 
which ivaa echoed around; nor could Bohemond, Godfrey, or any one who 
took upon him to explain the signal, alter his resolution of returning to 
Constantinople. He iauahed to scorn tha threatened displeasure of the 
Emperor, and seemed to ftiink there would be a peculiar pleasure in bvaving 
Alexius at his own board, or, at least, that nothing could be more indifferent 
than whether he gave offence or not. 

To Godfrey of Bouillon, to whom he showed some respect, he was still 
far from paying deference ; and that sagacious prince, having used every 
argument which might shake his purpose of returning to the imperial city. 
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lO the very pclnt of making it a quarrel with hioi in petaon, at length aban- 
doned him to hia own disoretion, and pointed him out to the Count of Thou- 



louse, as lie passed, as a wild kuight^rrant, incapable of being iufluenoed 

' J thing save his own wayward faniw. " lie brings not five hundred 

o the crusade," said Godfrey ; "and I dare be swoi-n, thate* ' "' 



the very outset of the undertaking, he knows not where Ibeae five hundred 
men are, and how tlieir wants are provided for. There is an eternal trumpet 
in his ear sounding to assault, nor has he room or time to hear a milder or 
more rational signal. See how he sti'olls along yonder, the very emblem of 
au idle schoolboj, broke out of the school-bounds upon a holyday, half ani- 
mated by curiosity and half by love of mischief." 

"And," said Raymond, Count of Thoulonse, "with resolution sufficient 
to support the desperate purpose of the whole army of devoted crusaders. 
And yet so passionate n Rodomont is Count Robert, that he would rather 
risk flie success of the whole expedition, that omit ft PP t ty f m t- 
ing a worthy antagonist en champ-eloa, or lose, as he t m t h t 

worshipping oar Lady of the Broken Lances. Who j w th h ni h 
has now met, and who are apparently walking, or th t Ih g th 
same way with him, back to Constantinople?" 

"An armed knight, brilliantly equipped — yet of m th 1 th 
knightly stature," answered Godfrey. "It is, I s pp th 11 t d 
lady who won Robert's heart in the lists of battle, ly b y d 1 

equal to his own ; and the pilgrim form in the long vestments may be their 
daughter or niece." 

"A singular spectacle, worthy Knight," said the Count of Thoulouse, 
" do our days present to us, to which we have had nothing similar, since 
Gaita,* wife of Robert GuisBard, first took upon her to distinguish herself 
by manly deeds of emprise, and rival her husband, as well in the front of 
battle as at the dancing-room or banquet." 

" Such is the custom of this pair, moat noble knight," answered another 
Crusader, who had joined them, "and Heaven pity the poor man who has 
no power to ieep domestic peace by an appeal to the stronger hand 1" 

" Wall !" replied Raymond, " if it be rather a mortifying refleotioii, ihat 
the lady of our love is far past the bloom of youth, it is a. consolation that 
sliO is too old-fashioned to beat us, when we return back with no more of 
youth or manhood than a long crusade has left. But come, follow on the 
road to Constantinople, and in the rear of this most doughty knight." 
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BrenhiIiDa, Conntess of Paris, was one of those Btalwtirt damea wlio wil- 
lingly hazarded (Jiemselvea in the front of battle, which, during the first 
crusaije, was as coinmon as it was possible for a very unnatural euetom to 
bs, arid, in fact, gave the real instances of the Marphisaa and Brndamantes, 
■whom the writers of romance delighted to paint, assigning them sometimes 
the advantage of invnlnerahle armour, or a spear whose thrust did not 
admit of being resisted, in order to soften the improbability of the weaker 
sei being frequently viotorioua over the male part of the creation. 

But the apeU of Brenhilda was of a more simple nature, and rested 
chiefly in her great beauty. 

From a ^rl she despised the pursuits of her ses ; and they who ventured 
to become suitors for the hand of the young Iiftdy of AspramonCe, to which 
warlilie fief she had succeeded, and which perhaps encouraged her in her 
fancy, received for answer, that they must first merit it by their good beha- 
viour in the lists. The father of Brenhilda was dead ; her mother was of 
a gentle temper, and easily kept under management by the young lady 
herself. 

Brenhilda's numoroua suitors readily agreed to terms which, were too 
much according to the manners of the age to be disputed. A tournament 
was held at the Caatle of Aspramonte, in which, one half of the gallant as- 
aembly rolled headlong before their successful rivals, and withdrew from the 
lists mortified and disappointed. The sucoeasful party among the aaitora 
were expected to be aummoned to jouat among themselves. But they wore 
surprised at being made acquainted with 3ie lady's farther will. She 
aspired to wear armour herself, to wield a lance, and back a steed, and 
prayed the knights that they would permit a lady, whom they professed to 
honour ao highly, to mingle in their games of chivalry. The young knigjhta 
courteously received their young miatreas in the lists, and smiled at the idea 
of her holding them triumphantly against so many gallant champions of 
the other sex. But the vassala and old servants of the Count, her father, 
ttmiled to each other, and inUmated a difierent result than the gallants anti- 
cipated. The knights who encountered the fair Brenhilda were one by one 
stretched on the sand ; nor was it to be denied, that the situation of tilting 
with one of the handsomest women of the time was an extremely embar- 
rassing one. Bach youth was bent to withhold his charge in full volley, to 
cause nis steed to swerve at the full shock, or in some other way to flinch 
from doing the utmost which was necessary to gain the victory, lest, in so 
gaining it, he might cause irreparable injury to the beautiful opponent he 
tilled with. But the Lady of Aspramonte was not one who could be con- 
quered by less than the exertion of the whole strength and talenta of the 
victor. The defeated suitors departed from the lists the more mortified at 
their discomfiture, because Robert of Paris arrived at sunset, and, under- 
standing what was going forward, aent his name to the barriers, as that of 
a knight who would willingly forego the reward of the tournament, in case 
he had the fortune to gain it, declaring, that neither lands nor ladies' 
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cliiinns were what lie came tliither to eeolc. EreubildiL, piqued and morli- 
fled, chose a now lance, mounted her best steed, and advanced into the Data 
as one determined to avenge upon the new aBsailant'a hrow the elight of hec 
■jharms which he Eoemed to expreaa. But whether her displeasure had 
somewhat interfered with her usual akiU, or whether she had, like others 
of her sex, felt a partiality towarda one whose heart was not particularly 
eet upon gaining hers — or whether, as is often said on such occasiona, her 
fated hour was come, so it was that Count Robert tilted with hia usual 
address and good fortune. Brenhilda of Aspramonte was unhorsed and 
unhetmed, and etretohed on the earth, and the beautiful face, which faded 
from very red to deadly pale before the ejea of the victor, prodneed its 
natural effect in raiaing the value of hia conquest. He would, in conformity 
with hia resolution, have left the castle after having mortified the vanity of 
the lady ; but her mother opportunely interposed ; and when she had satis- 
fied herself that no serioua injury had been sualained by the young heireaa, 
alio returned her thanks to the stranger knight who had taught her daughter 
a lesson, which, she trasted, she would not easily forget. Thus tempted to 
do what he secretly wished, Count Robert gave ear to those eentiments, 
which naturally whispered to him to be in no hurry to withdraw. 

lie was of tne blood of Charlemagne, and, what.wos atiil of more conse- 
quence in the young lady's eyes, one of the most renowned of Norman 
knights in that jousting day. After a residenoe of ten days in the castle 
of Aspramonte, the bride and bridegroom set out, for auoh was Count 
Robert's will, with a competent train, to our h&ij of the Broken Lances, 
where it pleased him to be wedded. Two knights who were waiting to do 
battle, as was the custom of the pjaee, were rather disappointed at the 
nature of the cavalcade, which seemed to interrupt their purpose. But 
greatly were they surprised when they received a cartel from the betrothed 
couple, offering to substitute their own persons in the room of other antago- 
nists, and congratulating themselves in commencing their married life in a 
manner so cocsiatent with that which they had hitherto led. They were 
victorious as usual ; and the only persons having occasion to ruo the com- 
plaisance of the Count and his bride, were the two stfangera, one of whom 
broke an arm in the rencontre, and the other dislocated it collar-bone. 

Count Robert's course of knight-errantry did not seem to be in the least 
intermitted by hia marrir^e; on the contrary, when he was called upon to 
support his renown, hia wife was often known also in military exploits, nor 
w^s she inferior to him in thirst after fame. They both assumed the orosa 
at the same time, that being then the predominating folly in Europe. 

The CounteBB Brenhilda was now above sis-and-twenty years old, with as 
much beauty as can well fall to the share of an Amazon. A figure, of the 
lavgeet feminine size, was surmounted by a noble countenance, to wbicli 
even repeated warlike toils had not giten more than a eunny hue, relieved 
by the dazaling whiteness of such parts of her face as were not usually 
displayed. 

Aa Alexius gave orders that his retinue should return to Constantinople, 
he spoke in private to the Follower, Achilles Tatius. The Satrap answered 
with a submissive bend of the head, and separated with a few attendants 
from the main body of the Emperor's train. The principal road to the city 
was, of course, filled with the troops, and with the numei-ous crowds of 
spectators, all of whom were inconvenienced in some degree by the dust 
and heat of the weather. 

Count Robert of Paris had embarked his horses on board of ship, and 
all his retinue, except an old squire or valet of his own, and an attendant 
of his wife. He felt bimaelf more incommoded in this crowd than he de- 
aired, especially aa hia wife shared it with him, and began to look among 
tliS scattered trees which fringed the shores, down almost to the tide-mark, 
to aee if he eould discern any bj-path which might carry them more ciioui- 
V0L.SII.— 7 ( 



.eJbyGoogle 



tously, b t m pi 03 tly t th ij d il d them at the anme time, 
■what w th p p 1 bj t th E t t-a g sights, or adventures 
of ohiyalry Ab d d>tepth mdt promise them all the 
enjojm wh h h I Id g w m 1 t The ground through 

■which t-w dta'wy^w b tfllbk by the appearanee of 
temples hh dkk dh dth fountain distributed 

its silve pd Ik b Itddlwl self-denjing to him- 
'" ■''---''- -" ■' wh ty Tl distant sound of the 

dth me tims, as it detained 



Rejoicing in the abated heat of the day — wondering, at the same time, at 
the various kinds of arahitooture, the strange features of the landscape, or 
acoidental touohes of miners, exhibited by those who met or passed them 
upon their journey, they strolled easily onwards. One figure particularly 
caught the attention of the Countess Brenhilda. This was an old man of 
great stature, engaged, apparently, so deeply with the roll of parchment 
which he held in his hand, that he paid no attention to the objects which 
■were passing around him. Deep thought appeared to reign on his brow, 
and his eye was of that, piercing kind whioh seems designed to search and 
■winnow the frivolous from the editying part of human discussion, and limit 
its inquiry to the last. Eaising his eyes slowiy from the parchment on 
which he had been gazing, the look of Agelastes — for it waa the sage him- 
Belf — encountered those of Count Robert and his lady and addressing 
them with the kindly epithet of " my children," he asked if they had 
missed their road, or whether there was any thing in whi(,h he could do 
them any pleasure. 

"We are strangers, father," was the answer, "from a distant country, 
and belonging to the army which has passed hither upon pilgrimage one 
object brings us here in common, we hope, with all that host. Vi e desire to 
pay our devotions where the great ransom waa pmd for ua, and to free, by 
our good swords, enslaved Palestine, from the usurpation and tyranny of 
the infidel. When we have said this, we have announced our higheat 
human motive. Yet Robert of Paria and his Countess would not willingly 
set their foot on a land, save what should resound its echo. They have not 
been accustomed to move in silence upon tho face of the oarth, and they 
would purchase an eternal life of fame, though it were at the price of 
mortal existence." 

"You seek, then, to barter safety for fame," said Agelastes, "though 
you may, porehanoe, throw death into the scale by which you hope to 
gain it 1" 

" Assuredly," said Count Robert ; " nor is there one wearing such a belt 
as this, to whom such a thought ia atranger." 

"And aa I understand," said Agalastea, "your lady ahares with your 
honourable self in these valorous resolutions ?— Can this be !" 

" You may undervalue my female courage, father, if such is your ■will," 
said the Countess; "but I apeak in presence of a witneaa who can attest 
the truth, when I say that a man of half your years had not doubted the 
truth with impunity." 

" Nay, Heaven protect me from the lightning of i^our eyes," aaid Agel- 
aates, "ivhether in anger or in scorn. I bear an segia about myself against 
what I should else have feared. But aga, with ita incapacities, brings also 
its apologies. Perhaps, indeed, it is one like mo whom you seek to find, 
and ia that ease I should be happy to render to you such services as it is 
my duty to offer to all worthy knights." 

" I have already said," replied Count Robert, " that after the accomplish- 
ment of my vow, — he looked upwards and crossed himself, — "there is 
nothing on eartU to whioh I am more bound than to celebrate my name in 
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arms as becoraes a valiant cavulier. When men die obscurely, they die foe 
over. Had my ancestor Charles never left the paltry banks of the Saale, 
hn had not now been raaoh better known than any vina-dresser who wielded 
his praning-hook in the same territories. Bnt he bore him like a brave 
man, and his name is deathless in the memory of the worthy." 

"Yoang man," said the old Grecian, "although it is but seldom that 
such aa yon, whom I was made to serve and to vaJue, visit this country, it 
is not the loss true that I am well qualified to serve you in the matter which 
you have so much at heart. 'My acquaintance with nature has been so per- 
fect and so long, that, during its continuance, she has disappeared and an 
other world has been spread before me, in which she has but 1 ttl t d 
Thus the curious stores which I have assembled are beyond th h 

of other men, and not to be laid before those whose deeds of v ! to 

be bounded by the ordinary probabilities of everyday nature. N 
of your romantic country ever devised such extraordinary ad ti es t 
of his own imagination, and to feed the idle -wonder of those who tit g 
around, as those which I know, not of idle invention, but of I p t 
existence, with the means of achieving and accomplishing the conditions of 
each adventure." 

"If such be your real profession," said the French Count, "you have 
met one of those whom yon chiefly search for; nor wil! my Countess and I 
etir farther upon our road until^ou have pointed out toua some one of those 
adventures which it is the business of errant-knights to be industrious in 
seeking out," 

So Baying, ho sat down by the side of tlie old man; and his lady, with a 
degree of reverence which had something in it almost diverting, followed 
his ei ample. 

" We have fallen right, Brenhilda," said Count Robert ; " our guardian 
angel has watched his charge carefully. Here have we come among an 
ignorant set of pedants, chattering their absurd language, and holding more 
important the least look that a cowardly Emperor can give, than the best 
biow that a good knight can deal. Believe me, I was wellnijjh thinking 
that we had done ill to take the orosa — God forgive such an impious doubt 1 
Yet here, when we were even despairing to find the road to fame, we have 
met with one of those excellent men whom the knights of yore were wont 
to find silting by springs, by crosses, and by altars, ready to direct the wan- 
derinjf knight where fame was to be found. Disturb him not, my Bren- 
hilda," siud the Count, "but let him recall to himself his stories of the 
ancient time, and thou shalt see he will enrich us with the treasures of his 

" If," replied Agelastes, afier some pause, " I have waited ibr a longer 
term than human life is granted to most men, I shall still be overpaid by 
dedicating what remains of esisfence to the service of a pair so devoted to 
chivalry. What first occurs to me is a story cf our Greek country, so 
famous in adventures, and which I shall briefly detail to you: — 

" Afar hence, in our renowned Grecian Archipelago, amid storms and 
whirlpools, rocks which, changing their character, appear to precipitate 
themselves agaiast each other, and billows that are never in a pacific state, 
lies the rich island of Zulichium, inhabited, notwithstanding its wealth, by 
a very few natives, who live only upon the sea-const. The inland part of 
the island is one immense mountain, or pile of monntaine, amongst which, 
those who dare approach near enough, may, we are assured, discern the 
moss-grown and antiquated towers and pinnacles of a stately, but ruinous 
castle, the habitation of the sovereign of the island, in which she has been, 
enchanted for a great many years. 

" A bold knight, who came upon a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, made a vow 
to deliver this unhappy victim of pain and sorcery ; feeling, with, justice, 
vehemently offended, that the fiends of darkness should exercise any autho- 
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rity near the Holy Land, which might be termed the very fountnin of light. 
Two of the oldest inhahitanta of the island undertook to guide him as neai" 
to the main gate as they durst, nor did thay approach it more closely thaa 
the length of a bow-shot. Here, then, abandoned to himself, the brave 
Trank set forth npon his enterprise, with a stout heart, and Heaven aJone to 
friend. The fabric which he approached showed, by its gigantio siae, and 
splendour of ontlino, the power and wealth of the potentate who had erected 
it. The brazen gates unfolded themselves as if with hope and pleasure ; 
and aerial voices swept around the spires and turrets, congratulating the 
genius of the plaoe, it might be, upon the expected approach of its de- 

" The knight passed on, not unmoved with wonder, though untainted by 
fear; and tfie Gothic splendours which he saw were of a kind highly to 
exalt his idea of the beauty of the mietrBSS for whom a prison-house had 
been so richly decorated. Guards there were in Eastern dress and arms, 
upon bulwark and buttress, in readiness, it appeared, to bend their bows ; 
but the warriors were motionless and silent, and took no more notice of the 
armed step of the knight than if a monk or hermit had approached their 
guarded post. They were living, and yet, as to ail power and sense, the^ 
might be ooneidered among the dead. If there was truth in the old tradi- 
tion, the sun had shone and the rain had fallen upon them for more than 
four hundred changing seasons, without their being sensible of the genial 
warmth of the one or the coldness of the other. Like the Israelites in the 
desert, their shoes had not decayed, nor their vestmenta waxed old. As 
Time left them, so aod without alteration was he again to find them." The 
philosopher began novr to reoail what he had heard of the cause of their 
enchantment. 

"The sage to wjiom this potent charm is imputed, was one of the Magi 
who followed the tenets of Zoroaster. He had come to the court of this 
youthful Princess, who received him with every attention which gratified 
vanity could dictate, so that in a short time her awe of this grave personage 
was lost in the sense of ascendency which her beauty gave her over him. 
It was no difficult matter — in fact it happens every day — for the beautiful 
woman to lull the wise man into what is not inaptly called a fool's paradise. 
The sage was induced to attempt feate of youth which his years rendered 
ridiculous; he could command the elements, but the common course of 
nature waa beyond his power. Whoa, therefore, he exerted his magic 
strength, the mountains bent and the seas roceded ; but when the pbiloso- 

5 her attempted to lead forth the Princess of Zulichium in the youthful 
ance, youths and maidens turned their heads aside lest they should make 
too manifest the ludicrous ideas with which they were impressed. 
■ " Unhappily, as the aged, even the wisest of them, will forget themselves, 
so the young naturally enter into an alliance to spy out, ridicule, and enjoy 
their foibles Many were the glances which the Princess sent among her 
retinue, mtiraitmg the nature of the amusement which she received from 
the attentions of her formidable lover. In process of time she lost her 
C'iution, and a glance was detected, expressing to the old man the ridicule 



while the sage bitterly regretted what he had done, he did not the less 
resent the light-hearted folly of the Princess by whom he had been duped. 
' If, however, he was angry, he possessed Uie art to conceal it. Not a 
word, not a look expressed the bitter disappointment which he had received. 
A shade of melancholy, or rather gloom, upon his brow, alone intimated 
the coming storm. The Princess became somewhat alarmed ; she was 
besides extremely good-natured, nor had her intentions of leading the old 
man into whac would render him ridiculous, been so accurately planned 
with malice prepense, as they were the effect of accident and chance. Sho 
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saw'ttie pain ■wUioli ho autf'cred, and tliought to end it hj going up to him, 
wiian about to retire, and Icindly wishiog him good-night. 

" 'You Hay well, dnuehter,' swd the sage, 'good-night — hut who, of the 
numbers who hear me, shall say good-morning V 

" The speech drew little attention, although two or three persons to whom 
the character of the sago was known, fled from the island that very night, 
and by their report made known the circumstances attending the first inflic- 
tion of this extraordinary spell on those who remained within the Castle. 
A sleep like that of death fall upon them, and was not removed. Most of 
the inhabitants left the island ; the few who remained were cautious how 
thoy approached the Castle, and watched until some hold adventurer should 
bring ttat happy awakening which the speech of the sorcerer seemed ia 
some degree to intimate, 

" Never seemed there a fwrer opportunity for that awakening to take 
place than when the proud step of Artavan de Ilautlieu was placed upott 
those enchanted courts. On the left^ la^ the palace and donjon-keep; but 
the right, more attractive, seemed to invite to the apartment of the women. 
At a side door, reclined on a couch, two guards of the haram, with their 
naked swords grasped in their hands, and features fiendishly contorted 
between sleep and dissolution, seemed to menajie death, to any who should 
venture to approach. This threat deterred not Artavan de Hantlieu. lie 
approached the entrance, when the doors, like those of the great entrance 
to the Castlej made themselves instantly accessible to him. A guard-room 
of tho same effeminate soldiers received him, nor could the strictest eiaaii- 
nation have discovered to him whether it was sleep or death which arrested 
the eyes that seemed to look upon and prohibit his advance. Unheeding 
the presence of these ghastly sentinels, Artavan pressed forward into aa 
inner apartment; where female slaves of the most distinguished beauty 
were visible in the attitude of those who had already assumed their dress 
for the night. There was much in this scene which might have arrested so 
young a pilgrim as Artavan of Hautlieu ; but his heart was fised on 
achieving the freedom of the beautiful Princess, nor did he suffer himself 
to be withdrawn from that object hy any inferior consideration. He 
passed on, therefore, to a little ivory door, which, after a moment's 
pause, as if in maidenly hesitation, gave way like the rest, and yielded 
access to the sleeping apartment of the Princess herself. A soft li^ht, 
resembling that of evening, penetrated into a chamber where every thing 
seemed contrived to exalt the luxury of slumber. The heaps of cushions, 
which formed a stately bed, seemed rather to be touched than impressed 
by the form of a nymph of fifteen, the renowned Princess of Zuliohmm." 

" Without interrupting you, good father," said the Countess Brenhilda, 
"it seems to me that we can comprehend the picture of a woman asleep 
without much dilating upon it, and that such a subject is little reoom- 
mended either by our age or by yours." 

" Pardon me, noble lady," answered Agelastes, " the most approved part 
of my story has ever been this passage, and while I now suppress it in 
obedience to your command, bear notice, I pray you, that I aiiorifice the 
most beautiful part of the tale." 

"Brenhilda," added the Count, "I am surprised you think of inter- 
rupting a story which has hitherto proceeded with so much fire ; the telling 
of a few words more or less will surely have a much greater influence upon 
the sense of the narrative, than such an addition can possibly possess over 



" As you will," said his lady, throwing herself carelessly back upon the 
it ; " but meUiinks fJie worthy father protracts this discourse, till it he- 
mes of a nature more trifling than interesting." 

" Brenhilda," said the Count, " this is the first time I have remarked in 
u a woman's weakness." 
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" I may as well say, Couot Robert, that it ia the first time," answered 
Brenhilda, "that you have showD tti me the inconstancy of your ses." 

"Goda and goddesBaa," said the philosopher, "was erer known a quarrel 
more abaurdly founded ! The CounteBS ia jealoua of one whom her husband 
probably never will see, nor is there any prospect that the Prineeaa of Zali- 
chium will be hereafter better known to the modern world, than if the cur- 
tain hung before her tomb," 

" Proceed," said Count Robert of Paris ; " if Sir Artavria of Hautlieu hna 
not aeoomplished the enfranchisement of tlie j'rincess of Zulichiura, I make 
a vow to our Lady of the Broken IrfLncaa," — 

"Remember," said his lady interfering, "that you are already under a 
vow to free the Sepulchre of God ; and to that, methinks, all lighter engage- 
ments might give place," 

" We]], lady — well," said Count Robert, but half satisfied with thia inter- 
ference, "I will not engage myself, you may be assured, on any adventure 
which may claim precedence of the enterprise of the Holy Sepulchre, to 
which we are all bound." 

" Alaa !" said Agelaates, " the distance of Zulichium from the speediest 
route to the sepulchre is so small that" 

" Worthy father," said the CounteaE, " we will, if it pleases you, hear 
your tale to an end, and then determine what we will <lo. We Norman 
ladies, descendants of the old Germans, claim a voice with our lords in the 
council which precedea the battle ; nor has our assiBtanoe in the conflict 
leen deemed altogether useless." 

The tone in which this was spoken conveyed an awkward innuendo to the 
philosopher, who began to foresee that the guidance of the Worman knight 
would be more difficult than he had foreseen, while his consort remained by 
hia aide. He took up, therefore, hia oratory on somewhat a lower key than 
before, and avoided tnose warm descriptions which had given anoh offence 
to the Oounteaa Brenhilda. 

" Sir Artavan de liautlieu, eave the story, conaidered in what way he 
ehould acoost the sleeping damsel, when it occurred to him in what manner 
the charm would be most likely to be reversed. I am in your judgment, 
fair lady, if he judged wrong in reaolving that the method of Ilia addreaa 
should be a kiss upon the hps." The colour of Brenhilda was somewhat 
heightened, but she did not deem the observation worthy of notioo. 

" Never had ao innocent an action," oondnued the phflosopher, " an effect 
more horrible. The delightful light of a summer evening was instantly 
changed into a strange lurid hue, which, infected with sulphur, seemed to 
breathe suffocation through tie apartment. The rich hangings, and splendid 
furniture of the chamber, the very walls themselves, were changed into huge 
stones tosaed together at random, like the inside of a wild beast's den, nor 
waa tho den without an inhabitant. The beautiful and innocent lips to 
which Artavan de Hautlieu had approached his own, were now changed 
into the hideous and binarre form, and bestial aspect of a fiery dragon. A 
moment ahe hovered upon the wing, and it is aaid, had Sir Artavan found 
courage to repeat his aaluta three times, he would then have remained 
maater of all the wealth, ajid of tho disonohanted princess. But tho oppor- 
tunity waa lost, and the dragon, or the creature who seemed such. Bailed 
out at a side window upon its broad pennons, uttering loud wails of disap- 
pointment." 

Here ended the story of Agelaates. " The Princess," he awd, " ia stil! 
suppoaod to abide her doom in the Island of Zulichium, and several knights 
have undertaken the adventure ; but I know not whether it was the fear of 
saluting the sleeping maiden, or that of approaching the dragon into whioh 
she was transformed, but ao it ia, the apell remains unachieved. I know 
the way, and if you say the word, you may be to-morrow on the road to tho 
•ftstle of enchantment." 
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The Countess heard this proposal with the deepest ansiety, for she knew 
that eiie might, by opposition, determine her h b I b!y p f 1 

lowing out the enterprise. She stood thetef wth tmd db fl 
look, strange in a person whose bearing was g Uy d tl d 

prudently left it to the uninfluenced mind fO tRlttfmtb 
resolution whinh should best pleaae him. 

" Brenhilda," he said, taking her hand, "f d h d t 

thy husband as ever they were to knight wh b kl d bra i p h 
side. Thou hast done, perhaps, I may say, f m I 1 1 m ght 
havo looked for from ladies of thy condition ; d th f th m j t II 
expect a casting voice in sueh points of d 1 b t — W! y d t th 
wander by the side of a foreign and unhealthy h te. d f th b k 

of the lovely Seine?— Why dost thou wear ad 1 to thy ? — 

Why dost thou seek death, and think it little mp f h m ? — 

WhJ? bat that the Count of Paris may have b d w thy fhm— D t 
thou think that this affection is thrown away! N by tl ts II y 

knight repays it as ho best ought, and saerifio to th y th ghtwh n 

thy affection may less than entirely approve ! 

Poor Brenhilda, confused as she was by the various emotions with which 
she was agitated, now in vain endeavoured to miuntain the heroic deport- 
ment which her character as an Amazon required from her. She attempted 
to assume the proud and lofty look which was properly her own, but failing 
in the effort, she threw herself into the Count's arms, hung round his neck, 
i^nd wept like a village maiden, whose true love is pressed for the wars. 
Her husband, a little ashamed, while he was much moved by this burst of 
afiection in one to whose character it seemed an unusual attribute, was, at 
the some time, pleased and proud IJiat he could have awakened an affection 
so genuine and so gentle in a soul so high-spirited and bo unbending. 

"Not thus," he said, "my Brenhilda! I would not have it thus, either 
for tiiine own sake or for mine. Do not let this wise old man suppose that 
thy heart is made of the malleable stuff which forms that of other maidens ; 
and apologize to him, as may well become thee, for having prevented my 
uudortaking the adventure of Zulichium, which he recommends." 

It was not easy for Brenhilda to recover herself, after having afforded 
BO notable an instance how nature cau vindicate her rights, with whatever 
rigour she may have been disciplined and tyrannized over. With a look of 
ineffable affection, she disjoined herself from her hnsband, still keeping 
hold of his band, and turning to the old man with a countenance in which 
the half-effaced tears were succeeded by smiles of pleasure and of modesty, 
she spoke to Agelastes as she would to a person whom she respected, and 
towards whom she had some offence to atone. "Pacher," she said, raspect- 
iully, " be not aagry with me that I should have been an obstacle to one of 
the best knights Siat ever spurred steed, undertaking the enterprise of thine 
enehimted Princess; but the truth is, that in our land, where knighthood 
and religion agree in permitting only one lady love, and one lady wife, we 
do not quit* BO willingly see our husbands run into danger — especially of 
that kind where lonely ladies are the parties relieved— and — and kisses are 
the ransom paid. I have as much confidence in my Robert's fidelity, as a 
lady can have in a loving knight, but still" 

"Lovely lady," said Agelastes, who, notwithstanding his highly artificial 
character, could not help being moved by the simple and sincere affection 
of the handsome young pair, "you have done no evil. The state of the 
Princess is no worse than it was, and there cannot be a doubt that the 
kni(;ht fated to relieve her, will appear at the destined period." 

The Countess smiled sadly, and shook her head. " Xou do not know," 
she said, " how powerful is the lud of which I have unhappily deprived this 
unfortunate lady, by a jealousy which I now feel to have oeen alike paltry 
and unworthy; and, such is my regret, that I could find in my heart to 
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retract my opposition to Count Robert's undei'taking this ndventuro." She 
looked at her husband -with some anxiety, as one that had made an offer eho 
would not wiUingly see accepted, and did not reoover her courage until he 
said, decidedly, "Brenhilda, that may not bo." 

"And why, then, may not BrenhiliJa herself take the adventure," con- 
tinued the Countess, " ainoe she can neither fear the charms of the Princess 
nor the terrors of the dragon ?" 

" Lady," said Agelastes, " the Princess must be awakened by the kiss of 
love, and not by that of friendship." 

i" A sufEoient reason," said the Countess, smiling, "why a lady may not 
wish her lord to go forth upon an adventure of which the conditions are so 
regulated." 

" Noble minstrel, or herald, or by whatever name this country calls you," 
said Count Robert, "accept a small remuneraUon for an hour pleasantly 
spent, though spent, unhappily, in vain. I should make some ap 1 gy f 
the raeannesB of my offermg, hut French knights, you may hav a a 
to know, are more full of fame than of wealth?' 

" Not for that, noble sir," replied Agelastes, " would I refuse y u mun 
ficence ; a besant from your worthy hand, or that of your noble-m od d 
lady, were centupled in its value, by the eminence of the persons f m wh m 
it came. I would hang it round my ceek by a string of pearls, and wh n I 
came into the presence of knights and of ladies, I would proclaim that this 
addition to my achievement of armorial distinction, was bestowed by the 
renowned Count Robert of Paris, and his unequalled lady." The Knight 
and the Countess looked on each other, and the lady, taking from her finger 
a ring of pure gold, prayed the old man to accept of it, as a mark of her 
esteem and her husband's. "With one other condition," said the philo- 
sopher, " which I trust you will not find altogether niisatisfiiotory. I have, 
on the way to the city by the most pleasant road, a small kiosk, or he'r^ 
mitaga, where I sometimes receive my friends, who, I venture to say, are 
among the most respectable personages of this empire. Two or three of 
these will probably honour my residence to-day, and partake of the pro- 
vision it affords. Could I add to these the company of tlie noble Count and 
Countess of Paris, I should deem my poor habitation honoured for ever." 

" IIow say you, my noble wife ?" said the Caunt. " The company of a 
minstrel befits the highest birth, honours the highest rank, and adds to the 
greatest achievements; and the invitation does us too much credit to be 
rejected." 

" It grows somewhat late," said the Countess ; " but we came not here to 
shun a sinking sun or a darkening sky, and I feel it my duty, as well as my 
satisfaction, to place at the command of the good father every pleasure 
which it is in my power to offer to him, for having been the means of youi- 
neglecting his advice." 

" The path is so short," said Agelastes, " that we had better keep our 
present mode of travelling, if the lady should not want the assistance of 

" No horses on my account," said the Lady Brenhilda, " My waiting- 
woman, Agatha, has what necessaries I may require ; and, for the rest, no 
knight ever travelled so little embarrassed with baggage as my husband." 

Agelastes, therefore, led the way through the deepening wood, which was 
freshened by the cooler breath of evening, and his guests accompanied him. 
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The Count of Paris and hia lady attended the old man, whose advanced 
age, his esoellence ia the use of the French language, -which he spoke to 
ivdmiration, — ahore all, his skill in applying it to poetical and romantio 
subjects, -which waa essential to what was then termed history and holies 
lettves, — drew from the noble hearers a degree of applause, which, as Ago- 
lastes had seldom been vain enough to consider as his due, so, on the part 
of the Knight of Paris and his lady, had it been but rarely conferred. 

They had walked for some time by a path which sometimes seemed to 
hide itself among the woods that cama down to the shore of the Propontis, 
sometimes emerged from concealment, and skirted the open margin of the 
strait, while, at every turn, it seemed guided by the desire to select a choice 
;ind contrast of beauty. Variety of scenes and manners enlivened, from 
their novelty, the landscape to the ^pilgrims. By the sea-siiore, nymphs 
■were seen dancing, and shepherds piping, or beating the tambourine to their 
steps, as represented in some groups of ancient statuary. The very faces 
had a singular resemblance t« the antique. If old, their long robes, their 
attitudes, and magnificent heads, presented the ideas' which distinguish 
prophets and saints; while, on the other hand, the features of the young 
recalled the expressiye countenances of the heroes of antiquity, and the 
charms of those lovely females by whom their deeds were inspired. 

But the race of the Greeks waa no longer to be seen, even in its native 
couoti-y, unmixed, or in absolute purity ; on the contrary, they saw groups 
of persons with features which argued a different descent. 

In a retiring bosom of the shore, which was traversed by the path, the 
rooks, receding from the beach, rounded off a spacious portion of level sand, 
and, in some degree, enclosed it. A party of heathen Scythians whom they 
beheld, presented the deformed features of the demons they were said to 
■worship — flat noses with expanded nostrils, which seemed to admit tho 
sight to their very brain; faces which extended rather in breadth than, 
length, ■with strange unintelleotual eyes placed in the estremity ; figures 
short and dwarfish, yet garnished with legs and arms of astonishing sinewy 
strength, disproporuoned to their bodies. As the travellers passed, the 
savages held a species of touraament, as the Count termed it. In this they 
exeroised themselves by darting at each other long reeds, or canes, balanced 
for the purpose, ■which, in this rude sport, they threw with such force, as 
not unfroc[uently to strike each other from their steeds, and otherwise to 
cause serious damage. Some of the combatants being, for the time, out of 
the play, devoured ■with greedy looks the beauty of the Countess, and eyed 
her in such a manner, that she said to Count Robert, — "I have never known 
fear, my husband, nor is it for me to acknowledge it now ; but if disgust be 
an ingredient of it, these misformed brutes are qualified to inspire it." 

" What, ho, Sir Knight 1" exclaimed one of the infidels, " you w fe or 
your ladylove, has committed a fault against the privileges of th In p al 
Scythians, and not small will be the penalty she has incurred. Y u n y 
go your way as fast as you will out of this place, which is, for th p n 
our hippodrome, or atmeidan, call it which you will, as yon p he 

Roman or the Saracen language ; but for your wife, if the sacram nt baa 
united you, believe my word, that she parts not so soon or so easy 
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" Scoiinilrel heathen," said tho Christian Knight, " dost thou hold that 
language to a Peer of France ?" 

jVgelastes here interposed, and using the sounding language of a Grecian 
courtier, reminded the Sojthians, ^mercenary soldiers, as they seemed, of 
the empire,) that all violence against the European pilgrims was, bj tha 
Imperial orders, strictly prohibited nnder pain of death. 

"I know hetter," eaid the exulting savage, shalting one or two javelins 
with broad steel heada, and wings of tha eagle's feather, which last were 
dabbled in blood. " Ask the winga of my javelin," he said, " Jn whoso 
heart's blood these feathers have been dyed. They shall reply to yon, that 
if Alexius Comnenus be the friend of the European pilgrims, it is only 
while he looks upon them ; and we are too exemplary soldiers to serve our 
Emperor otherwise than he wishes to be served." 

"Peace, Tosartis," said the philosopher, " thoti heliest thine Emperor." 
" Peace thon \" said Tosartis, " or I will do a deed that misbecomes a 
soldier, and rid the world of a prating old man." 

So saying, he put forth his hand to take hold of the Countess's veil. 
With the readiness which frequent use had given to the warlike lady, she 
withdrew herself from the heathen's grasp, and with her trenchant sword 
dealt him bo sufScient a. blow, that Toxartis lay lifeless on the plain. The 
Count leapt on the fallen leader'a steed, and crying his war-ery, " Son of 
Charlemagne, to the rescue I" he rode amid the rout of heathen cavaliers 
with a battle-axe, which he found at the saddlebow of the deceased chief- 
tain, and wielding it with remorseless dexterity, he soon slew or wounded, 
or compelled to flight, the object-s of hia resenfinent; nor was there any of 
them who abode an instant to support the bonet which they had made. 

"The despicable churls!" said the Countess toAgelnst«s; "it irks me 
that a drop of such coward blood should stmn the hands of a noble knight. 
They call their exercise a, tournament, although in their whole exertions 
every blow is aimed behind the back, and not one has the courage to throw 
his windlest^aw while he perceives that of another pointed against himself." 
" Suoh is their custom," said Agelastes ; " not perhaps so much from 
cowardice as from habit, in exercising before his Imperial Majesty. I have 
seen that Toxartis literally turn his back upon the mark when he bent his 
bow in full career, and when in the act of galloping the farthest from bis 
object, he pierced it through the very oentro with a broad arrow." 

" A force of such soldiers," said Count Robert, who had now rejoined 
his friends, "could not^ methinka, he very formidable, where there was but 
an ounce of genuine courage in the assailants." 

"Mean time, let us pass on to my kiosk," siud Agelastea, "lest tho 
fugitives find friends to encourage them in thoughts of revenge." 

■'Such friends," said Count Robert, "methinks the insolent heathens 
ought not to find in any land which calls itself Christian ; and if I survive 
the conquest of the Iloly Sepulchre, I shall make it my first business to 
enquire by what right your Emperor retains in his service a band of Paynini 
and nnmanneriy cutrthroata, who dare offer injury upon the highway, 
which ought to be sacred to the peace of God and the king, and to noble 
ladies and inoffensive pilgrims. It is one of a list of many ouestiona 
which, my vow accomplished, I will not fail to yut to him ; ay, ana expect- 
ing an answer, as thoy say, prompt and calegorioal." 

"You shall gain no answer from mo though," said Agelastea to himself. 
"Your demand, Sir Knight, are over-peremptory, and imposed under too 
lirid oonditjons, to be replied to by those who can evade them." 

He changed tJie conversation, accordingly, with easy dexterity; and they 
bad not proceeded much farther, before they reached a spot, the natural 
beauties of which called forth the admiration of his foreign companions. 
A copious brook, gushing out of the woodland, descended to the sea with 
no small noise and tumult ; and, as if disdaining a quieter course, which it 
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might haye gained ty a little circuit to the right, it took the readiest road 
to the ocean, plunging over the fiioe of a lofty iind harren precipice which 
overhung the sea-ahoro, and from thence led its little tribute, with as much 
noise aa if it had the stream of a full rirer to boast of, to the waters of the 
lie) leap ont. 

Tiie rock, we have said, was bare, unless in so far aa it was clothed with 
the foaming waters of the cataract ; but the banks on each side were covered 
with plane-trees, waltiutrtrees, cypresses, and other kinds of large timber 
proper to the East. The fail of watei", always agreeable in a warm climate, 
and generally produced by ftrtifioial means, was liere natural, and had been 
chosen, something like the Sibyl's temple at Tivoli, for the seat of a god- 
dess to whom the inventioo of Polytiieism had assigned a sovereignty over 
the department around. The ahrine was smaU and circular, like many of 
the lesser temples of the rustio deities, and enclosed by the wall of an outer 
court. After its desecration, it had probably been converted into a luxurious 
summer retreat by Agelastes, or some Epicurean philosopher. As the 
building, itself of a light, airy, and fantastic character, was dimly seen 
through the branches and foliage on the edge of the rock, so the mode by 
which it was accessible was not at first apparent amongst the mist of tia 
cascade. A pathway, a good deal hidden by vegetation, ascended by a 
gentle aoolivity, and prolonged by the architect by means of a few broad 
and easy marble steps, making part of the original approach, conducted 
the passenger to a smaji, but exquisitely lovely velvet lawn, in front of the 
turret or temple wo have described, the back part of which building over- 
hung the cataract. 



Ctrnfttt fjiii Cmilftji. 



At a signal made by Agelastes, the door of th s romantic retreat was 
opened by Diogenes, the negro slave, to whom oar read s ha e been already 
jntrnduced ; nor did it escape the wily old man that the Count and his lady 
teatified some wonder at his form and lineaments, being the first African 
perhaps whom they had ever seen so closelv. The philosopher lost not the 
opportunity of making an impression on their minds, by a display of the 
superiority of his knowledge. 

" This poor being," ho observed, " ia of the race of Ham, the ondutiful 
son of Noah ; for his transgressions against his parent, he was banished to 
the sands of Africa, and was condemned to be the father of a race doomed 
to be the slaves of the issue of his more dutiful brethren." 

The knight and hie lady gaaed on the wonderful appearance before them, 
and did not, it may be lielieved, think of doubting lie information which 
was 60 much of a piece witli their prejudicas, while their opinion of their 
host was greatly augmented by the supposed esfent of his knowledge. 

" It gives pleasure to a man of humanity," continued Agelastes, " when, 
in old age, or sickness, we must employ the services of oUiers, which is at 
other times scarce lawful, to choose his assistants out of a race of beings. 
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hewers of wood and drawers of water — from theit birth upwards dest^Tied (fl 
slaTotv; and to whom, therefore, by em ploying thom aa Blavea.we -ender 
no injury, but carry into effect, in a slight degree, tlie intentions of the 
Great Being who made ub all." 

" Are there many of a race," aaid the Oountflaa, " so singuiarly unhappy 
in their destination ! I have hitherto thought the stories of black men as 
idle as those whioh minstrels tell of fairies and chosfs." _ 

"Do not believe so," stud the philosopher; "taeraoe is numerous as the 
Bftnds of the sea, neither are they altogether unhappy in discharging the 
duties whioh their fate has allotted them. Those who are of worse character 
suffer even ia this life the penance due to their guilt ; they become the slavea 
of the cruel and tyrannical, are beaten, starved, and mutilated. To those 
whoso moral characters are better, better masters are provided, who share 
wili their slaves, as with their children, food and raiment, and the other 
good things whioh they themselves enjoy. To some, Heaven allots the 
favour fkng d f nq rs and to a few, hut those the chief favourites 
of the p hthlnagda plaoe in the mansions of philosophy, 

where, hy 1 g th m 1 f the lights which their masters can afford, 
tliey ga n a p p t nt that w rid which is the residence of true hap- ■ 
pin ess. 

" Meth nk I und t d y epiied the Countess, " and if so, I ought 

rather t n j all i nd here than to pity him, for having been 

allotted in the partition of his kind to the possession of his present master, 
from whom, doubtless, he has acquired the desirable knowledge whioh you 
mention." 

"He learns, at least," s^d Agelastes, modestly, "what I can teaoli, and, 
above tJl, to be contented with liis situation. — Diogonca, my good child," 
said he, changing his address to the slave, " thou seest I have company — 
What does the poor hermit's larder afford, with which he may regale hia 
honoured guests V 

Hitherto they had advanced no farther than a sort of outer room, or hall 
of entrance, fitted up with no more expense than might have suited one who 
desired at some outlay, and more taste, to avail himself of the ancient 
building for a sequestered and private retirement. The chairs and couches 
were covered with Eastern wove mata, and were of the simplest and most 
primitive form, But on touching a spring, an interior apartment was dis- 
played, which had considerable pretension to splendour and magnificence. 

The furniture and hangings of this apartment were of straw-coloured silk, 
■wrought on the looms of Persia, and crossed witli embroidery, which pro- 
duced a rich, yet simple effect. The ceiling was carved in Arabesque, and 
the four corners of the apartment were formed into reeeaaes for statuary, 
which had been produced in a better age of the art than that which existed 
at the period of our story. In one nook, a shepherd seemed to withdraw 
himself, as if ashamed to produce his scantily-covered person, while he was 
willing to afford the audience the music of the reed wnioh he hold in his 
hand. Three damsels, resembling the Graces in the beautiful proportions 
of their limbs, and the slender clothing which they wore, lurked in different 
attitudes, each in her own niche, and seemed but to await the first sound 
of the music, to bound forth from thence and join in the frolic dance. The 
subject was beauUful, yet somewhat light, to ornament (he study of such a 
sage as Agelastes represented himself to be. 

He seemed to be sensible that this might aiiraofc observation. — "These 
figures," he said, "executed at the period of the highest excellenoe of 
Grecian art, were oonaidered of old as the choral nymjthV^ assembled to 
adore the goddess of the place, waiting but the music to join in the worship 
of the temple. And, in truth, the wisest may be interested in seeing how 
near to animation the genius of these wonderful men could bring tho 
inflexible marble. Allow but for the absence of the divine afflatus, or breath 



.eubyCoO^IC 



COUNT ROBEET OF PARIS. 109 

of aniaiation, and an uDanlightened heathen might suppose the miracle of 
PrometheuB was about to be realized. But we," said ha, looting upwards, 
" are taught to form a belter judgment between what man can do and the 
productions of the Deity." 

Some subjects of natural history were painted on the walls, and the phi- 
losopher fised the attention of his guests upon the half-reaaoning elephant, 
of which he mectioned several anecdotes, which they listened to with great 

A distant strain was here heard, as if of music in the woods, penetrating 
by fits through the hoarse roar of Iho cascade, which, as it sunk imme- 
diately below the windows, filled the apartment with its deep voice. 

"Apparently," said Agelastes, "the friends whom I e:tpected are ap- 

froaching, and bring with them the means of eoohanting another sense, 
t is well they do so, since wisdom tells us that we heat honour the Deity 
by enjoying the gifts he has provided us." 

These words called the attention of the philosopher's TTrankish guests to 
the preparations eshibited in this tasteful saloon. These were made for an 
enter lain m en t in the manner of the ancient Romans, and couches, which 
were laid beside a table ready decked, announced that the male guesfa, at 
least, were to assist at the banquet in the usual recumbent postare of the 
ancients ; while seats, placed among the couches, seemed to say that females 
were expected, who would observe the Grecian customs, in eating seated. 
Tho preparations for good oheer were sueh as, though limited in extent, 
could scarce- be esceDed in quality, either by the splendid dishes whioh 
decked Trimalohio's banquet of former days, or the lighter delicacies of 
Grecian cookery,'or the succulent and highly-spiced messes indulged in by 
the nations of the Bast, to whichever they happened to give the preference ; 
and it was with an air of some vanity tnat Agelastes asked his guests to 
share a poor pilgrim's meal. 

"We care little for dainties," said the Count; "nor does our present 
course of life as pilgrims, bound by a vow, allow us mnoh choice on such 
subjects. Whatever is food for soldiers, suffices the Countess and myself 5 
for, with our will, we would at every hour be ready for battle, and the less 
time we use in preparing for the field, it is even so much the better. Sit 
then, Brenhilda, since the good man will have it so, and let us lose no time 
in refreshment, lest we waste that which should be otherwise employed." 

"A moment's forgiveness," said Agelastes, "until the arrivalof my other 
friends, whose music jou may now hear is close at hand, and who will not 
long, I may safely promise, divide you from your meal." 

"For that," said tho Count, "there is no haste; and since yon seem to 
account it a part of civil manners, Brenhilda and I can with ease postpone 
our repast, unlesa you will permit us, what I owa would be more pleasing, 
to take o morsel of bread and a cup of water presently; and, thus refreshed, 
to leave the space clear for your more curious and more familiar guests." 

" The saints above forbid !" said Agelastes ; " guests so honoured never 
before pressed these cushions, nor could do so, if the sacred family of the 
imperial Alexius himeelf even now stood at the gate." 

lie had hardly uttered these words, when the full-blown peal of a trumpet, 
louder in a tenfold degree than the strains of music they had before heard, 
was now sounded in the front of the temple, piercing through the murmur 
of the waterfall, as a Damascus blade pene^ates the armour, and assailing 
tho ears of the liearers, as the sword pierces the flesh of him who wears the 
harness. 

" You seem surprised or alarmed, father," said Count Eobert. " Is there 
danger near, and do you distrust our protection ?" 

"No," said AgelaBteB,."tiiat would give me confidence in any extremity; 
but these sounds excite awe, not fear. They tell me that some of the Impa- 
liai family are ahout to he my guests. Yet fear nothing, my uohle frjenda 
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— they, whose look is life, are ready to shower their favourB with profuaion 
upon strangers so worthy of honour as they will see here. Meantime, zay 
brow must touch my threshold, in order duly to welcome them." So saying, 
he harried to the outer door of the building. 

"Each land has its customs," said the Count, as he followed his host, 
with his wife hanging oo his arm ; " but, Brenhilda, as they are bo various, 
it is little wonder that they appear unseemly to each other. Here, however, 
in deference to my entertainer, I stoop my crest, in the manner which 
seems to be required." So saying, he followed Agelastea into the anteroom, 
where a new Boene awaited them. 
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The fair form of the Countess Brenhilda, a dth f ttiat pp f 

her half mnacuHne garb, attracted the atto to f th 1 1 f Al 
family, but was too extraordinary to command their admiration. Agelastes 
became sensible there was a necessity that he should introduce his guests 
to each other, if he desired they should meet on satisfactory terms. " May 
I apeak," he said, " and live ? The armed strangers whom you find now 
■with me are worthy companions of those myriads, whom aeal for the suf- 
fering inhabitants of Palestine has brought from the western extremity of 
Europe, at once to enjoy the countenance of Alexius Comnenua, and to aid 
him, since it pleases hira to accept their assistance, in expelling the Pay- 
nims from the bounds of the sacred empire, and garrison those regions in. 
their stead, ae vassals of hia Imperial Majesty.-" 

" We are pleased," said the Empress, " worthy Agelastes, that yeu should 
be kind to those who are disposed to be so reverent to the Emperor, And 
we are rather disposed to talk with them ourselves, that our daughter (whom 
Apollo hath gifted with the choice talent of recording what she sees) way 
become acquainted with one of those female warriors of the West, of whom 
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we base heard bo much by common feme, and yet know so little with cer- 

" Madam," said the Count, " I can but rudely express to you what I have 
to find fault with in the esplanation whioh this old man hath giyen of our 

tiurpose in coming hither. Certain it is, we neither owe Alexius fealty, nor 
md we the purpose of paying him any, when we took the vow upon our- 
Eelves whioh brought ua against Aeift. Wo eame, hecause we understood 
that the Holy Land had been torn from the Gi'eek Emperor by the Pagans, 
Saracens, Turks, and other infidels, from whom we are come to win it back. 
The wisest and most prudent among us hare judged it necessary to acknow- 
ledge the Emperor's authority, sinoe there was no suoh safe way of passing 
to the discliarge of our tow, as that of acknowledging fealty to him, as the 
best mode of preventing quarrels among Christian States. We, though in- 
dopendent of any earthly ting, do not pretend to be greater men than they, 
and therefore have condescended to pay the same homage." 

The Empress coloured several times with indignation in the course of thia 
speeoh, whioh, in more pasaagca than one, was at variance with those impe- 
rial maxims of the Grecian court, which held ite dignity so high, and plainly 
intimated a tone of opinion whioh was depreciating to the Emperor's power. 
But the Empress Irene had received instruotiuns from her imperial spouse 
to beware how she gave, or even took, any ground of quarrel with the cru- 
saders, who, though coming in the appearance of subjeots, were, neverthe- 
less, too punctiiioue and ready to take fire, to render them safe discussers 
of delicate differences. She made a graoeful reverence accordingly, as if 
she had scarce understood what the Count of Paris had explained so bluntly. 

At this moment the appearance of the principal persons on either hand 
attracted, in a wonderful degree, the attention of the other party, and there 
seemed to exist among them a general desire of further acquaintance, and, 
at the same time, a manifest difficulty in expressing such ft wish. 

Agelastea — to begin with the master of the house — bad risen from the 
ground indeed, but without venturing to assume an upright posture; he 
remained before the Imperial ladies with his body and nead still bent, bis 
hand interposed between hia eyea and their faces, like a man that would 
shade bis eyesight from the level sun, and awaited in silence the commands 
of those to whom he seemed to think it disrespectful to propose the slightest 
action, save by testifying in general, that hisliouae and hia slaves were at 
their unlimited command. The Countess of Patia, on the other hand, and 
her warlike husband, were the peculiar objects of curiosity to Irene, arid 
her aocomplished daughter, Anna Comnena; and it occurred to both these 
Imperial ladies, that they had never seen finer specimens of human strength 
and beauty ; but by a natural instinct, they preferred the manly bearing of 
the husband to that of the wife, whioh seemed to her own sex rather too 
haughty and too masculine to be altogether pleasing. 

Count Robert and his lady had a£o their own object of attention in the 
newly arrived group, and, to speak truth, it wae nothing else than the pecu- 
liarities of the monstrous animal whioh they now saw, for the first time, 
emplojed as a beast of burden in the service of the fiiir Irene and her 
daughter. The dignity and splendour of the elder Princess, tiie grace and 
vivacity of the younger, were alike lost in Brenhilda's earnest inquiries into 
the history of flie elephant, and the use which it made of its trunlc, tuska, 
and huge ears, upon different occasions. 

Another person, who took a less direct opportunity to gaze on Brenbilda 
with a deep degree of interest, was the Caesar, Nicephorus. This Prinee 
kept his eye as steadily upon the Frankish Countess as he could well do, 
without attraoting the attention, and exciting perhaps the suspieiona, of hia 
wife and mother-in-law; he therefore endeavoured to restore speech to an 
interview which would have been awkward without it. " It is possible," 
he said, " beautiful Countess, that this being your flrat visit to the Queen of 
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the Tvovld, jou have uevoc hitherto scon the singularly carious animal called 
the elephant." 

" Pardon me," said the Countess, " I haye been treated by this learned 
gentleman to a sight, and some account of that wooderfnl creature." 

By all who heiSd fiiB observaljon, the Lady Brenhilda was supposed to 
have made a satirical thrusli at the philosopher himself, who, in the imperial 
court, usually went by the nams of the elephant. 

"No one could describe the beast more accurately than Agelastas," said 
the PrinoeBB, with a smile of intelligence, which went round her attendant. 

"He knows its docility, its BenaihilitJ, and its fidelity," said the philo- 
sopher, in a eubduad tone. 

" True, good Agelastes," said the Princess ; " we should not criticise the 
animal which kneels to toke us up, — Come, lady of a foreign land," she 
continued, turning to the Frank Count, and eepecmlly his Countess^" and 
you her gallant lord I When you return to youc native coontrj, you shall 
say you have seen the imperial family partake of their food, and in bo far 
acknowledge themselves to be of the same clay with other mortals, sharing 
their poorest wants, and relieving them in the same manner." 

"That, gentle lady, I can well believe," said Count Eobert; " my coi-ioaity 
would be more indulged by seeing this strange animal at his food." 

"You will see the elephant more conveniently at hia mess within doors," 
answered the Princess, looking at Agelastes. 

" Lady," said Brenhilda, " I would not willingly refuse an invitation given 
in nourtesy, bat the sun has waxed low unnoticed, and we must return to 
the city." 

" Be not afraid," B^d the fair historian ; " you shall have the advantage 
of our Imperial escort to protect jou in your return." 

"Fear? — afraid! — escort? — protect? — These are words I know not. 
Know, lady, that my husband, the noble Count of Paris, is my sufficient 
escort; and even were he not with me, Brenhilda de Aspramonte fears 
nothing, and can defend herself." 

" Fair daughter," said Agelastes, " if I may he permitted to speak, you 
mistake the gracious intentions of the Princess, who expresses herself as to 
a lady of her own land. What she desires is to learn from you some of the 
most marked habitis and mannera of the Franks, of which you are so beau- 
tiful an example; and in return for such informadon the illustrious Princess 
would be glad to procaine your entrance to those spacious collections, where 
animals from all corners of the habitable world hare been assembled at the 
command of our Emperor Alexius, as if to Eatisfj the wisdom of those 
sages to whom all creation is known, from the deer so small in size that it 
is exceeded by an ordinary rat, to that huge and singolar inhabitant of 
Africa that can hrowse on the tops of trees that are forty feet high, while 
the length of its hind-legs does not exceed the half of that wondrous height." 

" It is enough," said the Countess, with soma eagerness ; but Agelastea 
had got a point of discussion after hia own mind. 

"There is also," he said, "that huge Iward, which, resembling in shape 
the harmless inhabitant of the moors of other countries, is in Egypt a mon- 
ster thirty feet in length, clothed in impenetrable scales, and moaning over 
his prey whan he catches if, with the hope and purpose of drawing others 
within his danger, by mimicking the lamentations of humanity." 

" Say no more, father !" eiclaimed the lady. " My Robert, we will go — 
will we not, where such olyects are to be seen J" 

" There is also," said Agelastes, who saw that be would gain his point 
by addressing himself to the curiosity of the strangers, "the huge anima!, 
wearing on tte back an invulnerable vestment, having on its nose a horn, 
and sometimes two, the folds of whose hide are of the most immense thick- 
nefia, and which never knight was able to wound." 

^ We will go, Eobei-t— will wo not?" reiterated the Countess. 
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" Ay," replied the Count, " and teach these Eaetema how to Judge of ft 
knight's Bwoi'd, by a single blow of my trusty Trftnchefer." 

" And whoinows," said Brenhilda, "sinea this is a land of enchantment^ 
hat what some peison, who is laDguishing in a foreign Bhape, may have 
their enchantment nn expected ly disBolved by a stroke of the good weapon?" 

" Say no more, father I" exclaimed the Count. " We will attend this 
Princess, since such she is, were her whole escort bent to oppose our pas- 
sage, instead of being by her command to be our guard. For know, all 
who hear me, thus much of the nature of the Franks, that when you tell 
us of danger and difficulties, you give us the same desire to travel the road 
where they lie, as other men hare in seeking either pleasure or profit ia 
the paths in which such are to he found." 

Aa the Count pronounced these words, he struck his hand upon his Tran- 
chefor, as an illustfation of the manner in which he purposed upon occa- 
sion to make good his way. The courtly circle startled somewhat at the 
clash of steel, and the fiery look of the chivalrous Count Kobect. The 
Empress indulged her alarm by retreating into the inner apartment of the 
pavilion. 

With a grace, which was rarely deigned to any but those in close alliance 
witli the Imperial family, Anna Comnena took tlie arm of the noble Count. 
" I see," site said, " that the Imperial Mother has honoured the house of 
the ieanied Agelastes, by leading the way ; therefore, to teach you Grecian 
breeding must fall to my share?' Saying this she conducted him to the 
inner apartment. 

" Fear not for your wife," she said, as she noticed the Prank look round ; 
" our husband, like ourselves, has pleasure in showing attention to the 
stranger, and will lead the Countess to our board. ' It is not the custom of 
the Imperial family to eat in company with atrangbrs ; but we thank Heaven 
for having instructed us in that civility, which ean know no degradation in 
dispensing with ordinary rules to do honour to slrangerB of such merit as 
yours. I know it will he my mother's request, that you will take your 
places without ceremony; and also, althougn the grace be somewhat par- 
ticular, I am sure that it will have my Imperial faUier's approbation. 

" Be it as your ladyship lists," eeii Count Robert. " There are few men 
to whom I would yield place at the board, if they had not gone before 
me in the battle-field. To a lady, especially so fair a one, I willingly 
yield my place, and bend my knee, whenever I have the good hap to meet 

The Princess Anna, instead of feeling herself awkward in the discharge 
of the eitraordinary, and, as she might have thought it, degrading of&ce of 
ushering a barbarian chief to the banquet, felt, on the contrary, flattered, 
at having bent to her purpose a heart so obstinate as that of Count Robert, 
and elated, perhaps, vrith a certain degree of satisfied pride while under 
his momentary prottotion. 

The Empress Irene had already soaied herself at the head of the table. 
She boked with some astonishment, when her daughter and son-in-law, 
taking their seats at her right and left hand, invited the Count and Countess 
of Paris, the former to recline, the latter to sit at the board, in the places 
next to themselves ; but she had received the strictest orders from her hus- 
band to he deferential in every respect to the strangers, and did not think 
it right, therefore, to interpose any ceremonious scruples. 

The Countess tuok her seat, as indicated, beside the Caesar; and the Count, 
instead of reclining in the mode of the Grecian men, also seated himself in 
the European fashion by the Princess. 

"I will not lie prostrate," said he, laughing, "except in consideration of 
a blow weighty enough to compel me to do so ; nor then either, if I am able 
to start up and return it." 

Tho Bcrvioe of the table then began, and, to say trutli, it appeared to be 

Vol. Xir. — 8 k2 
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an imporbant part of the business of the day. The officers who nitended to 
perforin their Betersil duties of deckers of the tahle, aewers of the banquet, 
removers and tasters to the Imperial family, thronged into the banqueting 
room, and seemed to vie with each other in oaiFing upon Agelastes for 
apices, condimenta, sauces, and winea of various kinds, the variety and 
multiplicity of their demandu being apparently devised ex preponto, for 
stirring the patience of the philosopher. Bat Agelastes, who had antici- 
pated most of their requests, however unusual, supplied them completely, 
or in the greatest part, by the ready agenoy of his Eiotive slave Diogenes, to 
whom, at the same time, he contrived to transfer all blame for the absenue 
of such articles aa he was unable to provide. 

" Be Homer my witness, the accomplished Virgil, and the curious felicity 
of Horace, tiiat, trifling and unworthy as this banquet was, my note of 
directions to this thrice unhappy slave gave the instructions to proouro 
every ingredient necessary to convey to each dish its proper gusto. — Ill- 
omened carrion that thou art, wherefore placedst thou the packted cucumber 
so far apart from the boar's head ? and why are these superb congers un- 
provided with a requisite quantity of fennel? I'he divorce betwixt the 
shell-fish and the Ohian wine, in a presence like this, is worthy of the divorce 
of thine own soul from thy bod^ ; or, to say the least, of a lifelong resi- 
dence ia the Pistrinum." While thus the philosopher prooeeded with 
threats, curses, and Cienaoes afniinst his slave, the stranger might have an 
opportunity of comparing the little torrent of his domestic eloquence, which 
tiie manners of the times did not consider aa ill-bred, with the louder and 
deeper share of adulatioD towards his guests. They mingled like the oil 
wilti the vinegar and pickles which Diogenes mixed for the sauce. Thus 
the Count and Countess had an opportanlty to estimate the happiness and 
the felicity reserved for those slaves, whom the Omnipotent Jupiter, in the 
plenitude of compassion for Uieir state, and in guerdon of their good 
morals, had dedicated to the service of a philosopher. The share they them- 
selves took in the banqnet, was finished with a, degree of speed which gave 
surprise not only to their host, hut also to the Imperial guests. 

The Count helped himself carelessly out of a dish which stood near him, 
and partaking or a draught of wine, without enquiring whether it was of 
the vintage which the Greeks held it matter of conscience to mingle with 
that species of food, he declared himself satisfied; nor could the obliging 
entreaties of his neighbour, Anna Comnena, induce him to partake of other 
messes represented as being either delicacies or curiosities. His spouse ate 
still more moderately of the food which seemed most simply cooked, and 
stood nearest her at the board, and partook of a cup of crystal water, which 
she slightly tinged with wine, at the persevering entreaty of (he Cfesar. 
Xhoy then relinquished the fai'ther business of the banquet, and leaning 
back upon their seats, occupied themselves in watching the liberal credit 
done to tiie feast by the rest of the guests present. 

A modern synod of gourmands would hardly have equalled the Imperial 
family of Greece seated at a philosophical banquet, whether in the critical 
knowledge displayed of the science of eating in all its branches, or in the 

S radical cost and patience with which they exercised it. The ladies, indeed, 
id not eat much of any one dish, but they tasted of almost all that were 
Sesented to them, and their name was Legion. Yet, after a short tiaie, in 
omeric phrase, the rage of thirst and hunger was assuaged, or, more pro- 
bably, the Princess Anna Comnena was tired of being an object of some 
inattention to tJie guest who sat next her, and who, joining his high mili- 
tary character to his very handsome presence, was a person by whom few 
ladies would willingly be neglected. There is no new guise, says our father 
Chaucer, but what resembles an old one ; and the address of Anna Comnena 
to the Prankish Count might resemble that of a modern lady of fashion, in 
lier attempts to engage in oonversalion the ex^tisile, who sits by her side ia 
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an apparently absent fit. "Wb have pipod nnto jou," said tlia Pcinoesa, 
" and you have not danoed 1 Wo haye aung to yuu the jovial oliorua of 
.Suoe, eBoe, and. you will neither ■worship Comaa nor Baochua ! Are wa then 
to judge you a follower of the Muaea, in whose service, as well as in that 
of Phcebus, we onraelves protend to be enlisted ?" 

" Fair lady," replied the Frank, " be not offended at my stilting once for 
all, in pl^n terms, that I am a Chrieljan man, spitting at, sna bidding 
defiance to Apollo, Bacchus, Comus, and all other heathen deities whatso- 

" ! cruel interpretation of mj unwary worda !" asud the Princess ; " I 
did but mention the gods of music, poetry, and eloquence, worshipped by 
our divine philosophers, and whose names are still used t« distinguish the 
arta and sciences ovev which thej presided — and the Count interprets it 
seriously into a brea^;h of the second commandment ! Our Lady prosorva 
mo, we muat take care how we speak, when our words are so sharply inter- 
preted." 

The Count laughed as the Princess spoke. " I had no offensive meaning, 
madam," he s^d, "nor would I wish to interpret your words otherwise 
than as being most innocent and praiseworthy. I shall suppose that your 
speech conbuned all that was fair and blameless. You are, I have under- 
stood, one of those who, lite our worthy host, express in composition the 
history and feats of the warlike time in which you live, and give to the 
posterity which shall succeed us, the knowledge of the brave deeds which 
have been achieved ia our day. I respect the task to which you have dedi- 
cated yourself, and know not how a lady could lay after ages under an obli- 
gation to her in the same degree, unless, like my wife, Brenhilda, she were 
herself to be the actress of deeds which she recorded. And, by the way, 
she now looks towards her neighbour at the table, as if she were about to 
rise and leave him ; her incliDations are towards Constantinople, and, with 
your ladyship's permission, I cannot allow her to go thither aione." 

"That you shall neither of you do," said Anna lOomnena; "since we all 
go to the capital directly, and for the purpose of seeing those wonders of 
nature, of which numerous esampJea have been collected by the splendour 
of my Imperial father. — If my husband seems to have given offence to the 
Countess, do not suppose that it was intentionally dealt to her ; on the con- 
trary, you will find the good man, when you are better aequainted with him, 
to be one of those simple persons who manage so unhappily what they mean 
for civiltiea, that those fo whom they are addressed receive them frequently 
in another sense." 

The Countess of Paris, however, refused ag^n to sit down to the table 
from which she had risen, so that Agelastes and his Imperial gnesfa saw 
themselves under the necessity either to permit the strangers to depart, 
which they seemed unwilling to do, or to detain them by force, to attempj 
which might not perhaps have been either safe or pleasant ; or, lastly, to 
have waived the etiquette of rank and set out along with them, at the same 
time managing their dignity, so as to take the initiatory step, though the 
departure took place upon the mction of their wilful guests. Much tumult 
there was — bustling, disputing, and shouting — among the troops and officers 
who were thus moved from their repast, two hours at least sooner than had 
been eiperienced upon similar occasions in the memory of the oldest among 
them. A different arrangement of the Imperial party likewise seemed to 
take place by mutual consent. 

Nicephorus Briennius Moendad the seat upon the elephant, and remained 
there placed beside his august raother-in-law. Agelastes, on a sober-minded 
palfrey, which permitted him to prolonghia philoaophieal haraneoes at his 
own pleasure, rode beside the Countess Brenhilda, whom he made the prin- 
cipal object of his oratory. The fair historian, though she usually travelled 
in a litter, preferred upon this occasion a spirited horse, which enabled her 
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to keep paoe with Count Robert of Paris, on whose inmgination, if not his 

- '■ ' J .- 1 — ^ j(. j^ yig^ (q iTork a marked impression. Tha 

. s witli her Bon-in-law requires no special detail. 
la upon tho manners and behaviour of the Franks, 
and a hearty wiah that they might bo soon transported from the Tealma o£ 
Greece, never more to return. Such was at least the tone of the Empress, 
nor did the Ciesar find it convenient to express any more tolerant opinion 
of the strangers. On the other hand, Agelaates made a long circuit ere he 
ventared to approach the subjent which he wished to introduce. He spoke 
of the menagerie of tlie Emperor as a most superb coilectioQ of natural 
history ; he estalled difierent persona at court for having encouraged Alei- 
ius Comnenua in this ^rise and philosophical amusement. But, finally, the 
praise of all others was abandoned that the philosopher mi^ht dwell upon 
that of Nicephonts Briennius, to whom the cabinet or collection of Constan- 
tinople was indebted, he said, for the principal treasures it contained. 

" I am glad it is so," said the haughty Countess, without lowering her 
Toiee or aSecfJng any change of manner ; " I am glad that he understands 
some things better worth understanding than whispering with stranger 
young women. Credit me, if he gives much license to his tongue among 
such women of my country as these stirring times may bring hither, 
some one or other of them will fling him into the cataract which dashes 
below." 

"Pardon me, fair lady," said Agelastes; " no female heart oould meditate 
an action so atrocious against so fine a form as that of the Csesar Nioephoms 
Briennius." 

" Put it not on that issue, father," said the oiFended Countesa ; " for, by 
my patroness Siunt, our Lady of tho Broken Lances, had it not been for 
regard to these two ladies, who seemed to intend some respect to my hus- 
band and myself, that same Nicephorus should have been aa perfectly a 
Lord of tho Broken Bones as any C^sar who has borne the title since the 
great Julius !" 

The philosopher, upon this esplioit information, began to entertain some 
personal fear for himself, and hastened, by diverting tlfe conversation, 
which he did with great dexterity, to the story of Hero and Loander, to put 
the affront received out of the head of this unscrupulous Amazon. 

Meantime, Count Bobert of Paris was engrossed, as it may be termed, 
by the fair Anna Oomnena. She spoke on all subjects, on some better, 
doubtless, othera worse, but on none did she suspect herself of any defi- 
ciency; while the good Count wished heartily within himself that his com- 
panion had been safely in bed with tha enchanted Princess of Zuliohium. 
She performed, right or wrong, the part of a panegyrist of tho Normans, 
until at length the Count, tired of hearing her prate of she knew not exactly 
what, broke in as follows: — 

" Lady," he said, " notwithstanding I and my followers are sometime^ so 
named, yet we are not Normans, who come hither as a numerous and separ 
rate body of pilgrims, under the command of their Duke Robert, a vjiliant, 
though extravagant, thoughtless, and weak man, I say nothing against the 
fame of these Normans. They conquered, in our fathers' days, a kingdom 
far stronger than their own, which men call England; I see that you enter- 
tain some of the natives of which country in your pay, under the name of 
Varangians. Although defeated, as I said, by the Normans, they are, 
nevertheless, a brave race; nor would we think ourselves much dishonoured 
by mixing in battle with them. Still we are the valiant Tranks, who had 
tlieir dwelling on the eastern hanks of tbe Rhine and of the Saale, who 
were converted to the Christian faith by the celebrated Clovis, and are suffi- 
cient, by our numbers and courage, to re-conquer the Holy Land, should 
all Europe besides stand neutral in the contest." 

There are few things more painful to tho vanity of a person like the Prin 
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cess, than the being doteoted in an egvegious error, at the moment she ia 
taking credit to herself for being peculiarly aeoarataly informed. 

" A felsa slave, who know not what he was saying, I suppoBO," said the 
Priaoeaa, "imposed iipon me the belief that the Varangiana were the 
natural enemies of the Normans. I see him marching there by the side of 
Achillea Tatina, the leader of his corps, — Call him hither, jott officers 1 — 
Yonder tail man, I mean, with the battle-ase upon his shoulder." 

Ilereward, distinguished by his post at the head of the sqaadreu, was 
summoned from thence to the presence of the Princess, where he made his 
military obeisance with a csist of sternness in his Mpact, as his glance 
lighted upon the proud look of the Frenchman who rode beside Anna 
Comnena. 

"Did I not understand thee, fellow," said Anna Comnena, "to have 
informed me, nearly a month ago, that the Normans and the Franks were 
the same people, and enemies to the race from which you spring?" 

" The Normans are our mortal enemies, Lady,'' answered Hereward, " by 
whom we were driven from our native land. The Franks are subjects of 
the same Lord-Paramount with the Normans, and therefore they neither 
love the Tarangians, nor are beloved by them." 

" Good fellow," said the French Count, " you do the Franks wrong, and 
ascribe to the Varangians, although not unnaturally, an undue degree of 
importance, when you suppose that ft race which has ceased to exist as an 
independent nation for more than a generation, can be either an object of 
interest or resentment to such as we are." 

"I am no stranger," smd the Varangian, "to the pride of your heart, or 
the precedence which you assume ovei" those who fiave been less fortanato 
in war than yourselves. It is God who oasteth down and who buildeth up, 
nor is there in the world a prospect to which the Varangiana would loA 
forward with more pleasure than that a hundred of their number should 
niset in a ftur field, either with the oppressive Normans, or their modem 
compatriots, the vain Frenchmen, and let God be the judge which is most 
worthy of victory." 

" You take an insolent advantage of the chance," said the Count of Paris, 
"which gives you an unlooked-for opportunity to brave a nobleman," 

" It is my sorrow and shame," said the Varangian, " that that opportunity 
is not complete ; and that there is a chain around roe which forbids me to 
say, Slay me, or I'll kill thee before we part from this spot I" 

"Why, thou foolish and hot-brwoed churl," replied the Count, "what 
right hast thou to the honour of dying by my blade? Thou art mad, ot 
hast drained the ale-cup so deeply that thou knowost not what thou thinkeat 

"Thou liest," said the Varan^an; "though such a reproach be the 
utmost scandal of thy race." 

The Frenchman motioned his hand quicker than light to his sword, but 
instantly withdrew it, and said with dignity, " thou canst not offend me." 

" But thou," said the esile, " hast offended me in a matter which can 
only bo atoned by thy manhood." 

"Where and how?" answered the Count; "although it is needless to ask 
the question, which thou canst not answer rationally. ' 

" Thou hast this day," answered the Varangian, "put a mortal affront 
upon a great prince, whom thy master calls his al!^, and by whom thou 
hast been received with every nto of hospitality. Him thou hast affronted 
as one peasant at a merry-making would do shame to another, and this dis- 
honour thou hast done to him in the very faoe of his own chiefs and princes, 
and the nobles from every court of Europe." 

" It was thy master's part to resent my conduct," said the Frenchman, 
" if in reality ho so much felt it as an affront," 

" JSut that," aaid Iloreward, " did tot consist with the manners of his 



.eu by Google 



118 WAVBRLEY NOVELS. 

oonntry to do. Besides that, wo trusty Varnngians esteem onraelves bound 
by our oath as much to defetid our Emperor, -while the eervioe lasts, on eiery 
inch of his honoui- aa on every foot of liis territory; I therefore tell thee. 
Sir Knight, Sir Count, or -whatever thou caUeat tliyself, there is mortal 
quarrel between thee and the Varangian guard, ever and until thou hast 
fought it out in fair and manly battle, body to body, -with one of the said 
Imperial Varangians, -when duty and opportunity sball permit;- — ^and bo 
Gaa sohaw the right I" 

Aa this paaaed in the Prenoh language, the meaning eeeaped the nnder- 
standing of aueh ImperialiBta as were within hearing at the time ; and the 
Princess, who waited with some astonishment till the Cruaader and the Va- 
rangian had finished their conference, when it was over, said to him with 
interest, " I trust you feel that poor man's situation to be too much at a 
distance from your own, to admit of your meeting him in what ia termed 
knightly battle?" 

"On such a question .".said the knight, "1 have but ono answer to any 
lady who does not, like my Brenhilda, cover herself with a shield, and bear 
a aword by her side, and the heart of a knight in her bosom." 

"And auppoao for onoe," said the Princess Anna Comnena, "that I pos- 
sessed such titles to your confidence, what wouid your answer be to me ?" 

"There can be little reaeon for concealing it," eaid the Count. "The 
Varangian is a bravo man, and a strong one ; it is contrary to my vow to 
shun his challenge, and perhaps I shall derogate from my rank by accepting 
it ; but the world is wide, and be is yet to be bom who has seen Robert of 
Paris shun the face of mortal man. By means of some gallant officer among 
the Emperor's guards, this poor fellow-, who nourishes so strange an ambi- 
tion, shall learn that he shall have his wish gratified." 

" And then f" said Anna Comnena. 

"Why, then," said the Count, "in the poor man's own language, God 
schaw the rightl" 

"Which ia to aay," said the Princess, "that if my father haa an officer 
of his guards honourable enough to forward ao pious and reasonable a pur- 
pose, the Emperor must !oae an ally, in whose faith he pots confidence, or a 
moat trusty and faithful soldier of his personal guard, who has diatin- 
guished himself upon many occasions!" 

"I am happy to hear," said the Count, "that the man bears auch a cha- 
racter. In trnth, his ambition ought to have some foundation. The more 
I think of it, the rather am I of opinion that there is something generous, 
rather than derogatory, in giving to the the poor exile, whose thoughts are 
so high and noble, those privileges of a man of rank, which some who were 
born in such loflj ehition are too cowardly to avail themselves of. Yet 
despond not, noble Princess; the challenge is not yet accepted of, and if it 
was, the issue is in the hand of God. As for me, whose trade is war, the 
sense that I have something so serious to transact -^'ith thia reaolute man, 
will keep me from other lesa honourable quarrels, in. which a lack of occu- 
pation might be apt to involve me." 

The Princeaa made no farther observation, 'being resolved, by private 
remonstrance to Achilles Tatiua, to engage him to prevent a meeting which 
might be fatal to the one or the other of two brave men. The town now 
darkened before them, sparkling, at the same time, through its obscurity, 
by the many lights which illuminated the bouses of the citizens. The royal 
cavalcade held their way to the Golden Gate, where the trusty centurion put 
his guard under arms to receive th m 

"We must now break ofi; fair Id d il Count, aa the party, 

having now dismounted, were stand g to th at tl e private ga[« of the 
Kiacquernal Palace, " and find as ■» c n th 1 d^ nga which we occupied 
last night." 

'' Under your favour, no," said th Emp ss 1 u must be content to 
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take your anpper and repose in quarters more fitting your rank ; and," 
added Irene, " with no worae quartermaster than one of the Imperial family 
who ha3 been yoar travelling companion." 

This the Count heard, with oonfiiderable inolination to aooapt the hospi- 
tality whioh was 60 readily offered. Although as depoted as a man could 
■well be to the oharios of hia Brenhilda, the very idea never having entered 
his head of preferring another's beauty to hers, yet, nevetthelesH, he had 
naturally felt himself flattetad by the attentions of a woman of eminent 
beauty and very high rank ; and the praises with which the Princess had 
loaded him, had not entirely fiillen to tne ground. He was no longer in the 
humour in which the morning had found him, disposed to outrage the feel- 
ings of the Emperor, and to insult his dignity; but, flattered by the adroit 
syoophanoy which the old philosopher had learned from the eehools, and 
the beautiful Princess had been gifted with by nature, he assented to Ute 
Empress's proposal ; the more readily, perhaps, that the darkness did not 
permit him to see that there was distinctly a shade of displeasure on the 
brow of Brenhilda. Whatever the cause, she oared not to espreas it, and 
the married pair bad just entered that labyrinth of passages through which 
Hcreward had formerly wandered, when a chamberlain, and a female 
attendant, richly dressed, bent the knee before thera, and offered them tha 
means and place to adjust their attire, ere they entered the Imperial pre- 
Eenoe, Brenhilda looked upon her apparel and arms, spotted with the blood 
of tho insolent Scythian, and, Amazon as she was, fell the shame of being 
oarelesely and improperly dressed. The arms of the knight were also 
bloody, and in disarrangement. 

"Tell my female squire, Agatha, to give her attendance," said the 
Countess. " She alone is in the habit of assisting to unarm and to attire 

"Now, God be praised," thought the Grecian lady of the bed-chamber, 
"that I am not called to a toilet where smiths' hammers and tongs are like 
to be the instruments most in request!" 

" Tell Maroian, my armourer," said the Count, "to attend with the silver 
and blue suit of plate and mail whioh I won in a wager from the Count of 
Thoulouso." * 

" Might I not have the honour of adjusting your armour," said a splen- 
didly drest courtier, with some marks of the armourer's profession, " since 
I have put on that of the Emperor himself? — may his name be sacred!" 

"And how many rivets hast thou clenched upon the occasion with this 
band," add the Count, catching hold of it, " which looks as if it had never 
been washed, save with milk of roses, — and with this childish toy?" point- 
ing to a hammer with ivory haft and silver head, whioh, stuck into a milk- 
white kidskin apron, the official wore as badges of his duty. The armourea; 
fell back in some confusion. "His grasp," ho said to another domestic, 
" is like the seizure of a vice !" 

While this little scene passed apart, the Empress Irene, her d;. . 
her son-in-law, left the company, under pretence of making a 
change in their apparel. Immediately after, Agelastes was required to 
attend the Emperor, and the strangers were conducted to two adjacent 
chambers of retirement, splendidly fitted up, and placed for the present at 
their disposal, and that of their attendants. There we shall for a time icava 
them, assuming, with the assistance of their own attendants, a dross which 
their ideas regarded as most fit for a great occasion ; those of tho Grecian 
court willingly keaping apart from a task which they held nearly as furmi- 
dable as assisting at the lair of a royal tiger or his bride. 



.eubyCoOgle 



120 WAVERLEY NOVELS. 

Agelastes founa the Emperor sedulously arranging his moat splendid 
court-dress ; for, as in the court of Pekin, the change of ceremonial attire 
■was a great part of the ritual observed at Constantinople. 

" Tiiou haet done well, wise Agelastes," said Alesiua to the philosopher, 
as he approached with abundance of prostrations and genuflexions — " Thou 
haat done well, and we ace content with thee. Less than thj wit and 
address must have failed in separating from their oompnnj this tameless 
bull, and unyoked heifer, over whom, if we obtain influence, we shall com- 
mand, by every account, no small interest among those who esteem thew 
the bravest in the host." 

"My humble understanding," said Agelastes, "bad been infinitely infe- 
rior to the management of so prudent and sagacious a scheme, had it not 
been shaped forth and suggested by the inimitable wisdom of your most 
eacred Imperial Highness," 

"We are aware," said Alexius, "that we had the merit of blocking forth 
the scheme of detaining these persons, either by their choice as allies, or 
by main force as hostages. Their friends, ere yet they have missed them, 
will be engaged in war with the Turks, and at no liberty, if the devil should 
suggest suoh an undertaking, to take arms against the sacred empire. Thus, 
Agelastes, we shall obtain hostages at least as important and as valuable as 
that Count of Vermandois, whose liberty the tremendous Godfrey of Bouillon 
extorted from us by threats of instant war." 

"Pardon," said Agelastes, "if I add another reason to those which of 
themselves so heavily support your august resolution. It is possible thai 
we may, by observing the greatest caution and courtesy towards these 
strangers, win them in good earnest to our side." 

"I conceive you, I conceive you," — said the Emperor; "and this very 
night I will exhibit myself to this Count and his lady in the royal presence 
chamber, in the richest robes which our wardrobe can furnish. The lions 
of Solomon shall roar, the golden tree of Comnenus shall display its won- 
ders, and the feeble eyes of these Franks shall be altogether dazzled by the 
Hplendourof the empire. These spectacles cannot but sink into their minds, 
and dispose thera to become the allies and servants of a nation so much 
more powerful, skilful, and wealthy than their own — Thou hast something 
to say, Agelastes. Years and long study have made thee wise ; though we 
have given our opinion, thou mayst speak thine own, and live." 

Thrice three times did Agelastes press his brow against the hem of the 
Emperor's garment, and great seemed his ansiety to find such words as 
might intimate his dissent from his sovereign, yet save him from the infor- 
mality of contradicting him expressly. 

" These sacred words, in which your sacred Highness has uttered your 
most just and accurate opinions, are undeniable, and incapable of contra- 
diction, were any vain enough to attempt to impugn them. Nevertheless, 
be it lawful to say, that men show the wisest arguments in vain to those 
who do not understand reason, just as yon would in v^n exhibit a curious 
piece of limning to the blind, or endeavour to bribe, as scripture saith, a 
BOW by the offer of a precious stone. The fault is not, in such case, in the 
accuracy of your sacred reasoniug, but in the obtuseness and perverseness 
of the barbarians lo whom it is applied." 

" Speak more plainly," said the Emperor ; " how often must we tell thee, 
that in cases in which we really want counsel, we know we must be con- 
tented to saeriflce ceremony?" 

"Then in plion words," said Agelastes, "these European barbarians are 
like no others under the cope of the universe, either on the things on which 
they look with desire, or on those which they consider as discouraging^ The 
treasures of this noble empire, so far as they affected their wishes, would 
merely inspire them with the desire to go to war with a nation possessed of 
BO much wealth, and who, in their solf-oonooited estimation, wore leas able 
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to defend, than they themselvea are powerful to aasail. Of such a. descrip- 
tion, for instance, ia Boliemond of Tarentum, — and each a one is many a 
crusader less aljle and sagacious than he ; — for I think I need not tell your 
Imperial Divinity, that he holds his own ealf-interest to be the devoted guide 
cf his whole conduct through this extraordinary war; and that, therefore, 
you can justly calculate hia oourae, when once you are aware from which 
point of the compass the wind of avarice and self-interest breathes with 
respect to him. But there are spirits among the Franks of a very different 
nature, and who must he acted upon hy very different motives, if we would 
make ourselves masters of their actions, and the principles by which they 
are governed. If it were lawful to do so, I would request your Mtyesty to 
luolt at the manner by which an artful juggler of your court achieves hia 
iniposition upon the eyes of speotators, yet heedfuUy disguises the means 
bj which he attruns his object. This people — I mean the more lofty-minded 
of these crusaders, who act up to the nretenees of the doctrines which the^ 
call chivalry— despise the thirst of gold, and gold itself, unless to hilt their 
swords, OF to furnish forth some necessary expenses, as alike useless and 
eontsmptible. The man who can he moved by the thirst of gain, they oon- 
timn, scorn, and despise, and liken him, in the meanness of his objects, to 
the most paltry serf that ever followed the plough, or wielded the spade. 
On the other hand, if it happens that they actually need gold, they are suf- 
fleiently unceremonious in taking it where they can most easily find it. 
Thus, they are neither easily to he bribed by ^vmg them sums of gold, nor 
to be starved into compliance by withholding what chance may render 
necessary for them. In the one case, they set no value upon, the gift of a 
little paltry yellow dross; in the other, fliey are accustomed to take what 

" Yellow dross I" interrupted Alexius. " Do they call that noble melal, 
equally respected by Eoman and barbarian, by rich and poor, by great and 
mean, by chnrohmeu and laymen, which all mankind are fighting ibr, plot- 
ting for, planning for, intriguing for, and damning themselves for, both soul 
and body — by the opprobrious name of yellow dross? They are mad, 
Agelastes, utterly maS. Perils and dangers, penalties and scourges, are 
the arguments to -whioh men who are above the nnivorsal influence which 
moves all others, can possibiv be accessible." 

" Nor are they," said A^etastes, " more a^eesaible to fear than they are 
to seff-interesL They are indeed, from their boyhood brought up to ecoin 
those passions which infiuenoe ordinary minds, whether hy means of avariue 
to impel, or of fear to hold back. So rauoh is this the case thit what is 
enticing to other men, must, to interest them, have the piquant since of 
extreme dan^r. I told, for instance, to tills very hero a legend of a 
Princess of Zulichium, who lay on an enchanted couch beautiful as an 
angel, awaiting the chosen knight who should, by dispelling her enchanted 
slumbers, become master of her person, of her kingdom of Zuliohium, and 
of her countless treasures; and, would your Imperial Majesty believe me, 
I could scarce get the gallant to attend to my legend or take any interest in 
the adventure, till I assured him he would have to encounter a winged 
dragon, compared to which the largest of those in the Prank romances was 
butlike a mere dragon-fly V 

" And did this move the gallant !" said the Emperor. 

"So much so," replied the philosopher, "that had I not nnforiunatcly, 
by the earnestness of my description, awakened the jealousy of his Pen- 
theailea of a Countess, he bad forgotten the crusade and all belonging to 
it, to go in quest of Zulichium and its slumbering sovereign." 

"Nay, then," said the Emperor, "we have in our empire (make us sen- 
sible of the advantage!) innumerable taie-tellers who are not possessed in 
the slightest degree of that noble scorn of gold which is proper to the 
Franks, but sball, for a brace of besants, lie with the devil, and beat him 
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tn boot, if in that manner we cau gain, as marinera say, the weafliergago 
of the Tranks." 

"Discretion," said Agelastes, "isin the higlieat degree necessary. Simply 
to lie is no very great matter ; it is merely a aeparture from ttio truth, which 
is little different from missing a mark at archery, where the whole horizon, 
one point alone excepted, will alike serve the sbonter's purpose ; but lo 
move the Frank as ia desired, requires a perfect knowledge of his temper 
and disposition, great caution and presence of mind, an4 the most versatile 
readiness in changing from one subjeet to another. Had I not myself been 
somewhat alert, I might haye paid the penalty of a falsa stop in your 
Mafesty's service, by being flung into my own cascade by the vii'ago whom 



"A perfect ThalestriBl" said the Emperor; "I shall take care what 
offence I give her." 

"If I might speak and live," said Agelastes, "the Ciesar Nicephorua 
BrienniuB had best adopt the same precaution." 

" Nicephorus," said the Emperor, "must settle that with our daughter. 
I have over told her that she gives him too muoh of that history, of which a 
page or two ia sufficiently refreshing ; but by our own self we must swear 
it, Agelastes, that, night after night, hearing nothing else, would subdue the 
patience of a aaintl — Forget^ good Agelastes, that thou hast heard me say 
such a thing — more especially, remember it not when thou art ia presence 
of our Imperial wife and daughter." 

" Nor were the freedoms taken by the Csesar beyond the bounds of an 
innocent gallantry," said Agelastes ; " but the Countess, I must needs say, 
is dangerous. She killed ^is day the Scythian To^artis, by what seemed 
a mete fillip on the head." ' 

"Hah!" said the Emperor; "I knew that Tosartjs, and he was like 
enough to desei've his death, being a bold unscrupulous marauder. Take 
notes, however, how it happened, the names of witnesses, &o., that, if neces- 
sary, we may exhibit the fact as a deed of aggression on the part of the 
Count and Countess of Paris, to the assembly of the crusaders." 

" I trust," said Agelastes, " your Imperial Majesty will not easily resign 
the golden opportunity of gaining to your standard persons whose cnaraeter 
stands so very hi^h in chivalry. It would cost you but little to bestow upon, 
thom a Grecian island, worta a hundred of their own paltry lordship of 
Paris ; and if it were given under the condition of their espeiling the in- 
fidels or the disaffected who may have obtained the temporary possession, it 
would be so much the more likelv to be an acceptable offer. I need not say 
that the whole knowledge, wisdom, and skill of the poor Agelastes is at 
your Imperial Majesty's disposal." 

The Emperor paused for a moment, and then said, lis if on full considera- 
tion, "Worthy Agelastes, I dare trust thee in this difficult and somewhat 
dangerous matter; but I ■will keep my purpose of eshibiting to them the 
lions of Solomon, and the golden tree of our Imperial house." 

"To that there can be no objection," returned the pbiloaopher; "only re- 
member to exhibit few guards, for these Franks are hke a fiery horse ; when 
in temper ho may be ridden with a silk thread, but when he has taken um- 
brngo or suspicion, as they would likely do if they saw many armed men, a 
steel bridle would not restrain him." 

" I wi\l be cautious," said the Emperor, " in that particular, as well as 
olViers. — Sound the silver bell, Agelastes, that the officers of our wardrobe 
may attend." 

" One single word, while your Highness is alone," said Agelastes. " Will 
your Imperial Majesty transfer to me the direction of jour menagerie, or 
collection of extraordinary creatures?" 

" You make me wonder," said the Emperor, taking a signet, bearing 
upon it a lion, with the legend, Vicit Leo ex iribu Judce. " This," he said, 
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''wil! give thee the command of our dens. And now, bo candid foi' otica 
with thy master — for deception is thy nature even with m© — By what chni-m 
wilt thou aabdae ilieae untamed gavagea V 

"By the power of falsehood," replied Agelastes, wjtii deep reverence, 
" I helieTo thoe an adapt in it," said tne Emperor. " And to which of 
tlieir fuiblas wi!t thou address it?" 

■'To their love of fame," said the philoeopher; and retreated haokwards 
out of the royal apartment, as the officers of the wardrobe entered to com- 
plete the investment of the Emperor in hia Imperial habilimenta. 



(Clmptir tljE /inirtEEiit!i. 



As they parted from etch other, the Emperor and philosophor had each, 
their own anxious thoughts on the interview which had passed betvrcea 
them ; thoughts which they espresied in broken sentences and ejaculations, 
though for the bettci undeistunding of the degree of estimation in which 
they held each other, we will give them a more regular and Jnt-elligible 
form. 

■' Thus, then," half muttered half said Alexius, hut so low as to hide hia 
meaning from the officers of the wardrobe, who entered to do their office, — 
" thus, then, this bookworm — this remnant of old heathen philosophy, who 
hardly believes, so God save me, tho truth of the Christian creed, has topp'd 
his part so well that he forces his Emperor to dissemble in his presence. 
Beginning by being the buffoon of the court, he has wormed himself into 
all its secrets, made himself master of all its intrigues, conspired with my 
■own son-in-law against mo, debauched my guards, — indeed so woven hia 
web of deceit, that my life is safe no longer, than he believes me the impe- 
rial dolt which I have affected to_ seem, in order to deceive him ; fortunate 
that even so can I escape his cautionary anticipation of ray displeasure, by 
avoiding to precipitate his measures of riolence. But were this sudden 
Btorai of the crusade fairly passed over, the ungrateful Goesar, the boastful 
coward Achilles I'atius, and fJie bosom serpent Agelastes, shall know 
whothei: Alexius Comnecus has been born their dupe. When Greek meets 
Greek, comes the strife of subtlety as well as the tug of war." Thus say- 
ing, he reaijgned himself to the ofBoen of his waidrobe, who proceeded to 
ornament him as tho solemnity required 

"I trust him not," said Agelastes the meaning of whose gestures and' 
exclamations, we, in like manner render into a connected meaning. "I 
cannot, and do not trust hiitt~he somewhat overacts his part. He has 
borne himself upon other occasions witli tho shiewd wit of his family the 
Comneni; yet he now trusts to the efleot of his tiurapery lions upon such a. 
shrewd people as the Franks and Normans, and seems to rely upon mo for 
the character of men with whom he has been engaged in peace and war for 
many years. This can be but to gain my confidence ; for there were imper- 
fect looks, and broken sentences, which seemed ta say, 'Agelastes, the Em- 
peror knows thoo and confides not in thee.' Yet the plot is successful and 
undiscovered, as far as can he judged; and were I to attempt to recede now, 
i -were lost for ever. A little time to carry on this intrigue with the Frank, 
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-wben possiblj, bj the assistance of this gallant, Alexius shall esubange the 
crown for a cloister, or a still narrower abode ; and then, Agelastes, thou 
deservest to be blotted from tbe roll of philosophers, if thou oanst not push, 
out of the throne the conceited and lusoi-ioua C^sar, and reign in hia stead, 
a second Marcus Antoniuus, when the wisdom of thy rule, long onfelt in a 
world which haa been guided by tyranta and volnptiiariea, ahall soon 
obliterate reeollaotion of the manner in whieh tliy power waa acquired. 
To work then — be active, and be cautious. The time requires it, and tho 
prize deseryee it." 

"While these tiionghts paased through his mind, he arrayed himself, by 
tJie assistance of Diogenes, in a clean suit of that simple apparel in which 
he always frequented the court; a garb aa unlike that of a candidate for 
royalty, aa it waa a contrast tt> the magnificent robea with whioh Alesiua 
was now investing himaelf. 

In their separate apartments, or dressing-rooms, the Count of Paris and 
his la^^y put on the best apparel whioh they had prepared to meet such a 
chance unoa their journey. Even in Prance, Robert was seldom seen in 
the peaceful cap and sweeping mantle, whose high plumes and flowing folds 
were the garb of knights in times of peace. He was now arrayed in a 
splendid suit of armour, all except the head, whioh was bare otherwise thnn 
as covered bj; hia curled locks. Tbe rest of his person was sheathed in the 
complete mail of the time, richly inlaid with silver, which contrasted with 
the azure in which the afoel waa damaaked. His spurs were upon his 
heels — hia sword was by his aide, and hia triangular shield waa suspended 
round hia neck, bearing, painted upon it, a number oi Jleures-de-lu semees, 
as it is called, upon the field, being the origin of those lily flowers which 
after times reduced to three only; and which were the terror of Europe, 
until they suffered so many reverses in our own time. 

The estreme height of Count Robert's person adapted him for a giib, 
whioh had a tendency to make peraons of a lower stature appeal lather 
dwarfish and thick when arrayed cap-d-pie. The features, with their sell 
oollaeted composure, and noble contempt of whatever could hav aotounded 
01 ahaken an ordinary mind, formed a well-fitted capital to the esLellentiy 
proportioned and vigorous frame whioh they terminated. The Counteis 
was in more peaceful attire ; but her robes were short and succinct, hke 
those of one who might be called to hasty exercise. The upper j t f h 
dress conaiated of more than one tunic, sitting cloae to the body wh 1 
akirt, descending from tbe girdle, and reaching to the ankles, emb d d 
elegantly but richly, completed an attire which a lady might ha w 
much more modern times. Her tresses were covered with a 1 ht te 1 
bead-piece, though aome of them, escaping, played round he f d 

gave relief to those handsome features which might otherwise h m d 

too formal, if closed entirely within the verge of steel, Over thea d 
garments was flung a rich velvet cloak of a deep green colour, d di g 

from the head, where a species of hood was loosely adjusted over th h Im t 
deeply laced upon its verges and seama, and so long aa to sweep h g d 
behind. A dagger of rion materials ornamented a girdle of o g Id 

smith's work, and was the only offensive weapon wnich, notwithstanding 
her military occupation, aha bore upon this occasion. 

The toilet — as modem times would say — of the Countess, waa not nearly 
BO Boon ended as that of Count Eobert, who occupied his time, as husbands 
ot every period are apt to do, in iittie sub-acid complainU between jeat and 
earnest^ upon the dilatory nature of ladies, and the time whioh they lose in 
doffing and donning their garments. But when the Countess Brenbiida 
came forth in the pride of loveliness, from tho inner chamber where she 
had attired herself, ner husband, who was still her lover, clasped her to hia 
breast iind expressed hia privilege by the kiss whioh he took as of rljjht 
from a creature ao beautiful. Chiding him for his folly, yet almost return- 
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ing the kiss whieh she received, Bveohilda beaian now to wonder how they 
were to flnJ their wiiy to the presence of the Emperor. 

The query was soon solved, for a gentle knock at the door announced 
Agelastes, to whom, as best acquainted with the IFrankish manners, had 
been eommitted, by the Emperor, the charge of introducing the noble 
strangers. A distant sound, like that of the roaring of a lion, or not »n- 
Bimilar to a largo and deep gons of modern times, intimated the commence- 
ment of the ceremonial. The black slaves upon ^ard, who, as hatJi been, 
observed, were in. small numbers, stood ranged in their state dresses of 
white sind gold, bearing in one hand a naked sabre, and in the other a 
torch of white wax, which served to guide the Count and Countess through 
the passEiges that led to the interior ol tie palace, and to the most secret 
liall of audience. 

The door of this mnc^nt sanctorum was lower than «anal, a simple 
stratagem devised by some superstitioua officer of the Imperial household, 
to compel the lofty-crested Frank to lower his body, as he presented him- 
self in the Imperial presence. Robert, when the door flew open, and ho 
discovered in the background the Emperor seat-ed upon hie throne amidst a 
glare of light, which was broken and reflected in ten thousand folds by the 
jewels with which his vestments were covered, stopt short, and demanded 
the meaning of introducing him through so low an arch ? Agelastes pointed 
to the Emperor by way of shifting from himself a i^uestion which he could 
not have answered. The mute, to apologize for his silence, yawned, and 
showed the loss of his tongue. 

" Holy Virgin I" said the Countess, " what can these unhappy Africans 
hare done, to have deserved a condemnation which involyea bo cruel a 
fate 7" 

" The hour of retribotjon is perhaps come," said the Count, in a displeased 
tone, while Agelastes, with such hurry as time and place permitted, entered, 
making his prostrations and genufleiiona, little doubting that the Frank 
must follow him, and to do so must lower his body to the Emperor. The 
Count, however, in the height of displeasure at the trick which he conceived 
bad been intended him, turned himself round and enteied the presence- 
chamber with his back purposely turned to the sovereign ind did not faca 
Alesius until he reached the middle of the apartment when he was joined 
by the Countess, who had made her approaUi in a moie seemly manner. 
The Emperor, who had prepared to acknowledge the Count's espected 
homage in the most gracious manner, found himself now eien more unpiea- 
Fantly circumstanced than when this unoompromiaing ^ank had usurped 
the royal throne in the course of the day. "% 

The officers and nobles who stood iiround, though a very select number, 
s than usual, as the meeting was not held for u< ' 



but merely for state. These assumed such an appearance of^ingled dis- 
pleasure and confusion as might best snit with the perplesit^f Alexius, 
whiie the wily features of the Norman-Italian, Bohemond of Taj^ntum, who 
was also present, had a singular mixture of fantastical glee gnd derision. 
It is the misfortune of the weaker on such occasions, or at Ipast the more 
timid, to be .obhged to take the petty part of vrinkicg hard, as if not able 
to see what they cannot avenge. 

Alesius made the signal that the ceremonial of the grand reception should 
immediately commence. Instantly the lions of Solomon, which had been 
newly furbished, raised their heads, erected their manes, brandished their 
tails, until they excited the imagination of Count Robert, who, being already 
on fire at the circumstances of his reception, conceived the bellowing of 
these automata to be the actual annunciation of immediate assault. Whe- 
ther the lions, whose forms he beheld, were actually lords of the forest-, — 
whether they were mortals who had suffered transformation,— whether they 
were productions of the skill of an artful juggler or profound naturalist, th« 
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Count neither knew nor cored. All that he thought of the danger wns, tha. 
it was ivortby of his ouurage; nor did hia heart permit liim a moment'a 
irresolution. He atrode to the nearest lion, ■which seemed in tha aot of 
springing up, and said, in a tone loud and formidabls as its own, " How 
now, dog!" At the eame time he struck the figure ivith hia clenched fist 
and Eleel gauntlet with so much force, that its head burst, and the atepa 
and carpet of the throne were ooTered with wheels, springs, and otier 
machinery, whieb. had been the means of producing its mimic terrors. 

Oa this display of the real nature of the oauae of his anger, Count 
Robert could not but feel a little aaharaed of having given way to passion 
on such an oecasion. He was still more confused when Eohemond, de- 
scending from Ms station near the Emperor, addressed him in the Frank 
language; — "Tou have done a gallant deed, truly, Count Eob art, in freeing 
the court of Byzantium from an object of fear which has long boon need to 
frighten jieevish children and unruly barbarians I" 

Enthusiasm hiw no greater enemy than ridicule. " Why, then," said 
Count Robert, blushing deeply at the same time, "did they exhibit its fan- 
tastic terrors to me? I am neither child nor barbarian." 

" Addreaa yourself to the Emperor, then, as an intelligent man," answered 
Behemond. " Say something to him in excuse of your conduct, and show 
that our bravery has not entirely run away with our oommoa sense. And 
hark you also, while I have a moment's speaeh of you, — do you and yeur 
■wife heedfully follow my esample at supper 1" These words were spoken 
with a signifloant tone and corresponding look. 

The opinion of Bohemond, from his long intercourse, both in peace and 
war, witn the Grecian Emperor, gave him eteat infiuonce with the other 
crusaders, and Count Robert yielded to his advioe. Ho turned towards the 
Emperor with something liker an ebeieanoe than he had hitherto paid. "I 
crave your pardon," be srud, " for breaking that gilded piece of pageantry ; 
but, in sooth, the wonders of aorcery, and the portenta of accomplished and 
skilful juggiars, are so numerous in this country, that one does not clearly 
diatinguiat what is true from what is false, or what is real from what is 
illusory." 

The Emperor, not withatan ding the presence of wind for which he was 
remarkable, and the oonrage in which he was not held by bis countrymen 
to be deficient, received this Jtpology somewhat awkwardly. Perhaps tha 
rueful complaisance with n^ioh ha accepted the Count's apology, might be 
best compared to thatof a lady of the present day when an awKward goeat 
has broken a valu^^pleee of china. He muttered something about the 
machines havin^^en long preserved in the Imperial family, as being 
made on tlie moHel of those which guarded the throne of tha wise King of 
Israel ; to which the blunt plain-apoken Count expressed his doubt in 
reply, whatlA the wisest prince in the world ever condescended to frighten 
his subjectftM: guests hy_ the mimic roaringe of a woodan lion. " If," said 
be, "I too Mstily took it for a living creature, I have had the worst, by 
damaging nugexoellent gauntlet in daahing to pieces its timber skull." 

The Bmp^r, after a little more bad been said, chiefly on the same sub- 
ject, ])ropos# that they should pass to the banquets-room. Marshalled, 
acoordingly, ^ the grand sewer of the Imperial table, and attended by all 
present, exoepting the Emperor and the immediate members of his family, 
the Trankish Quests were guided through a labyrinth of apartments, each 
of which was filled with wonders of nature and art, calculated to enbanoo 
their opinion of the wealth and grandeur which had assembled together ao 
much that was wonderful. Their passage being necessarily slow and inter- 
rupted, gave the Emperor time to change his dress, according to the ritual 
of his court, which did not permit his appearing twice in tlie same vesture 
before the same spectators. He took the opportunity to summon Agelastes 
into his presence, and, that their conference might be secret, he used, in 
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ttaaisticg his toilet, tie agenny of some of the mutes dBstined fov the Bervico 
of the interior. 

The temper of Alexius Oomnonua was considerably moved, although it 
was one of the peculiarities of his situation to be ever under the necesaity 
of disgaieing the emotions of his mind, and of affecting, in presence of hia 
subjects, a superiority to human passion, nhich he was far from feeling. 
It waa therefore with gravity, and even reprehension, that he aeked, " By 
whose error it was that the wily Bohemond, half-Italian, and half-Norman, 
was present at this interview? Surely, if there be one in the crusading 
army likely to conduct that foolish youth and hia wife behind the scenes 
of the exhibition by which we hoped to impose upon them, the Count of 
Tarentum, as he entitles himself, is that person." 

" It was that old man," said Agelastea, " (if I may reply and live,) 
Michael Oantacuzene, who deemed that his presence was peculiarly deaired; 
but he returns to the camp this very night." 

" Yes," swd Alexius, " to inform Godfrey, and the rest of the cruaadBrg, 
that one of the boldeat and most highly esteemed of their number is left, 
with his wife, a hostage in our Imperial city, aad to bring back, perhaps, an 
alternative of instant war, anleaa they ace delivered up 1" 

" If it is your Imperial Highneas'a will to think so," said Agelastes, "you 
can suffer Count Robert and his wife to return to the camp with the Italian- 
Norm an." 

"What?" answered the Emperor, "and so lose all the fruits of an enter- 
prise, the preparations for which have already cost us so much in aotual 
espouse ; and, were our heart made of the same stuff with that of ordinary 
mortals, would have cost us so much more in vexation and ansiety? No, 
no ; issue warning to the crusaders, who are still on the hither side, that 
farther rendering of homage is dispensed with, and that they repair to the 
qu;iy8 on the banks of the Bosphorns, by peep of light to-morrow. Let our 
admiral, as he values his head, pass every man of them over to the farther 
side before noon. Xet there be largesses, a princely banquet on the farther 
bank — all that may increase their anxiety to pass. Then, Agelastes, we 
will trust to ourselves to meet this additional danger, either by bribing the 
venality of Bohemond, or by bidding defiance to the crusaders. Their 
forces are scattered, and the chief of them, with the leaders themselves, are 
all now— or by far the greater part — on the east side of the Bosphoros. — 
And now to the banquet I seeing that the change of dress has been made 
Etifficient to answer the statutes of the household; since our ancestors ohoae 
to make rulea for exhibiting us to our subjects, as priests exhibit their 
images at their shrines !" 

" Under grant of life," said Agalastes, " it was not done inconsiderately, 
but in order that the Emperor, ruled ever by the same laws from father to 
BOH. might ever be regarded as something beyond the common laws of hu- 
— the divine image of a saint, therefore, rather than a, human beinj;." 
B know it, good Agelastes," answered the Emperor, with a smile, 
■■ ana we are also aware, that many of our silbjects, like the worshippers 
of Bel in holy writ, treat us so far as an image, as to assist ua in devouring 
the revenues of our provinces, which are gatiiered in our name, and for our 
uan. These things we now onlj touch lightly, the time not suiting them." 
Alexius left the secret council accordingly, after the order for the passage 
of the crusaders had been written out and subaeribed in due form, and m 
the saorod ink of the Imperial chancery. 

Meantime, the rest of the company had arrived in a hall, which, like the 
other apartments in the palace, was most tastefully as well as gorgeously 
fitted up, except that a table, which presented a princely banquet, might 
have been deemed faulty in this respect^ that the aishea, which were moat 
splendid, both in the materials of which they were composed, and in the 
viands which they held, were elevated by means of feet, so as to be upon a 
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level ■with female guest.s as they sat, and with men as they lay recumbent at 
the banquet which it offered. - , - 

Around stood a number of blaok Blates richly attired, -whila the grand 
sewer, Michael Cantaiuceno, arranged the strangers with his golden wand, 
and conyejed orders to them, by signB, that all should remain standing 
around the table, until a signal should be given. 

The npper end of the board, thus furnished, nnd thus surrounded, was 
hidden by a curtain of muslin and silver, which fell from the top of the 
arch under -whioh the upper part seemed to pass. On this curtain the sewer 
kept a wary oyo ; and when he observed it slightly shaie, he waved his 
wand of ofEce, and all espeoted the result. 

As if aelf-moved, the mystic curtain arose, and discovered behind it a 
throne eight steps higher than the end of the table, decorated in the most 
magnificent manner, and having placed before it a small tableof ivory inlaid 
with silver, behind which was seated Alexius Comnenus, in a dress entirely 
different from what he had worn in the course of the day, and so much more 
gorgeous than his former vestments, that it seemed not unnatural that his 
subjects should prostrate themselves before a figure so splendid. His wife, 
his daughter, and his son-in-law the Cfesar, stood behind him with faces 
bent to the ground, and it was with deep humility, that, descending from 
the throne at the Emperor's command, they mingled with the quests of the 
lower table, and, exalted as they were, proceeded to the festive board at 
the signal of the grand sewer. So that they could not be said to partako 
of the repast with the Emperor, nor t« be placed at the Imperial table, al- 
thoagh they supped in his presence, and were encouraged by his repeated 
request to them to make good cheer. No dishes presented at the lower table 
were offered at the higher; but wines, and more delicate sorts of food, which 
ai'ose before the Emperor as if by magic, and seemed designed for his own 
proper use, were repeatedly sent, by his special directions, to one or other 
of the guests whom Alexius delighted to honour — among these the Tranta 
being particularly distinguished. 

The behaviour of Bohemond was on this occasion particularly remark- 
Count Robert, who kept an oye upon him, both from his recent words, 
and owing to an expressive look which ho once or twice darted towards him, 
observed, that in no liquors or food, not oven those sent from the Emperor's 
own table, did this astucious prince choose to indulge. A piece of bread, 
taken from the canister at random, and a glass of pure water, was the only 
refreshment of which he was pleased to partake. His alleged eseuse was, 
the veneration due to the Holy Festival of the Advent, wliich chanced to 
occur that very night, and which both the Greek and Latin rule agree to 
hold sacred. 

" I had not expected this of you. Sir Bohemond," said the Emperor, " that 
you should have refused my personal hospitality at my own board, on the 
very day on which you honoured me by entering into my service as vassal 
for the principality of Antioch." 

"Antiocb is not yet conquered," said Sir Bohemond; "and conscience, 
dread sovereign, must always have its exceptions, in whatever temporal con- 
tracts we may engage." 

" Come, gentle Count," said the Emperor, who obviously regarded Bohe- 
mond's inhospitable humour as something arising more from suspicion than 
devotion, " wo invite, though it is not our custom, our children, our noble 
guests, and our principal officers here present, to a general carouse. Pill 
the cups called the Nine Muses ! let them be brimful of the wine which is 
said to he sacred to the Imperial iips !" 

At the Emperor's command the cups were fiOod ; they wore of pure gold, 
and there was richly engraved upon each the effigy of the Muse to nhom 
it was dedicated. 
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"Toa at least," said the Emperor, "my gentle Count Robert, you nnd 
your lovely kdy, ■will not have any scruple to pledge y I p ' 1 h t? ' 
" If that Boruple is to imply suBpicion of the prov th wh h w 

are here served, I disdain to nouriah euoh," said Count R b t If t 
a sin which I oommit by tasting wino to-night, it is a \ 1 h 11 

1 greatly augment my load by carrying it, ■vrith the re t f y t eap 
to the nest confessional." 

" Will you then, Prinee Bohemond, not be ruled by th d t f y 

fi'iend?" said the Emperor. 

"Methinks," replied the Norman-Italian, "my frie d m gl t 1 d 

better to have been ruled by mine ; but be it as his ■« dm pi £h 

flavour of such exquisite wine is sufficient for me." 

" So saying, he emptied the wine into another gobl t d m d It 
nately to admire the carving of the cup, and the fla f wh t t [ d 

lately contained. 

"You are right. Sir Bohemond," said the Emperor th f b f tl t 
cup is beautiful ; it was done by one of the ancient era f & 11 

boasted cup of Nestor, which Homer has handed dow t , g d 

deal larger perhaps, but neither equalled these in the value of ilie material, 
nor the exquisite beauty of the workmanship. Let each one, therefore, of 
my stranger guests, accept of the cup wiiioh he either has or might have 
;irimk out of, as a recollection of me ; and may the espedition against the 
infidels be aa propitious as their confidence and courage deserve! 

" If I accept your gift, mighty Emperor," said Bohemond, " it is only to 
atone for the apparent discourtesy, when my devotion compels me to decline 
your Imperial pledge, and to show you that we paf t on the most intimate 
terms of friendship." 

So saying, he bowed deeply to the.Emneror, who answered him with a 
smiie, into which was thrown a considerable portion of sarcastic espression. 

" And I," said the Count of Paris, "having taken upon my conscience 
the fault of meeting your Imperial pledge, may stand exoused from in- 
curring the blame of aiding to dismantle your table of these curious drink 
ing cups. We empty them to your health, and we cannot in any othei 
respeet profit by them." 

■'But Prince Bohemond can," said the Emperor; "to whose quarters 
they shall be carried, sanctioned by your generous use. And we have still 
a set for you, and for your lovely Countess, equid to that of the Graces, 
though no longer matohing in number the nymphs of Parnassus.- — -The eve- 
ning bell rings, and calls us to remember the hour of rest, that we may be 
ready to meet the labours of to-morrow." 

The parW then broke up for the evening. Bohemond left the paJaco that 
night, not forgetting the Muses, of whom he was not in general a devotee. 
The result was, as 3ie wily Greek had intended, that he had established be- 
tween Bohemond and the Count, not indeed a quarrel, but a kind of dif- 
ference of opinion; Bohemond feeling that the fiery Count of Paris must 
think his conduct sordid and avaricious, while Count Robert was far less 
inclined than before to rely on him as tt oounaeilor. 
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The Count of Paris and his lady were that night lodged in the Imperial 
Palaco of the Blacquernal. Their apartments were eontiguoua, but the 
communication between them was cut off for the night by the mutual door 
being looked and barred. They marvelled somewhat at this precaution. 
The observanee, however, of the festival of the Church, was pleaded as an 
admisaible, and not unnatural excuse for this estraordinary oi ream stance. 
Neither the Coant nOr his lady entertained, it may be believed, the elightesl; 
personal feat for any thin^ which could happen to them. Their attendants, 
Marcian and Agatha, having asBiBted their master and mistress in the per- 
formance of their usual offices, left tliem, in order to seek the pla*ce3 of 
repose assigned to them among persons of their degree. 

The preceding day had been one of escitation, and of muoh bustle and 
interest ; perhaps, also, the wine, sacred to the Imperial lips, of which Count 
Robert had taken a single, indeed, but a deep draught, waa more potent 
than the delicate and high-flavoured juice of the Gascogne grape, to which 
he was accuatomed ; at any rate, it seemed to him that, from the time he 
felt that he had slept, daylight ought to have been broad in his chamber 
when he awaked, and yet it was atiil darkness almost palpable. Somewhat 
surprised, he gazed eagerly around, but could discern nothing, escept two 
halls of red light which shone from araons the darkness with a self-emitted 
brilliancy, like the eyes of a wild animal while it glares upon its prey. 
The Count started from bed to put on his armour, a necessary precaution if 
what he saw should really be a wild creature and at liberty ; but the instant 
he stirred, a deep growl was uttered, such as the Count had never heard, 
but which might he compared to the sound of a thousand monsters at once; 
and, as the symphony, wna heard the clash of iron chains, and the springiiig 
of a monstrous creature towards the bedside, which appeared, however, to 
be withheld by some fastening from attaining the end of its bound. The 
roars which it uttered now ran thick on each other. They were most tre- 
mendous, and must have been beard throughout the whole palace. The 
creature seemed to gather itself many yards nearer to the bea than by its 
glaring eyeballs it appeared at first to be stationed, and how much neater, 
or what degree of motion, might place him within the monster's teach, the 
Count was totally uncertain. Its breathing was even heard, and Count 
Robert thought he felt the heat of its respiration, while his defenceless limbs 
might not be two yards distant from Uie fangs which he heard grinding 
against each other, and the claws which tote up fragments of wood from the 
oaken floor. The Count of Paris was one of the bravest men who lived in 
a time when bravery was the universal property of all who claimed a drop 
of noble blood, and the knight was a descendant of Charlemagne. He 
was, however, a man, and therefore cannot be said to have endured unap- 
palled a sense of danger so unexpected and so estraordinary. But his was 
not a sudden alarm or panio, it was a calm sense of extreme peril, qualified 
by a resolution to exert his faculties to the uttermost, to save his life if it 
were possible. He withdrew himself within the bed, no longer a place of 
rest, being thus a few feet further from the two glaring eyeballs which 
remained so closely fixed upon him, that, in spite of his courage, nature 
painfully suggested the bitter imagination of his limbs being mangled, torn, 
and ohurneil with their life-blood, in the jaws of some monstrous bMSt of 
prey. One saving thought alone presented itself — this might be a trial, an 
experiment of the philosopher Agelastes, or of the Emperor his master, for 
the purpose of proving the courage of which the Christians vaunted so 
highly- i^id punishing the thoughtless insult which the Count had been 
Kuad vised enough to put upon the Emperor the preceding day. 
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""Well la it said," he reflected m hie Bgoaj, " beard not the lion in his 
den I Perhaps erea now soine base slave deliberatea whether I have jet 
tasted enouga of the preliminary agonies of death, and whether he shall 
jet slip the ohftin whieh keeps the savage from doing his work. But como 
death when it will, it shall never be said that Count Robert ivas heard to 
receive it with prayers for compassion, or with cries of pain or terror." He 
turned his face to the wall, and waited, with a strong montal exertion, the 
death which he conceived to be fast approaching. 

Hia first feelings had been unayoidably of a aelfisli nature. The danger 
was too inslant, and of a description too horrible, to admit of any which 
involved a more comprehensive view of his calamity ; and other reflections 
of a. mora distant kind, were at first swallowed up in the all-engrossing 
thought of immediate deatJi. But as his ideas became clearer, the safety 
of Wis Countess rushed upon hia mind — what might she now be suffering! 
and, while he was subjeeted io a trial so estraoriBnary, for what were her 
weaker frame and female courage reserved? Was she still within a few 
yards of him, as when be lay down the last night? or had the barbarians, 
who had devised for him a scene so cruel, availed themselves of his and his 
lady's incautious confidence to inflict apon her some villany of the same 
kind, or even yet more perfidious? Did she sleep or wake, or could she 
sleep within the close hearing of that horrible cry, which shook all around ( 
Ila resolved to utter her name, warning her, if possible, to be upon her 
guard, and to answer without venturing rashly into the apartment which 
contained a guest so horribly perilous. 

He uttered, therefore, his wife's name, bat in trembling accents, as if he 
had been afraid of the savage beast overhearing him. 

"Bcenhildal Brenhilda! — there is danger— awake, and speak to me, but 
do not arise." There was no answer. — "What am I become," ho said to 
himself, " that I call upon Brenhilda of Aapramonte, like a child on its 
sleeping nurse, and all because there is a wild-oat in the same room with 
me ? Shame on thee. Count of Paris ! Let thy arms be rent, and thj spurs 
be hacked from thy heels! — What ho!" he cried aloud, but still with a 
tremulous voice, " Brenbilda, we are beset, the foe are upon us ! — Answer 
me, but stir not." 

A deep growl from the monster ■which garrisoned his apartment was the 
only answer. The sound seemed to say, " Thou hast no hope !" and it ran 
to the knight's bosom as the genuine expression of despair. 

" Perhaps, however, I am still too cold in making my misery known. 
What hoi my love I Brenbilda!" 

A voice, hollow and disconsolate as that which might have served an 
inhabitant of the grave, answered as if from a distance. " What discon- 
solate wretch art thou, who espectest that the living can answer thee from 
the habitations of the dead?" 

" I am a Christian man, a free noble of the kingdom of France," an- 
swered the Count. " Yesterday the captain of five hundred men, the bravest 
in Trance — the bravest, that is, who breathe mortal air — and I am here 
without a glimpse of light, to direct me how to avoid the corner in which 
lies a wild tiger-oat, prompt to spring upon and to devour me." 

" Thou art an example," replied the voice, " and wilt not long be the 
last, of the changes of fortune. I, who am now suffering in my third year, 
was that mighty Ursol, who rivalled Aleiius Comnenus for the Crown of 
Greece, was betrayed by my confederates, and being deprived of that eye- 
tight which is the chief blessing of humanity, I inhabit these vaults, no 
distant neighbour of the wild animals by whom they are sometimes occupied, 
i,nd whose cries of joy I hear when unfortunate victims like thyself are 
delivered up to their fury." 

" Didst thou not then hear," said Count Kobert, in return, " a warlike 
guest and his bride conducted hither last night, with eouads as it might 
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saom of bridal muaic? — 0, BrenhiWa! hast thou, so yoonff — bo beaUliful — 
been so treaoharoualy done t<i death by means so nnutterably horrible I" 

" Think not," answered Ursel, as the voice had called its owner, " that 
the Greeks pamper their wild beasts on such lordly fare. For their enemies, 
whioh term includes not only all that are really snoh, but ali thoep whom 
they fear or hate, they have dungeons whose locks never revolve ; hot 
instruments of steel, to sear the eyeballs in the head ; lions and tigers, when 
it pleases them to make a speedy end of their captives — but these are only 
for the male prisoners. While for the women-— if they be young and beau- 
tiful, the princes of the land have places in their bed and bower ; nor are 
they employed like the captives of Agamemnon's host, to draw water from 
an Argive spring, but are admired and adored by those whom fate haa made 
the lords of their destiay." 

" Such shall never be the doom of Brenhilda 1" exclaimed Count Robert ; 
"her husband still lives to assist her, and should he die, she knows well 
how to follow him without leavinc a blot in the epitaph of either." 

The captive did not immediately reply, and a short pause ensued, which 
was broken by Ursei's voice. " Stranger," he said, " what noise is that I 
hear?" 

" Nay, I hear nothing," said Count Robert. 

" But I do," said Ursel. " The cruel deprivation of my eyesight renders 
my other senses more acute." 

"Disquiet not thyself about the matter, fellow-prisoner," answered the 
Count, " but wwt the event in silence." 

Suddenly a light arose in the apartment, lurid, red, and smoky. The 
knight bad bethoueht him of a flint and match whioh he usually carried 
about him, and wifli as littlo noiae as possible had lighted the torch by the 
bedside; this he instantly applied to the curtains of the bed, which, heing 
of thin muslin, were in a moment in flames. The knight sprung, at the 
same instant, from his bed. The tiger, for such it was, terrified nt the flame, 
leaped backwards as far as his chain would permit, heedless of any thing 
save this new object of terror. Count Robert upon this seized on a massive 
wooden stool, which was the only oflensive weapon on whioh he could lay 
his hand, and, marking at those eyes whioh now reflected the blase of fire, 
and which had recently seemed so appalling, he discharged against them 
this fragment of ponderous oak, with a force whioh less resembled human 
strength than the impetus with which an engine hurls a stone. He had 
employed bis instant of time so well, and his aim was so true, that the 
missile went right to the mark and with incredible force. The skull of the 
tiger, whioh might be, perhaps, somewhat exa^erated if described as heing 
or the very largest size, was fractured by the blow, and with the assistance 
of his dagger, whioh had fortunately been left with him, the French Count 
despatched the monster, and had the satisfaction to see him grin his last, 
and roll, in the agony of death, those eyes which were lately so formidable. 

Looking around him, he discovered, by the light of the fire which be had 
raised, that the apartment in whioh he now lay was different from that in 
which he had gone to bed overnight ; nor could there be a stronger contrast 
between the furniture of both, than the flickering half-burnt remains of 
the thin muslin curtains, and the strong, bare, dungeon-looking walls of the 
room itself, or the very serviceable wooden stool, of whioh he had made 
such good use. 

The knight had no leisure to form conclusions npon such a subject. He 
hastily extinguished the Are, which had, indeed, nothing that it could lay 
hold of, and proceeded, by the light of the flambeau, to esnraine the apart- 
ment, and its means of entrance. It is scarce necessary to say, that he saw 
no communication with the room of Brenhilda, whioh oonviuood him that 
they had been separated the evening before under pretence of devotional 
Boruples, in order to aooomplish some most viUanous design upon one or 
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iMith or them. His own part of the night's adventurewe have alrnady seen, 
and suoceas, so far, over eo formidahle a danger, gave him a tremblinK hope 
that Breahilda, by her own worth and valour, would he able to defend lier- 
Bolf against all attacks of fraud or force, until ho could find his way to her 
reseua. "I should have paid more regard," he said, "to Bohemond's 
caution last night, who, I thick, intimated to me as plainly gg if he had 
spoke it in direct terms, that that same eup of wine was a drugged potion. 
But then, fie upon him for aa avaricious hound ! how was it possiblo I should 
think he suspected any such thing, when he spoke not out like a man, hut, 
for sheer coldness of heart, or base self-interest, suffered me to run the risk 
of being poisoned by the wily despot?" 

Here be honrd a voice from the same quarter as before. "Ho, therel Ho, 
stranger! Do you live, or hare you been murdered? What means this 
stifling smell of smoke f For God's sake, answer him who can receive no 
information from eyes, closed, alas, for ever !" 

" I am at liberty," said the Count, " and the monster destined to dovour 
me has groaned its last. I would, my friend Ursel, sinoe such is thy name, 
thou hadst the advantage of thine eyes, to have borne witness to yonder 
combat ; it had been worth thy while, though thou shouldat have lost them 
a minute afterwards, and it would have greatly advantaged whoever shall 
have the task of compiling my history." 

While he gave a thought to that vanity which strongly ruled hiiu, he lost 
no time in seeking some mode of escape from the dungeon, for by that means 
only might he hope to recover his Countess. At last he found an entrance 
in the wall, hut it was strongly locked and bolted. " I have found the pas- 
sage," he called out; "and its direction is the same in which thy voice is. 
heard — But how shall I undo the door?" 

" I'll teach thee that secret," said Ursel. " I would I could as easily un- 
lock each bolt that withholds us from the open air ; but, as for thy seolu- 
sion within the dungeon, heave up the door by mmn strength, and thou 
shalt lift the looks to a place where, pushing then (he door from thee, the 
fastenings will find a grooved passage in the wail, and the door itself will 
open. Would that I could indeed see thee, not only because, being a gal- 
lant man, thou must be a goodly sight, but also because I should thereby 
know that I was not caverned in darkness for ever." 

While he spoke thus, the Count made a bundle of his armour, from which 
he missed nothing except hb sword, Tranohefer, and then proceeded to try 
what efforts ha could make, according to the blind man's instructions, to 
open the door of his prison-house. Pushing in a direct line was, he soon 
found, attended with no effect; but when he applied his gigantio strength, 
and raised the door as high as it would go, he had the satisfaction to find 
that the bolts yielded, though reluctantly. , A space had been cut so as to 
allow them to move out of the socket into which they had been forced ; and 
without the turn of a key, but by a powerful thrust forwards, a small pas- 
sage was left open. The knight entered, bearing his armour in his hand. 

"I hear thee," said 0rsel, "0 stranger I and am aware thou art come 
into my place of captivity. For three years have I been emploi^ed in cut- 
ting these grooves, corresponding to the sockets which hold these iron bolts, 
and preserving the knowledge of the secret from the prison-keepers. Twenty 
suah bolts, perhaps, must bo sawn through, ere my steps shall approach 
the upper air. What prospect is there that I shall have strength of mind 
Euffiaient to continue the task? Yet, credit me, noble etranger, I rejoice in 
having been thus far aiding to thy deliverance ; for if Heaven blesses not, 
in any farther degree, oar aspirations aft«r freedom, we may still be a com- 
fort to each other, while tyranny permits our mutual life." 

Count Robert looked around, and shuddered that a human being should 
talk of any thing approaching to comfort, connected with his residence ia 
what seemed a living tomb. Ursei's dungeon was not above twelve feet 
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square, vaulted in the roof, aad Btronglj tuilt in the walls by stones ■which 
the chisel hnd morticed closely together. A bed, a coarse footstool, like 
that which Robert bad just launched at the head of the tiger, and a table 
cf equally massive materiala, were its only articles of furniture. On a long 
atone, ahove the bed, were these few, but terrible worda ; — Zodakias Ureel, 

imprisoned here on the Ides of Mai-ch, a.d. . Died and interred on the 

spot" — A blank was left for filling up the period. The figure of the cap- 
tive ooald hardly be discerned amiifthe wildness of his dress and dishabille. 
The hair of his head, uncut and uncombed, descended in elf-locks, and 
mingled with a beard of eitraTagant length. 

" Look on mo," said the captive, " and rejoice that thou canst yet see the 
wretched condition t« which iron-hearted tyranny can reduce a fellow- 
creature, both in mortal eslstenoe and in future hope." 

"Was it thou," said Count Robert, whose blood ran cold in his veins, 
" that hadst the heart to spend thy time in sawing through the blocks of 
stone by which these bolts are secured J" 

" Alas I" said Ursel, " what could a blind man do ? Busy I must be, if 
1 would preserve my senses. Great as the labour was, it was to me the task 
of three years ; nor can you wonder that I should have devoted to it my 
whole time, when I had no other means of occupying it, Perhapa, and 
most likely, my dungeon does not admit the distinction of day and night; 
but a distant cathedral clock told me how hoar after hour fled away, and 
found me expending them in cubbing one stone against another. But when 
the door gave way, I found I had only cut an access into a prison more 
strong than that which held me. I rejoice, nevertheless, since it has brought 
ua together, given thee an entrance to my dungeon, aad me a companion in 
my misery." 

" Think bettor than that," said Count Robert, "think of liberty — think 
of revengel I cannot believe such unjust treachery will end successfully, 
else needs must I aay, the heavens are less just than priests tell us of. 
How art thou supplied with food in this dungeon of thine?" 

" A warder," said Ursel, " and who, I think, understands not the Greek 
language — at least he never either answers or addresses me — brings a loaf 
and a pitcher of water, enough to supply my miserable life till two days 

are past. I must, therefore, pray that you w:" "■^''■'■ f-^" ■> -"'- '^^^ 

next prison, so that the warder may have n 
can hold correspondence together." 

" I see not," said Count Robert, " by what access the barbarian, if he is 
one, can entor my dungeon without passing through yours ; but no matter, 
I will retire inlfl the inner or outor room, whichever it happens to. be, and 
be thou then well aware that the warder will have some one to grapple 
with ere he leaves his prison-work to-day. Meanwhile, think thyself dumb 
as thou art blind, and be assured that the offer of freedom iteelf would not 
induce me to desert the cause of a companion in adversity." 

" Alaa," said the old man, " I listen to thy promises as I should to those 
of the morning gale, which tells me that the sun is about to rise, although 
I know that I at least shall never behold it. Thou art one of those wild and 
undespairing knights, whom for so many years the west of Europe hath 
sent forth to attempt impossibilities, and from thee, therefore, I can only 
hope for such a fabric of relief as an idle boy would blow out of soap 
bubbles." 

" Think better of ua, old man," said Count Eobert, retiring ; " at least 
let me die with my blood warm, and believing it possible for me to be once 
more united to my beloved Brenhilda." 

So saying, be retired into his own cell, and replaced the door, bo that the 
operations of UrseJ, which indeed were only such as three years' solitude 
could have achieved, should escape observation when again visited by the 
warder. " It is ill luck," said he,' when oaca more within his own prison — ■ 
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for that in whieh the tiger had been secured, he inBtinotively oonoluded to 
be destined for him — "It is ill luck that I had not found a jount^ and able 
fcllow-oaptive, inBtead of one decrepit by impriBonment, blind, and broken 
down past exertion. Bat God's will ba done 1 I will not leaye behind mo 
the poor wrotoh whom I have found in such a condition, though ho ia per- 
fectly unable to aasist me in aocomplishing my escape, and ia rather more 
likely to retard it. Meantime, before we put out the torch, let us see, if, 
by olose esamination, we can disooTer any door in the wall save that to the 
blind man's dungeon. If not, I much suspect that my descent has been 
raside through the roof. That cup of wine — that Muse, as they called it, 
hsid a taste more like medicine than merry companions' pledge." 

Ha began accordingly a strict survev of the walls, which lie resolved to 
conclude by extinguishing the torch, that he might take the person who 
should enter his dungeon darkling and by surprise. For a similar reason, 
he dragged into the darkest comer the carcass of the tiger, and covered it 
with the remains of the bed-clothes, swearing at the same time, that & half 
tiger should ba his crast in future, if he had the fortune, which his bold 
heiirt would not suffer him to doubt, of getting through the present danger. 
"But," he added, "if these necromantic vassais of hell shall raise the 
devil upon me, what shall I do then? And so groat is the chance, that 
mcthiuks I would fain dispense with extinguishing the flambeau. Yet it ia 
childish for one dubbed in the chapel of Our Lady of the Broken Lances, 
to make much difference between a light room and a dark one. Let them 
come, as many fiends as the cell can hold, and we shall see if we receive 
them not as becomes a Christian knight; and surely. Our Lady, to whom 
I was ever a true votary, will hold it an acceptable sacrifice that I tore 
myself from my Brenhilda, even for a single moment, in honour of her 
advent, and thus led the way for cur woful separation. Fiends ! I defy ja 
in the body as in the spirit, and I retain the remains of this flambeau until 
some more convenient opportunitj^." He dashed it against the wall as he 
spoke, and then quietly sat down in a corner, to watch what should nest 

Thought after thought chased each other through his mind. His confi- 
dence in his wife's fidelity, and his trust in her uncommon strength and 
activity, were the greatest comforts which he had ; nor could her danger 
present itself to him in any shape so terrible, but that he found consolation 
in these reflections ; " She is pure," he said, " as the dew of heaven, and 
heaven will not abandon its own." 



(gjjnptEr tjii: liihtntji. 



ConKT EoBEGT OF Paris having ensconced himself behind the ruins of 
the bed, 'so that he could not well be observed, unless a strong light was at 
oncQ tlung upon the place of his retreat, wtuted with anxiety how and in 
what manner the warder of the dungeon, charged with the task of bringing 
food to the prisoners, should make himself visible; nor was it long ere 
symptoms of his approach beg^iti to be heard and observed. 
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A liglit was partially seen, as from a trap-door opening in tbe roof, and 
a ToicE was heard to utf«r these words in Anglo-Saxon, "Leap, sirrah; 
come, no delay ; leap, my good Sylvan, ahow your honour's activity." A 
stranga chuckling hoai'se voice, in a language totally unintelligible to 
Count Kobert, waa hoard to respond, ae if disputing the orders whiob wero 
received, 

"What, sir," said his companion, "you must contest the point, must jou? 
Kay, if thou art so lazy, I must give your honour a ladder, and perhaps a 
kick to hasten your journey." Something then, of vary great size, in the 
form of a human being, jumped down from the trap-door, though the height 
might be above fourteen feet. This fiaura was gigantic, being upwards of 
seven feet high. In its left hand it held a torch, and in its right a skein of 
flae silk, which unwinding itself as it descended, remained unbroken, 
though it was easy to conceive it could not have afforded a creature so 
large any support in his descent from the roof. He alighted with perfect 
safety and activity upon his feet, and, as if rebounding from the floor, he 
sprung upwards again, so as almost to touch the roof, in this last gambaud 
the torch which he bore was extinguished ; but this extraordinary warder 
whirled it round his head with infinite velocity, so that it again ignited. 
The bearer, who appeared to intend the accomplishment of this object, 
endeavoured to satisfy himself that it was really attained by approaching, 
as if . cautiously, its loft hand to the flame of the torch. This practical 
experiment seemed attended with consequences which the creature had not 
expected, for it howled with pain, shaking the burnt hand, and chattering 
as if bemoaning itself. 

" Take heed there, Sylvanus !" siud the same voice in Anglo-Saxon, and 
in a tone of rebuke. "Ho, there I mind thy duty. Sylvan I Carry food to 
the blind man, and stand not there to play thyself lest 1 trust thee not 
again alone on such an errand!" 

The'ereature — for it would have been rash to have termed itaman — 
turning its eye upwards to the place from whence the voice came, answered 
with a dreadful grin and shaking of its fist, yet presently began to undo a 
parcel, and rummage in the pockets of a sort of jerkin and pantaloons 
which it wore, seeking, it appeared, a bunch of keys, which at length it 
produced, while it took from the pocket a loaf of bread. Heating tbe stone 
of the wail, it affixed the torch to it by a piece of was, and then cautiously 
looked out for the entrance to the old man's dungeon, which it opened with 
a key selected from the bunch. Within the passage it eeemed to look for 
and discover the handle of a pump, at which it filled a pitcher that it boi'e, 
and bringing back the fragments of the former loaf, and remains of the 
piteher of water, it ate a litUe, as if it were in sport, and very soon making 
a frightful grimace, flung the fragments away. The Count of Paris, in the 
meanwhile, watched anxiously the proceedings of this unknown animal. 
His &tat thought was, that the creature, whose limbs were so much lai'ger 
than humanity, whoso grimaces were so frightful, and whose activity seemed 
supernatural, could be no other than the Devil himself, or some of his imps, 
whose situation and office in those gloomy re^ons seemed by no means hard 
to conjecture. The human voice, however, which he had heard, was less 
that of a neororaancer conjuring a fiend than that of a person giving com- 
mands to a wild animal, over whom he had, by ti'aining, obtained u great 
Buperiorilj. 

"A shame on it," said the Count, "if I suffer a common jackanapes, — . 
for such 1 take this devil-seeming beast to be, although twice as large aa 
any of its fellows whom I have ever seen, — to throw an obstacle in the way 
of mj obtaining daylight and freedom 1 Let us but watch, and the chanca 
is that we make that furry gentleman our guide to the upper regions." 

Meantime the creature, which rummaged about everywhere, at length 
discovered the body of the tiger, — touched it, stirred it, with many strange 
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motions, and seemed to lament and wonder at its daath. At once it seemed 
sEruek with the idea that some ona must have slain it, and Count Robert 
had the mortification to see it once more select the koj, and spring towards 
the door of UrBere prison with such alacrity, that had its intention been to 
strangle him, it would have accomplished ita purpose before the interference 
of Count Robert could have prevented ita revenge taking place. Appa- 
rently, however, U reflected, that for reasons which aeemed aatiafactory, 
the death of the tiger could not be caused by the unfortunate Ursel, bnt 
had been aocompliahed by some one concealed within the outer prison. 

Slowly grnmbling, therefore, and chattering to itself, and jweping anx- 
ionaly into every corner, the tremendous creature, so like yet so very unlite 
to the human form, came stealing along the walls, moving whatever he 
thought could seolude a man from his observation, Ita extended legs and 
arms were protruded forward with great strides, and ila sharp eyes, on the 
watch to discover the object of its search, kept prying, with the assistance 
of the torch, into every corner. ^ 

Considering the vicinity of Alexius's collection of animals, the reader, by 
this time, can have littls doubt that the creature in question, whose appear- 
ance seemed to the Count of Paris so very problematical, was a specimen, 
of that gigantic speoiea of ape— if it is not indeed some animal more nearly 
allied to oursolveB — to which, I believe, naturalists have given the name of 
the Ourang Ontang. Thie creature differs from the rest of its fraternity, ia 
being comparatively mora docile and serviceable ; and though poasesaing 
the power of imitation whioh is common to the whole race, yet making use 
of it leas in mere mockery, than in the deaire of improvement and instruc- 
tion perfectly unknown to bis brethren. The aptitude which it possesses 
of acquiring informalion, is surprisingly greatj and probably, if placed in 
a favourable situation, it might admit of being domesticated in a con< 
siderable degree ; but Bueh advantages the ardour of aoientifio curiosity has 
never afforded this creature. The last wo have heard of was seen, we 
boliave, in the Island of Sumatra — it was of great size and strength, and 
upwards of seven feet high. It died defending desperately its innocent life 
against a party of Europeans, who, wo cannot help thinking, might have 
better employed the superiority which their knowledge gave them over the 
poor native of the forest. It was probably this creature, seldom seen, but 
whan once seen never forgotten, which occasioned the ancient belief in the 
god Pan, with hia sylvans and satyrs. Nay, but for the gift of speech, 
which we cannot suppose any of the family to have attained, we should 
hsve believed the satyr seen by St. Anthony in the desert to have belonged 
to this tribe. 

We can, therefore, the more easily credit the annals which attest that 
the collection of natural history belonging to Alexius Comneuus, preserved 
an animal of this kind, which bad been domesticated and reclaimed to a 
surprising extent, and showed a degree of intelligence never perhaps to be 
attained in any other case. Theae explanations being premised, we return 
to the thread of our story. 

The animal advanced with long noiseless steps ; its shadow on the wall, 
when it held the torch so as to make it visible to the Frank, forming another 
fiend-resembling mimicry of its own large figure and extravagant-looking 
members. Count Robert remained in his lurking hole, in no hurry to begin, 
a strife, of which it was impossible to foretell iJie end. In the meantime, 
the man of the woods came nigh, and every step by which he approached, 
caused the Count's heart to vibrato almost audibly, at the idea of meeting 
danger of a nature so strange and new. At length the creature approached 
the bed — his hideous eyes were fixed on those of the Count ; and, as much, 
surprised at seeing him as Robert was at the meeting, he skipped about 
fifteen psces backwards at one spring, with a cry of instinctive terror, and 
then advanced on tiptoe, holding his torch as far forward as he could, ba* 
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twBen him and the object of his fea,i-a, as if to examine him at the safest 

EDsaible distance. Count Robert caught up a fragment of the bedstead, 
irge enough to form a sort of club, with which he menaced the native of 
the wilds. 

Apparently this poor creature's education, like education of most kinds, 
had not been acquired without blows, of which the recolleotion was as fresh 
as that of the lessons which they enforced. Sir Eobert of Paris was a man 
at once to discover and to avail himself of the advantage obtained by finding 
that he possessed a degree of asoendaacy over his enemy, which he bad not 
Buspeoted. He erected his warlike figure, assumed a step as if triumphant 
in Uie lists, aiid advanced threatening his enemy with his club, as he would 
have menaced his antagonist with the redoutable Tranchefer, The man of 
the woods, oa the other hand, obviouslygave way, and converted .his cautious 
advance into a retreat no less cautious. Yet apparently the creature had 
not renounced some plan of resistance ; he chattered in an angry and hostile 
tone, held out his torch in opposition, and seemed about to strike tlie cru- 
sader with it. Oount Robert, however, determined to take his opponent at 
advantage, while his fears influenced him, and for this purpose resolved, if 
possible, to deprive him of his natural superiority in strength and agility, 
which his singular form showed he could not but possess over the human 
species. A master of hia weapon, therefore, the Count menaced his savage 
antagonist with a stroke on the right side of his head, hut suddenly averts 
ing the blow, struck him with his wbola force on the left temple, and in an 
instant was kneeling above him, when, drawing his dagger, he was about 
to deprive Jiim of life. 

The Ourang Outang, ignorant of the nature of this new weapon with 
which he was thi'eatened, attempted at one and the same moment, to rise 
from the ground, overthrow his antagonist, and wrench the dagger from 
his grasp. In tlie first attempt, he would probably have succeeded ; and 
as it was, he gained his knees, and seemed hkely to prevail in the struggle, 
when he became sensible that the knight, drawing his poniard sharply 
through his gi'asp, had cut his paw severely, and seeing him aim the 
trenchant weapon at his throat, became probably aware that his enemy had 
his life at command. He suffered himself to be borne backwards without 
further resistance, \TitIi Oj deep wailing and melancholy cry, having in it 
something human, which excited compassion. He covered his eyes with 
the unwouaded bond, as if he would have hid from his own sight the death 
which seemed approaching him. 

Count Robert, notwithstanding his military frenzy, was, in ordinary 
matters, a calm-tempered and mtid man, and particularly benevolent to the 
lower classes of creation. The thought rushed through his mind, " Why 
take from this unfortunate monster the breath which is in its nostrils, after 
which it cannot know another existence! And then, may it not be some 
prince or knight changed to this grotesque shape, that it may help to guard 
these vaults, and the wonderful adventures that attach to them J Should I 
not, then, be guilty of a crime by slaving him, when he has rendered him- 
self, rescue or no rescue, which he has done as completely as his trans- 
formed figure permits ; and if he be aotuaily a bestial creature, may he not 
have some touch of j^ratitude ! I have heard the minstrels sing the lay of 
Androcles and, the Lion. I will be on my guard with him," 

So saying, he rose from above the man of the woods, and permitted him 
also to arise. The creature seemed sensible of the clemency, for he muttered 
in a low and supplicating tone, which seemed at onee lo orave for meroy, 
aii4 to return thanlw for what he had already experienced. He wept too, 
as he saw the blood dropping from his.wonnd, and with an anxious counte- 
nance, which had more of the human now that it was composed into an 
expression of pain and melancholy, seemed to await in terror the doom of 
a heing more powerful than himself. 
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The pooket whieh the knight -vrore under bis armour, capahla of eontain- 
ing hut few thinga, had, however, boIiib yulnerarj halaam, for which its 
owner had often occasion, a, little lint, and a small roll of linon ; theae ths 
knight t<Kik out, and motioned to the animal to hold forth hia wounded 
hand. The maa of the woods obeyed with hesitation and reluctance, and 
Count Rohert applied the halsam and the dressings, acquainting his patient, 
at the same time, in a sevei-e tone of roioe, that perhaps he did wrong in 
putting to hia use a halsam eompoanded for the service of the noblest 
knights ; but that, if he saw the least sign of his making an ungrateful 
use of the benefit he had conferred, he would bury the dagger, of wnich he 
had felt the efficacy, to the very handle, in his hoay. 

The Sylvan looked fixedly upon Count Robert, almost as if he understood 
the language used to him, and, making one of its native murmurs, it 
Bb3oped to the earth, kissed the feet of the knight, and embracing his knees, 
seemed to swear to him eternal gratitude and fidelity. Accordingly, when 
the Count retired to the bed and assumed his armour, t» await the re-open- 
ing of the trap-door, the anima! sat down by his side, directing its eyes in 
the line with his, and seemed quietly to wait till the door should open. 

After waiting about an hour, a slight noise was heard in the upper 
chamber, and the wild man plucked the Frank hy the cloak, as if to call 
his attention to what was about to happen. The same voice which had 
before spoken, was, after a whistle or two, heai'd to call, " Sylvan, Sylvan ! 
where loiterest tJiou ? Come instantly, or, by the rood, thou shalt abye thy 

The poor monster, as Trinculo might have called him, seemed perfectly 
aware of the meaning of this threat, and showed his sense of it by pressing 
close to the side of Count Robert, making at the same time a kind of 
whining, entreating, it would seem, the knight's protection. Torgetting 
the great improbability there was, even in his own opinion, that the creature 
could underetand him, Count Robert said, "Why, my friend, thou hast 
already learned the principal court prater of this country, by which men 
entreat permission to speak and live. Fear nothing, poor creature — I am 
thy protector." 

" Sylvan 1 what, ho I" said the voice again ; " whom hast thou got for a 
companion? — some of the fiends, or chosta of murdered men, who they say 
are frequent in these dungeousf or dost thou converse with tho old blind 
rebel Grecian t — or, finally, is it true what men say of thee, that thou canst 
talk iatelligihly when thou wilt, and only gibherest and chatterest for fear 
thou art sent to work ? Come, thou lazy rascal 1 thou shalt have tho advan- 
tage of the ladder to ascend by, though thou needest it no more than a daw 
to ascend the steeple of the Cathedral of St. Sophia.* Come along then," 
ho said, putting a ladder down the trap-door, " and put me not to the trouble 
of descending to fetch thee, else, hy St."Swithin, it shall be the worse for 
thee. Come along, therefore, like a good fellow, and for once I shall spare 
the whip." 

The animal, apparently, was moved by this rhetoric, for, with a doleful 
look, which Count Robert saw by means of the nearly eatineuiahed torch, 
he seemed to bid him farewell, and to creep away towards the ladder with 
the same ejcellent good-will wherewith a condemned criminal performs the 
like evolution. But no sooner did the Count look angry, and shake tho 
formidable dagger, than the intelligent animal seemed at once to take hia 
resolution, and clenching his hands firmly together in the fashion of one 
who has made up his mind, he returned from the ladder's foot, and drew up 
behind Count Robert, — with the air, however, of a deserter, who feels him- 
self but little at home when called into the field agwnst his anoient com- 
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In ft ehort time the warder's patience wqb cshaueted, and dsspairing of 
tfie Sylvan's voluntary return, he resolved to descend in quest of him. 
Down the ladder he carae, a bundle of keya in one band, tbe other asaietiag 
his deeceat, and a sort of dark lantern, ■whose bottom was so fashioned that 
he could wear it upon his head like a bat. He had scarce etept on the floor, 
when he was Eurroiinded by the nervous arms of the Count of Paris. At 
first the warder's idea was, that he was seized by the recusant Sylvan. 
" How now, villain I" he said ; " let me go, or thou ehitlt die the death." 
" Thou diest thyself," said the Count, who, between the surprise and hia 
own skill in %7restling, felt fullj his advantage in the struggle. 

" Treason ! treason I" cried the warder, hearing by the Toioe that a 
Biranger had mingled in the contest ; " help, ho ! above there I help, Here- 
ward — Varangian 1 — Anglo-Saxon, or whatever accursed name thou oallesfc 
thyself!" 

While he spoke thus, the irresistible grasp of Coant Robert seized hia 
throat, and choked his utterance. They fell neavily, the jailor undermost, 
upon the floor of the dungeon, and Robert of Paris, the necessity of whose 
case eicused the aotion, plunged his dagger in the throat of tlie unfortunate. 
Just as he did so, a noise of armour was heard, and, rattling down the 
ladder, our acquaintance Hereward stood on the floor of the dungeon. The 
light, which had roUed from the head of the warder, continued to show him 
streaming with blood, and in the death-grasp of a stranger. Hereward 
hesitated not to fiy to his assistance, and, seizing upon the Count of Paris 
at fhe same advantage which that knight had gained over his own adversary 
a moment before, held him forcibly down with his face to the earth. 

Count Robert was one of the sti'ongest men of that military age ; but 
then so was the Varangian ; and save that the latter had obtained a decided 
advantage by having his antagonist beneath him, it could not certainly have 
been conjeetored which way the combat was to go. 

"Tiela, as your own jargon goes, rescue or no rescue," said the Varan- 
gian, " or die on the point of my dagger I" 

" A Trench Count never yields," answered Eohert, who began to con- 
jecture with what sort of person he was engaged, " above all to a vagabond 
slave like thee !" With this he made an effort to rise, so sudden, so strong, 
BO«oworfa), that he had almost freed himself from tho Varangian's grasp, 
had not Hereward, by a violent exertion of his ^eat strength, preserved 
the advantage hehad^ined, and raised his poniard to end the strife for 
ever ; but a loud chuckling laugh of an unearthly sound was at this instant 
heard. The Varangian's extended arm was seized with vigour, while a 
rough arm embracing his throat, turned him over on his back, and gave the 
Trench Count an opporfnnity of sprinsiDg up. 

" Death to thee, wretch !" siud the Varangian, eoarce knowing whom he 
threatened ; but the man of the woods apparently had an awful recollection 
of the prowess of human beings. He fled, therefore, swiftly up the ladder, 
and left Hereward and his deliverer to fight it out with what success chance 
might determine between them. 

The circumstances seemed to argue a desperate combat; both were tall, 
strong, and courageous, both had defensive armour, and the fatal and 
desperate poniard was their only offensive weapon. They paused facing 
each other, and eaamlned eagerly into their respective means of defence 
before hazarding a blow, which, if it missed, its attaint would certainly bo 
fatally requited. During this deadly pause, a gleam shone from the trap- 
door above, as the wild and alarmed visage of the man of the woods was 
seen peering down by the light of a newly kindled torch whioh he held as 
low into the dungeon as be well could. 

" Fight bravely, comrade," said Count Kobert of Paris, " for we no longer 
battle in private ; this respectablo person having chosen to constitute him- 
self judge of the field." 
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Ilaiardous aa hia BituatioD was, the Yarangiaa looked up, and was so 
struck with the wild and teiTified espression which the creature had 
assumed, and the strife between euriosity and terror which its grotesque 
features exhibited, that he could not help burating into a fit of laughter, 

" Sylvan is among those," said Heteward, " who would rather hold the 
oandje to a dance 80 formidable than join in it himself." 

"la there then," said Count Robert, "any absolute necessity that thoa 
and I perform this dance at all?" 

" None but onr own pleasdre," answered Hereward ; " for I suspect there 
is not between ua any legitimate cause of quarrel demanding to be fought 
out in such a place, and before such a spectator. Thou art, if I mistake 
not, the bold Frank, who was yesternight iraprisoned in this place with a 
tiger, chained within no distant spring of his bed I" 

"I am," answered the Count. 

" And where is the animal who was opposed to thee ?" 

" He lies yonder," answered the Count, " never again to he tho otjoct of 
more terror than the deer whom he may have preyed on in his day." Ha 
pointed to the body of the tiger, -whioli Hereward examined by the light of 
the dark lantern already mentioned. 

" And this, then, was thy handiwork V swd the wondering Anglo-Sason. 

" Sooth to say it was," answered the Count, with iadifferenoe. 

"And thou hast slain my comrade of this strange watch?" said the Va- 

" Mortally wounded him at tho least," said Count Robert. 

" With your patience, I will be beholden to you for a moment's truce, 
while I esamine his wound," said Hereward. 

" Assuredly," answered the Count ; " blighted be the arm which strikes 
a f(jnl blow at an open antagonist!" 

Without demanding further security, the Varangian quitted his posture 
of defence and precaution, and set himself, by the assistance of the dark 
lauteru, to examine the wound of tbe first warder who appeared on tho field, 
ivho seemed, by his Roman military dress, to be a soldier of the bands 
called Immortals, He found him in the death-agony, but still able to speak. 

" So, Varangian, thou art come at last,— -and is it to thy sloth or treachery 
that I am to impute my fate? — Nay, answer me noti — The stranger struck 
me over the collar-bone — had we lived long together, or met often, I had 
done the like by thee, to wipe out the memory ofcertain transactions at the 
Golden Gate. — I know the use of the knife too well to doubt the eflect of a 
blow lumed over the collar-bone by so strong a band— I feel it coming. The 
Immortal, so called, becomes now, if priests say true, on immortal indeed, 
and Sebastes of Mytilene's bow is broken ere his quiver is half emptied." 

The robber Greek sunk back in Hereward's arms, and closed his life with 
a g!-oan, which was the last sound he uttered. The Varangian laid the body 
at length on the dungeon floor. 

" This is a perplexed matter," — he aaid ; "lam certainly not called upon 
to put to death a brave man, although my national enemy, because he hath 
killed a miscreant' who was privately meditating my own murder. Neither 
is this a place or a light by which to fight as becomes the champions of 
two nations. Lot that quarrel be still for the present, — How say you then, , 
noble eir, if we adjourn the present dispute till we effect your deliverance 
from the dungeons of the Blaoquernal, and your restoration to your own 
friends and followers? If a poor Varangian should be of service to you in 
r, would you, when it was settled, refuse to meet him in fair fight, 
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' said Count Robert, "whether ii-iend or enemy, thou wilt extend 

thy assistance to my wife, who is also imprisoned somewhere in this inhos- 
pitable palace, be assured, that whatever be thy rank, whatever be thy coun- 
try, whatever bo thy condition, Robert of Paris will, at thy choice, proffer 
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thee his right hand in friendsliip, or raise it against thee in fair and manly 
battle — a strife not of hatred, but of honour and esteem ; and this I vow 
by the soul of Charlemagne, my ancestor, and hy the ahrine of my patroness, 
Our Lady of the Broken Lances." 

" Enough 6!tid," replied Heroivard. "I am as much bound to the aesist- 
anoe of jour Lady Countess, being a poor exile, as if I were the first in 
the ranks of chivalry; for if any thing can make the cause of worth and 
bravery yet more obligatory, it must be its being united with, that of a help- 
less and suffering female." 

" 1 ought," said Count Robert, "to be here silent, without loading thy 
generosity with farther requests ; yet thou art a man, whom, if fortune haa 
not smiled at thy birth, by ordaining thee to be born within the ranks of 
noblease and knighthood, yet Providence hath done thee more justice by 



these dungeons, for I cannot say he lives — a blind old man, to whom for 
three years eyery thing beyond his prison has been » universal blot. His 
food is bread and water, his intercourse limited to the conversation of a 
sullen warder, and if death can ever come as a deliverer, it must be to tiiis 
dark old man. What sayat thou f Shall he, so unutterably miserable, not 
profit by perhaps the only opportunity of freedom that may ever occur to 
him ?" 

"By St. Dunstan," answered the Varatigian, "thou keepest over truly 
the oath thou hast taken as a redresser of wrongs ! Thine own case is well- 
nigh desperate, and thou art willing to iliake it utterly so by uniting with it 
that of every unhappy person whom fate throws in thy way I" 

" The more of human misery we attempt to relieve," said Robert of Paris, 
" the more we shall carry with us the blessing of our merciful saints, and 
Our Lady of the Broken Lances, who views with so much pain every species 
of human suffering or misfortune, eave that which oocure within the en- 
closure of the lists. But come, valiant Anglo-Sason, resolve me on my 
request as speedily as thou canst. There is something in thy face of oan- 
donr as well as sense, and it is with no small confidence that I desire to see 
ns set forth in quest of my beloved Countess, who, when her deliverance is 
once achieved, will be a powerful aid to us in recovering that of others." 

" So be it, then," said the Varangian ; " we will proceed in quest of the 
Countess Brenhilda ; and if, on recovoring her, we find ourselves strong 
enough to procure the freedom of the dark old man, my cowardice, or want 
ef oompassionj shall never stop the attempt." 



Clmjttlt iljE lEDEntEEHtl;. 



About noon of the same day, Agelastes met vrith Achilles Tatius, the 
commander of the Varangian guard, in those ruins of the Egyptian temple 
in which we formerly mentioned Hereward having had an interview with 
the philosopher. They met, as it seemed, in a very different humour. 
Tatius was gloomy, melancholy, and downcast ; while the philosopher main. 
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twn d the aim od fferenoe whioh procured for him, and in some sort 
dese d tl a ttle f the Elephant. "Thou blenohest, Achilles Tatius," 
said th ph 1 ph " now that thou hast franklj opposed thjself to all 
the d ng wh h tood hetween thee and grentnees. Thou art like the 
idle h J wh tu n d the mill-stream upon the machine, and that done, 
instead of making a proper use f t w t fid t g it in motion." 

"Thou dost me -wYong, A^ela te w d tl A lyt , "foul wrong; 

I am hut like the mariner, who I h ch d te nj dp hia Toyago, yet 
cannot forbear a sorrowing glan t th b b f h parts with it, it 
may he, for ever." 

" It may have been right tothkfth T"ti. J valiant Tatius, 

when I tell you the account eh Id h b m d p before ; and the 
grandson of Alguric the Hun ou ht t 1 p t d h noes and conse- 

queuoes ere ha stretched his hand to his master a diadem." 

"liuEhl for Heaven's sake," said Tatius, looking round; "that, thou 
kaowest, is a secret between our two selvea ; for if Nicephoius, the Cjeaar, 
should learn it, where were we and our conspiracy?" 

"Our bodies on the gibbet, probably," answered Agelastos, "and our 
Boula diTorced from them, and m the way of disooToring the secrets which 
thou hast hitherto taken upon truat." 

" Well," said Achilles, " and should not the oonsdouaness of the posai- 
bility of this fate render us cautious?" 

" Cautioua m^t, if jou will," answered Agelastea, " but not timid 
children," 

" Stone walls can hear,"— said the follower, lowering his voice. " Diony- 
BiuB the tyrant, I have read, had an ear which conveyed to Mm fie aecreta 
spoken within his atate-prison at Syracuse." 

"And that Ear is still stationary at Syracuse," said the philosopher. 
"Tell me, my most simple friend, art thou afraid it has been transported 
hither in one night, as the Latins believe of Our Lady's house of Loretto 1" 

" No;" aoswered Achilles, " but in an affair so important too much caution 
cannot he used." 

"Well, thou moat cautious of candidates for empire, and most cold of 
military leaders, know that the Ctesar, deeming, I think, that thera is no 
chance of the empire falling to any one but himself, hath taken in his head 
to consider his succession to Aleiiua as a matter of course, whenever the 
election takes place. In conaequence, as matters of course are usually 
matters of indifference, he has left all thoughts of securing bis interest upon 
this material occasion to thee and to me, while the foolisli voluptuary hath 
himself run mad — forwhat think you? Something between man and woman 
— female in her lineaments, her hmba, and a part at least of her garments ; 
but, so help me St, George, moat masculine in the rest of her attire, in her 
propenaitias, and in her esercises." 

" The Amazonian wife, thou meanest," said AchOles, " of that iron-handed 
Prank, who dashed to pieces laat night the golden lion of Solomon with a 
blow of hia fist? BySt. Georgo, the least which can come of such an amour 
ia broken bonea." 

" That," said Agolastes, "is not quite so improbable aa that Dionysiua's 
Ear should fly hither from Syracuse in a single night; but he is presump- 
tuouB in respect of the influence which his supposed good looks have gained 
him among the Grecian damea." 

" He was too presumptuous, I suppose," said Achilles Tatius, " to make a 
proper allowance for his situation as Ceesar, and the proapeot of his being 
Emperor." 

"Meantime," said Agelastes, "I have promised him an interview with 
his Bradamante, who may perhaps reward his tender epithets of Zoe kai 
psyche* by divorcing his amorous soul from his unrivalled person." 
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" MeaDtime," said the Follower, " thou obt^neat, I conoluda, euoIi orders 
snd ■warrnnts as the CsEBar can glre for the furtheracee of oor plot?" 

" ABBuredly," said Agelastea, " it is an opportunity not to be losL This 
love fit, or mad fit, has olinded him ; and without exciting too much atten- 
ijon to the progress of the plot, we oan thus in safety oonduot matters our 
own way, without causing malevolent remarks ; and though I am conscioaa 
that, in doing so, I act somewhat at variance with my age and charaotei", yet 
the end being to convert a worthy Follower into an Imperial Leader, I shame 
nie not in procuring that interview with the lady, of which the Cfesar, as 
they term him, is bo desirous. — What progress, meanwhile, hast thou made 
with the Varangians, who are, in respect of exeoution, the very arm of our 

"Scarce so good as I could wish," said Achilles Tatiua; "yet I have made 
sure of some two or three score of those whom I found most accessible ; nor 
have I any douht, that when the Csesar is set aside, their cry will be for 
Achilles Tatius." 

" And what of the gallant who assisted at our prelections t" said Agelas- 
tes ; " your Edward, as Alexius termed him ?" 

" I have made no impression apon him," said the Follower ; " and I am 
Borry for it, for he is one whom his comrades think well of, and would gladly 
follow. Meantime I have placed him as an additional sentinel upon the 
iroa-wjtted Count of Paris, whom, both having an inveterate love of battle, 
he is very likely to put to death ; and if it is afterwartla challenged by the 
crusaders as a cause of war, it is only delivering np the Varangian, whose 
petBonal hatred will needs be represented as having oooaBionea the catas- 
trophe. All this being prepared beforehand, how and when shall we deal 
w'th th Emp ?" 

F fl t d A laates, " we must consult the Csesar, who, although 

i happ n of to-day is not more certain than the state prefer- 
1 pe t to-morrow, and although his ideas are much more 
an ly fi d pon h a success with this said Countess than his succession 

t th m| w II 'ertbeless, expect to be treated as the head of the 
nt p f a 1 ttting the latter. But, to speak my opinion, valiant 
T t to-m w w 11 be the last day that Alexius shall hold the reins of 
empire. 

" Let me know for certain," said the Follower, " as soon as thon canst, 
that I may warn our brethren, who are to have in readiness the insurgent 
citizens, and those of the Immortals who are combined with us, in the neigh- 
bourhood of the court, and in readiness to act — And, above all, that I may 
disperse upon distant guru'ds suoh Varangians as I cannot trust." 

" Kely upon me," said Agelastes, "for the most accurate information 
and inetructions, bo soon as I have seen Nicepborus Brienniua. One 
word permit me to ask — in what manner is the wife of the Ceesar to be 
disposed of!" 

" Somewhere," said the Follower, "where I can never be compelled ta 
hear more of her history, "Were it not for that nightly pest of her lectures, 
I could be good-naturod enough to take care of her dostiuy myself, and 
toaoh her the diflerenco betwixt a real emperor and this Brienniua, who 
thinks so much of himself." So saying, they separated ; the Follower 
elated in look and manner considerably above what ho had been when 
thev met. ■ 

Agelastes looked after his companion with a scornful laugh. " There," 
he said, "goes a fool, whose lack of senao prevents his eyes from being 
dazzled by the torch which cannot fail to consume them. A half-bred, half- 
acting, half-thinking, half-daring caitiff, whose poorest thoughfa — and those 
which deserve that name must be poor indeed — are not the produce of his 
own understanding. He expects to circumvent the fiery, haughty, and 
proud Kicephoi'ua Briennius ! If he does bo, it will not be by his own policy, 
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and still less by his vsilotir. Nor shall Anna Comnena, the soul of wit and 
genius, be chained to suoh an nnimaginative log as yonder half-barbarian. 
No — she shall have a husband of pure Grecian estraotion, and well stored 
ivith that learning which was studied when Rome was great, and Greeoa 
illustrious. Nor will it bo the least eharm of the Imperial throne, that it ia 
partaken by a partner whose personal etudioa have taught her to esteem and 
Taluo those of the Emperor." He took a step or two with conscious eleva- 
tion, and theji, as consoienee-obeoked, he added, in a suppressed voice, 
" But then, if Anna were destined for Empress, it follows of course that 
AlestriB must die — no consent could be trusted. — And what then? — the 
death of an ordinary man is indifferent, when it plants on the throne a 
philosopher and a historian ; and at what time were possessors of the empire 
curious to enquire when or by whose a^ncy their predecessors died? — 
Dioaenesl Ho, Diogenes!" The, slave did not immediately come, so that 
AgdsBtes, wrapt in the anUcipation of his greatness, had time to add a few 
more words — " Tush — I must reckon with Heaven, say the priests, for many 
things, so I will throw this also into the account. The death of the Emperor 
may be twenty ways achieved without my having the blamo of it. The 
blood which we have shed may spot our hand, if closely regarded, but it 
shall scarce stain our forehead." Diogenes here entered— " Has the Frank 
lady been removed !" said the philosopher. 

The slave signified his aaseut. 

" How did she bear her removal f" 

" As authorised by your lordship, indifferently weH. She had resented 
her separation from her husband, and her being dotmnod Jn the palace, and 
committed some violence upon the slaves of the Household, several of whom 
were said to be slain, although we perhaps ought only to read sorely fright- 
ened. Sho recognised me at once, and when I told iier that I came to offer 
her a day's retirement in your own lodgings, until it should be in your power 
to achieve the liberation of her husband, she at once consented, and I 
deposited her in the secret Cytherean garden-house." 

" Admirably done, my faithful Diogenes," said the philosopher; "thou 
art like the genii who attended on the Eastern talisman ; I have but to in- 
timate my will to thee, and it is accomplished," 

Diogenes bowed deeply, and withdrew. 

"Yet remember, slave 1" said Agelastes, speaking to himself; "there is 
danger in knowing too much — and should my character ever become 
questioned, too many of my secrets are in the power of Diogenes." 

At this moment a blow thnce repeated, and struck upon one of llie images 
without, which had been so framed as to return a tingling sound, and in bo 
fiir deserved the praise of being vocal, interrupted his soliloquy, 

" There knocks," said he, " one of our allies ; who can it be that comes 
so late?" He touched the figure of Iris with his staff", and the Caisar Nioe- 
phorus Briennids entered in the full Grecian haHt, and that graceful dress 
nnsiously arranged to the best advontage, " Let me hope, my Lord," said 
Agelastes, receiving the Csesar with an apparently ^rave and reserved face, 
*' your Highness comes to tell me that your sentiments are changed on 
reflection, and that whatever you had to confer about with this Frankish 
lady, may be at least deferred until the principal part of our conspiracy has 
been successfully executed." 

" Philosopher," auswered the Csesar, " no. My resolution, once taken, 
is not the sport of circumstances. Believe me, that I have not finished so 
many labours without being ready to undorlake others. The favour of 
Venus is the reward of the labours of Mars, nor would I think it worth 
while to worship the god armipotent with the toil and risk attonding his 
service, unless I had previously attained some decided proofs that 1 was 
wreathed with the myrtJo, intimating the favour of his beautiful mistress." 

"I beg pardon for my boldness," Biud Agelastes; "but has your Imperial 

Vol. in. — 10 N 
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Highness refleotsd, that you were wagering, with the wildest rashness, im 
einpii-e, iaeluding thine own life, mine, and all who are joined with ns, in ft 
hardy scheme? And against what were they wa^ed! Agiunst the very 
precarious favour of a woman, who is altogether divided betwist fiend and 
female, and in either capacity ia most likely to be fatal to our present 
scheme, either by her good will, or by the offence which she may take. If 
she prove such as you wish, she will desire to keep her lover by her side, 
and to spare him the danger of engaging in a perilous oonspiraej ; and if 
she remains, as the world believe her, constant to her husband, and to tbe 
seatiments she vowed to him at the altar, you may gnoas what cause of 
offence you are likely to give, by urging a suit which she has already received 
so very ill." 

" Pshaw, old man ! Thou tumest a dotard, and in the great knowledge 
thou poEsessest of other things, haat forgotten the knowledge best worth 
knowing — that of the beautiful part of the creation. Think of the im- 
pression likely to he made by a gallant neither ignoble in eituaiion, nor 
unacceptable in presence, upon a iady who muet fear the consequences of 
rofusall Come, Agelastes, let me have no more of tby croaking, auguring 
bad fortune like the raven from the blasted oak on the left hand ; but de- 
claim, aa well thou canst, how faint heart never won fair lady, and how those 
best deserve empire who can wreathe the myrtles of Venus with tbe laurels 
of Idars. Come, man, undo me the secret entrance which combines these 
majriBal ruins with groves that are fashioned rather like those of Cjtheroa 

" It must be as you will 1" said the philosopher, with a deep and somewhat 
affected sigh. 

" Here, Diogeuea I" called aloud the Ctesar ; " when thou art summoned, 
mischief ia not far distant. Come, undo the secret entrani^. Mischief, 
my trusty negro, is not ao distant but she will answer the first clatter of 
the stones." 

The negro looted at his master, who returned him a glance acquiescing 
in the Csesar's proposal. Diogenes then wont to a part of the ruined wall 
which was covered by some climbing shrubs, all of which he carefully 
removed. This showed a little poaf«ra door, closed irregularly, and filled 
up, fiom the threshold to the top, with large square stones, all of which the 
slave took out and piled aside, as if for the purpose of replacing them. "I 
leave thee,'^ said Agelastes to the negro, "to guard this door, and let no 
one enter, except he cas the sign, upon the peril of thy life. It were dan- 
gerous it should be left open at this period of the day.'' 

The obsequious Diogenes put his hand to his sabre and to his head, as if 
to signify the usual promise of fidelity or death, by which those in his con- 
dition generally expressed their answer to their master's commands. Dio- 
genes then lighted a small lantern, and pulling out a key, opened an inner 
door of wood, and prepared to step forward. 

" Hold, friend Diogenes," said the Csesar ; " thou wnntest not my lantern 
to discern an honest man, whom, if thou didst seek, I must needs say thou 
hast come to the wrong pla^ie to find one. Niu! thou up these creeping 
shrubs before the entrance of the place, and abide thou there as already 
directed, till our return, to parry the curiosity of any who may be attracted 
by tlie sight of the private passage." 

The black slave drew baok as he gave the lamp to the Caisar, and Age- 
lastes followed the light through a long, but narrow, arched passage, well 
supplied with air from space to space, andnot neglected in the inside to the 
degree which its exterior would have implied. 

" I will not enter vrith you into the Gardens," said Agelastes, " or to the 
bower of Cytherea, where I am too old lo be a worshipper. Thou thyself, I 
think. Imperial Ciesar, art well aware of the road, having travelled it divers 
times ! and, if I mistake not, for the fairest reasons." 
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" The wore tfianks," esid the Cmsur, " are duo to mine excellent friend 
AgelssteB, itlio forgets his own age to aooommodato the youth of his 
fciands." 
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We must now return to the dungeon of the Blaequemal, where eiroutn- 
Btanccs had formed at least a tempoi'ary union between the stout Varangian 
and Count Robert of Paris, who had a stronger refiemblanoe to each other 
in their dispositiona than probably either of them would have been willing 
to admit. The virtues of the Tarangian were all of that natural and unre- 
fined kind which Nature herself dictates to a gallant man, to whom a total 
want of fear, and the most prompt alacrity to meet danger, had been attri- 
butes of ft iife-long standing. The Count, on the other hand, had all that 
bravery, generosity, and lore of adventure, which was poaaeased by the 
rude soldier, with the TJrtues, partly real, partly fantastic, which those of 
his rank and country acquired from the spirit of chivalry. The one might 
he compared to the diamond aa it oame from the mine, bcftire it had yet 
received the advantages of cutting and setting ; the other waa the orna- 
mented ^em, which, out into facets and richly aet, had lost perhaps a little 
of its original substance, yet still, at the aame time, to the eye of an in.- 
Bpeetor, had something more ahowy and splendid than when it was, ncoord- 
ing to the phrase of lapidaries, en brut. In the one case, the value was 
more artificial ; in the other, it was the more natural and real of the two. 
Chance, therafcre, had made a temporary alliance between two men, the 
foundation of whose oharacters bore such strong reKeniblanoe to each other, 
that they were only separated by a courae of education, which had left 
rigid prejudices on both sides, and which prejudices were not unlikely to 
run counter to each other. The Varangian commenced his conversation 
with the Count in a tone of familiarity, approaching nearer to rudeness 
than the speaker waa aware of, and much of which, though most innocently 
intended by Hereward, might bo taken amiss by his new brother in arms. 
The most offensive part of his deportment, however, was a blunt, bold dis- 
regard to the title of those whom he addressed, adhering thereby to the 
mavniers of the Sasons, from whom he drew his descent, and which was 
likely to be at least unpleasing to the Franks as well as Normans,'who had 
alroady received and become very tenacious of the privileges of the feudal 
system, the mummery of heraldry, and the warlike claims assumed by 
knights, as belonging only to their own order. 

Hereward waa apt, it must he o^raed, to think too little of these distinc- 
tions ; while he bad at least a sufficient tendency to think enough of the 
power and wealth of the Greek empire which he served, — of the dignity 
inherent in Alesius Comnenus, and which he was also disposed to grant to 
the Grecian officers, who, under the Emperor, oommanded his own corps, 
and particularly to Achilles Tatius. This man Hereward knew to bo a 
coward, and half-suspected to be a villain. Still, however, the Follower 
was always the direct channel through which the Imperial graces were 
conferred on the Varangians in general, as well as upon Hereward himself; 
and he had alvrays the policy to represent such favours as being more or 
less indirectly the consequence of his own intercession. He was supposed 
vigorously to espouse the quarrel of the Varangians, in all the disputes be- 
tween them and the other corps ; ho was liberal and open-handed ; gave 
every soldier hie due ; and, bating the trifling circumstance of valour, which 
was not particularly his forte, it would have been difficult for these Btrangera 
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to have demanded a leader more to their ■wishes. Besides this, our friend 
Hereward was admitted by him into his society, oHended him, as we have 
seen, upon secret espeditions, and shared, therefore, deeply, in what may 
bo termed hy an expressive, though vulgaj" phrase, the sneaking kindness 
entertJiined for this new Achilles by the greater part of his mjrmidons. 

Thair attachment might be explained, perhaps, as a liking to their com- 
mander, as strong as could well exist with a marvellous lack of honour and 
esteem. The scheme, therefore, formed by Hereward to effect the deliver- 
ance of the Count of Paris, eompreSiended as much faith to the Emperor, 
and his representalive, the Acolyte or Follower, as ■was consistent with ren- 
dering justice to the injured Frank. 

In 'furtherance of this plan, he conducted Count Robert from the subter- 
ranean vaults of the Blaequernal, of the intricacies of which he was master, 
having been repeatedly, of late, stationed sentinel thera, for the purpose of 
acquiring that knowledge of which Tatius promised himself the advantage 
in the ensuing conspiracy. When they were in the open air, and at some 
distance from the gloomy towers of the Palace, he bluntly asked the Count 
of Paris whether he knew Agelastee the Philosopher, The other answered 
in the negative. 

" Look you now, Sir Knight, Jou hurt yourself in attempting to impose 
upon ma," said Hereward. " lou must know him ; for I saw you dined 
with him yesterday." 

" O I with that learned old man ?" said the Count. " I know nothing of 
him worth owning or disguising to thee or any one. A wily person he is, 
half herald and half minstrel." 

" Half procurer and whole knave," subjoined the Varangian. "With 
the mask of apparent good-humour he conceals his pandering to the vices 
of others ; with the specious jargon of philosophy, he has argued himself 
out of religious belief and moral principle ; and, with the appearance of 
the moat devoted loyalty, he will, if he is not oheoked in time, either argue 
his too confiding master out of life and empire, or, if he fails in this, reason 
his simple associates into death and misery," 

" And do you know all this," said Count Eohert, " and permit this man 
to go nn impeached J" 

" 0, content you, sir," replied the Varangian ; " I cannot yet form a 
■ " ■ 'gelastes i ....-■ i. . .1 . .■ 



plot ■which Agelastes may not countermine ; but the time will come, nay it 
IS already approaching, when the Emperor's attention shall be irresistibly 
turned to the conduct of this man, and then let the philosopher sit fast, or 



" But what h I to d d the Count, " with this man, or with his 
plots?" 

" Much," said H w d Itl ough you know it not. The main sups' 

Sorter of this pi t th than the Ccesar, who ouriit to be the most 

lithful of men b t Alexius has named ii^bastocrator, an 

officer that is high n k d nearer to the throne than the Caesar him- 

D long ha N jh B ennius been displeased and dissatisfied. 



_ f, that for many months 

e'has fed liberally, as his riches enable him to do, the rices and jirodigality 
of the Csesar. He has encouraged him to show disrespect to his wife, al- 
though the Emperor's daughter ; has put ill-will between him and the royal 
fami^. And if Briennius bears no longer the fame of a rational man, and 
the renown of a good leader, he is deprived of both by following the advice 
of this artful sycophant." 

" And what is all this to me ?" said the Prank. " Agelastes may be a 
true man or a time-serving slave ; his master, Alexius (' 
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so tnach allied to me or mine that I ehouM meddle in the intrigues of his 

" You maj be mistaken in that," eali the blunt Varangian ; " if these 
intrigues inTolve the happiness and virtue" 

" Defttb of a thousand martyrs 1" said tho Prank, " doth polti^' intrigues 
and quarrels of slaves involve a single thought of suspicion of the noble 
Countess of Paris ? The oaths of thy whole generation were ineffectual to 
prove bnt that one of hev hairs had onanged its colour fo silver I" 

"Well imagined, gallant knight," said the Anglo-Sason; "thou art a 
husband fitted for the atmosphere of Constantinople, which calls for little 
Tigilance and a strong belief. Thou wilt find many followers and follows in 
this court of ours." 

" Hark thee, friend," replied the Frank, " let us have no more words, nor 
walk farther together than just to the most solitary nook of this bewildered 
oitj, and let us there set to that work which wo left even now unfinished." 

" If thou wert a Duke, Sir Count," replied the Varangian, " thou oouldst 
not invite to a combat one who is more ready for it. Tet consider the odds 
n which we fight. If 1 fall, my moan is soon made ; hut will my death 

itlibf ■■■■'■ ■ " ■' 



.ji thy wife at liberty if she is under restraint, or restwre her honour 
is tarnished? — Will it do any thing more than remove from the world the 
only person who is willing to give thee aid, at his own risk and danger, 
and who hopes to unite thee to thy wife, and replace thee at the head of thy 
forces V 

"I was wrong," said the Count of Pa I w nt ly w ^ b t 

beware, my good friend, how thou eoupl t th n f B h Id f 

Aspramonte with the word of dishonour, d t 11 m t d f th 

tating discourse, whither go we now?" 

"To the Cytherean gardens of Agelast f b h w nr t f 

distant," said the Anglo-Saxon ; "yet he' h th w y t t th tl t 

by which we now travel, else I should be t ( ss t ilc t f th h rfc 
space in which ho could exchange the charms of his garden for the (gloomy 
ruins of the Temple of Isis, and the Imperial palace of tho Blaoquernal." 

" And wherefore, and how long," said Count Bobert, " dost thou conclude 
that my Countess is detained in these gardens?" 

"Ever since yesterday," replied Heroward. "When both I, and several 
of my companions, at my request, kept close watch upon the Ctesar and 
yoor lady, we did plainly perceive passages of fiery admiration on his part, 
and anger as it seemed on hers, which Agelastes, beinjj Nicephorus's friend, 
was likely, as usual, to bring to an and, by a separation of you both from 
tho army of the crusaders, that your wife, like many a matron before, might 
have the pleasure of faking up her residence in the gai'dena of that worthy 
sage; while you, my Lord, might take up your own permanently in tbeeastle 
of Blaotiuernal." 

" Villain ! why didst thou not apprize me of this yesterday V 

" A likely thing," said Hereward, " that I should feel myself at liberty 
to leave the ranks, and make such a communieadon to a man, whom, far 
from a friend, I then considered in the light of a personal enemy! Me- 
thinks, that instead of such language as this, you snouid be thankful that 
BO many ehanoe cireumataoces nave at length brought me to befriend and 

Count Robert felt the truth of what wae said, though at the same time 
his fiery temper longed to avenge itself, according to its wont, upon the 
party which was nearest at band. 

But now they arrived at what the citizens of Constantinople called tho 
Philosopher's Gardens. Here Hereward hoped to obtain entrance, for he 
had gained a knowledge of some part, at least, of the private signals of 
Achillea and Agolaatea, since he had been introduced to the last at the 
ruins of tho Temple of Isis. They had not indeed admitted him to their 
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entire secret; yet, confident in bis Ronnesion witii tlio Follower, 'they had 
no hesitatioD in commutiicating to him sDntchee of knowleilge, sucb as, 
oommitted to a man of shrewd natural sense like the Anglo-Saxon, oouU 
scarce fail, in time and hy degrees, to make him master of the whole. 
Count Robert and Ms companion stood before an arched door, the only 
opening in a high wall, and the Anglo-Saxon was about to knock, whan, 
as if the idea had euddenjy struck him, — 

"What if the wretch Diogenes opens the gate? We must kill him, ere 
ha pan fly back and betray us. Well, it is ft matter of necessity, and the 
villain has deserved his death by a hundred horrid crimes." 

"Kill him then, thyself," retorted Count Robert; "he is nearer thy 
degree, and assuredly I will not defile the name of Charlemagne with the 
blood of a black slave." 

"Way, God-ft-mercy !" answered the Anglo-Saxon, "but you must bestir 
yourself in the action, supposing there come rescue, and that I be over- 
borne by odds." 

" Such odds," said the knight, " will render the action more like a miUe, 
or general battle ; and assure yourself, I will not be slack when I may, 
with my honour, be active." 

"I doubt it noV' said the Varangian; "but the distinction seems & 
strange one, that before permitting a man to defend himself, or annoy his 
enemy, requires him to demand the pedigree of liis anoestor." 

" ITear you not, sir," said Count Robert. " The strict rule of chivalry 
indeed bears what I tell thee, but when the qnestion is. Fight or not 2 there 
is great allowance to be made for a, decision in the affirmitive " 

"Let me give then the eioroisor's rap," replied Hcreward, "and see 
what fiend will appear." 

So saying, he knocked la a particular manner, and the door opened in- 
wards; a dwarfish negress stood in the gap — her white haii contristed 
singularly with her dark complexion, and with the bioad laughing look 
peculiar to those slaves. She had something in bar physiognomy which, 
severely construed, might argue malice, and a delight in numan miserr 

"Is Agelastes" saiii the Varangian ; but he had not completeti the 

sentence, when she answered him, by pointing down a shadowed walk 

The Anglo-Saxon and Prank turned in that direction, iihen the hag 
rather muttered, than said distinctly, "You aie one of the initiated, 
Varangian; take heed whom you take with you, when jou may hardly, 
peradventure, be welcomed even going alone." 

Heceward made a sign that he understood her and they were in^ttntly 
out of her sight. The path winded beautifully through thp shades of an 
Eastern garden, where (damps of flowers and labyrinths of flowering 
shrubs, and the tall boughs of the forest trees, rendered evea the breath of 
noon cool and acceptable. 

" Here we must use our utmost caution," said Hereward, Bpeaking in a 
low tone of voice ; " for here it is most likely the dear that we seek has 
found its refuge, Bett-er aUow me to pass before, since you are too deeply 
agitated to .possess the coolness necessary for a ■Hout Keep ooni,Baled 
beneath yon oak, and let no vain scruples of honour deter you fi om creeping 
beneath the underwood, or beneath the earth itself if you should heal a 
footfall. If the lovers have agreed, Agelastes, it is probable, walks hia 
roupd, to prevent intrusion." 

" Death and furies I it cannot be I" exclaimed the fiery Frank. — " Lady 
of the Broken Lances, take thy votary's life, ere thou torment him with 
this agony !" 

He saw, however, the necessity of keeping a strong force upon himself, 
and permitted, witliout further remonslranca, the Varangian to pursue his 
way, looking, however, earnestly after him. 

By advancing forward a little, he could observe Hereward draw near to 
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H paTilioD which arnse at no ijreat dhtitioB from tho pTaoa where they had 
parted. Here he observed him apply first h 3 e^e and then his ear to 
one of the casements, which were in 1 fi^vetiX measure crown oyer ind ex 
eluded from the light, hy Turious flowering -jhrubs He almost thought 
lie saw a grave interest take place m the lountenance of the Varing in 
and he longed to hate his share of the inf jrmition which he had doubtlesa 
obtained. 

He crept, therefore, with noiselesa steps thi ugh the same lal yrintli of 
foliage which had covered the approicbea of Heieward ; and so silent were 
bis morements, that he touched the Anglo-Saxon, in order to make bim 
aware of his presence, before he observed his approach. 

Hereward, not aware at first by whom he waa approached, turned on the 
intruder with a countenance like a burning coal. Seeing, however, that it 
waa the Frank, he ahcugged his ahoulders, as if pitying the impatience 
which could not Tie kept linder prudent reatraint, and drawiDg himself back 
allowed the Count the privilege of a paeping place throngh plinths of the 
easement, which could not he diseemed .by the aharpeat eye from the inner 
aide. The aombre character of the li^ht which penetrated into thia abode 
of nleaaure, was suited to that apeoiea of thought to which a Temple of 
Cytiiorea waa supposed to be dedicated. Portraits and groups of statuary 
were also to be seen, in the tnste of thoae which they had beheld at the 
Kiosk of the waterfall, yet something more free in the ideas which they 
conveyed than were to be found at their first rea ting-pi ace. Shortly after, 
the door of the pavilion opened, and the Countess entered, followed by her 
attendant Agatha. The lady threw herself on a couch aa she came in, while 
her attendant, who was a voung and very handaome woman, kept herself 
modestly in the baokgrouna, so mneh so as hardly to be diatinguished. 

" What dost thou think," aaid the Countess, " of so suspicious a friend aa 
Agolastes? ao gallant an enemy aa the C^aar, as he is called?" 

" What should I think," returned the damaeJ, " except that what the old 
man calls friendship is hatred, and what the Ceesar terms a patriotic love 
for his country, which will not permit him to set its enemies at liberty, is 
in fact too strong an affection for his fair captive ?" 

"For such an affection," said the Countess, "ha shall bare the same 
requital as if it were indeed the hostility of -which he would give it the 
colour. — My true and noble lord ; hadst tnou an idea of the calamities ta 
which they have subjeolfld me, bow soon wouidst thou break through every 
restraint to hasten to my relief!" 

"Art thou a man," said Count Robert to hia companion; "and canst thou 
advise me to remain still and hear thia?" 

" I am one man," said the Anglo-Saxon ; " you, sir, are another ; but all 
our arithmetic will not make us more than two ; and in thia place, it ia pro- 
bable that a whiatle from the Cseaar, or a scream from Agelastos, would 
bring a thousand to match ua, if we were as bold as Eevis of Hampton. — 
Stand still and keep quiet. I counsel this, leaa aa respecting my own life, 
■which, by embarking upon a wild-goose chase with so strange a partner, I 
have shown I put at little value, than for thy safety, and that of the lady 
thy Countess, who shows heraelf as virtuous as beautiful." 

"I was imposed on at first," said the Lady Brenhilda to her attendant. 
" Affectation of severe morals, of deep learning, and of rigid rectitude, 
assumed by this wicked old man, made me believe in part the character 
which he pretended; but the gloss is rubbed off since he let me see into his 
alliance with the unworthy Ctesar, and the ugly picture remains in its native 
loath somen saa. Nevertheless, if I can, by address or subtlety, deceive this 
nroh-deeeiver, — aa he has taken from me, in a great measure, every other 
kind of assistaiieo, — I nill not refuse that of craft, which he may find per- 
haps equal to his own ?" 

"Hear you that?" said the VaraugiaB to the Count of Paris. "Do not 
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let jour impatience mar the web of your lady's prudence. I will weigh a 
woman's wit against a man's yaloiir where there is aught to do I Let an 
Dot come in with our asaistanoe until time shall show us that it is necessary 
for her safety and our suocess." 

"Amen," said the Oouut of Paris; "but hope not, Sir Sason, tlia{ thy 
prudence shall persuada me to leave this garden without taking full ven- 
goanee on that unworthy Csesar, and the pretended philosopher, if indeed 
Ee tuma out to have assumed a character"— ^ — The Cfount was here hegin- 
uing to raise his Toioe, when the Saion, without ceremony, placed his hand 
on his mouth. " Thou takest a liberty," said Count Kobort, lowering how-- 
ever his tones. 

" Ay, truly," said Hereward ; " when the house is on fire, I do not stop 
to ask whether the water which I pour on it be perfumed or no." 

This recalled the Frank to a sense of his situation ; and if not contented 
with the Sason's mode of making an apology, he was at least silenced. A 
distant noise was now hcurd — the Countess listened, and changed colour. 
" Agatha," she said, " we are (ike phampions in the lists, and here ocmea 
the adversary. Let us retreat into this side apartment, and so for a while 
put off an encounter thus alarming." So saying, the two females withdrew 
into a sort of anteroom, which opened from the principal apartment behind 
the seat which Brenhilda haB occupied. 

They had scarcely disappeared, when, as the stage direction has it, enter 
from the other side the Ciesat and Agelastos. They had perhaps heard the 
last words of Brenhilda, for the Ctesar repeated in a low tone — 

" What, has our fair opponent withdrawn her forces ? No matter, it shows 
she thinks of the warfare, though the enemy be not in sight. Well, thou 
shftlt not have to upbraid me this time, Agelastes, with precipitating my 
amours, and depriving myself of the pleasure of pursuit. By Heavens, I 
will be as, regular in my progress aa if in reality I bore on my sIiouMors 
the whole load of years which make the difference between us ; for I 
shrewdly suspect that with thee, old man, it is that envious ehurl Time 
that hatn plucked the wings of Cupid." 

" Say not so, mighty Csesar," said the old man ; " it ia the hand of Pru- 
dence, which, depriving Cupid's wing of some wild feathers, leaves him still 
enough to fly with an equal and steady flight." 

"Thy flight, however, was less measured, Agelastes, when thou didst 
collect that armoury-— that magazine of Cupid's panoply, out of which thy 
kindness permitted me but now to arm myself, or rather to repair my accou- 
trements." 

So saying, he glanced his eye over his own person, blazing with gems, and 
adorned witli a chain of gold, bracelets, rings, and other ornaments, which, 
with a new and splendid habit, assumed since his arrival at these Cjthorean 
gardens, tended to set off his very handsome figure. 

" I am glad," said Agelastes, " if you have found among toys, which I 
now never wear, and seldom made use of even when life was young with 
me, any thing which may set off your natural advantages. Remember only 
this slight condition, that such of these trifles as have made part of your 
wearing apparel on this distinguished day, cannot return to a meaner owner, 
but must of necessity remain the property of that greatness of which they 
had once formed the ornament." 

" I cannot consent to this, my worthy friend," said the Csesar ; " I know 
thou vainest these jewels only m so far as a philosopher may value them ; 
that is, for nothing save' the remembrances which attach to them. This 
large seal-ring, for jnstanee, was — I have hoard you say — the property of 
Socrates ; if bo, you cannot view it save with devout thankfulness, th!it your 
own philosophy has never been tried with the esereise of a Xantippe. 
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These clasps released, in older times, the lavely bosom of Phi^iia ; and they 
now belong to ona whn conld do better homnge to the beauties tbey con- 
cealed or discovered than could the cjnio Diogenes. Those buckles, 

"I 
tied; 

"Fear not me," said the Cffisar. 'r'Let us proceed, since you ■will, to 
exercise the gifts which we possess, such ss they are, either natural or be- 
queathed to us by our dear and respected friend. Hah I" he said, the door 
opening suddenly, and the Countess almost meeting him, " our wishes ara 
here anticipated." 

He bowed accordingly with the deepest deference to the Lady Brenhilda, 
who, having made some alterations to enhance the splendour of her attire, 
now moved forward from the with drawing-room into which she had re- 
treated, 

"Hail, noble lady," said the Csesar, "whom I have visited with the 
intention of apologizing for detaining you, in some degree against your 
will, in those strange regions in which yoii nnespeotedly find yourself." 

" Not in some degree," answered the lady, " but entirely contrary to my 
inclinations, which are, to be with my husband, the Count of Paris, and 
the followers who have taken the cross under his banner." 

" Such, doubtless, were youi' thoughts when you left the land of the 
west," said Agelastes ; " but, fair Countess, have they experienced no 
change? You have left a shore streaming with human blood when the 
slightest provocation occurred, and thou hast come to one whose principal 
maxim is to increase the sum of human happiness by every mode which 
can be invented. In the west yonder, he or sae is respected moat who can 
best exercise their tyrannical strength in making others miserable, while, 
in these more placid realms, we reserve our garlands for the ingenious 
youth, or lovely lady, who can best. make happy the person whose affection 
la fixed upon her." 

" But, reverend philosopher," said the Oountesa, " who labourest so arti- 
ficially in recommending the yoke of pleasure, know that you contradict 
every notion which I have been taught from my infancy. In the land 
where my nurture lay, so far are we from acknowledging your doctrines, 
that we match not, except like the lion and the lioness, when the male has 
compelled the female to acknowledge hia superior worth and valour. Such 
is our rule, that a damsel, even of mean degree, would think hersfilf 
heinously undermatched, if wedded to a gallant whose fame in arms was 
yet unknown." 

" But, noble iady," said the Ctesar, " a dying man may then find room 
for some fiunt hope. Were there but a chance that distinction in arms 
could gain those affections which have been stolen, rather than fairly con- 
ferred, how many are there who would willingly enter into the competition 
where the prize is so fair I What is- the enterprise toobold to be under- 
taken on such a condition ! And where is the individual whose heart would 
not feel, that in baring his sword for the priio, he madevow never to return 
it to the scabbard. without the proud boast. What I have not yet won, I have 
deserved I" 

"You see, lady," said Agelastes, who, apprehending that the last speech 
of the Ciesar had made some impreasion, hastened to follow it up with » 
suitable observation — " You see that the fire of chivalry burns as gallantly 
in the bosom of the Grecians as in that of the western nations." 

"Yes," answered Brenhilda, "and I have heard of the celebrated siege 
of Troy, on which occasion a dastardly coward carried o£f the wife of a 
brave man, shunned every proffer of encounter with the husband wham ha 
had wronged, and finally caused the death of his numerous brotherB, the 



.-.obiGooglc 



154 V/AVEKLEY NOVELS. 

destruction of his native oitj, with all the wealth which ib contiuned, atici 
died himself the death of a pitiful poltroon, Inniented only by hia -n-orthless 
iemnn, to show how well the rules of chivalry were understood by your 

" Lady, you mistake," s^d the CJeaar ; " the ofieacea of Paris were those 
of a disEofute Asiatic ; the courage which avenged them was that of the 
Greek Empire." 

" You are learned, sir," said the Indy ; " hut think not that I will trust 
your words until you produce before me a Grecian knight, gallant enough 
to look upon the armed crest of my husband without quaking." 

" That, methinks, were not extremely difficult," returned the Ceesar ; " if 
thoy have not flattered me, I have myself been thought equal in battle to 
more dangerous men than him who has been strangely mated with the Lady 
Brenhilda." 

" That is soon ti'ied," answered the Countess. " Tou will hardly, I think, 
deny, that my husband, separated from me by some unworthy trick, is still 
Bt thy command, and could he produced at thy pleasure. I will ask no 
armour for him save what he wears, no weapon but his good sword 
Tranchefer ; then place him in this chamber, or any other lists equally 
narrow, and if he flinch, or cry craven, or remain dead under shield, let 
Brenhilda be the prize of the conqueror. — Merciful Heaven 1" she con- 
cluded, as she sunk hack upon her seat, "forgive. me for the crime of even 
imagining- such a termination, which is equal almost to doubting thine un- 
erring judgment !" 

"Let me, however," said the Ceesar, "catch up these precious words 
before they fall to the ground. — Let me hope that he, to whom the heavens 
shall give power and strength to conquer this highly-esteemed Count of 
Paris, shall succeed him in the affections of Brenhilda ; and believe me, the 
sun plunges not through the sky to his resting-place, with the same celerity 
that I shall hasten tr ''- - " '" " 



" Now, by Heaven !" said Count Robert, in an anxious whisper to Here- 
ward, " it is too much to expect me to stand by and hear a contemptible 
Greek, who durst not stand even the rattling farewell which Tranciiefer 
takes of his scabbard, brave me in my absence, and affect to make love to 
my lady par amours! And she, too — methinks Brenhilda allows more 
license than ehe is wont to do to yonder chattering popinjay. By the rood 1 
I will spring into the apartment^ front them with my personal appearance, 
and confute yonder braggart in a manner he is like to remember.'* 

"Under favour," said the Varangian, who was the only auditor of this 
violent speech, "you shall be ruled by calm reason while I am with you, 
"When we are separated, let the devil of knight-errantry, which has such 
possession of thee, take thee upon his shoulders, and carry thee full tilt 
wheresoever he lists." 

" Thou art a brute," said the Count, looking at him with a contempt cor- 
responding to the expression he made use of; " not only without humanity, 
but without the sense of natural honour or natural shame. The most 
despicable of animals stands not hy tamely and sees another assail hia 
mate. The bull offers his horns to a rival — the mastiff uses his jaws — and 
even the timid stag becomes furious, and gores." 

"Because they are beasts," said the Varangian, "and their miatreBsea 
also creatures witliout shame or reason, who are not aware of the sanctity 
of a choice. But thou, too, Count, canst thou not see tlie obvious purpose 
of this poor lady, forsaken by all the world, to keep her faith towards tnee, 
by eluding the snares with which wicked men have beset her? By the 
souls of my fathers ! my heart is so much moved by her ingenuity, min- 
gled as I see it is with the most perfect candour and faith, that I myself, iu 
fault of a better champion, would willingly raise the asc in her behalf I" 

"i thank thee, my good friend," said the Count; "I thank thee as heart- 
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ily as if it wore possible tliou shouldst be left to do that good of&ce for 
Breiihllda, the belOTed of maoj a noble lord, the mistreBs of many a pow- 
erful vassal ; and, what is more, much more than thaoks, I craye thy pardon 
for the wrong I did thee but now." 

"My pardon you cannot need," said the Varangian; "for I tabo no 
offence that is not seriously meant. — Stay, thej spealt again." 

" It is strange it should be so,." said the Csesar, as he paced the apart- 
ment; "but methinks, nay, I am almost certain, Agelastes, that I hear 
Toicea in the vicinity of this apartment of thy priTaoy. 

"It is impossible," said Agelastes ; "but I will §o and see." 
Perceiving him to leave the pavilion, the Varangian made the TTranlt sen- 
sible that they must crouch down among a Jittle tliicket of evergreens, 
whore they lay completely obscured. The philosopher made hie rnunda 
■with a heavy step, but a watchful eye; and the two listeners were obliged 
to observe the strictest silence, without motion of any kind, until he had 
completed an ineffectual search, and returned into the pavilion. 

" By my faith, brare man," said the Count, " ere we return fo our skulk- 
ing-pla«e, I must tell thee in thine ear, that never, in my life, was tempta- 
tion so strong upon me, as that '^hioh prompted me to beat out that old 
hypocrite's brains, provided I could have reconciled it with my honour ; and 
heartily do I wish that thou, whose honour no way withheld thee, bad expe- 
rienced and given way to some impulse of a similar nature." 

" Such fancies have passed through my bead," said the Varangian ; " but 
I will not follow them till they are consiatent both with our own safety, and 
more particularly with that of the Countess." 

" I tliank thee again for thy good-will to her," said Count Kobert ; " and, 
by Heaven I if fight we must at length, as it seems likely, I will neither 
grudge thee an honourable antagonist, nor fair quarter if the combat goes 
against thee." 

" Thou hast my thanlts," was the reply of Ilereward ; " only, for Heaven's 
sake, be silent in this conjecture, and do what thou wilt afterwards." 

Before the Varangian and the Count had again resumed their posture of 
listsners, the partJee within the pavilion, conceiving themselves unwatched, 
had resumed their conversation, speaking low, yet with oonsiderable ani- 



captivity. Who else could have an interest in banishing 
or putting to death the husband, hut he that affects to admire the wife f" 

" You do me wrong, beautiful lady," answered the Cteaar, " and forget 
that I can in no shape be termed the moving-spring of this empire; that 
my father-in-law, Alexius, is the Emperor ; and that the woman who terma 
herself my wife, ia jealous as a fiend can he of ni^ slightest motion. — What 
possibility was there that I should work the captivity of your husband and 
your own? The open affront which the Count of Paris put upon the Em- 
peror, was one which he was likely to avenge, either by secret guile or by 
open force. Me it no way touched, save as the humble vassal of thy charms; 
and it waa by the wisdom and the art of the sage Agelastes, that I was able 
to extricate thee from the gulf in which thou hadst else certainly perished. 
Nay; weep not, lady, for as yet we know not the fate of Count Robert ; but, 
credit me, it is wisdom to choose a better protector, and consider him as no 

" A betterthan him," said Brenhilda, " I can never have, were I to choose 
out of the knighthood of all the world 1" 

" This hand," said the Cieaar, drawing himself into a martial attitude, 
" should decide that question, were the man of whom thou thinkest so much 
yet moving on the face of this earth and at liberty." 

" Thou art," said Brenhilda, looking fisedly at him with the fire of in- 
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dign&tion flashing from ecery feature — " thou art — but it avails not telling 
thee what is thj real name ; belieTe me, the world shall one day ring with 
it, and bejustly sensible of its value. Observe what I am about to saj — 
^bert of Pans is gone — or captive, I know not where. He cannot fight 
the match of which thou seemest so desirous — hut here stands Brenhilda, 
bom heiress of Aspramonte, by marriage the wedded wife of the good Count 
of Paris. She was never matched in the lists by mortal man, except the 
valiant Ooont, and since thou art so grieved that thou canst not meet her 
husband in battle, thou canst not surely object, if she is willing to meet 
thee in his stead 1" 

" How, madam 7" ewd the Ciesar, astonished ; " do yon propose yourself 
to hold the lists against mo ?" 

" Against yott ! said the OounteBS ; " against all the Grecian Empire, if 
they shall afhrm that Robert of Paris is justly used and lawfully confined." 

" And are the conditions," said the C^sar, " the same as if Count Robert 
himself held the lists? The vanquished must then be at the pleasure of 
the conqueror for good or evil." 

"It would seem so," said the Countess, "nor do I refuse the hazard; 
only, that if the other champion shall bite the dust, the noble Count Robert 
shall be set at liberty, and permitted to depart with all suitable honours," 

" This I refuse not," said the Caesar, " provided it is in m^ power." 

A deep growling sound, like that of a modern gong, here interrupted the 
conference. 



C|]n|itrr \p SiiiEtnntij. 



The Varanrian and Count Robert, at every risk of discovery, h;td remained 
BO near as fully to conjecture, though they could not expressly overhear, the 
purport of the conversation. 

" He has accepted her challenge !" said the Count of Paris. 

"And with apparent willingness," said Ilereward. 

"0, doubtless, doubtless," — answered the Crusader; "but be knows not 
the skill in war which a woman may attain ; for my part, God knows I have 
enough depending upon the issue of this contest, yet such is my confidence, 
that I would to God I had more. I vow to our Lady of the Broken Lances, 
that I desire every furrovr of land I possess — every honour which I oan 
call my own, from the Countship of Paris, down to the leather that binds 
my spur, were dependent and at issue upon this fair field, between jour 
CiieBar, as men term him, and Brenhilda of Aspramonte." 

" It is a noble confidence," said the Varangian^ " nor durst I say it is a 
rash one ; only I cannot but remember that the Ctesar is a strong man, as 
well as a handsome, expert in the use of arms, and, above all, less strictly 
bound than you esteem yourself by the rules of honour. There are many 
ways in which advantage may bo given and taken, which will not; in the 
Ctesat's estimation, alter the character of the Sold from an equal one, 
although it might do so in the opinion of tho ohivalroas Count of J?aris, or 
even in that of the poor Varangian. But first let me conduot you to some 
place of safety, for your escape must bo soon, if it is not already, detected. 
The sounds which we heard intimate that some of his eonfedei'ate plotters 
have visited the garden on other than love afiaira. I will guide thee to 
another avenue than that by which we entered. But you would hardly, I 
suppose, be pleased to adopt the wisest alternative?" 

" And what may that be?" said the Count. 

" To give tiy purse, though it were thine all, to some poor ferryman to 



.eubyCoO^^IC 



COUNT ROEBKT 3? PA11I3. 157 

■wnft tbee over the Hellespont, tbon hasten to carry tliy coaiplaiot to Godfrey 
of Bouillon, and what friends thovt mayst have among thy bretliren crusadera, 
and determine, as thou easily cinst, on a sufficient number of thoni to coma 
back and meoaoe the olty with instant wnr, unless the Emperor should 
deliver up thy lady, moat unfairly made prisoner, and prevent, by his 
authority, this absurd aud unnaturaJ combat." 

"And vpould you have mo, then," said Count Robert, " move the crueaderB 
to break a fairly appointed field of battle ? Do you think that Godfrey of 
Bouillon would turn back upon his pilgrimage foi" such an unworthy pur- 
pose; or that the Countess of Paris would accept as a serriee, means of 
safety which would stain her honour for ever, by breaking an appointment 
solemnly made on her own challenge? — Never!" 

"Myjudgment is then at fault," said the Varangian, "for I sea I can 
hammer out no eapedieat which is not, in some extravagant manner or 
another, controlled by your foolish notions. Here is a man who has been 
trapped into the power of bis enemy, that he might not interfere to prevent 
a base stratagem upon hia lady, involving both her life and honour ; yet he 
thinka it a matter of necessity that he keeps fiuth as precisely with these 
midnight poisoners, as he would had it beeu pledged to the most honour- 
able men !" 

" Thou say'st a painful truth," siud Count Robert ; " but my word is the 
emblem of my faith ; and if it pass to a dishonourable or faithless foe, it is 
imprudently done on my part; but if I break it, being once pledged, it is 
a dishonourable action, and the disgrace can never he washed from my 

" Do you mean, then," aaid the Varangian, " to suffer your wife's 
honour to remain pledged as it at present is, on the event of on unequal 
combat J" 

''God and the saints pardon thee suoh a thought!" said the Count of 
Paris. " I win go to see (hia combat with a heart as firm, if not aa light, 
as any time I ever saw spears splintered. If by the influence of any acci- 
dent or treaobery, — for fairly, and with such an antagonist, Brenhilda of 
Aspramonte cannot be overthrown, — I step into the lists, proclaim the 
Cffisar as ho is — a villain — show the falsehood of his conduct from 
beginning to end, — appeal to every noble heart that hears me, and then — 
Goo. show the right I" 

Hereward paused, and shook his head. " All this," he said, " might be 
feasible enough provided the combat were to be fought in the presenoe of 
jour own countrj^men, or even, by the mass ! if the Varangians ware to be 
guards of the lists. But treachery of every kind is so familiar to the 
Greeks, that I qaesdon if they would Tiew the conduct of their Csesar as 
any thing else than a pardonable and natural stratagem of Dan Cupid, to 
be smiled at, rather than subjected to disgraoe or punishment." 

" A nation," said Count Robert, " who could smile at such a jest, may 
heaven refuse them sympathy at their utmost need, when their sword is 
broken in their hand, and their wives and daughters shrieking in the 
relentless grasp of a barbarous enemy I" 

Hereward looked upon his companion, whoae flushed cheeks and sparkling 
eyes bore witness to his enthusiasm. 

" I see,'' he said, " you are resolved, and I know that your resolution can 
injustice be called by no other name than an act of heroic folly — What 
then? it is long since life has been bitter to the Varangian exile. Morn 
has raised him from a joyleaa bed, whioh night has seen him lie down upon, 
wearied with wielding a mercenary weapon in the wars of strangers. He 
has longed to lay down his life in an honourable cause, and this is one in 
which uie extremity and very essence of honour is implicated. It tallies 
also with my scheme of saving the Emperor, which will he greatly faoili- 
tated by the downfall of his ungrateful eon-in-law." Then addressing h-ai- 
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Belf to the Coaiit, he contJDued, "Well, Sir Count, as thou art the person 
pimcipally oonoerned, I am willing to yield to thy reaauning in this affair j 
hut I hope you wili permit me to mingle with your resolution, some adviees 
of a more evorjdaj and leas fantastic nature. For esamnle, thy escape 
from the dungeons of the Blaequernal must soon he generally known. In 
pradenoo, indeed, I myself must be the first to oommunioate it, since other- 
wise the Buspioion will fall on me — Where do yon think of conuealing 
yourself? for assuredly the aearoh will he close and general." 

" Toe that," said the Count of Paris, " I must be indebted to thy sagges- 
tion, with thanks for every lie which thou findest thyself obliged to make, 
to contriTe, and produce in ray behalf, entreating thee only to render thenj 
as few as possible, Uiey being a coin which I myself never fabricate." 

" Sir knight," ansvrered Hereward, " let me Iregin first by saying, that no 
knight that ever belted sword is more a slave to truth, wlien truth is ob- 
served towards him, than the poor soldier who talks to thee ; but when the 
game depends not upon fair play, but upon lulling men's cautiousness 
asleep by falsehood, and drugging their senses by opiate draughts, they who 
would scruple at no means of deceiving me, can hardly expect that I, who 
am pwd in such base nioney, should pass nothing on ray part but what is 
lawful and genuine. For the present thou must remain concealed within 
my poor apartment, in the barracks of the Tarangians, which ia the last 
place where they will think of seeking for thee. Take this, my upper cloak, 
and follow me ; and now that we are about to leave these gavaens, thou 
mayst follow me unsuspected as a sentinel attending his offioei-; for, take it 
along with you, noble Count, that we Varangians are a sort of persons upon 
whom the Greets care not to look very long or fisedly." 

They now reached the gate where they had been admitted by the negress, 
and Hereward, who was intrusted with the power, it seems, of letting him- 
self out of the philosopher's premises, though not of entering without 
assistance from the portress, took out a key which turned the look on the 
garden side, so that they soon found themselves at liberty. They then pro- 
ceeded by by-paths through the city, Hereward leading the way, and tho 
Count following, without speech or remonstrance, until they stood before 

" ■"' ' ■' barraoks of the Varangians, 

" said the sentinel who was on duty, " dinner is already 
begun." The communication sounded joyfully in the ears of Hereward, 
who was much afraid that his oompaniun might have been stopt and 
examined. By a side passage he reoohed his own quarters, and introduced 
the Count into a small room, the sleeping chamber of his squire, where he 
apologized for leaving him for some lime ; and, going out, locked the door, 
fur fear, as he said, of intrusion. 

The demon of suspicion was not very likely to molest a mind so frankly 
constituted as that of Count Kobert, and yet the last action of Hereward 
did not fiul to occasion some painful reflections. 

" This' wan," he said, " had needs be true, for I have reposed in him a 
mighty trust, which few hirelings in his situation would honourably dis- 
charge. What is to prevent him fo report to the principal officer of his 
watch, that the Frank prisoner, Ilobert, Count of Paris, whose wife stao:ls 
^d for so desperate a combat with the Ctesar, has escaped, indeed, this 
morning, from the prisons of the Blaequernal, but has suffered himself to 
be trepanned at noon, and is again a captive in the barraoks of the Varan- 
gian Guard? — what means of defence are mine, were I discovered to these 
mercenaries 7 — What man could do, by the favour of our Lady of the Broken 
Lanoes, I have not failed to achieve. I have slain a tiger in single combat 
— I have killed one warder, and conquered the desperate and gigantic crea- 
ture by whom he was supported. I have had terms enough at command to 
bring over this Varangian to my side, in appearance at least; yet all this 
does not encourage mo to hope that I could lung keep at bay ton or a doaen 
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biibIi men as these beef-fed knavea appear to be, led in upon me by a, fellow 
of thewGs and sinews Each as those of my late companion. — Yet for shame, 
Robert I such thoughts are unworthy a descendant of Charlemagne. When 
wert thou wont bo ourionsSy to count thino enemies, and when wert thon 
wont t-o he suapieioua, since he, whose bosom may truly bonst itself incsf 
piible of fraud, ought in honesty to be the last to espeot it in another? 
The Varangian's look is open, bia oooInesB in danger is striking, his speech 
is more frank and ready than eyer was that of a traitiir. If he is false, 
there ia no faith in the hand of nature, for truth, sincerity, and courage ace 
written upon his forehead." 

WhilG Count Robert .was thug refleetinK upon his condition, (ind com- 
bating the thiok-ooming doubts nnd suspieiona which its uncertainties gave 
rise to, ho began to be sensible that he had not eaten for many hours ; and 
amidst many doubts and fears of a more heroic nature, he half entertained 
ft lurking suspieiou, that they meantto let hunger undermine hia strength 
bofnrn they adyentured into the apartment to deal with hira. 

Wo shall beat see how far these doubts were deseryed by Hereward, or 
how far they were unjust, by following his course after he left his barrack- 
room. Snatching a morsel of dinner, which he ate with an affectation of 
groat hunger, but, in fact, that his attention to his food might bo a pretence 
for dispensing with dis^reeable questions, or with conversation of any kind, 
he pleaded duty, and immediately leaving his comrades, directed his course 
to the lodgings of Achilles Tatius, which were a part of the same building. 
A Syrian slate, who opened the door, after a deep reyorenoe to Hereward, 
whom he knew as a favourite attendant of the Acolyte, said to him that hia 
master was gone forth, but had desired him to say, that if he wished to see 
him, he would find him at the Philosopher's Gardens, so called, as belonging 
to the snge Agelastes. 

Hereward turned about instantly, and availing himself of his knowledge 
of Constantinople to thread its streets in the shortest time possible, at length 
stood alone before the door in the garden-wall, at which he and the Count 
of Paris had preyioualy bean admitted in the earlier part of the day. The 
same nogress appeared at the same private signal, and when he asked for 
Achilles TCalius, she replied, with some sharpness, " Since jon were liere 
this morning, I marvel you did not meet him, or that, having business with 
him, you did not stay till he arrived. Sure I am, that not long after you 
entered the garden the Acolyte wna enquiring for you." 

" It skills not, old woman," said the Varangian ; " I communicate the 
reason of my motions Ifl my commander, but not to thee." He entered the 
garden accordingly, and avoiding the twilight path that led to the Bower 
of Love, — so was the 'pavilion named in which he had overheard the dia- 
logue between the Osesar and the Oounteas of Paris, — he arrived before a, 
simple garden-house, whose humble and modest front seemed to announce 
that it was the abode of philosophy and learning. Here, passing before the 
windows, he made some little noise, expecting to attract (he attention either 
of Achilles Tatius, or his accomplice Agelastes, aa chance should determine. 
It was the first who heard, and who replied. The door opened ; a lofty 
plume stooped itself, that its owner might cross the threshold, and the stately 
form of Achilles Tatius entered the gardens. " What now," he said, " our 
trusty sentinel? what hast thou, at this time of day, come to report to usf 
Thou art our good friend, and highly esteemed soldier, and well we wot 
thine errand must be of importance, since thou hast brought it thyself, and 
at an hour so unusual." 

" Pray Heaven," said Hereward, " that the news I have brought deserve 

" Speak them instantly," said the Acolyte, " good or bad ; thou speakest 
to a man to whom fear is unknown." fiut his eye, -VThich quailed as ho 
looked on the soldier — his colour, ■which went and came — his hands, which 
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busied tteinaeWes in nn uncertain mannor in adjuaUnw tte belt of his 
Bword,— all argued a state of mind very different from that ivbich his tone 
of defiance would fain hate implied. " Courage," he said, " my trusty 
soldier! speak the news to me. I can bear the worst thou bnat lo tell." 

" In a word, then," said the Varangian, " your Valour directed me thin 
morning to play the ofSce of ninster of the rounds upon those dungeons of 
the Elacquernal palace, where last night the boisterous Count Robert of 
Paris was incarcerated"—— 

" I remember well," said Achilles Tatios. — " "What then 1" 
" As I reposed me," said Hereward, " in an apartment abovo the raultfl, 
I heard cries from beneath, of a kind which attracted my attention. I 
hastened to examine, and my surprise was extreme, when looking down into 
the dungeon, though I ooald.see nothing distinctly, jet, by the wailing and 
whimpering sounds, I' conceived that the Man of the I'orest, the animal 
called Sylvan, whom onr soldiers have so far indoctrinated in onr Saxon 
tongue as to make him useful in the wards of the prison, was bemoaning 
himself on aecnun^ of some violent injury. Descending with a torch, I found 
the bed on which the prisoner had been let down burnt to cinders ; the tiger 
which had been chained within a spring of it, with its skull broken to 
piooes ; the creature called Sylvan, prostrate, and writhing under great 
pain and terror, and no prisoner whatever in the dungeon. There were 
marks that all the fastenings hod been withdrawn by a Mytilenian Eoldier, 
companion of my watch, when be visited the dungeon at the usual hour; 
and as, in my anxious search, I at length found his dead body, slain appa- 
rently by a stab in the throat, I was obliged to believe that while I was 
examining the cell, he, this Count Robert, with whose daring life the adven- 
ture is well consistent, had escaped into the upper air, by moans, doubtless, 
of the ladder and trap-door by which I had descended." 

" And wherefore didst thou not instantly call treason, and raise the hue 
ftnd crv ?" demanded the Acolyte. ^ 

" I dared not venture to do so," replied the Varangian, " till I had in- 
strueUons from your Valour. The alarming cry of treason, and tlie various 
rumours likely at this moment to ensue, might have involved a search so 
close, as perchance woald have discovered matters in which the Acolyte 
himself would have been rendered subject to suspicion." 

•' Thou art right." said Achilles Tatius, in a whisper ; " and jet it will 
be necessary that we do not pretend any longer to conceal the flight of this 
important prisoner, if wo would not pass for being his accomplices. Where 
thinkest thou this unhappy fugitive can have taken refuge?" 

" That I was in hopes of learning from your Vnlour'a greater wisdom," 
said Hereward. 

" Thinkest thou not," said Achilles, "that he may have crossed the 
Hellespont, in order to reioin his own countrymen and adherents?" 

"It IS ninch tobe dreaSed," said Hereward. "Dndouhtodlj, if the Count 
listened to the advice of any one who knew the face of the country, such 
would be the very counsel he would receive." 

"The danger, then, of his return at the head of a vengeful body of 
Franks," said the Acolyte, "is not so immediate as I apprehended at first, 
for the Emperor gave positive orders that the boata and galleys which yes- 
terday transported the orasaders to the shores of Asia should reoross the 
strait, and bring back no single one of them from the step upon their jour- 
ney on which he had so far furthered them. — Besides, they all, — their 
leaders, that is to say, — made their vows, before crossing, that they would 
not turn back so much as a foot's pace, now that they hod set actually forth 
on the road to Palestine." 

" So, therefore," said Hereward, " one of the two propositions is unques- 
tionable; either Count Robert is on the eastern side of the strait, having no 
means of returning with bis brethren to avenge the usage he has received. 
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iind may tliGrefora be Beciirely set, at delianco, — Dr else he lurks somewhere 
in ConstiinliDuple, vrithout a friend or ally to take his part, or encourage 
him openly to state hta supposed >rrongs; in either case, there oan, I think, 
be no tftct in conveying to the palace the neirs that he has freed himself, 
since it would only alarm the court, and afford the Emperor graund for 
many suspicions. — But it is not for an ignorant barbarian like me to pre- 
scribe a course of conduct to your valour and wisdom, and methinks the 
sage Agelaates were a fitter counsellor than such aa I am." 

" No, no, no," said the Acolyte, in ft hurried whisper ; " the philosopher 
and I are right good friends, swora good frienda, very especially bound to- 
gether ! but should it come to this, that one of us must needs throw before 
the footstool of the Bmperor tho head of the other, I think thou would:jt not 
advise Chat I, whose bairs have not a trace of silver, should he the last in 
making the offering; therefore we will say nothing of this mishap, but give 
thee full power, and the highest charge to seek for Count Robert of Paris, 
be he dead or alive, to aecure him within the dungeons set apart for the 
discipline of our own corpa, and when thou hast done so, to bring tne notice. 
I niay make him mj friend in many ways, by estrieating his wife from 
danger by the axes, of my Varangians. What is there in this metropolis that 
thsj have to oppose them ?" 

"When raised in ajust cause," answered Hereward, "nothing." 

"Hahl — say'st thou?" said the Acolyte; "how meanest thouby;tbat! 
— hut I know- — Tboii art scrupulous about having the just and lawful oom- 
mand of thy of&cer in every action in which thou art engaged, and, thinking 
in that dutiful and soldietfike manner, it is my duty as thine Acolyte to see 
thy scruples satisfied. A warrant shnit thou have, with fuH powers, to seek 
for and imprison this foreign Count of whom we have bean speaking — And, 
hark thee, my eseellent friend," he continued, with aome hesitation, " I think 
thou hadst better begone, and begin, or rather continue thy search. It is 
nnneeessary to inform our friend Agelaates of what has happened, until bis 
advice be more needful than as^et it is on the occasion. Home — home to 
the barracks ; I will account to him for thy appearance here, if ha be eurioua 
on the subject, which, as a suapicious old man, he is likely to be. Go to the 
barracks, and act as if thou hadst a warrant in every respect full and ample. 
I will provide thee with one when I coma back to my quarters." 

The Varangian turned hastily homewards. 

" Now, is it not," he aaid, " a strange thing, and enough to make a man 
a rogue for life — to observe how the devil encourages young beginners in, 
falsehood ! I have told a greater lie — at least I have suppressed more truth 
— than on any occasion before in my whole life — and what is the conse- 
quence? Why, my commander throws almost at my head a warrant suffi- 
cient to guarantee and protect me in all I have done, or propose to dol If 
the foul fiend were thus regular in protecting his votaries, methinks they 
would have little Treason to complain of him, or better men to be astonished 
at their number. But a time comes, tbey say, when he seldom fails to 
desert them. Tlierefore, get thee behind roe, Satan] If I have seemed 
to be thy servant for a short time, it is but with an honest and Christian 
purpose." 

As be entertained these thonghts, he looked back upon the path, and was 
startled at an apparition of a creature of a much greater size, and a stranger 
shape than human, covered, all but the face, with a reddish dun fur ; bis 
espression auugly, and yet a sad melancholy; a cloth waa wrapped round one 
hand, and an air of pain and languor bespoke suffering from a wound. So 
much was Hereward pre-ocoupied with bia own reflections, that at first he 
thought Ilia imagination had actually rwaed the devil ; hat after a sudden 
start of surprise, he recognised his acquaintance Sylvan. "Hah! old 
friend," he said, " I am iiappy thou hast made thy escape to a place where 
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thou wilt find plenty of fruit to support thea. Take my advice — keep out 
of the way of discovery — Keep tliy friend's counsel." 

The MsQ of the Wood uttered a chattering noise in return to this ad' 

"I understand thee," said JJereward, "thou wilt tell no tales, thou say- 
est ; and faith, I will trust thee rather than the hatter part of my own two- 
leMjed race; who are eternally circumventing or murdering each oBier," 

A minute after the creature was out of sight, Herewatd heard the shriek 
of a feui^e, and a voice which cried for nelp. The accents must have 
been uncommonly interesting to the Varan gian, since, forgetting his own 
dangerous situation, he immediately turned and flew to the suppliant's 
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nEHEwmn was not long in ttaoing the cry through the wooded walks, 
when a female rushed into his arms ; alarmed, aa it appeared, by Silvan, 
who was pursuing her olosely. The figure of Hereward, with bis nie 
uplifted, _put an instant stop to his career, and with a terrified note of his 
native ones, he withdrew into the thickest of the adjoining foliage. 

Relieved from his presence, Hereward had time to look at the female 
whom he had succoured : She was arrayed in a dress' which consisted of 
several colours, that which predominated being a pale yellow; her tunic 
was of this colour, and, like a modern gown, was closely fitted to the body, 
whiah, in the present case, was that of a tall, but very well-formed person. 
The mantle, or upper garment, in which the whole figure was wrapped, 
was of fine cloth ; and the kind of hood wbtoh was attached to it having 
flown, back with the rapidity of her motion, gave to view the hair beauti- 
fully adorned and twisted into a natural head-dress. Beneath this natural 
head-gear appeared a face pale as death, from a sense of the supposed 
danger, hut which preserved, even amidst its terrors, an exquisite degree 
of Iwauty. 

Hereward was thunderstruck at this apparition. The dress was neither 
Gfeeoian, Italian, nor of the costume of the Franks; — it was Saxon 1 — con- 
nected by a thousand tender remembrances with Hereward's childhood and 
youth. The circumstance was most extraordinary. Sason women, indeed, 
there were in. Constantinople, who had united their fortunes with those of 
the Varangians; and those often chose to wear their national dress in the 
city, because the oharacfer and conduct of their husbands secured them a 
degree of respect, which they might not have met with either as Grecian or 
as stranger females of a similar rank. But almost all these were personally 
known to Hereward. It was no time, however, for reverie — he was himself 
in danger — the situation of the young female might be no safe one. In 
every case, it was judicious to quit the more public part of tho gardens ; he 
therefore lost not a moment in conveying the fainting Sason to a retreat he 
fortunately was acquainted with. A covered path, obscured by vegetation, 
led through a species of labyrinth to an artificial cave, at the bottom of 
which, half-paved with shells, moss, and spar, lay the gigantic and half- 
tecumlient statue of a river deity, with its usual ftttribut«as— that is, its 
front crowned with water-lilies and sedges, and its ample hand half-resting 
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upon 8.0 empty urn. The attitude of tho whole figure corresponded with 

" Aocursed relic of paganism," said Heteward, who was, in proportion to 
hia light, a zealous Obristinn — " brutish stoofc or stone that thou art I I will 
wako thoo with a vengeance." So saying, he struck the head of the slum- 
bering deity with his battle-axe, and deranged the plaj of the fountain so 
much that the water began to pour into the basin. 

" Thou art a good block, nevertheless," said the Varancisn, " to send 
succour 60 needful t« the aid of my poor countrywoman. Thou shalt give 
her nlso, with thy leave, a portion of thy couch." So anjing he arranged 
his fair burden, who was as yet insensible, upon the pedestal Where the figure 
of the River God reclined. In doing this, his attention was recalled to her 
face, and again and again he was thrilled with an emotion of hope, but so 
excessively like fear, that it could only he compared to the flickerinp; of a 
torch, uncertain whether it is to Ught up or be instantly estinguished. 
With a sort of mechanical attention, be continued to make such ettorts as 
he could to recall the intellect of the beautiful creature before him. Hia 
feelings were those of the astronomical sage, to whom the rise of the moon 
slowly restores the oontemplation of that heaven, which is at once, as a 
(jhristian. his hope of felicity, and, as a. philosopher, the source of hia know- 
lodge. The blood returned to her cheeK, and reanJmation, and even recol- 
lection, took place in her earlier than in the astonished Varangian. 

" Blessed Mary I" she said, " have I indeed tasted the last bitter cup, and 
is it here where thou reunitest thy votaries after dealJi I — Speak, Hereward ! 
if thou art anght but an empty creature of the imagination I — apeak, and 
toll me, if I have but dreamed of that monstrous ogre I" 

"Collect thyself, my beloved Bertha," said the Anglo-Saion, recalled by 
the sound of her Toiee, " and prepare to endure what thou livest to witness, 
and thy Hereward survives to fell. That hideous thing exists — nay, do not 
start, and look for a hiding-place — thy own gentle hand with a riding rod is 
sufficient to tame its courage. And am I not here, Bertha ? Wouldst thou 
wish another safeguard ?" 

" No — no," exclaimed she, seizing on the arm of her recovered lover. 
" Do I not know you now 1" 

" And is it but now you know me. Bertha ?" said Hereward. 
" I suspected before," she said, casting down her eyes ; " but I know with 
certainty that mark of the boar's tusk." 

Ueraward sufiered her imagination to clear itself from the shock it had 
received so suddenly, before he ventured to enter upon present events, in 
which there was so much both to doubt and to fear. He permitted her, 
tlierafore, to recall to her memory all the circumstances of the rousing the 
hideous animal, assisted by the tribes of both their fathers. She mentioned 
in broken words the flight of arrows discharged againat the boar by young 
and old, male and female, and how her own -well aimed, but feeble shaft, 
wounded him sharply ; she forgot not how, incensed at the p^n, the crea- 
ture rushed upon her as the cause, laid bar palfrey dead upon the spot, and 
would soon have sl-,uu her, had not Hereward, when every attempt failed to 
bring his horse up to the monster, thrown himself from his seat, and inter- 
posed personally between the hoar and Bertha. The battle was not decided 
without a desperate struggle; the boar was slain, but Hereward received 
the deep gash upon his brow which she whom he had saved now recalled to 
her memory. " Alas I" she aaid, " what have we been to each other since 
that period? and what are we now, in this foreign land?" 

" Answetfor fcyself, my Bertha," said the Varangian, "if thou canst; — 

and if thou canst with truth say that thou art the same Bertha who vowed 

atfeotJon to Hereward, believe me, it were sinful to suppose that the saints 

have brought us together with a view of our being afterwards sepiirated," 

"Herewaa-d," said Bertha, "you have not preserved the bird in your 
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bosom safer than I liava ; at home or abroad, in servitude or in freedom, 
amidst Eorrow or joy, plenty or want, my thougiit wns always oq the trotli 
I bad plighted to Ilerewnrd at tl^a stone of Odin." 

"Say no more of that," said Hereward; "it waa an impious rite, and 
good could not come of it." 

"Was it then so impious?" she said, the unbidden tear rushing into her 
large blue eyes. — "Alas! it was a pleasure to reflect tl at HeiP la d Tias 
mine by that solemn engagement!" 

" Listen to me, my Bertha," said Hereward, t-abing her hand We ivero 
then almost children ; and though our vow was in itself innocent yet it 
was so far wrong, as being sworn in the presence of a dumb idol represent 
ing one who was, while alive, a bloody and crnel magician But we Mill 
the instant an opportunity offers itself, renew our vow before a shrine of 
real sanctity, and promise suitable penance for our ignorant acknowledg 
ment of Odin, to propitiaffl the real Deity, who can bear us through those 
storms of adversity which are like to surround us." 

Leaving them for the time to their love-diacourse, of a nature pure 
simple, and interesting, we shall give, in a few words all that the render 
needs to know of their separate history between the boai a hunt and the 
time of their meeting in the gardens of Agelastes. 

In that doubtful state esperieoced by outlaws, Waltheoff the father of 
Hereward, and Engelred, the parent of Bertha, used to is emble their 
unsubdued tribes, sometimes in the fertile regions of Devonshire, sometimes 
in the dark wooded solitudes of Hampshire, but as much as possible within 
the call of the bugle of the famous Edric the ITorester, so long leader of the 
insurgent Saxons. The chiefs we have mentioned were among the last bold 
men who asserted the independence of the Saxon race of England ; and like 
their captain Bdric, they were generally known by the name of Foresters, 
as men who lived by hunting, when their power of making eKOursions was 
checked and repelled. Hence they made a step backwards in civiliaation, 
and became more like to their remote ancestors of German descent, than 
they were to their more immediate and civilized predecessors, who before 
the battle of Hastings, had advanced considerably in the arts of oiviliaed life. 
Old superstitiona had begun to revive among them, and hence the practice 
of youths and maidens plighting their'troth at the stone circles dedicated, 
as it was supposed, to Odin, in whom, however, they had long ceased to 
nourish any of the sincere belief which was entertained by their heathen 



of both seiea much together, and by early marriage, or leas perm 

nesions, the population would have increased far beyond the means whioh 



the outiawB had to maintain, or even to protect themselves. The laws of 
the Foresters, therefore, strictly enjoined that marriages should be pro- 
hibited until the bridegroom was twenty-one years complete. Future 
alliances were indeed often formed by the young people, nor was this dia- 
countenanoed by their parents, provided that the lovers waited until the 
period when the majority of the bridegroom should permit them to marry. 
Such youths as infringed this rule, incurred the dishonourable epithet of 
niddering, or worthless, — an epithet of a nature so insulting, that men 
were known to have slain themselves, rather than endure life under such 
opprobrium. But the offenders were very few amidst a race trained in 
moderation and self-denial ; and hence it was that woman, worshipped for 
BO many years like something sacred, was received, wben she became the 
head of a family, into the arms and heart of a husband who had so long 
expected her, was treated as something more elevated than the mere idol of 
the moment; and feeling the rate at which she waa valued, endeavoured by 
her actions to make her life correspond with it. 
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It was \)y the whole population of these tribes, as well aa their parents, 
that after the adventure of the boar hunt, Hereward and Bertha -were oou- 
Eidered aa lovers whoae alliance was pointed oat bj Heaven, and they were 
Qnconra^d ia appraximate as much as their mutual JDclinaUoas prompted 
them. The youtas of the tribe avoided asking Martha's hand at the dance, 
and the maidens used no maidenly entreaty or artifice to detain Hereward 
beside them, if Bertha was present at the feast. They clasped each other's 
hands through the perforated atone, which they called the altar of Odin, 
though later ages have ascribed it to the Drnids, and tliey implored that if 
thevoroke their faith to each other, their fault might be avenged by the 
twelve swords which were now drawn around them during the ceremony 
by aa many youths, and that their niisfortooos might be so many as twelve 
maidens, who stood around with their hair loosened, should he unable to 
recount, either in prose or verse. 

The torch of the Sasoo Cupid shone for some years as "brilliant as when. 
it was first lighted. The time, however, came when they were to be tried 
by adversify, though nndeserved by the perfidy of either. Tears had gone 
past, and Hereward had to count with anxiety how man^ months and 
weeks were to separate him from the bride, who was beginning already by 
depprees to shrini less shyly from the espiressions and caresses of one who 
was soon to term her all his own. William Rufus, however, had formed a 
plan of totally extirpating the Foresters, whose implacable hatred, and rest- 
loss love of freedom, had so oiten disturbed the quiet of his kingdom, and 
despised his forest laws. Ho assembled his Norman forces, ftntj united to 
them a body of Saxons who had submitted to his rule. He thus brought 
an overpowering force upon the bands of Waltheoff and Bngelred, who 
found no resource but to throw the females of their tribe, and auch as could 
not bear arms, into a convent dedicated to St. Augustin, of which Kenelm 
their relation was prior, and then turning h) the battle, vindicated their 
ancient valour by fighting it to the iaat. Both the unfortunate chiefs 
remained dead on the field, and Hereward and his brother had wellnigh 
shared their fate ; but some Saxon inhabitants of the neighbourhood, who ' 
adventured on the field of battle, whioh the viotora had left bate of every 
thing save the booty of the kites and the ravens, found the bodies of the 
youths still retaining life. As they were generally well known and much 
beloved by these people, Hereward and his brother were taken oare of till 
their wounds began to close, and their strength returned. Hereward then 
heard the doleful news of the death of hia father and Bngelred. His next 
enquiry was concerning his' betrothed bride and her mother. The poor 
inhabitants could give him little information. Some of the females who 
had taken refuge in the convent, the Norman knights and nobles had seized 
upon aa their slaves, and the reat, with the monks who had harboured them, 
were turned adrift, and their place of i-etreat was completely sacked and 
burnt to the ground. 

Half-dead himself at hearing these tidings, Hereward sallied oat, and at 
every risk of death, for the Saxon Foresters were treated as outlaws, oom- 
nieTiced enquiries after those so dear to him. He asked concerning the par- 
ticular fate of Bertha and her mother, among the miserable creatures who 
yet hovered about the neighbourhood of the convent, like a few half-saorohed 
bees about their smothered hive. But, in the magnitude of their own 
terrors, none had retained eyes for their neighbours, and all that they could 
say was, that the wife and daughter of Engelred were certainly lost; and 
their imaginations suggested so many heart-rending details to this conclu- 
sion, that Hereward gave up all thoughts of further researches, likely to 
terminate so uselessly and ao horribly. 

The young Saxon had been all his life bred up in a patriotic hatred to 
the Normans, who did not, it was likely, become dearer to his thoughts in 
consequence of thia victory. He dreamed at first of crossing the strait, to 
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mate war against the hated enemy in their own country; but an idea so 
eitravagant did not long retain poBaesBion of his mind. His fate was decided 
byJiis enoountering an aged palmer, who knew or pretended to have known, 
his father, and to he a native of England. This man was a disguised Varan- 
ginn, selected for the purpose, possessed of art and desteritf, and well pro- 
vided with money. He had little difficulty in persuading Hereward, in tho 
hopeless desolation of his condition, to join the Varangian Guard, at this 
moment at war with the Normans, under which name it suited Hareward's 
prepoBaessionB to represent the Emperor's wars with Bobert Guiscard, his 
son Bohemond, and other adventurers, in Italy, Greece, or Sicily. A. jour- 
ney to the East also inferred & pilgrimage, and gave the anfortunate Hero- 
ward the chance of purchasing pardon for his sins hy visiting the Holy 
Land. In g^ning Hereward, the recruiter also secured the serviees of his 
elder brother. Who had vowed not to separate from him. 

The high character of both brothers for courage, induced this wily agent 
fo consider them as a great prize, and it was from the memoranda respect- 
ing the history and oharacter of those whom he reorulted, in which the 
elder had been unreservedly communicative, that Agelaates picked up tho 
information resjiectinj^ Hereward's family and circumstances, which, at 
their first secret interview, be made nse of to impress upon tlia Varangian 
the idea of his supernatural knowledge. Several of his companions in arms 
were thus gained over ; for it will easily be guessed, that these memorials 
were intrusted to the keeping of Achilles Tatius, and he. to further their 
joint purposes, imparted them ia Agelastes, who thus obtained a general 
credit for supernatural knowledge among these ignorant men. But Here- 
ward's blunt faith and honesty enabled him to shun the snare. 

Such being tlie fortunes of Hereward, those of Bertha formed the subject 
of a broken and passionate communication between the lovers, broken like 
an April day, and mingled with many a tender caress, sueh as modesty 
permits to lovers when they meet again unexpectedly after a separation, 
which threatened to be eternal. But the story may be comprehended in 
few words. Amid the general sack of the monastery, an old Norman knight 
seized upon Bertha as iiis prize. Struck with her beauty, ho designed her 
as an attendant upon his daughter, just then come out of the years of child- 
hood, and the very apple of her father's eye, being the only child of his 
beloved Countess, and sent late in life to bless their marriage-bed. It was 
in the order of things that the lady of Aspramonte, who was considerably 
younger than the knieht, should govern her husband, and that Brenhilda, 
their daughter, should govern both her parents. 

The Knight of Aspramonte, however, it may be observed, entertained 
some desire ia direct his young offspring to more feminine amusements 
than those which began already to put her life frequently in danger. Oon- 
tradiotjon was not to be thought of, as the goad old knight knew by expe- 
rience. The influence jind examjjle of a companion a little older than her- 
self might he of some avail, and it was with this view that, in the confusion 
of the sack, Aspramonte seized upon the youthful Bertha. Terrified to the 
utmost degree, she clung to her mother, and the Knight of Aspramonte, 
who had a softer heart than was then usually found under a steel ouiraas, 
moved by the afSiction of the mother and daughter, and recollecting that 
the former might also be a useful attendant upon his lady, extended his 
protection to both, and conveying them out of the press, paid the soldiers 
who ventured to dispute the spoil with him, partly in some small pieces of 
money, and partly in dry blows with the reverse of his knee. 

The well-natured knight soon after returned to his own castle, and being 
a man of an orderly life and virtuous habits, the charming beauties of the 
Saxon virgin, and the more ripened charms of her mother, did not prevent 
their travelling in all honour as well as safety to his family fortress, the 
castle of Aspramonte. Here such musters as could be procured were got 
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together to teaoTi the young Bertha eyery sort of female^Eiccomplishment, in 
the hojje tbat her mistress, Breiihildn, might be inspired with a desiro to 
partlike in her education ; but although this so far euoeeeded, that the Sason 
captive became highiy ekilled in suoh niusio, needle-work, and other fem.ile 
accomplish me nts as were known to the time, yet her young mistress, Bren- 
hilda, retmined the taste for those martial amnsenients which had so sensibly 
grieved her father, hut to which her motlier, who herself bad notirished 
such fancies in her youth, readily gave sanction. 

The captives, however, were kindly treated, Brenhilda became infinitely 
attached to the young Anglo-Saxon, whom she loved less for her ingenuity 
in arts, than for her activity in field sports, to which her early state of inde- 
pendence had trained her. 

The Lady of Aspramonte was also kind to both the captives; but, in one 
particular, she eserciaed a piece of petty tyranny over them. She had 
imbibed an idea, slrangtheoed by an old doting father-confessor, that the 
Saxons were heathens at that time, or at least heretics, and made a positive 
point with her husband that the bondswoman and girl who were to attend 
on hor person and that of her daughter, should be qualified for the office by 
being anew admitted into the Christian Church by baptism. 

Though feeling the falsehood and injustice of the accusation, the mother 
had sense enough to Bobmit to necessity, and received the name of Martha 
in all form at the altar, to which she answered during the rest of h^r life. 

But Bertha showed a character upon this occasion inconsistent with the 
general docility and gentleness of her temper. She boldly refused to be 
admitted anew into the pale of the Church, of which her conscience told 
her she was already a member, or to exchange for another the name origi- 
nally given her at the font. It was in vain that the old knight commanded, 
that tBe lady threatened, and that her mother advised and entreated. More 
closely pressed in private by her mother, she let her motive be known, which 
had not before been suspected. "I know," she said, with a flood of tears, 
" that my father would have died ere I was sulyeeted to this insnit ; and 
than — who shall assure me that vows which were made to the Sason Bertha, 
will be binding if a French Agatha be substituted in her stead? They may 
banish me," she said, f' or kill me if they will, but if the son of Waltheoff 
should r^aiu meet with the daughter of Engeired, he shall meet that Bertha 
whom he knew in the forests of Hampton." 

All argument was in vain ; the Sason maiden remained obstinate, and to 
try to break her resolution, the Lady of Aspramonte at length spoke of dis- 
missing her from the service of her young mistress, and banishing her from 
the castle. To this also she had made up her mind, and she answered firmly 
though respectfully, that she would sorrow bitterly at pardng with her 
young lady ; but as to the rest, she would rather beg under her own name, 
than be recreant to the faith of her fathers and condemn it as heresy, by 
assiyning one of Frank origin. The Lady Brenhilda, in the meantime, 
entered the chamber, whore herraother was just about to pass the threatened 
doom of banishment. — " Do not stop for my entrance, madam," said the 
dauntless young lady ; "lara as much concerned in the doom which yoti 
are about to pass as is Bertha ; if she crosses the drawbridge of Aspra- 
monte as an exile, so will I, when she has dried her tears, of which even 
my petulance could never wring one from her eyes. She shall be my squire 
and body attendant, and Launcelot, the bard, shall follow with my spear 
and shield." 

" And you will return, mistress," said hor mother, " from so foolish att 
expedition, before the sun sets!" 

" So heaven further me in my purpose, lady," answered the young heiress, 
" the sun shall neither rise nor set that sees us return, till this name of 
Bertha, and of her mistress, Brenhilda, are wafted as far as the trumpet of 
fame can sound them. — Cheer up, my sweetest Bertha I" she said, taking 
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her attendant by the haod, " if heaven hatli torn thee from thy country and 
thy pligiited troth, it hath gi7en thee a aister aod a friend, with whom thy 
fame Bliall be forever blended." 

The Lady of Aspraroonte was confounded ; She knew that her daughter 
was perfecfly capable of the wild course which she bad announced, and that 
she herself, even with her hunhand's assistance, would be unable to prcTent 
herfoliowine it. She passively listened, therefore, while the Sason matron, 
formerly Unoa, but now Martha, addressed her daughter. "My child," 
she siud, " as yoa value honour, virtue, safety, and gratitude; soften jour 
heart towards your master and mistress, and follow the adrice of a parent, 
who has more years and more judgment than you. And you, my dearest 
young lady, let not your lady-mother think that an attaehment to the 
exercises you excel in, has destroyed in your bosom filial affeedon, and a 
regard to the delicaoy of your sex! — As thoy seem both obstinate, madam," 
continued the matron, after watching the influence of this advice upon the 
young woman, " perhaps, if it may be permitted me, I could state nn alter- 
native, which might, in the meanwhile, satisfy your ladyship's wishes, 
accommodate itself to the wilfulness of my obstinate daughter, and answer 
the kind purpose of her generous mistress." The Lady of Aepra 
sigued to the Saxon matron to proceed. She went on accordingly: 
Saxons, dearest lady, of the present day, are neither pagans nor heretics ; 
they are, in tbe time of keeping Easter, as well as in all other disputable 
doctrine, humbly obedient to the Pope of Rome ; and this our good Bishop 
well knows, since he upbraided some of the domestics for calling me an old 
heathen. Yet our names are uncouth in the ears of the Franks, and bear, 
perhaps, a heathenish sound. If it be not exacted that my daughter submit 
to a new rite of baptism, she will lay aside her Saxon name of Bertha upon 
all occasions while in your honourable household. This will cut short a 
debate which, with forgiveness, I think is scarce of importance enough to 
break the peace of this castle. I will engage that, ia gratitude for this 
indulgence of a trifling serupie, my daughter, if possible, shall double the 
zeal and assiduity of her service to her young lady." 

The Lady of Aspramonte was glad to embrace the means which this 
offer presented, of extricating herself from the dispute with as little com- 
promise of dignity as could well be. " If the good Lord Bishop approved 
of Each a compromise," she said, " she would for harsolf withdraw her 
opposition." The prelate approved accordingly, the more readily that he 
was informed that the young heiress desired earnestly such an agreement. 
The peace of the castle was restored, and Bertha recognized her new name 
of Agatha as a name of service, but not a name of baptism. 

One effect the dispute certainly produced, and that was, increasing in an 
enthusiastic degree the love of Bertha for her young mistress. With that 
amiable failing of attached domestics and humble friends, she endeavoured 
to serve her as she knew she loved to be served -, and therefore indulged her 
mistress in those chivalrous fancies which distinguished her even in her 
own age, and in ours would have rendered her a female Quixote. Bertha, 
indeed, never caught the freniy of her mistress ; but, strong, willing, and 
able-bodied, she readily qualified herself to act upon occasion as a squire 
of tbe body to a Lady Adventuress ; and, accustomed from her childhood 
to see blows dealt, blood flowing, and men dying, she could look with an 
undazaled eye upon the dangers which her mistress eooountered, and seldom 
teased her with remonstrances, unless when those were unusually great. 
This compliance on most occasions, gave Bertha a right of advice upon some, 
which, always given with the best intentions and at fitting times, strength- 
ened her influence with her mistress, which a course of conduct savouring 
of diametrical opposition would certainly have destroyed. 

A few more words serve to announce the death of the Knight of Aspfa- 
monte — the romantic marriaga of tho young lady with the Count of Paris 
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— their engi^ement in the crusade — and the detail of events with whieh 
the reader is acquainted. 

HcrGward did not esactly comprehend some of the later inoidenta of the 
storj, owing to a slight strife which arose between Bertha and him duriog 
the course of her narrative. When she avowed the girlish aimplioity with 
which she obatinately refosed to change her name, because, in her appre- 
hension, the troth-plight betwixt her and her lover might be thereby pi-eju- 
diced, it was impossible for Hereward not to acknowtedgo her tenderness, 
by snatching her to his bosom, and impressing his ^tefal thanks upon her 
lips. She extricated herself immediately from his grasp, however, with 
cheeks more crimsoned in modesty than in anger, and gravely addressed 
hor lover thus ; " Enough, enough, Hereward ! this may be pardoned to so 
unexpeoted a meeting ; but wo must in future remember, that we are pro- 
bably the last of our race ; and let it not ho said, that the macners of their 
ancestors wore forgotten hy Hereward and by Bertha ; think, that though 
we are alone, the shades of our fathei-s are not iar off, and watoh to sea 
what use we make of the meeting, which, perhaps, their intoroession haa 
procured us." 

" You wrong me. Bertha," said Hereward, " if you think me capable of 
forgetting my own duty and yours, at a moment when our thanks are due 
to Heaven, to ba testified very differently than by infringing on its behests, 
or the commands of our parents. The question is now. How we shall rejoin 
each other when we separate? since separate, I fear, we must." 
"01 do not say so 1" exclaimed the unfortunate Bertha. 
" It must be BO," said Hereward, " for a time ; but I swear to thee by the 
hilt of my sword, and the handle of my battle-axe, that blade was never bo 
ti'ue to shaft as I will ba to thee 1" 

"But wherefore, then, leave me, Hereward!" said the maiden ; "and oh! 
wherefore not assist me in the release of wiy mistress ?" 
. " Of thy mishresB !" said Hereward. " Shflmel that thou canst give that 
name to mortal woman !" 

" But she is my mistress," answered Bertha, " and by a thousand kind 
ties whieh cannot be separated bo long as gratitude is the reward of kind- 

" And what is her danger," said Hereward ; " what is it she wants, this 
aooomplished lady whom thou oallest mistress?" 

" Her honour, her life, are alike in danger," said Bertha. " She haa 
agreed (o meet the Cresar in the field, and he will not hesitate, like a base- 
born miscreant) to take every advantage in the encounter, which, I grieve 
to say, may in all Ukelihood ba fatal to my mistress " 

" Whp- dost thou think so ?" answered Hereward. " This lady has won 
many amgle oombate, unless she is belied, agmnst adversaries more for- 
midable than the Ciesar." 

" Trae," said the Sasoa majden ; " but you speak of things that passed 
in a far different land, where faith and honour are not empty sounds ; as, 
alas I they seem but too surely to be here. Trust me, it is no girlish terror 
whieh sends ms out in this disguise of my country dress, which, they say, 
fiiide respect at Constantinople; I go to let the chiefs of the Crusade know 
the peril in which the noble lady stands, and trust to their humanity, to 
their religion, to their love of honoar, and fear of disgrace, for assistance 
in this hour of need ; and now that I have had tha blessing of meotiug with 
thee, ail besides will go well — all will go well — and I will back to my 
mistress and report whom I have seen." 

"Tarry yet another moment, my recovered treasure!" swd Hereward, 
"and let me balance this matter carefully. This Prankish lady holds the 
Saxons like the very dust that thou brashest from the hem af her garment. 
She treats — she regards — the Saxons as pagans and heretics. She haa 
dared to impose slavish tasks upon thee, bom, in freedom. Her father's 
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Bword has been emliriiecl to the liilt with Anglo-Sason blood — nerf.aps thnt 
of Waltheoff acd Engelred has added death to tho stain! She has been, 
besides, a presatnptuous fool, usurping for herself ttio trophies and warlike 
obaracter wliieh belong to tie other sea. Lastly, It will be hard to find & 
champion to flght in her stead, since all the oruRaders have passed over to 
Asia, which is the land, they say, in which thej hai-c oome to war ; and by 
orders of the Emperor, no means of return to tha hither shore will be per- 
mitted to any of them." 

" Alas 1 alas I" said Bertha, " how does this world change us I The son 
of Waltheoff I once knew brave, ready to asaiat disfresB, buld and generous. 
Such was what I pictured him to myself during his absence. I have met 
him again, and he is caloulating, cold, and selfish !" . 

"Hush, damsel," said the Varangian, "and know him of whom thou 
speafeest, ere thou judgeat him. The Countess of Paris is sauh as I have 
said; jet let her appear boldly in the liata, and when the trumpet shall 
sound thrice, another shall reply, which ahail announce tho arrival of her 
own noble lord to do battle in her stead ; or should he fail to appear — I 
will requit* her kindneaa to thee, Bertha, and be ready in hia plaoe." 

" Wilt thou ? wilt thou indeed ?" said the damsel ; " that was spoken like 
the SOB of Waltheoff — like the genuine stock I I will home, and comfort 
my mistress ; for surely if the judgment of God ever directed the issue of a 
judicial combat i's influence will descend upon this. But you hint that 
the Count is here — that he ia at liberty — ahe will enquire about that." 

" She must be satisfied," replied Hereward, " to know that her husband 
is under the guidance of a friend, who will endeavour to protect him from 
his own extravagances and follies ; or, at alt events, of one who, if he can- 
not piMperly be called a friend, has certainly not acted, and will not net, 
■towards him the part of an enemy, — And now, farewell, long lost — long 

loved !" Before he could say more, the Saxon maiden, after two or three 

Tain attempts to eapress her gratitude, threw herself info her lover's arms, 
and despite the coyness which she had recently shown, impressed upon his 
lips the thanks which she could not speak. 

They parted. Bertha returning to her mistress at the lodge, which aha 
had lefi both with trouble and danger, and Herewai-d by the portal kept by 
tlie negrp-portress, who, complimenting' the handsome Varangian on his 
success among the fair, intimated, that she had been in some sort a witness 
of his meeting with ijie Saion dameel. A piece of gold, part of a late 
largesse, amply served to bribe her tongue ; and the soldier, clear of the 
gardens of the philosopher, aped back aa he i ' ' ' ' " ' ' ■ ' ■ 

tiat it was full time to carry some supply t( 
left without food the whole day. 

It is a common popular saying, that as the sensation of hunger is not 
connected with any pleasing or gentle emotion, so it ia paitieularly remark- 
able for irritating those of anger and spleen. It is not, therefore, very sur- 
prising that Count Eobert, who had been so unusually long without suste- 
nance, should receive Hereward with a degree of impatience beyond what' 
the occasion merited, and injurious certainly to the bcuest Varangian, who 
had repeatedly exposed his life that day for the interest of the Countess 
and the Count himself. 

" Soh, air I" he said, in that accent of afiected restraint by which a swpe- 
lior modifies his displeasure against hia inferior into a cold and scorniul 
expression — " Yon nave plnyed a liberal boat to us I— Not that it ia of con- 
sequence ; but metbinks a. Count of the most Christian kingdom dines not 
every day with a mercenary Soldier, and might expect, if not the ostenta- 
tious, at least the needful part of hospitality," 

"And methinks," replied the Varangian, "0 most Christian Count, that 
such of your high rank as, by ohoiee or fate, become tlie guests of such aa 
I, may think themselves pleased, and blame not their host's niggardliness, 
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but the difficulty of hie ctroumatanoes, if diauer should not present itself 
oftener thun ouce in four-and-tweoty hours." So sajing, he olapt hie hnnda 
" % and his domestie Edric entered. Hia gnest looked astonished at 
"■■ 19 of tiiia third parW into their retirement. '■ I will answer for 
inia man,- said Hereward, and addressed hini in the following words; — 
" What food hast thou, Edrio, to place before the honourable Count ?" 

" Nothing hut the cold paaiy," replied the attendant, " njarvellousiy 
damaged hy your honour's encounter at hreakfaet." 

The military domestic, as intimated, brought forward a large pasty, but 
■which had already that morning sustained a furious attack, insomuch, that 
Count Eobert of Paris, who, like ail noble Normans, was somewhat nice 
and deliuate in his eating, was in some doubt whether his scrupulouEncFs 
sliuuld not prevail oyer his hunger; but on looking more closely, sight, 
smell, and a fast of twenty hours, joined to convince him that the pasty 
was an excellent one, and that the charger on which it was presented 
5>05sessed corners yet antouched. At length, having suppressed his scru- 
ples, and made bold inroad apon the remains of the dish, he paused to 
partake of a flask of strong red wine which alaod invitingly beaide him, 
and a lusty draught increased the good-humour which had begun to take 

Elace towards Hereward, in exchange for the displeasure with which he 
ad received him. 

" Now, by heaven !" he said, " I myself ought to be ashamed to lack the 
uourtesy which I recommend to others 1 Here hare I, with the manners 
of a Flemish boor, been devouring the provisions of my gallant hosb, with- 
out even asking him to sit down at his own table, and to partake of his own 
good cheer 1" 

"I will not strain courtesies with you for that," said Hereward; and 
thrusting bis hand into the pasty, he proceeded with great speed and dex- 
terity to devour the miscellaneous contents, a handful of which waa enolosed 
in his grasp. The Count now withdrew from the table, partly in disgust at 
the rustie' proceedings of Hereward, who, however, hy now calling Edrio 
to join him in his attack upon the pasty, showed that he had, in met, ac- 
cording to hia manners, subjected himself previously to some observance 
of respect toivarda his guest; while the assistance of hia attendant enabled 
hira to make a clear oaoaabulum of what was left. Count Robert at length 
Eummcued up courage sufficient to put a question, which had been trembling 
upon his lips ever since Hereward had returned. 

"Have thine enquiries, my gallant friend, learned more concerning my 
unfortunate wife, my faithful Brenhilda?" 

'■ Tidings I have," said the Anglo-Saxon, " but whether pleasing or not, 
yourself must be the judge. This much I have learned; — slie hath, as jou 
know, come under an engagement to meet the Cfesar in arms in the liste, 
hut under conditions which you may perhaps think strange; these, how- 
ever, she hath entertained without scruple." 

"Let me know these terras," said the Count of Paris; "they will, I 
think, appear less strange in my eyes than in thine." 

But while he affected to speak with the utraoat coolness, the hueband's 
sparkling eye and crimsoned cheek betrayed the alteration which had takea 
place in hia feelings. " The lady and the Oieaar," said Hereward, " as you 
partly heard yourself, are to meet in fight; if the Counteas wins, of course 
she remiwns the wife of the noble Count of Paris ; if ahe loses, she becomes 
the paramour of the Cs^ar Nicephorus Briennius." 

" Bainta and angels forbid i" said Count Robert ; " were they to permit 
each treason to triumph, we might be pardoned for doubting their 
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or to be defeated, is in the hand of fate ; but what we cannot fail to -witnoBB 
18, whether or not the lady reoeivea that fair play which 13 the due of an 
honourable comhatant, and which, as you have yourself seen, can be some- 
times basely transgressed in this Grecian empire." 

" On that condition," said the Count, " and protesting, that not even the 
extreme danger of my lady shall make me break through, the rule of a fair 
fight, I will surely attend the lists, if thou, brave Sason, canst find me any 
moans of doing so. — Tet stay," he continued, after reflecting for a moment, 
"thou shalt promise not to let her know that her Count is on the field, fur 
leas to point him out to her eye among the press of warriors. 0, thou doat 
not know that the sight of the beloved will sometimes steal from ua our 
courage, even when it has most to aohiere !" 

" We will endeavour," said the Varangian, " to arrange matters according 
to thy pleasure, so that thou flndest out no more fantastical diffiuulties ; for, 
by my word, an affair so complicated in itself, requires not to be confused 
by the fine-spun whims of tby national gallantry. Meantime, much must 
be done this night ; and while I go about it, thou, Sir Knight, hadst best 
remain here, with such disguise of garments, and suoh food, as Edric may 
be able to procure for thee. Fear nothing from intruaion on the part of thy 
neighbours. We Varangians respect each other's secrets, of whatever nature 
they may chance to be." 



Cljapttr tljE 'f iaEiih[-,fii:gi 



As Hereward spoke the last words narrated in the foregoing chapter, he 
left the count in his apartment, and proceeded to the Blaoquernal Palace, 
We traced his first entrance into the court, hot since then he had frequently 
been summoned, not only by order of the Princess Anna Comnena, who 
delighted in asking him questions concerning the customs of his native 
country, and marking down the replies ia her own inflated language ; but 
also by the direct command of the Emperor himself, who had the humour 
of many princes, that of desiring to obtain direct information from persons 
in a very inferior station in their Court. The ring which the Princess had 
given to the Varangian, served as a pass-token more than once, and was 
now so generally known by the slaves of the palace, that Hereward had only 
to slip it into the hand of a principal person among them, and was intro- 
duced into a small chamber, not distant from the saloon already mentioned, 
dedicated to the Muaes. In this small apartment, the Emperor, his spouse 
Irene, and their accomplished daughter Anns. Comnena, were seated 
together, clad in very ordinary apparel, as indeed the furniture of the n 
itself was of the kind used by reEpectable citizens, saving tbat mattrar 
composed of eiderdown, hung before each door to prevent the risk of ei 
dropping. 

"Oar trusty Varangian," said the Empreaa. 

"My guide and tutor respecting Llie manners of those steel-clad m 
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said the PrinecsB Aona Comaena, " of whom it is so necoBGarj that 1 should 
fuvm an aecurate idea." 

"Your Imperial Mnjestj," said the Empress, "will not, I trust, think 
jour consort nnd jour muse-inspired daughter, are too manj to fihaie with 
you the intelligence hrought by this brave and loyal man?" 

"Dearest wife svnd daughter," returned the Emperor, "I have hitherto 
spared jou the burden of a painful secret, which I lave locked in my own 
bosom, at whatever expense of solitary sorrow and unimparted anxiety^ 
Noble daughter, you in particular will fael this calamity, learning, as you 
must learn, to think odiouely of one, of whom it has hitherto been your duty 
to liold a very different opinion." 
" Holy Mary 1" exclaimed the I 
" Rally yourself," said the Em; 
purple chamber, born, not to weep for your father's wrongs, but to avenge 
them, — not to regard even him who has lain by your side as half so 
important as the sacred Imperial grandeur, of which you are yourself a 
partaker." 

" What can such words preface?" a^i Anna Comnena, in great agitation. 
"They say," answered the Emperor, "that the Csesar is an ungrateful 
man to all my bounties, and even to that which annexed him to m^ own 
house, and made him by adoption my own son. He hath consorted bimaolf 
with a knot of traitors, whose vary names are enough to raise the foul flend, 
as if to snatch his assured prey !" 

"Could Nieephorus do this!" said the astonished and forlorn Princess; 
" Nieephorus, who has so often called my eyes the lights by which he steered 
his path? Could he do this to my father, to whose exploits he has listened 
hour after hour, protesting that he knew not whether it was the beauty of 
the language, or the heroism of the action, whioh most enchanted him? 
Thinking with the same thought, seeing with the same oye, loving with the 
same heart, — 0, my father I it is impossible that he could be so false. 
Think of the neighbouring Temple of ftle Muses I" 

" And if I did," murmured Alexius in his heart, " I should think of the 
only apology which could be proposed for the traitor. A little is well 
enough, hut the full soul loathotn the honey-comb." Then speaking aloud, 
"My daughter," he said, "be comforted; we ourselves were unwilling to 
believe the shameful truth; but our guards have been debauched; their 
commander, that ungrateful Achilles Tatius, with the ecjual traitor, Age- 
lastes, have been seduced to favour our imprisonment or murder ; and, aks 
far Greece I in the very moment when she required tho fostering care of a 
parent, she was to he deprived of him by a sudden and merciless blow 1" 

Here the Emperor wept, whether for the loss to be sustained by his sub- 
jects, or of his own life, it is hard to say. 

" Methinks," said Irene, "your Imperial Highness is slow in taking mea- 
sures against the danger." 

"Under your gracious permission, mother," answered the Princess, "I 
would rather say he was hasty in giving belief to it. Methinks the evi- 
dence of a Tarangian, granting tiro to be ever so stout a man-at-arms, ia 
but a frail guarantoe against the honour of your son-in-law — the approved 
bravery and fidelity of the captain of your guards — the deep sense, virtue, 

and profound wisdom of the greatest of your philosophers" 

"And the conceit of an over-educated daughter," said the Emperor, 
" who will not allow her parent to judge in what most concerns him. I 
will tell thee, Anna, I know every one of them, and the trust which may 
be reposed in them; tlie honour of jour Nieephorus — the bravery and 
fidelity of the Acolyte — and the virtue and wisdom of Agelastes — liavo I 
not had them all in m^ purse? And had my purse continued well filled, 
and my arm strong as it was of late, there they would havo stili remained. 
But the butterflies went off as the weather became cold, and I muat meet 
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the tempest without their aaaistance. Yoa talk of want of proof? I hava 
proof sufficient when I see danger ; this honest soldier brought me indioBf 
tions which eorresxionded with my own private remarks, made on purpose. 
Varangian he shall be of Varangians ; Aooljte he shall be named, in place 
of the present traitor; and who knows -what may come thereafter?" 

"May it please your Highness," said the Varangian, who had been 
hitherto silent, "many men iu this empire rise to dignity by the fall of 
their original patrons, but it is a road to greatness to which I cannot recon- 
cile mj conscience ; moreover, having recovered a friend, from whom I was 
long ^o separated, I shall require, in short space, your Imperial license for 
going hence, where I shall leave thousands of enemies behind me, and 
Bpenoing my life, like many of mj eoantrymen, under the banner of King 

Williajn of Scotland" 

"Part with (See, mostinimitableman!" cried the Emperor, with emphasis; 
"where shall I get a soldier — a champion — a friend — so faithful?" 

" Noble sir," replied the Angio-Sason, " I am every way sensible to your 
goodness and muniflcence ; but let me entreat you to call me by my own 
name, and to promise me nothing but your forgiveness, for my having been 
the agent of snch confusion among your Imperiai servftnts. Not only is 
the threatened fate of Achilles Tatius, my benefactor ; of the Ceesar, whom 
I think my weil-wisher ; and even of Agelastes himself, painful, so far as it 
is of my bringing round ; but also I have known it somehow happen, that 
those on whom your Imperial Majesty has lavished the most valuable ex- 
pressions of your favour one day, were the nest day food to fatten the chongh 
and orow. And this, I acknowledge, is a purpose, for which I would not 
willingly have it said I had brought my English limbs to these Grecian 
shores." 

" Call thee by thine own name, ray Edward," said the Emperor, {while he 
mutlflred aside — "by Heaven, I have agdn forgot the name of the barba- 
rian I") — "by thine own name certainly for the present, but only until we 
ehall devise one more fitted for the trust we repose in thee. Meantime, look 
at this scroll, which contains, I think, ail the particulars which we have 
been able to learn of this plot, and give it to those unbelieving women, who 
will not credit that an Emperor is in danger, till the blades of the conspi- 
rators' poniards are clashing within his ribs." 

Hereward did as he was commanded, and having looked at the scroll, and 
signified, by bonding his head, his acquiescence in its contents, he presented 
it to Irene, who had not read long, ere, with a countenance so embittered 
that she had difficulty in pointing out the cause of her displeasure to her 
daughter, she bade her, with animation, "Read that — read that, and judge 
of the gratitude and affection of thy Cseaarl" 

The Princess Anna. Coranena awoke from a state of profound and over- 
powering melancholy, and looked at the passage pointed out to her, at first 
with an air of languid curiosity, which presently deepened into the most 
intense interest. She clutched the scroll as a falcon does his prey he e^a 
lightaned with indignation ; and it was with the cry of the bird wl en n 
iury that she esclaimed, "Bloody-minded, double-hearted traitor I whit 
wouldst thou have? Tes, father," she said, risins in fury, " it is no long r 
the voice of a deceived princess that shall intercede to avert from the t i or 
Nioephorus the doom he has deserved 1 Did he think that one bo n n tl e 
purple chamber could be divorced — murdered, perhaps- — ^with the p tty 
formula of the Romans, ' Restore the keys — be no longer my d 1 c 
drudge?'* Was a daughter of the blood of Coranenus liable to si h ns Is 
as the meanest of Quirites might bestow on a family housekeeper 

So saying, she dashed the tears from her eyes, and her countenance 
naturally that of beauty and gentleness, became animated with the es 
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proasion of a fury. Hereward looked at hev with a miiture of fear, dislike 
and oompaBBioii. She aa/na burst forth, for nature having given her oon- 
sidarabla abilities, had lent her at the same time an energj; of passion, far 
superior in power to the cold ambition of Irene, or the wily, ambidexter, 
shuffling policy of the Emperor. 

" He shall abye it," siud the Prinoess ; " he shall dearly abye it ! False, 
smiling, cozening traitor I — and for that unfeminine barbarian! Something 
of this I gueaaed, even at that old fool's ban que ting-house ; and jet if this 
unworthy Ofeaar submits his body to the chance of arms, he is iess prudent 
than I have some reason to believe. Think you he will have the madness 
to brand us with such open neglect, my father? and will you not invent 
some mode of ensuring our revenge ?" 

"Sob!" thought the Emperor, "this difficulty is over; she will run dowa 
hill to her revenge, and wijl seed the snaffle and curb more than the losh. 
If every jealous dame in Constantinople were to pursue her fury as unre- 
lentingly, our laws should be written, lifeo Draco's, not in ink, but in blood, 
— Attend to me now," he said aloud, "my wife, my daughter, and thou, 
dear Edward, and you shall learn, and you three only, my mode of navi- 
gating the vessel of the state through these shoals." 

" Let us see distiuctiy," continued Alexius, " the means by which they 
propose to act, and these shall instruct us how to meet them. A certain 
number of the Varangians are unhappily seduced, under pretence of 
wrongs, artfully stirred up by their villanous general. A part of them are 
studiously to be arranged nigh our person — the triutor Ursel, some of thom 
suppose, IS dead, but if it were so, nis name is sufficient to draw together 
his old fsctionaries — I have a means of satisfying them on that point, on 
whioh I shail remain silent for the present. — A considerable body of the 
Immortal Guards have also given way to eeduotion; they are to be placed 
to support the handful of treacherous Yarangians, who are in the plot to 
attaoK our person. — Now, a slight change in tlie stations of the soldiery, 
which thou, my faithful EdwaiS— or — a— a — whatever thou art named, — 
for which thou, I say, shalt have full autliority, will derange the plans of 
the traitors, and place the true men in such position around them as to cut 
them fo pieces with little trouble." 

" And the combat, my lord ?" said the Sason, 

" Thou hadst been no true Varangian hadat thou not enquired after that," 
said the Emperor, nodding eood-mimouredly towards him. " As to the 
combat, the Cfesar has devised it, and it shall be my care that he shall not 
retreat from the dangerous part of it. He cannot in honour avoid fighting 
with this woman, strange as the combat is; and however it ends, the con- 
spiraey will bre^ forth, and as assuredly ns it comes against persons pre- 
pared, and in arms, shall it be stifled in the blood of the conspirators I" 

" My revenge does not require this," said the Princess ; " and your Impe- 
rial honour is also interested that this Countess shall ba protected." 

"It is little business of mine," said the Emperor. "She comes here 
with her husband altogether uninvited. He behaves with insolenco in taj 
presence, and deserves whatever may be the issue to himself or his lady 
of their mad adventure. In sooth, I desired little more than to give him a 
fright with those animals whom their ignorance judged enchanted, and to 
give his wife a slight alarm about the impetuosity of a Grecian lover, and 
there my vengeance should have ended. Sut it may be that his wife may 
be taken under my protection, now that little revenge is over." 

"And a paltry revenge it was," said the Empress, "that you, a roan past 
middle life, and with a wife who might command some attention, should 
constitute yourself the object of alarm to such a handsome man as Count 
Robert, and the Amazon his wife." 

" By your favour, dame Irene, no," said the Emperor. " I left that part 
of the proposed comedy to my flon-in-li.w the CiEsai'." 



.-.obvCoOglc 



176 WAVERI.EY novt; 

But when the poor Emperor had in eome men 
effectualiy opened another, and one which W£ 
more flhaoie to your Imperial wisdom, my father 1" excliumed the PrinocBg 
Anna Comnena ; " it is a shame, that with wisdom and a beard like yours, 
you should be meddling in suoh indecent follies as admit disturbance into 
private families, and that family your own daughter's! Who can aay that 
the CEesar Nicephorus Briennius over looked astray towards another tTomati 
than his wife, till the Emperor taught him to do so, and involved him in a 
web of intrigue and treachery, in which he has endangered the life of his 
father-in-law }" 

"Daughter! daughter! daughter!" — said the Empress ; "daughter of a 
she-wolf, I think, to goad her parent at such an unhappy time, whsa all the 
leisure he has is too little to defend liis life I" 

" Peace, I pray you, women both, with your Benseless clamours," an- 
swered Aloxiua, " and let ma at leiwt swim for my life undiaturhed with 
your folly. God Itnowa if I am a man to encourage, I will not say the real- 
ity of wrong, but even its mere appearanoe 1" 

These words he uttered, crossing himself, with a devout groan. His wife 
Irene, in the meantime, stept before him, and said, with a bitterness in her 
looks and accent, which only long-concealed nuptial hatred breaking forth 
at once could convey, — "Alexius, tenninate this otFair how it will, yoa 
have lived a hTpocrite, and thou wilt not fail to die one." So saying, with 
an air of noble indignaUoD, and carrying her daughter along with her, she 
swept out of the apartment.' 

The Emperor looked after her in some confusion. He soon, however, re- 
covered his self-possession, and turning to Here ward, with a look of injured 
majesty, said, "Ah! my dear Edward," — for the word had become rooted 
in his mind, instead of the less euphonic name of Hereward, — "thou seest 
how it is even with the greatest, and that the Emperor, in momeiitB of dif- 
fieulty, is a subject of misconstruction, as weU as the meanest burgess of 
Constandnople ; noTertheless, my trust is so great in thee, Edward, that I 
would have thee believe, that my daughter, Anna Comnena, is not of the 
temper of her mother, bnt rather of my own ; honouring, thou mayst see, 
with religious fidelity, the unworthy ties which I hope soon to break, and 
assort her with other fetters of Cupid, which shall he home more lightly. 
Edward, my main trust is in thee. Accident presents ns with an oppor- 
tunity, happy of the happiest, so it be rightly improved, of having all the 
traitors before us assembled on one ffur field. Think, tJten, on that day, as 
the Franks say at their tournaments, that fair eyes behold thee. Thou canst 
not devise a gift within my power, but I will gladly load thee with it." 

" It needs not," said the Varangian, somewhat coldly ; " my highest am- 
bition is to merit the epitaph upon my tomb, ' Hereward was faithful." I 
am about, however, to demand a proof of your imperial oonfldence, which, 
perhaps, you majf thint a startling one." 

" Indeed I" said the Emperor. " What, in one word, is thy demand ?" 

"Permission," replied Hereward, "to go to the Duke of Bouillon's on- 
oampment, and entreat his presence in the lists, to witness this ertraordi- 
nary combat." 

"That he may return witli his crusading madmen," said the Emperor, 
" and sack Constantinople, under pretence of doing justice to his Confede- 
rates ? This, Varangian, is at least speaking thy mind oponly." 

"No, by Heavens!" said Hereward suddenly} "the Duke of Bouillon 
shall come with no more knights than may be a reasonable guard, should 
treachery be offered to tlie Countess of Pans." 

" Weil, even in this," said the Eojperor, " will I be conformable ; and if 
thou, Edward, betrayest my trust, think that thou forfoitest iJl that my 
friendship iias promised, and dost incur, besides, the damnation that is due 
to the traitor who betrays with a kiss." 
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""EoT thj rewiird, nobla sir," answered the Varangian, "I hevebj re- 
iiounoe all claim fo it. When the diadem is onee more firmly fixed upon 
thy hrow, and the sceptre in thy hand, if I am then alive, if my poor ser- 
vices should deserve so much, I will petitioa thee for the means of leaving 
this eourt, and retarninf^ to the distant island in which I was born. Mean- 
while, think me not unfaithfal, heoauae I have for a time the means of being 
so with effoet. Tour Imperial Highn^s shall learn that Hereward is as true 
as is your ri^ht hand to your left." — So saying, he took hie ieare with a 
profonnd obeisance. 

The Emperor gaaed after him with a, oountananoe in which doubt was 
mineled with admiration. 

" I have trusted him," he said, " with all he asked, and with the power 
of ruining me entirely, if such be hia purpose. lie has but to breathe a 
whisper, and the whwe mad crew of crusaders, kept in humour at the ex- 
pense of 90 much current falsehood, and so much more gold, will return 
with fire and swovd to burn down Constantinople, and sow with salt the 
place where it stood. I have done what I had resolved never to do, — I have 
ventured kingdom and life on the faith of a man born of woman. How 
often have I said, nay, sworn, that I would not hazard myself on such 
peril, and yet, step by step, I have done so I I cannot tell— there is in that 
man's looks and words a good foith which overwbelros me ; and, what is 
almost incredible, my belief in him has increased in proportion t^i hia show- 
ing me how slight my power was over him. I threw, like the wily angler, 
every bait I could devise, and some of them such as a king would scarcely 
have disdained; to none of these would he rise; but yet he gorgea, I may 
say, the bare hook, and enters upon my service without a shadow of self- 
interest. — Can this be double-distilled treachery? — or can it be what men 
call disinterestedness 7 — If I thought him false, the moment ia not yet past 
— he has not yet croEsod the bridge — he has not passed the guards of the 
palace, who have no hesitation, and know no disobedience — But no— I were 
then alone in the land, and without a friend or confidant. — I hear the sound 
of the outer gate unclose, the sense of danger certainly renders my ears 
more acute than usual. — It shuts again — the die ia cast. He is at liberty^ — 
and Alexius Comnenns must stand or fall, according to the uncertdn faith 
of a mercenary Tarangian." He olapt hia hands; a slave appeared, of 
■whom he demanded wine. Ha drank, and his heart was cheered within 
him. " I am decided," he said, " and will abide with resolution the cast 
of the throw, for good or for evil." 

So saying, he retired to his apartment, and was not again seen during 
that night. 



(l^linptn tl|E Cinnit^-lErnitii. 



Tae Varangian, his head agitated with the weighty matters which wer« 
Imposed on hiin, stopt from time to time aa he journeyed through the nwan- 
light streets, to arrest passing ideas as they shot through his mind, and 
consider them with accuracy in all their bearinffs. His thoughts were such 
as animated or alarmed him alternately, each followed by a oonfug->d throng 
of aooofflpanimenta which it suggested, and banished again in its turn by 
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reflections of auothev description. It was one of thoee conjunctureB when 
the minds of ordinary men feel themselves onaUe to support a burden which 
is aaddenly flung upon them, and when, on the contrary, thoas of uncommon 
fortitude, and that best of Heaven's giftfi, good sense, founded on presence 
of mind, feel their talents awatened and regulated for the occasion, like a 
^ood steed under the management of a rider of courage and experience. 

As he stood in one of those flt-s of reverie, which repeatedly d ring th t 
night arrested hia etern military march, Horeward tlionght that h 
caught the note of a distant trumpet. This sui^rised liiin; a t un p t 
blown at that late hour, and in the streets of Constantinople, argu d m 
thing extraordinary- for la ill military movements were the Ij t f 
special d an h ^^^ ^. c u^ _:_t,i. — 1,1 i.._,ii„ 1. — u, - 1. 
gressed w th u m a 
could be 

Had t n b k n u inexpectedlj, and in a diflere t mann 

from wh th n to p p ed to themselves? — If so, h m t g 
with hi gh d b d afte many years' absence, was but d 1 

preface ii par ng Or had the crusaders, a rac f n 

upon whose motions it was difficult to calculate, suddenly taken arms and 
returned from the opposite shore to surprise the city J This might very 
possibly be the case ; so numerous had been the different causes of com- 
pldnt afforded to the crusaders, that, when they were now for the first time 
assembled into one body, and had heard the stories which they could 
reciprocally tell concerning the perfidy of the Greeks, nothing was so likely, 
so natural, even perhaps so juGtiflable, as that they should study revenge. 

But the sound rather resembled a point of war regularly blown, than the 
tumultuous blare of bugle-horns and trumpets, the aocompanimente at once, 
and the annunciation, of a taken town, in which the horrid circumstances 
of storm had not yet given place to such stern peace as the victors' weari- 
ness of slaughter and rapine allows at length to the wretched inhabitants. 
"Whatever it was, it was necessary that Hereward should iearn its purport, 
and therefore he made his way into a broad street near the barracks, from 
which the sound seemed to come, to which point, indeed, hie way was 
directed for other reasons. 

The inhabitants of that quarter of the town did not appear violently 
startled b^ this military signal. The moonlight sle;)t on the street, crossed 
by the gigantic shadowy towers of Sancta Sophia. No human being 
appeared in the streets, and such as for an instant looked from their doors 
or from their lattices, seemed to have their curiosity quickly satisfied, for 
they withdrew their heads, and secured the opening through which they 
had peeped. 

Hereward could not help remembering the traditions which were recounted 
by the fathers of his tribe, in the deep woods of Hampshire, and which 
spoke of invisible huntsmen, who were heard to follow with viewless horses 
and hounds the unseen chase through the depths of the forests of Germany. 
Such it seemed were the sounds with which these haunted woods were wont 
to ring while the wild ohaae was up; and with suoh apparent terror did the 
hearers listen to their clamour. 

"Fiel" he said, as he suppressed ■within Mm a tendency to the sama 
superstitious fears ; " do such childish fancies belong lo a man trusted with 
BO much, and from whom so much is expected !" He naced down the street, 
therefore, with his batUe-axo over his shoulder, and the flrst person whom 
h w t'gtolk tfh'd hq f d 'gth 
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history, and who, hastily stepping into his habitation, esoheWed all further 
coiiversatioD. 

The wrestler Stephaoos showed himself at the nest door, which was gar- 
landed with oak and ivy leaves, in honour of some recent Tiolevy. He stood 
unshrinking, partly encouraged hy the oonBoiousness of personal strength, 
snd partly by a rugged surliness of temper, which is often mistaken among 
persons of tnis kind for real courage. His admirer and flatterer, Lysi- 
maohuB, kept himaolf ensconced behind his ample ehouiders. 

As Hereward passed, he put the same question as he did to the former 
citizen, — "Know you the jneaning of these trumpets sounding so late?" 

" You should know best yourself," answered SKphanos, doggedly ; " for, 
to judge by your axe and helmet, they are your trumpets, and not ours, 
which disturb honest men in their first sleep.'' 

" Varletl" answered the Varangian, with an emphasis which made the 
prizor start, — " but — when that trumpet sounds, it is no time for a soldier 
to punish insolence as it deserves." 

The Greek started back and bolted into his house, nearly overthrowing 
in the speed of his retreat the artist Ljsimaohus, who was listening to what 
passed. 

Hereward passed on to the barracks, where the military music had seemed 
to halt; but on the Varangian crossing the threshold of the ample court-, 
yard, it broke forth again with a tremendous burst, whose clancour almost 
stunned him, though well accustomed to the sounds. " What is the meaning 
of this, Engelbreoht t" he said to the Varangian sentinel, who paced axe in 
hand before tie entrance. 

" The proclamation of a ohallenga and coinbat>" answered Bngelbreeht. 
" Strange things towards, comrade ; the frantic crusaders have bit the 
Grecians, and infected them with their humour of tilting, as they say doga 
do each other with madness." 

Hereward made no reply to the sentinel's speech, but pressed forward 
into a knot of his feliow-soidiers who were assembled in the court, half- 
armed, or, more properly, in total disarray, as just arisen from their beds, 
and huddled around the trumpets of their corps, which were drawn out iu 
full pomp. He of the gigantic instrument, whose duty it was to intimate 
the express commands of the Emperor, was not wanting in his place, and 
the musicians were supported hy a band of the Varangians in arms, headed 
by Achilles Tatius himself. Hereward could also notice, on approaching 
nearer, as his comrades made way for him, that sis of the Imperial hei^lds 
were on duty on this occasion ; four of these (two acting at the same time) 
had aJready made proclamation, which was to be repeated for the third 
time by the two last, as was the usual fashion in Constantinople with Im- 
perial mandates of great consei^uenee. Achilles Tatius, the moment he 
saw his confidant, made him a sign, which Hereward understood as con- 
veying a desire to speak with him after the proclamation was over. The 
herald, after the flourish of trumpets was finished, commenced in these 

"By the authority of the resplendent and divine Prince Alexius Cora- 
nenus. Emperor of the most holy lioman Empire, his Imperial Majesty 
dosires it to be made known to all and sundry the subjects of his empire, 
whatever their race of blood may be, or at whatever shrine of divinity th^ 
happen to bend — Know ye, therefore, that upon the second day after this ia 
diited, our beloved son-in-law, the much esteemed Caesar, hath taken upon 
him to do battle with our sworn enemy, Robert, Count of Paris, on account 
of his insolent conduct, by presuming publicly to occupy our royal seat, and 
no leas by breaking, in our Imperial presence, those curious specimens of 
art, ornamenting our throne, called by tradition the Lions of Solomon. And 
that there may not remain a man in Europe who shall dare to say that the 
Grecians are behind other parts of tiie world in any of the manly exercises 



.eubyGoogle 



180 WAVEILEY NO\E S 

■whicti Christian natiotis us th d W m 11 fc 

dooe from falsehood, from p 11 f m aaagi h 11 d b t th q 1 

in three oouraea with gri d d p d th. p f m w th 

sharpened swords; the fi 15 to b t th j Igm t f th h 11 

Emperor, and to be decided thmtgac d ngpl 

And so God show the right ! 

Another formidable flo h f tl t mp t 1 1 d th y 

Achilles then dismissed tl ttedtt paswlla-thl 11 d 
muBiciaos, to their respect qte dh ggtH dlt 

his side, enquired of him w h th h 1 i 1 d y tl g f th pnso 

Kobect, Count of Paris. 

"Nothing," said the Yarangiaa, "save the tidings your proclamation 
contwna." 
" You think, then," said Achilles, " that the Count has been a party to it." 
" He ought to have been so," answered the Varangiin " I know no one 
but himseff entitied to take burden for his appearance m the IiBts ' 

" Why, look you," said the Acolyte, " my most excellent though blunt- 
witted Hereward, this Csesar of ours liath had the extravagance to venture 
his tender wit in comparison to that of Achilles Tatius He stands upon 
his honour, too, this ineffable fool, and is displeased with the idea of being 
supposed either to challenge a woman, or to receive a challenge at her 
hand. He has substituted, therefore, the name of the lord instead of the 
lady. If the Count fail to appear, the Caasar walks forward ihallenger and 
successful combatant at & cheap rate, since no one has encountered him, 
and claims that the lady shonld be delivered up to him as a captive of his 
dreaded bow and spear. This will be the , signal for a a;eneral tumult, in 
which, if the Emperor be not slain on the spot, he will 1 o (onieycd to the 
dungeon of bis own Blaequemal, there to endure the doom n hn h his cruelty 
has inflicted upon eo many others." 
" But" — said the Varangian. 

"But — but — but," said hia officer; " but thou art a fool Canst thou 
not see that this /reliant Csssar is willing to avoid the risk of encountering 
with this ladj, while he earnestly desires to be supposed willing to meet 
her husband ? It is our business to fis the combat in such a shape as to 
bring all who are prepared for insurrection together in aims to play their 

Krts. Do thou only see that our trusty friends are placed near to the 
lineror's person, and in such a manner as to keep from him the officious 
an d^^dling portion of guards, who may be disposed to assist him ; and 
whethw"?^e Csesar fights a combat with lord or lady, or whether there ba 
any combat at all or not, the revolution shall be accomplished, and the 
Tatii shall replace the Comneni upon the Imperial throne of Constantinople. 
Go, my truaty Hereward. Thou wilt not forget that the signal word of the 
insurrection is Ursel, who lives in the affections of the people, although hia 
body, it is said, has long lain a corpse in the dungeons of the Blacquer- 

" What was this Ursel," said Hereward, "of whom I hear men talk so 
Tariously ?" 

" A competitor for the crown with Alexius Comncnus — good, hrave, and 
honest; but overpowered by the cunning, rather than the skill or bravery 
of his foe. He died, as I believe, in the Blacquernal ; though when, or 
how, there are few that can say. But, up and be doing, my Hereward 1 
Speak encouragement to the Varangians— Interest whomsoever thou canst 
to join us. Of the Immortals, as they are called, and of the discontented 
citizens, enough are prepared to fill up the cry, and follow in the wake of 
those on whom wo must rely as the beginners of the enterprise. No longer 
shall Alesius's cunning, in avoiding papular assemblies, avail to protect 
him ; he cannot, with regard to his honour, avoid being present at a combat 
to be fought beneath his own eye ; and Jlercui'y be praised for the do- 
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queiice whioh inspired him, after some hesitation, to datermine for tlia 

prop'.iimaticn I" 

" You haye seeD him, then, this evening?" said the Varangian, 

" Seen him I Unquestionablj," answered the Acolyte. " limi I ordered 

those trumpota to be sounded without his knowledge, the blast had blown 

tho head from mj Bhoulders." 

" I had wellnigh met you at the palace," said Hereward ; while his heart 

throbbed almoat as high as if he had aotually had such a dangerous 



" I heard something of it," said Achilles ; " that yon came to take the 
parting orders of him who now acts the sovereign. Surely, had I seen you 
there, with that steadfast, open, seemingly honest oountenanoe, cheating the 
wily Greek by very dint of biuntness, I had not forborne laughing at tha 
contrast between that and the thoughts of thy heart." 

■' God alone," said Hereward, " knows the thoughts of our hearts ; hut I 
take him to witness, that I am faithful to my promise, and will discharge 
the task intrusted to me." 

" Bravo 1 mine honest Angio-Sason," said Achilles. "I pray thee to 
call my slaves to unarm me ; and when thou thyself doffest those weapons 
of an ordinary lifeguard's-man, toll them tliey never shall above twice more 
enclose tho limbs of one for whom fate has much more fitting garment in 



Upon entering the apartment, he was immediately saluted by the voice 
of Count Robert, in joyful acoetits, not suppressed by the fear of making 
himself hoard, though prudenoe should hava made that uppermost in hia 

"Ilast thou hoard it, my dear Hereward," he said — "hast thou heard 
the proclamation, by which this Greek antelope hath defied me to tilting 
with grinded spears, and fighting three passages of arms with sharpened 
swords? Yet there is something strange, too, that he should not think it 
safer to hold my lady to the encounter ! He tnay think, perhaps, that the 
crusaders would not permit such a battle to be fought. But, by our Ladj 
of the Brokan Lanoes 1 he little knowa that the men of the West hold their 
ladies' character for oaurage as jealously as they do their own. This whole 
night have I been considering in what armour I shall clothe me ; what Shift 
i shall make for a steed ; and whether I shall not honour him sufficiently 
by using Tranohefer, as my only weapon, against hia whole armour, offensive 
and defensive." 

"I shall take care, however," said Hereward, "that thou art better pro- 
vided ia case of need. — Thou tnowest not the Greeks." 



(e[iii|itn tjiE Craintii-iltljirii. 

Tds Varangian did not leave the Count of Paris until the latter had 
pIiKed in his hands his signet-ring, sanee, {as the heralds express it,) vrilh 
lances spliniered, and bearing the proud motto, " Mine yet unscathed," 
Provided with this symbol of confidence, it was now his business to take 
order for communicating the approaching solemnity to tho leader of tha 
crusading army, and demanding from him, in the name of Robert of Paris, 
and the Lady Brenhilda, such a detachment of west-em oavaliera as might 
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ensure strict obaerTanoe of honour and honestj in the arrangement of thu 
lists, and during the progress of the combat. The duties imposed on 
Hereward were such aa to render it impoasihle for him to proceed personallj 
to the camp of Godfrey ; and thoogh there were many of the Varangians 
in whose fidelity he could have trusted, he knew of none among those 
ander his ioimeaiate command whose intelligence, on so novel an ocenaion, 
alight be entirely depended on. In this perplexity, he strolled, perhaps 
without well knowing why, to the gardens of Agelastes, where fortune once 
more prodnced him an interview with Bertha. 

No sooner had Hereward made her aware of his difficulty, than the faithful 
hower-maiden's resolution was taken. 

"I see," said she, "that the peril of this part of the adventure must rest 
with me; and wherefore should it not? My mistress, in the bosom of 
prosperity, offered herself to g f th to th d w Id f my k I 
will for hors go to the camp t tl F kial 1 d H h b! 

man, and a pious Christi nd h f il m a faithf 1 p Ig m A 
woman can have nothing tf hg to hmnp hn 

errand." 

The Tarangian, howeve w t w 11 q t d witl th m f 

camps to permit the fair Btltugal Hp ddtl f f 

her safe-guard a trusty old Id 1 d t h p by I k 1 ss 

and uonfldenoe, and havine thoroughly possessed her of the pa I 1 f 

the message slie was to deliver, and desired her to be in reauin th t 

the enclosure at peep of dawn, returned once more to his barrai,k 

With the earliest light, Hereward was agwn at the spot wt h h d 
parted overnight with Bertha, accompanied by the"'bonest soldier to whose 
care he meant to confide her. In a short time, he had seen them safely on 
board of a ferry-boat lying in the harbour; the master of which readily 
admitted them, after some esamication of their license, to pass to Scutari, 
which was forced in the name of the Acolyte, as authorised by that foul 
conspirator, and which agreed with the appearance of old Osmund and his 
young charge. 

The morning was lovely ; and erelong the towa of Scutari opened on the 
view of the travellers, glittering, as now, with a variety of architecture, 
whiob, though it might be termed fantastioal, oould not be denied the praise 
of beauty. These buildings rose boldly out of a thick grove of cypresses, 
and other huge trees, the larger, probably, as they were respected for filling 
the cemeteries, and being the guEirdians of the dead. 

At the period we mention, another circumstance, no lees striking than 
beautiful, rendered doubly interesting a scene which must have been at all 
times greatly so. A large portion of that miscellaneous army whioh came 
to regain the holy places of Palestine, and the blessed Sepulchre itself, 
from the infidels, had established themselves in a camp witliin a mile, cr 
thereabouts, of Scutari, Although, therefore, the orusaders were destitute 
in a great measure of the use of tents, the army (excepting the pavilions of 
some leaders of high rank) had oonstructed for ttiemselves temporary huts, 
not unpleasing to the eye, being decorated with leaves and flowers, while 
the tall pennons and banners that floated over them with various devices, 
showed that the flower of Europe were assembled at that place. A loud 
and varied murmur, resembling that of a thronged hive, floated from the 
camp of the crusaders to the neighbouring town of Scutari, and every now 
aad then the deep tone was broken by some shriller sound, the note of some 
musical instrument, or the treble scream of some child or female, in fear or 
in eaiety 

The party at length landed in safety ; and as they approached one of the 
gates of the camp, there sallied forth a brisk array of gallant cavaliers, 
pages, and squires, exercising their masters' horses or their own. From 
the noise they made, conversing at tho very top of their voices, galloping, 
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curvetting, and pranoing their palfi-ejs, it aeemed aa if tlioir early discipline 
had called them to exercise ere the fumea of last night's reyel were 
thoroughly diesipated by repose. So soon aa they saw Bertha and her 

Earty, they approached them with cries which, marked their country was 
taly — " Al'erta ! al'Brta 1 — Roba de guadagno, cameradi !" * 

They gathered round the Anglo-Saxon maiden and her companions, re- 
peating their cries in a manner whiohmade Bertha tremble. Their general 
deniiind was, " What was her buainesa in their camp V 

" I would to the ^neral-in-chief, cavaliers," answered Bertha, " having a 
secret meaaage to hia ear." 

" For whoae ear V aaid a leader of the party, a handsome youth of about 
eighteen years of age, who seemed either to have a sounder brain than his 
fellows, or lo have overflowed it with ieas wine. " Which of our leaders do 
you oome hither to see?" he demanded. 

"Godfrey of Bouillon." 

"Indeed I" said the page who had apoken first; "can nothing of less 
coiisoqueaoo serve thy turn ? Take a look amongst ua ; young are we all, 
and reasonably wealthy. My Lord of Bouillon is old, and if he has any 
sequins, be is not like to lavish them in this way." 

" Still I have a token to Godfrey of Bouillon," answered Bertha, " an 
assured one ; and he will little thank any who obstructs my free passage to 
him;" and therewithal showing a little case, in whioh the signet of the 
Count of Paris was enclosed, "I will truat it in your hands," she said, "if 
you promise not to open it, but to give me free access to the noble leader of 
the ccusnders." 

" I will," said the youth, " and if such be the Duke's pleasure, thou ehalt 
bo admitted to him." 

" Ernest the Apulian, thy dainty Italian wit is ijaught in a trap," said 
one of his companions. 

"Thou art an ultramontane fool, Polydore," returned Ernest; "there 
may be more in this than either thy wit or mine is able to fathom. This 
maiden and one of her attendants wear a dress belon^ng to the Varangian 
Imperial guard. They have perhaps been intrusted with a message from 
the Emperor, and it is not irreconcilable with Alexius's polities to send it 
through such messengers as these. Let us, therefore, convoy them in all 
honour to the General's tent." 

" With all my heart," said Polydore. "A blue-eyed wench is a pretty 
thing, but I like not the sauce of the oamp-raai'shal, nor his taste in attiring 
men who gave way to temptation.f Yet, ere I prove a fool like my com- 
panion, I would ask who or what this pretty maiden is, who comes to put 
noble princes and holy pilgrims in mind that they have in their time had 
tho follies of men?" 

Bertha advanced and whispered in the ear of Ernest Meantime joke 
followed jest, among Polydore and the rest of the g« youths, in riotous 
and ribald auocession, which, however charaoteriatic ot^the rude speakers, 
may as well be omitted here. Their effect was to shake in some degree the 
fortitude of the Saxon maiden, who had some difficulty in mustering courage 
to addiess them. " As you have mothers, genUemen," abe said, " as you 
bavo fdr sisters, whom you would protect from dishonour with your beat 
blood — as you love and honour those hoiy places which you are sworn to 
free from the infidel enemy, have compassion on me, that you may merit 
success in your undertaking!" 

"Fear nothing, maiden," said Ernest, "I will be your protector; and 
you, my comrades, be ruled b^ me. I have, during your brawling, taken 
a view, though somewhat against my promise, of the pledge whioh she 
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bears, and if ste who presants it is nffrontad or maltreated, 1)9 asauted 
Godfrey of Bouillon will aeverely avenge tha wrong done ber." 

" Nay, comrade, if thou canst warnint uaemh ailPld I 

win myself be moat anxious to conduct flie y g w m li d 

aafety to Sir Godfnjy'a tent." 

"The Princes," aaid Ernest, "must ba nigl ting th 1 

"What I have said I will warrant and uphold w th h d d 1 f M I 
might guess, but I conclude this sensible y g m d pe k f 

herself." 

" Now, Heaven bless thee, gallant squire," a d B th d m k th 

dlike bra^B and fortunate I Embarrass yourself f th It th 

to deliver me safe to your leader, Godfrey." 

" We spend timo," siud Ernest, springing f r m ! h 1 

soft Eastern, fair maid, and 1 presume you w 11 tud y If d 

diffiBultj in managing a quiet horse ?" 

"Not the leas^' said Bertha, as, wrapping h If h k 1 

sprung from the ground, and alighted upon thptdpli 1 t 

stoops upon a rose-bush. " And now, sir, aa my b f ly b k 

delay, I will be indebted to you to show me insta Uytotlet tofDk 
Godfrey of Bouillon." 

By availing heraelf of this courtesy of the joung Aptilian, Bertha im- 
prudently separated herself from the old Varangian ; but the intentions of 
the youth were honourable, and he conducted her iirough the tents and 
huts to the pavilion of the celebrated Qanoral-in-chief of the Crusade. 

" Here," he said, "you must tarry for a space, under the guardianship 
of my companions," (for two or three of the pages had accompanied them, 
out of ouriosiW to see the issue,) " and I will take the commands of liie 
Duke of Bonilfon upon the subject," 

To this notbing could be objected, and Bertha had nothing betterito do, 
than to admire the outaide of the tent, which, in one of Alesius's fits of 
genetositj and muniflcenoe, had been presented by the Greek Emperor to 
the Chief of the Franks. It was raised upon tall spear-shaped poles, which 
had the semblance of gold; its curtains were of thick stuff, manufactured 
of silk, cotton, and gold thread. The warders who stood round, were [at 
least during the time that'the oounoil was held) old grave men, the personal 
squires of the body, most of them, of the sovereigns who had taken the Cross, 
and who could, therefore, betrusted as a guard over the assembly, witboat 
danger of their blabbing what they might overhear. Their appearance was 
serious and considerate, and they looked like men who had taken upon them 
the Gross, not as an idle adventure of arms, but as a purpose of the most 
aulemn and serious nature. One of these stojit the Italian, and demanded what 
business authorized him to press forward into the council of the crusaders, 
who were already taking their seats. The page answered by giving his 
name, "Ernest of Otranto, page of Prince I'ancred;" and stated that he 
announcednyoung woman, who bore a token to the Duke of Bouillon, adding 
that it was accompanied by a message for his own ear. 

Bertha, moantime, laid aside her mantle, or upper garment, and disposed 
the rest of her dresa according to the Anglo-Sason costume. She had hardly 
completed this task, before tna page of Prince Tancred returned, to conduoii 
her into the presence of the council of the Crusade. She followed his 
signal ; while the other young men who had accompanied her, wondering 
at the apparent ease with which she gained admittance, drew baok to a re- 
Bpeotful distance from the tent, and there canvassed the singularity of their 
morning's asiventure. 

In the meanwhile, the ambassadress herself entered the council chamber, 
exhibiting an ^i-eeable miature of shamefacedoess and reserve, together 
with a bold determination to do her duty at all events. There were about 
Sftoen of the principal crusaders assembled in oounoil, with their chieftain 
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Godfrey. lie himself was a tall strong man, arrwed at that period of life 
in whioli men ate supposed to have iost none of their reaolution, while they 
have aoquived a vrisdoro and circumspection unknown to their earlier years. 
The countenance of Godfrey bespote both prudence and boldnesB, and 
resembled hia hair, where a few threads of silver were already mingled 
with hia raven loeks. 

Tancred, the noblest knight of the Chrislian chivalry, sat at no great dis- 
tance from him, with Hueh, Bavl of Vermandoia, generally called the Great 
Count, the selfish and wily Bohemond, the powerful Raymond of Provence, 
and others of the principal crusaders, ail more or lees completely sheathed 

Bertha did not allow her courage to be broken down, but advancing with 
a timid grace towards Godfrey, she placed in his hands tJie signet which 
had been restored to her by the young page, and after a deap obeisance, 
spoke these words: "Godfrey, Count of Bouillon, Duke of Lorraine the 
Lower, Chief of the Holy Enterprise caliad the Crusade, and you, his 
gallant comrades, peers, and companions, by whatever titles you may be 
honoured, I, an hambSe maiden of England, daughter of Bngelred, origi- 
nally a franklin of HampBhire, and since Chieftain of the Foresters, or free 
Anglo-Saxons, under the command of the celebrated Bdrio, do claim what 
credence is due to the bearer of the true pledge which I put into your hand, 
on tlie part of one not the least considerable of your own body, Count 
Eohert of Paris" 

"Our most honourable confederate," said Godfrey, looking at the ring, 
"Most of you, my lords, must, I think, know this signet — a field sown with 
the fragments of many splintered lances." The signet was handed from 
one of the Assembly to another, and generally recognised. 

When Godfrey bad signified ao much, the maiden resumed her message. 
" To all true crusaders, therefore, comrades of Godfrey of Bouillon, and 
especially to the Duke himself, — to all, I say, excepting Bohemond of 

Tarentum, whom he counts unworthy of bis notice" 

■ " Hah 1 we unworthy of hia notice," said Bohemond. " What mean you 
by that, damsel ? — But the Count of Paris shall answer it to me." 

"Under your favour, Sir Bohemond," said Godfrey, "no. Our articles 
renounce the sending of challenges among ourselves, and the matter, if not 
dropt betwixt the parties, must be referred to tlie voice of this honourable 
council." 

"I think I guess the business now, my lord," said Bohemond. "The 
Count of Paris la disposed to turn and tear me, because I offered him good 
counsel on the evening before we left Constantinople, when be neglected to 
accept or be guided by it" 

"It will be the more easily explained when we have heard his message," 
said Godfrey. — "Speak forth Lord Robert of Paris's charge, damsel, that 
we may take some order with that which now seems a perplexed business." 

Bertha resumed her message ; and, having briefly narrated the recent 
events, thus oonoiuded : — " The battle is to be done to-morrow, about two 
hours after daybreak, and the Count entreats of the noble Duke of Lor- 
raine that he will permit some fifty of the lances of France U> attend the 
deed of arms, and secure that fair and honourable conduct which ho has 
otherwise some doubts of receiving at the hands of his adversary. Or if 
any young and gallant knight should, of his own free will, wish io view the 
said combat, the Count will feel his presence as an honour; always he 
desires that the name of such knight be numbered carefully with the armed 
crusaders who shall attend in the lists, and that the whole shall be limited, 
by Duke Godfrey's own inspection, to fifty lances only, which are enough to 
obtain the protection required, while more would bo considered as a prepa- 
ration for aggression upon the Grecians, and occasion the revival of disputes 
which are now happily at rest." 

<l2 
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Bertha, had no Eoonev finished delivaring her nianifeato, and made with 
great gi-ace her obeisanea to the ooiiuoil, than a, sort of -n-hiaper took place 
in the assomHy, which soon assumed a more lively tone. 

Their solemn vow not to turn their back upon Piilesiane, now that they 
had Bet their hands to the plough, was Btrongly urged by some of the elder 
knights of the council, and two or throe high rn'olates, who had by this 
tima entflred to take share in the deliberalioiis. The young knighta, on the 
other hand, were fired with indignation on hearing the manner in wliich 
their comrade had been trepanned; and few of tbeni could think of missioa 
& oombat in the lists in a country in which such sights were so rare, and 
where one was to be fought so near them, 

Godfrey rested his brow on his hand, and seamed in great perplexity. To 
break with the Gtreeks, after having suffered bo many injuries in order to 
maintain the advantage of keeping the peace with them, seemed very impo- 
litic, and a sacrifice of all he had obtained by a long course of painful for- 
bearance towai'ds AlaaiuB Comnenus. On IJie other hand, he wae bound 
as a man of honour to resent the injuiy offered to Count Robert of Paris, 
whose reckless spirit of chivalry made him tha darling of the army. It 
was the cause, top, of a beautiful lady, and a bravo one: every knight in 
the host would think himself bound, h^ his tow, to hasten to her defence, 
■ff hen Godfrey spoke, it was to complain of the diffioulty of the determina- 
tion, and the short time there was to consider the ease. 

" With submission to my Lord Duke of Lorraine," said Tancred, " I was 
a knight ere I was a crusader, and took on me the vows of chivalry, ere I 

5 laced this blessed sign upon my shoulder ; the vow first made must be first 
ischarged. I will therefore do penance for neglecting, for a space, the 
obligations of the second vow, while I observe that which recalls me to the 
first duty of knighthood, — the relief of a distressed lady in tha hands of 
men whose conduct towards her, and towards this host, in every respect 
entitles me to call them treacherous faitours." 

" If my kinsman Tancred," said Bohomond, " will cheek hia impetuosity, 
and you, my lords, will listen, as you have sometimaB deigned to do, to my 
advice, I tliink I can direct you how to keep clear of any breach of your 
oath, and yet fully l« relieve our distressed fellow-pilgrims. — 1 sea some 
suspicious looks are cast towards me, which are caused perhaps by the 
churlish manner in which this violent, and, in this case, almost insane young 
warrior, has protested against receiving my assistance. My great offence is 
the having given him warning, by precept and esnmple, of the ti'eachery 
which was about to be practised against him, and instructed him to use for- 
bearance and temperance. My wsirniag he altogether contemned — my 
esample he neglected to follow, and fell into tha enare which was spread, as 
it were, before his very eyes. Yet the Count of Paris, in rashly contemning 
me, has acted only from a temper which misfortune and disappointment 
have rendered irrational and frantic. I am so far from bearing him ill- 
will, that,- with your lordship's permission, and that of the present council, 
I will haste to the place of rendezvous with fifty lances, making up the 
retinue which attends upon each to at Jeast ten man, which will make tlie 
stipulated ausiliavy force equal to five hundred; ind with these I can have 
little doubt of rescuing tlie Count and his ladv." 

" Wobly proposed," said the Duke of 'Bouillon ; " and with a, charitable 
forgiveness of injuries which becomes our Christian expedition. But thou 
hast forgot the main dilfloulty, brother Bohemond, that we are sworn aover 
to turn back upon the sacred journey." 

" If we can elude that oath upon the present occasion," swd Bohemond, 
"it becomes our duty to do so. Are we such bad horsemen, or are our 
steeds so awkward, that we cannot rein tham back from this to the landin*. 
place at Scutari ? We can j;et them on ahipboavd in the sniiie retmgradii 
manner, and ivhun wo arrive in Europe, where our vow binds os no longer. 
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tlie Count and Coutitess of Paris are rescued, and our vow remains entire 
in tfae Chanoei7 of Heaven." 

A general shout arose — " Long life to the gallant Bohemond !— Shame to 
us if we do not fly to tbe aeBistanee of eo vatiant a knight, and a lady so 
lovely, Biaoe vre oan do bo without breach of our vow." 

" The question," said Godfrey, " appears to me to be eluded rather thnn 
solved; yet such evasiona have been admitted by the most learned and 
scrupoloua olerlts ; nor do I hesitate to admit of Bohemond's expedient, any 
more than if the enemy had attacked our rear, which might have ooeasioned 
our counierraarohin^ to be a ease of absolute necessity. 

Some there were lu the assembly, particularly the oharehmen, inclined 
to think that the oath by which the crusaders had solemnly bound them- 
selves, ought to be aa literaUy obeyed. But Peter the Hermit, who had a 
place in the council, and possessed great weight, declared it as his opinioc, 
"That since the precise observance of their vowwould tend to diminish the 
forces of the erusade, it was in fact unlawful, and should not be kept accord- 
ing to the literal meaning, if, by a fair construction, it could be eladed." 

Ho offered himself to back the animal which he beetrode — that is, his ass ; 
and though he was diverted from showing this example by the ramonstranoea 
of Godfrey of Bouillon, who was afraid of hia becoming a scandal in the 
eyes of the heathen, yet he so prevailed by his arguments, that the knights, 
far from scrupling to countermarch, eagerly contended which should have 
the honour of making one of the party wbiuh should retrograde to Constan- 
tinople, aee the combat, and bring back to the host in safety the valorous 
Count of Paris, of whoso victory no one doubted, and his Amazonian 



This emulation was also pot an end to by the authority of Godfrey, who 
himself selected the fifty knights who were to compose the party. They 
were chosen from different nations, and the command of the whole was 
given to young Tanored of Otranto. Notwithstanding the claim of Bohe- 
mond, Godfrey detdned the latter, under the pretext that his knowledge of 
the country and people waa absolutely necessary to enable the council to 
form the plan of the campmgn in Syria; but in reality he dreaded the sel- 
flshness of a man of great ingenuity as well aa military skill, who, finding 
himself in a separate command, might be tempted, should opportnnities 
arise, to enlai'ge hia own power and dominion, at the expense of the pious 
purposes of the crusade in general. The younger men of the expedition 
were chiefly anxious to procure such horses as had been thoroughly trained, 
and could go through with ease and temper the manceuvre of equitation, by 
which it mas designed to render leptiraate the movement which they had 
recourse to. The selection was at length made, and the detachment ordered 
to draw up in the rear, or upon the eastward line of the Christian encamp- 
ment. In the meanwhile, Godfrey charged Bertha with a message for the 
Count of Paris, in which, slightly censuring him for not observing mora 
caution in his intercourse with the Greeks, ne informed him that he had 
sent a detachment of fifty lances, with the corresponding squires, pages, 
men-at-arms, and crosa-bowa, five hundred in number, commanded by the 
yaliant Tanored, to his assistance. The Duke also informed him, thot he 
had added a suit of armour of the best temper Milan could afford, together 
with a trusty war-horse, which he entreated him to use upon the field of 
battle ; for Bertha had not omitted to intimata Count Robert's want of the 
means of knigbtiy equipment. The horse was brought before the pavilion 
accordingly, completely barbed or armed in steel, and laden with armour 
for the tnight'a body. Godfrey himself put the bridle into Bertha's 

" Thou need'st not fear to trust thyself with this steed, he is as gentle and 
docile as he is fleet and brave. Place thyself on his biick, and take heed 
thou stir not from the aide of the noble Prince Tancred of Otranto, whs 



.eubyCoOgIC 



188 "WAVERLEY NOVELS. 

mill be the fnitbful dafandei- of a maidea that has this day ahown dcstai-ity, 
courage, and fidelity." 

Bertha bowed low, as Iier oheeta glowed at pisise from one whose talents 
and worth, were in such jreneral eateem, aa to have raised him to the distin- 
guished aituntioa of leader of a host which numbered in it the hraveat and 
most distinguished captains of Christendom. 

"Who are jon two persons!" continued Godfrey, speaking of the com- 
panions of Bertha, whom he saw in the dislanoo before the tent. 

" The one," answered the dauisel, " is the master of the fari-y-boat which 
brought me over ; and the Other au old Varangian who came hither as my 
protector." 

" As they may come to employ their eyes here, and their tongues on the 
oppoBite side," returned the general of the crusaders, "I do not think it 
prudent to let them accompany youl They shall remain here for some short 
time. The citizens of Scutari will not comprehend for some space what our 
intention is, and I could wish Prince Tancred and his attendants to be the 
first to announce their own arrival." 

Bertha accordingly intimated the pleasure of the French general to the 
parties, without naming his motives ; when the ferryman be^an to exclaim 
on the hardsliip of intercepting him in his trade; and Osmund to complain 
of being detained from his duties. But Bertha, by the orders of Godfrey, 
left them, with the assuranoe that they wouJd be soon at liberty. Finding 
themselves thus abandoned, each applied himself to his favourite amuse- 
ment. The ferryman occupied himself in staring about at all that was new; 
and Osmund, having in the meanljrae accepted an offer of breakfaat from 
some of the domestics, was presently engr^d with a flask of such red wine 
as would have reconciled him to a worse lot than that which he at present 
experienced. 

The detachment of Tancred, fifty spears and their armed retinue, which 
amounted fully to five hundred men, after having taken a short and hasty 
refreshment, were in arms and mounted before the sultry hour of noon. 
After some manceuvres, of which the Greeks of Scutari, whose curiosity 
was awakened by the preparations of the detaohmenti were at a loss to com- 

grehend tbe purpose, they formed into a single column, baring four men in 
■ont. When the horses were in this position, the whole riders at once 
began to rein back. The action was one to which both the cavaliers and 
their horses were well accustomed, nor did it at first afford much surprise 
to the spectators ; but when the same retrograde evolution was continued, 
and the Dody of crusaders seemed about to enter the town of Scutari in so 
extraordinary a fashion, some idea of the truth began to occupy the citizens. 
The cry at length was general, when TanCred and a few ethers, whose horses 
were unusually well-trained, arrived at-the port, and possessed themselves of 
a galley, into which they led their horses, and, disregarding all opposition 
from the Imperial officers of the haven, pushed tbe vessel ofi' from the siiore. 

Other cavaliers did not accomplish tneir purpose so easily ; tb 'd 
the horses, were less accustomed to continue in the constrained p ce f 
snob a considerable length of time, so that many of the knight, ha g 
retrograded for one or two hundred yards, thought their vow was fii tly 
observed by having so far deferred to it, and riding in the ordinary n n 
into the town, seized without farther ceremony on some vessels, wl h n t- 
withstanding the orders of the Greek Emperor, had been allowed to m n 
on the Asiatic side of the strait. Some less able horsemen met w tl 
accidents; for though it was a (jroverb of the time, that noth g was 
bold aa a blind horse, yet from this mode of equitation, where ne h 1 
nor rider saw the way he was going, some steeds were overthro n th ra 
backed upon dangerous obstacles ; and the bones of the caval tl m 
selves suffered much more than would have been the case in a dina y 
march, 
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Those horsfitnen, also, who met with falls, inouwed tho danger of being 
filain bv the Greeks, had not Glodfrej, surmounting his relirious scruples, 
deapatohed a squadroa to extricate them — a task which tliej performed 
■with great ease. The greater part of Tanored's followers succeeded in em- 
harking, as was inteaded, nor was there more than a, score or two finall; 
amiBsing. To aecomplish their Toyage, however, even the Prince of Otranto 
himself, and most of flis followers, were obiigad to betake themaelves to the 
unknightlj labours of the oar. This they found extremely difficult, as wall 
from the stale both of the tide and the wind, as from the wane of practice 
at the exercise. Godfrey in person viewed their progress aniidusty, from 
a neighbouring height, and perceived with regret the difficulty which they 
found in making their way, which was still more increased by the necessity 
for tlieir keeping in a body, and waiting for the slowest and worst manned 
vessels, which considerably detained those that were more expeditious. 
They made son>e progress, however ; nor had the commander-in-chief the 
least doubt, that before sunset they would safely reach the opposite side of 
the strdt. 

He retired at length from his post of observation, having placed a careful 
sentinel in his stead, with directions to bring him word the instant that the 
detachment reached the opposite shore. This the soldier could easily dis- 
cern by the eye, if it was daylight at the time ; if, on the contrary, it was 
aight before they could arrive, the Prince of Otranto had orders to show 
certain lights, which, in case of their meeting resistance from the Greeks, 
should be arranged in a peculiar manner, so as to indicate danger. 

Godfrey then explained to the Greek authorities of Scutari, whom he 
summoned before him, the necessity there was that he should keep In readi- 
ness such vessels as could be procured, with which, in case of need, he was 
determined to transport a strong division from his army to support those 
who had gone before. He then rode back to his camp, the confused mur- 
murs of which, rendered more noisy by the various discussions concerning 
the events of the day, rolled off from the numerous host of the cfnsaders, 
and mingled with the hoarse sound of tho many-bjllowod EelleEpont. 



(Cl]a[ii£r tlji €iuEntii-/iiiirtlr. 



When the sky is darkened suddenly, and the atmosphere grows thick and 
stifling, the lower ranks of creation entertain the ominous sense of a coming 
tempest. Tho birds fly to the thickets, the wild creatures retreat to the 
closest covers which their instinct gives them the habit of frequenting, and 
domestic aniraals show their apprehension of the approaching thunder- 
storm by singnlar actions and movement-s inferrine feiu' and disturbance. 

It seems that human nature, when its original habits are cultivated and 
attended to, possesses, on similar occasions, something of that prescient fore- 
boding, which announces the approaching tempest to the inferior ranks of 
creation. The cultivation of our intBllectual powers goes perhaps too far, 
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when it teaches us entirely in suppress and disregard those natural feelings, 
which were originallj designed as sentinels by which nature warued us of 
impending danger. 

Something of the kind, howeTer, still remains, and that speoiea of feeling 
which announces to us sorrowful or alarming tidings, may be said, like the 
prmihecies of the weird sisters, to come over us like a sudden cloud. 

Daring the fatal day which was to precede the combat of the Csesar with 
the Count of Paris, there were current through the city of Constantinople 
the most contradictory, and at the same time the most terrific reports. 
Privy conspiracy, it was alleged, was on the Tery eve of breaiing out ; 
open war, it was reported by others, was about to shake her banners over 
the devoted city ; the precise cause was not agreed upon, any mo e th n the 
nature of the enemy. Some siud that the barbarians from the > d s of 
Thraoia, the Hungarians, as they were termed, and the Coman we e on 
their march from the frontiers to surprise the city ; another repo t stated 
that the Turks, who, daring this period, were established in Asa hal 
resolved to prevent the threatened attack of the crusaders upon Pal st 
trf surprising not onl^ the Western Pilgrims, but the Christ ans f the 
Eastj by one of their innumerable iuvasioDS, executed with th bar- 
teristic rapidity. 

Another report, approaching more near to the truth, declar d that the 
crusaders themselves, having discovered their various causes of n pi nt 
against Alexius Camnenus, had resolved to march back their un t d f s 
to the capital, with a view of dethroning or chastising him ; and the t z na 
were dreadfully alarmed for the consequences of the resentment f n n so 
fierce in their habits and so strange in their manners. In sho t alth ugh 
they did not all agree on the precise cause of danger, it was yet g n rally 
allowed that something of a dreadful kind was impending, whi h app a d 
to be in a certain degree confirmed by the motions that were tak ng place 
among the troops. The Varangians, as well as the Immortals, were g adu 
ally assembled, and placed in occupation of the strongest parts of the ty 
until at length the fleet of galleys, row-boats, and transports, occupied by 
Tancred and his party, were olissrved to put themselves in motion from 
Scutari, and attempt to gain such a height in the narrow sea, as upon the 
turn of the tide should transport them to the nort of the capital. 

Alexius Comnenus was himsfelf struck at this uuespected movement on 
the part of the crusaders. Yet, after some conversation with Heroward, on 
whom he had determined to repose his confidence, and had now gone too far 
to retreat, he became reassured, the more especially by the limited size of 
the detachment which seemed to meditate so bold a measure as an attack 
upon his capital. To those around him be said with carelessness, that it 
was hardly to be supposed that a ti'umpet oould blow to the charge, within 
hearing of the crusaders' camp, without some out of so many knights coming 
forth to see the cause and the issue of the conflict. 

The conspirators also had their secret fears when the little armament of 
Tancred had been seen on the straits. Agelastes mounted a mule, and went 
to the shore of the sea, at the plaoe now called Galata. He met Bertha's 
old ferryman, whom Godfrey had set at liberty, partly in contempt, and 
partly that the report he was likely to make, maght serve to ajnuse the con- 
spirators in the city. Closely examined by Agelastes, he confessed that the 
present detachment, so far as he understood, was despatched at the instance 
of Buhemond, and was under the command of his kinsman Tancred, whose 
well-known banner was floating from the headmost vessel. This gave 
courage to Agelastes, who, in the course of his intrigues, had opened a private 
oomraunication with the wily and ever mercenary Prince of Antioch. The 
object of the philosopher had been to obtain from Bohomond a body of his 
followers to co-operate in the intended conspiracy, and fortify the party of 
insurgents. It is true, that Bohemond had returned no answer, but the 
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account now given l)y the feiTjman, and the sigbt of Tancred the kiasman 
of Bohemond^ banner displaved on the straits, satisfied the philosopher that 
his oflers, his presents, and his pronnises, had gMned to hia side the avari- 
cioiia Italian, and that this blind had been selected by Bohemond, and were 
coming to act in his favour. 

As Agelaates turned to go off, he almost jostled a person, as much 
muffled up, and apparently as unwilling to be known, as the philosopher 
himself. Alexius Oomnenus, however — for it was the Emperor himself — 
knew Agelastes, though rather from his stature and gestures, than his 
countenance ; and could not forbear whispering in his ear, as he paased, the 
wall-known lines, to which the pretended sage's various acquisitions gave 
some degree of point: — 



Agelastes first started at the uneapeoted sound of the Emperor's voice, yet 
immediately recovered presence of mind, the want of which had made him 
suspect himself betrayed ; and without taking notice of the rank of the 
person to whom he spoke, he answered by a quotation which should return 
the alarm he had received. The speech that suggested itself waa aa.id to be 
that which the Phantom of Cleonice dinned into the ears of the tyrant who 
murdered her: — 

"Tu aote iasUtiam; leqiie alg!» alios manet all<ii."t 

The sentence, and the recollections which accompanied it, thrilled through 
the heart of the Emperor, who walked on, however, without any notice or 
reply. 

" The vile conspirator," he said, " had his associates around him, other- 
wise he had not hazarded that threat. Or it may have been worse — 
Agelnstes himself, on the very brink of thia world, may have obtained that 
singular glance into futurity proper to that situation, and perhaps speaks 
less from his own reflection than from a strange spirit of pi-esoienoe, which 
dictates his words. Have I then in earnest ainned so far in my imperial 
duty, as to make it juat to apply to me the warning used by the injured 
Cleonice to her ravisher and murderer? Methinks Ibave not. Mathinks 
that at less expense than that of a just severity, I could ill have kept my 
seat in the high place where Heaven has been pleased to seat me, and 
where, oa a ruler, I am bound to maintain my atation. Methinks the sum 
of those who have experienced my clemency may be well numbered with 
that of such as have austained the deserved punishments of their guilt — 
But has that vengeance, however deserved in itself, been always taken in a 
legal or jastiflable manner? My conscience, I doubt, will hardly answer so 
home a question ; and where is the man, had he the virtues of Antoninus 
himself, that can hold so high and responsible a place, yet sustain such an 
interrogation as is implied in that sort of warning which I have received 
from thia traitor? Ta cole justUiam — we all need to use justice to others — 
Teqae aiquE alioa manel ultoi — we are all amenable ixi an avenging being— 
I will see the Patriarch — instantlv will I see him ; and by confessing my 
transgressions to the Church, I wiU, by her plenary indulgence, acquire the 
right of spending the last day of my reign in a consciousness of innocence, 
or at least of pardon — a state of mind rarely the lot of those whoaa lines 
have fallen in lofty places." 

So saying, he passed to the palace of Zosimus the Patriarch, to whom he 
could unbosom himself with more safety, because he had long considered 
Agelastes as a private enemy to the Church, and a man attached to the 
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ancient doctriaea of lie atb en ism. In tiie councils of the state they were also 
opposed to eacli otlier, nor did the Emperor doubt, that in ooramunicating 
the secret of the eonspii-acj to the Patriaroli, he was sure to attain a lojal 
and firm supporter io the defence whicb he proposed to himself. He there' 
fore gave a signal by a lowwhistle, and a confidential officer, well mounted, 
approajjhed him, who attended him in his ride, though unoetentatiouBly, and 
at some distaDce. 

In this manner, therefore, Alesius Comnenus proceeded to the palace of 
the Patriarch, with as much speed as was consistent with his purpose of 
avoiding to attrant any particular notice as he passed through the street. 
During the whole ride, the warning of Agelastas repeatedly ooeurrei! to 
him, and his conscience reminded him of too manj actions of his reign 
which could only be justified by necessity, emphatically said to be the 
tyrant's plea, and which were of themselves deserving the dire Teugeance 
BO long delayed. 

When he came in sight of the splendid towers which adorned the front 
of the patriarchal palace, he tamed aside from the lofty gates, repaired to a 
narrow court, and again giving his mule to his attendant, he stopt before a 
postern, whose low arch and humble architrave seemed to esciude the pos- 
sibility of its leading to any place of importance. On knocking, however, 
a priest of an inferior order opened the door, who, with a deep reverence, 
received the Emperor so soon as he had made himself known, and conducted 
him into the interior of the paJaoe. Demanding a secret interview with the 
Patriarch, Alexius was then ushered into his private library, where he was 
received by the aged priest with the deepest respect, which the nature of his 
communication soon changed into horror and astonishment. 

Although Alexius was supposed hy many of his own court, and particu- 
larly by some members of his own family, to be little bettor than a hypocrite 
in bis religious professions, yet such severe observers were unjust in brand- 
ing him with a name so odious. He was indeed awara of the great support 
which he received from the good opinion of the clergy, and to them he was 
willing to make sacrifices for the advantage of the Church, or of individual 
prelates who manifested fidelity to the crown ; but though, on the one hand, 
such sacrifices were rarely made by Alexius, without a view to temporal 
policy, yet, on the other, he regarded them aa recommended by his devo- 
tional feelings, and took credit to himself for various grants and actions, as 
dictated by sincere piety, which, in another aspect, were the fruits of tem- 
poral policy. His mode of looking on these measures was tliat of a person 
with oblique vision, who sees an object in a different manner, according to 
the point from which he chances to contemplate it. 

The Emperor placed his own errors of government before the Patriarch 
in his confession, giving due weight to every branch of morality as it oeonr- 
red, and stripping from them the lineaments and palliative circumstances 
which had in his own imagination lessened their guilt. The Patriarch 
heard, to his astonishment, the real thread of many a court intrigue, which 
had borne a very different appearance, till the Emperor's narrative either 
justified his conduct upon the occasion, or left it totally unjustifiable. Upon 
the whole, the balance was certainly more in favour of Alexins than the 
Patriarch had supposed likely in that more distant yiew he had taken of 
the intrigues of the court, when, as usual, the ministers and the courtiers 
endeavoured to make up for the applause which they bad given in council 
in the most blameable actions of the absolute monarch, by elsewhere im- 
puting to his motives greater ^uilt than really belonged to them. Many 
men who had fallen sacrifices, it was supposed to the personal spleen or 
jealousy of the Emperor, appeared to have been in fact removed from life, 
or from liberty, because their enjoying either was inconsistent with the 
quiet of the state und the safety of the monarch. 

ZosimuB also learnfid, what lia perhaps already suspected, that amidst 
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the profound silanoo of dBspotism wbiols seemed to pervade the Grecian 
empire, it heaved frequently with convulsiTe throes, which ever and aoon 
mude obvious the eslatenoo of a volcano under the Barfaoe. Thus, -while 
smaller delinqnencieB, or avowed diacoiitent with the Imperial government, 
seldom oconrrod, and were Beverelj punished when they did, the deepest 
and moat mortal conspiracies against the life and the anthoritj of the 
Emperor were cherished by those nearest to his person ; and he was often 
himself aware of them, though it was not until they approached an ex- 
plosion that he dared act upon his knowledge, and punish the conspirators. 

The whole treason of the CieBar, with his associates, Agelaates and Achil- 
les Tatios, was heard by the Pntriaroh with wonder and astonishment, and 
he was particularly surprised at the dexterity with which the Emperor, 
knowing the Bsisteaoe of so dangerous a conspiracy at home, had been able 
to parry the danger from the crusaders oocuiTing at the same moment. 

" In that respect," eaid the Emperor, to whom indeed the churchman, 
hinted bis surprise, "I have heeu sinsiilarly unfortunate. Had I been 
secure of the forces of my own empire, I might have taken one out of two 
manly and open courses with these frantic warriors of the west — I might, 
my reverend father, have devoted the sums paid to Bohemond and other of 
the more selfish among the orusadere, to the honest and open support of 
the army of western Christians, and safely transported them to Palestine, 
without espoaing them to the great loss which they are likely to sustain by 
the opposition of the Infidels ; their success would have been in fact my 
own, and a Latin kiagdom in Palestine, defended by its steel-clad warriors, 
would have been a safe and unexpugnable barrier of the empire against the 
Saracens. Or, if it was thought more expedient for the protection of the 
empire and the holy Church, over which y^u are ruler, we might at once, 
and by open force, have defended the frontiers of our states, against a host 
oommanded by so many different and discording chiefs, and advancing upon 
us with such equivocal intentions. If the first swarm of these loo ts d 
liim whom they called Walter the Penniless, wus thinned by the H g 
and totnlly destroyed by the Turks, as the pyramids of bones on tl f nt 
of the country still keep in memory, surely the united fofces of th G 
empire would have had little difficulty in scattering this second flight th gh 
commanded by these Godfreys, Bobemonds, and Tanereds." 

The Patriarch was silent, for though he disliked, or rathord t ted th 
crusaders, as members of the Latin Church, he yet thought it highly d bt- 
fill that in feats of baftla they could have been met and overcome by the 

" At any rate," said Alexius, rightly interpreting his silence, '■ if van- 

Jiiislied, I had fallen under my shield as a Greek emperor should, nor had 
been forced into these mean measures of attacking men by stealth, and 
ivitli forces disguised as infidels ; whilo the lives of iJie faithful soldiers of 
the empire, who have &llen in obscure skirmishes, had better, both for them 
and me, been lost bravely in their ranks, avowedly fighting for tlieir native 
emperor and their native countiy. Now, and as the matter stands, I shall 
bo handed down to posterity as a wily tyrant, who engaged his subjects in 
fatal fouda for the safety of his own obscure life. Patriarch I these crimes 
rest not with me, but with the rebels whose intrigues compelled me into 
— What, reverend father, will be my ate hereafter?— ' 



to the holy Church, which hath power to bind and loose ; ycui 
propitiating her are ample, and I have already indicated such as she may 
reasonably espeot, in consequence of your repentance and furgiveness." 

"They Bhall he granted," replied the Emperor, "in their fullest estent; 
nor will I injure you in doubting their effect in the nest world. In this 
present state of existence, however, the favourable opinion of tho Churoh 
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may do much for me during tWs important crisis. If we uDdtratand each 
other, good Zosimas, her dootora and bishopa are to thunder io inj behalf, 
nor is my bsnoflttfrom her pardon to be deferred till the fuiiernl monument 
closes upon me f" 

" Cartainly not," eaid Zosimus ; " the conditions which I have already 
stipulated being atriotly attended to." 

"And my memory in history," said Alesius, "in what manner is that 
to be preserved ?" 

"For that," answered the Patriarch, "your Imperial Majesty must trnst 
to the filial piety and literary talents of your accomplished daughter, Anna 

The Emperor shook hia head. "This unhappy C^sar," be said, "is 
like to make a quarrel between us ; for I shall scarce pardon so ungrateful 
a rebel as he is, because my daughter clings to him with a woman's fo;ivi- 
ncsa. Besides, good Zosimus, it is not, I believe, the page of a historian 
such aa my daughter that is most likely to he received without challenge by 
posterity. Some Prooopius, some philosophieal slave, starving in a garret, 
aspires to write the life of an Emperor whom he durst not approach ; and 
although the principal merit of his production be, that it contains partieu- 
lai'S upon the subject which no man durst have promulgated while the prince 
was living, yet no man hesitates to admit such as true when he has passed 
from the scene," 

" On that subject," said Zosimas, " I can neither afford joar Imperial 
Majesty relief or protection. If, however, your memory is unjustly slandered 
npon earth, it will be a matter of inditferenoe to your Highness, who will 
bo then, I trust, enjoying a state of beatitude wliioh idle slander cannot 
assail. The only vraj, indeed, to avoid it while on this side of time, would 
be to write your Majesty's own memoirs while you are yet in the body ; so 
convinced am I that it is in your povcer lo assign legitimate excuses for 
those actions of your life, which, without your doing so, would seem most 
worthy of censure." 

" Change we the subject," said the Emperor ; " and since the danger is 
imminent, let us take care for the present, and leave fnture ages to judge 
for themselves. — What circumstance is it, reverend father, in year opinion, 
which encourages these conspirators to make so audacious on appeal to thu 
populace and me Grecian soldiers?" 

"Certainly, "answered the Patriarch, "the most irritating incident of 
your highnesa's reign was the fate of Ursel, who, submitting, it is said, upon 
capitulation, for life, limb, and liberty, ivas starved to death by your orders, 
in the dungeons of the Blacquerna!, and whose courage, liberality, and 
other popular virtues, are still fondly remembered by the citizens of this 
metropolis, and by the soldiers of the guard, called Immortal." 

" And this," said the Emperor, fising his eyo upon his confessor, " your 
reverence esteems actually the most dangerous pointof the popular tumult?" 

" I cannot doubt," siud the Patriarch, " that his very name, boldly pro- 
nounced, and artfully repeated, will he the watchword, as has been plotted, 
of a horrible tumult." 

" I thank Heaven 1" siud the Emperor ; " on that particular I will be on 
my guard. Good-night to your reverence I and, believe me, that all in this 
sGroU, to which I have set my hand, shall he with the utmost fidelity accom- 
plished. Be not, however, ovei^impatient in this business ; — such a shower 
of benefits falling at once upon the Church, would make men suspicions 
that the prelates and ministers proceeded rather as acting upon a bargain 
between tlie Emperor and Patriarch, than as paying or receiving an atonty- 
ment ofiered by a sinner in excuse of his crimes. This would be injurious, 
father, both to yourself and me," 

" AH regular delay," said the Patriarch, " shall be interposad at your 
highness's pleasure ; and we shall trust to you for recollection that the bar- 
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gain, if it oould bo termed oue, was of ynur own eeeVrng, and tliat the benefit 
to the Church was contingent upon the pardon and the support which she 
has afforded to your majastj." 

" True," said the Emperor — " most true — nor shall I forget it. Once 
more adieu, and forget not what I have told thee. This is a night, Zosimup, 
in which the Emperor mast toil like a ^lave, if he means not to return tc 
the humble Alexius Comnenus, and even then there were no resting-place." 

So saying, he t<iok leave of the Patriarch, who wns highly gratined ivith 
the advnnttiges he had obtained for the Chiivcli, which many of his pvede- 
ccssors had struggled for in vain. He resolved, therefore, to suppoit the 
staggering Aleiius. 



C^linjitiit tliE '®iui:utii-/iftl;. 



A B ES, afier crossing the Emperor in the manner we have already 
d b d a d after having taken such moasures as occurred to liim to 

n th uooess of the conspiracy, returned to .the lodge of hia garden, 
■wh h 1 dj of the Count of Paris still remained, her only companion 
b Id woman named Veihelia, the wife of the soldier who aocom- 

pa d B tha to the camp of the Crusaders; the kind-hearted maiden hav- 
[ I ted thai, during her absence, her mistress was not to be left 
■w th ut a attendant, and that attendant conneoted with the Varangian 
gad H had been all day playing the part of the ambition? politician, 

h Ifa h time-server, the dark and subtle conspirator; and now it seemed, 
&s f to xhaust the catalogue of his various parts in Uie human dnuna, he 
chose to exhibit himself in the character of the wily sophist, and justify, or 
seem to justify, the arts by which he had risen to wealth and eminence, and 
hoped even now to arise to royalty itaelf. 

" Fair OountesB," he said, " what occasion is there for your wearing this 
veil of sadness over a countenauoe so lorely ?" 

" Do you suppose me," said Brenhilda, " a stock, or stone, or a creature 
without the feelings of a sensitive being, that I should endure mortification, 
imprisonment, danger and distress, without expressing the natural feelings 
of humanity! Do you imagine that to a ladylike me, as free as the unre- 
claimed falcon, yon can offer the insult of captivity, without my being sen- 
sible to the disaracB, or incensed against the authors of it! And dost thou 
think that I wili receive consolation at thy hands — at thine — one of the 
most active artificers in this web of treachery in which I am bo basely 
entanaled V 

"Not entangled certaiuly by my means" — answered Agelaates; "clap 
your hands, oaU for what vou wish, and the slave who refuses instant obe- 
dience had better been unborn. Had I not, with reference to your safety 
and your honour, agreed for a short time to be your keeper, that office 
would have been usurped by the Ciesar, whose object you know, and may 
partly guess the modes by which it would be pursued. "Why then dost thou 
childishly weep at being held for a short apace in an honourable restraint, 
which the renowned arms of your husband will probably pot an end to long 

" Canst thou not comprehend," said the Countess, " thou man of many 
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words, but of few hoiiouraWe thoughts, that a heart liko jnlne, which haa 
been trained in the feelings of relianeo upon my own worth and valour, 
must be necessarily affected with shame at being obliged to accept, even from 
the sword of a husband, that safety which I would gladly have owed only 
to my own?" 

" Jhou art misled, Counteee," answered the philosopher, " by thy pride, 
a failing predominant in woman. Thinkest thou there has been no offen- 
Bive assumption in laying aside the character of a mother and a wife, and 
adopting that of one of those brain-sick female fools, who, like the bravoea 
of, the other sex, sacrifice erery thing that is honourable or useful to a 
frantic and insane affectation of courage 1 Believe me, fair lady, that the 
true system of virtue consists in filling thine own place gracefully in'aociety, 
breeding np tby children, and delighting those of the other sex, and any 
thing beyond liiBj may well render tliee hateful or tenible, but can add 
nothing to thy amiable qualities." , 

" Thoa pretendest," said the Connteaa, " to be ft philosopher ; metbints 
thou shouldst know, that the fame which hangs its chaplet on the tomb of 
a brave hero or heroine, is worth all the petty engagements in which ordi- 
nary persons spend the current of their time One hour of life crowded to 
the full with glorious act n and fill d w tl n bl k w th wh le 

years of those mean obs f p It y 1 uva n wh h n n t al 

through esistonee, like lu^ h wat th ugh a n a h th t th 
honour or observation/' ' 

"Daughter," said Agelast app h n t (h I dy t vi th 



pain I see you bewilder d 

remove. We may flatter u I a d b n ty ually d 

beings infinitely more pow flth th ll„gtm Tin 



pfojed daily in measuring out the good and evil of this world, the termi- 
natJOo of combats, or the fate of empires, according to their own ideas of 
what is right or wrong, or, more properly, occordinff to what we ourselves 
"■'"""'"e to be such. The Greek heatiiens, renovroed for their wisdom, and 



glorious for their actions, eiplained to men of ordinary minds the supposed 
existence of Jupiter and his Pantheon, where various deities presided over 
various virtues and vices, and regulated the temporal fortune and future 
happiness of such aa practised them. The more learned and wise of the 
ancienfs rejected such the vulgar interpretation, and wisely, although affect- 



ing a deference to thepublic Ruth, denied before their diaciples in private, 
the gross fallacies of Tartarus and Olympus, the vaia doctrines concerning 



„ 3 themselves, and the extravagant expectations which the vulga 
entertained of an immortality, supped to be possessed by creatures who 
were in every respect mortal, both in the conformation of tneir bodies, and 
in the internal belief of their souls. Of these wise and good men some 
granted the existence of the supposed deities, but denied that they cared 
about the actions of mankind any more than those of the inferior animals. 
A mer^, jovial, careless life, such as the followers of Epicurus would 
choose lor themselves, was what they assigned for those gods whose being 
they admitted. Others, more bold or more consistent, entirely denied the 
existence of deities who apparently had no proper object or purpoae, and 
believed that such of them, whose being and attributes were proved to us 
by no supernatural appearances, had in reality no existence whatever." 

" Stop, wretch !" said the Countess, " and know that thou speakest not to 
one of those blinded heathens, of whose abominable dootrines you are 
detailing the result. Know, that if an erring, I am nevertheless a sincere 
daughter of the Church, and this cross displayed on my ehoulder, is a sufS- 
oient emblem of the vows I have undertaken in its cause. Bo therefore 
wary, aa thou art wily ; for, believe me, if thou scoffest or uttcrest reproach 
against mj; holy religion, what I am unable to answer in language, I will 
reply to, without hesitation, with the point of my dagger." 
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" To tliab arguDient," said Agelastea, drawing back from the neighbour- 
hood of Bi'eDhilda, " believe me, fair lady, I am very willing to urge your 
genOeness. But although I shall not venture to say any thing of those 
superior and benevolent powers to whom you ascribe the management of 
the world, you will surely not take offence at my noticing those base supet- 
Btitions -which have been adopted in esplanation of what ia called by the 
Mftgi, the Evil Principle. Was there ever received into a human creed, a 
being so mean — almost so ridiculous — as the Christian Satan? A goatish 
figure and limbs, vrith grotesque features, formed to express the most exe- 
crable passions ; a degree of power scarce inferior to that of the Deity ; and 
a talent at the same time Ecarce equal to that of the stupidest of the lowest 
orderl What is he, tliis being, who is at least the second arbiter of tlie 
human race, save an imtnortai spirit, with the petty spleen and spite of a 
vindictive old man or old woman V 

Agelastcs made a singular pause in this part of hie discourse. A mirror 
of considerable size hung in the apartment, so that the philosopher could 
see in its reflection the figure of Brenhilda, and remark the change of her 
countenance, though she bad averted her face from him in hatred of the 
doctrines which he promulgated. On this glass the philosopher had hia 
eyes naturally fixed, and he was confounded at perceiving a figure glide 
from behind the shadow of a curtain, and glare at him with the supposed 
mien and expression of the Satan of monkish mythology, or a satyr of tlie 
heathen age. 

"Man!" said Brenhilda, whose attention was attracted by this extraor- 
dinary apparition, as it seemed, of the fiend, " have thy wicked words, and 
stiil mora wicked thoughts, brought the devil ajnongst us? If so, dismiss 
him instantly, else, by Our Lady of the Broken Lances ! thou shalt know 
better than at present, what is tlie temper of a Prankish maiden, when in 
presence of the fiend himself, and those who pretend skill to raise him ! I 
wish not to enter into a contest unless compelled ; but if I am obliged to 
join battle with an enemy so horrible, believe me, no one shall say that 
Brenildha feared him." 

Agelastes, after looking with surprise and horror at the figure as reflected 
in the glass, turned back his head to examine the substance, of whioh the 
reflection was so strange. The object, however, had disappeared behind 
the curtain, under which it probably lay hid, and it waa after a minute or 
two that the half-gibing, half-scowling countenance showed itself again in 
the same position in the mirror. 

" By the gods 1" said Agelastes 

"In whom but now," said the Countess, "you professed unbelief." 
"By the godsl" repeated Agelastes, in part recovering himself, "it ia 
Sylvan ! that singular mockery of humanity, who was said to have been 
brought from Taprobana. 1 warrant he also believes in his jolly god Pan, 
or the veteran Sylvanus. He is to the uninitiated a creature whose appear- 
ance is full of terrors, but he shrinks before the philosopher like ignorance 
before knowledge." So saying, ho with one hand pulled down the curtain, 
under which the animal had nestled itself when it entered from the garden- 
window of the pavilion, and with the other, in which he had a staff up- 
lifted, threatened to chastise the creature, with the words, — "Uownuw, 
Sylvanus I what insolence is this! — To your placet'' 

As, in uttering these words, he struoK the animal, the blow unluckily 
lighted upon his wounded hand, and recalled its bitter smart. The wild 
temper of the creature returned, nnsubdued for the moment by any awe of 
man ; uttering a fierce, and, at the same time, stified cry, it fiew on ths 
philosopher, and clasped its strong and sinewy arms about hia throat with 
the utmost iury. The old man twisted and struggled to deliver himself from 
the creature's grasp, but in vain. Sylvan kept hold of his priie, compressed 
hia sinewy arms, and abode by his purpose of not quitting bis hold of the 
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's throat till lio htid breatlicd his last. IVo more hitter yells, 
accompanied each with a desperate eontdrtion of the countenance, nnd 
Bqueeae of the hands, conolnded, in less than five minutes, the dreadful strife. 

Agelastea lay dead upon the ground, and his nasaasin Sjlvan, springing 
from the body as if terrified and alarmed at what he had done, made his 
escape hy the -window. The Countess stood in astonishment, not knowing 
exactly whether she had witnessed a Bupomotural display of the judgment 
of Heaven, or an instance of its vengeance by mere mortal means. Her 
new attendant Yexhelia w^ no loss astonished, though her acquaintance 
with the nnimot was considerably mote intimate. 

" Lady," she said, " that gigantic creature is an animal of great strength, 
reaemhhng mankind in form, hut huge in its si^e, and, 'encouraged by its 
immense power, sometimes malevolent in its intercourse with mortals. I 
have heaxd the Varangians often talk of it as belonging to the Imperial 
museum. It'is fitting we remove the body of this unhappy man, and hide 
it in a plot of shrubbery in the garden. It is not likely that he will be 
missed to-night, and to-morrow there will be other matter astir, which will 
probably prevent much enquiry about him." The Countess Brenhilda as- 
sented, for she was not one of those timorous females to whom the counte- 
nances of the dead are objects of terror. 

Trusting to the parole which she had given, Agelastes had permitted the 
Countess and her attendant the freedom of his gardens, of that part at least 
adjacent to the pavilion. They therefore were in little risk of interruption 
na they bore forth the dead body between them, and without much trouble 
disposed of it in the thickest part of one of the bosquets with which tlio 
garden was studded. 

As they returned io their place of abode or confinement, the Countess, 
half speaking to herself, half addressing Vexhelia, sMd, "I am sorry for 
this ; not that the infamous wretch did not deserve the full punishment of 
Heaven coming upon him in the very moment of blasphemy and infidelity, 
but because the courage and truth of the unfortunate Brenhilda may bo 
brought into suspicion, as his slaughter took place when he was alone with 
her and her attendant, and ns no one was witness of the singular manner 
in whioh the old blasphemer met his end. — Thou knowest," she added, ad- 
dressing herself to Heaven — " thou ! blessed Lady of the Broken Lances, 
the protectress both of Brenhilda and her husband, well knowest, that 
whatever foults may be mine, I am free from the slightest suspicion of 
treachery ; and into thy hands I put my cause, with a perfect reliance upon 
thy wisdom and bounty to bear evidence in my favour." So saying, they 
returned to the lodge unseen, and witli pious and submissive prayers, the 
Connteas closed tliat eventful evening. 



(CEiaptn t|ii ^raintii-iiitl;. 



We loft Alexius Comnenus after he hid unbided his 
iars of the Patriarch, and received fii m him a faithful 
pardon and patronage of tho national f hurLh Hi, tcok li 
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tary with some esulting exolamationa, so unexplioitly espreBsa^, howeior, 
that it was bj no means eiisy to conceive the maaniiig of what he eaid. His 
first enquiry, when he reaohod the Blaoquernal, being for his daughter, he 
waa directed to the room encrusted with beautifully carted niartle, from 
which she herself, and many of her race, derived the proud appellation of 
Forphip-ogcnita, or born in the purple. Her countenance waa clouded with 
anxiety, which, at the aght of her father, broke out into open and uncon- 
trollable grief. 

" Daughter," said the Emperor, -with a, harshness little common to bis 
miinner, and a seriousness which be sternly mitintained, instead of sympa' 
thiaing with his daughter's afflictioD, " as you would prevent the silly fool 
with whom you aie connected, from displajinp himself to the public both 
as an ungrateful monster and a traitor, you will not fail to exhort him, by 
due subiuissioD, to make hia petition for pardon, accompanied with a full 
confession of hia crimes, or, by my sceptre and my crown, he shall die the 
death 1 Nor will I pardon any who rushes upon his doom in an open tone 
of defiance, under such s. standard of rebellion as my ungrateful son-in-law 
has hoisted," 

"What can you require of me, father?" said the P 'nces^ Can y u 
expect that I am to dip my own hands in the bio d of th unf tunate 
man; or wilt thou seek a revenge yet moro bloody th n th t hi wis 
esacted by the deities of antiquity, upon those ci m n 1 nl ff nd d 
against their divine power?" 

"Think not so, my daughter!" said the Emperor but th hie 
that thou hast the last opportunity afforded by my fil al ff t n f 
ing, perhaps from death, that silly fool thy husband 1 I as a hly do- 

" My father," smd the Prinoesa, " God knows it is not at jour risk that I 
would wish to purchase the life of Nicephorus ; but he has been the father 
of my children, though they are now no more, &bA women cannot forgot 
thiit auch a tie has esisted, even though it has been broken by fate. Per- 
mit me only to hope that the unfortunate culprit shall have an opportunity 
of retrieving his errors ; nor shall it, believe me, be my feult, if he resumes 
those practices, treasonable at once, and unnatural, by which his life is at 
present endangered." 

" Follow me, then, daughter," said the Emperor, " and know, that to thee 
alone I am about to intrust a secret, upon which the safety of my life and 
crown, as well as the pardon of m j son-in-law's life, will be found eventually 
to depend." 

He then assumed in haste the garment of a slave of the Seraglio, and 
commanded his daughter to arrange her dress in a more succinct form, and 
to take in her hand a lighted lamp. 

"Whither are we going, my father?" aaid Anna Oomnena. 

" It matters not," replied her father, " since my destiny calls me, and 
since thine ordains thee to be my torch-bearer. Believe it, and record it, 
if thou darest^ in thy book, that Alexins Comnenus does not, wltbont alarm, 
descend into those awful dungeons which his predecessors built for men, 
even when hia intentions are innooent, and free from harm. Be silent, and 
should we meet any inhabitant of those inferior regions, speak not n word 
nor make any observation upon his appearance." 

Passing through the intricate apartments of the palace, they now came 
to that large hall through which Hereward had passed on the first night of 
his introduction to the place of Anna's recitation called the Temple of the 
Muses. It was constructed, as we have said, of black marble, dimly illu- 
minated. At the upper end of the apartment was a small altar, on which 
waa laid some incense, while over the smoke was suspended, aa if project- 
ing from the wall, two imilations of human hands and anus, which were 
but imporfcotly seen. 
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At the bottom of thia hall, a small iron door led to a narrow and winding 
Bfairciise, reeemblinga draw-well in shapo and siao, tliaelapaof wliioli were 
esooKsivelj steep, and which the Emperor, after a solemn goature to his 
daughter commanding her attendance, began to descend with the imperfect 
light, and by the narrow and difficult steps bj which those who Tisited the 
under regions of the Elacquernal seemed to bid adieu to tho light of day. 
Door after door they passed in their descent, leading, it was probable, to 
different ranges of dungeons, from which was obscurely heard the stifled 
voice of groans and si^hs, such as attracted Hereward'a attention on n 
former occasion. The Etoperor took no notice of these signs of human 
misery, and three stories or ranges of dutigeona had been already passed, 
eve the father and daughter arrived at the lowest story of the building, the 
base- of which was the solid rook, roughly carved, upon which were erected 
the side-walla and arches of solid but unpolished marble. 

" Here," said Alexius Oomnenus, " all hope, all especlation takes fare- 
well, nt the turn of a hinge or the grating of a lock. Yet shall not this be 
always the case— the dead shall revive and resume their right, and the dis- 
inherited of these regions shall again prefer their claim to inhabit the upper 
world. If I cannot entreat Heaven to my aaaistanoe, be assured, my daugh- 
ter, that rather than be the poor animal which I have stooped to he thought, 
and even to he painted in tny history, I would sooner brave every danger 
of the multitude whioh now erect themselves hetwist me and safety. No- 
thing is resolved save that I will live and die an Emperor : and thou, Anna, 
bo assured, that if there is power in the beauty or in the talents, of which 
eu much has been boasted, that power shall he this evening exercised to the 
advantage of thy parent, from whom it is derived." 

" What is it that you mean, Imperial father ! — Holy Virgin I is this the 
promise you made me to save the life of the unfortunate Nicephorus!" 

" And so I will," said the Emperor ; " and I am now about that action of 
benevolence. But think not I will once more warm in my bosom tie house- 
hold snake whioh had so nearly stung me to death. No, daughter, I have 
provided for thee a fitting husband, in one who in able to maintain and de- 
fend the rights of the Emperor thy father; — and beware how thou opposost 
an obstacle to what is my pleasure ! for behold these walis of marble, though 
unpolished, and recollect it is as possible to die withixt the marble tie to be 
bo en there." 

The Princess Anna Coranena waa frightened at seeing her father in a 
state of mind entirely different from any which she had before witnessed, 
" 0, heaven I that my motlier were here !" she ejaculated, in the terror of 
something she hardly knew what. 

"Anna," stud the Emperor, "your fears and your screams are alike in 
vain. I am one of those, who, on ordinary occasions, hardly nourish a wish 
of my own, and account myself obliged to those who, like my wife and 
daughter, take care to save me all the trouble of free judgment. But when 
the vessel is among tho bi'eakors, and the master is called to the helm, be- 
lieve that no moaner band shall be permitted to interfere with him, nor will 
the wife and daughter, whom he indulged in prosperity, be allowed to thwart 
his will while be can yet call it his own. Thou couldst aoarooly fail to under- 
stand that I was almost prepared to have given thee, as a mark of my sin- 
cerity, tn yonder obscure Varanffian, without aeting question of either birth 
or blood. Thou mayst hear when I next promise thee to a three years' in- 
habitant of these Taults, who shall be O^sar in Bi-iennius's stead, if I can 
move him to accept a princess for his bride, and an imperial crown for his 
inheritance, in place of a starving dungeon." 

"I tremble at your words, father," said AnnaComnena; "how canst 
thou trust a man who has felt thy cruelty? — How canst thou dream that 
augiit can ever in sincerity reconcile thao to one whom thou hast deprived 
of his eyesight?" 
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" Core not for tliiit," said Alosius ; " he becomes mine, or lie shall never 
tiKiw wbiit it 18 to be agaia hia own. — And thou, girl, niajat rest asauted 
that, if I will it, thou art nest day the bride of my present captive, or thou 
Tctireat to the most eevero nunnery, never again to mis with society. Be 
silent, therefore, nnd atvait thy doom, fts,it shall oome, nnd hope not that 
thy utmost endeavours can avert the current of thy destiny." 

Ab he concluded this singular dialogue, in which he had assumed a tone 
to which hia daughter was a stranger, and before which she trembled, he 
pnssed on through mora than one strictly fastened door, while hia <iaughter, 
with a faltering step, illuminated him on the obscure road. At length he 
found admittance by another pasaage into the cell in which Ursel was oon- 
fmed, and found him reclining in hopeless niiaerT. — all those espeotations . 
having faded from hia heart -which the Count of Paris had by his indomita- 
ble gwlautry for a time escited. He turned his sightless eyes towards the 
place where he hoard the moving of bolta and the approach of steps. 

" A new feature," he said, "in my impriBOnment — a man comes with a 
heavy and determined step, and a woman or a child with one that scarcely 
presses the floor I — is it my death that you bring? — Believe me, that I have 
lived long enough in these dungeons to bid my doom weieome." 

" It ia not thy death, noble Ursel," said the Emperor, in a voice, some 
what disguised. " Life, liberty, whatever the world has to give, is lilaood 
by (he Emperor Aiesius at the feet of his noble enemy, and he trusts that 
many years of happiness and power, together with the command of a large 
share of the empire, will soon obliterate the' recollection of the dungeons of 
the Blacquernal," 

"It cannot be," said Ursel, with a sigh. "He upon whose eyes the sun 
has Bet even at middle day, can have nothing left to hope from the most 
advantageous change of circumstances," 

" You ore not entirely assured of that," said the Emperor ; " allow us to 
convince you that what is intended towards you is truly favourable and 
liberal, and I hope you will be rewarded by finding that there is moro pos- 
sibility of amendment in your case, than your first apprehensions are will- 
ing to receive. Make an effort, and try whether your eyes ore not sensible 
of the light of the lamp." 

" Do with me," said Ursel, " according to your pleasure ; I have neither 
strength to remonstrate, nor the force of mind equal to make me sot your 
craelty at defiance. Of something iike light I am sensible ; but whether it 
is reality or iUnsion, I cannot determine. If you are come to deliver me 
from this living sepulchre, I pray God to requite you; and if, under sueh 
deceitful pretence, you mean to take my life, I can only commend my soal 
to Heaven, and the vengeance due to my death to Him who can behold the 
darkest places in which injustice can shroud itself." 

So saying, and the'revulsiqn of his spirits rendering him unable to give 
almost any other signs of esistence, Ursel sunk. back upon his seat of cap- 
tivity, and spoke not another word during the time that Alexius disembar- 
rassed him of those chains which had so long bung about him, that they 
almost seemed to make a part of his person. 

"This is an affair in which thy aid can scarce be sufficient, Anna," said 
the Emperor; "it would have been well if you and I could have borne him 
into the open air by our joint strength, for there is little wisdom in showing 
the secrets of this prison-house to those to whom they are not yet known ; 
nevertheless, go, my child, and at a short distance from the bead of the 
staircase which we descended, thou wilt find Edward, the bold and trusty 
Varangian, who on your communicating to him my orders, will come hither 
and render his assistance : and see that you send aW the experienced leech, 
Diiuban." 

Terrified, half-stifled, and half struck with horror, the lady yet felt a 
degree of relief from the somewhat mildet tone in which her father ad- 
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dressed lier. Witli totferinK steps, yet in some measure eneouraged by Uie 
tenor of her ins6ructioQB, she aecended the staircase which jdwcod upon 
those infernal dungeons. As she approached the top, a, large and strong 
figure threw its broad shadow between the lamp and the opening of the hall. 
3?righlened nearly to death at the thoughts of becoming the wife of a squalid 
wretch like Ursel, a moment of weakness seized upon the Princess's mind, 
and, when she conFidered the melancholy option which her father had 
placed before hor, she could not but think that the handsome and gallant 
Varangian, who had already rescued the roj-al family from Bueh imminent 
danger, was a fitter person with whom to unite herself, if she must nseds 
make a seoonil choice, than the singular and diseusting being whom her 
father's policy had raked from the bottom of the Blaeqnernal dungeons. 

I will not say of poor Anna Comnena, who was a timid but not an un- 
feeling woman, that she would have embraced such a proposal, had not the 
life of her present husband Nioephorus Brienniua been in eztreme danger; 
and it was obTiouslj the determination of the Emperor, that if he spared 
him, it should be on the sole condition of unloosing his daughter's hand, 
and binding her to some one of better faith, and possessed of a greater 
deaireto prove an affectionate son-in-law. Neither did the plan of adopting 
the Varangian as a second husband, enter decidedly into the mind of the 
Princess. The present was a moment of danger, in which her rescue to he 
suoeeesful most he sudden, and perhaps, if once achieved, the lady might 
have had an opportunity of freeing herself both from Ursel and the Varan- 
gian, without disjoining either of them from her father's assistance, or of 
herself losing it. At any rate, the surest means of safety were to secure, 
if possible, the young soldier, whose features and appearance were of a 
kind which rendered the task no way disagreeable to a beautiful woman. 
The schemes of conquest are so natural to the fair sex, and the whole idea 
passed so quickly through Anna Comnena's mind, that having first entered 
while the soldier's Ehad<»w was interposed between her and the lamp, it had 
fully occupied her quick imagination, when, with deep reverence and great 
surprise at her sudden appearance o tl 1 dd f A 1 th V g 

advancing, knelt down, and lent hi m t tb ass ta f th f I dy 

in order to help her out of the dreaiy t 

" Dearest Heroward," said the Idywt! dg f tmy wh h 
seemed unusual, "how much do I j tl d df 1 ght to h 

fallen under your protection ! I h b pi wh h th p t f 

hell appears to have contrived for th b m Th 1 rm f th 

I^incess, the familiarity of a beaut f 1 w m 1 wh I m tal f 

seeks refuge, like a frightened dov th bo f th t g d th 

brave, must be the excuse of Anna Cm f tl t" d p th t w th 

which she greeted Hereward; nor, f fa had I t w fh 

tone, which, feithful as he was, might h p d th f th t 

had chanced before he saw Bertha, would the daughter of Alexius liave 
been, to say the truth, irreconcilably offended. Bshausted as she was, she 
suffered herself to repose upon the broad breast and shoulder of the Anglo- 
S(ixon ; nor did she make an attempt to recover herself, although the deco- 
rum of her sex and station seemed to recommend such an esertion. Here- 
ward was obliged himself to ask her, with the uoimpassioned and reverential 
demeanour of a private soldier to a princess, whether be ongbt to s 
her female attenaants ? to which she faintly uttered a negatire " >* 
oaid she, "I have a duty to execute for my fiither, and I must 
eye-witnesses ; — he knows me to ba in safety, Hereward, since he knows I 
am with thoo; and if I am a burden to you in my present state of weak- 
ness, I shall soon recover, if ^oo will set me down upon the marble steps." 
"Heaven forbid, lady," said Hereward, "that I were thus neglectful of 
your ilighness's gracious health I I see your two youna; ladies, Aatarte 
and Violanto, are in quest of you— Permit mc to summon them hither, and 
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I will keep wateh upon jou, if you are unable to rotira to your chnmljer, 
where, loethiaka, the present disorder of your nettos will be most properly 

"Do as thou wilt, barbarian," said the Princess, rallying herself, with a 
certain degree of pique, arising perhaps from lier not tliinkicg more dra- 
waiis personiK were appropriate to the soeoe, than the two who were already 
upon the stage. Then, sa if for the first time, appearing to reeolleot the 
measnge with which she had been commissioned, she exhorted the Yaran- 
giaii to repair instantly to her father. 

On such ocoasions, the slightest circumstances hare their effect on the 
actors. The Anglo-Saxon was sensible thiit the Princess was somewhat 
oifenclod, though whether she was so, on account of her being actually in 
Ilerevrard's arms, or whether the cause of her anger was the being nearly 
discovered there by the two young maidens, the sentinel did not presume 
to guGss, but departed for the gloomy vaults to join Alexius, with the nevor- 
fuiijng double-edged ase, the bane of many a Turk, glittering upon hia 
shoulder. 

Astarte and her oompanion had been despatched by the Empress Irene 
in search of Anna Comnena, through those apartments of the palace which 
she was went to inhabit. The daughter of Alexius oould nowbei'e be found, 
although the business on which they were seeking her was described by the 
Empress as of the most pressing nature. Nothing, however, in a palaoe, 
passes altogether unespied, so uiat the Empress's messcnsers at length 
received information that their mistress and the Emperor had been seen to 
descend that gloomy access to the dungeons, which, by allusion to the clas- 
sical infernal regions, was termed the Pit of Acheron. They came thither, 
accordingly, and we have related the consequences. Hereward thought it 
necessary to say that her Imperial Highness bad swooned upon being sud- 
denly brought into tlie upper air. The Princess, on the other part, briskly 
shook off her juvenile attendants, and declared herself ready to proceed to 
the chamber of her mother. The obeisance which she made Hereward at 
parting, had something in it of haughtiness, yet evidently qualified by u 
look of friendship and regard. As she passed an apartment in which some 
of the royal slaves were in waiting, she addressed to one of them, an old 
respectable man, of medical skill, a private and hurried order, desiring him 
to go to the assistance of her father, whom he would 6nd at the bottom of 
ttie staircase called the Pit of Acheron, and to take his scimitar along with 
him. To hear, as usual, was to obey, and Douban, for that was his name, 
only replied by that significant sign which indicates immediate acoui- 
escence. In the meantime, Anna Comnena herself hastened onward to ner 
mother's apartments, in which she found the ^Empress alone. 

" Go hence, maidens," said Irene, " and do not let any one have access 
to these apartments, even if the Emperor himself should command it. 
Shut the door," she said, "Anna Comnena; and if the jealousy of the 
sti-oiiger sex do not allow us tlie masculine privileges of bolts and bars, to 
secure the insides of our apartments, let us avail ourselves, as quickly as 
may be, of such opportunities as are permitted us ; and remember. Princess, 
that however implicit your dutyto your father, it is yet more so to me, who 
nm of tlie same sex with thyself, and may truly call thee, even according 
to the letter, blood of my blood, and bone of my bone. Be assured thy 
father knows not, at this moment, the feelings of a woman. Neither he 
nor any man alive can justly conceive the pangs of the heart which beats 
under a woman's robe. These men, Anna, would tear asunder without 
scruple the (enderest ties of affection, the whole structure of domestic 
felicity, in which lie a woman's cares, her joy, her pain, her love, and hec 
despair. Trust, therefore, to me, my daughter hand believe me, I will at 
once save thy father's crown and thy happiness. The conduct of thy hus- 
band has been wrong, most cruelly wrong ; but, Anna, ha is a man — and 
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in oalling biin such, I laj to hia ohnrge, as nntuval friwities, thoughtle^ 
treacbei'7, wanton infLdality, every apeoies of follj and inoonsietenuy, to 
which hiB race is subject. You ought not, therefore, to think of hia fiiulis, 
unless it be to forgive them." 

" Madam," siiia Anna Comneno, " forgive me if I remind yon that yon 
recommend to a prinoess, born in the jjurple itself, a line of conduct which 
would hardly become the female who oames the pitcher for the needful 
supply of water to the village well. All who are around me have been 
taught to pay me tlie obeisance duo to my birth, and while this Nicephocua 
Bi-iennius crept on his knees lo your daughter's hand, which you eitendod 
towards him, ne was rather receiving the joke of a mistress than accepting 
a household alliance with a wife. He has incurred his doom, without a 
touch even of that temptation which may be pled by lesser culprits in his 
condition ; and if it is the will of my father that ho should die, or suffer 
banishment, or imprisonment, for the crime he has committed, it is not the 
business of Anna Gomnena to interfere, she being tlie most ii^jnred among 
the imperial family, who have in so many, and such gross respects, the right 
to complain of his fitlsehood." 

" Daughter," replied the Empress, " so far I agi'ee with you, that the 
traason of Nioephorus towards youi' father and myself has been in a great 
degree unpardonable ; nor do I easily see on what footing, save that of 
generosity, his life could be saved. But still you are yourself in different 
oireumslances from me, and may, as an affectionate and fond wife, compare 
the intimacies of your former habits with the bloody change which is so 
soon to be the consequence and the conolnaion of his crimes. He is pos- 
sessed of that person and of those features which women most readily recall 
to their inemory, whether alive or dead. Think what it will cost you to 
recollect that the rugged eieeulioner received his last salute, — that the 
shapely neck had no better repose than the rough block — that the tongue, 
the sound of which you used to prefer to the choicest instruments of music, 
is silent in the dust J" 

Anna, who was not insensible to the personal graces of her husband, 
was much affected by this forcible appeal. "Why distress me thus, 
mother?" she replied in a weeping accent. "Did 1 not feel as acutely 
as you would have me to do, this moment, however awful, would be easily 
borne. I had but to think of him as he is, to contrast his personal quali- 
ties with those of the mind, by which they are more than overbalanced, 
and resign myself to his deserved fate with unresisting submission to my 
father's will. 

"And that," said the Empress, "would be to bind thee, by his sole flat, 
to some obscure wretch, whose habits of plotting and intriguing had, by 
some miserable chance, given him the opportunity of becoming of impor- 
tance to the Emperor, and who is, therefore, to be rewarded by the hand 
of Anna Coninena.". 

" Do not think so meanly of me, madam," said the Princess — "I know, 
as well as ever Grecian maiden did, how I should free myself from dis- 
honour ; and, you may trust me, you shall never blush for your daughter." 

" Tell me not that," said the Empress, "since I shall blush alike for the 
relentless cruelty which gives up a once beloved husband to an ignominious 
death, and for the passioo, for which I want a name, which would replace 
him by an obscure barbarian from the extremity of Ihule, or some wretoh 
escaped from the Blacquernal dungeons." 

The Prinoess was astonished to perceive that her mother was aoquiunted 
with the purposes, even the most private, which her father had formed 
for his governance during this emergency. She was ignorant that Alesius 
and hia royal consort, in other respects living together with a decency 
ever eseniplary in people of tlieir rank, had, sometimes, on interesting 
occasions, family debates, in which the husband, provoked by the seein- 
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ing unbelier of bis partner, wio tempted to let her gaeas more of hie real 
pui-posea than he would have couUy impavted of liis own calm choice. 

The Princess was affected at the aaticipation of the death of her hashaod, 
iiiji- could this have heen reasonably supposed to bo otherwise ; but she waa 
still more hurt and affronted by her mother taking it for granted that Bha 
dosignsd upon the instant to replnoe the Caesar by an uncertain, and at all 
events aa unworthy Buecessor, Whatever considerations had operated to 
make Hereward her choice, their effect was lost when tho mateh was 
placed in this odious and degrading point of view ; besides which is to ba 
remembered, that women almost instinctively deny their first thoughts in 
favour of a suitor, and seldom willingly reveal them, unless time and cir- 
cumstance concur to favour them. She called Heaven therefore passionately 
to witness, while she repelled the charge. 

" Bear witness," she said, " Our Lady, Queen of Heaven I Bear witness, 
saints and martyra all, ye blessed ones, who ore, more than ourselves, the 
guardians of our mental purity 1 that I know no passion which I dare not 
avow, and that if NiBephorus's life depended on my entreaty to God and 
men, all his injurious acts towards me disregarded and despised, it should 
be as long as Heaven gave to those servants whom it snatched from the 
earth without suffering the pangs of mortality !" 

" You have sworn boldly," said the Empress. " f 
you keep your word, for believe me it will be tried." 

" What will be tried, mother !" said the Princess ; " or what have I to do 
to pronounce the doom of the Csesar, who is not subject to my power!" 

" I will ehow you," said the Empress, gravely ; and, leading her towards 
a sort of wardrobe, which formed a closet in the wall, she withdrew a cur- 
tain which hung before it, and placed before her her unfortunate husband, 
iNicephorus Briennius, half-attit-ed, with his sword drawn in his hand. 
Looking upon him as an enemy, and conscious of some schemes with respect 
to him which hud passed through her mind in the course of these troubles, 
the Princess screamed faintly, upon perceiving him so near her with a 



Wicephorus at this speech socmeii to have adopted his cue, for, dropping 
the point of his sword, and falling on his kncoa before the Princess, he 
clasped his hands to entreat for mercy. 

"What hast thou to oek from me?" said his wife, naturally assured, by 
her husband's prostration, that the stronger force was upon her own side — 
" what bast thon to ask from me, that outraged gratitude, betrayed affection, 
the most solemn vows violated, and the fondest ties of nature torn asunder 
like the spider's broken web, will permit thee to put in words for very 
shame f" 

" Do not suppose, Anna," replied the suppliant, " that I am at this event- 
ful period of mj life to play the hypocrite, for the purpose of saving the 
wretched remnant of a dishonoured existence. I am hut desirous to part 
in charity with thee, to make my peace with Heaven, and to nourish the 
last hope of making my way, though burdened with many crimes, to those 
regions in which alone I can find thy beauty, thy talents, equalled at least, 
if not excelled." 

"You hear him, daughter?" said Irene; "his boon is for forgiveness 
alone; thy condiluon is the more godlike, since thou mayst unite the safety 
of his life with the pardon of his ofiences." 

"Thou art deceived, mother," answered Anna, "It is not mine to pardon 
hia guilt, far less to remit his punishment. Yon have taught me to think 
of myself as future ages shall know mo; what will they say of me, those 
future ages, when I am described as tho unfeeling daughwr, who pardoned 
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the intended assassin of her father, because she saw in him her own on- 
faithful husband?" 

" See there," eaid the Cffisar, " is not that, moat ssrona Empress, the rery 
point of despaif ? nud have I not in Taiu offered my life-blood to wipe out 
the stain of parricide and ingfatitude? Have I not also vindicated myself 
from the most unpardonable part of the aoeusation, whioh charged ras with 
attempting the murder of the godlike Emperor? Have I not sworn by all 
that is saored to man, that my purpose went no farther than to sequestrate 
Alexius for a little time from the fatigues of empire, and place him where 
he should quietly enjoj ease and tranquillity? while, at the same time, his 
empire should be as implicitly regulated by himself, his saored pleasure 
being transmitted through me, as in any reepeot, or at any period, it had 

" Erring man 1" said the Princess, " hast thou approached so near to the 
footstool of Alexius Comnenus, and durst thou form so false an estimate of 
him, as to conooiTe it possible that he would consent to be a mere puppet 
by whose interrention you might have brought his empire into submission ? 
Know that the blood of Comnenus is not so poor; my father would have 
resisted the treason in arms j and by the death of thy benefactor only couldst 
thou have gratified the suggestions of thy criminal ambition." 

"Be aucli yoor belief," said the Ciesar; "I have said enough for a life 
which is not and ought not to be dear to me. Call jour guards, and let 
them take the life of the unfortunate Briennius, since it has become hateful 
to his once beloved Anna Comoena. Be not afraid that any resistanco of 
mine shall render the scene of my apprehension dubious or fatal, Kioe- 
phorus Briennius is Casar no longer, and he thus throws at the feet of his 
Princess and spouse, the only poor means which he has of resisting tlie just 
doom whioh is therefore at her pleasure to pass." 

He cast his sword before the feet of the Princess, while Irene esclaimed, 
weeping, or seeming to weep bitterly, "I have indeed read of such scones I 
but could I ever have thought that my own daughter would have been the 
principal actress in one of them — could I ever have thought that her mind, 
admired by every one as a. palace for the occupation of Apollo and the 
Muses, should not have had room enough for the hnmbler, but more amiable 
virtue of feminine charity and compassion, whioh builds itself a nest in the 
bosom of the lowest vUlage girl? Do thy gills, aecompiishments, and 
talents, spread hardness as well as polish over thy heart 7 If so, a hondred 
tjmes better renounce them all, and retain in their stead those gentle and 
dimiestio virtues which are the first honours of the female heart. A woman 
who is pitiless, is a worse monster than one who is unsened by any other 
passion," 

" What would you have me do?" said Anna, "Ton, mother, ought ia 
kniiw better than I, that the life of my father is hardly consistent with the 
existence of this bold and cruel man, 0, I am sure he still meditates hia 
purijose of oonspiracy 1 He that could deceive a woman in the manner he 
ha« done me, will not relinquish a plan whioh is founded upon the death of 
his benefactor." 

" You do me injustice, Anna," said Briennius, starting up, and imprinting 
a kiss upon her lips ere she was aware, " By this caress, the laat that will 
pass between us, 1 swear, that if in my life I have yielded to folly, I have, 
notwithstanding, never been guilty of a treason of tlie heart towards a 
woman as superior to the rest of the female world ia talents and accomplish- 
ments, as in personal beauty." 

The Princess, much softened, shook her head, as she replied — "Ah, 
Nicephorus! — such were once your words ! such, perhaps, were then your 
thoughts! Bat who, or what, shall now warrant to me tlie veracity of 
either ?" 
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" Tliosa Terj accompli BLments, and thnt Tery beauty itaelf," replied Nica- 
phorus. 

'" Aud if more is wanting," said Irene, " thy mother will enter her secu- 
ritj for him. Deem her not an insufficient pledge in tliia affair; she ia tliy 
mother, and the wife of Alesius ComnenuB, interested beyond all human 
beings in the growth and inorenae of the power and dignity of her husband 
and her child ; and one who eees on this occasion an opportunity for exer- 
cising generoaity, for soldering up the breaches of the Imperial Bouse, and 
reconBtruoUn^ the frame of government upon a basis, which, if there be 
fitith and gratitude in m»n, shall never be again espoaed to hazard." 

" To the reality of that faith and gratitude, then," said the Prinooss, "wa 
must trust implicitly, as it is your will, mother; although even my own 
knowledge of the subject, both through study and experience of the world, 
has called me to observe the rashness of such confidence. But although we 
two m.iy forgive Nicephorus's errors, the Emperor ia still the person to whom 
the final reference must be had, both as to pardon and favour." 

"Pear not AlesiuB," answered her mother; "he will speak detenn in ediy 
and decidedly; but, if he acta not in the very moment of forming the reso- 
lution, it is no more to be relied oa than an icicle in time of thaw. Do thou 
apprize me, if thou canst, what the Emperor ia at present doing, and take 
my word I will find means to bring him round to our opinion." 

" Must I then betray secrets which my father has intrusted to me ?" said 
the Princess ; " and to one who has so lately held the character of his avowed 
enemy !" 

" Call it not betray," said Irene, " since it is written thou shnlt betray no 
one, least of all thy father, and the father of the empire. Yet again it is 
written, by the holy Luke, that men shall be betrayed, both by parents and 
brethren, and fcinsfolfc and friends, and therefore surely also by daughters ; 
by which I only mean thou shalt discover to us thy father's secrets, so far 
as may enable us to aave the life of thy husband. The necessity of the case 
escuses wliatever may be otherwise considered aa irregular." 

"Be it so then, mother. Having yielded my consent perhaps too easily, 
to snatch this malefactor from my father's justice, I am sensible I muat 
aeoure his safety by such means as are in my power. I left my father at 
the bottom of those staira, called the Pit of Acheron, in the cell of a blind 
man, to whom he gave the name of Urael." 

"Holy Maryl" esclaimed the Empreaa, "thou hast named a name which 
has been long unspoken in the open air." 

" Has the Emperor's sense of nis danger from the living," said the Htesar, 
"induced him to invoke the dead? — for Ursel has been no living man foi 
the apace of three years." 

" it matters not," said Anna Comnena ; " I tell you true My father 
even now held conference with a miserable-looking prisoner, whom he so 
named." 

"It is a danger the more," said the Casar; "he cannot have forgotten 
the aea! with which I embraced the cause of the present Emperor against 
his own ; and so soon as he ia at liberty, he will study to avenge it Tor 
this we must endeavour to make aome provision, though it increasca our 
difficulties. — Sit down then, my gentle, my beneficent mother ; and thou, my 
wife, who hast preferred thy love for an univorihy husband to the suggoa- 
tiouB of jealous pnasion and of headlong revenge, sit down, and let us see in 
what manner it may be in our power, conaistently with your duty to the 
Emperor, to bring our broken vessel securely into port." 

JHe employed much natural grace of manner in handing the mother and 
daughter to their seats ; and, taking his place con&dentialTy between them, 
all were soon engaged in concerting what measures should be taken for the 
morrow, not forgetting auoh as should at onee have the effeot of preserving 
tbe Cfoaar's life, and at the same time of securing the Grecian empire 
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against the conapirftoy of which he had been the chief instigiitor. Brieti- 
nlus ventured to hint, that perhaps the heet way would he to suffer the con- 
spiraoy to proceed as originally intended, pledging his own faith that the 
riEhta of Alexius should be held inviolate during the struggle ; but his 
inSuenoe over the Empress and her daughter did not esteod to obtaining so 
great a trust. They plainly protested against permitting him to leave the 
palace, or taking the leaat share in the confusion irhioh to-morrow was cer- 
tain to witness. 

" You forget, noble ladies," said the Csesar, " that raj honour is concerned 
in meeting the Count of Paris." 

" Pshaw I tell me not of vowr honour, BrienttiuK," said Anna Comnona ; 
" do I not well know, that although tho honour of the western knights be a 
speoiea of Moloch, a ficsh-devouring, hiood-quafiing demon, yet that which 
ia the sod of idolatry to the eastern warriors, though equally loud and noisy 
in the hall, is far less implacable in the field ? Believe not that I have foi'- 
given great injuries and insults, in order to take aucb false coin as honoar 
ID payment; your ingenuity is but poor, if you cannot devise some excuse 
which will satisfy the Greeks ; and in good sooth, Briennius, to this battle 
you go not, whether for your good or for your ill. Believe not that I will 
consent to your meeting either Count or Countess, whether in warlike 
combat or amorous parley. So you "may at a word count upon remaining 
prisoner here until the hour appointed for such gross folly be past and 

The Ctesar, perhaps, was not in his heart angry that his wife's pleasure 
was Ko bluntly and resolntely expressed againat the intended combat. " If," 
said he, " you are determined to take my honour into your own keeping, I 
am here for the present your prisoner, nor have I the means of interfering 
with your pleasure. When once at liberty, the free exercise of my valour 
and my lance is once more my own." 

" Be it 80, Sir Paladin," said the Princess, very composedly. " I hare 
good hope that neither of them will involve you with any of yon dare-devils 
of Paris, whether male or female, and that we will regulate the pitoh to 
which your courage soars, by the estimation of Greek philosophy, and the 
judgment of our blessed Lady of Mercy, not her of the Broken Lances." 

At this moment an authoritative knock at the door alarmed the consulta- 
tion of tho Otesar and the ladies. 



Cliaptet tljE €ffiEutii-|EDEiitIi. 



We loft the Emperor Alasius Oomnenna at the bottom of a subterranean 
vault, with a lamp espiring, and having charge of a prisoner, who seeraod 
himself nearly reduced to the same estremity. For the first two or three 
moments, he listened after his daughter's retiring footsteps. He grew im- 
patient, and began to long for her return before it was possible she could 
have traversed tliepath betwixt him and the enmrait of these gloomy stairs. 
A minute or two he endured with patience the absence of the .issiatance 
which ho h!vd sent her to summon ; but strange suspicions began to cross 
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his iniaginftfjon. Could it bo possible ? Had she changed hor purpose on 
account of the hard words wniuh he had used towards herf. Had ehe 
I'CEolved to leave her father to his fate in his hour of utmost need? and waa 
he to relj no longer upon the assistance wfaich he had implored her to send ? 

The short time which the Princess trifled nwaj in a sort of gallantry with 
the Varangian Hereward, was magnified tenfold hy the impatience of the 
Emperor, who began to think that she was gone to fetch the accomplices of 
the deear to assault theirprince in his defenoelosa condition, and carrj 
into effect their half-disconcerted oonspiracj. 

After a considerable time, filled up with this feeling of agonizing uncer' 
tainty, bo began at length, more composedly, to reeoUeot the little chance 
there was that the Princess would, even fur her own sake, resentful as she 
was in the highest degree of her husband's ill behaviour, join her resources 
to his, t^ the destruction of one who had so generally showed himself an 
indulgent and affectionate father. When he had adopted this better mood, 
a step was heard upon the staircase, and aftor a long and unequal descent, 
Hereward, in hss heavy armour, at length coolly arrived at the bottom of 
the steps. Behind him, panting and trembling, partly with cold and partly 
with terror, came Douban, the slave well skilled in medicine. 

" Welcome, good Edward 1 Welcome, Douban !" he said, " whose medical 
skill is sufficiently able to counterbalance the weight of years which hang 
upon him." 

"Tour Highness is gracious," said Douban— but what he would have 
farther said woa cut off by a violent fit of coughing, the consequence of his 
age, of his feeble habit, of the damps of the dungeon, and the rugged 
esercise of descending (he Jong and difficult staircase. 

" Thou art unaccustomed to visit thy patients in so rough an abode," 
said Alexius; "and, nevertheless, to the damps of these dreary regions 
state necessity obliges us to confine many, who are no less our beloved 
subjects in reality man they are in title." 

The medical man continued his cough, perhaps as an apology fur not 
giving that answer of assent, with which his conscience did not easily per- 
mit him to reply to nn observalaon, which, though stated by one who shonid 
know the fact, seemed not to be in itself altogether likely. 

" Yes, my Douban," said the Emperor, "in tliis strong case of sto ! and 
adamant have we found it necessary to enclose the redoubted Urs 1 wh 
&me is spread through the whole world, both for military skill | 1 1 1 
wisdom, personal bravery, and other noble gifts, which we h 1-een 
obliged to obsoure for a time, in order that we might, at the fittest j nc- 
tuie, which is now arrived, restore them to the world in their full I t 
Eee! his pulse, thei-efore, Douban— consider him as one who hath ft 1 
severe confinement, with nil its privations, and is about to be dd nly 
restored to the full enjoyment of life, and'whatever renders life valuable. 

"1 will do my best," said Douban ; "bat your Majesty must consider, 
that we work npon a frail and exhausted subject, whose health seems 
already wellnigh gone, and may perhaps vanish in an instant — like this 
pale and trembling light, whose precarious condition the life-braath of this 
unfortunate patient seems closely to resemble." 

"Desire, tnerefure, good Douban, one or two of the mutes who serve in 
the interior, and who have repeatedly been thy assistants in such cases — or 
stay — Edwai'd, thy motions will be more speedy; do thou go for the mutes 
— make them brmg some kind of litter to transport the patient; and, 
Douban, do thou superintend the whole. Transport him instantly to a 
suitable apartment, only taking care that it be secret, and let him enjoy the 
comforts of the bath, and whatever else may tend to restore his Keblo 
animation — keeping in mind, that he must, if possible, appear to-morrow 
in the field." 

" That will be hard," said Douban, " after having been, it would appear. 
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subjected to snoh fare and such usage as his fluotualing pulse intimntcs but 
too plainly." 

" 'Twas a mistake of the dungeon-keeper, the iahnraan yillain, who should 
not go without bis reward," continued the Emperor, "had not Heaven 
already bestowed it by the etrftnge means of a sylvan man, or native of the 
woods, who yesterday put to death the jailor who meditated the death of 
his prisoner — Yes, tnj dear Douban, a private sentinel of our guards called 
the Immortal, had wellnigh annihilated this flower of our frnst, whom for 
a time we wei'e compelled to immure in secret. Then, indeed, a rude ham- 
mer had dashed to pieoee an unparalleled brilliant, but the fates have 
arrested sach a misfortuno." 

The assistance having arrived, the physician, who seemed more accus- 
tomed to act than to speak, directed a bath to bo prepared with medicated 
herbs, and gave it as his opinion, that the patient should sot be disturbed 
till to-morrow's sun was high in the heavens. Ursel aooordingly was 
assisted to the bath, which was employed according io the directions of the 
physician ; but without affording any material symptoms of recovery. From 
thence ha was transferred to a cheerful bedchamber, opening by an ample 
window to one of the terraces of the palace, which commanded an extensive 
prospect. These operations were performed upon a frame so extremely 
stupified by previous suffering, so dead to the usual sensations of esistence, 
that it was not till the sensibility should be gradually restored by friction 
of the stiffened limbs, and otiier means, that the leech hoped the mists of 
the intellect should at length begin to clear away. 

Douban readily undertook to obey the commands of the Emperor, and 
remained by the bed of the patient until the dawn of morning, ready to 
support nature as far as the skill of leechcrafl admitted. 

From the mutes, much more aooustomed to be the executioners of the 
Emperor's displeasure than of his humanity, Douban sslacted one man of 
milder mood, and by Alesius's order, made him understand, that the task 
in which he was engaged was to be kept most strictly secret, while the 
hardened slftve was astonished to find that the attentions paid to the sick 
were to be rendered with yet more mystery than the bloody ofEees of death 
and torture. 

The passive patient received the various aots of attention which were 
rendered to him in silence ; and if not totally without consciousness, at 
least without a distinct comprehension of their object. After the soothing 
operation of the bath, and the voluptuous exchange of the rude and musty 
pile of straw, on which he had stretched himself for years, for a eouch of 
the softest down, Ursel was presented with a sedative draught, slightly 
tinotared with an opiate. The balmy restorer of nature came l£us invoked, 
and the captive sunk into a delicious slumber long unknown to him, and 
which seemed to occupy equally his mental faculties and his bodily frame, 
while the features were released from their rigid tenor, and the posture of 
the limbs, no longer disturbed by fita of cramp, and sudden and agonizing 
twists and throes, seemed changed for a placid state of the most perfect 
ease and tranquillity. 

The morn was already colouring the horizon, and the freshness of the 
breeae of dawn had insinuated itself into the lofty halls of the palace of 
the Blacquernal, when a gentle tap at the door of the chamber awakened 
Douban, who, undisturbed from the calm state of his patient, had indulged 
himself in a brief repose. The door opened, and a figure appeared, dis- 
guised in the robes worn by an officer of the palace, and concealed, beneath 
an artificial beard of great she, and of a white colour, the features of the 
Emperor himself. " Douban," siud Alezius, " how fares it with thy patient, 
whose safety is this day of such consequence to the Grecian slate?" 

"Well, my lord," replied the physician, "exnollently well ; and if he ia 
not now disturbed, I will wager whatever skill I possess, that nature, 
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assi^^tod by the art of the phyaieian, will triumph over the damps find tha 
unwholesome air of the impure dungeon. Only he prudent, my lord, and 
let not an untimely haste bring this Ursel forward into the contest ere ho 
li!is arranged the disturbed current of his ideas, and recovered, in some 
degree, the spring of hia mind, and the powers of his body." 

"I will rule my Impatienco," said the Emperor, "or rather, Douban, I 
will be ruled by thee. Thinkeat tbou he ia awake !" 

" 1 am inclined to think so," said the leech, " but he opens not his eyes, 
and seems to me as if he absolutely resisted the natunil impulse to rouse 
himeelf and look around him." 

" Speak to him," said the Emperor, " and let us know what is passing 
in his mind." 

" It is at soma riak," replied tha physician, " but yoa shall be obeyed.— 
Ursel," he said, approaching the bed of hia blind patient, and then, in a 
louder tone, he repeated i^in, " Ursel I Ursel !" 

"Peace — Huah!" muttered the patient; '"disturb not the blest in their 
eC9tacy — nor a^ain recall the moat miserable of mortals to finish the draught 
of bitterness wliich bis fate had compelled him to oomm " 

" Again, again," said the Emperor, aside to Douba t y h m y t 
it is of importance for me to know in what degree h p as h 
or in what measure they have disappeared from him 

" I would not, however,", said the physician, " b fh h d g Ity 

person, who, by an ill-timad urgency, should produ t t 1 1 t f 

mind and plunge him back either into absolute lunacy p d t p 

in which he might remain for a long period." 

"Surely not," replied the Emperor; "my comm d tl f 

Christian to another, nor do I wish them farther ob j d tb n as th y 
consistent with the laws of God and man." 

He paused for a moment after this declaration, and ytbtfwm t 
had elapsed ere he again urged the leech to curauo tl e i terro^at o f h s 
patient. " If you hold me not competent, said Douban, somewhat vain 
of the trust neceasarily reposed in hira, " to judge of the treatment of my 
patient, your Imperial Highnoas must take the risk and the trouble upon 
yourself." 

" Marry, I shall," said the Emperor, " for the scruples of leeches are not 
to be indulged, when the fato of kingdoms and the lives of monarchs aro 
placed against them in the scales. — Bouse thee, my noble Ursel ! hear a 
voice, with which thy ears were once well acquainted, welcome thee back to 
glory and command ! Look around thee, and aee how the world smiles to 
welcome thee back from irnprisonment to empire!" 

" Cunning fiend 1" said Ursel, " who usest the most wily baits in order to 
augment the misery of the wretehedl Know, tempter, that I am conscioua 
of the whole trick of the soothing images of last night — thy hatha — thy 
beds — and thy bowers of blJEs. — But sooner shalt thou be able to bring a 
sniilo upon the oheek of St. Anthony the Eremite, than induce me to curl 
mine after the faahion of earthly voluptuaries." 

" Try it, foolish man," inaiated the Emperor, " and trust to tlie evidence 
of thy senses for the reality of the pleasures by which thou art now aur- 
Ttunded, or, if thou art ohatJnate in thy lack of faith, tarry as thou art for 
ft amgjle moment, and I will bring with me a being so unparalleled in her 
loiehncs, that a single glance of her were worth the restoration of thine 
ej OS, were it only to look upon her for a momenL" So saying he left the 
apartment 

' Traitor " aaid Ursel, " and deceiver of old, bring no one hither 1 and 
strive not, by ahadowy and ideal forms of beauty, to inereaae the delusion 
that gilds my prison-house for a moment, in order, doubtless, to destroy 
totally the spark of re^on, and then exchange this earthly hell for a dun- 
geon m the infernal rigions themselves." 
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" Eis mind is somewhat shnttaretl," mused the physicinn, " which is often 
the eonEequenoe of a. lonf; Bolitary confinemeat. I mnirel much," was hia 
farther thought, " if the Emperor can shape oat any rational seryice which 
this maa can render him, after being so long immured in so horrible a dun- 
geon. — Thou thinkeet, tben," continued he, addressing the patient, "that 
the seeming release of last night, with its baths and refreshments, was only 
a delusive draam, without any reality?" 
" Ay — what else?" answered Ursel. 

"And that the arousing thyself, as we desire thee to do, would be hut a 
resigning to a, Tain temptation, in order to wake to more uabappineas than 
formerly V 

"Even 60," returned the patient. 

"What, then, are thy thoughts of the Emperor by whose command thou 
sufferest so severe a restraint?" 

Perhaps Douban wished he had forborne this question, for, in the very 
moment when he put it, the door of the chamber opened, and the Emperor 
entered, with his daughter hanging upon" his arm, dressed w-ith simplicity, 
yet with becoming splendour. She had found time, it seems, to change her- 
dress for a white robe, which rssembied a kind of mourning, the chief 
ornament of whioh was a diamond ebaplet, of inestimable value, which 
surrounded and bound the long sable tresses, that reached from bar head to 
her waist. Terrified almost to death, she had been surprised by her father 
in the company of her husband the C^sar, and her mother; and the same 
thundering mandate had at once ordered Briennius, in tlie character of a 
more than suspected traitor, under the custody of a strong guard of Varan- 
gians, and commanded her to attend her father to the bedchamber of Ursel, 
in which she now stood; resolved, howe?er, that she would stick by the 
sinking fortunes of her husband, even in the last extremity, yet no less 
determmed that she would not rely upon her own entreaties or remon- 
strances, until she should see whether her father's iutoifereace was likely 
t<} reassume a resolved and positive character. Hastily aa the plans of 
Alexius had been formed, and hastily as they had been disconcerted by 
nocident, there reratdned no slight chance that he might be forced to come 
round to the purpose on which nis wife and daughter had fised their heart, 
the forgiveness, namely, of the guilty Nieephorus Briennius. To his aston- 
ishment, and not perhaps greatly to his satisfaction, he heard the patient 
deeply engaged with the physician in canvassing his own character. 

"Thiuk not," said Ursel ia reply to him, "that though I am immured in 
this dungeon, and treated as something worse than an outcast of humanity 
— and although I am, moreover, deprived of mv eyesight, the dearest gift 
of Heaven — think not, I say, though I suffer all this by the cruel will of 
Alexins Comuenus, that therefore I hold him to be mine enemy; on the 
contrary, it is by his means that the blinded and miserable prisoner has 
been taught to seek a liberty far more unconstrmned than this poor earth can 
afford, and a vision far more clear than any Mount Pisgah on this wretched 
side of the grave can give us; Shall 1 therefore account the Emperor among 
mine enemies! He who has taught me the vanity of earthly things — the 
nothingness of earthly enjoyments — and the pure hope of a better world, 
as a certiMU exchange for the misery of the present? No!" 

The Emperor had stood somewbnt disconcerted at the be^nning of this 
speech, but hearing it so very unespoctndly terminate, as he was willing to 
suppose, much in his own favour, he threw himself into an attitude which 
was partly that of a modest person listening to hia own praises, and partly 
that of a man highly struck with the commendations heaped upon him by 
a generous adversary. 

" BIy friend," he said aloud, " how truly do you read my purpose, when 
you suppose that the knowledge which men of your disposition can extrnet 
from eril, was all tho experience whioh I wished you to derive from a cap- 
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thity profractei by adverse circumetanoes, far, very fiir, beyond my wishes 1 
Let me embrace tbe generous man who hnows so well how to construe the 
purpose of a perplexed, but still faithful friend." 
The patient raised himaelf in bis bed. 

" Hold there 1" he aaid, " methinks my faculties begin to collect them- 
selvea. Yes," ho muttered, " that is the treacherous voice which first bid 
me welcome as a friend, and then commanded fiercely that I should bo 
doprired of the eight of my eyesl — Increase thy rigour if thou wilt, Com- 
jienus — add, if tbon canat, to the torture of my confinement — but since I 
cnnnot see thy hypocritical and inhuraiin features, spare me, in mercy, the 
sound of a voice, more distreseing to mine ear than tbnds, than serpents, — 
than whatever nature haa most offensive and disgasting!" 

This speech was delivered with ao much energy, that it was in vain that 
tlie Emperor strove to interrupt its tenor; although he himself, as well as 
Doubsn and his daughter, heard a gi'eat deal more of the language of 
unadorned and naturS passion than he had counted upon. 

" Raise thy head, rash man," he said, " and charm thy tongue, ere it pro- 
ceed in a strain which may cost theo dear. Look at me, and see if I have 
not reserved a reward capable of atoning for all the evil which thy folly 
may charge to mj account." 

Hitherto tlie prisoner had remained with his eyes obstinately shut, re- 
garding the imperfect recollection he had of sighta which had been before 
hia eyes the foregoing evening, as the mere suggestion of a deluded imagi- 
nation, if not actually pressntod by some seducing spirit. But now when 
his eyes fiiirly encountered the stately figure of the Emperor, and the grace- 
ful form of his lovely daughter, painted in the tender rays of the morning 
dawn, he ejaculated faintly, "I see! — I seel" — And with that ejaculation 
fell back on the pillow in a swoon, which instantly found employment for 
Douban and his restorativea. 

" A most wonderful cure indeed !" exclaimed the phyaician ; " arid the 
height of my wishes would be to possess such another miraculous resto- 

"FooU" said the Emperor; "canat thou not conceive that what has never 
been taken away is restored with littie difficulty ! He was made," he said, 
lowering his voice, "to undergo a painful operation, which led him to be- 
lieve that the organs of sight were destroyed; and as light soareoly ever 
visited him, and when it did, only in doubtful and invisible glimmerings, 
the prevailing darkness, both physical and mental, that surrounded him, 
prevented him from being sensible of the existence of that precious faoulty, 
of which he imagined himself bereft. Perhaps thou wilt ask my reason for 
infiioting upon him so 9tranj;o a deception! — Simply it waa, that being by 
it conceived inoapable of reigning, hia memory might pass out of the minds 
of the public, while, at the same time, I reserved iiis eyesight, that in case 
occasion should cull, it might be in my power onee more to liberate liim 
fiom bis dungeon, and employ, as I now propose to do, his courage and 
talents in the service of tha empire, to codnterbalance those of other con- 
spirators." 

" And can your imrierial Highness," aaid Douban, " hope that you have 
acquired this man's duty and affection by tbe conduct you have obaerved 
to him V 

" I cannot tell," answered the Emperor ; " that muat be as futurity shall 
determine. All I linow is, that it is no fault of mine, if Ursel doea not 
reckon freedom and a long courae of Empire — perhaps sanctioned by an 
alllaitce with our own blood — and the continued enjoyment of the precious 
organs of eyesight, of which a less scrupulous man would have deprived 
him, ngainst a maimed and darkened existence." 

" Since such ia jour Highness's opinion and resolution," said Douban, 
"it is for me to aid, and not to counteract it. Permit me, therefore, to pray 
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jour Highness and the Pfiiicesa to wlthdniw, that I msiy use sach remedies 
aa iiiiij uonfirm a mind which has been so strangely shaken, and restore W 
him I'ully the use of those eyes, of which he has been so long deprived." 

" I nm content, Dooban," said the Bmneror ; " but take notiue, Urael is 
not totally at liberty until he has espressea the resolution to beooma actually 
mine. It may behove both him and thee to know, that although there is 
no purpose of remitting him to the dungeons of the Blaoquemal palace, 
yet if lie, or any on his part, should aspire to head a partyin these fecerish 
times, — by the honour of a gentleman, to swear a Frankiah oath, he shall 
find that ha is not out of the reach of the battle-axes of my Varnogians. I 
trust to thee to communicate this fact, Tvhich concerns alike him and all 
who have interest in his fortunes. — Come, daughter, ive will withdraw, and 
leave the leeoh with his patient — Take notice, Douban, it is of importance 
that you acquaint me the very first moment when the patient can hold 
rational communication with me.'.' 

Alesius and his accomplished daughter departed accordingly. 



(CjiajitEr tljE '(StUEiitq-ilJiglitl;. 



From a terraced roof of the Blacquernal palace, accessible by a sash-door, 
which opened from the bed-chamber of Ursel, there was commanded one of 
the most lovely and striking views whioh the romantic neighbourhood of 
Constantinople afforded. 

After suffering him to repose and rest his agitated faculties, it was to this 
place that the physician led his patient ; for when somewhat cumposed, he 
had of himself requested to be permitted to verify the truth of his restored 
eyesight, by looking out once more upon the majestic face of nature. 

On the one hand, tho scene which he beheld was a masterpiece of hnman 
art. The proud city, ornamented with stately buildings, as became the 
capital of the world, showed a succession of glittering spires and orders of 
architecture, some of them chaste and simpie, like those the capitals of 
which were borrowed from baskets-full of acanthus ; some deriving the flut- 
ing of their shafts from the props made originally to support the lances of 
the earlier Greeks — forms simple, yet more graceful in their simplicity, 
than any which human ingenuity has been able since to invent. With the 
most splendid specimens which ancient art could afibrd of those strictly 
classical models wera associated those of a later age, where more modern 
taste had endeavoured at improvement, and, by mixing the various orders, 
had produced such as were either composiw, or totally out of rule. Tho 
size of the buildings in which they ware displayed, however, procured them 
respect; nor could even the most perfect judge of architecture avoid being 
struck by the grandeur of their extent and effect, although hurt by the 
incorrectnesa of the taste in which they were executed. Arches of triumph, 
towers, obelisks, and spires, designed for various purposes, rose np into the 
air in confused magnificence ; while the lower view was filled by the streets 
of the city, the doiaeatio habitations forming long narrow alleys, on either 
side of which the houses arose to various Mid unequal heights, but, being 
generally finished with terraced coverings, thick set with plants and flowerc, 
&ad fountains, had, when seen from an eminence, a more noble and inte- 
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t' g p t th ' ff d d by th sloping and uniform roofa of 

t t tb p tal f th Ih f E p . 

Itht.k mt tg words, the idea which was at a 

!gl jdtoU! dfftd him at first with great pain. 

li bilhdh Igt ttht daily exercise, which teaahea 

tl h b t f t th 

i wl dg wh h d f m _ _ 

d t so f d th t t m d if all the apirea, turrets, and 

tawhhhbhidw dd forward upon bis eyeballs, and 

I ttobi,tlm Wth bkfl orror, IJrsei turneii himself to 
Ihfth d d thj p different scene. Kere alao he 

wtwratp! dt Lbtthy were those of the churches and 

p hi c b Id ^a be eati h a feet, efla t d f om the dazzling piece of water 
which formed the harbour of Con stun tJnopie, and which, from the abun- 
dance of wealth which it transported to the city, was well termed the Oolden 
Horn. In one place, this auperb basin was lined with q^uays, where statoiy 
dromonds and argosies unloaded their wealth, while, by tha shore of the 
hiivan, gttlleya, feluooas, and other small craft, idly flapped the eingularJy 
shaped and snow-white pinions which served them for smIs. In other 
places the Golden Horn lay shrouded in a verdant mantle of trees, where 
the private gardens of wealthy or distinguished individuals, or pineea of 
public recreation, shot down upon and were bounded by the glassy waters. 
On the Bospfaorua, which might be seen in the distance, the little fleet of 
Tancred was lying in the aH.me station they had gained during the night, 
which was fitted to command the opposite landing ; this their general had 
preferred to a midnight descent upon Constantinople, not knowing whether, 
so coming, they might be received as friends or enemies. Thia delay, bow- 
ever, bad given the Greeks an opportunity, either by the orders of Alexiua, 
or the equally powerful mandates of aome of the conspiratora, to tow ais 
ships of war, full of armed men, and provided wifh the maritime offensive 
weapons peculiar to the Greeks at that period, which they bad moored so as 
exactly to cover the place where the troops of Tancred must necessarily 

Thia preparation gave some surprise to the valiant Tancred, who did not 
know that sueb ve^els had arrived in the harbour from Lemnos on the pre- 
ceding night. The undaunted courage of that prince was, however, in no 
respect to be shaken by the degree of unespeoted danger with which hia 
adventure now appeared to ba attended. 

This splendid view, from the description of which we have in aome degree 
digressed, was seen by the pliysiolan and Ursel from a terrace, the loftiest 
almost on the pijaoe of the Blacqnernal. To the city-ward, it was bounded 
by a solid wall, of considerable height, giving a resting-place for the roof of a 
lower buildine, which, sloping outward, broke to the view the vast height 
uuobscured oUierwise save by a high and massy balustrade, composed of 
bi-onze, which, to the havenward, sunk sheer down upon an uninterrupted 

No sooner, therefore, had Ursel turned his eyes that way, than, though 
placed fai fiom the brink of the terrace, ho exclaimed, with a shriek, " Save 
jne— -Bive me' it jou are net indeed the destined executors of the Em- 

" We are indeed such," aaid Douban, " to save, and if possible to bring 
you to complete recovery ; but by no means to do you injury, or to suffer it 
to be offered by others." 

" Guard me then from myself," said Ursel, " and save me from the reeling 
and insane desire which I feel to plunge myself into the abyss, to tho edge 
of which you have guided me." 

" Such a giddy and dangerous temptation is," said the physician, " com- 
mon to those who have not for a long time looked down from precipitous 
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heights, and are suddenly brought to tliem. Nature, howevei" bounteous, 
hath not provided for the ceasation of our faenlties for years, and for thei» 
sudden resumption in full strength and vigour. An interval, longer or 
shorter, must needs intervene. Can you not believe tbia terrace a safe 
station while you have my support and that of this faithful slave?" 

"Certainly," said Uraei; " hut permit me (o turn my face toT^ards this 
Btono wall, for I cannot hear to look at the flimsy piece of wire, which is 
the only battlement of defence that interposes betwist me and the preci- 
pice." He apoke of the bronze balustrade, sis feet high, and maasive in 
proportion. Thus saying, and holding fast by the physician's arm, Ursel, 
though himself a younger and more able man, trembled, and moved hia feet 
as slowly as if made of lead, until he reached the sashed-door, where stood 
a kind of balcony-seat, in which he placed himself. — " Here," he said, " will 

"And hers," said Douban, "will I malte the communication of the Em- 
peror, which it is neeesaary you should he prepared to reply to. It places you, 
yon will observe, at your own disposal for liberty or captivity, but it condi- 
tions for your resigning that sweet but sinful morsel termed revenge, which, 
I must not oonceal from you, chance appears willing to put into your hand. 
You know the degree of rivalry in which you have been held by the Em- 
peror, and you know the measure of evil you have eustruned at his hand. 
The question is. Can yoo forgive what has taken place?" 

" tat me wrap my head round with my mantle," said Ursel, " to dispel 
this dizziness which slJII oppresses my poor brain, and aa soon as the power 
of recollection is granted me, you shall know my sentiments." 

He sunk upon ttie seat, muffled in the way which he described, and after 
a few minutes' reflection, with a trepidation which argued the patient still 
to be under the nervous feeling of extreme horror mixed with terror, he 
addressed Douban thus; "The operation of wrong and cruelty, in the 
moment when they are first inflicted, eseites, of course, the utmost resent- 
ment of the sufferer; nor ie there, perhaps, a passion whioh lives so long in 
his bosom as the natural desire of revenge. If, then, during the first month, 
when I lay stretched upon my bed of want and misery, you had offered mo 
an opportunity of revenge upon my cruel oppressor, the remnant of misera- 
ble life whioh remained to me should have been willingly bestowed to pur- 
chase it. But a suffering of weeks, or«ven months, must not ho compared 
in effect with that of years. For a short space of endurance, the body, na 
well as the mind, retains that vigorous habiD which holds the prisoner still 
connected with life, and teaches him to thrill at the lung-forgotten chain of 
hopes, of wishes, of disappointments, and morUScadons, which affected his 
former existence. But the wounds become callous as they harden, and 
other and better feelings occupy their place, while they gradually die away 
in forgotfulness. The enjoyments, the amusements of this world, occupy 
no part of his lime upon whom the gates of despair have once closed. I 
tell thee, my kind physician, that for a season, in an insane attempt to 
effect my liberty, I cut through a large portion of the living rock. But 
Heaven cured me of so foolish an idea; and if I did not actually come to 
iove Alexius Oomnenus — for how could that have been a possible effect in 
any rational state of my intellects? — jet as I became convinced of mv own 
crimes, sins, and follies, the more and more I was also persuadea that 
Alexius was but the agent through whom Heaven eiercised a dearly-pur- 
chased right of punishing me for my manifold offences and transgressions ; 
and that it was not therefore upon the Emperor that my resentment ought 
to visit itself. And I can now say to thee, that so far as a man who has 
undergone so dreadful a change can be supposed to know his own mind, I 
feel no desire either to rival Alexius in a race for empire, or to avail myself 
of any of the various profi'ers which he proposes to me as the price of with- 
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(Ira-wiii^ my claim. Let him keep unpurcSiased tlie crown, fir which he 
bus piLiJ, in mj opinion, a prioe which it is not worth." 

"Thia is extraordinary BtoieiEm, noble Urael," answered the physician 
Douban. "Am I then to understand that you reject the fair offers of Aleslus, 
fl,nd desire, instead of all which he is willing;— nay, anxious to bestow — to 
le commilted oafely buck to thy old blimJed dungeon in the BJacqnernal, 
that you may continue at ease those pietistio meditations which haye already 
conducted thee to ho eitravogant a conclusion t" 

"Physician," said TJrsel, while a shuddering fit that affected his whole 
body testified his alarm at the alternative proposed — " one would imagine 
tliine own profession might have taught thee, that no mere mortal man, 
unleoa predestined to be a glorified saint, eoald ever prefer darkness to the 
light of day; blindness itself to the enjoyment of the power of sight ; the 
pangs of starving to competent sustenance, or the damps of a dungeon to 
the free air of God's creation. No ! — it may be virtue to do bo, but to auoh 
a pitch mine does not soar. All I require of the Emperor for standing br 
him with all the power my name can ^ive him, at this crisis is, that he will 
provide for my reception as a monk m some of those pleasant and well 
endowed seminaries of piet^, to whieh his devotion, or his feara, have ^ven 
rise. Let me not be a^am the object of his suspicion, tlie operation of 
which is more dreadful than that of being the object of his hate. Forgot- 
ten by power, as I have myself lost the rem.embrance of those that wielded 
it, let me find my way to tlie grave, unnoticed, unconstrained, at liberty, 
in possession of my dim and disused organs of sight, and, above all, at 
peace." 

" If such be thy serious and earnest wish, noble Ursel," said the physician, 
" I myself have no hesitation to warrant to thee tho full accomplishment of 
thy religious and moderate desires. But, bethink thee, thou art once more 
an inhabitant of the court, inwhioh thou mayst obtain what thou wilt to-day; 
while to-morrow, shouldst thou regi'et thy indifference, it maybe thy utmost 
entreaty will not sufBce to gain for thee the slightest extension of thy present 
conditions." 

" Be it so," said Ursel ; " I wilt then stipulate for another condition, 
which indeed has only reference to this day. I will solicit his Imperial 
Majesty, with all humility, to spare me the pain of a personal treaty 
bctn'eeu himself and me, and that he will bo satisfied with the solemn assu- 
rance that I am most willing to do in his favour all that he is desirous of 
dictating; while, on the other hand, I desire only the execution of those 
moderate conditions of mj future ailment which I have already told thee at 
length." 

" But wherefore," said Doaban, "shouldst thou be afraid of announcing 
to tho Emperor thy disposition to an agreement, which cannot be esteemed 
otherwise than extremely moderate on thy part 2 Indeed, I fear the Emperor 
will insist on a brief personal conference." 

"I am not ashamed," said Ursel, "to confess the truth. It is true, that 
I have, or think I have, renounced what the Scripture calls the pride of life ; 
bet the old Adam still lives within us, and maintiuns against the better part 
of our nature an inextinguishable quarrel, easy to bo aroused fram its 
slumber, but as diflcult to be again couched in peace. "While last night I 
but half understood that mine enemy was in my presence, and while my 
faculties performed but half their duty in recalling his deceitful and hated 
accents, did not my heart throb in my bosom with all the agitation of a 
taken bird, and shiiU I again have U> enter into a personal treaty with the 
man who, be his general conduct what it may, has been the constant and 
unprovoked cause of my unequalled misery! Douban, no! — to listen to 
Ills voice again, were to hear an alarm sounded to every violent and vindic- 
tive passion of my heart ; and though, may Heaven so help me as nij iuten- 
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tioiiB foirrirds Iiim are upright, yet it is impossible for me to listen to hia 
professions with n ehanoo of enfetj either to him or to myself." 

" Jf you be BO minded," replied Duaban, " I shall only repeat to him your 
stipulation, and you must swear to him that you will strictly observe it, 
Without this being done, it must he difficult, or perhaps impossible, U> settle 
the league of which both are ieairous." 

" Amen !" said Ursel ; " and aa I nm pure in my purpose, and resolved to 
keep it to the uttermost, bo may Heaven guard mo from the influence of 
precipitate revonge, ancient grudge, or new quarrel I" 

An authoritative knock at the door of tiio sleeping chamber was now 
heard, and Ursel, relieved by more powerful feelings, from the giddiness of 
which he bad complained, walked firmly into the bedroom, ftnd seating him- 
self, waited with averted eyes the entrance of the person who demanded 
admittance, and who proved to be no other than Alexius Oomnenus. 

'Xhe Emperor appeared at the door in awarlikc dress, suited for the deco- 
ration of a prince who was to witness a combat in the lists fought out before 

"Sage Douban," he said, "has our esteemed prisoner, Urael, made hia 
choice between our peace and enmity?" 

" He hath, ray lord," replied the physician, " embraced the lot of that 
happy portion of mankind, whose hearts and lives are devoted to the service 
of your Majesty's government." 

"He will then Siis day," eontimied the Emperor, "render me the office 
of putting down all those who may pretend to abet insurrection in his name, 
and under pretest of his wrongs?" 

" He will, iny lord," replied the physician, " act to the fullest the part 
which you requite." 

" And in what way," said the Emperor, adopting his most gracious 
tone of voice, "would our faithful Urael desire that services like these, 
rendered in the hour of extreme need; should be acknowledged by the 
Emperor!" 

" Simply," answered Douban, " by aaying nothing upon the subj^ect. lie 
desires only that all jealousies between you and him may be henceforth fur- 
gotten, and that he may he admitted inl« one of your Higbness's monastio 
institutions, with leave to dedicate the rest of his life to the worship of Heaven 
and its swnts." 

"Hath he persuaded thee of this, Douban?" — said the Emperor, in a low 
and altered voice. " By Heaven I when I consider from what prison bo was 
brought, and in what guise he inhabited it, I cannot believe in this gall-leaa 
dispoaitlon. He muat at least speak to me himself, ere I can believe, in 
some degree, the transformation of the fiery Urael into a being so little 
capable of feeling the ordinary impulses of mankind," 

" Hear me, Alexius Oomnenus," said the prisoner ; " and so may thine 
own prayers to Heaven find acoeaa and acceptation, as thou helievest the 
words wuieh I speak to thee in simplicity of heart. If thine empire of 
Greece were made of coined gold, it would hold out no bait for my accept- 
ance ; nor, I thank Heaven, have even the injuries I have experienced at thy 
hand, cruel and extensive as they have been, impressed upon me the slightest 
desire of requiting treachery with treachery. Think of me as thou wilt, so 
thou seok'at not again to exchange words with me ; and believe me, that 
when thou hast put me under the most rigid of thy ecclesiastical foundations, 
the discipline, the fare, and the vigils, will be far superior to the esistecce 
falling to the share of those whom the King delights to honour, and who 
therefore must afford the King their society whenever they are summoned 

" It is hardly for me," said the physician, " to interpose in so high a 
matter ; yet, as trusted both by the noble Ursel, and by hia Highness the 
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Emperor, I !iave miide a brief abBtrnct of those short conditions to be kept 
by the high' parties towatiis each other, sub crimine faid." 

The Emperor prottiicted the intereourso with Urael, until he more fully 
explained to him the ocoasioii which he ehould have that very day for hia 
Borvices. When they parted, Alexius, with a great show of affection, em- 
braced his late prisoner, vrhile it reC[iiirod all the self-coin mac d and stoicism 
of Ursel to avoid expressing in plain terms the extent to which he abhorred 
tha person wlio thus caressed him. 



(Sljniitcr tjir Cutntii-JHintli. 



The important morning at last arrived, on which, W tho loiperial pro- 
olaaiation, the combat between the Csesar and Count Kobert of PariH was 
appointed to take place. This was a oiroumstance in a great measure 
foreign to tlie Grecian manners, and to which, therefore, the people annexed 
different ideas from those which were associated with the same solemn de- 
cision of God, as the Latins called it, by the Western nations. The conse- 
quence was a vague, bat excessive agit-ation among the people, who con' 
nected the extraordinary strife which they were to witness, with (he various 
causes which had been whispered abroad aa likely to give occasion to some 
general insurrection of a great and terrible nature. 

By the Imperinl order, regular lists had been prepared for the combat, 
with opposite gates, or entrances, as was usual, for the ndmitfanoe of the 
two champions ; and it was understood that the appeal was to be made to 
the Divinity by each, according to the forms prescribed by the Church of 
which the combatants were respectively members. The situation of these 
lists was on the side of the shore adjoining on the west to the continent, 
o great distance, the walla of the city were seen, of various architecture, 
posed of lime and of sfono, and furnished with no leas than four-and- 
twenty gabas, or posterns, five of which regarded the land, and nineteen the 
water. All this formed a beautiful prospect, much of which is still visible. 
The town itself is about nineteen miles in circumference ; and as it is on all 
sides surrounded with lofty oypressea, its general appearance is that of a 
city arising out of a stately wood of these raaenifloent trees, partly ahi-oud- 
ing the pinnacles, obelisks, and minarets, whioh tlien marked the site of 
many noble Christian temples ; but now, generally speaking, intimate the 
poeiljon of as many Mahomedan mosques. 

These lists, for the convenience of spectators, wore surrounded on all sides 
by long rowB of seats, sloping downwards. In the middle of these seata, and 
exactly opposite the centre of the lists, was a hight.hrone, erected for the 
Emperor himself ; and which was separated from the more vulgar galleries 
by a circuit of wooden barricades, which an experienced eye could perceive, 
might, in case of need, ba made serviceable for purposes of defence. 

The lists urere sixty yards in length, by perhaps about forty in breadth, 
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and these ofigrded ample space for tho eiercisB of the combat, both on 
horseback and on foot. NiimerouB bands of the GveGk citizens begiW, with 
the vei'j break of day, to issue from the gates and pOBterns of the city, to 
esamine and wonder at tho construction of the iists, pass their criticiama 
upon the purposes of the peculiar parts of the fabric, and occupy places, to 
securo them tor the spootaolc. Shortly after arrived a large band of those 
BoldierB -who were called the Koman Immortalfl. These entered without 
ceremony, and placed themsehes on either hand of the wooden barricade 
which fenced the Emperor's seat. Some of them took even a greater liberty; 
for, affecting to be presaed against the boundary, there were JndiTiduale who 
cached tha partition itself, and seemed to meditate climbing over it, and 
ing themselves on the same side with the Eniperar. Some old domestio 
siaves of the household now showed themselves, as if for the purpose of 
preserving this sacred circle for Alexins and his court; and, in proportion 
as the Immortals began to show themselves encroaching and turbulent, tha 
strength of the defenders of the prohibited precincts seemed gradually to 



approach ei 
pWing thi 



There was, though scarcely to le observed, besides the grnnd access to the 
Imperial seat from without, another opening also from the outside, secured 
by a very strong door, by which different persons received admission beneath 
the seats destined for the Imperial party. These persons, by their length 
of limb, breadth of shoulders, by the fur of their cloaks, and especially by 
the redoubted baitle-axos which all of them bore, appeared to be Varangians; 
but, although neither dressed in their usual habit of^pomp, nor in their more 
effectual garb of war, sHU, when narrowly examined, they might be seen to 
possess their usual offensive weapons. These men, entering in separate and 
straggling parties, might be observed to join the slaves of Uie interior of the 
paiace in opposing the intrusion of the Immortals upon the seat of the Em- 
peror, and tho benches around. Two or three Immortals, who hiid actually 
made good their frolic, and climbed over the division, were flung back 
again, very unceremoniously, by the bai-baric strength and sinewy arms of 
the Varangians. 

The people around, and in the adjacent galleries, most of whom had the 
air of citizens in their holyday dresses, commented a good deal on those 
proceedings, and were inclined strongly to make part with the Immortals. 
" It was a shame to the Emperor," they said, " to encourage these British 
barbarians to interpose themselves by violence between his person and the 
Immortal cohorts of the city, who were in some sort his own children," 

Stephanos, the gymnastic, whose bulky strength and stature rendered 
him conspicuous amid this party, said, without hesitation, " If there are two 
people here who will join in saying that the Immortals are unjustly deprived 
of their right of guarding the Emperor's person, here is the hand that shall 
place them beside the Imperial chair." 

" Not so," quoth a centurion of the Immortals, whom we have already 
introduced to our readers by the name of Harpax; "Not so, Stephanos; 
that happy time may arrive, but it is not yet come, my gem of the circus. 
Thou koowest that on this occasion it is one of these Counts, or western 
Eranks, who undertakes the combat; and tho Varangians, who call these 
people their enemies, have some reason to claim a precedency in guarding 
the lists, which it might not at this moment be convenient to dispute with 
them. Why, man, if thou wert half so witty as thou art long, thou wouldst 
be sensible tiiat it were bad woodmanship to raise the hollo upon the game, 
ere it had been driven witliin compass of the neta." 

While the athlete rolled his huge grey eyes as if to conjure out the sense 
of this intimation, his little friend Lysimacbns, the artist^ patting himself 
to pain to stand upon his tiptoe, and look intelligent, said, anprcacbing as 
near as he could to Ilarpas's ear, " Thou mayst trust me, gallant centnrion, 
tliat this man of mould and muscle shall neither start like a babbling huumj 
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on a falso aoent, nor beoomo rauto and inert, wIibh tho general signal is given. 
But tell me," said he, speakiog very low, and for that parpose mounting si 
lienob, which, brought him on a level with the centurion's ear, "would it 
not have been better that a strong guard of the valiant Immortals had been, 
placed in this wooden citadel, to ensure the object of tho day?" 

"Without question," said the centurion, "it was so meant; lut these 
strolling Varangians have altered their Btadon of their own authority." 

" Were it not well," said Lysimaehus, " that you, who are greatly more 
numerous than the barbarians, should begin a fray before more of these 

"Content ye, friend," swd the centurion, coldly, " we know our time. 
An attack commenced too early would be worse than thrown away, nor 
would an opportunity oocar of eaeouting cnr project in the fitting time, if 
an alarm were prematurely given at this moment." 

So saying, he shuffled off among his fellow- soldiers, so as to avoid suspi- 
cious intercourse with such persona as were only concerned with the civic 
portion of the conspirators. 

As the morning advanced, and the sun took a higher station in the hori- 
zon, the rarioua persons whom curiosity, or some more decided motive, 
brought to see the proposed oombat, wore seen streaming from different 
parts of the town, ana rushing to occupy suah accommodation as the circuit 
round the lists afforded them. In their road to the place where preparation, 
for combat was made, they had to ascend a sort of cape, which, in the form 
of a small hill, projected into the Hellespont, and the butt of which, connect- 
ing it with the shore, afforded a considarable ascent, and of course a more 
eommaniiin^ view of the strait between Europe and Asia, than either the 
immediate vicinity of the city, or the still lower ground upon which the lists 
were erected. In passing this height, the earlier Tisitants of the iists made 
little or no halt ; but after a time, when it became obvious that those who 
had hurried forward to the place of combat were lingering there without 
any object or occupation, they that followed them in Hie same routj;, with 
natural curiosity, paid a tributo to the landscape, bestowing some attention 
on its beauty, and paused to see what auguries could be collected from tho 
water, which, were likely to have any concern in indicating tho fate of the 
events that were t« take place. Some straggling seamen were the first who 
remarked that a squadron of the Greek sm^l oraft (being that of Tancrod) 
were in the act of making their way from Asia, and threatening a descent 
upon Constantinople. 

" It is strange," said a person, by rank the captain of a galley, " that 
these small vessels, which were ordered to return to Constantinople as soon 
as they disembarked the Latins, should have remained so long at Scutari, 
and should not bo rowing baok to the imperial city until this time, on the 
second day after their departure from thenoe." 

"I pray to Heaven," said another of the same profession, "that these 
seamen may come alone. It se?ms to me as if tneir ensign-staffs, bow- 
sprits, and topmasts were decorated with the same ensigns, or nearly the 
same, with those which tlie Latins displayed upon them, when, by the 
Emperor's order, they were transport-od towards Palestine ; so metninka 
the voyage baok again resembles that of a fleet Of merchant vessels, who 
have been prevented from discharging tlieir cargo at the place of theiir 
destination." 

" There is little good," said one of the politicians whom we formerly 



noticed, " in dealing with such commodities, whether they are imported o 
exported. Yon ample banner which streams over the foremost galley, ir' 
3 the presence of a chieftain of no small rank among the Cour 



whether it be for valour or fur nobility." 

Tho seafaring loader added, with the vi 
tidings, "They seem to have got to a point in 
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them to run down -witli tho Ude, and eleat tho cope which Vfe stand on, ol- 
though with wliat purpose they aim to land so close beneath the walls of 
the oity, he is a wiser man than I who pretends to determine." 

"Asauredij," returned hia oomritde, "the intention is not a Hnd one. 
The wealth of the city has temptations to a poor people, who only value the 
iron which they possess as affording them the means of procuring the gold 
■which they eoyet." 

"Ay, brother," anawored Bometrins the politician, "but see you not, 
lying at anchor within this bay which is formed by the cape, and at the 
very point where these heretics are likely to bo carried by the tide, six 
strong vessels, having the power of sending forth, not merely showers of 
darts and arrows, but of Grecian fire, as it is called, from their hollow decks! 
If these Frank gentry continue directing their course upon the Imperial 
city, being, na they are. 



we shall speedily see a combat better worth witnessing than that announced 
by tho great trumpet of the Varangians. If you love me, let ua sit down 
hero for a moment, and see how this matter is fo end." 

"An esoollent motion, my ingenious friend," said Irfiscaris, which was 
the name of the other citizen ; " but bethink you, shall we not be in danger 
from the missiles with which the audacious Latins will not fail to return the 
Greek fire, if, according to your conjecture, it shall be poured upon them by 
tho Imperial squadron?" 

" That is not ill argued, my friend," said Demetrius ; " but know that 
you hare to do with a man who has been in such extremities before now; 
and if such a discharge should open from the sea, I would propose to you 
to step back some fifty yards inland, and thus to interpose the very crest of 
the cape between ua and the discharge of missiles ; a mere child might thus 
learn to face them without any alarm." 

"You arc a wise man, neighbour," said Lasoaris, "and possess such a 
mixture of valour and knowledge as becomes a man whom & friend might 
be supposed safely to risk hia life with. There be those, for instance, who 
cannot show you the slightest glimpse of what is going on, without bring- 
ing you within peril of your life ; whereas ^ou, my worthy friend Demetrius, 
between your accurate knowledge of mihtaiy affliirs, and your regard for 
your friend, are sure to show him all that is to be aeon without the least 
risk to a person, who is naturally unwilling to think of exposing himseif to 
injury. But, Holy Virgin ! what is the meaning of that red flag which the 
Qreok Admiral has this instant hoisted?" 

"Why, you see, neighbour," answered Demetriua, "yonder western 
heretio continnss to advance without minding the various signs which our 
Admiral has made to him to desist, and now he hoiats the bloody coloura, 
aa if a man should clench his fist and say, If you persevere in your nneivil 
intention, I will do so and so." 

"By St. Sophia," said Laacaris, "and that is giving him fair warning. 
But what is it the Imperial Admiral is about to do t" 

" Run 1 run ! friend Lascaris," said Demetrius, " or you will see more of 
that than perchance you have any curiosity for." 

Aocordingly, to add the strength of example to precept. Demetriua hiin- 
Bclf girt up his loins, and retreated with the most edifying speed to tho 
opposite side of the ridge, accompanied by the greater part of the crowd, 
wno had tarried there to witness the contest which the newsmonger pro- 
mised, and were determined to take his word for their own safety. The 
sound and sight which had alarmed Demetrius, was the discharge or a larga 
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portion of Greek firo, which perliaps may be best compared to one of those 
immense Congreye rockets of the present daj, whioh takes on its shoulflei's 
a sniali grapnel or anchor, and proceeds groaning through the air, like a 
fiend overburdened bj the mandate of some inexorable magician, and of 
which the operation was bo terrifying, that the crews of the yeBEela attacked 
bj this strange weapon frequently forsook every means of defence, and ran 
themselves ashore. One of the principal inaredienta of this droadful lire 
■was supposed to be naphlha, or the bitumen which is collected on the bsinka 
of the Dead Sea, and whioh, when in a state of igniiiun, could only be ex- 
tinguished hj a very singular mixture, and which it was not likely to eome 
in contact with. It produced a thick smoke and loud esplosion, and was 
capable, says Gibbon, of communicating its flames with equal vehemence 
in descent or lateral progress.* In sieges, it was poured from the ramparts, 
or launched like our bombs, in red-hot balls of stcne or iron, or it was 
darted in flas twisted round arrows and in javelins. It was considered as a 
stale seoret of the greatest importance ; and for wellnigh four centuries it 
was unknown to the Mahomrfans. But at length the composition was 
discovered by the Saracens, and used by them for repelling the crusaders, 
and overpowerin|; the Greeks, upon whose side it had at one time been th'e 
most formidable implement of defence. Some exaggeration we mast allow 
for a barbarous period ; but there seems no doubt that the general descrip- 
tion of the crusader Joinville should be admitted as correct: — "It came 
flying through the air," says that good knight, " like a, winged di'agon, 
aboat the thickness of a hogshead, with the report of thunder and the speed 
of lightning, and the darkness of the night was dispelled by this horrible 
illumination." 

Not only the bold Demetrius and his pupil lAScaris, but all the crowd 
whom they influenced, fled manfully when the commodore of the Greeks' 
fired the first discharge ; and as the other vessels in the squadron followed 
his example, the heavens were filled with the unusual and outrageous noise, 
while the smoke was so thick as to darken the very air. As the fugitives 
passed the crest of the bill, they saw the seaman, whom Ti'e formerly men- 
tioned as a spectator, snugly reclining under covet of a dry ditch, where 
he managed so as to secure himself aa far as possible from any accident. 
He could not, however, omit breaking his jest on the politicians. 

" What, ho I" he cried, " my good friends," without raising himself above 
the counterscarp of his ditch, " will yott not remain upon your station long 
enough to finish that hopeful lecture upon battle by sea and land, whicli 
you had so happy an opportunity of commencing? Believe me, the noise 
is more alarming than hurtful ; the flre is all pointed in a direction opposite 
to yours, and if one of those dragons which you see does happen to fiy 
landward instead of seaward, it is but the mistake of some cabin-boy, who 
has used his linstock with more willingneBs than ability." 

Demetrius and Lascaris just heard enough of the naval hero's harangue, 
to acquaint them with the new danger with which they might be assailed 
by the possible misdirection of the weapons, and, rushing down towards 
the lists at the head of a crowd half-desperate with fear, they hastily pro- 
pagated the appalling news, that the Latins were coming back from Asia 
with the purpose of landing in arms, pillaging, and burning the city. 

The uproar, in the meantime, of this unexpected occurrence, was such as 
altogether to vindicate, in public opinion, tlio reported cause, however ex- 
aggerated. The thunder of the Greek fire came suoeessisely, one hard upott 
the other, and each, in its turn, spread a blot of black smoke upon the face 
of the landscape, which, thickened by so many successive clouds, seemed 
at last, like that raised by a sustained fire of modern artillery to overshadow 
the whole horizon. 
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The Email sqaadron of Taiicred wera completely hiiJ from vUw m the 
surging voIuiaeB of darkness, which the breath of tlio wenpons of the enemy 
had spread around him ; and it seemed by'a red light, ivhioh bepii (o show 
itsalf among the thiokeBt of the yeil of aarkness, that one of the fiotilla at 
least had caught fire. Yet the Latins I'esisted, with an obstinacy worthy of 
their own courage, and the fame of their celehmted leader. Some advan- 
tage they had, on account of their smnll size, and their lowness in the writer, 
as well as the clouded state of the atmosphere, which rendered them difficult 
marks for the fire of the Greeks. 

To increase these advantages, Tancred, as well by hoata as by the kind 
of rude signals made use of at the period, dispersed orders to his fleet, that 
each bark, disregarding the fate of the others, should press forward indivi- 
dually, and that the men from oaflh should be put on shore wheresoever and 
howsoever they could effect that mancouTre. Tancred himself set a nohle 
exampio ; he was on board a stout vessel, fenced in some degree against the 
effect of the Greek fire by being in a great measure covered with raw hides, 
which hides had also been recently steeped in water. This vessel contained 
upwards of a hundred valiant warriors, several of them of knightly order, 
who had all night toiled at the humble labours of the oar, and now in the 
morning applied their chivalrous hands to the arblast and to the bow, which 
were in general accounted the weapons of persons of a lower rank. Thus 
armed, and thus manned. Prince Tancred bestowed upon his bark the full 
velocity which wind, and tide, and oar, could enable her to obtdn, and 
placing her in the ^tuntion to profit by them as much as his maritime skill 
could airect, he drove with the speed of lightning among tlie vessels of 
Lemnos, plying on ather side, bows, crossbows, javelins, and military 
missiles of every kind, with tlie greater advantage that the Gteeks, trusting 
to their artiicial fire, had. omitted arming themselves with other weapons ; 
so that when the valiant Crusader bore down on them with so much fury, 
repaying the terrors of their lire with a storm of bolte and arrows no less 
formidable, they began iia feel that their own advantage was much less thai) 
they had supposed, and that, like most other dangers, the maritime fire of 
the Greeks, when undauntedly confronted, lost at least one-half of its ter- 
rors. The Grecian sailors, too,, when they observed the vessels approach so 
near, filled with the steel-clad Latins, began to shrink from a contest to he 
maintained hand to hand with so terrible an enemy. 

By degrees, smoke began to issue from the sides of the great Grecian 
argosy, and the voice of Tancred announced to his soldiers that the Grecian 
Aomiral's vessel had taken fire, owing to negligence in the management of 
the means of destruction she possessed, ana that all they had now to do 
was to maintain such a distance as to avoid sharing her fate. Sparkles and 
flashes of flame were nest seen leaping from place to place on board of the 
great hulk, as if the element had nad the sense and purpose of spreading 
wider the consternation, and disabling the few who still paid attention bi 
the cammanda of their Admiral, and endeavoured to extinguish the fire. 
The conscioosness of the combustible nature of the freight, began to add 
despair to terror; from the boltsprit, the rigging, the yaws, the sides, and 
every part of the vessel, the UDlortonate crew were seen dropping them- 
selves, to esehange for tlie most part a watery death fur one oy the more 
dreadful agency of fire. The crew of Tancred's bark, ceasing, by that 
generous prince's commands, to offer any additional annoyance to an enemy 
who was at once threatened by the perils of the ocean and of conflagration, 
ran their vessel ashore in a smooth part of the hay, and jumping into the 
shallow sea, made the land without difficulty ; many of their steeds being, 
by the exertions of the owners, and the docility of the animals, brougM 
ashore at the same time with their masters. Their commander lost no time 
in forming their serried ranks into a phalanx of lancers, few indeed at first, 
but perpetually increasing as ship after ship of the little flotilla ran ashore, 
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or, having more deliberately moored their tarks, landed their mon, and 
joined tljeir com pan ions. 

The cloud which had been raised hy the eoiiBiet ■was now driven to lee- 
ward belbre the wind, and the strait esbibited only the relics of the oombat. 
Here tMsed upon tiie billows the suattered and broken remains of one or 
two of the Latin TesseU which had been burnt at the commencement of the 
combat, though their crewe, by the exertions of their comrades, had in 
general been saved. Lower down were seen the remaining five vessels of 
the Lemnus Equa.dran, holding a disorderly and diSeult retreat, with the- 
purpose of gaining the harbour of Oonstantinople. In the place ao liite the 
scene of oumbat, lay moored the hulk of the Greciai) Admiral, burnt to the 
water's edge, and still sending forth a black smoke from its scathed beams 
and planks. The flotilla of Tancred, busied in disoharging its troops, lay 
irregularly scattered along the bay, the men malting ashore as they coalo, 
and taking their course to join the stanclai-d of their leader. Various black 
substances floated on the surface of the water, nearer, or more distant to 
the shore ; some proTod to be the wreck of the vessels which had been 
destroyed, and others, more ominous still, tlie lifdcas bodies of mariners 
who had fallen in the conflict. 

The standard had been borne ashore by the Prince's favourite page, 
Ernest of Apulia, so soon as the keel of lancred's galley had grazed upon 
the sand. It was then pitched on the tap of that elevated cape between 
Constantinople and the Lata, where Laaearis, Demetrius, and other gossips, 
had bold their station at the commencement of the enga^meut, hut from 
which al! had fled, between the mingled dread of the Greek fire and the 
missiles of the Latin crusaders. 



(^Ijiiptn tjic Cijirtitili. 



Sheathed in complete armour, and supporting with his right hand the 
standard of his fathers, Tanoced remained with his handful of warriors like 
so many statues of steel, expecting some sort of attack from the Grecian 
party wnich had occupied the lists, or from the numbers whom the city 
gates began now to poor forth — soldiers some of them, Jind others eitiiens, 
many of whonl were arrayed as if for conflict. These persons, alarmed by 
the various accounts which were given of the combatants, and the progress 
of the fight, rushed towards the standard of Prince Tanered, with the in- 
tention of beatiog it to the earth, and dispersing the guards who owed it 
homage and defence. But if the reader shall have happened to have ridden 
at any time through a pastoral country, with a dog of a noble race following 
him, he must have remarked, in the deference ultimately paid to the high- 
bred animal by the shepherd's cur as he crosses the lonely glen, of which 
the latter conceives himself the lord and guardian, something very similar 
to the demeanour of the incensed Greeks, when they approached near to the 
little band of Franks. At the first symptom of the intrusion of a stranger, 
the dog uf the shepherd starts from his slumbers, and rushes towards the 
noble intruder witli a clamorous declaration of war ; but when the diminu- 
tion of distance between them shows to the aggressor ttie size and strength 
of his opponent, he becomes like a cruiser, who, in a chase, has, to Tiis 
surprise and alarm, found two tier of guns opposed to him instead of one. 
He halts — suspends his ckmorous yelping, and, in fine, ingloriouslv 
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horsebaok and foot, to a number, allowing for a few casualties, net much 
leaa than that which set sail from Scutari. 

Another reason why the Latins remained unasaailed, was certainly the 
indisposition of the two prinnipal armed parties on shore to enter info a, 
caarrel with them. The guards of CTery kind, who were faithful to the 
Emperor, more eapeoially the Tacangians, had their orders to remain firm 
at their posts, some in the lists, and others at various places of rendezvous 
in Constantinople, where their presence was neeessary t<i prevent the effects 
of the sudden insurrection which Alesius knew to be meditated against him 
These, therefore, made no hostile demonstration towards th b d f L t 
hor was it the purpose of the Emperor they shonld do so 

On the other hand, the greater part of the Immortal G d d th 
citiaens who were prepared to play a part in the conspi y 1 d b 
pressed by the agents of the deceased Agelastes with th p th t th 

band of Latins, commanded by Tnnered, the relative f B h m d h d 
been despatched by the latter to their assistance. Th n th f 
stood still, and made no attempt to guide or direct tb p p 1 & t f 
saoh as inclined to attack these unexpected visiters; wl h p p 
therefore, no very great party were united, while the m j ty w will g 
enough to find an apology for remaining quiet. 

In the menntimo, the Emperor, from his palace of Bl q lb d 

what passed upon the straits, and heheid his navy fi m L m t t lly 
foiled in their attempt, by means of the Greek fii-e, to h k th te d d 
passage of Tancred and his men. He had no sooner se th 1 1 h p 

of the squadron begin to beacon the darkness with its w fi th tl 
Emperor formed a secret resolution to disown the unfort t Adm 1 d 
make peace with the Latins, if that should be abaolut ly n ce ^ 1 y 
sending them his head. He had hardly, thorofCre, se th fl m 1 t 
forth, and the rest of the vessels retreat from their m i^s th I 

own mind, Ihe doom of the" unfortunate Phraortes, for 1 tl 

of the Admiral, was signed and sealed. 

Aohilies Tatius, at the same instant, determining to kc p 1 | 

the Emperor at this important crisis, came precipitately t th y 1 
with an appearance of great alarm. 

"My Lord I — my Imperial Lord I I am unhappy to be the messenger of 
such unlucky news ; hut the Latins hare in great numbers eucceeJed in 
crossing the strait from Scutari. The Lemnos squadron endeavoured to 
stop them, as was last night determined upon in the Imperial Council of 
War. By a heavy discharge of the Greek lire, one or two of the crusaders' 
vessels were consumed, but by far the greater number of them pushed on 



.-.obiGooglc 



COUNT ROBERT OF PAItXS. 227 

the!r course, burnt the leading ship of the unfortunate Phvaortes, and it ia 
Etrotiglj reported he has himself perJalied, with almost ali his men. Tha 
rest have out their oahlea, and ahaodoaod the defanoo of the passage of the 
Hellespont." 

"And you, Aehiiles Tatias," said the Emperor, " with what purpose is it 
that you now bring me tliis mBlniiohoiy news, at a period so late, when I 
cannot amend the oonsequenceB !" 

"Under favour, most grneious Emperor," replied the conspirator, not 
without colouring nnd etammeriiiK, '■ such was not my intention — I had 
hoped to Buhrait a plan, by which I might easily haye prepared the way for 
correcting this little errar." 

" Well, your plan, sir 2" said the Emperor, dryly. 

" Wilh your sacred Majesty's leave, said the Acolyte, "I would myself 
have undertaken instantly to lead against this Tancred and his Italians the 
battle-ases of the fiuthful Tarnngian guai'd, who will make no more account 
of the pmall number of Franks who have come ashore, than the farmer 
holds of the hordes of rats and mice, and such like mischievous vermin, 
who have harboured in his granaries." 

"And what mean yon," said the Emperor, "that I am to do, while my 
Anglo-Sasons flght for my sake ?" 
''YoHr Majesty," replied Aehillt 
caustJG manner in which the Empe 

fha head of the Immortal cohorts of Constantinople ( and I ai _ 
that jou may either perfect ,the viotarj over the Latins, or at least redeem 
the most distant obance of a defeat, by advancing at the head of this choice 
body of domestic troops, should tha day appear doubtful." 

"You, yourself, AchiUes Tatius," returned the Emperor, "have repeat- 
edly assured us, tliat these Immortals retain a perverse attachment to our 
rebel Ursel. How is it, then, you would have us intrust our defence to these 
bands, wJien we have engaged our valiant Varangians in the proposed con- 
flict witii the flower of the western army! — Did you think of this risk, Sir 
Follower?" 

Achilles Tatius, much alarmed at an intimation indicative of his purpose 
being known, answered, "That in his haste he bad been niore anxious to 
mend the plan which should expose his own person to the greater 
r, than that perhaps which was most attended with personal safety ta 
icerial Master," 

;o doing," said the Emperor; "you have anticipated 
s not in my power at present to follow the advice you 
luld have been well contented, undoubtedly, had these 
Latins measured their way over the strait again, as suggested by last night's 
council ; but since they have arrived, and stand embatSed on our shores, it 
is bettor that we pay them with money and with spoil, tban with the lives 
of our gallant suhjeota. We cannot, after ali, believe that they come with 
any serious intention of doing us injury ; it is but the insane desire of wit- 
nessing feats of battle and single combat, whioh is to them the breath of 
their nosti'ils, that can have impelled them to this partial countermarch. I 
impose upon jou, Achilles Tatius, combining the Protospathaire in the same 
commission with you, the duty of riding up to yonder standard, and learn- 
ing of their chief, ciJled the Prince Tancred, if he ia Wiare in person, tha 
purpose of his return, and the cause of his entering into debate with Phra- 
ortes and the Lemnos squadron. If they send us any reasonable eseuse, 
we shall not be averse to receive it at their hands ; for we have not made so 
many saorifloes for the preservation of peace, to break forth into war, if, 
after all, so great an evil can bo avoided. Thou wilt receive, therefore, with. 
ft candid and complacent uiind, such apologies as they may incline to bring 
forward ; and, bo assured, that the sight of this puppet-show of a single 
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oombai, will lie enough of itself to banish every other consideration frorf 
the reflection of theso giddy crusaders." 

A knock was at this moment heard at the door of die Emperor's apart- 
ment ; and upon the word being given to enter, the Protospathaire made hia 
appearance. He was arrayed in a splendid suit of ancient Kotnan fashioned 
armour. The want of a visor left his countenance entirely visible ; which, 

Sale and anxious as it was, did not well become the martial crest and 
anoing plume with which it was decorated. He received the commission 
already mentioned with tho leas alacrity, because the Acolyte mas added lb 
him as his colleague ; for, as the reader may have observed, these two officers 
were of separate factions in the army, and on indifferent terms with each 
other. Neither did the Acolyte consider his beinK united in commission'? 
with the Protospathaire, as a mark either of the Emperor's confidence, or 
of hia own safety. He was, however, in the meantime, in the Blacquernal, 
where the slaves of the interior made not the least hesitation, when ordered, 
to execute any officer of the court. The two generals had, therefore, no 
other alternative, than that which is allowed to two grejfhounds who are 
reluctantly coupled together. The hope of Achilles Tatius was, that he 
might get safely through bis mission to Tnncred, after which ho thought the 
Bueoessftil esplosion of tho conspiracy might take place and have its course, 
either as a matter desired and oountcnaueed hy those Latins, or passed over 
as a thing in which they took no interest on either side. 

By the parting order of the Emperor, they were to mount on horseback at 
the sounding of (he great Varangian trumpet, put themselves at the head of 
those Anglo-Saxon guards in the court-yard of their barrack, and await the 
Emperor's further orders. 

There was something in this arrangement which pressed hard on the con- 
ecianoe of Achillea Talios, yet he was at a loss to justify his apprehensions 
to himself, unless from a conscious feeling of his own guilt. Ijfe felt, how- 
ever, that in being detained, under pretence of an honourable mtaaion, at 
tho head of the Yarangians, he was deprived of the liberty of disposing of 
himself, by which he had hoped to communicate with the Csesar and Here- 
ward, whom he reckoned upon as his active accomplices, not knowing that 
the first was at this moment a prisoner in the Blacquorna!, where Alesius 
bad arrested him in the apartments of the Empress, and that the second 
was the most important support of Comnenua during the whole of that 
eventful day. 

When the ^gantic trumpet of the Varangian guards sent forth its deep 
signal through the city, the Protoapathaire hurried Achilles alon^ with him 
to the rendezvous of the Varangians, and on the way said to him, in an easy 
and indifferent tone, " As the Emperor is in the field in paraon, you, his 
representative, or Follower, will of course transmit no orders to the body- 
guard, except such as shall receive their origin fi-om himself, so that you 
will consider jour authority as this day suspended." 

"I regret," said Achilles, "that there should have seamed any cause for 
such pceoautions; I had hoped my own truth and fidelity — but — I am 
obsequious to his imperiiil pleasure in all things." 

" Such are bis orders," said the other officer, " and you know under what 
penalty obedience is enforced." 

" If I did not," said Achilles, " the composition of this bodv of guards 
■would remind ma, since it comprehends not only great part of those Varan- 
gians, who are the immediate defenders of the Emperor's throne, but those 
slaves of the interior, who are the executioners of his pleasure." 

To this the Protospathaire returned no answer, while the more closely 
the Acolyte looked upon the guard which attended, to the unusual number 
of nearly threa thousand men, the more had be reason to believe that he 
might esteem himself fortunate, if, by tho intervention of either the Ctesar, 
Agelnstes, or Hereward, lie could pass to the conspirators a signal to sua- 



.eubyGoOglC 



COUNT aOBIillT 1' PAKIS. 229 

pend the intended explosion, which seemed to be -provided against by the 
Emperor witli unusual caution. He would hare given the full dream of 
empire, with which ha had beea for a short time lulled to sleep, to have 
seen but a glimpse of the azure plume of Nicephorus, the whit« miintle of 
the philosopher, oi even a glimmer of Hereward's battle-nxe. No such 
objects could be seen anywhere, and not a little was the faithless Follower 
displeased to see that whichever way he turned his eyes, those of the Pro- 
tospathaire, hnt especially of the trusty domestic officers of the empire, 
seemed to follow and watch their oooupation. 

Amidst the numerous soldiers whom he saw on all sides, his eje did not 
recognise ft single mab with whom be couid exchange a friendly or eonfi- 
dential glance, and he stood ID all that agony of terror, which is rendered 
the more discomfiting, because tJie traitor is conscious that, beset by various 
foes, his own fears are the most likely of oil to betray him. Internally, as 
the danger seemed to incroase, and as his alarmed imagination attempted 
to discern new reasons for it^ he could only conclude that either one oi^ the 
three principal conspirators, Oi at least some of the inferiors, had turned in- 
formers ;■ and his doubt was, whether he should not screen his own share 
of what had beeij premeditated, by flinging himself at the feet of the 
Emperor, and making a full confession. But still the fear of being pre- 
mature in having recourse t« such base means of saving himself, joined to 
the absence of the Emperor, united to keep within his lips a secret, which 
concerned not only all his future fortunes, but life ilself. He was in the 
meantime, therefore, plunged as it were in a sea of trouble and uneei-tiiinty, 
while the specks of land, which seemed to promise him refuge, were distant^ 
dimly seen, and estremely difficult of a" ' 
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At the moment when Achilles Tatius, with a feeling of much -insecurity, 
awaited the unwinding of the perilous skein of state politics, a private 
council of the Imperial family was held in the hall termed the Temple of 
the Muses, repeatedly distinguished as the apartment in which the Princess 
Anna Comnena was wont to make her evening recitations to those who 
were permitted the honour of hearing prelections of her history. The 
council consisted of the Empress Irene, tho Princess herself, and the 
Emperorj, with the Patriarch of the Greek Church, as a sort of mediator 
between a course of sevarity and a dangerous degree of lenity. 

" Tell not me, Irene," said the Emperor, " of the fine things attached to 
the praise of mercy. Here have I sacrificed my just revenge over my rival 
Ursel, and what good do I obtain by it? Why, the old obstinate man, 
instead of being tractable, and sensible of the generosity which has spared 
hifl life and eyes, can be with difficulty brought to exert himself in favour 
of the Prince to whom he owes them. I used to think that eyesight and 
the breath of life were things which one would preserve at any sacrifice ; 
but, on the contrary, I now believe men value them like mere toys. Talk 
not to me, therefore, of the gratitude to be escited by saving this ungrateful 
; and believe me, girl, turning to Anna, "that not only will all my 
' ita, should I follow yoor advice, laugh at me for sparing a man so 
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your miflguided son-in-law, within the spaoe allotted to him to aue for your 
mercy. JRemember, I pray you, the remorse of CoEstantine." 

" What means your reverence !" said Irene. 

" A trifle," replied the Emperor, " not worthy being quoted from eueh a 
mouth as the Patriarch's, being, aa it probably is, a relic of paganism." 

"What is it?" esolsimed the females ansioasly, in the hope of hearing 
Bometbing which might strengthen their side of the argument, and some- 
thing moved, perhaps, by curiosity, a niotive which seldom slumbers in a, 
female bosom, even when the stronger passions are in arms. 

" The Patriarch will tell you," answered Alexius, " since you must needs 
know; though I promise you, you will not teceive any assistance in your 
argument from a silly legendary tale." 

■' Hear it, however," said the Patriarch ; " for though it is a tale of the 
olden lime, and sometimes supposed to refer to the period when heathenism 
predominated, it is no less true, that it was a vow made and registered in 
the chancery of the rightful Deity, by an Emperor of Greece." 

" What I am now to relate to you," continued he, " is, in truth, a tale not 
only of a Christian Emperor, but of him who made the whole empire 
Christian ; and of that very Oonstantine, who was also the first who declai-ed 
Constantinople to be the metropolis of the empire. This hero, remarkable 
alike for his zeal for religion and for hia warlike achievements, was crowned 
by Heaven with repeated victory, and vrith all manner of blessings, save 
that unity in his family which wise men aro most ambitious to possess. 
Not only was the blessing of concord among brethren denied to the family 
of this triumphant Emperor, but a deserving son of mature age, who had 
been supposed to aspire t» Bhara the throne with hia father, was suddenly, 
and at midnight, called upon to enter his defence against a capital charge 
of treason, Xou will readily excuse my referring to the arte by which the 
son was rendered guilty in the eyes of the father. Be it enough to say, 
that the unfortunate young man fell a victim to the guilt of his stop-mother, 
Fausta, and that he disdained to eseulpate himself from a charge so gross 
and so erroneous. It is said, that the anger of the Emperor was kept up 
against hia son by the sycophants who called upon Oonstantine to observe 
that the culprit disdained even to supplicate for mercy, or vindicate his 
innocence from so foul a charge. 

" But the death-blow had no sooner Btmok the innocent youth, than his 
father obtained proof of the rashness with which he had acted. He had at 
this period been engaged in constructing the subterranean parts of the 
Blacquernnl palace, which his remorse appointed to contain a record of 
his paternal grief and contrition. At the upper part of the staircase, called 
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teritj, feeing reigning Emperors, would stand bes da the st t a of C i 
at the time wheu any individual of their family should be led to exeou 
and befoce tjiey suffered him to pass from the Hall of Judgment to the 
Chamber of Death, that they should themselves be personally oonvinoed of 
the truth of the charge ander which hfi suffered. 

"Time rolled on — the memory of Conetantine was remembered almost 
like that of a saint, and the respect paid to it threw into shadow the anec- 
dote of his son's death. The esigoncies of the state rendered it dlf&oult to 
keep 80 large a sum in specie invested in a statue, which cidled to mind the 
unpleasant failings of bo great a man. Your Itoperial Ilighness's prede- 
cessors applied the metal which formed the statue to support the Turkish 
wars ; and the remorse and penance of Constnntiue died away in an obscure 
tradition of the Church or of the palace. Still, ho-wovor, unless your Impe- 
rial Majesty has strong reasons to the oontrary, I shall give it as my opinion, 
that you will hardly achieve what is due to the memory of the greatest of 
your predeoessors, unless you give this unfortunate criminal, being so near 
a relation of your own, an opportunity of pleading his cause before pass- 
ing by the altar of refuge ; being the name which js commonly given to the 
monument of the unfortunate Crispus, son of Constantino, although now 
deprived both of the golden letters which composed the inscription, and the 
golden image which represented the royal suflerer." 

A mournful strain of music was now heard to ascend the stiur so often 
mentioned. 

" If I must hear the Ciesar Nioephorus Briennius, ere be pass the altar 
of refuge, there must be no loss of time," said the Emperor ; " for4hese 
melancholy sounds announce that he has already approached the Hall of 

Both the Imperial ladies began instantly, with the utmost earnestness, to 
deprecate the esocution of the CscEar'a doom, and to conjure Alexius, as he 
hoped for quiet in his household, and the everlasting gratitude of his wife 
and daughter, that he would listen to their entreaties in behalf of an unfor- 
tunate man, who had been seduced into guilt, but not from his heart. 

" I will at least see him," siud the Emperor, " and the holy vow of Con- 
stantine shall be in the present instance strictly observed. But remember, 
yon foolish women, that the state of Crispus and the prfisent Cseaar, is as 
different as guilt from innocence, and that their fates, therefore, may be 
justly deoidM upon opposite principles, and with opposite results. But I 
will confront this criminal ; and you. Patriarch, may be present to render 
what help is in your power to a dying man ; for you, the wife and mother 
of the traitor, you wifi, methinks, do well to retire to the church, and pray 
'Sod for the soul of the deceased, rather than disturb his last moments with 
unavailing lamentations." 

" Alexius," sdd the Empress Irene, " I beseech you to be contented ; be 
aseui-ed that we will not leave yon in this dogged humour of blood-shedding, 
lest you mate such materials for history as are fitter for the time of Nero 
than of Conatantine." 

Tiie Emperor, without reply, led the way into the Hall of Judgment, 
where a much stronger light thou usual was already shining up the stair of 
Acheron, from which were heard to sound, by aulioa and intermitted fits, 
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the penitential psalms whioh the Greek Church has appointecl to bo aung at 
executiona. Twenty mute Hlnvea, the pale colour of whose turbana gave a 
ghastly loot to tlie withered oast of their featarea, and the glaring white- 
ness of their eyebalip, aaeended two by two, as it were from the bowels of 
the earth, each of them bearing in one hand a naked sabre, and in the other 
a lighted torch. After these came the unfortunate Nioephorna ; hia loobs 
were those of a man half-dead from the terror of immediate dissolution, and 
what he possessed of remaining attention, was tamed saeoessively to two 
black-stoled monks, who were anxiously repeating religious passages to him 
alternately from the Glreek scripture, and the form of devotion adopted b^ 
the court of Constantinople. The OiiMar'a dress also ootresponded to bis 
mournful ibttonos : His legs and arms we« bare, and a simple white tunio, 
the neck of which was already open, showed that ho had assumed the gar- 
ments which were to serve his last turn. A tall mnsonlar Nubian slave, 
who considered himself obvioualy as the principal peraon in the procession, 
bore on liis shoulder a large heavy headsman's axe, and, like a demon wait- 
ing on a sorcerer, stalked step for step after his victim. The rear of the 
procession was closed by a band of four priests, each of whom chanted from 
time to time the devotional psalm which was thundered forth on the occa- 
sion ; and another of slaves, armed with bows and quivers, and witii lances, 
to resist any attempt at rescue, if such ahould be offered. 

It would have required a harder heart than that of the unlucky princess 
to have resisted this gloomy apparatus of fear and sorrow, surrounding, at 
the same time directed against, a beloved object, the lover of her ynuth, and 
the husband of her bosom, within a feW miautea of the termination of his 
mortal career. 

As the mournful train approached towards the altjtr of refuge, half-en- 
circled as it now was by the two great and eipandod arms which projected 
from the wall, the Emperor, who stood directly in the passage, threw upon 
the flame of the altar some chipa of aromatic wood, steeped in spirit of 
wine, which, leaping at once into a blaie, illuminated the doleful procession, 
the figure of the principal culprit, and the slaves, who had most of them 
estinguished their flambeaux so soon as they had served the purpose of light- 
ing them up the staircase. 

The sudden light spread from the altar failed not to make the Emperor 
and the Princess visible to the mournful group which approached through 
the hal!. All halted — all were silent. It was a meeting, as the Princess 
has expressed herself in her historical work, such as took place betwixt 
Ulysses and the inhabitants of the other world, who, when they tastod of 
" '"J of his sacrifices, recognised him indeed, but with empty lamen- 



tations, and gestures feeble and shadowy. The hymn of contrition sunk also 
into silence; and, of the whole group, the only figure rendered more distinct, 
was the gigantic executioner, whose high and furrowed forehead, as well 
as the broad steel of his axe, caught and reflected back the bright gleam 
from the altar. Alexius saw the necessity of breaking the silence which 
ensued, lest it should give the intercessors for the prisoner an opportunity 
of renewing their ontreades. 

" Nicephorus Briennius," he said, with a voice whioh, although generally 
interrupted by a slight hesitation, which procured him, among his enemies, 
the nickname of the Stutterer, yet, upon important occasions like the 
present, was so judiciously tuned and balanced in its sentences, that no such 
defect was at all visible — "Nicephorus Brienniua," he said, "Jate Oiesar, 
the lawful doom hath been spoken, that, having conspired against the life 
of thy rightful sovereign and affectionate father, Alesius Comnenus, thou 
shall suffer the appropriate sentence, by having thy head struck from thy 
body. Here, therefore, at the last altar of refuge, I meet thee, aecording to 
the vow of the immortal Constantine, for the purpose of demanding whethuv 
thou hast any thing to allege why this doom should na be exeoutea! Even 
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at tbiB eleventh hour, thy tongue is unloosed to Bpeak with freedom ivhali 
may eonoerii thy life. All is prepared in this world and in the nest. Loot 
forward beyond yon archway — the block is fixed. Look behind thee, thou 
Beest tbe ase already sharpened — thy place for good or evil in the next 
world is already determined — time fliea— eternity approaches. If thou hast 
aught to say, speak it freely — if nought, confesa the justice of thy sentence, 
and pass on to death." 

The Emperor commenced this oration, with those looks described by his 
daughter as so piercing, that tbey dialed like lightning, and his periods, if 
not preciaely flowing like burning lava, were yet the accents of a man having 
the power of absolute command, and as such produced an effeot not only on 
the criminal, but also upon the Prince himfielf, whose watery eyes and fal- 
tering voice acknowledged his souse and feeling of the fatal import of the 
present moment. 

Rousing himself to the conclusion of what he had commenced, the Em- 
peror again demanded whether the prisoner had any thing to say in his own 
defence. 

Nicepborus was not one of those hardened criminals who may be termed 
the very prodigies of history, from the coolness with which they contem- 
plated Uie cunsummadon of their crimes, whether in their own punishment, 
or the misfortunes of others, "I have been tempted," he said, dropjjing on 
his knees, " and I have fallen. I have nothing to allege in excuse of my 
folly and ingratitude ; but I stand prepared to die to espiate my guilt." A 
deep sigh, almost amoanting to a scream, waa here heard, close Behind the 
Emperor, and its cause assigned by the sudden exclamation of Irene, — " My 
lord I my lord I your daughter is gone !" And in fact Anna Comuena had 
sunk into her mother's arms without either sense or motion. The father's 
attentJon was instantly called to support his swooning child, wliile tbe un- 
happy husband strove with tbe guards to bo permitted to go to the assistance 
of his wife. "Give me but five minutes of that time which the law has 
abridged— rlet my efforts but assist in recalling her fo a life which should he 
as long ns her virtues and her talents deserve ; and then let me die at her 
feet, for I care not to go an inch beyond." 

The Emperor, who in fact had been more astonished at the boldness and 
rashness of Nioephorus, than alarmed by hie power, considered him as a man 
rather misled than misleading others, and felt, therefore, the full effect of 
this last interview. He was, besides, not natuvally cruet, where severities 
were to be enforced under his own eye. 

"The divine and immortal Constantine," he said, "did not, I am per- 
suaded, subject his descendants to this severe trial, in order further to search 
out tbe innocence of the oiiminals, but rather to give to those who came 
after him an opportunity of generously forgiving a crime which could not, 
without pardon — the express pardon of the Prinoe — escape unpunished. I 
rejoice that I am born of the willow rather than of the oak, and I acknow- 
ledge my weakness, that not even the safety of my own life, or resentment 
of this unhappy man's treasonable machinations, have the same effect witli 
me as the tears of my wife, and the swooning of my daughter. Rise up, 
Nicepborus Briennius, freely pardoned, and restored even to the rank of 
Offisar. We will direct thy pardon to be made out by the great Logothete, 
and sealed with the golden bull. For four-and-twenty hours thou art a 

Sisoner, until an arrangement is made for preserving the public peaoe. 
eanwhile, thou wilt remain under the charge of the Patriarch, who will ha 
answerable for thy forthcoming. — Daughter and wife, you must now go 
hence to your owB apartment ; a future time will come, during which you 
may have enga'gh of weeping and embracing, mourning and rejoicing. Pray 
Hoavcn that I, who, having been trained on till I have sacrificed justice and 
true po'.icy to uxorious compasBion and paternal tenderness of heart, may 
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not hnve cause at last for grieving in good earnest for all tho eyents of this 
iniscelliineous drama." 

The pai'doned Cteaar, who endeavoured to regulate his ideas according to 
this unexpected change, found it as difficult to reconcile himself to the reality 
of hia siluation asUrsol to thofacBof nature, after haiing been long deprived 
of enjoying it; so much do the dizziness and confusion of ideas, occasioned 
ty moral and physical causes of surprise and terror, resemble each other in 
Iheir effects on the understanding. 

At length he stammered forth a request that he might be jiermitted to go 
to the field with the Emperor, and divert, by the interposition of his own 
body, the traitfli-ous blows vrhich some desperate man might aim against 
tiiJit of his Prince, in a day which was too likely to be one of danger and 
bloodshed. 

" Hold there 1" said Alesius Comnenns ; — " we will not begin thy newly- 
redeemed life by renewed doubts of thine allegiance ; yet it is but fitting to 
remind thee, that thou art still the nominal and ostensible head of those who 
expect to take a part in this day's insurrection, and it will be the safest 
course to trust its pacification to others than to thee. Oo, sir, oomparo notes 
with the Patriarch, and merit your pardon by eonfesaing to him any trtutor- 
ouB intentions concerning this foul conspiracy with which we may be as jet 
nnaccjuainted. — Daughter and wife, farewell ! I must now depart for the 
lists, where I have to speak with the traitor Achilles Tatius and the heathen- 
ish infidel Agelastes, it he etJll lives, but of whose provid t' 1 d th I ii 
a eonfinaed rumour," 

"Yetdonotgo, my deareatfather !" said the Princess ; h 1 1 tm tl 
go to encourage the loyal subjects in your behalf. Th t m k d 
which you have estended towards my guilty husband, cd lu m f th 
extent of your affection towards your imw<Hthy daughter a d th g t 
of the sacrifice which you have made to her almost childi h ff t on f an 
ungrateful man who put your life in danger," 

" That is to say, daughter," said the Emperor, smiling tl t th p d n 
of your husband is a boon which has lost its merit wl t g d 

Take toj adTiee, Anna, and think otherwise ; wives a d th hi d 
ought in prudence to forget their ofi'ences towards each th as aa 

human nature will permit them. Life is too short, ad J ^ ' t 
quillity too uncertain, to admit of dwelling long up n 1 tat g 

subjects. To your apartments. Princesses, ana prepare th 1 t b b n 

and the embroidery which is displayed on the cuffs d II f th 
Cajsar's robe, indicative of his high rank. lie must n t I □ h t 

them on the morrow. — Reverend father, I remind you once more that the 
Offisar is in your personal custody from this moment until to-morrow at the 

They parted; the Emperor repairing to pat himself at the head of hia 
Yarangian guards— rthe Cresar, under the superintendence of the Patriarch, 
withdrawing into the interior of the Blacquernal Pakce, where Nieepborua 
Briennius was under the necessity of " unthreading the rude sye of rebel- 
lion," and throwing such lights as were in his power upon the progress of 
the conspiracy. 

"AgelasteB," he said, "Achilles Tatius, and Ilerewai'd the Varangian, 
were the persona principally entrusted in its progress. But whether they 
had been all true to their engagements, he did not pretend to be assured." 

In the fomaJe apartments, there was a violent discussion betwixt Anna 
Comnena and her mother. The Princess had undergone during he d y 
many changes of sentiment and feeling ; and though they had Snally un ed 
themsolvea into one strung intorest in her husband's favour, yet n s n 
was the fear of his punishment removed, than the sense of his in f 1 

behaviour began to revive. She became sensible also that a woo n f her 
extraordinary atlainmcntE, who had been by a univorsiil course f fla y 
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disposed to entertain a verj liigh opinion of liei" own consequence, mude 
rather a poor figui-e when sfie liad been the passive aubjeot of a long aeries 
of intrigues, bj wbioh she was destined to be disposed of in one way or tha 
other, aoeovding to the humoui" of o, set of subordinate conspirators, who 
never so much as dreamed of regarding her aa a being capable of forming 
a wish, in her own behalf, or even yielding or refusing a consent. Her 
father's authoritj over her, and right to disposeof her, was less questionable; 
bat even then it was something derogatory to the dignity of a Princess born 
in the purple — an authoress besides, and giyer of immortality — to be, without 
her own consent, thrown, as it were, at the head now of one suitor, now of 
another, however mean or disgustiag, whose alliance could for the time 
benefit the Emperor. The consequence of these moody reflections, was that 
Anna Oomnena deeply toiled in spirit for the discovery of some mesms by 
which she might assert her sullied dignity, nnd various were the cspedients 
which she revolved. 



(eji-fijitn tjjE '^jiirtii-lErnnt 



The gigantic trumpet of the Varangians sounded its loudest note of 
mareh, and the squadrons of the faithful guards, sheathed in complete mail, 
and enclosing in their centre the person of their Imperial master, set forth 
upon their procession through the streets of Constantinople. The form of 
Alesius, glittering in hia splendid armour, seemed no unmeet central point 
for the force of an empire ; and while the citizens crowded in the train of 
him and his escort, there might be seen a visible difference between those 
who came with the premeditated intention of tumult, and the greater part, 
who like the multitude of everj great city, thruat each other and shout fur 
rapture on account of any cause for which a crowd may be oolleoted 
together The hope of the conspirators was lodged chiefly in the Immortal 
Guaide who were levied principally for the defence of Constantinople, par- 
took of the general prejudices of the citizens, and had been pardoularly 
influenced by those in favour of Ursel, by whom, previous to his imprison- 
ment they had themselves been commanded. The conspirators had deter- 
mine! that those of this body who were considered as most discontented, 
should eiily in the morning take poaaession of the posts in the lists most 
fivourable for their purpose of assaulting the Emperor's peraon. But, in 
spite of all efforts short of actual violence, for whico the time did not seem 
to be come, they found themselves disappointed in this purpose, by parties 
of the Varangian guards, planted with apparent carelessness, but in fact, 
with perffeet skill, for the prevention of their enterprise. Somewhat con- 
founded at perceiving that a design, which they could not suppose to be 
Buapeoted, was, nevertheless, on every part controlled nnd counter-checked, 
the conspirators began to look for the principal persons of their own party, 
on whom they depended for orders in ibis emergency ; but neither the 
Csesar nor Agelastes was to be seen, whether in the lists or on the military 
march from Constantinople : and though Achilles Tatiua rode in the latter 
assembly, jcf it might be clearly observed that he was rather attending 
upon the Protospathivire, than iissumlng th^t independence as an officer 
which ho loved to affect. 
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In this manner, aa the Emperor with hia glittering ban^a approaolied IJie 
pbalans of Tanered and hia followers, who were drawn op, it will be remem- 
bered, upon a rising cape between the city and the lists, the main body of 
the Imperial procession deflected in some degree from the straight road, in 
order to marcn past them without inl«rruplJon ; while the Protospathaire 
and the Acolyte paased under the escort of a hand of Varangians, to bear 
the Emperor's inquiries to Prince Tancred, concerning the purpose of his 
being tliere with nis band. The short march was soon performed — the 
large trumpet which attended the two officers sounded a parley, and Tan- 
ored himself, remarkable for that personal beauty which Tasso has preferred 
to any of the crusaders, except Binaldo d'Esto, the creatures of his own 
poetical imt^ioation, advanced to parley with them. 

" The Emperor of Greece," said the Protospathaire to Tancred, " roqnirea 
the Prince of Otraato tfl show, by the two high offioers who shall deliver 
him this message, with what purpose he has returned, contrary io hia oath, 
to the right side of theae straits ; assuring Prince Tancred at tha same 
time, that nothing will so much please the Emperor, as to receive an answer 
not at variance with liia treaty with the Duke of Bouillon, and the oath 
which was taken by the crusading nobles and their soldiers ; since that 
would enable the Emperor, in conformity to his own wishes, by his kind 
reception of Prince Tancred and his troop, to show how high ia his estima- 
tion of the dignity of the one, and the bravery of both — We wait aa 

The tone of the massive had nothing in it very alarming, and its substance 
coat Prince Tancred very little trouble to answer. " The cause," he Biud, 
" of the Prince of Otranto appearing hare with fifty lances, is this cartel, 
in which, a combat is appointed betwixt Nicephorus Briennius, called the 
Caesar, a high member of this empire, and a worthy knight of great fame, 
the partner of the Pilgrims who have taken the Cross, In their high tow to 
rescue Palestine from the infideJg. The name of the said Knight ia the 
redoubted Robert of Paris. It becomes, therefore, an obligation, indispen- 
sable upon the Holy Pilgrims of the Crnsade, to send one chief of lieir 
number, with a body of men-at-arma, sufficient to see, as is usual, fair play 
between the combatants. That such is their intention, may he seen from 
their sending no more than fifty lances, with their furniture and following ; 
whereas it would have cost them no trouble to have detached ten times the 
number, had they nourished any purpose of interfering by force, or dis- 
turbing tha fair combat which is about to take place. The Pi'ince of Otranto, 
therefore, and his followers, will place themselres at the disposal of the 
Imperial Court, and witness the proceedings of the combat, with the most 
perfect confidence that the rules of fiur battle will be punctually observed." 

The two Grecian officers transmitted this reply to the Emperor, who heard 
it with pleasure, and immediately proceeding fa act upon the principle 
which he had laid down, of maintaining peace, if possible, with the cru- 
saders, named Prince Tancred with the Protospathaire as Field Marshals 
of the lists, fully empowered, under tha Emperor, to decide all the terms 
of the combat, and to have recourse to Alexius himself where their opinions 
disagreed. This was made known to the assistants, who were thus pre- 
pared for the entry into the lists of the Grecian officer and the Italian 
Prince in full armour, while a proclamation announced to all the spectators 
their solemn office. The same annunciation commanded the assistants of 
every kind to clear a convenient part of the seats which surrounded tha 
lists on one side, that it might serve for the accommodation of Prince Tan- 
ored's followers. 

Achilles Tatius, who was a heedful observer of all these passages, saw 
with alarm, that by the last collocation the armed Latins were interposed 
between the Immortal Guards and the discontented citizens, which made It 
most probable that the conspiracy was discovered, and that Alexius found 
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he had a good right to reckon upon the assistance of Tanored and his forces 
in the task of euppresaing it. Thia, added to the cold and caustic maimer 
in which the Emperor c<inini«iiicated hie commands to him, made the 
Acolyte of opinion, that his best chance of escape from the danger in which 
he was now placed, was, that the whole conspiriWy should fall to the ground, 
and that the day should pass "without the least attempt to shake the throne 
of Alexius Comnenus. Even then it continued highly douhtful, whether a 
despot, so wiiy and so suspicious as the EmperoF, would think it sufBoient 
to rest satisfied with the private knowledge of the undertaking, and its 
failure, with' which ho appeared t*^ be possessed, without putting into exer- 
cise the bow-strings and the blinding-irons of the mates of the interior. 
There was, however, little poasihility either of flight or of resistance. The 
least attempt to withdraw himBclf irom the neighbourhood of those faithful 
foUowei-a of the Emperor, personal foes of his own, by whom he was 
gradually and move oloaely surrounded, became each moment more perilous, 
and more certain to provoke a rupture, which it was the interest of the 
weaker party fo delay, with whatever dif&culty. Aad while the soldiers 
under Achilles'a immediate authority seemed still to treat him as their 
superior officer, and appeal to him for the word of command, it became 
more and more evident that the slightest degree of suspicion which should 
be excited, would be the instant signal for nis being placed under arrest. 
With a trembling heart, therefore, and eyes dimmed by the powerful idea 
of soon parting with tlie light of day, and alt that it made visible, the 
Acolyte saw himself condemned to watch the turn of circumstances over 
which he could have no influence, and to content hiuiself with waiting the 
result of a drama, in which hia own life was concerned, although the piece 
was played by others. Indeed, it seemed as if throueh the whole assembly 
some signal was waited for, which no one was in readiness to giVe. 

The discontented citizens and soldiers looked in vain for Agelastes and 
the CiBsar, and when they observed the condition of Achilles Tntius, it 
seemed such as rather to express doubt and consternation, than to give en- 
couragement to the hopes they had entertained. Many of the lower claseea, 
howeyer, felt too secure in their own insignificance to fear the personal con- 
sequences of & tumult, and were desirous, therefore, to provoke the disturb- 
ance, whioh seemed hushing itself to sleep. 

A hoarse murmur, which attained almost the importance of a shout, 
exclaimed, — "Justice, justice! — Ursel, Ursell — The rights of the Iinmorfat 
Guards I" &e. At this the trumpet of the Varan^ana awoke, and its tre- 
mendous tones were heard to psal loudly over the whole assembly, as the 
voice of its presiding deity. A dead silence prevailed in the multilodB, and 
tho voice of a herala announced, in the najne of Alesius Comnenus, his 
sovereign will and pleasure. 

" CitLnens of (he Eoman Empire, your complaints, stirred up by factious 
men, have reached the ear of your Emperor; yon shall yourselves he wit- 
ness to his power of gratifying his people. At your request, and before 
your own sight, the visual ray whioh bath been quenched shall be re-illn- 
mined — the mind whoso efforts wcro restricted to the imperfect supply of 
individual wants shall be again extended, if such is the owner's will, to the 
charge of an ample Theme or division of the empire. Political jealousy. 



e hard to receive conviction than the blind to receive sight, shall y 

itself conquered, by the Emperor's paternal love of his people, and nia 
desire to give them satisfaction. Ursel, the darling of your wishes, sup- 
posed to be long dead, or at least believed to exist in blinded seclusion, is 
restored to you well in health, clear in eyesight, and possessed of every 
faculty necessary to adorn the Emperor's favour, or merit the affection of 
the people." 

As the herald thus spoke, a figure, which had hitherto stood shrouded 
behind some of&oers of the interior, now stepped forth, and flinging from 
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him a dusky vail, in which ho was wrapt, appeiirad in a daisling scarlet 
garment, of which the alBevea and busking displayed those oroiuiients which 
espressud a rank nearly adjacent to that of the Emperor himself. He held 
in his hand a silver truncheon, the badge of delegated command over the 
Immortal Guards, and kneeling before the Emperor, presented it to his 
hands, intimating a virtual resignation of the command which it implied. 
The whole aBsemblj were electrified at the appearance of a person long 
supposed either dead, or by cruel means rendered incapable of public trust. 
Some recognised the man, whose appearance and features were not easily 
forgot, and gratulated him upon his most unexpected return to the service 
of his country. Others stood suspended in amaaement, Dot knowing whether 
to trust their eyes, while a few determined malecontents eagerly pressed 
upon the assembly an nJlegation that the person presented as Ursel was only 
a counterfeit, and the whole a triok of the Emperor, 

" Spealc to tiiera, noble Drsel," said the Emperor. " Tell them, that if I 
have sinned against thee, it has been because I was deceived, arid that my 
disposition to make thee amends is as ample as ever was my purpose of 
doing thee wrong." 

"Friends and countrymen," said Ursel, turning himself to the assem- 
bly, " his Imperial Majesty permits me to offer my assurance, that if in any 
former part of my life I hare suffered at his hand, it is more than wiped 
out by the feelings of a mouieot so glorious as this ; and that I am well 
satisSed, from the present instant, to spend what remains of my life in tlie 
service of the most generous and beneficent of sovereigns, or, with his per- 
mission, to bestow it in preparing, by devotional exercises, for an infinite 
immortality to be spent in the society of saints and angels. Whichever 
choice I shall make, I reckon that you, my beloved countrymen, who have 
remembered me so kindly during years of darkness and captivity, will not 
fail to afford me the advantage of your prayers." 

This sudden apparition of the long-lost Ursel had too much of that which 
elevates and surprises not to captivate the multitude, and they sealed their 
reconciliation witii three tremendous shouts, which are said to have shaken 
the air, that birds, incapable of sustaining themselves, sunk down exhausted 
out of their native element. 



iCiiaptEr tljE '(lljii:tii-'' 



The sounds of the gratulating shout had expanded over the distant shores 
of the Bosphorus by mountain and forest, and died at length in the farthest 
echoes, when the people, in the silence which ensued, appeared to ask each 
other what next scene was about to adorn a pause so solemn and a stage so 
august. The pause would probably have soon given place to some new 
clamour, for a multitude, iVom whatever cause assembled, seldom remains 
long silent, had not a new signal from the Yarangian trumpet given notice 
of a fresh purpose to solicit their attention. The blast had something in its 
tone spirit-stirring and yet melancholy, partaking both of the character of 
a point of war, and of the doleful sounds which might be chosen to announce 
an esecutioR of peculiar solemnity. Its notes were high and widely extended, 
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and prolonget! and long dwelt upon, na if the brazen clamour bad been 
waked bj Bometbing more toremendoua than the lungs of mere mortals. 

The multitude ap^ienred to acknowledge these awful sounds, wliich were 
indeed such aa habitually solicited their attention to Imperial edicts, of 
Dielanoholy import, by whioh rebellions were announced, dooms of treason 
discharged, and other tidings of a great and affecting import intimated to 
the people of OonBtaotinople. When the trumpet had in its turn ceased, 
with its thrilling and doleful notes, to ^tate the immense assembly, the 
voice of the herald again addressed them. 

It announced in a grave and affecting strain, that it sometimes clianeed 
how the people failea in their duty to a sovereign, who was unto them as 
a father, and how it became the painful duty of the prince to use the rod of 
correction rather than the olive sceptre of mercy. 

"Fortunate," continued the herald, "it is, when the supreme Deity having 
taken on himself the preserr.'ition of a throne, in beneficence and justice 
resembling his own, has also assumed the roost painful task of his earthly 
delegate, by punishing those whom his unerring judgment acknowledges 
as most guilty, and lea ' g to h' b ft t tl m bl tisk f 

pardoning sucti of those tlasmld dt hyhh Id 

" Such being the case G d f p y g Th lid 

upon to listen and le th t II ly A I te wh h d 

insinuated himself into th f f ti Bmp I y ff f d p 

knowledge and severe v t had f m d t ach pi f th m d 

of the Emperor Alexin C d I tt tl t t Ih 

person, who, under pretended nisdom, hid the doctrines of a heretic and 
the vices of a sensualist, had found proselytes to his doctrines even among 
the Emperor's household, and those persons who were most bound to him, 
and down to the lower order, to esoite the last of whom were dispersed a 
multitude of forged rumours, similar to those concerning Ursel's death and 
blindness, of which your own eyes have witnessed the falsehood." 

The people, who had hitherto listened in silence, upon this appeal broke 
forth in a clamorous assent. They had scarcely been again silent, ere the 
irou-voioed herald continued his proclamation. 

" Not Korah, Dathan, and Abiram," he said, " had more justly, or mora 
directly fallen under the doom of an offended Deity, than this villain, Age- 
Ustes. The steadfast earth gapad to devour the apostate sons of Israel, but 
the termination of this wretohed mail's esistence ha» been, aa far aa can 
now be known, by the direct means of an evil spirit, whom his own arts bad 
evoked into the upper air. By the spirit, as would appear by the testimony 
of a noble lady, and other females, who witnessed the termination of his 
life, Agelastes was strangled, a fate well-becoming his odious crimes. Such 
a death, even of a guilty man, mnst, indeed, be most painful to the humane 
fealiugs of the Emperor, because it involves suffering beyond this world. 
But the awful catastrophe carries with it this comfort, that it absolves the 
Emperor from the necessity of carrying any farther a vengeance which 
Heaven itself seems to have limited to the exemplary punishment of the 
principal conspirator. Some changes of olhces and situations shall be made, 
for the sake of safety and good order ; but the seorefc who had or who bad 
sot, been concerned in this awful crime, shall sleep in the bosoms of the 
persons themselves implicated, since the Emperor is determined to dismiss 
their offence from his memory, as the effect of a transient delusion. Let all, 
therefore, who now hear me, whatever consciousness they may possess of a 
knowledge of what was this day intended, return to their houses, assured 
that their own thoughts will be their only punishment. Let them rejoice 
that Almighty goodness has saved them from the meditations of their own 
hearts, and, according to the affecting language of Scripture, — 'Let tliem 
■ ■ ' ■ ■■ befall 



), lest a worse tiling befall them.' " 
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se of tha herald tlien ceased, and wilb again anaw d hj tb 



of tlie audiei 

conTinoe the niaJecontent party that they stood at the S g m y 

and the edict that they heard having shown hia acqu t tt th tb 

guilt, it laj at his pleasare to let loose upon them th t th i th 
Varan^ans, while, from the terras on wbion it bad pleas d h t 
Tancred, it was probable that the Apuleian forces were a! 1 1 d p 1 

The voices, therefore, of the balky Stejihanos, of Ilaip th t 

and other rebels, both of the camp and eitj, were thefi t th 1 f th 
their gratitude for the clemency of the Emperor, and tl ti k t 
Heaven for his preservation. 

The audience, reconciled to the thoughte of the disoov d d f ltd 
conspiracy, began meantime, acoording to their custom, t t th 1 
to the coosideratJon of the matter wbich had more av w dly 11 1 tb n> 
together, and private whispers, swelling by degrees into m bega t 
express the disBatisfaction of the citiiens at oeing th 1 g hi d 

without receiving any communioation respecting the an 'I P P f 

their meeting. 

Alesiua was not slow to porcelTe (he tendency of their thoughts ; and, 
on a signal from his hund, tne trumpets blew a point of war, in soundB far 
more lively than thoae which had prefaced the Imperial edict. "Eobert, 
Count of Paris," then said a herald, " art thou here in thy place, or by 
knightly proxy, lo answer the challenge brought against thee by his Impe- 
rial Highness Nioephorus Briannius, Cceaar of this empire?" 

The Emperor conceived himself to have equally provided against the 
actuat appearance at this-call of either of the parties named, and had pre- 
pared an exhibition of another hind, namely, certain cages, tenanted by 
wild animals, which being now loosened should do their pleasure with each 
Other in the eyes of the assembly. His astonishment and confusion, there- 
fore, wore great, when, as the last note of the proolamation died in the echo. 
Count Eobert of Paris stood forth, armed cap-a-pie, bis mailed charger led 
beliind him from within the curtained enclosure, at one end of the lists, as 
if ready to mount at the signal of the marshal. 

The alarm and the shame that were visible in every countenance near the 
Imperial presence when no Csesar came forth in like fashion to confront tha 
formidable Frank, were not of long duration. Hardly had the style and 
title of the Count of Paris been duly announced by the heralds, and their 
second summons of his antagonist uttered in due form, when a person, 
drossed like one of the Varangian Guards, sprung into the lists, and an- 
nounced himself as ready to do battle in the name and place of the Csesar 
Nioephorus Briennius, and for the honour of the empire. 

Alexius, with the utmost jov, beheld this unexpected aesistanca, and 
readily gave his consent to the bold soldier who stood thus foiirard in the 
hour of utmost need, to take upon himself the dangerous office of champion. 
He the more readily acquiesced, as, from the size and appearance of the 
soldier, and the gallant bearing he displayed, he had no doubt of his indi- 
vidual person, and fully confided in his valour. But Prince Tancred inter- 
posed his opposilJOD. 

" The lists," be said, " were only open to knights and nobles ; or, at any 
rate, men were not permitted to meet therein who were not of some equality 
of birth and blood ; nor coald he remain a silent witness where the laws of 
chivalry are in such respects forgotten." 

"Let Count Eobert of Paris," said the Varangian, "look upon my counte- 
nance, and say whether he has not, by promise, removed all objection to 
our contest whicb might be founded upon an inequality of condition, and 
let him be judge himself, whether, by meeting me in this field, he will 
do more than comply with a compact which ho has long since beebme 
bound by." 
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Count Robert upon this appeal, advanced and acknowledged, witliout 
further debate, that, notwithstanding their difference of rank, he held him- 
BBlf houad by his Bolemn word to give thia raliant soldier a meeting in the 
field That he regretted, on account of thia gallant man's eminent virtuea, 
and the high services be bad received at his banda, that they should now 
atanJ upon terms of such bloody arbitration; but since nothing was more 
common, than tbat the fate of war called on friends to meet each other in 
moiti! oombat, he would not shrink from the engagement he had plodged 
himself to, nor did he think hia-qualilj in the slightest degree infringed or 
dtmmtshed, by meeting in battle a warrior BO well known and of such good 
account as Hereward, the brave Varangian. He added, that "he willingly 
admitted that the oombat should take place on foot, and with the battle-axe, 
■which was the ordinary weapon of the Varangian guard." 

Hereward had stood still, almost like a statue, while this discourse passed ; 
but when the Count of Paris had made this speech, he inclined himself to- 
wards him with a grateful obeisance, and expressed himself honoured and 
gratified by the manlif manner in which Jhe Coont acquitted himself, accord- 
ing to his promise, with complete honour and fidelity. 

" What we are to do," aaid Count Robert, with a sigh of regret, which 
even his love of battle oould not prevent, "let us do quickly; the heart may 
be affected, but the hand must do its duty." 

Hereward assented, with the additional remark, " Let us then lose no 
more time, which is lUready flying iast." And, grasping his ase, he stood 
prepared for combat. 

" I also am ready," said Count Robort of Paris, taking the same weapon 
from a Varangian soldier, who stood by the liata. Both wore immediately 
upon the alert, nor did further forms or circumstances put off tha intended 

The first blows woro given and parried with great caution, and Pnnoe 
Tanored and others thought that on the part of Count Robert [he caution 
was much greater than usual ; but, in oombat as in food, the appotito in- 
creases with the exercise. The fiercer passions began, as usual, to awaken 
with the clash of arms and the sense of deadly blows, some of which were 
made with great fury on either side, and parried with considerable difficulty, 
and not so completely but that blood flowed on both their parts. The Oreeks 
looked with astonishment on a single combat, such as they had seldom wit- 
nessed, and held thwr breath as theybeheld the furious blows dealt by either 
warrior, and expected with each stroke the annihilation of one or other of 
the combatants. As yet their strength and agility seemed somewhat equally 
matched, although those who judged with more pretension to knowledge, 
were of opinion, that Count Robert spared putting forth some part of tlie 
military skill for which he was celebrated ; and the remark was generally 
made and allowed that he had surrendered a great advantage by not insist- 
ing upon bis right to fight upon horseback. On the other hand, it was the 
general opinion that the gallant Varangian omitted to take advantage of 
one or two opportunitJes aSbrded him by the heat of Count Robert's temper, 
who obvioudy was incensed at the duration of the combat 

Accident at length seemed about to decide what had been hitherto an 
equal contest. Count Robert, making a feint on one side of his antagonist, 
struck him on the other, which was uncovered, with the edge of his weapon, 
BO that the Varangian reeled, and seemed in the act of falling to the earth. 
The usual sound made by spectators at the sight of any punful or unpleor 
sant oirourastauBe, by drawing the breath between the teeth, was suddenly 
heard to pass through the assembly, while a female voice loud and eagerly 
jxclairaed, — " Count Robert of Paris I — forget not this day that thou owest 
I life to Heaven and me." The Count was in the act of again seconding bis 
dIow, with what effect could hardly bo judged, when this cry reached his 
iara. nnd apparently took away his disposition for farther combat. 
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"I acknowledge the debt," he said, sinkiog his battle-aso, and retreating 
two st^pa from his antagonist, who stood in astonishment, scarcely recoFered 
from the stunning effect of the blow hy which ha was so nearly prostrated. 
He sank the blade of hia battle-aie in imitation of his antaeoaist, and 
seemed to wait in suspense what was to be the nest process of the combat. 
"I acknowledge mj debt," eaid the Taliant Count of Paris, " alike to Bertha 
of Britain and to the Almighty, who has preserved me from the crime of un- 
Itrateful blood-guiltinf^s. — You have seen tie flght, gentlemen," turning to 
Tanored and his chivalry, "and can testify, on your honour, that it has been 
maintained fairly on both sides, and without ndvantaee on either. I pre- 
sume ray honourable antagonist has by this time satisfled the desire which 
brought me under his challenge, and which certainly had no tast« in it of 
personal or private quarrel. On my part, I retain towards him such a sensa 
of personal obligation as vfould render my continuing this combat, unless 
compelled to it by self-defence, a shaneful and sinful action." 

Alexins gladly embraced the terras of truce, which he was far from es- 
pecting, and threw down his warder, in signal that the duel was ended. 
Taoored, though somewhat surarised, and perhaps even scandalized, that a 
private soldier of the Emperor b guard ehould have so long resisted the 
utmost efforts of so approved a knight, could not but own that the combat 
had been fought with perfect fairness and equality, and decided upon terms 
dishonourable to neither party. The Count's character being well known 
and established amongst the crusaders, they were compelled to believe that 
Bome motive of a most potent nature formed the principle npou which, very 
contrary to his general practice, he had proposed a cessation of the oombat 
before it was brought to a deadly, or at least to a decisive conclusion. The 
edict of the Dmperor upon the occasion, therefore, passed into a law, acknow- 
ledged by the assent of the chiefs present, and especially aiSrmed and gratu.- 
lated by the shouts of the assembled spectators. 

But perhaps the most interesting Sgure in the assembly was that of the 
bold Varangian, arrived so suddenly at a promotion of military renown, 
which the exti'eme difficulty he had experienced in keeping his ground 
against Count Robert had prevented him from anticipating, although his 
modesty had not diminished the indomitable coura^ with which he main- 
tained iiie contest. He stood in the middle of the lists, his face ruddy with 
the exertion of (be combat, and not less so from the modest consciousness 
proper to the plainness and simplicity of his character, which was discon- 
certed by finding himself the central point of the gaze of the multitude. 

," Speak to me, my soldier," said Alesius, sti'ongly affected by the grati- 
tude which he felt was due to Hereward upon so singalar an occasion, 
" speak to thine Emperor as his superior, for such thou art at this moment^ 
and tell him if there is any manner, even at the expense of half his king- 
dom, to atone for his own life saved, and, what is yet deai-er, for the honour 
of his country, which thou hast so manfully defended and preserved ?" 

"My Lord," answered Hereward, "your Imperial Highness values my 
poor services over highly, and ought to attril)ute thera to the noble Count 
of Paris, first, for his condescending to accept of an antagonist so mean in. 
quality as myself; and next, in generously relinquishing victory when he 
might have achieved it by an additional blow ; lor I here confess before 
your Majesty, my brethren, and the assembled Grecians, that my power of 
protracting the combat was ended, when, the gallant Count, by his gene- 
rosity, put a stop to it." 

" Do not thyself that wrong, brave man," said Count Roljert; "for I vow 
to our Lady of the Broken Lances, that the combat was yet within the, 
undetermined doom of Providence, when the pressure of my own feelings 
rondered ms incapable of continuing it, to the necessary harca, perhaps tc 
the mortal damage, of an antagonist to whom I owe so much kindness 
Choose, therefore, the recompense which tho generosity of thy Emperoi 
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offers in a manner so just and grateful, and fear not lest mortal voice pco- 
iioimces that reward unmerited whioh Robert of Paris shall asoueh with 
his sword to have been gallantly won upon hia own crest." 

" You are too great, my lord, and too noble," answered the Anglo-Saxon, 
" to ba gainsaid hy sueh as I am, and I must not awaken new etrife be- 
tween us by cont«Etiag the circumstances under whioh our combat so 
Buddenlycloeed, nor -would it be wise orprudent in me further to contradict 
yon. My noble Emperor generously offers me the right of naming -what 
he calls my reeompense ; but let not his generosity he dispraised, although 
it is from you, my lord, and not from his Imperial Highness, that I am t« 
ask a boon, to me the dearest to whioh my voice can give utterance." 

"And that," said the County "has reference to Bertha, the faithful 
attendant of my wife?" 

" Even so," said Hereward ; " it is my proposal to requeBt my disobarga 
from the Variiiigian guard, and permission to share m your lordship's 
pious and honourable vow for the recovery of Palestine, with liberty to 
fight under your honoured banner, and permission from time to time to re- 
commend my love-suit t« Bertha, the attendant of the Countess of Paris, 
aod the hope that it may find favour in the eyes of her noble lord and lady. 
I may thus finally hope to be restored to a country, which I have never 
ceased to love over the rest of the world." 

" Thy service, noble soldier," said the Count, " shall be as acceptable to 
mo as that of a born earl; nor is there an opportunity of acquiring honour 
which I can shape for thee, to which, as it oocura, I will not gladjy prefer 
thee. I will not boast of what interest I have with the King of England, 
but something I can do with him, and it shall be strained to the uttermost 
to settle thee in thine own beloved native country." 

The Emperor then spoke. "Bear witness, heaven and earth, and you 
my faithful subjects, and you my gallant allies ; above all, you my bold 
and true Varangian Guard, that we would rather have lost the brightest 
jewel from our Imperial crown, than have relinquished the service of this 
ti'ue and faithful An^lo-Saxon. But since go he must and will, it shall ho 
my study to distinguish him bj such marks of beneficence as may make it 
known through his future life, that he is the person to whom the Emperor 
Alexius Comneous acknowledged a debt larger than his empire could dis- 
charge. You, my Lord Tancred, and your principal leaders, will sup with 

" - -' ' e your honourable nnd religious pur- 

tho combatants will also obbge us by 
^ , , „ ignal for dismission," 

The trumpets sounded accordingly, and the different classes of speotalors, 
armed and unarmed, broke up into various parties, or farmed into their 
military ranks, for the purpose of their return to the city. 

The screams of women suddenly and strangely raised, was the first thing 
that arrested the departure of the multitude, wiien those who glanced their 
eyes back, saw Sylvan, the great ourang-ouj-acg, produce himself in the 
lists, to their surprise and astonishment. The women, and many of tho 
men who were present, unaccustomed to the ghastly look and savage ap- 
pearance of a creature so extraordinary, raised a yell of terror so loud, 
that it discomposed the animal who was the occasion of its being raised. 
Sylvan, in the course of the night, having escaped over the garden-wall of 
Agelastes, and clambered over the rampart of the city, found no difficulty 
in hiding himself in the lists which were in the act of being raised, having 
found a lurking-place in some dark corner under the seats of the spectators, 
from this he was probalily dislodged by the tumult of the dispersing multi- 
tude, and had been compelled, therefore, to make an appearance in public 
when he least desired it, not unlike that of the celebrated Puliccinello, at 
the conclusion of his own drama, when ho enters in mortal strife with the 
foul fiend himself, a scene which scarcely excites more terror among the 
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juvenile audience, than did tlia unespeoted apparition of Sjlvan among 
the speotatora of the duel. Bows wore beat, and javelins pninted by the 
braver part of the soldiery, againat an animal of an appearance so am- 
biguous, ftnd whom hie uncommon eizs and grizzly look caused most who 
beheld liiui to suppoBe either the devil himself, or the apparition of eome 
fiendish deity of ancient days, vfboni the heathens worshipped. Sylvan 
had so far improved such opportunities as had been afforded him, aa to be- 
come snffioiently aware that the attitudes assumed by so many niilifarj 
men, inferred immeiJiate danger to his person, from which he haatenad to 
shelter himself by flying to the protection of Hereward, with whom he 
had been in eome degree familiarized. He seized him, aooordioglj, by the 
cloak, and, by the absurd and alarmed look of his fantastic features, and a 
certain wild and eibbering chatter, endeavoured to express his fear and lo 
ftsk protection. Hereward anderstood the tefrified creature, and turning to 
the Emperor's throne, said aloud, — "Poor frightened being, turn thy 
petition, and gestures, and tones, to a quarter whioh, having to-day pardoned 
so many offences which were wilfully and malieiously schemed, will not be, 
I am sure, obdurate to such as thou, in thy half-reasoning capacity, may 
have been capable of committing." 

The creature, as is tlio nature of its tribe, caught from Hereward him- 
self the mode of applying with most effect his gestures and pitiable sup- 
plication, while the Emperor, notwithstanding the serious scene which had 
just past, could not help laughing at the touch of comedy ffung into it by 
this last incident. 

"My trusty Hereward," ~ he said aside, ("I will not again call him 
Edward if I can help it)— thou art the refuge of the distressed, whether it 
be man or beast, and nothing that sues through thy interoesaion, while 
thou remainest in our service, shall find its supplication in vmn. Do thou, 
good Hereward," for the name was now pretty well established in his Im- 
perial memory, " and such of thy companions as know the habits of the 
creature, lead him back to his old quarters in the Blocquernal; and that 
done, my friend, observe that we request thy company, and that of thy 
faithful mate Bertha, to partake supper at our court, with our wife and 
daughter, and such of our servants and allies as we shall request to share 
the same honour. Be aaeured, that while thou remainest with us, there is 
no point of dignity which shall not be wilJicgly paid to thee. — And do thou 
approach, Achilles Tatius, as much favoured by thine Emperor as before 
this day dawned. What charges are against thee have been oiilv whispered 
in a friendly ear, which remembers them not, unless (whioh Heaven fore- 
fend 1) their rememhranoo is renewed by fresh offences." 

Aohilles Tatius bowed tili the plume of his helmet mingled with the 
mane of his fiery horse, bat held it wisest to forbear any answer in words, 
leaving his crime and fals pardon to stand upon those general terms in 
which the Emperor had expressed them. 

Once more the multitude of all ranks returned on their way to the city, 
nor did any second int^rupdon arrest their march. Sylvan, accompanied 
by one or two Varangians, who led him in a sort of captivity, took his way 
to the vaults of the Blacquemal, which were in fact his proper habitition 

Upon the road to the city, Harpax, the notorious corporal of the In n ortal 
Guards, held a discourse with one or two of his own soldiers, and of the 
citizens who had been members of the late conspinicy. 

"Ho," said Stephanos, the prize-fighter, "a fine affair we have mide of 
if^ to suffer ourselves to be all anticipated and betrayed by a th ek sculled 
Tarangian ; every chance turning against ua as they would against Corjdon 
liie shoemaker, jf ho were to defy me to the eircua. Urael, wl ose death 
made so much work, turns out not to be dead after al! ; and what is worse 
he lives not to our advantage. This fellow Hereward, who was 70 tor lay 
no better than myself— "What do I say? — better! — he was a j, eit deal 
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worse — an inaignMoant nobody in every respect! — is now crammed with 
honours, praiaes, and gifts, till he wellnigh returns what they have given 
him, and the Cwsur and tha Acolyte, our assooiates, have lost the Emperor's 
love and con^dence, and if they are suffered to survive, it must ha like tha 
tame domestio poultry, whom ive pamper with food, one day, that upon the 
nest their necks may be twisted for spjt or spot." 

" Stephanos," replied the centurion, " thy form of body fits thee well for 
the PftUeatra, but thy mind is not so acutel;;? formed as to detect that which 
)8 real from that wnich is only probable, in the political world, of which 
thou art now judging. Considering the risk incurred by Sending a man's 
ear to a conspiracy, thou oughtest to reckon it a saving in every particular, 
where he escapes with his life and character safe. This has been the ease' 
with Achilles Tatius, and with the Csesar, They have remained also in 
their high places of trust and power, and may be confident that the Emperor 
will hai'dly dare to remove them at a future period, since the po39essi(m of 
the full knowledge of their ^uilt has not emboldened him to do so. Their 
power, thus left with them, is in fact ours ; nor is thei'e a circumstance to 
be supposed, which can induce them to beti'ay their confederates to the 
government. It is much more likely that they will remember them with 
the probability of renewing, at a finer time, the alliance which binds them 
together. Cheer up thy noble resolution, therefore, my Prince of the Circus, 
and think tjiat thou shalt still retain that predominant in&uence which tho 
favourites 6f the amphitJieatre are sure to possess over the citizens of Con- 
Btantlnople." 

" I cannot kill," answered Stephanos ; " but it gnaws at my heart like the 
■worm that dieth not, to see this beggarly foreigner betray the noblest blood 
in the land, not to mention the best atnlete in the Patostra, and move off 
not only without punishment for his treachery, but with praise, honour, and 
preferment" 

" True," said Harpax ; " but observe, my friend, that he does move off to 
purpose. Qe leaves the land, quits the corps in which he might claim pre- 
ferment and a few vain honours, being valued at what such trifles amount 
to. Hereward, in the course of one or two days, shall be little better than 
a disbanded soldier, subsisting by the poor bread which be can obtain as a 
follower of this beggarly Count, or which he is rather bound to dispute with the 
infidel, by encountering with his battle-axe the Turkish sabres. What will 
it avail hjm amidst the disasters, tho slaughter, and the famine of Palestine, 
that he once upon a time was admitted to supper with the Emperor? We 
know Alexins ComnenuB — he is willing to discharge, at the highest cost, 
such obligations aa are incurred to men like this Hereward ; and, believe 
me, I think that I see the wi!y despot shrug his shoulders in derision, when 
one morning he is saluted with the news of a battle in Palestine lost by the 
crusaders in which his old acquaintance has fallen a dead man. I will not 
insult thee, by telling thee how easy it might be to acquire the favour of a 
gentlewoman in waiting, upon a lady of quality ; nor do I think it would 
be difficult, should that be the object of the prize-fighter, to acquire the 
property of a large baboon like Sylvan, which no doubt would set up aa ft 
juggler any Frank who had meanness of spirit to propose to gain hia bread 
in such a capacity, from the alms of the starving chivalry of Europe. But 
he who can stoop to envy the lot of such a person, ought not to be one whose 
chief personal aistinctions are sufficient to place him first in rank over all 
the favourites of the amphitheatre." 

There was something in this sophistical kind of reasoning, which was bill 
half satisfactory to the obtuse intellect of the prize-fighter, to whom it was 
addressed, although the only answer which he attempted was couched iu 
this observation ; — 

" Ay, but, noble centurion, you forget that, besides empty honours, this 



.eubyCoO^^IC 



Mo WAVEELEY NOVELS. 

Yftrangian Hereward, or Ed-word, whiclievei' is his 
mightj donative of gold." 

" &Irirrj, jou toaeh me there," said the ceDtiirion ; " and when jou tell 
me that the promise ia fulfilled, I will -willingly agree that tlie Anglo-Saxon 
hath gained sometJiing to be envied for; but while it remaing in the shape 
of a naked promise, jou shall pardon me, my -worthy Stephanos, if 1 hold 
it of no more aeeouut than the mere pledges whioh are distributed among 
ourselves ns well aa to the Varangians, promising upon future occasions 
mints of money, -which we are likely to reeeiye at the same time with the 
laat year's snow. Keep up your heart, therefore, noble Stephanos, and 
believe not that your affairs are -worse for the misearriage of this day ; and 
let not thy gallant courage sink, but remembering those principles upon 
which it was called into action, believe that thy objects are not the less secure 
because fate has removed their acquisition to a more distant day." The 
veteran and unbending conspirator, Harpax, thus strengthened for some 
future renewal of their enterprise the failing spirits of Stephanos. 

Afier this, such leaders as were inoluded in the invitation given by the 
Emperor, repaired ifl the evening meal, and, from the general content and 
complweance expressed by Alesius and his guests of eveij description, it 
could little have been supposed that the day just passed over was one whioh 
had inferred a purpose so dangerous and treacherous. 

The absence of the Countess Brenhilda, during this eventful day, created 
mall surprise to the Emperor and those in his immediate confidence. 



who knew her enterprisi 



ing spirit, and the interest she must have felt in the 



of the combat. Bertlia had made on early communication to the 



Count, that his lady, agi 



tated with the many anxieties of the few preceding 



days, was unable to leave her apartment. The valiant knight, therefore, 
lost no time in acquainting his fwthful Countess of his safety i and after- 
wards joining those who partook of the banquet at the palace, he bore him- 
self OS if the least recollection did not remain on his mind of the perfidious 
conduct of the Emperor at the conclusion of the last entertainment. He 
knew, in truth, that the knights of Prince Tanored not only maintained a 
strict watch round the house where Brenhilda remained, but also that they 
nreaorved a severe ward in the neighbourhood of the Blaoquernal, as well 
for the safety of their heroic leader, as for that of Count Robert, the respected 
companion of their militai^ pilgrimage. 

It was the general principle of the European chivalry, that distrust waa 
rarely permitted to survive open quarrels, and that whatever was forgiven, 
was dismissed from their recollection, as unlikely to recur ; but on the pre- 
sent occasion there -was a more than usual assemblage of troops, whieh the 
occurrences of the day had drawn together, so that the crusaders were 
called upon to be particularly watchful. 

It may be believed that the evening passed over without any attempt to 
renew the ceremonial in the council chamber of the Lions, which bad rieen 
upon a former occasion terminated in such misunderstanding. Indeed it 
would have been lucky if the explanation between the mighty Emperor of 
Greece and the chivalrous Knight of Paris had taken place earlier; for re- 
flection on what had passed, had convinced the Emperor that the Franks 
were not a people to be imposed upon by pieces of clockwork, and similar 
trifles, and that what they did not understand, was sure, instead of pro- 
curing their awe or admiraUon, to eicite their anger and defiance. Nor 
had it altogether escaped Count Robert, that the manners of the Eastel-n 
people were upon a different scale from those to which he had been accus- 
tomed ; that they neither were so deeply affected by the spirit of chivalry, 
nor, in his own language, was the worship of the Lady of the Broken Lances 
so congenial a subject of adoration. This notwithstanding. Count Robert 
observed, that Alexius Comnenns was a wise and ^olitio prince ; his wisdom 
— ■-- -3 too much allied to canning, but yet aiding him to maintain with 
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gre&t address that empire ovor the miDds of his anbjects, which vaa neces- 
sary for their good, and for maintaining his own authori^. Ho therefore 
leeolTod to receiTe -with oquanimity whataver should be offered by the Em- 
peror, either in civility or in the way of jest, and not again to disturb an 
nndecstanding which mi^ht be of advantage to Christendom, by a quarrel 
founded upon misconception of terms or misapprehension of manneis. To 
this prudent reaolntion the Count of Paris adhered durins the whole 
eTening ; with some difficulty, hovfever, ainoe it was somewhat moonsistent 
with his own fiery and inquisitive temper, which was equally dcairoua to 
know the precise amount of whatever was addressed to him, and to take 
umbrage ,at it, should it appear in the least degree offensive, whether so 
intended or not. 



CliKphr tjiE f liirtn-Znttttli. 

It was not until after the conquest of Jerusalem that Count Robert of 
Paris returned to Constantinople, and with his wife, and such proportion 
of his followers as the sword and pestilence had left after that bloody war- 
fare, resumed his course to his native kingdom. Upon reaching Italy, the 
first oare of the noble Count, and Countess was to celebrato in princely style 
the marriage of Hereward and his faithful Bertha, who had added to their 
other claims upon their master and mistress, those acquired by Ilereward's 
faithful services in Palestine, and no less by Bertha's affectionate ministry 
to her lady in Consbtntinople, 

As to tfie fate of Alexius Comnenus, it may be read at large in the his- 
tory of his daughter Anna, who has represented him as the hero of many 
a victory, achieved, says the purple-born, in the thii'd chapter and fifteenth, 
hooli of her history, sometimes by his arms and sometimes by his prudence. 

" His boldness alone has gained some battles, at other times his success 
has been won by stratagem. He has erected the most illustrious of his 
trophies by confronting danger, by combating like a simple soldier, and 
throwing himself bareheaded into the thickest of the foe. But there are 
others," continues th^ accomplished lady, " which he gained wa opportunity 
of erecting by asauming the appearance of terror, and even of retreat. 
In a word, he knew alike how to triumph either in flight or in pursuit^ and 
remained upright even before those enemies who appeared to have stmok 
him down ; resembling the military implement termed the culthrop, which 
remains always upright in whatever direction it is thrown on the ground." 

It would be unjust to deprive the Princess of the defence she heiself 
makes against the obvious charge of partiality. 

" I must still once more repe! the reproach which some bring against me, 
as if my history was compsed merely according ta the dictates of the 
natural love for parents which is engraved in the hearts of children. In 
truth, it is not the effect of that affection which I bear to mine, but it is. the 
evidence of matter of fact, which obliges me to speak as I have done. Is 
it not pOMible that one can have at the same time an affection for the me- 
mory of a father and for truth? For myself, I have never directed my 
attempt to write hiatorj, otherwise than for the ascertainment of the matter 
of fact. With this purpose, I have taken for my sulgeot the history of a 
worljiy man. Is it just, that, by the single accident of his being the author 
of my birth, his quality of my father ought to form a prejudice against me, 
which would ruin my credit with my readers! I have given, upon other 
i, proofs Hufiicientiy strong of the ardour which I had for the do 
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fence of my father's interests, whieh those that know me cnn never doubt 
but. on the present, I have been limited by the ioviolable fidelity -with which 
I respect the truth, TPhich 1 should have felt conscience to have ve'iled, 
under pretence of serTing the renown of my fatlier." — Alexiad, chap. iii. 

This much we hare deemed it our duty to quote, in Justice to the fair 
historian ; we will extract also her description of the Emparor's death, and 
are not unvfilling to allow, that the character assigned to the Princess by 
our own Gibbon, has in it a great deal of fairness and of truth. 

Notwithstanding her repeated protests of sacriioing rather to the osact 
and abaolntfl truth than to the memory of her deceased parent^ *3ibbon re- 
marks truly, that " instead of the simplicity of style and narrative which 
wins a belief, an elaborate affectation of rhetoric and science betrays in 
every page the -vanity of a female author. The genuine character of Alexius 
is lost in a vague constellation of virtues; and the perpetual strain of pane- 
gyric and apology awakens our jealousy to question the veracity of the his- 
torian, and the merit of the hero. We cannot, however, refuse her judicious 
and important remark, that the disorders of the times were the misfortune 
and the glory of Alexins; and that every calamity which can afflict a de- 
clining empire waa accumulated on his reign by tho justice of Heaven and 
the vices «E his predecessors ." — Gibbon's Boinan Empire, vol. ii. p. 83, 
foot-note. 

The Princess accordingly feels the utmost assurance, that a number of 
signs which appeared in heaven and on earth, were interpreted by the sooth- 
sayers of the day as foreboding the death of the Emperor. Bv tnesa means, 
Anna Comnena assigned t^) her father those indications of consequence, 
which ancient historians represent as necessary intimations of the sympathy 
of nature, with the removal of great characters from the world ; but she 
fails not to inform the Christian reader that her fatlier's belief attached to 
none of those nrognosties, and that even on the following remarkable occa- 
sion he maintained his incredulity: — A splendid statue, supposed generally 
to be a relic of paganism, holding in its hand a golden sceptre, and stand- 
ing upon a base of porphyry, was overturned by a tempest, and was gene- 
rally believed to be an intimation of the death of the Emperor. This, how- 
ever, he generously repelled. Phidias, he said, and other great acuiptois 
of antiquity, had the talent of imitating the human frame with surpnsing 
accuracy; b\it to suppose that the power of foretelling future events was 
reposed in these master-pieces of art^ would be to ascribe to their makers 
the faculties reserved by the Peity for himself, when he says, " It is I who 
kill and make alive." During his latter days, the Emperor was greatly 
afflicted with the gout^ the nature of which has oiercised the wit of many 
persons of science as well as of Anna Comnena. The poor patient was so 
much exhausted, that when the Empress was talking of most eloquent per- 
sons who should assist in the composition of his history, he said, witli a 
natural contempt of such vanities, "The nassagea of my unhappy life call 
rather for tears and lamentation than for tne praises you speak of." 

A species of asthma having come to the assistance of the gont, the reme- 
dies of the physicians became as vain as the intercession of the monks and 
clergy, as well aa the alms which were indiscriminately lavished. Two or 
three deep successive swoons gave ominous warning of the approaching 
blow; and at length was terminated the reign and life of Alexius Cora- 
nenus, a prince who, with all the faults which may be imputed to him, still 
possesses a real right, from the purity of his general intentions, to be ac- 
counted one of the oest sovereigns of the Lower Empire. 

For some time, the historian forgot her pride of literary rank, and, like 
an ordinary person, burst into tears and shrieks, tore her hair, and defaced 
her countenance, while the Empress Irene cast from her her princely habits, 
cut off her hair, changed her purple bustins for black mourning shoes, anij 
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her daughter Mary, who had herself been a widow, took n black robe from 
one of hec own wardrobes, and presented it to her mother. " E^en in the 
moment when she put it on," sajs Anna Comnena, "the Emperor gave up 
the ghost, and in that moment the sun of my life set." 

We shall not pursuB her lamentalions farther. She upbraids herself that, 
after the death of her futher, that light of the world, ehe had also aurviyed 
Ii'ena, the delight alike of the east and of the west, and survived her hns- 
hand also. "I am indignant," she srud, " that my aoul, suffering under 
such torrents of misfortune, should still deign to animate my body. Have 
J not," said she, "been more hard and unfeeling than the rooks themselves ; 
and is it not just that one, who could survive such a father and mother, and 
such a husband, should be subjected to the influence of so much calamity? 
But let me finEah this history, rather than any longer fatigue my readers 
with my unavailing and tragioal lamentation." 

Having thus concluded her history, she adds the following two lines: — 



T words will 
:e to dispose of the other parties who have been selected from her pages, 
as persons in the foregoing drama. 

There is very little doubt that the Count Robert of Paris, whose audacity 
in seating himself upon the throne of the Emperor gives a peculiar interest 
to his character, was in fact a person of the highest rank ; being no other. 



u conjectured by the learned Du Gauge, than an ancestor of the 
f Bourbon, which has so long given Kings to France. He was a 
ar, it lias been conceived, of the Counts of Paris, by whom the city 
was valiantly defended against the Normans, and an anoestur of Hugh 
Capet. There are several hypotheses upon this subject, deriving the well- 
known Hugh Capet, first, from the family of Saxony ; secondly, from St. 
Arnoni, afterwards Bishop of Altes; third, from Nibilong; fourth, from 
the Duke of Bavaria ; and fifth, from a natural son of the Emperor Char- 
lemagne. Varionaly placed, but in each of these contested pedigrees, ap- 
pears this Eobett suvnamed the Strong, who was Count of that district, of 
wliioh Paris was the oapitai, most peculiarly styled the County, or Isle of 
France. Anna Comnena, who has recorded tfie bold usurpation of the 
Emperor's seat by this haughty chieftain, has also acquainted us with his 
receiving a severe, if not a mortal wound, at the battle of Dorylwum, owing 
to his neglecting the warlike instructions with which her father bad favourea 
him on the subject of the Turkish wars. The antiquary who is disposed to 
investigate this suMect, may consult the late Lord Ashburnham's elaborate 
Genealogy of the Royal House of France ; also a note of Dn Gauge's on 
the Princess's history, p. 362, arguing for the identity of her "Robert of 
Paris, a haughty barbarian," with the " Robert called the Strong," men- 
tioned as an anceefor of Hugh Capet. Gibbon, vol. xi. p. 52, may also be 
consulted. The French antiquary and the English historian seem alike dis- 

Cied to find the church, called in the tale that of the Lady of the Broken 
noes, in that dedicated to St-. Drusas, or Drosin of Soissons, who was 
supposed to have poouliar influence on the issue of combats, and to be in 
the habit lOf determining them ia favour of such champions as spent the 
night preoediug at his sSrihe. 

In consideration of the ses of one of the parties concerned, the author 
has selected our Lady of the Broken Lances as a more appropriate patroness 
than St. Drusas himself, for the Amazons, who were nod uncommon in that 
age. Gaita, for example, the wife of Robert Gaisoard, a redoubted hero, 
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and the parent of a most heroic race of eons, iras herself an Amazon, 
fought in the foremost ranks of the Normans, and ia repeatedlj commerao- 
rafed by our Imperia! hiatorinn, Anna Comnena. 

The reader can easily conceive to himself that Bohert of Paris distin- 
guished himself among his hcethcen-at-arms and fellow-crusa<Jecs. Ilia 
fame resounded from the wallfl of Antiooh ; hut at the battle of Dorylseum, 
be was BO desperately wounded, as to be disabled from taking a part in the 
grandest scene of the expedition. His heroic Countess, however, enjoyed 
the great satisfaction of mounting the walls of Jerusalem, and in so far 
dieohat^ng her own vows and those of her husband. This was the more 
fortunate, as the sentence of the phjaioians pronounced that the wounds of 
the Count had been inflicted by a poisoned weapon, and that ooin^Iete reco- 
very was only to be hoped for by having recourse to his native air. After 
some time spent in the vain hope of averting by patience this unpleasant 
alternative, Coont Robert sabjeoted himself to necessity, or what was repre- 
sented as such, and, with his wife and the faithful Hei-eward, and all others 
of his followers who had been like himself disabled from combat, took the 
way to Europe by sea, 

A light galley, procured at a high rate, conducted them safely to Venice, 
and from that then glorious city, the moderate portion of spoil which had 
fallen to the Count's share among the conquerors of Palestine, served to con- 
vey them to his own dominions, which, more fortunate than those of most 
of his fellow-pilgrims, had been left uninjured by their neighbours during 
the time of their proprietor's absence on the Crusade, The report that the 
Count had lost his health, and the power of continuing his homage to the 
Lady of the Broken Lances, brought upon him the hostilities of one or two 
ambitious or envious neighbours, whose covetousaess was, however, suffi- 
ciently repressed by the brave resistance of the Countess and the resolute 
Hereward. Less than a twelvemonth was required to restore the Count of 
Paris to his full health, and to render him, as ftirmerly, the assured protector 
of his own vassals, and the subject in whom the possessors of the French 
throne reposed the utmost confidence. This latter capacity enabled Count 
Robert to discharge his debt towards Hereward in a manner as ample as he 
could have hoped or espected. Being now respected alike for his wisdom 
and his sagacity, as much as he always was for his intrepidity and his cha^ 
raoter as a suceessfnl orusader, he was repeatedly employed by the Court 
of France io settling the troublesome and intricate affairs in which the Nor- 
man possessions of the English crown involved the rival nations, "William 
Rufus was not insensible to his merit, nor blind to the importance of gaining 
his good will ; and finding out big ansietv that Hereward should he restored 
to the land of his fathers, he took, or made an opportunity, by the forfeiture 
of some rebellious noble, of conferring upon our Varangian a large district 
adjacent to the New Forest, being part of the scenes which his father chiefly 
frequented, and where it is said the descendants of the valiant squire and 
hia Bertha have subsisted for many a long year, surviving turns of time 
and chance, which are in general fatal to the continuance of more distin- 
gaished families. 
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CASTLE DANGEROUS. 



INTRODUCTION.— (1832.) 

[Ths following Introduction to "CosOo Dangaroua" wius forwarded ty Sir Waller 
Scott ftom Naples in February 1832, together with soma oorractions of the Icil, and 
notes on localities menljoued in Che Koiol. 

The HLOtoriols for the Intiwluction must have heen eolleoted before he left Scotland 
in September 1831 ; but in the hurry of preparing for his roynge, te had cot been 
able to arrange them bo os to ftooompany the first edition of this Romance. 

A few notes, enpplied by Ihe Editor, nre placed nithin brackets.] 

Thb incidents on which the ensaine Novel mainly turns, are derived from 
the ancient Metrical Chronicle of "The Bi-aoe," by Archdeacon Baibour, 
and from the " History of the Houses of Douglas and Angus," by David 
Home of Godscroft; and ore sustained by the immemorial tradition of the 
western parts of Scotland. They are so much in consonance with the spirit 
and manners of the troubled age to whieh they are referred, that I con see 
no reason for doubting their bomjj founded in fact ; the namea, indeed, of 
numberless localities in the Ticmity of Douglas Castle, appear to attest, 
beyond saspioion, many even of the smallest circumstances embraced in the 
story of Godaorofi. 

Among all the associates of Robert the Brace, in his great enterprise of 
rescuing Scotland from the power of Edward, the first place is universally 
conceded to James, the eighth Lord Douglas, to this day venerated by his 
countrymen as " the Good Sir James :" 

" The Gqd Sch/r Jarnes of Tioagias, 



Bm* iiouour, ptaiso, oud Inompha M 'obtnin." 

Prom the time when the King of England refused t« reinstate him, on his 
Mturn from Prance, whera he had received the education of chivalry, in the 
extensive possessions of his family, — which had been held forfeited by the 
exertions of his father, William the Hardy — the -young knigbt of Douglas 
appears to have embraced the cause of Bruce with eothusiastic ardour, and 
to have adhered to the fortunes of his sovereign with unwearied iidelity and 
devotion. " The Douglasse," says Hoilinshed, "was right joyfully received 
w (253) 
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of King Robert, in whose service he faitbfullj coDtiiiaed, both in peace and 
war, to his life's end. Though the surname and familie of the Douglasses 
was in some estimatioa of nobilitie before those daies, yet the rising thereof 
to honour chanced through this James Douglasse; for, h^ meanes of his 
advancement, others of that lineage tooke oceasion, bj their singular man- 
hood and noble prowess, shewed at sundrie times in defence of the realme, 
to grow to such height in authoritie and estimation, that their migbtie 
puissance in mainrent,* lands, and great possessions, at length was (through 
suspicion conceived by the kings that succeeded) the cause in part of their 
ruinous decay." 

In every narrative of the Scottish war of in dependence, a considerable 
Bpaee is devoted to those years of perilous adventure and suffering which 
were spent by the illustrious friend of Bruce, in harassing the English 
detachments successively occupying his paternal territory, and in repeated 
and successful attempts to wrest the formidable fortress of DoQglas Castle 
itself from their possession. In the English, as ■well as Scotch Chronicles, 
and in Bynier's Ftodora, occur frequent notices of the di£Ferent officers 
intrusted by Edward with the keeping of this renowned struoghold ; especially 
Sir Robert de Clifford, ancestor of the heroic race of the Cliffords, Baria of 
Cumberland; his lie^tenant, Sir Richard de Thiirlewalle, (writien some- 
times Thruswal!,) of Thirwall Castle, on the Tippal, in Northumberiand ; 
and Sir John de Walton, the romantic story of whose love pledge, to hold 
the Castle of Douglas for a year and day, or surrender all hope of obtaining 
his mistress's favour, with the tragia consequences, softened in the Novel, 
is given at Isngth in GodBcroft, and has often been pointed out as one of 
the affecting passages in the ohronicles of ohivalry.j' 

The Author, before he had made much progress in tliis, probably the last 
of his Novels, undertook a journey t-o Douglasdale, for the purpose of ex- 
amining the remains of the famous Castle, the Kirk of St. Bride of Douglas, 
the patron saint of that great family, and the various localities alluded to 
by Godsoroft, in his account of the early adventures of good Sir James ; but 
though he was fortunate enough to find a sealous and well-informed cicerone 
in ftC. Thomas Haddow, and had every assistance fiom the kindness of 



pable of pursuing bis researches, as in better days he would have delighted 
to do, and was obliged to be contented with sueh a cursory view of scenes, 
in themselves most interesting, as oould be snatched in a single morning, 
when any bodily exertion was painful, Mr. Haddow was attentive enough 
to forward subsequently some notes on the points which the Author had 
seemed desirous of investigating; but these did not reach him until, being 
obliged lo prepare matters for a foreign excursion in quest of health and 
strength, he bad been compelled to bring his work, such as it is, to a oon- 

The remmns of the old Castle of Douglas are inconsiderable. They con- 
sist indeed of but one ruined tower, standing at a, short distance from the 
modern mansion, which itself is only a, fragment of the design on which 
the Duke of Douglas meant to reconstruct tlie edifice, after its last acci- 
dental destruotioa by fire.J His Grace had kept in view the ancient pro- 
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pheoj, tbat as often as Douglas Cnstle mij^bt be destroyed, it sliould riso 
sgaiD ill enlai^ed dimeusiona and improved splendour, and projected a pil^ 
of building, wnich, if it had been completed, would have much exceeded 
anv nobleman's residence then existing in Scotland — as, indeed, n'hat has 
bean finished, amounting to about one-eighth part of the plan, is suffioiently 
extensive for the accommodation of a, large establishment, and contains 
some apartments the dimensions of ivhich are munificent. The situation 
is commanding; and though the Duke's eucoessore have allowed the m "" " 
to continue na he left it, great expense has been lavished on " 
whioh DOW present a vast sweep of richlj undulated woodlanu, Btretcning 
to the borders of the Cairntable mountains, repeatedly mentioned^ aa tho 
favourite retreat of the great ancestor of the family in the days of his hard- 
ship and persecution. There remains at the head of the ai^oining bourg, 
the choir of the ancient church of St. Bride, having beneath it the vault 
which was used tili lately as the burial-place of this princely race, and 
only abandoned when their stone and leaden coffins had accumulated, in 
the coui-ae of five or six hundred jears, in such a way that it could socom- 
modate no more. Here a silver case, containing the duat of what was once 
the brave heart of Good Sir James, is still pointed out; and in the dilapi- 
dated choir above appears, though in a sorely ruinona state, the once mag- 
nificent t«mb of the warrior himself. After detailing the well-known 
circumstances of Sir James's death in Spain, 20th August, 1330, where he 
fell, assisting tlie King of Arragon in an expedition against the Moors, 
when on his way back lo Scotland from Jerusalem, to which ho had con- 
veyed the heart of Bruce, — the old poet Barbour tells us that — 

Thai debawslyt bioj, and syne 

And tbe cnrlDUDo that In lial? placa 
£rdyt, wJUi I)1^llt gret wi>r«bip, wss. 
"The Iwnyj bauB Uiai wilh lliBm tsiie i 
And gyne Kt ro tbelT schbpts ^ue ; 
Ami thBi at cummyD in full gnt by. 
if tiU the lijvti of HobJIix ■mx 
Didyt. wilh dola epil inehia car. 

The monument is supposed to have been wantonly mudlated and defaced 
by a detachment of Cromwell's troops, who, as was their custom, converted 
the kirk of St. Bride of Douglas into a stable fov their horses. Enough, 
however, remains to identify the resting-place of the great Sir James. The 
effigy, of dark stone, is crossed-legged, marking his character as one who 
hao died after performing the pilgrimage to the Holy Sepulchre, and in 
actual conflict with the infidels of Spain ; and the introduction of tho heart, 
adopted as an addition to the old arms of Douglas, in consequence of the 
knight's fulfilment of Bruoe's dying injunction, appears, when taken in 
connexion with the posture of the figure, to set the question at rest. The 
monument, in its original state, must have been not inferior in any respect 
to the best of the same period in Westminster Abbey; and the curious 
reader is referred for farther particulars of it to "The Sepulchral Antiqui- 
ties of Great Britwn, by Edward Blore, F.S.A." London, 4to, 1826: where 
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may aleo be found interesting details of some of the otlior tombs and efGgies 
ia the oemelerj of the flrat house of Douglas. 

Aa considerable liberties have been taken with tbe historical incidents on 
■which this novel is founded, it is due to the reader to place before bioi Huch 
extracts from Godaoroft and Barbour aa may enable him to correct any 
mia-im press! on. The paesages introduced in the Appendix, from the ancient 
poem of " The Bruce, will moreoTcr gratify those wlio have not in their 
possession a copy of the text of Barbour, as given in the valuable quarto 
edition of my learned friend Dr. Jamieaon, as furnishing on the whole a 
favourable Bpeoiroen of the style and manner of a venerable claasio, who 
wrote when Seotland was still full of the fame and glory of her liberators 
from the yoke of Plantagenet, and especially of Sir James Douglas, " of 
■whom," aaya Godsoroft, ." wo will not omit here, (ia shut up all,) the judg- 
ment of those times conoerning him, in a rade verse indeed, yet auch as 
beareth ivitness of his true magnanimity and invincible mind in either 
fortune:— 



APPENDIX. 
No. I. 



EXTRACTS EKOM "THE HISTOBT OF THE HOUSES OF BOOOLAS AND ANUTJE. B? 
MASTER BAVni lIUiMB OF GODSCROBT." Vol. Bpit. 

* * * And here indeed the course of the King's misfortunea begins to 
make some halt and stay by thus much prosperous siiccesse in his own 
person ; but more in the person of Sir James, by tbe reeouquests of his 
owne castlea and countries. From hence he went into Dooglasdale, where, 
by the means of his father's old servant, Thomas Dickson, he took in tbe 
Castle of Douglas, and not being able to keep it, he caused burn it, con- 
tenting himself with this, that his enemies had one strength fewer in that 
country than before. The manner of hia taking of it is aaid to have beeno 
thus: — Sir James taking only with him two of his servants, went to Thomas 
Diekson, of whom he was received with tears, after he had revealed himself 
to hiro, for the good old man knew him not at first, being in mean and 
homely apparel. There he kept him secretly in a quiet chamber, and 
brought uato him auch aa had been trusty servants to his father, not all at 
once, but apart by one and one, for fear of disooverie. Their aJJvice was, 
tliat on Palm-Sunday, when the Engliah would come forth to the church, 
and hie partners were conveened, that then ho should give the word, and 
cry the Douglas alogan, and presently aet upon them that should happen to 
be there, who being deapatched, the Castle might be taken easily. This 
being concluded, and they come, so soon as the Engliah were entered into 
the church with palms in their hands, (according to the costume of that 
day,) little suspecting or fearing any suoh thing, Sir Jamea, ncoordingj to 
their appointment, cryed too soon (a Douglas, a Douglas 1) which being 
heard in the church, (this was Saint Bride's church of Douglas,) Thomas 
Dickson, supposing be had beena hard at hand, drew out hia sword, and 
ran upon them, having none to second him but another man, so that, op 

fressed by the number of his enemiea, he was beaten dowao and ainine. 
n the meantime, Sir James being come, the English that were in the 
chanool kept off the Soots, and having the advantage of the strait and 
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uarrow entcie, dafendoiJ themselves manfuUj. But Sir James encournging 
bis 'toea, not so mucli b^ words as bv deeds aad good example, and having 
Btain tbe boldest resisters, prevailed at last, and entriog tbe place, slew 
some twenty-eii of their number, and took the rest, aboat fen or twelve 
persons, iclfinding by them to get the Castle upon oomposition, or to enter 
with them when the gates should be opened to let them in; but it needed 
not, for they of the Castle were so secure, that there was none left to keep 
it save the porter and the oooke, who knowing nothing of what had hapned 
at the churoh, which stood a large quarter of a mile from thence, had loft 
the gat« wide open, the porter standing without, and the cooke dressing the 
dinner within. They entered without resietanoe, and meat being ready, 
and the cloth laid, they shut the gates, and tooke their refection at good 
teasure. 

Now that he had gotten the Castle into his Iianiils, considering with him- 
selfe (as he was a man no lesse advised than valiant) that it was hard for 
him to keep it, the DngHsh being as yet the stronger in that oountrey, who 
if they should besiege him, he Knewe of no reliefe, he thought better to 
carry away such things as be most easily transported, gold, silver, and 
apparell, with ammunitbn and armour, whereof lie had greatest use and 
need, and to destroy tbe rest of tbe provision, together with the Oasde 
itaelfe, then to diminish the namher of his foUowets for a garrison there 
where it could do no good. And so he caused carrie the meale and malt, 
and other cornes and graine, into the cellar, and laid altogether in one 
heape ; then he took the prisoners and slew them, to revenge the death of 
his trufitie and valiant servant, Thomas Dickson, mingling the victuals with 
their blond, and burying their oarkasses in the heap of come : after that he 
slruck out the heads of the barrells and punoheons, and let the drink runn 
through all ; and then he cast the carkasses of dead horses and other 
carrion amongst it, throwing the salt above all, so as to make altogether 
unusefai to the enemie ; and this cellar is called yet the Douglas Lairder. 
Last of all, he set the house on fire, and burnt all the timber, and what 
else the fire could overcome, leaving nothing but the scorched walls behind 
him. And this seemes to be the first takiug of the Castle of Douglas, for it 
is supposed that he took it tnice. For this service, and others done to 
Iiord William his father, Sir James gave unto Thomas Dickson the lands 
of Hisleside, which hath beene ^ven him before tlie Castle was taken as 
an encouragement to whet him on, and not after, for he was slain in the 
church ; which was both liberally and wisely done of him, thus to hearten 
and draw men to his service by such a noble beginning. The Castle being 
burnt, Sir James retired, and parting his men into divers companies, so as 
they might be most secret, he caused cure such as were wounded in the 
fight, and be himselfe kept as close as he could, waiting ever for an occa- 
sion to enterprise something against the enemie. So soone as he was gone, 
the Lord Clifford being advertised of what had happened, oamo himselfe in 
{lorson to Douglas, and caused re-edifie and repair the Castle in a very short 
time, unto which he also added a Tower, which is yet called Harries Tower 
from him, and so returned into England, leaving one Thurswall to be 
Captain thereof. —- Pp. 25-28. 

He (Sir James Douglas) getting him again into Douglasdale, did use tbis 
stratagem against Tiiurswall, Captain of the Castle, under the said Lord 
Clifford. He caused some of his folk drive away the cattle that fed near 
unto the Castle, and when the Captain of the garrison followed to rescue, 
gave orders to his men (o leave them and to fiee away. Thus he did often 
to make the Captain slight such frays, and to make him secure, that he 
might not suspect any farther end to be on it ; which when he had wrought 
Bufiieiently (as he thought), he laid some men in ambuscado, and sent 
others away to drive suoh beasts aa they should And ia the view of the 
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Cnstlo, ns if they had bean thieves and robbers, as they had done often 
before. The Captain hearing of it, and supposing there was no greater 
danger new than had been before, issued foi'tn of the Castle, and followed 
after them with such haste that his men (ruantng mho should be first) were 
disordered and out of their raolia. The drivers also fled as fast as they 
ooald tili they had drawn the Captain a little way beyond the place of 
ambuBoado, which when they perceived, rising quickly out of their covert, 
tliey set fiercely upon him and his company, and so slew himself and chased 
his men back to the Castle, some of wnom were overtaken and slain, others 
got into the Castle and so were saved. Sir James, Bot being able to 
force the house, took what booty he could get without in the fields, and 
so departed. By this means, and such other exploits, he so affrighted the 
enemy, that it was counted a matter of such great jeopardy to keep this 
Castle, that it begau to be called the adventurous (or hazardous) Castle of 
Douglas : Whereupon Sir John Walton being in suit of an English lady, 
she wrote to him that when he had kept the adventurous Castle of Douglas 
seven years, then he might think himself worthy to be a suitor to her. 
Upon tliis occasion Walton took upon him the keeping of it, and succeeded 
to Thurswall; but he ran the same fortune with the rest that were before 

For, Sir James having first dressed an ambuscade near unto the place, 
he made fourteen of his men take so many sacks, and fill them with grass, 
as though it had been com, which they carried in the way toward Lanark, 
the chief market town in that county ; so hoping to draw forth the Captaia 
by that bait, and either to take him or the Castle, or both. 

Neither was this e:spcetation frustrate, for the Captain did hite, and came 
forth to have taken this victual ^as he supposed). But ere he could reach 
these carriers. Sir James, with his company, had gotten between the Castle 
and him ; and these disguised carriers, seeing the Cajitain following after 
them, did quickly cast off their upper garments, wherein they had masked 
themselves, and throwing off their sacks, mounted themselves on horseback, 
and met the Captain with a sharp encounter, he being so much the more 
amazed that it was unlocked for: wherefore, when he saw these carriers 
metamorphosed into warriors, and ready to assault him, fearing (that which 
was) that there was some train laid for tliem, he turned about tt> have retired 
into the Castle; but there also he met with his enemies; between which 
two companies he and his followers were slain, so that none escaped ; the 
Captain afterwards being searched, they found (as it is reported) his mis- 
tress's tetters about him. Then he went and tick in the Oaatle, but it is 
uncertain (say our writers) whether by force or composition ; but it seems 
that the Constable, and those that were within, have yielded it up withuut 
force ; in regard that he used them so gently, which he would not have 
done if he had taken it at utterance. For he sent them al! safe home to 
tha Lord Clifford, and gave them also provision and money for their enter- 
tainment by the way. The Castle, which he had burnt only beforj, now 
he raieth, and oasts down the walls thereof to the ground. By these and 
the like proceedings, within a short while he freed Douglasdale, Attrict 
Forest, and Jedward Forest, of the English garrisons and subjection. — 
Ibid. p. 29. 
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No. II. 
J^Bstracts from The Bruce. — "Liber compoaitus per Magistrur 
Barber Arohidiaoonura AbyrdonenBem, de geetis, bellU, 6t ■vertutibus, 
Domini Eoberti Brwyaa, Begia Soooie iUustrisaimi, et de conciuestu regni 
Soocie per eundem, et de Domino Jaoobo de Douglas," — Edited bj John 
Jamieson, D.D. F.R.S.F. Sx. &o. Bdiaburgh, 1820.] 
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tljiptd t^t fiai. 



It was at the eloso of an early spring 3ay, when nature, in a cold provinca 
of Scotland, was reviving from her winter's aleep, and the air at leitat, though 
not the vegetation, gave prowiae of an abatement of the rigour of the 
season, that two travellers, whose appearance at that earlj period Huffioiently 
announced their wandering character, which, in genei-al, secured a free 
passage even through a dangerous eoantry, were seen coming from the Bouth- 
■weetwai'd, within a few miles of the Castle of Douglas, and seetned to he 
holding their course in the direction of the river of that name, whoso dale 
afforded a. species of approach to that memorable feudal fortress. The 
stream, small in comparison to the extent of its fame, served as a kind of 
drain to the country m its neighbourhood, and at the same time afforded 
the means of a rough road to the castle and village. The high lords to 
whom the castle had for ages belonged, might, hod thej chosen, hare made 
this access a great deal smoother and more convenient; but there had been 
as yet little or no exercise for those geniuses, who have taught all the world 
that it is better to take the more circuitous road round the base of a hill, 
than the direct course of ascending it on the one side, and descending it 
directly on the other, without rielaing a single step to render the passage 
more easy to the traveller ; stiil leaa were those mysteries dreamed of which 
M'Adam has of late days expounded. But, indeed, to what purpose should 
the ancient Douglasses have employed his principles, even if they had knowri 
them in ever so much perfection! Wheel-carriages, except of the most 
clumsy description, and for the most simple operations of agriculture, were 
totally unknown. Even'the most delicate female had no resource save a 
horse, or, in case of sote infirmity, a litter. The men used their own sturdy 
limbs, or hardy horses, to transport themselves from place to place; and 
travellers, females in particular, experienced no small inconvenience from 
the rugged nature of the country. A swollen tori'ent sometimes crossed 
their path, and compelled them to wait until the waters hod abated their 
frenzy. The bank of a small river was occasionally torn away by the effects 
of a thunder-storm, a recent inundation, or the like convulsions of nature ; 
and the wayfarer relied upon hia knowledge of the district, or obtained the 
best local information in his power, how to direct his path so as to surmount 
8Uoh untoward obstaclea. 

The Doueias issues from an amphitheatre of mountains which bounds 

(261) 



.eubyCoOgIC 



262 WAVERLEY NOVELS. 

the Tftlleyto Uie south-west, from whose contributions, and the aid of sudden 
storms, it receives its scantj Eupplies. The general aspect of ihe country 
is that of ihe pastoral hills of tne south of Sootiand, forming, as is usual, 
bleat and wila farms, manj of -which had, at no great length of time from 
the date of the story, been covered with treefi; as some of them still attest 
by bearing the name of shaw, that is, wild natural wood. The neighbour- 
hood of tEe Douglas water itself was flat land, capable of bearing strong 
crops of oata and rye, supplying the inhabitants with what they required 
of these productions. At no great distance from die edge of the river, a 
few special spots excepted, the soil capable of agriculture was more and 
more mixed with the pastoral and woodland country, till both terminated in 
desolate- and partly inaccessible moorlands. 

Above all, it was war-time, and of necessity all circumstances of mere 
conyenienoe were obli^d to give way to a paramount sense of danger ; the 
inhabitants, therefore, instead of trying to amend the paths which connected 
them with other districts, were thank^l that the natural difficulties which 
surrounded them rendered it unoecesaary to break up or to fortify the access 
from more open countries. Their wants, with a very few esceptions, were 
completely supplied, as we have already said, by the rude and soanty pro- 
duce of their own mountains and Sotas,* the last of which served for the 
exercise of their limited agriculture, while the better part of the mountains 
and forest glens produced pasture for their herds and flocks. The recesses 
of the oneiplored depths of these sylran retreata being seldom disturbed, 
especially since the lords of the district had laid aside, during this time of 
strife, their constant occupation of hunting, the various kinds of game bad 
increased of lata very considerably ; so that not only in crossing the rougher 
parts of the hilly and desolate country we are describing, different varieties 
of deer were occasionally seen, but even the wild cattle -peculiar to Scot- 
land sometimes showed themselves, and other animals, which indicated the 
irregular and disordered state of the period. The wild-cat was frequently 
surprised in the dark ravines or the swampy thickets ; and the wolf, already 
a stranger to the more populous districts of the Xiothians, here maintained 
his ground against the encroachments of man, and was still himself a terror 
to those by whom he was finally to be extirpated. In winter especially, and 
winter was hardly yet past, these savage animals were wont t-o be driven 
to estremiCy for lack of food, and used to frequent, in dangerous numbers, 
the battie-neld, the deserted churchyard — nay, sometimes the abodes of 
living men, there to watch for children, their defenceless prey, with as much 
famifiarity as the fox now-a-days will venture to prowl near the mistresa's'l' 
poultry-yard. 

From what wo have said, our readers, if they hav» made — as who in 
these days has not — the Scottish tour, will be able to form a tolerablyjust 
idea of the wilder and upper part of Douglas Dale, during the earlier period 
of the fourteenth century. The setting sun cast his gleams along a moor- 
land country, which to toe westward broke into Jarger swells, terminating 
in the mountdns called the Larger and Lesser Cairntable. The first of 
these is, as it were, the fatiier of the hills in the neigh ho urh<)od, the scarce 
of an hundred streams, and by far the largest of the ridge, still holding in 
bis dark bosom, and in the ravines with which his aides are ploughed, con- 
eiderable remnants of those ancient forests with which all the high grounds 
of that quarter were once covered, and particularly the hills, in which the 
rivers — both those which run to the east, and those which seek the west to 
discharge themselves into the Solway — hide, like so many hermits, theii 
iriginal and scanty sources. 

e was still illuminated by the reflection of the evening sun. 
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eometimes thrown tact from pool or stream ; Bometiines reofmw on grey 
rocks, huga cumberers of the soil, which Inboar and agueulture have since 
removed, and eometimes contenting itself with gilding the banka of the 
stream, tinged, alternately grey, green, or ruddy is the ground itself con- 
sisted of rook, or grassy turf, or bare eajthen mound or looked at n distance 
like a rampart of dark red porphyry. Occasionally too the eye rested on 
the steep brown extant of moorland as the sunbeam glanced back from the 
litHa tarn or mountain pool, whose lustre, like that of the eye in the human 
countenance, gives a life and viraoity to every feature around. 

The elder and stouter of the two travellers whom we have mentioned, was 
a person well, and even showily dressed, according to the finery of the times, 
and bore at his back, as wandering minstrela were wont, a ease, containing 
a small harp, rote or viol, or some such species of musical instrument for 
aooompanyiiiE the voice. The leathern ease announced so much, althongh 
it proclaiwea not the exact nature of the instrument. The colour of the 
traveller's doublet was blue, and that of his hose violet, with slashes which 
showed a lining of the same colour with the jerkin. A mantle onght, 
according to ordinary custom, to have covered this dress ; but the heat of 
the sun, though the season was so early, had induced the wearer to fold up 
h 1 ak in small compass, and form it into a bundle, attached to the 
sb ulde B like the military greatcoat of the infantry soldier of the present 
day The neatness with which it was made up, argued the precision of a 
p tis d traveller, who had been long aooustomed to every resource which 
hftnge of weather required. A great profusion of narrow ribands or points, 
cut tut ng the loops with which our ancestors connected their doublet and 
b e f med a kind of cordon, composed of knots of blue or violet, which 
su und d the traveller's person, and thus assimilated in colour with the 
two garments which it was the office of tlieae strings to combine. The 
bonnet usually worn with this showy dress, was of that kind with which 
Henry the Eighth and his son, Edward the Sixth, are usually represented. 
It was more fitted, from the gay stuff of which it was composed, to appear 
in a public place, than to encounter a storm of rain, It was party-coloured, 
being made of different stripes of blue and violet ; and the wearer arrogated 
a certain degree of gentility to himself, by wearing a plume of considerable 
dimensions of the same favourite colours. The features over which this 
feather drooped were in no degree remarkable for peculiarity of expression. 
Yet in so desolate a country as the west of Scotland, it would not have been 
easy ta pass the man without more minute attention than he would have met 
with where there was more in the character of the scenery to arrest the gaae 
of the passengers. 

A quiok eye, a sociable look, seeming to say, "Ay, look at me, I am a 
man worth noticing, and not unworthy your attention," carried with it, 
nevertheless, an interpretation which might be thought favourable or other- 
wise, according to the character of the person whom the traveller met. A 
knight or soldier would merely have thought that he had met a merry fellow, 
who could sing a wild song, or tell a wild tale, and help to empty a fiagon, 
with all the accomplisliments nccesaarf for a boon companion at an hostelry, 
esoept perhaps an alacrity at defraying his share of the reckoning, A 
churchman, on the other hand, might have thought he of the blue and violet 
was of too loose habits, and aooustomed too little to limit himself within 
the boundaries of beseeming mirth, to be fit society for one of his sacred 
calling. Yet the Man of Song had a certain steadiness of countenance, 
which seemed fitted to hold place in scenes of serious business as well as of 
gaiety. A wayfaring passenger of wealth (not at that tifeio a numerous 
class) might have feared in him a professional robber, or one whom oppor- 
tunity was very likely to convert into such; a female might have been 
apprehensive of uncivil treatment ; and a youth, or timid person, might 
have tiiought of murder, or such direful doings. Unless privately armed, 
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however, the minBtrel wis ill apcoutrei for any daneerous occii]jation, 
Hia onlj visible weapon was a small crooked sword, like wbat we now 
call a hanger; and the stile of the times would have justited any man, 
however peaceful his intentions, in being so far armed against the perile of 
the road. 

If a glance at this man bid m any respect prejudiced him in the opinion 
of those whom he met on his journey, n look at his companion would, so far 
as his character could be guessed at — for be waa closely muffled up — have 
passed for an apology and warrant for hia associate. The younger traveller 
waa apparently in early youth, a soft and gentle bey, whosB Sclavonic gown, 
the appropriate dress of the pilgrim, he wore more closely drawn about him 
than the ooldneBS of the weather seemed to ftuthoriae or recommend. His 
features, imperfectly seen under the hood of his pilgrim's dress, were pre- 
possessing in a high degree ; and though he wore a walking sword, it seemed 
rather to De in compliance with general fashion than from any violent pur- 
pose he did so. There were traces of sadness upon his brow, and of tears 
upon his cheeks; and his wearinesswas such, as even his rougher companion 
seemed to sympathize with, while he privately participated also in the sorrow 
which left its marks upon a countenance so lovely. They spoke together, 
and the elder of the two, while he assumed the deferential air proper to a 
man of inferior rank addressing a superior, showed in tone and gesture, 
something that amounted to interest and affection. 

" Bertram, my friend," said the younger of the two, " how far are we still 
ftom Douglas Castle ? We have already come farther than the twenty miles, 
which thou didst say was the distance from Cammeck — or how didst thou 
call the last hostelry which we left by daybreak?" 

" Cumnock, my dearest lady — I beg ten thousand eseusea — my gracious 
young lord." 

"Call me Augustine," replied his comrade, "if you mean to apeak as ia 
fittest for the time." 

" Nay, aa for that," said Bertram, " if your ladyship can condescend to 
lay aside your quality, my own good breeding is not so firmly sewed to me 
tot that X can doff it, and resume it again without its losing a stitch ; and 
since your ladyship, to whom I am svrorn in obedience, is pleased to com- 
mand that I-Bhould treat j'oa as my own son, shame it were to me if I were 
not to show you the affection of a father, more especially as I may well swear 
my great oath, that I owe you the duty of such, though well I wot it has, in 
our caae, been the lot of the parent to be maintained by the kindness and 
liberality of the child ; for when was it that I hungered or thirsted, and the 
hlaek sioc]c* of Berkley did not relieve my wants ?" 

" I would have it so," answered the young pilgrim ; " I would have it so. 
What use of the mountaina of beef, and the oceans of beer, which they aay 
our domaios produce, if there ia a hungry hsart among our vassalage, or 
especially if thou, Bertram, who haat served as the minstrel of our house for 
more than twenty years, shouldst experience such a feeling?" 

" Cartes, lady," answered Bertram, " it would be like the catastrophe 
which ia told of the Baron of Fastenough, when his last mouse was strtrvcd 
to death in the very pantry ; and if I escape thia journey without auch a 
calamity, I ahall think myself out of reach of thirst or famine for the whole 

" Thou hast suffered already once or twice by these attacks, my poor 
friend," said the lady. 

" It ia little," answered Bertram, " any thing that I have sufibred ; and I 
were ungrateful to give the ineouvenienoe of missiog a breakfast, or making 
an untimely dinner, ao serious a name. But then I hardly see how your 
ladyship can endure this gear much longer. You must yourself feol, that 
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tbe plodding along these tigh lands, of which the Scots giTO na Buci good 
measure in their miles, is no jesting matter ; n,nd as far Douglas Castle, why 
it is still three good miles off." 

" The caestioa then is," quoth the lady, heaving a sigh, " irhat we are to 
do when we hare so far to travel, and when the castle gates must he looked 
long before we arrive there?" 

"For that I will pledge iny word," answered Bertram. " The gates of 
Douglas, under the care of Sir John de Waiton, do not open so easily 
as those of the buttery hntoh at our own castle, when it is well oiled ; and 
if your ladyship take my advice, you will turn southward ho I aad in two 
days at farthest, we shall be in a land where men's wants are provided for, 
as the inns proclaim it, with the least possible delay, and the eecret of this 
little journey shall never be known to living mortal but ourselves, as sure 
as I am sworn minstrel, and man of faith." 

" I thank thee for thy advice, mine honest Bertram," siud the lady, "but 
I cannot profit by it. Should thy knowledge of these parts possess thee 
with an acquaintance with any decent house, whether it belong to rich or 
poor, I would willingly tako quai'tera there, if I could obtain thera from this 
time until to-morrow morning. The gates of Douglas Castle will then be 
open to guests of so peaceful an appearance as we carry with us, and — and 
— it will out — we might have time to make such applications to our toilet 
as might ensure us a good reception, by drawing a comb through our locks, 
or suSi like foppery." 

" Ah, madam V' said Berti'am, " were not Sir John de "Walton in question, 
methinks I should venture to reply, that an unwashed brow, an unkempt 
head of hair, and a look far more sauey than your ladyship ever wears, or 
can wear, were the proper disguise to trick out that minstrel's boy, whom 
you wish to represent in the present pageant." 

" Do you soffer your youthful pupils to be indeed so slovenly nnd so saucy, 
Bertram ?" answered the lady. "I for one will not imitate them in that 

{articular; and whether Sir John be now in the Castle of Douglas or not, 
will treat the soldiers who hold so honourable a charge with a washed 
bmvr, and a head of hair somewhat or4ered. As for going back without 
seeing a castle which has mingled even with my very dreams — at a word, 
Bertram, thou mayst go that way, but I will not." 

" And if I part with your ladyship on such terms," responded the min- 
strel, " now your frolic is so nearly accomplished, it shall be the foul fiend 
himself and nothing more comely or less dangerous, that shall tear me from 
jrour side ; and for lodging, there is not far from hence tho house of one 
Tom Dickson of Haaelaide, one of the most honest fellows of tho Dale, and 
who, although a laboui-ing man, ranked as high as a warrior, when I was 
in this country, as any noble gentleman that rode in the band of the 
Douglas," 

" He is then a soldier ?" said the lady. 

" When his country or his lord need his sword," replied Bertram—" and, 
to say the truth, they are seldom at peace; bat otherwise, he ia no enemy, 
save to the wolf which plunders his herds." 

" But forget not, my trusty guide," replied the lady, " that the blood in 
our veins is English, and consequently, that we are in danger from all who 
call themselves foes to the ruddy Cross." 

" Do not fear this man's fwth," answered Bertram. " You may trust to 
him as to tho best knight or gentleman of the land. We may make good 
our lodging by a tune or a song ; and it may remember jou that I under- 
took {provided it pleased your ladyship} to temporize a little with the Scots, 
who, poor seals, love minstrelsy, and when they have but a silver penny, 
will willingly bestow it to encourage the gajf science — I promised you, I 
fifty, that we should be as welcome to them aa if we had been born amidst 
their own wild hills ; and for the beat that such a house as Dickson's affords, 
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the glee-man's son, fair ladj. shall not breatlie ft wish ia Tftin. And now, 
will you spoak your mind to youv devoted friend and adopted father, or 
rather your sworn servant and guide, Bertram the Minstrel, what it ia your 
pleasute to do in this matter?" 

"0, we will certainly accept of the Scot's hospitality," said the lady, 
"your minstrel word being phghted that he is a true man, — Tom Diekaon, 
call yon him?" 

" Yes," replied Bertram, " such is his name ; and by looking on these 
sheep, I am assured that -we are now upon his land." 

" Indeed 1" said the lady, with some surprise ; " and how is your wisdom 
aware of that?" 

"I see the first letter of his name marked upon this flock," answered the 
guide, "Ah, learning is what carries a man through the world, as well as 
if he had the ring hy virtue of which old minstrels tell that Adam under- 
stood the language of the beasts in paradise. Ah, madam 1 there is more 
wit taught in the shepherd's shieling than the lady thinks of, who sews her 
painted seam in her summer bower." 

"Be it so, good Bertram, And altliough not so deeply skilled in the 
knowledge of written language as yo u are, it is impossible for me to esteem 
its value more than I actually do ; so hold we on the nearest road to this 
Tom Dickson's, whose very sheep tell of his whereabout. I trust we have 
not very far to go, although the knowledge that our journey is shorfened by 
a few miles has bo much recovered my fatigue, that mcthinka I could dance 
all the rest of the way." 



(E^jlttptEr tljE lErniiii. 



As the travellers spoke together, they reached a turn of the path which 
presented a more extensive prospect than the broken face of the country 
had yet shown them, A vallej, through which flowed a small tributary 
stream, eshibited the wild, hut not unpleasant, features of " a lone vale of 
green hraken ;" here and there besprinkled with groups of alder-trees, of 
haaels, and of oopse-oakwood, which had maintained their stations in the 
recesses of the valley, although they bad vanished from the loftier and more 
exposed sides of the hills. The farm-house or mansion -house, (for, from 
its size and appearauce, it might hate been the one or tbo other,) was a 
large but low building, and the walls of the out-houses were sufficiently 
strong to resist any hand of casual depredators. There Was nothing, how- 
ever, which could withstand a more powerful force ; for, in a country laid 
waste by war, the farmer was then, as now, obliged to take his chance of 
the great evils attendant upon that state of things; and bis condition, never a 
very eli^ble one, was rendered considerably worse by the insecurity attending 
it. About half a mile farther was seen a Gothic building of very small ex- 
tent having a half dismantled chapel, which the minstrel pronounced to he 
the Abbey of Saint Bride. "The place," he said, "I understand, is allowed 
to subsist, as two or three old monks and as many nuns, whom it contains, 
are pernjitted by the English to servo God there, and sometimes to give relief 
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to Scottish traTellers ; and who have accordingly talien assurance with Sif 
joiia de Walton, and accepted as tlieir superior a churchman on whom he 
thinks he citn depend. But if these guests happen to reveal any secrets, 
they are, by some means or other, believed to fly towards the English 
goyemor; and therefore, unless your ladyship's commands be positive, I 
think we had best not trust ourselves to their hospitality." 

■ ■"" t surety, no," said the lady, "if thou canst provide me withlodg- 






prndent hosts." 



At this moinect, two human forms were seen to approach the farm-house 
jn a different direction from the travellers, and speaking so high, in a tone 
apparently of dispute, that the minstrel and his companion could distinguish 
their voices though the distance was considerable. Having screened his- 
ejeswith his hand for some minutes, Bertram at length esclaimed, "By 
our Lady, it is my old friend, Tom Dickson, sure enough!— What can make 
hira in such bad humour with the lad, who, I think, way be the little wild 
boy, his son Charles, who used to run about and plait rushes some twenty 
years ago? It is lucky, however, we have found our friends astir; for I 
warrant, Tom hath a hearty piece of beef in the pot ere he goes to bed, and 
he must have changed his wont if an old friend hath not his share ; and 
who knows, had we come later, at what hour they may now find it conve- 
nient to drop latch and draw holt so near a hostile garrison ; for if we call 
things by their right names, such is the proper term for an English garrison 
in the castle of a Scottish nobleman." 

"Foolish man," answered the lady, "thou judgest of Sir John de Walton 
tm thou wouldst of some rude boor, to whom the opportunity of doing what 
he wills is a temptation and license to exercise cruelty and oppression. 
Now, I could plight you my word, that, setting apart the quarrel of the 
kingdoms, which, of course, will he fought out in fair battles on both sides, 
you will find that EngUsh and Scottish, within this domain, and within the 
reach of Sir John de Walton's influence, live together as that same flock of 
sheep and goats do with the shepherd's dog ; a foe from whom they fly upon 
certiiin occaaions, but around whom they nevertheless eagerly gather for 
protection should a wolf happen to show himself." 

" It is not to your ladyship," answered Bertiam, " that I should venture 
to state my opinion of such matters; but the young knight, when he is 
sheathed in armour, is a different being from him who feasts in halls among 
Tiress of ladies ; and he that feeds by another man's fireside, and when his 
landlord, of all men in the world, chances to be the Blaok Douglas, has 
reawin to keep his eyes about him as he makes his meal: — but it were 
better I looked after our own evening refreshment, than that I stood hare 
gaping and talking about other folk's matters." So saying, he called out 
in a thundering tone of voice, "Dickson! — what ho, Thomas Diokson! — 
will you not acknowledge an old friend who is much disposed to trust hia 
supper and nighf s lodging to your hospitality V 

The Scotchman, attracted by the call, looked first along the banks of the 
river, then upward to the hare side of the hill, and at length cast his eyes 
upon the two figures who were descending from it. 

As if he felt the night colder while he advanced from the more sheltered 
part of the valley to meet them, the Douglas Dale farmer wrapped closer 
around him the grey plaid, which, from an early period, has been used by 
tho shepherd of the south of Scotland, and the appearance of which gives 
H romantic air to the peasantry and middle classes ; and which, although 
leas brilliant and gaudy in its colours, is as piotaresciue in its arrangement 
as the more military tartan mantle of the Highlands. When they ap- 
proached near to each other, the lady might observe that this friend of her 
guide was a stout athletic man, somewhat past the middle of life, and 
already showing marks of the approach, but none of the infirmities, of age, 
upon a oountenanoe which had been exposed to many a storm. Sharp ejeS/ 
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too, and a quick obsoi-rntion, eKhibltod signs of vigilance, acquired by onO 
who had lived long in a country where he had constant occasion for loolting 
nround blm with caution. His features wore still swollen with displeaaarej 
and the handsome young man who attended him seemed to be discontented, 
lilce one who had undergone no gentle marks of his Other's indignation, 
and who, from the sullen expression which mingled with an appearance of 
shame on his countenance, seemed at once affected by anger and remorse. 

" Do jou not remember me, old friend ?" said Bertram, as they approached 
within a distance for communing ; " or have the twenty years which have 
marched over us since we met, carried along with them all remerabraneo 
of Bertram, the English minstrel?" 

" In troth," answered the Scot, " it is not for want of plenty of your 
countrymen to keep you in my remembrance, and I have hardly heard one 
of them so much as whistle 

but it ins recalled soma note of yonr biythe rebeck ; and yet, such animals 
are we, that I had forgot the mien of my old friend, and scarcely knew him 
at a distance. But we have had trouble lately; there are a thousand of 
your countrymen that keep garrison in the Perilous Castle of Douglas 
yonder, as well as in other plaees through the vale, and that is but a woful 
sight for a true Scotchman — even my own poor house has not escaped tha 
dignity of a garrison of a man-at-arma, besiiies two or three archer knaves, 
and one or two slips of mischievous boys called pages, and so forth, who 
will not let a man say, 'this is my own,' 1^ bis own flreside. Do not, 
therefore, think hardly of roe, old comrade, if I show you a welcome some- 
thing colder than you might espeot from a friend of other days; for, by 
Saint Bride of Douglas, I have scarcely anything left to which I can say 
welcome." 

"Small welcome will serve," said Bertram. "My son, make thy rev*- 
renoe to thy father's old friend. Augustine is learning my joyous trade, 
but he will need some practice ere he can endure its fatigues. If you could 
give him some little matter of food, and a quiet bed for the night, there's 
no fear but that we shali both do well enough ; for I dare say, when you 
travel with my friend Charles there, — if that tall youth chance to be my old 
acquaintance Charles, — you will flndyourself accommodated when his wants 
are onoe well provided for." 

"Nay, the foul flend take me if I do," answered the Scottish husband- 
man. " I know not what the lads of this day are made of — not of the same 
clay as their fathers, to be sure — not sprung from their heather, which 
fears neither wind nor rain, but from some delicate plant of a foreign coun- 
try, which will not thrive unless it be nourished under glass, with a mur- 
rain to it. The good Lord of Douglas — I have been his henchman, and can 
Touoh for it — did not in his pagehood desire such food and lodging as, ia 
the present day, will hardly^ satisfy such a lad as your friend Charles." 

" Nay," said Bertram, " it is not that my Augustine is over nice ; but, 
for other reasons, I must request of ycu a bed to himself; he hath of late 
been unweU." 

"Ay, I understand," said Dickson, "your son hath had a touch of that 
illness which terminates so frequently iu the black death you English folk 
die of? We hear much of the havoc it has made to the southward. Comes 
it hitherward?" 

Bertram nodded. 

" Well, my father's house," continued the farmer, " hath more rooms than 
one, and your son shall have one well-aired and comfortable ; and for sup- 

rer, ye shall have a part of what is prepared for your countrymen, though 
would rather have thoir room than their company. Since I am bound to 
feed a score of them, they will not dispute the claim of such a skilful miu* 
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sfre! as thou art to a night's hoapitaUty. I am asliamsd to say tbat I raust 
do their bidding even in my own liouse. Well-a-daj, if my good lord were 
in poasession of liis own, I haye heart and hand euongh to turn the ivhola 

of them out of my house, iike — like" 

" To speak plainly," said Bertram, " iike a southern strolling gang from 
Kedoadale, whom I have seen yoa fling out of your house like a litter of blind 
puppies, when not one of them looked behind to see who had done him the 
courtesy until he was half-way to Cairntable." 

"Ay," answered the Sootohman, drawing himself up at least six inches 
taller than before ; " then I had a house of my own, and a oause and an 
arm to keep it. Now I am — what signifies it what I am? — the noblest lord 
in Scotland is Jitile better." 

" Truly, friend," said Bertram, " now yoa view this matter in a rational 
light. I do not say that the wisest, the richest, or the strongest man in 
this world has any right to tyrannise over his neighbour, because he ia tbo 
more weak, ignorant, and the poorer ; hut yet if he does enter into auoh a 
controversT, he must submit to the coarse of nature, and that will alwnja 
give the advantage in the tide of battle to wealth, strength, and health." 

"With permission, however," answered Dickson, "the weaker party, if 
he USB his faoulties to the utmost, may, in tlie long run, obtain revenge 
upon the author of his sufferinge, which would be at least compensation for 
his temporary submission ; and he acts simply as a man, and mc^t foolishly 
as a Scotchman, whether he sustain these wrongs with the insensibility of 
an idiot, or whether ha endeavour to revenge thera before Heaven's ap- 
pointed time has arrived. — But if I talk thus I shall scare you, as I have 
Beared some of jour countrymen, from accepting a meal of meat and a, 
night's lodging, in a house where you might be called witli the morning to 
a bloody settlement of a national quarrel." 

" Never mind," said Bertram, " we have been known to each other of old ; 
and I am no more afraid of meeting unkindnesa in your house, than you 
expect me to come here for the purpose of adding to the injucios of which 
you complain." 

" So be it," said Dickson ; " and you, my old friend, are as welcome to 
my abode as when it never held any guest, save of my own inviting.— And 
you, ray youn^ friend. Master Augustine, shall be looked after as well as 
if you came wjth a gay brow and a light cheek, such as best becomes the 
gay science." 

"But wherefore, may I ask," said Bertram, "so much displeased but 
now at my young friend Charles?" 

The youth answered before his father had time to speak. " My father, 
good sir, may put what show upon it he will, but shrewd and wise men wax 
weak in the br^n these troublous times. He saw two or three wolves seize 
upon three of our choioest wethers; and because I shouted to give the 
alarm to the English garrison, he was angry as if he could have murdered 
me — just for saving the sheep from the jaws that would have devoured 

"This is a strange account of thee, old friend," said Bertram. "Dost 
thou connive with the wolves in robbing thine own fold V 

"Why, let it pass, if thou lovest me," answered the countryman; 
" Charles could tell thee something nearer the truth if he had a mind ; but 
for the present let it jjasa." 

The minstrel, perceiving that the Scotchman was fretted and embarrassed 
with the subject, pressed it no farther. 

At this moment, in crossing the threshold of Thomas Dickson's house, 
they were greeted with sounds from two English soldiers within. " Quiel^ 
Anthony," swd one voice, — "quiet, manl — for the sake of common sense, 
if nut common manners; — Robin Hood himself never sat down to his board 
ere the roast was ready." 
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" Eeadj !" quoth another rough voioa ; " it is roasting to rags, and small 
bad been tlio knave Dickson's ahare, even of thcsa ri^s, had it not been the 
eapress ordevs of the wocshipfal Sir John de Wfvlton, that the soldiers who 
lie at oatposts should aSbrd to the inmates such provisions as are not neces- 
sary for their own subsistence." 

" Hush, AnthoBj, — hush, for shame ["replied his fellow-eoldier, "if ever 
I heard our host's step, I heard it this instant ; so eivo over thy grumbling, 
since our captain, as we all know, hath prohibited, under strict penalties, 
all quarrels between bis followers and the people of the country." 

" I am sore," replied Anthony, " that I have ministered oeoasion to none; 
but I would I were equally certain of the good meaning of this sullen-browed 
Thomas Dickson towards the English soldiers, for I seldom go fo bed in this 
dungeon of a house, but I espeot my throat will gape as wide as a thirsty 
oyster before I awaken. Hei'e he comes, however," added Anthony, sink- 
ing his sharp tones as he spoke ; " and I hope to be escommunicated if he 
has not brought with him that mad unitnat, his son Charles, and two other 
strangers, hungry enough, I'll be sworn, to eat up the whole sapper, if they 
do us no other injury." 

"Shame of thyself, Anthony," repeated his comrade; "a good archer 
thou as ever wore Kendal green, and yet affect to be frightened for two 
tired travellers, and alarmed for the inroad their hunger may make on the 
night's meal. There are four or five of us here — we have our bows and 
our bills within reach, and scorn to be chased from our supper, or cheated 
out of our share of it by a dwjen Scotchmen, whether stationary or strollers. 
How say'st thou?" he added, turning to Dickson — "Ilow say ye, quarter- 
master! it is no Bcoret, that by the directions given to our post, we must 
enquire into the occupations of such guests as you may receive besides our- 
selves, Tfour unwilling inmates ; vou are as ready for supper, I warrant, as 
supper is for you, and I will only delay you and my friend Anthony, who 
becomes dreadfully impatient, until jou answer two or three questions which 
you wot of." 

" Bend-the-Bow," answered Dickson, "thou art a civil fellow; and although 
it is something bard to be constrained to give an account of one's friends, 
because tliey chance to quarter in one's own house for a night or two, yet 1 
must submit to the times, and make no vain opposition. You may mark 
down in your breviary there, that upon the fourteenth day before Palm 
Sunday, Thomas Dickson brought to his house of llaaelside, in which you 
hold garrison, by orders from the English governor. Sir John de Walton, 
two strangers, to whom the said Thomas Dickson had promised refreshment^ 
and ft bed for the evening, if it be lawful at this time and place." 

" But what are they, tfiese strangers ?" said Antliony, somewhat sharply. 

" A fine world the while," murmured Thomas Dickson, " that an honest 
man should be forced to answer the qaestjons of every paUry companion I" 
— But he mitigated his voice and proceeded. " The eldest of my guests is 
Bertram, an ancient English minstrel, who is bound on his own errand to 
the Castle of Douglas, and will communicate what he has to say of news to 
Sir John de Walton himself. I have known him for twenty years, and 
never heard any tiling of him save that he was good man ana true. The 
younger stranger is his son, a lad recovering from the English disorder, 
which has been raging far and wide in Westmoi-eland and Cumberland." 

" Te!l me," siud Bend-the-Bow, " this same Bertram', was he not about a 
year since in the service of some noble iady in our own country V 

"I have heard so," answered Dickson. 

" We shall, in that case, I think, incur little danger," replied Bend-the- 
Bow, " by allowing this old man and his son to proceed on their journey to 
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garrison of a tliouan,nd men of all ranks, to a joutli who has been so JateJj 
attiicfeed by a contagious disorder ; and I question if our commander would 
riot rather hear that the Black Douglas, with a hundred devils as black as 
liimaelf, since siicli is his colour, had taken possession of the outposts of 
Ilaxelside with sword and battle-axe, than that one person suffering under 
this fell sickness had entered peaeeablj, and by the open wicket of the 
castle." 

"There is something in what thou aayest, Anthony," replied his comrade; 
"and cijnsidering that our governor, since he has undertaken the trouble- 
Eome job of keeping a oasUe which is eateemed so much move dangerous 
than any other within Scotland, has become one of the most oautioua and 
jealous men in the world, we had better, I think, inform him of the cironm- 
stanee, and take his commands how the stripling is to be dealt with." 

" Content am I," said the archer ; " and first, methiaks, I would just, in 
order to show that we know what belongs to such a case, ask the stripling 
a few questions, as how long he has been ill, by what physicians he has 
been attended, when he was cured, and how his cure is certified, &o." 

" True, brother," said Bend-the-Bow. " Thou hearost, minstrel, we would 
ask thy son some quesUons — What has become of him ? — he was in this 
apartment but now." 

" So pleasa you," answered Bertram, " he did but pass through the npart- 
niant. Mr, Thomas Dickson, at my entreaty, as well as in respectful rev 
erence to your honour'a health, carried him through the room w tho t tar 
riiince, judging hia own bed-chamber the fittest place for a young m'ui 
recovering from a severe illness, and after a day of no smill fat gue 

" Well, answered the elder archer, " though it s con n o i for men 
who, like us, live by bow-string and quiver, to meddle w th nterrogat ons 
and examinations ; yet, as the case stands, we must make some enq ii es 
of your Bon, ere we permit him to set forth to the Castle ot Do glis wl eia 
yuu say bis ervand leads him." 

" Bather my errand, noble sir," said the minstrel, " than that of the young 
man himself." 

"If such be the case," answered Bend-the-Bow, "we may sufBoiently <k> 
our duty by sending yourself, with the first grey light of dawn, to the 
castle, and letting your son remain in bed, which I warrant is the fittest 
place for him, until we shall receive Sir John de Walton's commands 
whether he is to be brought onward ov not." 

" And we may na well," said Anthony, " since we are to have this man's 
company at supper, make him acquainted with the rules of the out-garvisnn 
stationed here for the time." So saying, he pulled a scroll from his leathern 
pouob, and said, " Minstrel, canst thou read 1" 
" It becomes my calling," said the minatrel. 

"It has nothing to do with mine, though," answered the archer, "and 
therefore do thou read these regulations aloud ; for since I do not compre- 
hend these characterB by sight, I lose no chance of having them read over 
to me as often as I can, that I may fix their sense in my memory. So 
beware that thou readest the words letter for letter as they are set down ; 
for thou dost so at thy peril. Sir Minstrel, if thou readest not like a true man." 
"On my minstrel word," said Bertram, and began to read excessively 
slow ; for he wished to gain a little time for consideration, which he foresaw 
would be necessary to prevent his being separated from hia raistreaa, which 
was likely to occasion her much anxiety and distress. He tlierefore began 
thus ; — " ' Outpost at Haaelside, the steading of Goodman Thomas Diekaon' 
— Ay, Thomas, and is tby house so called?" 

" It is the ancient name of the steading," said the Scot, " being sur- 
rounded by a hazel-shaw, or thicket." 

" Hold your chattering tongue, minstrel," said Anthony, " and proceed, 
as yon value your ears, which you seem disposed to make less use of." 
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" ' Ills gfirrison,' "proceeded the minatrel, reftding, " ' consista of a lance 
with its furoituve.' What, then, a laace, in other words, a listed knight, 
oomraands this party?" 

"'Tis no conoern of thine," eaid the archer. 

"But it ifi," answered the minstrel ; " we have a right to bo esomioed by 
the highest person in presence." 

" I will enow thee, thon rascal," said the archer, starting up, " that I am 
lance enough for tliee to reply to, and I will break tliy head if thou saj'st a 

" Take care, brother Anthony," siud hie comrade, " we are to use tra- 
vellers courteously — and, with your leave, those travellers beat who coma 
from our native land." 

" It is even so ataled here," eaid the miiwtrel, and he proceeded to read ; 
— " ' The watch at this oatpoat of Haaelside* shall stop and csaniioe all 
travellers passing by the said station, aufFering such to pass onward to the 
town of Douglas or to Douglas Oastlo, always interrogating them with 
civility, and detaioing and turning them back if there arise matter of sus- 
picion ; hut conducting themselves ia all matters civilly and courteously to 
tJio people of the country, and to those who travel in it.' You see, most 
oioellent and valiant archer," added the commentator Bei'trara, " that cour- 
tesy and civility are, above all, recommended to your worship in your con- 
duct towards the inhabitants, and those passengers who, like us, may chance 
to fall UDder your rules in snch matters." 

" I am not to be told at this time of day," said the archer, " how to con- 
duct myself in the dischiu^ge of my duties. Let me advise you. Sir Minstrel, 
to be frank and open in your answers to our enquiries, and you shall have 
no reason to complain." 

*' I hope at all events," said the minstrel, " to have your favour for my 
son, who is a delicate stripling, and not accustomed to p'ay his part among 
the crew which inhabit this wild world." 

" Well," continued the eld dm '"If tb two archers, " if thy 
son be a novice in this teri-e t 1 g t I rr t that thou, my friend, 
from thy look and manner f p h h t gh f kill to use thy com- 

pass. To comfort thee, altl gh Ih m t th^ If swer the questions 
of our governor or deputj-g d th t 1 may sec there is no 

offence in thee, I think th y b ^ m g anted for thy son's 

residing hero in the convent h d by (wh th by the way, are as 

old as the monks, and hav ly ! g h d thou mayst be easy 

about thy son's morals,} u 1 1 tb h t d tl y business at Douglas 
Castle, and art ready to resum thy i y 

" If such permission," sa d th m t I 
better pleased to leave him t th bl y d 
to take the directions of yooi commanding, offitcr. 

"Certainly," answered the archer, "that will be the safest and best way; 
and with a piece or two of money, thou mayst secure the protection of the 
abbot." 

" Thoa say'st well," answered the minstrel ; " I have known life, I have 
known every stile, gap, pathway, and pass of this wilderness of ours for 
some thirty years ; and he that cannot steer his course fairly through it 
like an able seaman, after having served such an anprentioeship, can hardly 
ever be t.iught, were a century to bo given him to learn it in." 

" Since thou art so expert a mariner," answered the archer Anthony, 
" thou hast, I warrant me, met in thy wanderings a potation called a morn- 
ing's draught, which they who are conducted by others, where tliey them- 
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Bslvaa lack esperienee, are uaed to bestow upon tbose wiio undertake tha 
task of guide upon Biioh an occasion?" 

" I underaland yoa, sir," quoth the miustrel ; " and (ilthoogh monej, or 
dHiik-ffeld, as the I'leniiug calls it, ia rather a scarce commodity in the 
parae of one of my calling, yet aooording to my feehle ability, thou ahalt 
have no cause to complain that thine eyes or those of thy comrades have 
been damaged by a Scottish miat, while we can find an English coin to pay 
for the good liquor which would wash them clear." 

"Content," said the archer; "we now understand eacb other; and if 
difficulties arise on the road, thou shalt not want tlie countenance of Anthony 
to sail triumphantly through them. But thou badat better Jot thy son know 
soon of the early viatt to the abbot to-morrow, for thon raayst guess that wo 
cannot and dare not delay our departure for the convent a minute .ifter the 
eastern sky is ruddy; and, with other infirmities, young men often are 
prone to lazineaa and a love of ease." 

" Tbou shalt have no reason to think so," answered the minstrel ; "not 
the lark himself, when waked by the first ray peeping over the black cloud, 
springs more lightly to the sky, than will mj Augustine answer the same 
brilliant summons. And now we understand each other, I would only fur- 
ther pray you to forbear light talk while my son ia in yout company, — a boy 
of innocent life, and timid in conversation." 

"Nay, jolly minstrel," said tbe elder archer, "thou givest us bore too 
gross an example of Satan reproving sin. If thou hast followed thy orafl 
for twenty years, aa thou ^retendest, thy son, having kept thee company 
since childhood, must by this time be fit to open a school to teach even 
devils the practice of the seven deadly sins, of which none know the theory 
if those of the gay saience are lacking." 

"Truly, comrade, thou speakeat well," answered Bertram, "audi acknow- 
ledge that we minatrela are too much to blame in this matter. Nevertheless, 
in good sooth, the fault is not one of which I myself am particularly guilty; 
on the contrary, I tliink that he who would wish to have his own hair 
honoured when time has strewed it with silver, should so rein his mirth 
when in the presence of the young, as may show in what respect he holds 
innocence. I will, therefore, with your permission, speak a word to Augus- 
tine, that to-morrow we must be on foot early." 

"Do so, myfriend," said tha English soldier; "and do the same the moro 
speedily that our poor supper is still awaiting until thou art ready to par- 
take of it." 

" To which, I promise thee," swd Bertram, " I am disposed to entertain 

"Follow me, then," said Dickson, "and I will show thee where this 
young bird of thine has his nest." 

I'heir host accordingly tripped up the wooden stair, and tapped at a door, 
which he thus indicated was that of his younger guest. 

"Tour father," continued he, as the door opened, "would speak with, 
jou. Master Augustine." 

"Excuse me, my host," answered Augustine, "the truth ia, that this 
room being directly above jour eating- eb amber, nnd the flooring not in the 
best possime repair, I have been compelled to the unhandsome practice of 
eavesdropping, and not a word has escaped me that passed concerning my 
proposed residence at the abbey, our journey to-morrow, and the somewhat 
early hour at which I must shake on sloth, and, according to thy espres- 
sion, fly dovfn from the rooat." 

"And bow dost thou relish," said Dickson, "being left with the Abbot 
of Sajnt Bride's littla flock here." 

"Why, well," said the youth, "if the abbot is a man of respectability 
becoming his vocatiua, and not ono of those swaggering churchmen, wiic 
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Btrefeh out tba swoi'd, and bear tlieDiselres like rank soldiera in these trou- 
blous times." 

" For that, young mtister," said DioliBon, " if you let him put his hand 
deep Bnouj;h info your purse, he will hardly quarrol with any thing." 

" Then I will leave him to n>y father," replied Augustine, " who will not 
gtudee him any thing he asks in reason," 

" la that ease," replied the Scotchman, " you may tmat to our abbot for 
good aecommodation — and bo both sides are pleased." 

" It is well, my son," said Bertram, who now joined in the conversation ; 
"and that thou mayst be ready for early trarelling, I shall presently get 
oar host to send thee some food, after partaking of which thou shoui^st go 
to bod and sleep off the fatigue of to-day, since to-morrow will bring work 
for itself." 

" And as for tby engagement to these honest archers," answered Augus- 
tine, " I hope you will be able to do what will give pleasure to our guides, 
if thoy ore disposed to he civil and true men." 

" God bless thee, my child 1" answered Bertram ; " thou knowest already 
what would drag after thy beck aU the English archers tbat were ever on 
this side of the Solway, There is no fear of a grey goose shaft, if you emg 
a rereillez like to tliatwhichchimed even now from that silkennest of dainty 
young goldfinches." 

"Hold me as in readiness, then," sftid the seeming youth, "when you 
depart to-morrow morning. I am within hearing, I suppose, of the bells 
of Saint Bride's chapel, and hare no feai", through my sloth, of keeping yon 
or vour company wwting." 

*' Good night, and God bless thee, my child !" again said the minstrel ; 
"remember that your father sleeps not far distant, and on the slightest 
alarm will not fail to be with you. I need scarce bid thee recommend 
thyself, meantime, to the ^reatBeing, who is the friend and father of us all." 

The pilgrim thanked his supposed father for his evening blessing, and 
the visitors withdrew without farther speech at the time, leaving the young 
lady to those engrossing fears, which, the novelty of her situation, and the 
native delicacy of her ses being considered, naturally thronged upon' her. 

The tranip of a horse's foot was not long after heard at the house of 
Haaelside, and the rider was welcomed by iCa gai^iflon with marks of respect. 
Bertram understood bo much as to discover from the conversation of the 
warders that this late arrival was Aymer de Valence, the knight who com- 
manded the little party, and to the furniture of whose lance, as it was 
technically calSed, belonged the archers with whom we have already been 
acqaainted, a man-at-arms or two, a certain proportion of pages or grooms, 
and, in short, the command and guidance of the gai'rison at Thomas 
Dickson's, while in rank he was Deputy-governor of Douglas Castle. 

To prevent all suspicion respecting himself and hie companion, as weU 
as the risk of the latter being disturbed, the minstrel thought it proper to 

Firosent himBclf to the inspection of this knight, the great authority of the 
ittle place. He found him with as little scruple as the archers heretofore, 
making a supper of the relics of the roast beef. 

Before this young knight Bertram underwent an examination, while an 
old soldier toot down in writing such items of information as the examinata 
thought proper to express In his replies, both with regard to the minutiie 
of his present journey, his business at Castle Douglas, and his route when 
that business should be accomplished ; a much more minute examination, 
in a word, than he had hitherto undergone by the archers, or perhaps than 
was quite agreeable to him, being encumbered with at least the knowledge 
of one secret, whatever more. Not that this new osarainator had any 
thing stern or severe in his looks or his questions. As to the Erst, he was 
mild, gentle, and " meek as a maid," and possessed esaetly of the courteoua 
ribed by our father Chaucer to the pattern of ohlvalvy whom ho 
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deaoribea upon hia pilgrimage to Oacterbury. But with nil iiia genllenesa, 
De Valence showed a great degree of acuteness acd accuracy in hia queries; 
a,nd well pleased vias Bertram that the 3'oi)ng knight did Dob insist upon 
neeing his supposed eon, although even in that caae hia ready wit had 
resolved, like a seaman in a tempest, to saerifiee one part to preserve the 
rest. He was not, however, driven to this extremity, being treated by Sir 
Ajmer with that degree of courtesy which ia that ago men of flong were 
in general thought entitled to. The knight kindly and liberally consented 
ta the lad's remaining in the convent, as a fit and quiet residence fur a, 
stripling and an invalid, until Sir John de Waifon should oxpresa hia 
pleasure on the subject; aad Sir Aynior consented to this arrangement the 
more willingly, as it averted all possible danger of bringing disease into 
the English garrison. 

By the young knight's order, all in Dickson's house were despatched 
earlier to rest tlian usual ; the matia bell of the neighbouring chapel being 
the signal for tlieir assembly by daybreak. Tliey rendezvoused aocordingiy, 
and proceeded to Saint Bride's, where they heard mass, after ■which an 
interview took place between the abbot Jerome and the minstrel, in which 
the former undertook, with the permission of De Valenoe, to receive Augus- 
tine into hia abbey as a guest for a few days, less or more, and for which 
Bertram ptnmisad an acknowledgment in nama of alms, which was amply 
eatisfaotory. 

" So bo it," said Bertram, taking leave of his supposed son ; " i-ely on it 
I will not tarry a day longer at Douglas Castle than shall suffice for ti-aas- 
acling my business there, which is to look after the old books you wot of. 



and I will speedily return for thee to the Abbey of Saint Bride, to n 
ia company our journey homeward." 

" father," replied the youth, with a smile, " I fear if you get among 
romances and chronicles, you will be so earnest in your researches, that 
you will forget poor Augustine and his concerns," 

" Never fear me, Augustine," said the old man, making the motion of 
throwing a kiss towards the boy ; " thou art good and Tirtuous, and Heaven 
will not neglect thee, were thy father unnatural enough to do so. Believa 
mo, all the old songs since Merlin's day shall not make me forget thee." 

Thus they separated, the minstrel, with the English knight and hia 
reljnue, to move towards the castle, and the youth in dutiful attendance ou 
the venei-able abbot, who was delighted to find that his guest's thoughts 
turned rather upon spiritual things than on the morning repast, of the ap- 
proach of which he could not help being himself sensible. 



(eljnphr t\}t '^ixh 



To facilitate the progresa of the party on its way to Douglas Castle, the 
Knight of Valance offered the minstrel the convenience of a horse, whioh 
the fatigues of yesterday made him gladly accept. Any one acquainted 
with equestrian esercise, is aware that no means of refreshment carries 
away the sense of fatigue from over walking bo easily, aa the oEchange to 
riding, whioh calls into play another set of muscles, and leaves those which 
have been ovei exerted an opportunity of lestitig through change nf motion, 
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more completely than tfiey could in absolute repose. Sir Aymer de Valence 
wna sheathed in armour, and mounted oa his charger; ttroof the ariiherE, a 
groom uf mean rank, and a squire, who looked in his day for the honour of 
knighthood, completed tlie detnchment, which seemed eo disposed as to 
secure the minstrel from escape, and to protect him agoJnst violence. "Not," 
said the yoang knight, addressing himself to Bertram, " that there is usually 
danger in tritvelling in this country any more than in the most quiet dis- 
tricts of England; hut some disturhanoes, as you may have learnt, have 
broken out here within this last year, and have oansed tlie garrison of Castle 
Douglas to maintain a stricter watch. But let us move on, for the com- 
plexion of the day is congenial with the originnl derivation of the name of 
the country, and the description of the chiefs to whom it belonged — ShcUp" 
Dhu Glass — {see yon dark grey man,) and dark grey will our route prove 
this morning, though by good luck it ia not long." 

The morning was indeed what the original Gaelic words implied, a drizzly, 
dark, moist day; the mist had settled upon the hills, and unrolled itself upon 
brook, glade, and tarn, and the spring breeze was not powerful enough to 
raise the vei!, though from the wild sounds which were heard ocoasionally 
on the ridges, and through the glens, it might he supposed to wail at a sense 
of its own inability. The route of the travellers was directed by tlie course 
which the river had ploughed for itself down the valley, the banks of which 
bore in general that dark grey iivery which Sir Aymer de Valence hiid inti- 
mated to be the prevalent tint of the country. Some ineffectual struggles 
of tho sun ehot a ray here and there to salute the peaks of the hilts ; yet 
these were unable to surmount the dulness of a March morning, and, at so 
early an hour, produced a variety of shades, rather than a gleam of bright- 
neas upon the eastei'n horizon. The view was monotonous and depressing, 
and apparently the good knight Aymer sought some amusement in occasional 
talk with Bertram, who, as was usual with his craft, possessed a fund of 
knowledge, and a power of conversation, well salted to pass away a dull 
morning. The minstrel, well pleaaed to pick up such information as he 
might be able concerning the present stato of the country, embraced every 
opportunity of sustaining the dialogue. 

" I would speak with you, Sir Minstrel," said the young knight. " If 
thou dost not find the air of this morning too harsh for thine organs, heartily 
do I wish thou wouldst fairly tell me what can Lave induced thee, being, as 
thou seemet, a man of sense, to thrust thyself into a wild country like this, 
at such' a time.— And yon, my masters," addressing the archers and the rest 
of the party, "methinks it would be as fitting and seeming if you reined 
back your steeds for a horse's length or so, since I apprehend you can travel 
on your way without the pastime of minstrelsy." The bowmen took the 
hint, and fell back, but, as was expressed by their grumbling obsenations, 
by no means pleased that there seemed little chance of their overhearing 
■what conversation should pass between the young knight and the minstre^ 
which proceeded as follows -. — 

" I am, then, to understand, good minstrel," said the knight, " that you, 
who have in yoor time borne arms, and even followed Saint George's red- 
cross banner to the Holy Sepulchre, are so little tired of the danger attend- 
ing our profession, that jou feel jouteolf attracted unnecessarily to regions 
■where the sword, for ever loose in its aoabbard, is ready to start on the 
slightest provocation !" 

"It would be hard," replied the minstrel bluntly, "to answer such a 
question in the affirmative ; and yet, when you consider how nearly allied is 
his profession who celebrates deeds of arms with that of the knight who 

Serforms them, your honour, I think, will iiold it advisable that a minstrel 
esirouB of doing hia devoir, should, like a young knight, seek the truth of 
adventures where it is to be found, and rather visit counti'ios where the 
knowledge is preserved of high and noble deeds, than those lasy and quiet 
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realms, in which men live indolently, and die ignobly in peace, or by sen- 
tence of law. You yourself, sir, and those like ijfou, who hold life cheap in 

L -c _i — — ;j. ±1. 1, ji,,. —Qtli on the very same 

t Bertram from a far 
is dark country of rugged ScotJMid called 
idventures worthy of notice, and I (under 
favour for naming uB two in the same breath) seek a scanty and precarious, 
but not a diehonoQtable living, by preparine for immortality, as well as I 
can, the particulars of suoh exploits, eBpeoiaUy the names of those who were 
the heroes of these actions. Each, therefore, labours in his vocation ; nor 
can the one be justly wondered at more than the other, seeing tliat if there 
bs any difference in the degrees of danger to -which both the hero and the 
poet are exposed, the courage, strength, arms, and address of the valiant 
knight, render it safer for him to venture into scenes of pei'il, than for the 
poor man of rhyme." 

" You say well," answered the warrior ; " and although it is something 
of novelty to me to hear your craft represented as upon a level with my 
own mode of life, yet shame were it to say that the minatrel who toils so 
much to keep in memory the feats of gallant knighta should not himself' 
prefer fame to existence, and a single achievement of valour to a whole 
age without a name, or to affirm that he follows a mean and unworthy pro- 
fession." 

" Your worship will then acknowledge," said the minstrel, " that it is a 
legitimate object in such as myself, who, simple as I am, have taken my 
regular degrees among the professors of the gay science at the capital town 
of Aignes-Morfes, to struggle forward into this northern district, where I 
am well assured many things have happened which hare been. adapted to 
the harp by minstrels of great fame in ancient days, and have become the 
subject of lays whioh ]ie deposited in the library of Castle Douglas, whore, 
unless copied over by some one who understandfr the old British charaoters 
and language, they must, with whatever thoy may contain, whether of en- 
tettMnment or edification, be speedily lost to posterity. If these hidden 
treasures were preserved and recorded by the mmstJ'el art of my poor self 
and others, it might be held well to compensate for the risk of a chance blovr 
of a broadsword, or the sweep of a brown bill, while I am engaged in col- 
lecting them ; and I were unworthy of the name of a man, much more of 
an inventor or finder,* should I weigh the loss of life, a commodity always 
BO uncertain, against the chance of that immortality which will survive in 
my lay after ay broken voice and shivered harp snail no longer be able 
either to express tune or aocompany tale." 

" Certainly," said Sir Aymer, " having a hearb to feel such a motive, you 
have an undoubted right to express it ; nor should I have been in any degree 
disposed to question it had I iound many minsti'els prepared, like yourself, 
to prefer renown even to life itself, which most men think of greatly more 
consequence." 

"There are, indeed,, noble sir," replied Bertram, "minstrels, and, with 
your reverence, even belted knights themselves, who do not sufficiently value 
that renown which is acquired at the risk of life. To such ignoble men we 
must leave their own reward — let us abandon to them earth, .and the things 
of earth, since they cannot aspire to that glory which is the best reward of 

iheminstreluttered these last words with such enthusiasm, that the tnight 
drew his bridle, and stood fronting Bertram, with his countenance kindling 
at the same theme, on which, after a short silence, he expressed himself 
with a like vivaoity. 
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" Well fare tby heart, gay compaDion I I am happy to see there is still 
so much enthusiasm BurviviDg iu the world. Thoa haat fairly won the 
minstrel groat ; and if I do not pay it in conformity to my sense of thy 
merit, it shall be the fault of dame Fortune, who has graced my labours iu 
those Scottish wars with the niggard pay of Scottish money. A gold piece 
or two there must he remaining of the rauscm of one French inight, whom 
chance threw into my bands, and that, my friend, shall surely he thino 
own ; and hark thee, I, Aymer de Yalence, who now speak to thee, nm born 
of the noble House of Pembroke; and though now landless, shall, bv the 
grace of Our Lady, haye in time a fitting establishment, wherein I will find 
room for a minstrel like thee, if thy talents have not by that time found 
theo a better patron." 

" Thank thee, noble knight," said the minstrel, " as well for thy present 
intentions, as I hope I shall for thy future performance ; but I may say, 
with truth, that I have not the sordid inclination of many of my brethren." 
" He who partakes the true thirst of noble fame," said the young knight, 
" can have titfJe room in his heart for the love of gold. But thou hast not 
yet told me, friend minstrel, what are the motives, in particular, which have 
nttraoted thy wandering steps to this wild country?" 

" Were I to do so," replied Bertram, rather desirous to avoid the question, 
as in some respects too nearly boiTlering on the secret purpose of his jour- 
ney, " it might sound like a studied panegyric on thine own bold deeds. Sir 
Knight, and those of your companions in arms ; and such adulation, min- 
strel as I am, I hate liBe an empty cup at a companion's lips. But let me 
say in few words, that Douglas Oastle, and the deeds of valour which it has 
witnessed, have sounded wide through England ; nor is there a gallant 
knight or trusty minstrel, whose heart does not throb at the name of the 
stronghold, which, in former days, the foot of an Englishman never entered, 
except in hospitality. There is a magic in the very names of Sir John de 
Walton and Sir Aymer de Valenoe, the gallant defenders of a place so often 
won hack by its ancient lords, and with such oircamstancos of valour and 
cruelty, that it bears, in England, the name of the Dangerous Castle." 

"Yet I would fain hear," answered the knight, "your own minstrel ac- 
count of those legends which liave induced you, for the amusement of future 
times, to visit a country which, at this period, is so distracted and perilous." 
"If you can endure the length of a minstrel tale," said Bertram — " I for 
one am always amused by the esercise of my vocation, and have no objeo- 
»ion to tell my story, provided you do not prove an impatient liatoner." 

" Nay, for that matter," said the young knight, "a fair listener thou shalt 
have of me ; and if my reward be not great, my attention at least shall be 
remarkable." 

"And he," said the minstrel, "must be a poorgleeman who does not hold 
himself better paid with that, than with gold or silver, were the pieces 
]i]n"lish rose-nobles. On this condition, then, I begin a long story, which 
may, in one or other of its details, find subject for better minstrels than 
myself, and bo listened to by such warriors as you hundreds of years 



.eJbyGoogle 



ekhtj-ft 
ofSootls 



CASTI.B DANGEROUS 



€^ai^Ut tljs /nnitlj. 



.s nbout tl Y f d pt e thousand two hundred and 

j-ftTe years,' b tb m t I wh n King Alexander tho Third 

if^Sootland lost hi U elt M g t ■Hh only child of the eame name, 
Balled the Maiden fWrwy( h fth was king of that country,) 
hecame the heiress f th ki gd m f S tl nd, aa well as of her father's 
crown. An unhappy d th was th f Alexander, who had no nearer 
heirs left of his own body than this grandchild. She indeed might claim 
his king^dom by birthrignt; but the difficulty of estabiishing such a claim 
of inhevitfl,nee mnat have been anticipated by all who bestowed a thought 
upon the subject. The Scottish king, therefore, endeavoured to make up 
for his loss by replacing his late Qneen, who was an English princess, sisler 
of our Edward the First, with Juletta, daughter of the Count de Dreus. 
The solpmnities at the nuptial ceremony, which took place in the town of 
Jedburgh, were Tery great and reraarkanle, and particularly when, amidst 
the display of a pageant which was esbibited on the occasion, a ghnstiy 
spectra roads its appearance in the form of a skeleton, as the Kin^ of Ter^ 
rors is said to be represented.— Your worship ia free to laugh at this, if you 
think it a proper subject for mirth ; but men are alite who viewed it with 
their own eyes, and the event showed too well of what misfortunes this 
apparition was the singular prognostication." 

"I hftve heard the etoi^," said the knight; "but the monk who told it 
me, suggested that the figure, though unhappily chosen, was perhaps pur- 
posely infroduced as a part of the pageant." 

" I know not that," said tho minstrel, dryly ; " but there is no doubt that 
shortly after this apparition King Alexander died, to the great sorrow of his 
people. The Maid of Norway, his heiress, speedily followed her grandfather 
to the grave, and our English king, Sir Knight, raked up a claim of depen- 
dency and homage duo, he said, by Scotland, which neither the lawyers, 
nobles, priesia, nor the very minstrels of Scotland, had ever before heard of." 

" Now, besbrew me," interrupted Sir Avmor de Valence, " this is beyond 
bargain. I agreed to hear your tale with patience, but I did not pledge 
myself that it should contain matter to the reproach of Edward the First, 
of blessed memory ; nor will I permit his name to be mentioned in my 
hearing without the respect due his high rank and noble qualities." 

" Nay," said the minstrel, " I am no highland bagpiper or genealogist, to 



carry respect for my art so far as to quarrel wilh a man of worship who 
stops ma at the beginning of a pibroiA. I am an Englishman, and wish 
dearly well to my country ; and, above all, I nmat speak the truth. But I 
will avoid disputable topics. Your aga, sir, though none of the ripest, 
authorines me to suppose you may have seen the battie of Falkirk, and 
other onslaughts in which the competition of Bruoe and Baliol has been 
fiercely agitated, and you will permit me Is say, that if the Scottish have 
not had the right upon their side, they have at least defended the wrong 
with the efforts of brave men and true." 

" Of brave men I grant you," said the knight, " for I have seen no cowards 
amongst thera ; but as for (ruth, they can best judge of it who know how 
often they have sworn faith to England, and how repeatedly they have 
broken their vow." 
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"I shall not etir the i^aestion," eaid tha miDstrel, "leaTing. it lo your 
worship to detei-miae which has most falaehood — he who oompels a weaker 
person to take an unjust.oath, or he who, oompellod hy necessity, takes the 
imposed oath without the intention of keeping his word." 

■' Nay, nay," said De Valeaoe, " let us keep our opinions, for we are not 
likely to force each other from the faith we have adopted on this sobjeot. 
But take my advice, and whilst thou travellest under an English pennon, 
take heed that thou keepest ofP this conversation in the fiall and kitchen, 
where perhaps the soldier may be less tolerant than the officer; and cow, 
in a word, what is tiij legend of this Dangerous Caatle?" 

■ " For that," replied Bertram, " methinks your worship is most likely to 
have a better edition tlian I, who haye not been in this countiT for many 
years ; but it is not for me to bandy opinions with your knightship. I will 
even proceed with the tale as I hare heard it. I need not, I presume, 
inform your worship that the Lords of Douglas, who founded this castle, 
are second to no lineage in Scotland in the antiquity of their descant. Nay, 
they have themselves boasted that their family is not to be seen or distin- 
guished, like other great houses, until it is fonnd at once in a certain degree 
of eminence. 'You may see us in the tree,' they say, 'you cannot discover 
us in the twig; joa may see us in the stream, you cannot trace us to the 
fountain.' In a word, they deny that historians or genealogists can point 
out the first mean man named Douglas, who originally elevated the family ; 
and true it is, that so far back as we have known this race, they have 
always been renowned for valour and enterprise, accompanied with the 
power which made that enterprise effectual." 

"Enough," said' the knight, "I have heard of the pride and power of that 
great family, nor does it interest me in the least to deny or detract from 
their bold oliums to consideration in this respect." 

"Without doubt you must also have heard, noble sir," replied tha min- 
strel, "many things of James, the present heir of the house of DoDglas?" 

"More than enough," answered the English knight; "he is known to 
have been a stout supporter of' that outlawed tr^tor, William "Wallace; and 
again, upon the first raising of the banner by this Robert Bruce, who pro- 
tends to be King of Scotland, this young spi-icgald. James Douglas, must 
needs start into rebellion anew. He plunders his uncle, the Archbisliop of 
St. Andrews, of n considerable sum of money, to fill the Scottish Usurper's 
not over-batdened treasury, debauches the servants of his relation, takes 
arms, and tbouffh repaatadly obaatised in the field, still keeps his vaunt, and 
threatens mischief to those, who, in the name of his rightful sovereign, 
defend the Castle of Douglasdale." 

" It is your pleasure to say so. Sir Knight," replied Bertram ; " yet I am 
sure, were you a Scot, you would with patience hear me tell over what has 
been said of this young man by those who have known him, and whose 
account of his adventures shows how differently tlie same tale may be told. 
These men talk of the present heir of this ancient family as fuliv adequate 
to maintain and augment its reputation ; ready, indeed, to undergo every 

Eeril in the cause of Robert the Bruce, because the Bruce is esteemed by 
im his lawful king ; and sworn and devoted, with such small strength as 
he can muster, to revenge himself on those Southrons who have, for several 
years, as he thinks, unjustly, possessed themselves of his father's abode." 
" 0," replied Sir Aymer de Valenee, " we have heard much of his achieve- 
ments in this respect, and of his threats against our governor and ourselves ; 
f'et we think it scarce likely that Sir John de "Walton will move from Doug- 
asdale without the King s order, although this James Dooglaa, a mere 
chicken, take upon himself to crack his voice by crowing like a cock of the 

" Sir," answered Bertram, "our acquaintance is but brief, and yet I feel 
it has been so beneficial to nie, that I trust there is no harm in hoping that 



.eubyGoOgIC 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. 281 

Jaiiiea Douglas and you may nevBr meet in bodily presence till t!ie state of 
tha two countries shall admit of peace being between jou." 

"Thou art obliging, frleDd," answered Sir Aymer, "and, I doubt not, 
EJncere ; and truly thou seeniest to bave a wholesome sense of tha respect 
due to this young knight, when men talk of bim in his native valley of 
Douglas. For me, I am only poor Aymer of Valence, without an acre of 
land, or much hope of aeq^uiring any, unless I cut something huge with, 
my broadsword out of the middle of these hills. Only this, good minstrel, 
if thou livest to tell my story, may I pray thee to use thy scrupulous custom 
of seiirching out the verity, and whetner I live or die thou shalt not, I think, 
discover that thy late acquaintance of a spring morning hath added more to 
the laurels of James of Douglas, than any man's deaUi mast give to him 
by whose stronger arm, or more lucky chance, it is hia lot to fall." 

" I nothing fear jou. Sir Knight," said the minstrel, " for yours is that 
happy brain, which, bold in youth as beseems a young knight, is in more 
advanced life tha happy source of prudent counsel, of which I would not, 
by an early death, wish thy country to be depriued." 

" Thou art so candid, then, as to wish Old England the benefit of good 
advice," said Sir Aymer, "though tbou leanest to the side of Scotland in 
the controversy?" 

"Assuredly, Sir Knight," said the minstrel, "since in wishing that Scot- 
land and England each knew their own true interest, I am bound to wish 
them both alike well; and they should, I think, desire to live in friendship 
together. Occupying each their own portion of tha same island, and living 
under the same laws, and being at peace with each other, they might with- 
out fear, lace the enmity of the whole world." 

" " ■' faith be sq ubera!," answered the 1 
must certainly pray, Sir Minstrel, fc 

y which alone these murderous hostilities of the northern nadoa 
can end in a solid peace. The rebellions of this obstinate country are but 
the struggles of the stag when ho is mortally wounded ; the animal grows 
weaker and weaker with every struggle, till his resiatanca is effectually 
tamed by the hand of death." 

" Not BO, Sir Knight," said the minstrel ; " if my creed is well taught 
me, we ought not so to pray. We may, without offence, intimate in our 
prayers the end we wish to obtain; but it is not for us, poor mortals, to 
point out to an all-seeing Providence the preeiea manner in which our peti- 
tions are to be accomplished, or to wish the downfell of a country to end 
its commotions, as the death-sttib terminates the agonies of the wounded 
stag. Whether I appeal to my heart or to my nnaerstanding, the dictate 
would be to petition Heaven for what is just and equal in the ease ; and if 
I should fear for thee. Sir Knight, in an encounter with James of Douglas, 
it ia only because he upholds, as I conceive, the better side of the debate; 
and powers more earthly have presaged to him success." 

"Do you tall ma so. Sir Minstrel," said De Valence in a threatening tone, 
"knowmg me and my of&ce?" 

" Your personal dignity and authority," said Bertram, " cannot change 
the right into wrong, or avert what Proyidenoe has decreed to take place. 
You know, I must presume, thai the Douglas hath, by various devices, 
already contrived to make himself master of this Castie of Douglas throe 
several times, and that Sir John de Walton, the present governor, holds it 
with a. garrison trebled in force, and under the assurance that if, without 
surprise, he should keep it fi-om the Scottish power for a year and a day, 
he shall obtain lie barony of Douglas, with its eifensive appendages, in 
free property for his reward; while, on the other band, if ho shall suffer 
the fortress during Ihia space to be taken, either by guile or by open force, 
as has happened successively to the holders of tha Dangerous Castle, he will 
become liable to dishonour as a knight, and to attainder as a subject ; and 
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the chiefs who take share wilh him, and sarve under him, wil! partioipato 
also in his guilt nud his punishment t" 

"All this I know well," said Sir Ajmer; "and I only wonder that, hav- 
ing become public, the eonditions have, cevertheleas, been told with so much 
noouraoj; but what has this fo do with the issue of the combat, if the Doug- 
las and I should, chance to meet? I will not surely ho disposed to fight 
with less animation because I wear my fortune upon my sword, or become 
coward because I fight for a portion of the Douglas's estate, as well as for 
fame and for ffttherland? And after all" 

" Hear me," siud the minstro! ; " an ancient gleeman haa said, that in a 
false quarrel there is no true valour, and the loa or praise won therein, is, 
when Dalanced against honest fame, as Taluelesa as a wreath formed out of 
copper, compared to a chaplet of pure gold ; but I hid you not take me for 
thy warrant in this important question. Thou well knoweat how James of 
Thirlwall, the last Bncliah commander before Sir John de Walton, was 
surprised, and the castle sacked with circumstnneea of great inhumanity." 

"Truly," said Sir Ajmer, "I think that Scotiand and England both hove 
heard of that onslaught, and of tha disgusting prooeedings of the Scottish 
chieftain, when he caused transport into theVild forest gold, silver, ammu- 
nition, and armour, and all things that could be easily removed, and de- 
stroyed a large quantity of provisions in a manner equally savage and 
unhsard-of." 

"Perhaps, Sir Knight," said Bertram, "you were yourself an eyewitness 
of that transaction, which has been spoken of far and wide, and is called 
the Douglas Larder!" 

"I saw not the actual accomplishment of the deed," said De Valence; 
" that is, I witnessed it not a^MiQing, but I beheld enough of the sad relics 
to make the Douglas Larder n§yer by me to be forgotten as a record of 
horror and abomination, I would speak it truly, by the hand of my father 
and by my honour as a knight ! and I will leave it to thee to judge whether 
it was a deed calculated to secure the smiles of Heaven in favour of the 
actors. This is my edition of the story: — 

"A large quantity of provisions had during two years or thereabouts 
been collected from different pointa, and ths Castle of Douglas, newly re- 
paired, and, as was thought, carefully guarded, was appointed as the place 
where the said provisions were to be put in store for the service of the King 
of England, or of the Lord Clifford, whichever should first enter the Western 
Hai'ches with an English army, and stand in need of such a supply. This 
army was also to relieve our wants, I mean those of my uncle the Earl of 
Pembroke, who for some time before had lain with a considerable force in 
the town called Ayr, near the old Caledonian Forest, and where we hod hot 
wars with the insurgent Soots. Well, sir, it happened, as in similar cases, 
that Tirlwall, though a bold and active soldier, was surprised in the Castie 
of Douglas, about Hiillowmass, by this same worthy, young James Douglas. 
In no very good boraour was he,- as you may suppose ; for his father, called 
William the Hardy, or William Longlegs, having refosed, on any terms, to 
become Anglicized, was made a lawful prisoner, and died as such, closely 
confined in Berwick, or, as some say, in Newoastie. The news of his 
father's death had put young Douglas into no small rage, and tended, I 
think, to suggest what he did in his resentment. Embarrassed by the 
quantity of provisions which ho found in the castle, which, the English 
being superior in the country, he had neither the means to remove, nor the 
leisure to stay and consume, the fiend, as I think, inspired him with a con- 
trivance to render them unfit for human use. Yuu shall judge yourself 
whether it was likely to he suggested by a good or an evil spirit. 

"According to this device, the gold, silver, and other ti'ansportablo com- 
modities being carried to secret places of safety, Douglas caused the meat, 
the malt, and other corn or grain, to be brought down into the castie cellar, 
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where he emptied (he contents of the aaeks into one loafhsomo heap, striking 
oat the heads of the barrals and puncliGons, bo as Ifl let the mingled drink 
run through the heap of meal, grain, and so forth. The huUooks provided 
for slaughter were in like manner knocked on the head, and theiv blood 
suffered to drain into the moss of edible substances; and lastly, the flesh 
of these osea was buried in the same mass, in ■which was also included the 
dead bodies of those in the oaatle, who, receiving no quarter from the 
Douglas, paid dear enough for having kept no better watoh. This base and 
unworthy abuse of provisions intended for the use of man, together with 
throwing into the well of the oaatle carcasses of men and horses, and other 
filth for polluting the same, has since that time been called the Douglas 

IiAKUBB. 

" I pretend not, good Sir Ajmer," said the minstrel, " to vindicate what 
you justly reprove, nor can I conceive any mode of rendering provisions 
arranged after the form of the Douglas Larder, proper for the use of any 
Christian ; yet this young gentleman might perhaps act under the sting of 
natural resentment, rendering his singular exploit more excusable than it 
may seem at first. Think, if your own noble father bad just died in a lin- 
gering captivity, his inheritance aeised upon, and occupied as a garrison by 
a ibreign enemy, would not these things stir you to a mode of resentment, 
which in cold blood, and judging of it as the action of an enemy, your 
honour might hold in natural and laudable abhorrence! — "Would you pay 
respeat to dead and senseless objects, which no one could blame your appro- 
priating to your own use, or even scruple the refusal of quarter to prisoners, 
which 13 so often practised even in wars which are otherwise termed fair 
and humane?" 

"You press me close, minstrel," said Aymer de Valence. "I at'least 
have no great interest to excuse the Douglas in this matter, since its eonae- 
quences were, that I myself, and the rest of my uncle's host, laboured with 
Clifford and his army to rebuild tliis same Dangerous Castle; and feeling 
no stomach for the cheer that the Douglas had left us, we anfifered hard 
commons, though I acknowledge we did not hesitate to adopt for our own 
use such sheep and oxen as the miserable Soots had stili left around their 
farm-houses; and I jest not, Sir Minstrel, when I acknowledge in sad 
earnest, that we martial men ought to make our petitions with peculiar 
penitence to Heaven for mercy, when we reflect on the various miaeriea 
which the nature of our profession compels us to inflict on each other." 

" It seems to me," answered the minstrel, " that those who feel the stings 
of their own conscience should be more lenient when they speak of the 
offences of others; nor do I greatly rely on a sort of prophecy which was 
delivered, as the men of this hill district say, to the young Douglas, by a 
man who in the course of nature should have been long since dead, pro- 
mising him a course of success against the English for having sacrificed 
Lis own castle to prevent their mating it a garrison." 

" We have time enough for the story," said Sir Aymer, " and methinks 
it would suit a knight and a minstrel better than the grave converse we 
have hitherto held, which would have beseemed — so God save me — the 
mouths of two travelUng friars." 

" So be it," said the minsti-ei ; " the rote or the viol easily changes ita 
time and varies its note," 
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Clmiiln t!iE /iftli. 



" Yoca honour mast be informed, gentle Sir Ajmer de Valence, that I 
have heard this story told at a great distance from the land in which it 
happened, by a sworn minstrel, the ancieat friend and servant of the housa 
of Douglas, one of the best, it is said, who ever belonged to that noble 
family. This minstrel, Hugo Hogonet by name, attended his young master 
when on this fterce exploit, as was his wont, 

" The castle was in total tumult ; in one corner the war-men were busy 
breaking up and destroying provisions ; in another, they were slaying men, 
horses, and cattle, and these actions were accompanied with appropriate 
BOundH. Tha cattle, particalarly, had become sensible of their imiianding 
fate, and with awkward resistance and piteous cries, testified that reluctance 
with which these poor creatures look instinctively on the shambles, Tbs 
groans and screams of men, undergoing, or about to undergo, the stroke of 
death, and the screeches of the poor horses which were in mortal agony, 
formed a fearful chorus. Hugonet was desirous to retnoTe himself from 
such unpleasant sights and sounds ; but his master, tha Douglas, had been 
a man of some reading, and his old servant was anxious to secure a book 
of poetry, bj which he had been attached of old. This contained the Lays 
of an ancient Scottish Bard, who, if an ordinary human creature while be 
was in this life, cannot now perhaps be exactly termed such. 

"He was, in short, that Thomas, distinguished by the name of tha 
Ehjmer, and whose intimacy, it is said, became so great with the gifted 

Seople, called the FaSi-j folk, that he could, like them, foretell the future 
eea before it came to pass, and united in his own person the quality of 
bard and of soothsayer. But of late years he had vanished almost entirely 
from this mortal scene ; and although the time and manner of his death 
were never publicly known, yet the general belief was, that ha was not 
severed from the land of the living, but removed to the land of FaBry, from 
whence he sometimes made excursions, and conqerned himself only about 
matters which were to como hereafter. Hugonet was the more earnest to 
prevent the loss of the works of this ancient bard, as many of his poems 
and predictions were said to be preserved in the castle, and were supposed 
to eontmn much especially oonaeoted with the old house of Douglas, as well 
as other families of ancient descent, who had been subjects of this old man's 
prophecy; and accordingly ho determined to save this volume from de- 
struction in the general confiagration to which the buildingwas about to be 
consigned by the heir of its ancient proprietors. With this view he hurried 
up into the little old vaulted room, called ' the Douglas's study,' in which 
there might be somo dozen old books written by the ancient chaplains, in 
what the minstrels call ifie letter Mack. He immediately discovered the 
celebrated lay, called Sir Tristrem, which has been so often altered and 
abridged as to bear littlo resemblance to the original. Hugonet, who well 
knew the value in which this poem was held by the ancient lords of the 
eastle, took the parchment volume from the shelves of the library, and laid 
it upon a small desk adjacent to the Baron's chair. Having made such 
preparation for putting it in safety, he fell into a brief reverie, in which the 
dec:»y of light, and the preparations for the Douglas Larder, but especially 
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the last siglit of objects v/hiah had been famihap to his ejes, bow on the eve 
of desta'uctloD, engaged him at that moment. 

"The bard, therefore, was thinking ivithin himself upon tho uncommon 
misture of the mystical scholar and warrior in his old master, when, as ho 
bent his eyea apon the book of the ancient Ehjwer, he viaa astonished to 

h e 't slowly remo ed f ora the desk on which it lay by an invisible 
h d rh Id I k d w th horror at the spontaneona motion of the 

hoik f th f ty f 1 1 he was interested, and had the courage to 

PI hi ttl th table, in order to discover by what meana it had 

I h d th m wia already becoming dark, so as to render it 

dfB ittodtg h yp son in the chair, though it now appeared, oa 

1 som t th t L d of shadowy outline of a haman form waa 

ted t b t n th p se eaoagh to convey its exact figure to the 
m d d t 1 d t ntimate distinctly its mode of action. The 

B d f D glaa tl f gaaed upon the objeot of his fear, as if he had 
I k d p n th t rtal ; nevertheless, aa he gazed more intently, 

h b m p 1 1 f discovering tho objeot which offered itself to 

h y d tl J g by degrees more keen to penetrate what they 

w t ! A t. U tl f attired in, or rather shaded with, a long 

fl w g d ky L 1 g fioe and physiognomy so wild and overgrown 
w th h as tu b h dly 1 man, were the only marked outlines of the 
ph to d 1 k g attentively, Hugonet was still sensible of two 

th f th tl t emed, of a hart and a hind, which appeared 

h If t 1 It th m 1 b hind the person and under the robe of this 

"A probable tale," aaid the knight, "for you, Sir Minstrel, a man of 
sense as you seem to be, to recite ao gravely I From what wise authority 
have you had this tale, which, though it might paaa well enough amid 
clanging beakers, must be held quite apocryphal in the sober hours of the 
morning?" 

" By my minstrel word, Sir Knight," answered Bertram, " I am no 
propagator of the fable, if it be one ; Hugonet, the violer, when he liad 
retired into a cloister near the Lake of Pembelmere in Wales, eomraunicated 
the story to me as I now tell it. Therefore, as it was upon the authority of 
eyewitness, I apologize not for relating it to you, since 1 could hardly 
over a more direct source of knowledge." 

Be it BO, Sir Minstrel," Baid the knight; "tell on thy talc, and may 
thy legend escape criticism from others as well as from me." 

" Hugonet, Sir Knight," answered Bertram, " was a hol^ man, and 
maintained a fair character during his whole life, notwithstanding hia trade 
may be esteemed a light one. The vision spoke to him in an antique 
language, like that formerly used in the kingdom of Strath-Olyde, being a 
species of Soota or Gaelic, which few would have comprehended. 

"' Yott ate a learned man,' said the appai'ition, 'and not unacquainted 
with the dialects used in your country formerly, although thev are now out 
of date, and you are obliged to translate them into the vulgar Saxon of 
Deira or Northumberland; but highly must an ancient British bard priae 
one in this "remote term of time," who sets upon the poetry of his native 
country a value whioh invites him to think of its preservation at a moment 
of such terror as influences the present evening.' 

" ' It ia, indeed,' said Hugonet, ' a night of terror, that calls even the 
dead from the grave, and makes them the ghastly and fearful companions 
of the living — Who or what art thou, in God's name, who breakest the 
bounds which divide them, and revlsltest thus strangely the state thou hast 
so long bid adieu to?' 

" ' I am,' replied the vision, ' that celebrated Thomas the Rhymer, by 
some called Thomas of Brceldouc, or Thomas tho True Speaker. Like 
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Other sages, I om permitted at times to revisit the Boenea of my former lifo, 
nor am I incapable of reiiiOTing the shadowy oloudfi and darkness which 
OTerbaog futurity ; and know, thoa afflicted man, that what thou now seest 
in this woful country, is not a general emblem of what ahall therein befall 
hereafter, but in proportion as the Douglasses are now suffering the loss 
and destruction of their home for their loyalty to the rightful iieir of the 
Seottish kingdom, so hath Heaven appointed for them a juHt reward; and 
as tliey have not spared to burn and destroy their own house and that of 
their fathera in the Bruce's cause, so is it the doom of Heaven, that as often 
as the walla of Douglas Castle sha!l be burnt to the ground, they ahali be 
again rebuilt still more stately and more ma^ificent than before/ 

"Aery was now heard like tliat of a multitude in the courtyard, joining 
in a fierce ehout of esaltation; at the same time a broad and ruddy glow 
seemed to burst from tie beams and rafters, and sparks flew from them as 
from the smith's stithy, while the element caught to its fuel, and the oon- 
flagration broke its way through every aperture. 

'"See ye that?' said the -vision, casting his eye towards the windows and 
disappearing—' Begone I The fated hour of removing this book is not yet 
come, nor are thine the destined hands. But it will be safe where I have 
placed it, and the time of its removal shall come.' The Toice was heard 
after the form had vanishotl, and the brain of Hugonot almost turned round 
at the wild aeena which be beheld; his utmost exertion waa scarcely sof- 
fleient to withdraw him from the terrible spot, and Douglas Castle that 
night sunk into ashes and smoke, to arise, in no great length of time, in a 
form stronger than ever." The minstrel stopt, and his hearer, the English 
knirfit, remained silent for some minutes ere at length he replied, 

"It is true, minstrel," answered Sir Aymer, " that your tale is so far 
undeniable, that this castle — three times burned down by the heir of the 
house and of the barony— -has hitherto been as often reared again by Henry 
Lord Clifibrd, and other generals of the English, who endeayoured on every 
oooasion to build it up more artificially and more strongly than it had 
formerly existed, since it occupies a position loo important to the safety of 
our Scottish border to permit our yielding it up. This I myself hava 
partly witnessed. But I cannot think, that because the castle has been so 
destroyed, it is therefore decreed so to be repaired in future, considering 
that such cruelties, as surely cannot meet the approbation of Heaven, have 
attended the feats of the Douglasses. But I see thou art determined to 
keep thine own faith, nor can I blame thee, since the wonderful turns of 
fate which have attended this fortress, are sufficient to warrant any one to 
watch for what seem the peculiar indications of the wiil of Heaven ; but 
thoa mayst believe, good minstrel, that the fault shall not be mine, if tha 
young Douglas shall have opportunity to exercise his cookery upon a second 
edition of his family larder, or to profit by the predictions of Thomas tlie 
Ehymer." 

" I do not doubt due eircumspeciion upon your own part and Sir John de 
Walton's," said Bertram ; " but there is no crime in my saying (hat Heaven 
can accomplish its own pur|}oses. I look upon Douglas Castle as in some 
degree a fated place, and X long to see what changes time may have made 
in it daring the currency of twenty years. Above all, I desire to seeure, if 
possible, the volume of this Thomas of Srcoldoun, having in it such a fund 
of forgotten minstrelsy, and of prophecies respecting the future fates of 
the British kingdom, both northern and southern." 

The knight made no answer, but rode a little spaoe forward, keeping the 
upper part of the ridge of the water, by which the road down the vale 
Beemed to be rather sharply conducted. It at length attained the summit 
of an acclivity of considerable length. From this point, and behind a con- 
spiououB rock, which appeared to nave been pushed aside, as it were, lilie 
the scene of a tlieatre to admit a view of the under part of the valley, the 
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Irarellers fcelield the e5:tenaii'e vale, pnrta of which have been already 
shoWD in detail, butTthioh, na the river became nnvrower, was now entirely 
laid bare in ita height and depUi as far as it estended, and displayed in its 
preoinets, at ft little distance from the course of the stream, Uia towering 
and lordly obbQb to which it gave the name. The mist which continued to 
eaoumber the valley with its Eeeoy clouds, showed imperfectly the rude 
fortifications which served to defend the small town of Douglas, which waa 
strong enough to repel a desultory attack, but not to withstand what waa 
called in those daja a formal siege. The most striking feature waa its 
church, an ancient Gothic pile raised on an eminence in the centre of the 
town, and even then estremaly ruinoua. To the left, and lying in the dis- 
tiinoe, might be seen other towers and battlements; and divided from the 
town by a piece of artificial water, which extended almost around it, arose 
the Dangerous Castle of' Douglas. 

Sterniy was it fortified, after the fashion of the middle ages, with donjon 
and battlements; displaying, above others, the tall tower, which bore the 
name of Lord Henry's, or the Olifford'a Tower. 

" Yonder is the castle," said Aymer da Talenoo, extending his arm with 
ft smile of triumph upon his brow; "thou mayst judge thyself, whether 
the defences added to it under the Clifford are likely to render its nest cap- 
ture a more easy deed than the last." 

The minstrel barely shook his head, and quoted from the Psalmist — 
"Nisi Doniiitiis eusiodiet." Nor did he prosecute the discourse, though De 
Viilenoe answered eagerly, " My own edition of the test is not very di& 
ferent from thine; but, mathinka thou art more spi ritual I j-roinded than 
can always he predicated of a wandering minetrei." 

" God knows," s^d Bertram, " that if I, or auch as I, are forgetful of 
the finger of Providence in accomplishing ita purposes in this lower world, 
wa have heavier bl.ime than that of other people, since we are perpetually 
called upon, in the exercise of our fanciful profession, to admire the turns 
of fate which bring good out of evil, and which render those who think 
only of their own passions and purposes the eseoutors of the will of 

" I do submit to what you say. Sir Minstrel," answered the knight, " and 
it would he unlawful to express any doubt of the truths which you speafc 
so solemnly, any more than of your own belief in them. Let me ftdd, sir, 
that 1 think I have power enough in this garrison to bid you welcome, and 
Sir John de Walton, I hope, will not refuse access to hall, castle, or knight's 
bower, to a person of your profeswon, and by whose conversation we shall, 
perhaps, profit somewhat. I cannot, however, lead you to expect such 
indulgence for your son, considering the present state of his health ; but if 
I procure him the privilege to remain at the convent of Saint Bride, ha will 
be there unmolested and in safety, until jou have renewed your acquaint- 
ance with Douglas Dale and its history, and are disposed to set forward on 
your journey." 

" I embrace yonr honour's proposal the more willingly," said the minstrel, 
" that I can recompense the Father Abhct." 

" A main point with holy men or women," replied De Valence, " who, in 
time of warfare, subaist by affording the visitoi-s of their shrine the means 
of maintenance in tbeir cloiaters for a passing season." 

The party now approached the sentinels on guard at the castle, who were 
closeiy and thickly staUoned, and who respectfully admitted Sir Aymer de 
Valence, as next in command under Sir John de Walton. Pabian — for so 
was the young squire named who attended on De Valence — mentioned it 
as his master's pleasure that the minstrel should alao be admitted. 

An old archer, however, looked hard at the minstrel as he followed Sir 
Aymer. "It ia not for ua," said he, " or any of our degree, to oppose the 
pleasure of Sir Aymer da Valence, nephew to the Earl of Pembroke, in 
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saoh a matter; and for us, Master TabiaD, welcoroo are jou to irnalte the 
gleeman yoar companion both at hed and board, aa well as jour visitant, a 
week or two at the Caatle of Douglas; but your worship is well aware ol 
the strict order of watch Irud npon us, and if Solomon, King of Israel, were 
to come here as a travelling minstrel, by mj faith I durst not give him 
antranee, unless I had positive authority from Sir John de Walton," 

" 00 you doubt, sirrah," said Aymer ae Valence, who returned on hoaring 
an altercation betwixt Fabian and the archer — " do you doubt that I have 
good authority to entertain a guest, or do you presume to contest it J" 

" Heaven forbid 1" said the old man, " that I should presume to place my 
own desire in opposition to your worship, who has so lately and so honour- 
ably acquired your spurs ; but in this matter I must think what will be the 
wish of Sir John do Walton, who is your governor, Sir Knight, as well as 
mine ; and so far I hold it worth while to detain your guest until Sir John 
return from a ride to the outposts of the oastle; and this, I conceive, being 
my duty, will be no matter of offence to your worship," 

" Methinks," said the knight, " it is saucy in thee to suppose that my 
commands can have any thing in them improper, or contradictory to those 
of Sir John de Walton ; thou mayst trust to me at least that thou shalt 
come to no barm. Keep this man in the guard-room ; let him not want 
good cheer, and when Sir John de Walton returns, report him as a person 
admitted by my invitation, and if any thin^ more be wanted t« make out 
your excuse, I shall not be reluctant in stating it to the governor." 

The archer made a signal of obedience with the pike which he held in 
his hand, and resuioed the grave and sokmo manner of a sentinel upon his 
post. He first, however, ushered in the minstrel, and furnished him with 
food and liquor, speaking at the same time to Fabian, who remained behind. 
The smart young stripling had become very proud of late, in oonsequence 
of obtaining the name of Sir Aymer's squire, and advancing a step in 
chivalry, as Sir Aymer himself had, somewhat earlier than the usual period, 
been advanced from squire to knjght. 

"I tell thea, Fabian," said the old archer, {whose gravity, sagacity, and 
skill in his vocation, while they gained him the confidence of all in the 
caslle, subjected him, as he himself said, ocoasionally to the ridicule of the 
young coseombs ; and at the same time we may add, rendered him some- 
what pragmatic and punctilious towards those who stood higher than him- 
self in birth and rank ;} " I tell thoe, Fabian, lion wilt do thy master. Sir 
Aymer, good service, if thou wilt give him a hint to suffer an old archer, 
man-at-arms, or such like, to give nim a fair and civil answer respecting 
that which ho commands; for undoubtedly it is not in the first score of a 
man's years that he learns the various proper forms of military service ; 
and Sir John de Walton, a most excellent commander no doubt, is one 
earnestly bent on pursuing the strict line of his duty, and will be rigorously 
severe, as well, believe me, with thy master as with a lesser person. Nay, 
he also possesses that zeal for his duty which induces him to throw blame, 
if there be the slightest ground for it, upon Aymer de Valence himself, 
although his uncle, the Earl of Pembroke, was John de Walton's steady 
patron, and laid the beginning of his good fortune ; for all which, by train- 
ing op his nephew in the true discipline of the French wars, Sir John has 
taken the best way of showing himself grateful to the old Earl." 

"Be it as you will, old Gfilbert Greenleaf," answered Fabian, "thou 
knowest I never quarrel with thy sermonizing, and therefore give me credit 
for submitting to many a lecture from Sir John de Walton and thyself; but 
thou drivest this a little too far, if thou canst not let a day pass vrithout 
giving m.e a flog^ng. Credit we. Sir John de Walton will not thank thee, 
if thou term him one too old to remember that he himself had onee some 
green sap in his veins. Ay, thus it is, the old man will not forget that he 
has once been jouiig, nor tlio young that he must some day bo old ; and so 
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the oho obangea his manaera into the lingering formality of a 
and the other remains lilte a midsummer torrent ewoln with rain, every 
drop of water in it noise, froth, and OTerflow. There ia a maxim for thee, 
Gilbert I — Heardest thou ever better J hang it up amidst thy asioms of wis- 
dom, and aee if it will not pass among them iike fifteen to the dozen. It 
will serve to bring thee off, man, when the wine-pot (thine only fault, good 
Gilbert) hath brought thee on occasion into something of a sorape," 

"Best keep it for thyself, good Sir Squire," said the old man; "me- 
thinks it is more like to BianiT thyself one day in good stead. Who e-rer 
heard of a knight, or of the wood of which a knight is made, and that is a 
squire, being punished corporally like a poor old archer or horseboy! 
Your worst fault will be mended by some of these witty sayings, and joor 
best service will scarce be rewarded more thankfully than by giving thee 
the name-of I'abian the Fabler, or some suoh witty title." 

Having unloosed his repsirtae t« this estent, old Greenleaf resumed a 
certain acidity of countenance, which may be said to characterise those 
whose proferment hath become frozen under the influence of the slowness 
of its progress, and who display a general spleen ^aiust such as have ob- 
tained the advancement for which all are struggliog, earlier, and, as they 
suppose, with less merit than their own. From time to time the eye of the 
old sentinel stole from the top of his pike, and with an air of triumph rested 
upon the young man Fabian, as if to see how deeply the wound had galled 
him, while at the same time he held himself on the alert to perform what- 
ever meehanioal duty his post might require. Both Fabian and his master 
were at the happy period of life when suoh discontent as that of the grave 
archer affected them lightly, and, at the very worst, was considered as the 
jest of an old man and a good soldier; the more especially, as he was 
always willing to do the duty of his companions, and was much trusted by 
Sir John de Walton, who, though very much younger, had been bred up 
like Greenleaf in tie wars of Edward the First, and was tenacious in up- 
holding strict discipline, which, since the death of that great monarch, had 
been considerably neglected by the young and warm-blooded valour of 
England. 

Meantime it occurred to Sir Aymer de Yalence, that though in displaying 
the usual degree of hospitality shown to such a man as JBertram, he had 
merely done what was becoming his own rank, as one possessed of the 
highest honours of chivalrjr — the self-styled minstrel might not in reality 
be a man of that worth which he assumed. There was certainly something 
in his conversation, at least more grave, if not more austere, than was com- 
mon to those of his calling; and when he recollected many points of Sir 
John de Walton's minuteness, a doubt arose in his mind, that the governor 
might not approve of his having introduced into the castle a person of Ber- 
tram's oharacter, who was capablo of making observations from which the 
garrison might afterwards feel much danger and inaonvenience. Secretly, 
therefore, he regretted that he had not foirly intimated to the wandering 
minstrel, that his reception, or that of any stranger, within the Dangerous 
CastlCr was not at present permitted by the circumstances of the times. 
lu this oase, the express line of his duty would have been his vindication, 
and instead, perhaps of discountenance and blame, he would have had 
praise and honour from his superior. 

With these thoughts passing throngh his mind, some tacit apprehension 
arose of a rebuke on the part of his commanding-offloer ; for this ofBoer, 
notwithstanding his strictness, Sir Aymer loved as weU as feared. He 
went, therefore, towards the guard-room of the castle, under the pretence 
of seeing tliat the rites of hospitality bad been duly observed towards his 
lato travelling companion. The minstrel arose respectfully, and from the 
manner in which ho paid his compliments, seemed, if he had not expected 
this call of enquiry, at least to be m no degree surprised at it. Sir Aymer, 
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on the other hand, asBumed an air something moro distant than he had jel 
used tonards Bertram, and in roverting to his former inyitation, ho now 30 
far qualified it as to say, that the minstrel linew that he was only second in 
oomBiaod, and that effectual permission to enter the castle ought to be sanc- 
tioned by Sir John de Walton. 

There is a oivil way of seeming to believe any apology which people are 
disposed to receive in payment, without alle^ng suspicion of its cuiTenoy. 
The minstrel, therefore, tendered his thants for the civility which had bo 
far been shown to him. " It was a mere wish of paasing curiosity," he 
said, " which, if not granted, could be attended with no consequences either 
inconvenient or disagreeable to him. Thomas of Erceldonn was, according 
to the Welsh triads, one ofUm three bards of Britain, who never stained a 
spear with blood, or was guilty either of taking or retaking castles and 
fortresses, and thus far not a person likely, after death, to Tje suspeoted of 
such warlike feats. But I can easily conceive why Sir John de Walton 
should have allowed the usual rites of hospitality Xa fall into disuse, and 
why a man of public character like myself ought not to desire food or 
lodging where it is accounted so dangerous ; and it can surprise no one why 
the governor did not even invest hie worthy young lieutenant with the power 
of dispensing with so strict and unusual a rule." 

These words, very coolly spoken, had something of the effect of affronting 
the young knight, as insinuating, that he was not held sufficiently trust- 
worthy by Sir John de Walton, with whom he had lived on terms of affec- 
tion and familiarity, though the jjovernor had attained his thirtieth year 
and upwards, and his lieutenant did not yet write himself one-and-twenty, 
the full age of chivalry having been in h);S case particularly dispensed with, 
owing to a feat of early manhood. Ere he had fuUj composed the angry 
tlioughts which were chafing in his mind, the sound of a hunting bugle was 
beard at the gate, and from the sort of genera! stir which it spread through 
the garrison, it was plain that the governor had returned from his ride. 
Every sentinel, seemingly animated by his presence, shouldered his pike 
more uprightiy, gave the word of the post more sharply, and seemed more 
fully awake and conscious of his duty. Sir John de Walton having alighted 
from his horse, asked Gt^enleaf what had passed during his absence ; the 
old archer thought it his duty to say that a minstrel, who seemed like a 
Scotchman, or wandering borderer, had been admitted into the castle, while 
his son, a lad sick of the pestilence so much talked of, had been left for a 
time at the Abbey of Saint Bride. This he said on Fabian's information. 
The archer added, that the father was a man of tale and song, who c6uld 
keep the whole garrison amused, without giving them leave to attend to 
their own business. 

"We want no such devices to pass the time," answered the governor ; 
" and we would have been better satisfied if our lieutenant had been pleased 
to find us other guests, and fitter for a direct and frank communication, than 
one who, by his profession, is a detractor of God and a deceiver of man." 

" Yet," said the old soldier, who could hardly listen even to his com- 
mander without indulging the humour of oonlradiction, " I have heard 
jour honour intimate wiat the trade of a minstrel, when it is justly acted 
up to, is as wortiiy as even the degree of knighthood itself." 

" Such it may have been in former days," answered the knight ; " but in 
modern minstrelsy, the duty of rendering the art an incentive to virtue is 
forgotten, and it is well if the poeti'y which fired our fathers to noble deeds, 
does not now push on their children tfl such as are base and unworthy. 
But I will speak upon this to my friend Aymer, than whom I do not know 
a more esceflent, or a more high-epirited young man." 

While discoursing with the archer in this manner. Sir John de Walton, 
of ft tall and handsome figure, advanced and stood within the ample aroh 
of the guard-room ohimney, and was listened to in reverential silence by 
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trasty Gilbert, who fillad up witli noda and sigas, as nn Btteotive auditor, 
the pauses in the conTersation. The conduct of another hearer of what 
passed was not equally respectfal, but, from hie position, he escaped obaer- 

Thia third person was no other than the squire Fabian, who was concealed 
from observation by his position behind the hob, or projecting portion of the 
old-fashioned flrepla«e, and hid himself yet more carefully when he heard 
the conversation between the governor and the archer turn to the prejudice, 
as he thought, of his maBter. The squire's employment at this time was 
the servile task of cleaning Sir Ajmev's arms, which was conveniently per- 
formed by heating, npon the projeotion already specified, the pieces of steel 
armour for the usual thin coating of varnish. He could not, therefore, if 
he should be discovered, he considered as guilty of any thing insolent or 
disrespectful. He was better screened from view, as a thick smoke arose 
from a, quantity of oak panelling, carved in many oases -with tiie crest and 
aehievementa of the Douglas family, which being the fnel nearest at hand, 
laj smouldering in the chimney, and gathering tj> a blaze. 

The governor, unoonsoious of this addition to his audience, pursued his 
conversation with Gilbert Greenleaf : " I need not tell you," he said, " that 
I am interested in the speedy termination of this siege or blockade, with 
which Douglas continues to threaten ns ; my own honour and affections are 
engaged in keeping this Dangerous Castle safe in England's behalf, but I 
am troubled at the admission of this stranger; and young De Valence 
would have acted more strictly in the line of bis duty, if be had refused to 
this wanderer any communication with tills garrison without my per- 

" Pity it ie," replied old Greenleaf, shaking his head, " that this good- 
natured and gallant young knight is somewhat drawn aside by the rash 
advices of his squire, the boy Fabian, who has bravery, but as little steadi- 
ness in him as a bottie of fermented small beer." 

" Now hana thee," thought Tabian to himself " for an old relio of the 
wars, stuffed full of conceit and warlike terms, like the soldier who, to keep 
himself from the cold, has lapped himself so close in a tattered ensign for 
a shelter, that his very outside may show nothing but rags and blaionry," 

" I would not think twice of the matter, were the party less dear to me," 
said Sir John de Walton. " !But I would fain be of use to this young man, 
even although I should purchase his improvement in military knowledge at 
the expense of giving him a little pain. Experience should, as it were, be 
burnt in upon the mind of a young man, and not merely impressed by 
marking the lines of his chart out for him with ohalk ; I vrill remember the 
hint you, Greenleaf, have given, and take an opportunity of severing these 
two young men ; and though I moat dearly love the one, and am far from 
wishing ill to the other, yet at present, as you well hint, the blind is leading 
the blind, and the young knight has for hia assistant and counsellor too 
youDg a squire, and that must be amended." 

" Marry ! out upon thee, old palmer-worm I" said the page within him- 
self; "have I found thee in the very fact of maligning myself and my 
master, as it is thy nature to do towards all the hopeful yonng buds of chi- 
valry ? If it ware not to dirty the arms of an ileve of chivalry, by mea- 
suring them with one of thy rank, I might honour thee with a knightly 
invitation to the field, while the scandal which thou hast spoken is still foul 
upon thy tongue ; as it is, thou shalt not carry one kind of language pub- 
licly in the castle, and another before the governor, upon the footing of 
having served with him under the banner of Longshanks. I will carry to 
my master this tale of thine evil intentions ; and when we have concerted 
together, it shall appear wheUier the youthful spirits of the garrison j)r the 
srey boards are most' likely to be the hope and protection of titia same 
Castlo of Douglas," 
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It is enough to say that Fabiau pursued his purjiOBe, in earryiug to lii( 
master, and in no toct good humour, the report of what had passed he- 
tween Sir JotiD de Walton and the old soidier. He Buooeeded in repreEBut- 
ing the whole ae a formal ofienee intended to Sir Ajmer de Valenca; whila 
all that the govemor did to remove the suspioions entertained by the young 
knight, oould not in any respect being him to take a kindly yiew of the 
feelings of his commander towards him. He retained the impression which 
he had formed from Fabian's recital of what he had heard, and did not 
think he was doing Sir John de Walton any injustice, in supposing him 
desiroua to engross the greatest abate of the famo acquired in the defence 
of the castle, and thrusting back his companions, who might reasonably 
pretend to a f^r portion of it. 

The mother of mischief, says a Scottish proverb, is no bigger than a 
midge's wing.* In this matter of quarrel, neither the young man nor the 
older knight had afforded each other any just cause of offence. De Walton 
was a Htriot observer of military disciplme, in which ho had been educated 
from his estreme youth, and by ivbicn he was almost as completely ruled 
as by his natural disposition ; and his present situation added force to his 
onginal education. 

Common report had even exaggerated the military skill, the love of ad- 
venture, and the great variety of enterprise, ascribed to James, the young 
Lord of Douglas. He had, in the eyes of this Southern garrison, the facul- 
ties of a fiend, rather than those of a mere mortal ; for if the English sol- 
diers cursed the t«diam of the perpetual watch and ward upon the Dangerous 
Castle, -which admitted of no relaxation from the severity of estreme duty, 
tiiey Mjreod that a tall form was sure to appear to them with a battle-axe 
in his hand, and entering into conversation in the most insinuating manner, 
never failed, with an ingenuity and eloquence equal to that of a fallen 
spirit, to recommend to the discontented sentinel some mode in which, by 

fiving bis assistance to betray the English, he might sot himself at liberty, 
'he variety of these devices, and the frequency of their recurrence, kept 
Sir John de Walton's anxiety so perpetually upon the stretch, that he at no 
time thought himself esaotly out of the Bkct Douglas's reach, any more 
than the good Christian supposes himself out of reach of the wiles of the 
Devil ; while every now temptation, instead of confirming his hope, seems 
to announce that the immediate retreat of the Evil One will be followed by 
some new attack jet more cunningly devised. Under this general stat« of 
anxiety and apprehension, the temper of the governor changed somewhat 
ibr the worse, and they who loved him best, regretted most that he became 
addicted fu complain of the want of diligence on the part of those, who, 
neither invested with responsibility like his, nor animated by the hope of 
such splendid rewards, did not entertain the same degree of walohful and 
iricessant suspicion as himself. The soldiers muttered that the vimlanoe of 
their governor was marked with severity; the of&cere and men of rank, of 
whom there wore several, as the castle was a renowned school of arms, and 
there was a certain merit attained even by serving within its walls, com- 
plained, at the same time, that Sir John de Walton no longer mads parties 
for hunting, for hamkiug, or for any purpose which might soften the rigours 
of warfare, and suffered nothing to go forward but the precise discipline of 
the castle. On liie other hand, it may be usually granted that the castle is 
well kept where the governor is a disciplinarian ; and where feuds and per- 
sonal quarrels ate found in the garrison, the yonng men are uauaUy more 
in fault thin those whose greater experience has convinced them of the 
necessity f us ng the t te t p cautions. 

A gen m nd — and u h was Sir John de Walton's— is often in this 

way cl ng i and opted by he habit of over-vigilance, and pushed 

beyond ta n tn al 1 m t f and ur. Neither was Sir Ajmer de Valenca 
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free from a simikr change ; Buspioion, thoueh from ii different cause, seemed 
also to threaten to bias Jiia open and noble disposition, in those qnalitifis 
whioh had hitherto beon proper to him. It was in vain that Sir John do 
Walton etudiously sought opportunities to give his younger friend indul- 
gonoes, ■which at times were us fftr extended as the duty of the garrison 
permittad. The blow was struck ; the alarm had been given to a proud and 
fiery tompor on both sides ; and while De Valence entertained an opinion 
that he was unjustly suspected by a friend, who was in sereral respects 
bonnd to him, De Walton, oa the other hand, was led to conceive that a 
young man, of whom he took a charge as affectionate as if he had been a 
son oT his own, and who owed to his lessons what he knew of warfare, and 
what Buooess he had obtained in life, had taken ofienoe at trifles, and con-* 
sidered himself ill-treated on Tery inadequate grounds. The seeds of disa- 

f'eement, thus sown between them, failed not, like the tares sown by the 
nemy among tlie wheat, to pass from one class of the garrison to another ; 
the eoldiera, though without any better reason than merely to pass the time, 
took different sides between their govornor and his young lieutenant ; and 
so the ball of contention being once throwK up between them, never lacked 
some arm or othei- to keep It m motion. 



Cluptre Hjt giitjr. 



In pTOseoution of the intention which, whett hia Mood was cool, seemed 
to him wisest. Sir John de Walton resolved that he would go to the verge 
of indulgence wilh. his lieutenant and his young officers, furnish them with 
every species of amusement which the place rendered possible, and make 
them ashamed of their discontent, by overloading them with courtesy. 
Tlie first time, therefore, that he saw Aymer de Talence after his return to 
the castle, he addressed him in high spirits, whether real or assumed. 

"What thinkeat thou, my young friend," swd De Walton, "if we try 
some of the woodland sports proper, they say, to this country? There ara 
still in our neighbourhood some herds of the Caledonian breed of wild 
tattle, which are nowhere to be found escept among the moorlands — the 
hlack and rugged frontier of what was anciently called the Kingdom of 
Strath-Clyde. There are some hunters, too, who have been aocuBtomed to 
the sport, and who vouch that these animals are by far tho most bold and 
fierce subjects of chase in the island of Britain." 
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" Tou will io as yon please," replied Sir Ajmer, coldly ; " but it is not 
I, Sir John, who -would reconimeud, for the sake of a hunting- match, that 
you should involTO the whole garrison in danger; you know best tha 
responsibilities incurred by jour office hera, and no doubt must have heed- 
fully attended to them before makiag a proposal of such a, nature." 

" I do indeed know my own duty," replied De Walton, offended in turn, 
" and alight be allowed to thinli of yours also, without asEuming more than 
my own share of I'esponaibility ; but it seems to me as if the commander 
of this Dangevoua Castle, among other inabilities, were, as old people in 
this country say, subjected to a spell — itnd one which renders it impossible 
for him to guide his conduct so as to afford plensure to those whom he is 
most desirous to oblige. Not a great many weeks sinoe, whose eyes would 
have sparkled like those of Sir Aymer de Valence at the proposal of a 

faneral hunting-match after a new object of game ; and now what is his 
oaring when suoh sport is proposed, merely, I think, to disappoint mj 
fiurpose of obliging him!— .a cold acquiescence drops half frozen from his 
ips, and he proposes to go to rouse the wi!d cattle with an air of gravity, 
as if he were undertaking a pilgrimage to the tomb of a martyr." 

"Not so. Sir John," answered the young knight. " In our present situa- 
6on we stand conjoined in more charges than one, and although the greater 
and controlling trust is no doubt laid upon you as the elder and abler knight, 

Iet still I fee! that I myself have my own share of a serious responsibility, 
trust, therefore, you will indulgentiy hear my opinion, and bear with it, 
even though it should appear to have relation to that part of our common 
charge which is more especially intrusted to your keeping. The dignity of 
knighthood, which I have the honour to share with you, the accolade Iwd 
on my shoulder by the royal Plantagenet, entitles me, mothinks, to so much 
grace." 

" I cry you mercy," said the elder cavalier ; " I foi^ot how important a 
person I had before me, dubbed by King Edward himself, who was moved 
no doubt by special reasons to confer such an early honour ; and I certainly 
feel that I overstep my duty when I propose any thing that savours like idle 
sport fo a person of such grave pretensions." 

" Sir John de Walton," retorted De Valence, " we ha^e had something 
too much of this — let it stop here. All that I mean to saj is, that in this 
wardship of Douglas Castle, it will not be by my consent, if any amuse- 
ment, which distinctly infers a relaxation of discipline, be unnecessarily 
engaged in, and especially such as compels us to summon to our assistance 
a number of the Scots, whose evil disposition towards us we well know ; nor 
will I, though my ^eara have rendered me liable to snch suspicion, suffer 
atiy thing of this kind to be imputed to me ; and if unfortunately — though 
I am sure I know not why — we are in future to lay aside those bonds of 
familiar friendship which formerly linked us to each other, yet I see no 
reason why we should not bear ourselves in our necessary oommunieationa 
like knights and gentlemen, and put the best construction on each other's 
motives, since there can be no reason for imputing the worst to any thing 
that comes from either of us." 

" You may be right. Sir Aymer de Valence," said the governor, bending 
stiffly : " and since yon say we are no longer hound to each other as friends, 
you may be certain, nevertheless, that I will nover permit a hostile feeling, 
of which you are the object, to occupy my bosom. You have been long, 
and I hope not uselessly, my pupil in the duties of ohivalry. You are th( 
near relation of the Earl of Pembroke, my kind and constant patron ; and 
if these circumstances are well weighed, they form a connexion which it 
would bo difficult, at least for me, to break through. If you feel yourself, 
as you seem to intimate, less sti'ictly tied by former obligations, you, must 
take your own choice in ftiing our relations towards each other." 

"I can only say," replied De Valence, "that my conduct will uaturailj 
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lie rGgulafed by your own ; and you, Sir John, cannot hope mora devoutly 
than I do that our roUitarj duties may be fairly discharged, witbout inter- 
fering ■with our friendly intercourse." 

The knights here parted, after a oonferenoe wbioh once or twice had very 
nearly terminated in a full and cordial explanation ; but still there was 
wanting one kind heartfelt word from either to break, as it were, the ice 
which was fast freezing upon their intercourse, and neither chose to be the 
flrat in making the necessary advances with sufficient cordiality, though 
each would have gladly done so, had the other appeared desirous of meet- 
ing it with the same ardour; but their pride was too high, and prevented 
either from saying what might at once have put them upon an open and 
manly footing. They parteQ, therefore, without again returning to the 
subject of the proposed diversion; until it was afterwards resumed in a 
formaj note, praying Sir Aymer de Valence to accompany the commandant 
of Douglass Ca^Us upon a solemn hunting-match, which had for its object 
the wild cattie of the neigbbourinj; dale. 

The time of meeting was appointed at sis in the morning, beyond the 
gate of the outer bai'ricade; and the chase was declared to be ended in the 
afternoon, when the recheai should be blown beneath the great oak, known 
by the name of Sholto'a Club, which stood a remarknWe object, where 
Douglas Dale was bounded by several scattered trees, the outskirts of the 
forest and hill country. The usual warning was sent out to the common 
people, or vassals of the district, which the^, notwithstanding their feeling 
of antipathy, received in general with delight, upon the great Epicurean 
principle of awpe diem, that is to eaj, in whatever cireamstan cos it happens 
topreaentitaelf, be sureyou lose no recreation which life affords. Ahonting- 
match has still ita attractions, even though an English knight take his plea- 
sure in the woods of the Douglas, 

It was no doubt afflicting to these faithful vassals, to acknowledge another 
lord than the redoubted Douglas, and to wait by wood and river at the com- 
mand of English officers, and in the company of their archers, whom they 
accounted their natural enomiea. Still it was the only species of amuse- 
ment which bad been permitted them for a long time, and they were not 
disposed to omit the rare opportunity of joining in it. The ohaae of the 
wolf, the wild boar, or even the timid stag, reauired silvan arms ; the wild 
cattle still more demanded this equipment ol war-bows and shafts, boar- 
spears and sharp swords, and other tools of the ehase similar to those used 
in actual war. Considering this, the Scottish inhabitants were seldom 
allowed to join in the ohase, except under regulations as to number and 
arms, and especially in preserving a balance of force on the side of tha 
English soldiers, which was ver^f offensive to them. The greater part of 
the garrison was upon suoh occasions kept on foot, and several detachmonta, 
formed according to the governor's direction, were stationed i» different 
positions in case any quarrel should suddenly break out. 
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llw drivers tluN^ugh the wooA w^l. 



Thb appointed morning came in cold and raw, after the mannei- of thn 
ScoUiijli March weather. Dogs yelped, yawned, and shivered, and the 
huntsmen, though hardy and cheerful ia expectation of the day's sport, 
twitched iheir mauds, or Lowland plaids, close to their throats, and looked 
with some dismay at the mists which floated about the horizon, now threats 
ening to sink down on the peaks and ridges of prominent mountains, and 
now to shift their position under the influence of some of the uncertain 
galas, which rose and fell alternately, as they swept along the valloy. 

Nevertheless, the appearance of the whole formed, as is osnai in almost 
all departments of the chase, a gay and a jovial spectacle. A brief truce 
seemed to have taken place between the nations, and the Scottish people 
appeared for the timo rather as exhibiting the sports of their mountains in 
a friendly manner to tho aceompliahed knighta and bonny arohers of Old 
England, than as performing a feadal service, neither eaay nor dignified in 
itself, at the instigation of usurjiing neighbours. The figures of the cava- 
liers, now half seen, now eshibited fully, and at the height .of strenuous 
exertion, according to the character of the dangerous and broken gronnd, 
particularly attracted the attention of the pedestrians, who, leading the dogs 
or beating the thickets, dislodged suoh objects of chase as they found in the 
dingles, and kept their eyes fixed upon their companions, rendered more re- 
markable from being mounted, and the speed at which they urged their 
horses; the disregard of all accidents being as perfect as Melton-Mowbray 
itself, or any other noted field of hunters of the present day, can exhibit. 

The principles on which modern and ancient bunting were conducted, 
are, however, as difierent as possible. A fox, or even a hare is, in oar own 
day, considered as a sufficient apology for a day's exercise to forty or fifty 
dogs, and nearly as many men and horses; but the ancient chase, even 
though not terminating, as it often did, in battle, carried with it objects more 
important, and an interest immeasurably more stirring. If indeed one 
species of esercise can be pointed out as more universally exhilarating and 
engrossing than others, it is certiunly that of the chase. The poor over- 
laboured drudge, who has served out his day of life, and wearied all his 
energies in the service of his fellow-mortals — he who has been for many 
years the slave of agrioalture, or (still worse) of manufactures, engaged in 
raising a single peofc of corn from year to year, or in the monotonona 
labours of the desk — can hardly remain dead to the general happiness when 
the chase sweeps past him with hound and horn, and for a moment feels all 
tlie exultation of the proudest cavalier who partakes the amusement. Let 
any one who iiaa witnessed the sight recall to his imacinaijon the vigour 
and lively interest which he has seen inspired into a village, including the 
oldest and feeblest of its inhabitants. In the words of Wordsworth, it is, 
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But compare these inspiring sounds to the burst of a whole feudal popula- 
tion enjoying the sport, whose lives, instead of being spent in the monoto- 
nous toil of modem avooationa, have heen agitated by the baiards of war, 
and of the chaae, its near resemblance, and you must necessarily suppose 
that the exaltation is esteadod, like a fire which catches to dry heath. To 
use the common expression, borrowed from another amusement, all is £sh 
that comes in the net on such occasions. An ancient hunting-mat^h (the 
nature of the carnage excepted) was aliuosli equal to & modem battle, when 
the strife took place on the surface of a varied and unequal country. A 
whole district poured forth its inhabitanta, who formed a ring of great 
extent, called technically, a tinehel, and, advancing and narrowing their 
oircle by degrees, drove before them the alarmed animals of every kind ; all 
and eaon of which, as they burst from the thicket or the moorland, were 
objects of tie bow, the javelin, or whatever missile weapons the hunters 
possessed ; while others were run down and worried by large greyhounds, 
or mora frequentlj brought to hay, when the more important persons present 
claimed for themseWea the pleasure of patting them to death witti their 
chivalrous hands, incurring individually such danger ae is inferred from a 
mortal contest even with the timid buck, when he ia brought to the death- 
struggle, and has no choice but vieldiug his life or putting himself upon the 
defensive, by the aid of his splendid antlers, and with all the courage of 

The quantity of game found in Douglaa Dale on this ooeasion was very 
considerable, for, as already noticed, it was a lona time since a hunting 
noon a great Boale had been attempted under the Douglasses themselves, 
whose misfortunes had commenced several years before, with those of their 
country. The English garrison, loo, had not sooner judged themselves 
strong OP numerous enough to exercise these valued feudal privileges. In 
the meantime, the game increased considerably. The deer, the wild cattle, 
and the wild boars, lay near the foot of the mountains, and made frequent 
irruptions into the lower part of the valley, whioh in Douglas Dale bears no 
small resemblance to an oasis, surrounded by tangled woods, and broken 
moors, occasionally rooky, and showing large tracta of that bleak dominion 
to which wild creatures gladly escape when pressed by the neighbourhood 
of man. 

As the hunters traversed the spots whioh separated the field from the 
wood, there was always a stimulating uncertainty what sort of game was to 
be found, and the marksman, with his bow ready bent, or his javelin poised, 
and his good and well-bitted horse thrown upon its haunches, ready for a 
sudden start, observed watchfully what should rush from the covert, so that, 
were it deor, boar, wolf, wild cattle, or any other species of game, he might 
be in readiness. 

The wolf, which, on account of its ravages, was the most obnoxious of 
the beasts of prey, did not, however, supply the degree of diversion which 
his name promised ; be usually fled far — in some instanoea many miles — 
before he took courage to turn to bay, and though formidable at such mo- 
ments, destroying both dogs and men by bis terrible bite, yet at other times 
was rather despised for his cowardice. The boar, on the other hand, was a 
much more irascible and courageous animal. 

The wild cattle, the most formidable of all the tenants of the ancient 
Caledonian forest, were, however, to the English cavaliers, by far the most 
interesting otgects of pursuit.* Altogether, the ringing of bugles, the 
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datteriDg of horses' hoofs, the lawing and hellowiog of the enraged moun 
tMu cattle, the sobs of deer mingled by throttling dogs, the wild shouta of 
exultation of the men, — made a chorus which extended far through tha 
scene in irhioh it arose, and seemed i« threaten the inhabitaats of tha 
Tails J even in its inmost reoesaes. 

During the course of the hunting, when a stag or & hoar was expected, 
one of the wild cattle often came rushing forward, hearing down the joung 
trees, crashing the branches in its progress, and in general dispersing what- 
ever opposition was presented to it by the hunters. Sir John de Walton 
was the only one of the chivalry of the party who individaally succeeded 
in mnatering one of these nowerful animals. Like a Spanish tauridor, he 
bore down and killed with his lance a ferocious bull ; two well-gtown calves 
and three kine were also elain, being nnable to carry off the quantity of 
arrows, javelins, and other missiles, directed against them by the arohers 
and drivers; but many others, in spite of every endeavour to intercept 
them, escaped to their gloomy haunta in the remote skirts of the mountain 
called CairntaWe, with their hides well feathered with those marks of human 
enmity. 
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themselves, and ministered to bj their squires and pages, to whom saoh 
menial servicea were not aOGOunted disgraceful, but, on the contrary, a, 
proper step of their education. The number of those distinguished persona 
seated upon the present occasion at the table of dais, as it was called, (in 
virtue of a canopv of green boughs with which it was overshadowed,} com- 

Srehended Sir Jonn de Walton, Sir Aymer de Valance, and some reverend 
rethren dedicated to the service of Saint Bride, who, though Scottish 
ecclesiastics, were treated with becoming respect bj the English soldiers. 
One or two Scottish retainers, or vavasours, maintaining, perhaps in pru- 
dence, a suitable deference to the English knights, sat at the bottom of the 
table, and as many English archers, peculiarly respected by their superiors, 
were invited, according to Iha modern phrase, to the honours of the sitting. 
Sir John de Walton sat at the head of the table; his eye, though it 
seemed to have no certain object, yet never for a moment remained station- 
ary, but glanced from one countenance to another of the ring formed by his 
suests, for such they atl were, no doubt, thoueh he himself could hatdly 
have told upon what principle he had issued the invitations ; and even ap- 
parently was at a loss to think what, in one or two cases, had procured him 
the honour of their presence. 

One person in particular caught Do Walton's eye, as having the air of a 
redoubted man-alarms, althoueh it seemed as if fortune hm not of late 
smiled upon his enterprises. lie was a tall raw-boned man, of an extremely 
rugged countenance, and his skin, which showed itself through many a 
loophole in his dress, esbibitad a complexion which must have endured all 
the varieties of an outlawed life ; and akin to one who had, aocording to 
the customary phrase, " ta'en the bent with Eohin Bruce," in other words 
occupied the moors with him as an insurgent. Some such idea certainly 
crossed De Walton's mind. Yet the apparent coolness, and absence of 
alarm, with which the stranger sat at the board of an English officer, at the 
same time being wholly in his power, had much in it which was irrecon- 
cilable with any such suggestion. De Walton, and several of those about 
him, had in the eourse of the day observed that this tattered cavalier, the 
most remarkftble parts of whose garb and equipments consisted of an old 
coat-of-mail and a rusted ;ret massive partisan about eight feet long, was 
possessed of superior skill in the art of hunting to any individual of their 
numerous party. The governor having looked at this suspicious figure 
until he had rendered the stranger aware of the special interest which he 
attracted, at length filled a goblet of choice wine, and requested him, as 
one of the best pupils of Sir Tristem who had attended upon the day's 
chase, to pledge him ip a vintage superior to that suppliod to the general 

"I suppose, however, sir," said De Walton, "you will have no objections 
to put off my challenge of a brimmer, until you can answer my pledge in 
Gaacoigno wine, which grew in the king's own demesne, was pressed for 
his own lip, and is therefore fittest to be emptied to his majesty's health and 
prosperity." 

" One half of the island of Britwn," said the woodsman, with great com- 
posure, " will be of your honour's opinion ; but as I belong to the other 
half, even the choicest liquor in Gascony cannot render that health acoept- 



A murmur of disapprobation ran through the i 
priesta hung their heads, looked deadly grave, and mattered' their pater- 
nosters. 

" You see, stranger," said De Walton sternly, " that your speech discom- 
poses the company." 

" It may be so," replied the man, in the same blunt tone ; " and it may 
happen that there is co harm in the Speech notwithstanding." 
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"Do jou consider that it is made in my presence?" answered Da 
■Walton. 

" Yes, Sir GoYomor." 

"And have you thonghfc what must be the necessary inference?'' con. 
tinned De Walton. 

"I may form a, ronnd gnea a," answered the stranger, "what I might have 
to fear, if your safe ooadaot and word of honour, when inviting me to this 
hunting, were leaa trustworthy than I know full well it really is. But I am 
your gneet — your meat ia evea now passing my throat — your cup, filled with 
light good wine, I have just now quaffed off — and I would not fear the 
rankeat Paynim Infidel, if we stood in such relation together, much less an 
English knight. I tell you, besidea. Sir Knight, you undervalue the wine' 
we have quaffed. The high flavour and contents of your cup, grow where 
it will, give me spirit to tell you one or two circumstances, whioh cold 
cautious eobriety would, in a moment like this, have left unsaid. You wish, 
I doubt not, to know who I am? My christian name is Michael — wjf sur- 
name ia that of Turnbull, a redoubted clan, to whose honours, even m the 
field of hunting or of batlje, I have added something. M^ aixidc is beneath 
the mountain of Rubieslaw, by the fair streams of Teviot. You are sur- 
prised that I know how to hunt the wild cattle, — I, who have made them 
my sport from infancy in the lonely forests of Jed and Southdean, and have 
killed more of them than you or any Englishman in your host ever saw, even 
if you include the doughty deeds of this day." 

The hold borderer made this declaration with the same provoking degree 
of coolness which predominated in his whole demeanour, and was indeed 
his principal attribute. His eftontery did not fail to produce its effect npon 
Sir John De Walton, who instantly called out, "To arms! to arms! — Secure 
the spy and traitor I Ho 1 pages and yeomen — WilliaM, Anthony, Bend-the- 
tww, and Greenleaf — seize the traitor, and bind him with your bow-strings 
and dog-leashes — bind him, I say, until the blood start from beneath his 

" Here is a goodly summons I" said Turnbull, with a sort of horselaugh. 
"Were I as sure of being answered by twenty men I could name, there would 
be small doubt of the upshot of this day." 

The archers thickened around the hunter, yet laid'no hold on him, none 
of them being willing to be the first who broke the peace proper to the 



, ' aaid De Walton, "thou traitor, for what waitesi thou here?" 
" Simply and solely," said the Jed forester, " that I may deliver up to the 
Douglas the castle of his ancestors, and that I may ensure thee. Sir English- 
man, the payment of thy deserts, by cutting that very throat which thou 
makest sach a brawling use of." 

At the same time, perceiving that the yeomen were crowding behind hini 
to carry their lord's commands into eiecufjon so soon as tiiey should be 
reiterated, the huntsman turned himself short round upon those who ap 
peaced about to surprise him, and having, by the suddenness of the action, 
induced them to step back a pace, he proceeded — " Yea, John de Walton, my 
purpose was ere now to have put thee to death, as one whom I find in pos- 
session of that castle and territory which belong to my master, a knight 
much more worthy than thyself; but I know not why I have paused — thou 
hast given me food when I have hungered for twenty-four hours, I have not 
therefore had the heart to pay thee at advantage as thou hast deserved. 
Begone from this place and country, and take the fair warning of a foe; thou 
hast constituted thyaclf the mortal enemy of this people, and there are those 
among them who have seldom been injured or defied with impunity. Take 
no care in searching after me, it will be in tmu, — until I meet thee at a 
time which will come at my pleasure, not thine. Push not your inquisition 
into cruelty, to discover by what means I have deceived you, for it ia impos- 
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sible for you to learn ; aod with this friendly advice, look at me and tnlto 
your leave, for although we shall one dajmeet, it may be long era 1 seeyoa 

De Walton remained silent, hoping tiiat his prisoner, {for he saw no 
chanoe of his eeaaping,) mighty in his eommunicative humour, drop soma 
more information, and was not desirons to precipitate a fray with whioh the 
scene was likely to conclude, unoonsoious at the earae time of the advantage 
which he iherehj gave the daring hunter. 

As Turnhul! concluded bis sentence, he made a sudden spring backwards, 
which carried him out of the oirole formed around him, and hefore they were 
aware of his intentions, at onoe disappeared among the underwood. 

"Seize him — seise him!" repeated De Walton ; "let us have him at least 
at our discretion, unless the earth has actually swallowed him." 

This indeed apjieared not unlikely, for near the place where Turnball 
had made the spi'ing, there yawned a steep ravine, into which he plunged, 
and descended by Uie assistance of branches, hushes, and copeewood, 
until he reached tne bottom, where be found some road to the outskirts of 
the forest, through which he made bis escape, leaving the most eapert 
woodsmen among the pursuers totally at fault, and unable to trace his 
footsteps. 
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This interlude carried some confusion into the proceedings of the hunt, 
thus suddenly surprised by the apparition of Michael Turnbull, an armed 
and avowed follower of the House of Douglas, a sight so little to foe espeotfld 
in the territory where bis master was held a rebel and a bandit, and where 
he himself mast have been well known to most of the peasantry present. 
The circumstance made an obvious impression on the English cnivalry. 
Sir John de Walton looked grave and thoughtful, ordered the hunters to be 
assembled on the spot, and directed hia soldiers to oommence a strict search 
among the persona who had attended the chase, so as to discover whether 
Turnbull had any companions among them ; but it was too late to make 
that enquiry in the strict fashion which De Walton directed. 

The Scottish attendants on the ohase, when they beheld that the hunting, 
under pretence of which they were called together, was interrupted for the 
purpose of laying hands upon their persons, and subjecting them to ex- 
amination, took care to suit their answers to the questions put to them in 



a word, they kept their own secret, if they had any. Many of them 
scions of being the weaker party, became afraid of foul play, si rt a 
from the plaoes to which they had been appointed, and lef5: the nun 



match like men who conceived they had been invited with no fnenily 
intent. Sir John de Walton became aware of the decreasing nnmbers of 
the Scottish — their gradual disappaamnoe awakening in the English knigbt 
that degree of suspicion which nad of late become hia peculiar character 

" Take, I pray thee," said he to Sir Aymer de Talenee, " as manv men- 
afc-arma as thou canst get together in five minutes' space, and at least a 
hundred of the mounted archers, and ride as fast as thou canst, without 

Birmitting them to stn^gla from tliy standard, to reinforce the garrison of 
ouglas ; for I have my own thoughts what may have been attempted on 
the castle, when we observe with our own eyes such a nest of trmtors here 
assembled." 
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" With revereneo, Sir John," replied Aymer, " you shoot in tbia matter 
lather beyond the mark. That the Scottish peasantB have had bad thoDgbta 
against us, I will be the last to deny; but, long debarred from any Hilvan 
Bport, you cannot ■wonder at their crowding to any diversion by wood or 
riTSi', and still less at their being easily alarmed as to the oertaintjy of the 
safe footing on which they stand with us. The least rough Usage is likely 
to strike them with fear, and with the desire of escape, and so" 

"And 80," said Sir John de Walton, who bad listened with a degree of 
impatience searce consistent with the grave and formal politeness which 
one kniebt was aconstomed to bestow npon another, *' and so I would rather 
see Sir Aymer de Valence busy his horse's heels to execute mj orders, than 
giva his tongue the trouble of impugning them." 

At this sharp reprimand, all present looked at each other with indica- 
tions of marked displeasure. Sir Aymer was highly offended, but saw it 
was no time to indulge in reprisal. He bowed until the feather which was 
in his barreteap mingled with his horse's mano, and without reply — for he 
did not even ohoose to trust his voice in reply at the moment — headed a 
considerable body of cavalry by the straightest road back to the Castle of 

Wiien he came to one of those eminences from which he oould observe 
the massive and complicated towers and walls of the old fortress, with the 
glitter of the broad lake which surrounded it on three sides, he felt much 
pleasure at the sight of the great banner of England, which streamed from 
the highest part of the building. " I knew it," he internally said ; "I was 
certain that Sir John de Walton had become a very woman in the indul- 
gence of his fears and suspicions. Alas ! that a situation of responsibility 
should BO muoh have altered a disposition which I have known so noble and 
60 knightly ! By this good day, 1 scarce know in what manner I should 
demean me when thus publicly rebuked before the garrison. Certainly he 
deserves that I should, at some time or other, let him understand, that how- 
ever he may triumph in the esercise of his short-lived command, yet, when 
man is to meet with man, it will puzzle Sir John de Walton to show him- 
self the superior of Aymer de Valence, or perhaps to establish himself as 
his equal. But if, on the contrary, his fears, however fantastic, are sincere 
at the moment he expresses tliem, it becomes me to obey punctually com- 
mands which, however absurd, are imposed in oonsequenoe of the governor's 
belief that they are rendered necessary by the times, and not inventions 
designed to vex and domineer over his officers in the indulgence of his offi- 
cial powers. I would I knew which is the true statement of the case, and 
■whether the once famed De Walton is become afraid of hia enemies more 
than fits a knight, or mates imaginary doubts tiie pretext of tyrannizing 
over his friend. I cannot say it would make much difference to me, b"t I 
would rather have it that the man I once loved had turned a petty tyrant 
than a weak-spirited coward ; and I ■would be content that he should study 
to ves me, rather than be afraid of his own shadow." 

With these ideas passing in his mind, the yonng knight crossed the 
causeway vphioh traversed the piece of water that fed the moat, and, passing 
under the strongly fortified gateway, gave strict orders for letting down the 
BortcuUis, and elevating the drawbridge, even at the appearanoa of De 
Walton's own standard before it. 

A slow and guarded movement from the hunting-ground to the Castle of 
Douglas, gave the governor ample time to recover hie temper, and to forget 
that his young friend had shown less alacrity than usual in obeying his 
commands. He was even disposed to treat as a jest the length of time and 
extreme degree of ceremony with which every point of mai-tial discipline 
was observed on hia own re-admission to the castle, Uiough the raw <or of a 
wet spring evening whistled around his own unsheltered person, and those 
of hifl followers, as they waited before the castle gate for the exchange of 
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pass-words, the daliveij of keja, and all the slow minutije attendant upon 
the niovementa of a garrison in a weU-guarded fortress. 

" Oume," said be to an old knight, who was peevishly blaming the lieu- 
ten antrgoVem or, "it was mj own fault; 1 spoke but now to Ajmer de 
Valence with more authoritative emphasis than his newlj-dubhed dignity , 
was plessed with, and this precise style of obedience is a piece of not un- 
natural and very pardonable revenge. Well, we will owe him a retarn, Sir 
Philip — shall we not ? This ia not a night to keep a man at the gate." 

This dialogue, overheard by some of the squires and pages, was bandied 
about from one to another, until it entirely lost the tone of good-humour ia 
which it was spokon, and the offence wiis one for which Sir John de Walton 
and old Sir Philip were to meditate revenge, and was said to have been 
j-opresented by the governor as a piece of mortal and intentional offence on 
the part of his subordinate officer. 

Thus an increasing feud went on from day to day between two warriors, 
■who, with no just cause of quarrel, had at heart every reason to esteem and 
love each other. It became visible in the fortress even to those of the lower 
rank, who hoped to gain some consequence by intermingling in tl pei' 
of emolation produced by the jealousy of the commaodiag ffi rs— a 
emulation which may take place, indeed, in the present day, h n 1 dly 
have the same sense of wounded pride and jealous dignity a ach d 
which existed in times when the personal honour of knighth \ d d 
those who possessed it jealous of every punctilio. 

So many little debates took plaoe between the two knights, th '^ Aym 
de Valence thought himself under the necessity of writing to h n 1 1 
namesake, the Earl of Pembroke, stating that his officer. Sir John de Walton, 
had unfortunately of lale taken some degree of prejudice against him, and 
that after having borne with many provoking iostaaees of his displeasare, 
he was now compelled to request that his plaoe of service should be changed 
from the Castle of Douglas, to wherever honour could he acquired, and time 
might be given to put an end to his present caase of complaint against his 
commanding officer. Through the whole letter, jfoung Sir Aymer was parti- 
cularly cautious how he expressed his sense of Sir John de Walton's jealousy 
or severe usage ; but such sentiments are not easily concealed, and in spite 
of him an air of displeasure glanced out from several passages, and indicated 
h'm discontent with his uncle's old friend and oom^fanion in arms, and with 
the sphere of military duty which his uncle had himself assigned him.- 

An accidental movement among the English troops brought Sir Aymer 
an answer to bis letter sooner than he could have hoped for at that time of 
day, in the ordinary course of correspondence, which was then extremely 
slow and interrupted. 

Pembroke, a rigid old warrior, entertained the most partial opinion of Sir 
John de Walton, who was a work as it were of his own hands, and was 
indignant to find that his nephew, whom he considered as a mere boy, 
elated by having had the dignity of knighthood conferred upon him at an 
age unusually early, did not absolutely coincide with him in this opinion. 
lie replied to him, accordingly, in a tone of high displeasure, and expressed 
liimaelf as a person of rank would write to a young and dependent kinsman 
upon the duties of his profession ; and, as he galiored his nephew's cause 
01 complaint from his own letter, he conceived that he did him no injustice 
in making it slighter than it really was. He reminded the j^oung man that 
the Btudj^ of chivalry consisted in the fmthful and patient discharge of mili- 
tary service, whether of high or low degree, a^cordina to the circumstances 
in which war placed the cnampion. 'Ihat above all, the post of danger, 
which Douglas Castie had been termed by common consent, was also the 
post of honour ; and that a young man should be cautious how he iaeurrei 
the supposition of being desirous of quitting his present honourable com- 
mand, because he was tired of the discipline of a military director so 
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renowned as Sir John de Walton. Much tilao there was, as wiis natural in 
a letter of that time, oonoeming the dutj of youog wen, whether in counoil 
or in arms, to be guided implicitly bj their elders ; and it was obserTed, 
with justice, that the commanding officer, who had put himself into the 
situation of being responsible with his honour, if not his life, for the event 
of the siege or blookade, might, jnstly, and in a degree more than common, 
clavcn the implicit direction of the whole defence. Lastly, Pembroke re- 
minded his nephew that he was, in a great measure, dependent upon the 
report of Sir John de Walton ibr the character which he was to sustain in 
after life; and reminded him, tliat a few actions of headlong and inoon 
siderate yalour would not bo £rmly found his military reputation, as months 
and years spent in regular, hnmblo, and steady obedience to the commands 
which the governor of Douglas Castle might think necessary in so dangerous 
a conjuncture. 

This miaaive arrived within bo short a time after the despaleh of the letter 
to which it was a reply, that Sir Aymer was almost tempted to suppose that 
his unole had some mode of corresponding with De Walton, unknown tc 
the young knight himself, and to the rest of the garrison. And as the earl 
alluded to some particular displeasure which had been exhibited by De 
Valence on a late trivial occasion, his uncle's knowledge of this, and other 
minulj^, seemed to conflrm his idea that his own conduct was watched in a 
manner which he did not feel honourable to himself, or digni&ed on the part 
of his relative; in a word, he conceived himself exposed to that sort of 
surveillance of which, in all ages, the young have accused the old. It hardly 
needs to say that tbe admonition of the Earl of Pembrofee greatly chafed 
tbe fiery spirit of his nephew ; insomuch, that if the earl had wished to 
write a letter purposely to increase the prejudices which he desired to put 
an end to, he could not have made use of terms better calculated for that 

The truth was, tiiat tbe old archer, Gilbert Greenloaf, had, without tha 
knowledge of the young knight, goae to Pembrote's camp, in Ayrshire, and 
was recommended by Sir John de Walton to the earl, as a person who could 
^ve such minute information respecting Aymer de Valenoe, as he might 
desire tti receive. The old archer was, as we have seen, a formalist, and 
when pressed on some points of Sir Aymer de Valence's discipiine, he did 
not hesitate to throw out hints, which, connected with those in the knight's 
letter to his unole, made the severe old ear! adopt too implicitly the idea 
that his nephew was indulging a spirit of insubordination, and a sense of 
impatJence under authority, most dangerous to the character of a young 
soldier. A little explanation might have produced a complete agreement 
in the sentiments of both ; but for this, fate allowed neither time nor oppor- 
tunity ; and the old earl was unfortunately induced to become a party, 
instead of a negotiator, in tbe quarrel, 

' And by flBMsim mora embtoil'J Ihe ftay" 

Sir John de Walton soon peroeived, that the receipt of Pembroke's letter 
did not in any respect alter the cold ceremonious conduct of his lieutenant 
towards him, which limit-ed their intercourse to what their situation ren- 
dered indispensable, and exhibited no advances to any more frank or inti- 
mate connesion. Thus, as may sometimes be the case between officers in 
their relative situations even at the present day, they remained in that cold 
stiff degree of ofGoial commnnioation, in which their intercourse was limited 
to as few expressions as the respective duties of their situation absolutely 
demanded. Such a state of misunderstanding ia, in fact, worse than a 
downright quarrel; — the latter may be explained or apologized for, or 
become the subject of mediation ; but in such a case as the former, an 
ectai7'eissemeni is as unlikely to take place as a genei'al engagement between 
two armies which have taken up strong deieusive positions on both sides. 
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Duty, howover, obliged tho two principal persona in- the garrison of Douglas 
Caatle to be often together, whenthey were so far from seeking nn oppor 
tunity of making up matters, that they usaally reTived ancient Habjeota of 
debate. 

It was npon such an oceaaion that De "Walton, in a very formal manner, 
asked De Valence in what capacity, and for how long time, ii was his 
pleasure that the minstrel, called Bertram, should remain at the castle. 

" A week," siud the goTernor, " is certainly long enough, in thia time and 
place, to espresB the hospitality due to a roiDstrel." 

" Certainly," replied the joung man, " I have not interest enough in the 
subject to form a single wish npon it." 

"In that case," resumed De Walton, "I shall requoat of this persoa to 
cut short his visit at the Castle of Douglas." 

"I know no particular intereat," replied Aymer de Yalence, "which I 
can possibly have in this roan's motions. He is here under pretence of 
making some researches after the writings of Thomas of Erceldoun, called 
the Rhymer, which he says are infinitely curious, and of which there is a 
volume in the old Baron's study, saved somehow from the flames at the last 
conflagration. Thia told, you know as much of his errand as I do ; and if 
you hold the preaenoe of ft wandering old man, and the neighbourhood of a 
boy, dangerous to tho castle under yonr charge, you will no doubt do well 
to dismiss them — it will cost but a word of jour mouth." 

"Pardon mo," said De Walton; "the minstrel came hero as one of jour 
retinue, and I could not, in fitting courtesy, send him away without your 

" I am sorry, then," answered Sir Aymer, " in my turn, that you did not 
mention your purpoao sooner, I never entertained a dependent, vassal or 
servant, whose reaidenoe in the castle I would wish to have prolonged a 
moment beyond your honourable pleasure." 

"I am sorry," aaid Sir John de Walton, "that we two have of late grown 
so extremely courteous that it is difficult for us to understand eaoh other. 
Thia minstrel and his son come from we knownotwhere, and are bound we 
know not whither. There ia a report among aome of your escort, that this 
fellow Bertram upon tho way had the audacity to impugn, even to your face, 
the King of England's right to the crown of Scotland, and that he debated 
the point with you, while your other attendants were desired by you to keep 
behind and out of hearing." 

" Hah 1" said Sir Aymer, " do you mean to found on that circumstance 
any charge against my loyalty? I pray you to observe, that such an aveiv 
ment would touch mine honour, which I am ready and willing to defend to 
the last gasp." 

"No doubt of it. Sir Knight," answered the governor; "but it is the 
atrolling minstrel, and not the high-born Bnglisb knight^ against whom the 
charge is bronght. Weill the minstrel comes to this castle, and he inti- 
mates a wish that his son should be allowed to take up his q^uarters at the 
little old convent of Saint Bride, where two or three Scottish nuns and 
friars are still permitted to reside, most of them rather out of respect, to 
their order, than for any good will which they are supposed to bear the 
Engliah or their sovereign. It may also be noticed thatTiis leave was pur- 
chased by a larger sum of money, if my information be correct, Iban is 
usually to be found in the purses of travelling minstrels, a claaa of wan- 
derers alike remarkable for their poverty and for their genius. Wliat do 
you think of all this t" 

"It" — replied De Valence; "I am happy that my situation, as a soldier, 
under command, altogether dispenses with my thinking of it at all. My 
post, as lieutenant of your castle, is such, that if I can manage matters so 
as to call my honour and my soul my own, I must think that quite enough 
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of free-will ia left at my command ; and I promise yon shiill not liave agnia 
to reproTe, or send a bad report of me to my uncle, on that account," 

"Tbis is beyond Hufferanoe!" said Sir John da Walton half aside, and 
then proceeded aload — " Do not, for Heaven's sake, do yourself and me the 
injustice of aupposing that I am endeavouring to gain an advantage oven 
you by these questions. Recollect, young kaiglit, that whan you evade 
giving your commanding officer your advioa when required, you fail as much 
jn point of duty, as if you declined affording him the assistance of your 
sword and lance." 

" Such being the case," answered De Valence, " let me know plainly on 
■what matter it is that you require my opinion ? I will deliver it plainly, and 
stand by the result, even if I should have the misfortune {a crime unpar- 
donable in so young a man, and so inferior an officer) to differ from tbat of 
Sir John de Walton," 

■■ I would oak you then. Sir Knight f 1 1 n d tb g n 

" what is your opinion witb respect to th n t 1 B t ! w! th 

the Buapiciona respecting him and b nant hat Up 
ma, in performance of my duty, to put tl m t a 1 san n t n w th 
tbe question ordinary and estraordin y as 1 n b ad 

to expel them not onljr from tbe oatl >tfntb whi tc tyf 
Douglas Dale, under pain of soourgin f tl y V oti n f nd wa d g 
in these parts ?" 

"Tou ask me my opinion," said De Valence, "and you shall have it^ Sir 
Knight of Walton, and freely and fairly, as if matters stood betwiit us on 
a footing as friendly as they ever did. I agree with you, that must of those 
who in this day profess the science of minstrelsy, are altogether unqualified 
to support the higher pretensions of that noble order. MinBtrals by right, 
are men who have dedicated themselves to the noblo oecupadon of cele- 
brating knightly deeds and generous principles ; it is in their verse that tbe 
valiant knight le handed down to fame, and the poet baa a right, nay is 
bound, to emulate the virtual which he praises, The looseness of the tjmes 
has diminished the consequence, and impaired llie morality of this class of 
wauderers ; their satire and their praise are now too often distributed on no 
other principle than love of g^n ; yet 1st us hope tbat there are still among 
them some who know, and also willingly perform, their duty. My own 
opinion is that (iiis Bertram holds himself as one who has not shared in 
the degradation of bis brethren, nor bent the knee to the mammon of the 
times ; it must remain with you, sir, to judge whether such a person, 
honourably and morally disposed, can cause any danger to the Castle of 
Douglas. But believing, from the sentiments be has manifested to me, that 
he is incapable of pla;jing the part of a traitor, I must strongly remonstrate 
against bis being punished as one, or subjected to the torture within the 
walls of an English garrison. I should blush for my country, if it required 
of us to inflict such wanton misery upon wanderers, whose sole fault ia 
poverty ; and your own knightly sentiments will suggest more than would 
become me to state to Sir jSin de Walton, unless in so far as is necessary 
to apologise for ratiuning my own opinion." 

Sir Joan de Walton's dark brow was stricken with red when he heard an 
opinion delivered in opposition to his own, which plainly went to stigmatize 
his advice as ungenerous, unfeeling, and unknightly. He made an effort to 

E reserve his temper while be thus replied with a degree of calmness, " Tou 
ave given your opinion, Sir Aymer de Valence ; and that you have given 
it openly and boldly, without regard to my own, I thank you. It is not 
quite so clear that I am obiigea to defer my own sentiments to jyoura, in 
ease tbe rules on which I hold my office — tbe commands of the king — and 
the observations which I may personally have made, shall recommend to 
me a different line of conduct frvim that which jou think it right to Buegoat," 
De Walton bowed, in conclusijn, with great gravity; and the young Kigh^ 
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returning the reTerence with exactly the same degree of stiff formality, 
asked whether tliera were any particular orders respecting his duty in tiie 
castle ; and having received an answer in the negative tool: hia departure. 

Sir John de Walton, after an espression of impatience, aa if disappointed 
at finding that the advance which he hnd made towards an explanation with 
hia joang friend had proved unexpectedly abortive, composed hia hrow na 
if to deep thought, and waited eeveral timea to and fro jn the apartment, 
considenng what course he was to take in these circumstances. "It is hard 
to censure him severely," he said, " when I recollect that, on first entering 
upoii life, my own thoughts and feelings would have been the same with 
those of thia giddy and hof-headed, but generoua boy. Now prudence 
teaches me to suspect mankind in a thouaand instances where perhaps there 
is not sufficient gwund. If I am disposed to venture my own honour and 
fortune, rather than an idle travelling minstrel should suffer a little pain, 
which at all events I might make up to him by money, still, have I a right 
to run the risk of a conspiracy against the king, and thus advance tha 
treasonable surrender of the Castle of Douglas, for which I know so many 
schemes are formed ; for which, too, none can he imagined ao desperate but 
agents will be found bold enough to undertake the execution ? A man who 
bolda my aituaUon, although the slave of oonscienoe, ought to learn to set 
aside tliose false aerunlea which aaaurae the appearance of Sowing from onr 
own moral feeling, whereaa they are in fact instilled by the suggestion of 
affected delicacy. I will not, Iswear by Heaven, be infected by the follies 
of a boy, such as Ajmer; I will not, that I may defer to his caprices, lose 
all that love, honour, and ambition can propose, for the reward of twelve 
months' service, of a nature the most watchful and unpleasant. I will go 
straight to my point, and use the ordinary precautions in Scotland which I 
should employ in Normandy or Gascoigny. — What ho! pagel who waits 
there?" 

One of his attendants replied to hia summons — "Seek me out Gilbert 
Greenleaf the arober, and tell him I would spoak with him tduching the 
two bows and the sheaf of arrows, concerning which I gave him a commis- 
sion to Ayr." 

A few minutea intervened after the order was given, when, the archer 
entered, holding in his hand two bow-staves, not yet fashioned, and a num- 
ber of arrows secured together with a thong. He bore the mysterious looks 
of one whose apparent business is not of very ^reat consequence, but is 
meant as a passport for other affairs which are in themselves of a secret 
nature. Accordingly, as the knight was silent, and afforded no other open- 
ing for Greenleaf, that judicious negotiator proceeded to enter upon such as 
was open to him. 

"Here are the bow-staves, noble sir, which you desired me to obtain while 
I was at Ayr with the Earl of Pembroke's army. They are not so good as 
I could have wished, yet are perhaps of better quality than could have heen 
procured by any other than a fiiir judge of the weapon. The Sari of Pem- 
broke's whole camp are frantic mad in order to procure real Spanish staves 
from the Groyne, and other ports in Spain ; but though two vessels laden 
with such came into the port of Ayr, said to be for the King's army, yet I 
believe never one half of them have come into English hands. These two 
grew in Sherwood, which having been seasoned since the time of Robin 
Hood, are not likely to fail either in strength or in aim, in so strong a hand, 
and with so just an eye, as those of the men who wait on your worship." 

" And who has got tha rest, since two ships' cargoes of new bow-staves 
are arrived at Ayr, and thou with difficulty hast only procured mo two old 
ones ?" said the governor. 

" Faith, I pretend not skill enough to know," answered Greenleaf, shrug- 

fing his shoulders. " Talk there is of plots in that country as well as here. 
i is said that their Bruce, and the rest of his kinsmen, intend a new May- 
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game, and that tha ouOawed king proposes to land near Tarnberry, earlj 
— ', ■with a number of stout kernes from Ireland ; and no doubt the 



men of bis mock earldom of Carrick are getting tliem ready with bow and 
spear for so hopeful an undertaking. I reckon that it wilt not cost us the 
espense of more iiian a, few score of sheaves of arrows to put all that matteu 
to rightfl." 

" Do jou talk then of oonspiraoiea in this part of the country, Green- 
leaf?" said De Walton. " I know you ore a sagacious fellow, well bred for 
many a day to the use of the bent stick and strjug, and will not allow such 
a practice to go on under thy noee, without taking notice of it." 

"I am old enough, Heaven knows," said Greenleaf, "and have had good 
experience of tliese Scottish wars, and know well whether these native Scota 
are a people to be trusted to by knight or yeoman. Sny they are a false gene- 
ration, and say a good archer told you so, who, with a fair aim, seldom miBsed 
a handsbreadthof the white. Ah! dr, your honour knows how to deal with 
them — ride them strongly, and rein them hard,~you are not like those 
simple novices who imagine that all is to be done by gentleness, and wish 
to parade themselves as courteous and generons to those faithless mountain- 
eers, who never, in the course of their lives, knew any tincture either of 
courteousness or generosity." 

" Thou alludest to some one," said the governor, " and I charge thee, 
Gilbert, to be plain and sincere with me. Thou knowest, methinks, that in 
trusting me thou wilt come to no harm?" 

" It is true, it is true, air," said the old remnant of the wars, carrying his 
hand io his brow, " but it were imprudent to communicate all the remarks 
which float tiirough an old man's brain in the idle moments of such a garri- 
son as this. One stumbles unawares on fantasies, as well as realities, and 
thus one gets, not altogether undeservedly, the character of a tale-bearer 
and mischief-maker among his comrades, and methinks I would not will- 
ingly fall under that accusation." 

"Speak frankly to me," answered De Walton, "and have no fear of being 
misconstrued, whosoever the -conversation may concern." 

"Nay, in pldn truth," answered Gilbert, "I fear not the greatness of 
this young knight, being, as I am, the oldest soldier in the garriaOD, and 
having drawn a bow-string long and many a day ere ho was woaned from 
bis nurse's breast." 

"It is, then," said De Walton, "my lieutenant and friend, Aymer de 
Valence, at whom your suspicions point?" 

"At nothing," replied the archer, "touching the honour of the young 
knight himselt, who is as brave as the sword he wears, and, his youth con- 
sidered, stands high in the roll of English chivalry ; but he is young, as 
your worship knows, and I own that in the choice of his company he dis- 
turbs and alarms me." 

"Why, you know, Greenleaf," answered the governor, "that in the leisure 
of a garrison a knight cannot always confine his sporta and pleasures among 
those of his own rank, who are not numerous, and may not be so gamesome 
or fond of frolic, as he would desire them to be." 

" I know that well," answered the archer, " nor would I say a word con- 
cerning your honour's lieutenant for joining any honest fellows, however 
inferior their rank, in tho wrestling ring, or at a bout of quarterstaff. Bat 
if Sir Aymer de Valence has a fondness for martial tales of former days, me- 
thinks he had hotter learn them from the ancient soldiers who have followed 
Edward the First, whom God assoilzie, and who have known before his time 
the Barons' wars and other onslaughts, in which the knights and archers 
of merry England transmitted so many gallant actions to be recorded by 
fame; tnis truly, I say, were more beseoming the Earl of Pembroke's 
nephew, than to see him closet himself dny after day with a strolling min- 
Btrel, who gains his livelihood by reciting nonsense and lies to such young 
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men as are fond enough to believe bim, of whom hardly ivny one knows 
whether he be English or Seottiah in his opiaioDS, and still less ean any one 
pratend to Bay whether ho is of English or Seottish birth, or with what 
purpose he lies lounging about thia cnstle, and is left free to eommnQioata 
every thing which passes within it to those old matterers of matins at St. 
Bride's, who eay with their tongnee God save King Edward, but pray in 
tlieir hearts God save King Bobert the Bruce. Such a communication he 
can easily carry on by means of his eon, who lies at Saint Bride's cell, as 
your worship knows, under pretence of illness." 

" How do you say!" exclaimed the governor, "under pretence? — is he 
not then really indisposed!" 

" Nay, he may be sick to the death for aught I know," said the archer ; 
" but if so, were it not then more natural that the father should attend his 
son's sick-bed, than that he should be ranging about tliis castle, where one 
eternally meets him in the old Baron's stuuy, or in some oonier, where you 
least expect to find him?" 

"If he has no lawful object," replied the knight, "it might be a« ,Voa 
say ; but he is Bjwd to be in quest of ancient poems or prophecies of Merlin, 
of the Rhymer, or some other old bard; ana in truth it is natural for hira 
to wish to enlarge his stock of knowledge and power of giving amusement, 
and whore should he find the means save in a study filled with ancient 
books?" 

" No doubt," replied the^reher, with a sort of dry oivil sneer of incre- 
dulity ; " I have seldom known an inaurrcotion in Scotland but that it was 
prophesied by some old forgotten rhyme, conjured out of dust and cobwebs, 
for the sake of giving courage to these North Country rebels, who durst not 
otherwise have abidden the whistling of the grey-goose shaft; but curled 
heads are hasty, and, with license, even your own train. Sir Knight, retains 
too much of the fire of youth for such uncertain times aa the present." 

"Thou hast convinced me, Gilbert Green leaf, and I will look into thia 
man's business and occupation more closely than hitherto. Thia is no time 
to peri! the safety of a royal caatle for the sake of affecting generosity 
towards a man of whom we know so little, and to whom, till we receive a 
very full explanation, we may, without doing him injustice, attach grave 
suspicions. Is ho now in the apartment called the Baron's study !" 

"Your worship will be certain to find him there," replied Greanleaf. 

"Then follow me, with two or three of thy comrades, and keep out of 
sight, but within hearing ; it may be necessai'y to arrest this man." 

" My assistance," said the old archer, " shall be at band when you call, 

"But what!" said the knight; "I hope I am not to find doubts and dis- 
obedience oa all hands!" 

" Certainly not on miue," replied Greenleaf ; " I would only remind your 
worship that what I have said was a sincere opinion expreeaed in answer to 

Jour worship's question ; and that, oa Sir Aymer de valence has avowed 
imself the patron of this man, I would not willingly be left to the hazard 
of hia revenge." 

" Pshaw !" answered De "Walton, " is Aymer de Valence governor of this 
castle, or am 1 ? or to whom do you imagine you are responsible for answer- 
ing such queationa as I may put to you?" 

" Nay," replied the archer, secretly not displeased at seeing De Walton 
show some little jealousy of his own authoi'ity, " believe me. Sir Knight, 
that I know my own station and your worship's, and that I am not now M 
be told to whom I owe obedience." 

" To the study, then, and let us find the man," said the governor. 

" A fine matter, indeed," subjoined Greonleaf, following him. " that your 
worship should have to go in person to look after tho arrest of so moan an 
individfual. But your honour is right; these minstrels are often jugglers, 
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and posBess the power of making their escape by meana wliieli borrel* folk 
like mjaelf ace dieposed to attribute to necromancy." 

Without attending to these last words, Sir John de Walton set forth 
towards the atndj, walking at a quick pace, as if this convorsation lind 
augmented his desire to find himself in possession of the person of tha 
suspected minstrel. 

TraverMng the ancient pasaa^a of tha oaatle, the (governor had no diffi- 
cnity in reaching the studj, which was strongly ranlted with stone, and 
furnished with a sort of iron cabinet, intended for the preservation of articles 
and papers of value, in case of fire. Here he found the minstrel seated at 
a small table, sustdning before him a manuaoript, apparently of great anti- 
quity, from which he seemed eneaged in making estraots. The windows 
of the room were very smaii, and etill showed some traces that they had 
originally been glaacd with a painted history of Saint Bride — another mark 
of the devotion of t)ie great family of Doagks f« their tutelar saint. 

The minstrel, who had seemed deeply wrapped in the contemplation of 
his task, on being disturbed by the unlooked-for entrance of Sir John de 
Walton, rose with every mark of respect and humility, and, remaining 
standing in the governor's presence, appeared to wait for his interrogations, 
as if he had anticipated that the visit concerned himself particularly. 

" I am to suppose, Sir Minstrel," Siud Sir John de Walton, " tnat you 
have been successful in your search, and have found the roll of poetry or 
prophecies that you proposed to seek after atttongst these broken shelves 
and tattered volumes?" 

" More suoeessful than I could have expected," replied the minstrel, 
" considering the effects of the conflagration. This, Sir Knight, is appa- 
rently the fatal volume for which I sought, and strange it is, considering 
tha heavy chance of other books contained in this library, that I have been, 
able to find a few though imperfect fragments of it." 

" Since, therefore, you have been permitted to indulge your curiosity," 
s^d the governor, " I trusty minstrel, you will have no objection to satisfy 

The minstrel replied with the same humility, "that if there was any 
thing within the poor compass of his skill which could gratify Sir John de 
Walton in any degree, he would but reach his lute, and presently obey his 
commands." 

" You mistake, Sir," said Sir John, somewhat harshly. " I am none of 
those who have hours to spend in listening to tales or music of former days ; 
my life hia hardly given me time enough fgl: teaming th? duties of my pro- 
fession, far less has it allowed me leisure ffiffljjeh [wangling follies. I care 
not who knows it, but my ear is so inoapaplCdT judging of your art, which 
you doubtless think a noble one, that I can scarcely tell the modulation of 
one tune from another." 

" In that case," replied Uie minstrel composedly, ," I can hardly promise 
myself the pleasure of affordin^jour worship the aaiosement which I might 
otherwise have done." 

" Nor do I look for anyj|^«ur hand," said the governor, advancing a 
step nearer to him, and sp^^^g in a sterner tone. "I want information, 
sir, which I am assured yoii can give aie, if you incline ; and it is my duty 
to tell you, that if you show nnWiliin guess to apeak the truth, I know means 
by which it will become my painful duty to extort it in a more disagreeable 
manner than 1 would wish." 

" If your questions, Sir Kijight," answered Bertram, " be such as I can 
or ought to answer, there shall be no occasion to put them more than once. 
If they are such as I cannot or ought not to reply to, believe me that no 
threats of violence will extort an answer from me." 
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"You speak boldly," said Sir John de Walton; '■but take my word for 
it, that your courage will be put to tha test. I am as little fond of proceed- 
ing to such extremities as you can be of undei'going tJiem, but such iTillbe 
tho natural conaequenoe of your own obstinacy. I tbearefore ask you, -whe- 
ther Bertram be your real name — whether Tou hate any other profession 
than that of a travelling minstrel — and, lastiy, whether you have any 
acqunintance or connexion with any Englishman or Soottishman beyond 
the walls of this Caatle of Douglas?'' 

" To these questions," replied the minstrel, " I have already answered the 
worabipfgl knight. Sir Ajmer de Valence, and having fully satisfied him, 
it is not, I conceive, necessary that I should undergo a second examination; 
ncr is it consistent eithor with your worship's honour, or that of the lieu- 
tenant-governor, that such a re-examination should take place." 

"Tou are very considerate," replied the governor, " of my honour and 
of that of Sir Ajmer de Valence. Take my word for it, they are both in 
perfect safety in our own keeping, and may dispense with your attentioR. 
I ask you, will you answer ihe enquiries which it is my duty to make, or 
am I to enforce obedience by putting you under the penalties of the ques- 
tion ? I have already, it is n\y duty to say, seen the answers you have 
returned to my lieutenant, and they do not satisfy me." 

He at the same time clapped his hands, and two or three archers showed 
themselves stripped of their tunics, and only attired in their shirts and 

" I nnderstand," said the minatre!, " that you intend to inflict upon me a 
punishment which is foreign to the genius of the English laws, ia tiiat no 
proof is adduced of my gailt. I hiive already told that I am by birth an 
Englishman, by profession a minstrel, and tliat I am totally unconnected 
with any person likely to nourish any design against this Castle of Doaglas, 
Sir John de Walton, or his garrison. What answers you may extort from 
me by bodily agony, I cannot, to speak as a plain-dealing Christian, hold 
myself responsible for. I think that I can endure as much pain as anyone; 
I am sure that I never yet felt a degree of agonj, that I would not wiDingly 
prefer to breaking my plighted word, or becoming a false informer against 
innocent persons ; but I own I do not know the extent to which the art of 
torture may be carried; and though I do not fear you. Sir John de Walton, 
yet I must acknowledge that I fear myself, since I know not to what extre- 
mity your cruelty may be capable of Buhjeoting me, or how far I may be 
enabled to bear it. I, therefore, in the first place, protest, that I ehal! in 
no manner be liable for any words which I may utter in the course of any 
examination enforoeS from me by torture ; and you must therefore, under 
such eircumstanoes, proceed to the execution of an office, which, permit me 
to say, is hardly that which I expected to have found thus administered by 
an accomplished knigbt like yoorsolf." 

■ " Hark you, sir," replied the governor, " you and I are at issue, and in 
doing my duty, I oiightinstantly to proceed to the estremities I have threat- 
ened ; but perhaps jou yourself feel less reluctance to undergo tlie exami- 
nation as proposed, than I shall do in commanding it ; I will therefore con- 
sign you for the present to a place of confinement, suitable to one who is 
suspected of being a spy upon this fortress. Until you are pleased to remove 
such suspicions, your lodgings and nourishment are those of a prisoner. 
In the meantime, before subjecting you to tho question, take notice, I will 
myself rida to the Abbey of Saint Bride, and satisfy myself whether the 
young person whom you would pass as your son, is possessed of the same 
determination as that which you yourself seem to assert. It may so happen 
that his examination and yours may throw such light upon eaoh other aa 
will decidedly prove either your guilt or innocence, without its being con- 
firmed by the use of the extraordinary question. If it bo otherwise, tremble 
for your son's sake, if act for your own,— Have I shaken you, sir? —or do 
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you feitr, for yonr boy's young BJDewB and joints, the eogines which, in your 
case, YOU aeem willing to defy ?" 

" Sir," answered the minstrel, recovering from the momentary emotion 
he had shown, " I leave it to yourself, as a man of honour and candour, 
whether you ought, in common fairness, to form a worse opinion of any man, 
because he is not unwilling to incur, in his own person, eeverlfiea which he 
would not desire io he infkoted upon his child, a sickly youth, just recover- 
ing from a dangerous disease." 

" It is my duty," answered De Walton, after a short pause, " to leave no 
stone unturned by which this business may be traced to the source ; and if 
thou desirest mercy for thy son, thou wilt thyself most easily attain it, by 
Betting him the example of honesty and plain-de aline," 

The minstrel threw himself back on the seat, as if fully resolved to bear 
every eztremity that could be inflicted, rather than make any farther answer 
than he had already offered. Sir John de Walton himself seemed in some 
degree uncertain what might now be his best course. He felt an invincible 
repugnance to proceed, without due consideration, in what most people 
would have deemed the direct line of his duty, by inflicting the torture both 
upon father and son ; but deep as was his sense of devotion towards the 
King, and numerous as were the hopes and expectations he had formed 
upon the striet discharge of his present high trust, he could not resolve 
upon having recourse at once to this cruel method of cutting the knot. 
Bertram's appearance was venerable, and his power of words not unworthy 
of his aspect and bearing. The governor remembered that Aymer de 
Valence, whose judgment in general it was impossible to deny, had described 
him as one of those rare individuals, who vindicated the honour of a cor- 
rupted profession by their personal good behaviour; and he acknowledged 
to himself, that there was gross cruelty and injustice in refusing to admit 
the prisoner to the credit of being a true and honest man, until, by way of 
proving his rectitude, he had strained every sinew, and crushed every joint 
in his body, as well as those of his son. " I havo no touchstone," he said 
internally, " which can distinguish truth from falsehood ; the Bruce and his 
followers are on the alert, — he has certainly equipped the galleys which lay 
at Eachrin during winter. This story, too, of Greenleaf, about arms being 
procured for a new insurrection, tallies strangely with the appearanoe of 
that savage-looking, forester at the hunt; and all tends to show, that some- 
thing is upon the anvil which it is my duty to provide against. I will, there- 
fore, pass over no cireumstance by which I can affect the mind through 
hope or fear ; but, please God to give me light from any other source, I will 
not think it lawful to torment these unfortunate, and, it may yet be, honest 
men." He accordingly took his departure from the library, whispering a 
word to Greenleaf respecting tlie prisoner. 

He had reached the outward door of the study, and his satellites had 
already t-aken the minstrel into their grasp, when the voice of the old man 
was heard calling upon De Walton to return for a single moment. 

" What hast thou to say, sir V said the governor ; " be speedy, for I have 
already lost more time in listening to thee than I am answerable for ; and 

eo I advise thee for thine own sake" 

"I advise thee," said the minstrel, "for thine own sake. Sir John de 
Walton, to beware how thou dost insist on thy present purpose, by which 
thou thyself alone, of all men living, will most severely suffer. If thon 
harmest a hair of that youna; man's head~nay, if thou permittest him to 
undergo any privation which it is in thy power to prevent, thou wilt, in 
doing BO, prepare for thine own sufiering a degree of agony more acute than 
anything else in this mortal world oould cause thee. I swear by the most 
blessed objects of our holy religion ; I call to witness that holy sepulchre, 
of which I have been an unworthy visitor, that I speak nothing but the 
truth, and that thou wilt one day testify thy gratitude for the part I ajn 
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aetmg. If; is my interest, aa well aa yours, to Becura you in the safa 
Dssion of this castle, although assuredly I know some things respecting 
it, and respecting your -worship, which I am not at liberty to tell without 
the consent of that youth. Bring mo hot a nota under hia hand, consent- 
ing K> iny taking jou into our mystery, and believe me, you will soon sea 
thoss clouds charmed away ; sinoe there was never a doleAiI uncertainty 
which more speedily changed to joy, or a thunder-cloud of adversity ■which 
more instantly gave way to sunshine, than would then the suspicions which 
appear now so formidable." 

He spoke with so much earnestness as to make some impression upon Sir 
John de Walton, who was once more wholly at a loss to know what line hia 
duty called upon him to pursue. 

" I would most gladly," said the governor, " follow out my purpose by 
the gentlest means in my power; and I shall bring no furtier distress upon 
this poor lad, than thine own obstinacy and hia shall appear tfl deserve. In 
the meantime, think, Sir Miaatrel, that my duty has limits, and if I slack 
it for a day, it will become theo to exert every effort in thy power to meet 
my condescension. I will give thee leave to address thy son by a line under 
thy hand, andl will await his answer before I proceed farther in this matter, 
which seems to be very mysterious. Meantime, as thou hast a soul to be 
saved, I conjure thee to speak the truth, and tell me whether the secrets of 
which thou seemcst to bo a too faithful treasurer, have regard to the prac- 
tices of Douglas, of Bruce, or of any in their names, against this Castle of 
Douglas?" 

The prisoner thought a moment, and then replied — "I am awnro. Sir 
Knight, of the severe charge under which this command is intrustod to 
your hands, and were it in my power to assist jOu, as a faithful minstrel 
and ioyal subject^ either with hand or tongue, I should feel mjaelf called 
upon so to do ; but so far am I from bein^ the character your suspicions 
have apprehended, that I should have held it for eertain that the Bruce and 
Douglas had assembled their followers, for the purpose of renouncing their 
rebellious attempts, and taking their departure for the Holy Land, but for 
the apparition of the forester, who, I hear, bearded you atthe hunting, which 
impresses upon me the belief, that when so resolute a follower and hench- 
man of the Douglas was sitting fearless among you, his master and com- 
rades could be at no great distance — how far his intentions could be friendly 
to you, I mast leave it to yourself to judge ; only believe me thus far, that 
the rack, pulley, or pincers, would not have compelled me to act the in- 
former, or adviser, in a quarrel wherein I have little or no share, if I had 
not been desirous of fixing tho belief upon you, that jou are dealing with a 

true man, and one who has your welfare at "heart Meanwhile, permit me 

to have writing materials, or let my own ho restored, for I possess, in some 
degree, tho higher arts of my calling; nor do I fear but that I can pro- 
cure for you an explanation of these marvels, without much more loss 
of time." 

" God grant it prove so," said the governor ; " though I see not well how 
I can hope for so favourable a termination, and I may sustain groat harm 
by trusting too much oa the present occasion. My duty, however, requires 
that, in the meantime, you be removed into strict confinement." 

He handed to the prisoner, as he spoke, tho writing materials, which had 
been seized upon by the archers on tbeir first entrance, and then commanded 
those satellites to unhand the minstrel. 

" I must, then," said Bertram, " remstin subjected to all the severities of 
a strict captivity ; but I deprecate no hardship whatever in my own jieraon, 
to I may secure you from acting with a degree of rashness, of which you 
■will all your life repent, without the means of atoning." 

" No more words, minstrel," said the governor ; "but since I have made 
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my choice, perhaps a very dangerous one for mjHolf, let us carry this spell 
into execution, which thou sajest is to serve me, as marinera say that oil 
Bproad upon the raging biilowB will assuage their furj." 



Clmiihr tliE Snitlt. 



J>im Juan, CSRto XVII. 

The raiostrel made no vtun boast of the skill which he possessed in the 
use of pen and ink. In fact, do pi-iest of the timo could have produced iiia 
little scroll more apeodiiy, more ueatiy composed, or more fairly written, 
than were the lines addressed " To the youth called Augustine, son of Bei> 
tvam the Minstrel." 

"I have not folded this letter," said ho, "nor Ued it with silk, for it is 
not expressed so as to explain the mystery to ^ou; nor, to speak frankly, 
do I think that it can convey to you any int*lhgeace ; hut it may bo satis- 
factory to show you what the letter does not contain, and that it ia written 
from and to a person who both mean kindly towards you and your gar- 

"That," said the governor, "is a deception which is easily practised; it 
tends, however, to show, though not with certainty, that you are disposed t<i 
act upon good faith; and until the contrary appear, I shall consider it a 
point of duty to ti'eat you with as much gentleness as the matter admits of. 
Meantirae, I will myself ride to the Abbey of Saint Bride, and in person 
examine the yonng prisoner ; and as you say he has the power, so I pray 
to Heaven he may have the will, to read this riddle, which soeins to throw 
lis all into confusion." So saying, he ordered his horse, and while it was 
getting ready, be perused with groat composure the minstrel's letter. Its 
contents ran thus: — 

"Dear Augustine, 
r John de Walton, the governor of this castla, has conceived those 
lions which I pointed out as likely to be the consequence of our coming 

is country without an avowed errand. I at least am seized, and threat- 
ened with examination under torture, to force me t« t«ll the purpose of our 
journey ; but the^ shall tear the flesh from my bones, ore tliey force me to 
break the oath which I have taken. And the purport of this letter is to 
apprize you of the danger in which you stand of being placed in similar 
circumstances, unless you are disposed to authorize me to make the dis- 
covery to this knight; out on this subject you are only to express your own 
wishes, being assured they shall be in every respect attended to by your 
devoted " Bebtbam." 

This letter did not throw the smallest light upon the mystery of the 
writer.. The governor read it more than once, and turned it repeatedly in 
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his hand, as if he had hoped by tliat mechanical process to draw something 
from the misaivD, which at a first view the words did not express ; but as no 
result of this sort appeared, De Walton retired to the hall, where he informed 
Sir Aymar de Talence, that he waa going abroad as far as the Abbey of 
Saint Bride, and that ha would be obliged by hia taking upon him the 
duties of gOTemor during his absence. Sir Aymer, of course, intimated 
his acquiescence in the Marge ; and the state of disunion in which they 
stood to each other, permitted no fucthec explanation. 

Upon the arrival of Sir John de Wa!(«n at the dilapidated shrine, the 
abbot, with trembling haste, mada it his business immediately to attend the 
commander of tiia English garrison, upon whom for the present, their bouse 
depended for every indulgence they experienced, aa well as for the sub- 
sistenoe and protection necessary to them in bo perilous a period. Having 
interrogated this old man respecting the youtli residing in the Abbey, De 
Walton was informed that ha had been indisposed sinea left there by hia 
father, Bertram, a minstrel. It appeared to ihs abbot, that his indiaposition 
might be of that. contagious kind which, at that period, ravaged the English 
Borders, and made some incursions into Scotland, where it afterwards 
worked a fearful progreas. After aome farther conversation, Sir John de 
Walton put into the abbot'a hand the letter to the young person under his 
roof, on delivering which to Augustine, the reverend father was charged 
with a message to the English governor, so bold, that he waa afraid to be 
the bearer of it. It signihed, that the youth could not, and would not, at 
that moment, receive the English knight ; but that, if he came book on (he 
morrow after mass, it yras probable he might learn something of what was 
requested. 
" This is 1 

like this to t ^ . ^., , 

your own safety but slenderly in delivering such an insolent m 

The ahhot trembled under the folds of his large coarse habit; and Da 
Walton, imagining that his discomposure was the consequence of guilty 
fear, called upon him to remember the duties which he owed to England, 
the benefits which he had received from himself, and the probable conae- 
quenoe of taking part in a pert boy's insolent defiance of the power of the 
governor of the provinee. 

The abbot vindicated himself from these charges with the utmost anxiety. 
He pledged hia sacred word, that the inconsiderate character of the hoy's 
mesRage was owing to the waywardness arising from indisposition. He 
reminded the governor that, as a Christian and an Englishman, he had 
duties to observe towards the community of Saint Bride, which had never 
civan the English government the least subject of complmnt. As he spoke, 
the churchman seemed to gather courage irom the immunities of his order. 
He said he could not permit a sick boy who had taken refuge within the 
sanctuary of the Churcli, to be eeiaed or subjected to any species of force, 
unless he was accused of a specific crime, capable of being immediately 
proved. The Douglasses, a headstrong race, had, in former days, uniformly 
respected the sanctuary of Saint Briite, and it was not to bo supposed that 
the king of England, the dutiful and obedient child of the Churcli of Eome, 
would act with^ess veneration for her rights, than the followers of a usurper, 
homicide, and excommunicated person like Kobert Bruce. 

Walton was considerably shaken with this remonstrance. He knew that, 
in the circumstances of the times, the Pope had great power in every con- 
troversy in which it was his pleasure to interfere. He knew that even in 
the dispute respeotine the supremacy of Scotland, his Holiness bad set up 
a claim to the kingdom which, in the temper of tho times, might perhaps 
have been deemed superior both to that of Eobert Bruce, and that of Ed- 
■vrard of England, and he conceived his monarch would give him little 
thanks for any fresh embroilment which might take place with the Church. 
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Moreover, it was easy to place a, watcb, bo as to prevent Augaetine from 
escaping during the night ; and on the following morning he would be still 
US effectually in the power of the English governor as if he were seized on 
ly open force at the present moment. Sir John de "Walton, however, so far 
exerted his authority over the ahhot, that he engaged, in consideration of 
the Hanctaary being respected for this space of time, that, when it expired, 
he would bo mding and assisting with his spiritual authority to surrender 
the youth, should ue not allege a snScient reason to the contrary. This 
arrangement, which appeared still to flatter the governor with the prospect 
of an easy termination of this tronblesome dispute, induced him to grant 
the delay which Augustine rather demanded than petitioned for. 

" At your request, Father Abbot, whom I have hitherto found a true man, 
I will indulge this youth with the grace he asks, before faking him into 
custody, nndcrstandiDg that he shall not be permitted to leave this place ; 
and tliou art to be responsible to this effect, giving thee, as is reasonable, 
power to command our little, garrison at Haaelside, to which I will send a 
reinforcement on my return to the Castle, in case it should be necessary to 
use the sti-oiig hand, or circumstances impose upon me other measures. 

" Worthy Sir Knight," replied the Abbot, " I have no idea that the fro- 
wardness of this youth will render any course necessary, saving that of 

Sersuasion ; and I venture to say, that you yourself will in the highest 
egree approve of the method in which I shall acquit myself of my present 

The abbot went through the dudes of hospitality, enumerating what 
simple cheer the cloister of the convent permitted him to offer to the English 
knight. Sir John de Walton declined the offer of refreshment, however — 
took a courteous leave of the churchman, and did not spare his horse until 
the noble animal had brought him again before the Castle of Douglas & r 
Aymer Da Valence met him on the drawbridge, and reported tl e state of 
the garrison to be the same in which he had left it, excepting that int ma 
tion had been received that twelve or fifteen men were expected on their 
way to the town of Lanark; and being on march from the neighbo rl ood 
of Ayr, would that night take up their quarters at the outpost of H^el 

" I am glad of it," replied the governor ; " I was about to strengtl en thit 
detachment. This stripling, the son of Bertram the minstrel, cr wl OPver 
he is, has engaged to deliver himself up for examination in the n n ng 
As this party of soldiers are followers of your uncle, Lord Pembroke may 
I request you will ride to meet them, and command them to rema n at 
Haaelside until you make farther enquiries about this youth, who has still 
to clear up the mystery which hangs about him, and reply to a letter which 
I delivered with my own band to the Abbot of Saint Bride. I have shown 
too much forbearance in this matter, and I trust to your looking to the 
security of this young man, and conveyiuK him hither, with all due caro 
and attention, as being a prisoner of some importance." 

"Certainly, Sir John," answered Sir Aymer; "your orders shall be 
obeyed, since you have none of greater importance for one who hath the 
honour to be second only to yourself in this place." 

" I crave your mercy. Sir Aymer," returned the governor, " if the com- 
mission be in any degree beneath your dignity; but it is our misfortune to 
misunderstand each other, when we endeavour to be most intelligible." 

" But what am I to do," said Sir Aymer — " no way disputing your com- 
mand, but only asking for information — what am I to do, if the Abbot of 
Saint Bride offers opposition 1" 

" How !" answered Sir John de Walton ; "with the reinforcement from 
my Lord of Pembroke, you will command at least twenty war-men, with 
bow and epoar, against five or six timid old monks, with only gown and 
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" True," said Sir Aymer, " but ban and esoommnnication are sonietimes; 
In the present day, too hard for the mail coat, and I would not willingly be 
thrown out of the palo of the Christian Church." 

"Well, then, thou very euspiciouB and sorupuloua young man," replied 
De Walton, " know that if this youth does not deliver himself np tD thee of 
his own accord, the abbot has promised to put him into thy hands." 

There was no farther answer to be made, and De Valence, though still 
thinking himself unnecessarily harassed with the charge of a petty conimis- 
sion, took the sort of half arms which were alwaja used when the knights 
Btirred beyond the walls of the garrison, and proceeded to execut* the com- 
mands of De Walton. A horseman or two, togeUier with his squire Fabian, 
accompanied bin). 

The evening closed in with one of those Scottish mists which are commonly 
said lo be equal to the showers of happier climates ; the path became more 
and more dark, the hills more wreathed in Tapoura, and more difEcnlt to 
traverse ; and all the little petty inconTcniences which rendered travelling 
through the district slow and uncertain, were augmented by the density of 
the fog which overhung every thing. 

Sir Aymer, therefore, occasionally mended his pace, and often incurred 
the fate of one who is over-late, delaying himself by his efforts to make 
greater expedition. The knight bethought himself that he would get into a 
Btraight road bypassing through the almost deserted town of Douglas — the in- 
habitants of which had been treated so severely by the English, in the course 
of those fierce troubles, that most of them who were capable of bearing arms 
had left it, and withdrawn themselves todifferent parts of the country. This 
almost deserted place was defended by a rude palisade, and a ruder draw- 
bridge, which gave entrance into streets so narrow,, as to admit with diffi- 
culty three horses abreast, and evincing with what strictness the ancient 
lords of tbe village adhered to their prejudice against fortifications, and their 
opinran in favour of keeping the field, ao queJntly expressed in the well- 
knoirn proverb of the family, — " It is better to hear the lark sing than the 
mouse onoep." The streets, or rather the lanes, were dark, but for a ehiftJng 
gieam of moonlight, which, as that planet began to rise, was now and then 
visible upon some st«epnnd narrow gable. No souDd of domestic industry, 
or domestic festivity, was heard, and no ray of oandle or firelight glanced 
from the windows of the houses; the ancient ordinance called the curfew, 
which the Conqueror had introduced into England, was at this time in full 
force in such parU of Scotland as were thought doubtful, and likely to rebel ; 
under which desciiption it need not be said the ancient possessions of the 
Douglas were most especially regarded. The Church, whose Gothic monu- 
ments were of a magnificent character, had been, as far as possible, destroyed 
by fire ; but the rums, held together by_ the weight of tlie massive stones of 
which they were composed, still sufficiently evinced the greatness of the 
family at whose cost it had been raised, and whose bones, from immemorial 
time, had been entombed in its orypts. . 

Paying little attention to these relics of departed splendour. Sir Aymer 
de Valence advanced with bis email detachment, and had passed the scat- 
tered fragments of the cemetery of the Douglasses, when to nis surprise, the 
noise of his horse's feet was seemingly replied to by sounds which lung like 
those of another knightly steed advancing heavily up the street, as if it were 
to meet him. Valence was unable to conjecture what might be the cause 
of these warlike sounds ; the ring and the clang of armour was distinct, and 
the heavy tramp of a war-horse was not to be mistaken by the ear of a war- 
rior. The difficulty of keeping soldiers from straying out of quarters by 
night, would have sufficiency accounted for the appearance of a straggling 
" ' oldier; but it was more difficult to account for a mounted horseman, in 
JTnpur ; and such was the apparition which a peouliai-ly bright glimpse 
oontight now showed at the bottom of the causowtjed hill. Perhaps 
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tlie unkDown warrior obtained at the same time ti glance of Aynier (to 
Valence and liia armed followers — at least each of them shouted " Who goes 
there?" — the alarm of the times; and on the instant the deep answers of 
" St. George !" on the one side, and " The Douglas I" on the other, awakened 
the still echoes of the small and ruinous street^ and the silent arches of the 
dilapidated church. Astonished at a war-cry with which bo many recoUea- 
tions were connected, the English knight spurred his horse at full gallop 
down the steep and broken deBcent leajJicg out at the south or south-east 
gate of the town ; and it was the work of an instant to cail out, " Ho ! Saint 
George 1 upon the insolent Tillain all of joo I — To the gate, Fabian, and cut 
him off from flight I — Saint George ! I say, for England ! Bows and bills ! 
— bows and hills \" At the same time Aymer de Valence laid in test hia 
own long lance, which he snatched from tie squire by whom it was carried. 
Bat the light was seen and gone in an instant, and tJiough De Talenoe con- 
eluded that the hostile wamor bad hardly room to avoid his career, yet he 
could take no aim for the encounter, unless by mere guess, and continued to 
plunge down the dark declivity, among shattered slwnes and other encum- 
brances, without groping out with hisTance the object of his pursuit. He 
rode, in shorty at a broken gallop, a descent of about fifty or sixtjj yards, 
without having any reason to suppose that he had mot the figure whioh had 
appeared to him, although Uie narrowness of the street Bcarceiy admitted his 
having paBsed him, unless both horse and horseman could have melted at 
the moment of encounter like an air-bubble. The riders of his suite, mean- 
while, were struck with a feeling like supernatural terror, which a number 
of singular adventures had caused most of them to attach to the name of 
Douglas ; and when he reached the gate by whioh the broken street was 
terminated, there was none close behind him but Tabian, in whose head no 
suggestions of a timorous nature could outlive the sound of his dear master's 

Here there were a post of English archers, who were turning out in 
considerable alarm, when De Talence and his page rode in amongst them. 
"VillainBl" shouted De Valence, "why were you not upon your duty? 
Who was it passed through your post even now, with the traitorous cry of 
Douglas ?" 

•" Wo know of no such," said the captain of the watch. 

" That is to say, you besotted villains," answered the young knight, " you 
have been drinking, and have slept?" 

The men protested the contrary, but in a confused manner, which was 
far from overcoming De Valence's suspicions He ille 1 loudly to bring 
cressets, torches, and candles ; and a few rema nu g nhnb tants began to 
make their unwilling appearance, with such var ous means of giving light 
as they chanced to possess. They heard the sto y of the young BngHsh 
knight with wonder ; nor, although it was conflrmed bj all ho retinue, did 
they ^ve credit to the recital, more than that the Englishmen wished some- 
how or other to pick a quarrel with the people of the palace, under the pre- 
tence of their having admitted a retiuner of their ancient lord by night into 
the tewn. They protested, therefore, their innocence of the cause of tumult, 
and endeavoured to seem active in hasteningfrom house to house, and corner 
to corner, with their torches, in order to discover the invisible cavalier. The 
English suspected them no less of treachery, than the Scottish imagined the 
whole matter a pretest for bringing an accusation, on the part of the young 
knight, against the citizens. The women, however, who now began to issue 
from the houses, had a key for the solution of the apparition, which nt that 
time was believed of efficacy sufficient to solve any mystery. "The devil," 
they said, " must have appeared visibly amongst them," an esnlanatioa 
which had already occurred to the followers of the young knight ; tor that a 
living man and horse, both as it seemed, of a gigantic siao, could be conjured 
in the twinkling of an oye, and appear in a street secured at one end by tha 
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best of the arehorB, and at the other by the horsemen under Valence biniself, 
wSiS altogether, it Bcomod, a thing itopossible. The inhabitants did not 
venture to put their thougbts oa the snbjeot into language, for fear of giving 
offence, and only indtoated by a passing word to eaoh other the secret degree 
of pleasure which thev felt in the confusion and embarrassment of the 
English garrison. Still, however, they oontinusd to affect a great deal of 
intarealin the alarm which De Valence had received, and the anxiety which 
he expressed to discover the cause. 

At length a female voice spoke above the Babel of confused sounds, 
saying, "Where ia the Southern Kuight? I am sure that I can tell him 
where he can find the only person who can help him out of his present 
difficulty." 

" And who ia that, good woman 1" sdd Aymor de Valence, who was grow- 
ing every moment more impatient at the loss of time, which was flying fast, 
in an investigation which had something vezatioaa in it, and even ridicu- 
lous. At the same time, the sight of an armed partisan of the Douglasses, 
in their own native town, seemed to bode too seriouB eonsequeuces, if it 
should be suffered to pass without being probed to the bottjjm. 

" Come hither to me," said the female voice, " and I wili name ffl you the 
only person who can explain all matters of this kind that chance ia this 
country." On this the knight snatched a torch from some of those who 
were present, and holding it np, descried the person who spoke, a tall 
woman, who evidently endeavoured to render herself- remarkable. When 
be approached her, she communicated her intelligence in a grave and sen- 
tentious tone of voice. 

"We had once wise men, that could have answered any parables which 
might have been put to them for explanation in this country side. Whether 
you yourselves, gentlemen, have not bad some hand in weeding them out, 
good troth, it is not for the like of me to say ; at any rate, good counsel is 
not so easy come by as it was in this Douglas country, nor, may be, is it a 
safe thing to pretend to the power of giving it." 

" Good woman," said De Valence, " if you will give me an explanation 
of this mystery, I will owe you a kirtle of the best raploch grey." 

" It is not I," said the old woman, " that pretend to possess the know- 
ledge which way assist yon; but I would lain know that the man whom I 
shall name to you shall be skaithloss and harmless. Upon your knighthood 
and your honour, willyou promise to me so much ?" 

"Assuredly," said De Valence, " such a person shall even have thaoks 
and reward, if he is a faitiifol informer ; ay, and pardon, moreover, although 
he may have listened to any dangerous practices, or been concerned in any 

" Oh ! not he," replied the female ; " it is old Goodman Powheid, who 



has the charge of the muniments," (meaning probably monuments,) " 
is, such part of them as you English have left standing ; I mean the old 
sexton of^ the kirk of Douglas, who can tell more stories of these old folk, 
whom your bonoup is not very fond of hearing named, than would last ua 
from this day to Yule." 

"Does anybody," said the knight, "know whom it is that this old 

" I conjecture," replied Fabian, " that she speaks of an old dotard, who 
is, I think, the general referee concerning tlie history and antiquities of 
this old town, and of the savage family that lived hero perhaps before the 
flood." 

"And who, I dare say," said the knight, "knows as much about the 
matter aa she herself does. But where is this man ? a sexton is he ? He 
may be acquainted with places of concealment, which are often fabricated 
in Gothic buildings, and known to those whose business calls them to 
frequent them. Come, my good old damo, bring this man to me; or, 
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■what may be batter, I will go to him, for we have already spent too muoh 

"Q'imel" replied the old woman, — "is time an object with your honour! 
I am sure I can hardly got so much for mine aa will hold soul aud body 
togstber. You are not far from the old man's house." 

She led the way accordingly, blundering over heaps of rubbish, and 
encountering all the embarrassments of a ruinous street, in lighting the 
way to Sir Aymer, who, giving his horsa to ono of his attendants, and 
desiring Tabian to be ready at a oall, serambled after as well as the slow- 
ness of his guide would permit. 

Both were soon involved in the remains of the old church, macli dilapi- 
dated as it had been by wanton damage done to it by the soldiery, and so 
much impeded by rubbish, that the knight mai'velled how the old woman 
could find tho way. She kept talking all the while as she stumbled coward. 
Sometimes she called out in a soreechtag tone, " Powheid I LaKams Pow- 
heid!" — and then muttered — "Ay, ay, the old man will be busy with 
some of hia duties, aa he ealla them ; I wonder he fashes wi' them in these 
times. But never mind, I warrant fJiey will last for his day and for mine ; 
and the times, Lord help us 1 for all that 1 can see, are well enough for 
those that are to live in them." 

"Are you sure, good woman," replied the knight, "that there is any 
inhabitant in these ruins? For my part, I should rather suppose that you 
are taking me to the charnel-house of the dead," 

" Maybe jou are light," said the old woman, with a ghastly laugh ; 
"carles and carlines agree weel with funeral vaulta and charnel-houses, 
and when an auld bedral dwells near the dead, ho ia living, ye ken, among 
his customers — Halloo 1 Powheid! Laaarus Powheid I tliere is a gentleman 
would speak with you ;" and she added, with some sort of emphasis, " an 
English noble senfieman — one of the honourable garrison." 

An old man^s step was now heard advancing, so slowly that the glim- 
mering light which he held in his hand waa visible on the ruined walla of 
fhe vault some time before it showed the person who bore it. 

The shadow of the old man was also projected upon the illuminated wall 
ire his person oame in view ; his dress was in considerable confusion, 
owing to his having been roused from his bed; and since artificial light 
was forbidden by the regulations of the garrison, the natives of Douglas 
Dale spent in sleep the time that they could not very well get rid of by any 
other means. The sexton was a tall thin man, emaciated by years and by 
privations; hiabodvwasbent habitually by bis occupation of grave-digging, 
and his eye naturally inclined downward to the scene of his labours. His 
hand sust^ned the cruise or little lamp, which he held so as to throw light 
upon his visitant; at the same time it displayed (o the young knight the 
features of the person with whom he was now confronted, which, though 
neither handsome nor pleasing, were strongly marked, sagiwiious, and vene- 
rable, indicatjng, at the same time, & certain air of dignity, whioh age, even 
mere poverty, may be found oooasionally to bestow, aa conferring tliat last 
melancholy species of independence proper to those whose situation can 
hardly by any imaginable means, be rendered much worse than years and 
fortune have already made it. The habit of a lay brother added somewhat 
of religious importance to his appearance. 

" What would you with me, young man 1" said the sexton. " Your youth- 
ful features, and your gay dress, bespeak one who stands ia need of my 
ministry neither for himself nor for others/' 

" I am indeed," replied the knight, " a living man, and therefore need not 
either shovel or pick-axe for my own behoof. I am not, as jou see, atlired 
in mourning, and therefore need not your offices in behalf of any friend ; I 
would only ask you a few questions,'' 

" What you would have done must needs be done, you being at prcsaiit 
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one of oiii- rulers, and, aa I thinl:, a man of autlioritv,' pi d th 
"follow ma this way into ray poor habitation; I h 11 b ( 
my day; and jet, Heaven knows, it is good enough t wh 

men of much greater consequence must perforce content th m 1 

lie opened a lowly door, which was fitted, though irr m 1 ly t n,a 

the entrance of a vaulted apartment, where it appear d th 1 tl Id man 
held, apart from the living world, hia wretched and 1 ti j d 11 g,* 
The floor, composed of paving stones, laid together with some acouracy, and 
hero and there inscribed wilt letters and hieimglyphios, as if they had onco 
upou a lime serred to distinguish sepulchres, was indifferently well swept, 
and a Are at the upper end direoled its smoke int-o a hole which served for 
a chimney. The spade and pick-axe, (with other tools,) which the cham- 
berlain of mortality makes nse of, lay scattered about the apartment, and, 
with a rude stool or two, and a table, where some inexperienced hand bad 
uiiquestionahly supplied the labours of the joiner, were nearly the only fur- 
niture, if we include the old man's bad of straw, lying in a corner, and dis- 
composed, as if he had been just raised from it. At the lower end of the 
apartment, the wall was almost entirely covered by a large escutcheon, such 
M is usually hung oyer the graves of wen of very high rank, having the 
appropriate c^uarters, to the number of sixteen, each properly blazoned and 
distinct, placed as ornaments around the principal armorial coat itself. 

" Let us sit," said the old man ; " the posture will better enable my fill- 
ing ears to apprehend your meaning, and the asthma will deal with me 
mors mercifully in permitting me to make you understand mine." 

A pea! of short asthmatic coughs attested the violenoe of the disorder 
which he had laat named, and the young knight followed his host's esample, 
in sitting down on one of the rickety stools by the side of the fire. The 
old man brought from one comer of the apartment an apron, which he occa- 
sionally wore, full of broken boards in irregular pieces, some of which were 
covered witli black cloth, or driven full of nails, Dlaok, a« it might happen, 

"You will find this fresh fuel necessary," said the old man, "to keep 
some degree of heat within this waste apartment; nor are the vapours of 
mortality, with which this vault is apt to be filled, if the fire is permitted 
to become extinot, indifferent to the lungs of tlie dainty and the healthy, 
like your worship, though to me they are oecome habitual. The wood will 
catch fire, although it is some lime ere the damps of the grave are overcome 
by the drier six, and the warmth of the chimney." 

Accordingly, the relics of mortality with which the old man had heaped 
iiis fireplace, began by degrees to send forth a thick unotuoua vapour, which 
at length leaped to light, and blading up the aperture, gave a degree of live- 
liness to the gloomy scene. The blaaonry of the huge escutcheon met and 
returned the rays with as brilliant a reflection as that lugubrious object was 
capable of, and the whole apartment looked with a fantastic gaiety, strangely 
mingled with the gloomy ideas which its ornaments were calculated to im- 
press upon the imagination. 

" You are astonisTied," s^d the old man, " and perhaps, Sir Knight, yoa 
have never before seen these relics of the dead applied to the purpose of 
rendering the living, in some degree, move comfortable than then- oondition 
would otherwise admit of." 

" Comfortable 1" returned the Knight of Valence, shrugging his shoul- 
ders ; " I should be sorry, old man, to know that I had a dog that was as 
indifferently quartered as thou art, whose grey hairs have certainly seen 
better days." 

Hie 5eh™ d> a (IwaWis-plocB, •ail the wli/ile scene ef Ihe oW miin't ielemsw »ilh De Vafeueo^a, U 
'¥0^X11,— 21 
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" It may be," anawered the sexton, " and Jt may be otherwise ; but it was 
not, I presume, eotioeruiug ray own history thatyour worship seemed dis- 
posed to aek me some questions; and I would venture to enquire, therefore, 
to whom thej haya relation ?" 

" I will speak plainly to you," replied Sir Aymer, " and you will at once 
aobnowledgo tho necessity of giving a short and disdnot reply. I have 
even now mat in the streets of this village a, person only h t m b 
single flash of light, who had tho audacity to display tl 1 

and ntter the war-cry of the Douglaasea ; nay, if I could t t t t 

glance, iJiis daring cavalier had the features and the dark mpl p p 

to the Douglas. I am referred to thee as to one who p m f 

explaining this extraordinary circumstance, which, as E |,1 h k ght 
and one holding a charge under King Edward, I am p t 1 ly W II. d 
upon to make enquiry into." 

"Let me make a distinction," said the old man. Tl D gl f 

former generations are m^ near neighbours, and, aeco d to my p 
tious townsmeu, my acquaintances and visitors ; I can k p my ui 

science to be answerable for their good behaviour, a d t b 1 d 

that none of the old barons, to whom the roots of that m ghty t y t 

is said, be traced, will again disturb with their war-ory tl tow 11 g 

of their native country— not one will parade in moonsh th bl k m 
which has long rusted upon their tombs. 



Look around, Sir Knight, yon have above and around you tho men of whom 
we speak. Beneath us, in a little aisle, (which hath not been opened since 
these thin grey locks were thick and brown,) th 1' th fi t m h m 
I can name as memorable among thoso of th m {,hty 1 It 1 wh m 

the Thane of Athol pointed out to the King of S tl d Sh 1 Dh gl 
or the dark iron-coloured man, whose eserti h d g d 1 h ttl f 
his native prince; and who, according to thi I g d b q tli d h m 

to onr dale and town, though others say thth aca&mdtl m 
of Douglass from the stream so called in unreo ddtm If tlyhd 
their fastness on its banks. Others, hia d lo d ts 11 d E 1 
Hector the first, and Orodh, or Hugh, Willia th fi t f th t d 

Gilmour, the theme of many a minstrel sone m t g h m ts 

done under the oriflammo of Charles the G! t Jmp f P h 

all consigned themBelves to their loet sleep, n h th m m yb IE 

ciently preserved from the waste of time. & th g w k w g 

their groat deeds, their great power, and, nl I th g t un S e- 
thing we also know of a Lord of Douglas wh t ] 1 m t tT f 

held by King Malcolm the First, and wear w thtfmh t 1 
ment t^ hunimg tho wild hart, he built hims If t It d Bl kh , 

in the forest of Ettrick, which perhaps still exiata." 

"I crave your forgiveness, old man," said the knight, "but I have no 
time at present to bestow upon the recitation of the pedigree of the House 
of Douglas. A less matter would hold a well-breathed minstrel in subject 
for recitation for a calendar month, Sundays and holidays included." 

IToder tho baasha of a yAUD^ bimli traa. 
The Oak tbac Jd lunaiDer BTMplpMint Id hBar, 

TiiBi whiitiod Bud ^rnBii*c] ibnf the Winter idavt 
Hfl haUi eD«, aiul a UncJi In lita pitce Is gnwiL 
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"What -ither information can you expect from me," said tha soxton, 
"than that tespeoting those heroes, some of whom it haa beea my lot to 
coneign to that etern^ rest, which will for ever divide the dead from ths 
duties of this world? I have told you where the race sleep, down to the 
Toign of the royal Malcolm. I can tell you also of another vault, in which 
lis Sir John of Douglas-bum, with his son Lord Archibald, and a third 
"William, known by an indenturo with Lord Abernetby. Lastly, I can tell 
you of hira to whom that esoutehoon, with ita appurtenances of splendou* 
and dignity, justly belong. Do you envy that nobleman, whom, if death 
wore in the sound, I would not hesitate to term my honourable patron ? and 
have you any design of dishonouring his remains 7 It will be a poor vic- 
tory 1 nor doea it beeomo a knight and nobleman to como in poreon to enjoy 
Buoh a triumph over the dead, against whom, when he lived, there were few 
knightfl dared spur their horses. He fought in defence of his country, but 
he had cot the good fortune of most of his anoestora, to die on the field of 
battle. Captivity, sickness, and regret for the misfortunes of his native 
land, brought his head to the grave in hie priaon-house, in the land of the 

The old man's voice here became interrupt-ed by emotion, and the Eng- 
lish tnight found it difSoult to continue bis examination in the stern fashion 
which his duty required. 

" Old man," ho said, " I do not require from tbeo this dotail, which must 
be useless to me, as well as painful to thyself. Thou dost but thy duty ia 
rendering justice to thy ancient lord; but thou hast not yet explained to 
me why I have met in this town, this very night, and not halt an hoar 
since, a person in the arms, and bearing the complexion, of one of the Black 
Douglasses, who cried his war-cry as if in, contempt of his conc[Uerors." 

" Surely," replied the sexton, " it ia not my business to explain such a 
fancy, otherwise than by supposing that the natural fears of the Southron 
will raise the spectre of a Douglas at any time, when he is within sight of 
thoir sepulchre. Methinks, in such a night as this, the fairest cavalier 
would wear the oomplexion of this swarthy race, nor can I hold it wondor- 
ful that the war-ery which was once in the throats of so many thousands in 
this country, should issue upon occasion from the mouth of a single cham- 

" You are bol3, old man," returned the English knight; " do you con- 
sider that your life is in my power, and that it may. in certain oases, be my 
duty to inflict death with that degree of pain at which humanity shudders?" 

The old man rose up slowly in the light of the blazing fire, displ^ing 
his emaciated features, which resembled those ascribed by artists to Saint 
Anthony of the desert; and pointing to the feeble lamp, which he placed 
upon the coarse table, thus addressed his interrogator, with an appearance 
of perfect firmness, and something even resembling dignity : — 

"Young knight of Hngland, you see that utensil constructed for the pur- 
pose of dispensing light amid these fatal vaults,^ — ^it is as frail as any thing 
e^in well be, whose flame is supplied by living element, contained in a frame 
fiomposod of iron. It is doubtless in j[our power entirely to end its service, 
by destroying the frame, or extinguishing tne light. Threaten it with such 
annihilation. Sir Knight, and see whether your menace will impress any 
sense of fear either on the element or the iron. Know that you have no 
more power over the frail mortal whom you threaten with similar annihila- 
tion. You may tear from my body tho skin in which it is now swathed, 
but although my nerves might glow with agony during the inhuman ope- 
ration, it would produce no more impression on me than flaying on the 
stag which an arrow has previously pierced through tho heart. My age 
e beyond your cruelty: if you think otherwise, call your agents, and 
— B your operations ; neither threats nor inflictions will enable you 
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to extort from mo any thing that I am not ready to tell you of my own 
accord." 

" You trifle with, me, old maD," said De Valence ; " you talk as if you 
possesEod some Beoret reapecting the motlona of those Douglasses, who are 
to you aa goda, jet you oommunioate no intelligence to mo whatever." 

" You may soon know," replied the old man, " all that a poor sexton has 
to oommunioate ; and it will not increase your knowledge respecting the 
liriag, though it may throw some light upon my proper domains, which are 
those of the dead. The spirits of the deoeased Douglasses do not rest in 
their graves during the tohonour of their monuments, and the downlallof 
their fiouse. That, upon death, the greater part of any line are coMsigned 
to Uie regions of eternal bliss, or of never-ending misery, religion will not 
suffer US to believe, and amidst a race who had so great a share of worldly 
triumph and prosperity, we must suppose there have existed many who 
have been justly subjected to the doom of an intermediate space of punish- 
ment. You have destroyed the temples whioh were buiit by their posterity 
to propitiate Heaven for the welfare of their souls ; you hare silenced the 
prayers and stopt the choirs, by the mediation of whioh the piety of child- 
ren had sought to appease the wrath of Heaven in behalf of their ances- 
tors, subjected to expiatory fires. Can you wonder that the tormented 
spirits, thus deprived of the relief which had been proposed to them, should 
not, according to the common phrase, rest in their graves! Can you won- 
der they should show themselves like discontented loiterers near to the 
places which, but for the manner in whioh you have prosecuted your re- 
morseless warfare, might have ere now afforded them rest? Or do you 
marvel that these fleshless warriors shoald interrupt your marches, and do 
what else their airy nature may permit to disturb your councils, and meet 
as far as they may the hostilities which you make it your boast to carry on, 
as well against those who are deoeased, as agiunst any who may yet survive 
your cruelty!" 

" Old man," replied Aymer de Valence, " you cannot expect that I am to 
fake for answer a story bke this, being a fiction too gross to oharm to sleep 
1 sohoolboy tormented with the toothache ; nevertheless, I thank God that 



thy doom does not remain in my hands. My squire and two archers shall 
carry thee captive to the worshipful Sir John de W '" '~' " " 

Castle and Valley, that he may deal with thee a; 



» believe in your apparitions and ghosts from purgatory. — What ho! 

Fabian I Come hither, and bring with thee two archers of the guard." 

Fabian accordingly, who had waited at the entrance of the rained build- 
ing, now found his way, by the light of the old seston'a lamp, and the 
sound of his master's voice, into the singnlar apartment of the old man, the 
strange decorations of which struck the youth with great surprise, and 
some horror. 

" Take the two archers with thee, Fabian," said the Knight of Valence, 
" and, y/itix their assistance, convey this old man, on horseback, or in a 
litter, to the presence of the worshipful Sir John de Walton. Tell him 
what we have seen, whioh thou didst witness as well as I ; and tell him 
that this old sexton, whom I send to be examined by his superior wisdom, 
seems to know more than he is willing to disclose respecting our ghostly 
cavalier, though he will give us no account of him, except intimating that 
he is a spirit of tiie old Douglasses from purgatory, to which Sir JoTin de 
Walton will give what faith he pleases. You may say, that, for my part, 
my belief is, either that the sexton is crazed by age, want, and enthusiasm, 
or that he is connected with some plot which the country people are hatch- 
ing. You may also say that I shall not use much ceremony with the youth 
under the oare of the Abbot of St. Bride ; there is something suspicious in 
all the occurrences that are now passing around us." 

Fabian promised obedience ; and the knight, pulling him aside, gave him 



.eubyCoO^^IC 



CASTLE DANGBROtlS. 825 

fin addiUoual cautioQ, to bebove with attentioo in this business, seeing hs 
inu^t rocolleot ittat neither iJie judgment of himBelf, nor that of his master, 
■were apparentlj held in very much esteem by the governor; and that it 
would lU become tbem to make any mistake in a matter where the safety 
of the Caatle was perhaps concerned, 

" Tear me not, worshipful sir," replied the youth ; " I am returning to 
pure air in the first place, and a good fire in the second, both acceptable 
exchanges for this dungeon of suffoeating vapours and esocrable amells. 
You may trust to my making no delay ; a very short time will carry me 
back to Castle Douglas, even moving with suitable attenUon to this old 

"Use him human el v," answered the knight. "And thou, oH man, if 
thou art insensibie to threats of personal danger in this matter, remember, 
that if thou art found paltering with us, thy punishment will perhaps be 
more severe than any we oan inflict upon thy person." 

" Can you administer the torture to the soul ?" said the sexton. 

" As to thee," answered the knight, " we have that power ; — we will dis- 
solve every monastery or religious eefablishment hold for the souls of these 
Douglasses, and will only allow the religious people to hold their residence 
there upon condition of their praying for the soul of King Edward the First 
of glorious memory, the malkus Scofaru/m; and if Uie J)ougl asses are 
deprived of the ghostly benefit of the prayers and services of such shrines, 
they may term tay obstinacy the cause." 

" Such a species of vengeance," answered the old man, in the same bold 
unsubdued tone which he had hitherto used, "were more worthy of the in- 
fernal fiends than of Christian men." 

The squire raised his hand. The knight interposed ; " Forbear him," be 
said, "Fabian, he is very old, and perhaps insane. — And you, seston, re- 
member that the vengeance threatened is lawfully directed towards a family 
which have been the obstinate supporters of the escommunicated rebel, who 
murdered the Red Oomyn at the High Ohuroh in Dumfries." 

So saying, Aymer strode oat of the ruins, picking his way with much 
difficulty— took bis horse, which he found at the entrance — repeated a cau- 
tion fi> Fabian, to conduct himself with prudence — and, passing on to the 
aouth western §ate gave the strongest injunctions concerning the neerasity 
of keeping, a vigilant watch both by patrols ind 1 y sentinels, intimating, 
at the same time that it must have been neglected during the preceding 
yart of the even i g Tl e men murmured an apology the confusion of 
-ulich seemed to expre s that there htl existed some occasion for the re- 
primand 

bir Ajmer then pio ceded on his journey to HaacU de his train dimi- 
nished bv the \i '^tnco of Fal an ai d his S" stni ta Aftoi a hasty, but not 
a short journey, the knight alighted at Thomas Dioison s, iihero he found 
the detachment from Ayr had arrived before him, and were snugly housed 
for the ni^t. He sent one of the archers to announce his approach to the 
Abbot of Saint Bride and his young guest, intimating at the same tame, that 
the archer must keep eight of the Tatter until he himself arrived at tha 
chapel, which would be instantly. 
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USS. Baa. Qwitei by Wsiion. 

SiK Atmek de Talewce had no sooner followed hia archer to the coavent 
of S^nt Bride, than he summoned the abbot to his presence, who oame 
■with the ail- of a man who loyea his eaae, and who is suddenly called from 
the couch where he haa consigned himself to a conifortahle repose, at the 
Bummona of one whom be does not think it safe to disohey, and to whom he 
would not disguise his sense of peeyishnesa, if he durst. 

" It is a late ride," he swd, " which haa brought yonr worthy honour 
hither from the oastle. May I be informed of the cause, after the arrange- 
ment so recently gone into with the gosernor ?" 

" It is my hope," replied the knight, " that you, Father Abbot, are cot 
already conscious of it; suspicions are afloat, and I myself have tbia night 
seen sometbing to confirm them, that some of the obstinate rebels of this 
country are again setting afoot dangerous practices, to the peril of the gar- 
rison ; and I come, father, to see wbetber, in requital of many favours re- 
ceived from the Snglieh monarch, you will not merit his bounty and pro- 
tection, by contributing to the diaoovery of the designs of hia enemies. 

" Aaauredly so," answered Father Jerome, in an agitated voice. " Most 
unquestionably my information ahould stand at your command ; that is, if 
I knew any thing the communication of which could be of advantage to 
you." 

" Father Abbtt," replied the English knight, " although it is rash to make 
myaelf responsible for a North-country man in these times, yot I own I do 
consider you as one who haa ever been faithfully subject to the King of 
England, and I willingly hope that you will still continue ao." 

" And a fine encouragement I have 1" said the abbot ; " to be called out 
of my bed at midnight, in this raw weather, to undergo the examination of 
a knight, who is the youngest, perhaps, of his own honourable rank, and 
who will not tell me the subject of the interrogatories, but detains me on 
this cold pavement, till, according to the opinion of Celsus, the podagra 
which lurka in my feet may be driven into my stomach, and then good- 
night to abbacy and examinations from henceforward." 

"Good father," aaid the young man, "the spirit of the times must teach 
thee patience ; recollect that I can feel no pleasure in this duty, and that if 
an insurrection should take plaoe, the rebels, who are sufficiently displeased 
with thee for acknowledging the English monarch, would hang thee from 
thine own steeple to feed the crows; or that, if thou hast secured thy peace 
bj some private compact with the insurgents, the English governor, who 
will sooner or later gain the advantage, will not fail to treat thee as a rebel 
to his sovereign." 

" It may appear to you, my noble son," answered tie abbot \ ly 

discomposed. " that I am hung up, in this case, on the horns of th dim a 
which yon have stated ; nevertheless, I protest to yon, that if any o a 
me of conspiring with tbe rebels against the King of England, Ira dy 
provided jou give me time to swallow a potion recommended by C 1 n 
my perilous case, to answer with the most perfect sincerity every qu ti n 
which you can put to me upon that subject." So saying, he call 1 upon a 
monk who had attended at his lev6e, and giving him a large key, whispered 
Bomothing ia his car. The cup which the monk brought was of such capa- 
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city oa proved Celsus's dra.ught required to be administered in oonsidernblo 
quantity, and a strong ameil which it spread through the npartment, 
aocredlWd the knight's Buepioion that the medicine thiefly conBisted of 
what were then termed distilled waters, a preparation known in tlie monas- 
teries for some time before that comfortable secret had reached the laity in. 
general. The abbot, neither overawed by the strength nor by the quantity 
of the potion, took it off with what he himself would have called a feeling 
of eolace and pleasance, and his voice became much more compoBed ; he 
Bignifled himself as comibcted extraordiDarily by the medicine, and willing 
to proceed to answer any questions which could be put ta him by his gallant 
young friend. 

"At present," said the knight, "you are aware, father, that strangers 
travelling through this country, must be the first objects of our suspioions 
and enquiries. What is, for example, jour own opinion of the yonth termed 
Augustine, the son, or calling himself so, of a person called Bertram the 
minstrel, who has resided for some days in your convent?" 

The abbot heard the question with eyes expressive of surprise at the 
quarter from which it came. 

"Assuredly," said he, "I think of him. as a youth who, from any thing 
I have seen, ts of that excellent disposition, both with respect to loyalty and 
religion, which I should have espected, wore I to judge from the estimable 
person who committed him to my care." 

With this the abbot bowed to the knight, as if he had conceived that this 
repartee gave him a silencing advantage in any question which could follow 
upon that subject; and he was pro&bly, therefore, surprised when Sir 
Aymer replied as follows : 

" It is very true. Father Abbots that I myself did roeommend this strip- 
ling to you as a youth of a harmless disposition, and witb respect to whom 
it would be unnecessary to exercise the strict vigilance extended to others 
in similar oircumstancea ; but the evidence which seemed to me to vouch for 
this young man's innocence, has not appeared so satisfactory to ray superior 
and commander ; and it is by his orders that I now make farther enquiries 
of you. You must think they are of consequence, since we again trouble 
you, and at so unwonted an hour." 

" I can only protest by my order, and by the veil of Saint Bride," replied 
the abbot, the spirit of Oelsus appearing to fail his pupil, " that whatever 
evil may be in tfiia matter, is totally unknown to me — nor oouid it be ex- 
torted from me by racks or implements of torture. Whatever signs of dis- 
loyalty may have been evinced by this young man, I have witnessed none 
of them, although I have been strictly attentive to his behaviour." 

"In what respect t" said the knight — " and what is the result of your 
observation ?" 

" My answer," said the abbot of Saint Bride, " shall he sincere and down- 
right. The youth condescended upon payment of a certain number of gold 
crowns, not by any means to repay the hospitality of the ohuroh of Saint 
Bride, but merely" 

"Nay, father," interrupted the knight, "you may cut that short, sinee 
the governor and I well understand the terms upon which the monks of 
Saint Bride exercise their hospitality. In what manner, it is more neces- 
sary to ask, was it received by this boy t" 

"With the utmost gentleness and moderation, noble air," answered the 
abbot ; " indeed it appeared to me, at first, that he might be a troublesome 
guest, since the amount of his benevolence to the convent was such as to 
encourage, and, in some degree, to authorise, his demanding accommodation 
of a kind superior t« what we had to bestow." 

"In wiiiob case," said Sir Aymer, "you would have had the discomfort 
of returning some part of the money you have received?" 

"That," replied the abbot, "would have been a mode of settlement coa- 
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kary to our vows. What is paid to tlie treaaury of Saint Bridget, cannot, 
agreeabiy to our rule, he on any account restored. But, noble knight, there 
was no occasion for this ; a crust of white bread and a draught of milk 
■were diet sufficient to nourish this poor youth for a day, and it was my own 
anxiety for his health that dictated the furnishing of his cell with a softer 
bed and ooTerlet than are quite oonaistent with the rulea of our order." 

" Now hearken to what I say. Sir Abbot, and answer me truly," said the 
Knight of Valence — "What oommunication has this youlh held with the 
inmates of jour ooDvent, or with those beyond your house ? Search your 
memory oonoeming this, and let me have a distinct answer, for your guest's 
safety and your own depend upon it." 

" As I am a Christian man," said the abbot, " I have observed nothing 
which could give ground for your worship's suspicions. The boy Augus- 
tine, unlike those whom I have observed who have been educated in the 
world, showed a marked preference to the company of such sisters as the 
house of Saint Bride contains, rather than for that of the mCnks, my bre- 
thren, although there are among them pleasant and oonversible men." 

" Scandal," said the young knight, " might find a reason for that prefer- 

"Not in the case of the sisters of Saint Bridget," siud the abbot, "most 
of whom have been either sorely misused by time, or their comeliness de- 
stroyed by some mishap previously to their bemg received into the seclusion 
of the house." 

This observation the good father made with some internal movement of 
mirth, which was apparently excited at the idea of the sisterhood of Saint 
Bridget becoming attractive to any one by dint of their personal beauty, in. 
which, as it happened, they were all notably, and almost ludicrously, defi- 
cient. The En^ish knight, to whom the sisterhood were well known, felt 
also inclined to smile at tins conversation. 

"I aoquitj" he said, "the pious sisterhood of charming, otherwise than 
by their kind wishes, and atl«nlJon to the wants of the suffering stranger." 

" Sister Beatrice," continued the father, resuming his gravity, " is in- 
deed blessed with a winning gift of making comfits and syllabubs; but, on 
minute enquiry, I do not find that the youth has tasted any of iliem. 
Neither is sister Ursula so hard-favoured by nature, as from fJie effects of 
an accident ; but your honour knows that when a, woman is ugly, the men 
do not trouble themselves about the cause of her hard favour. I will go, 
with your leave, and see in what state the youth now is, and summon him 
before you." 

" I request you la do so, father, for tho affair is instant ; and I earnestly 
advise you to walah, in the closest manner, this Augustine's behaviour; 
you cannot be too particular. I will wait your return, and either carry 
the boy to the castie, or leave him here, as circumstances may seem to 

The abbot bowed, promised his utmost exertions and h II lod out of tho 
room to wait on the youth Augustine in his oell anxi us to favour if 
possible, the wishes of De Yalence, whom ho looked ujon as rendered by 
circumstances his military patron. 

He remained lon§! absent, and Sir Aymcr b gan to bo of opinion that 
the delay was suspicious, when the abbot returned with per) lex ty and dib 



" I crave your pardon for keeping your worship waiting," said Jerome, 
with much anxiety ; "but I have myself been detained and vexed by un- 
necessary formalities and scruples on the part of this peevish boy. In the 
first place, hearing taj foot approaching his bedroom, my youth, instead of 
undoing the door, which would have been but proper respect to my place, 
on the contrary draws a strong bolt on the inside ; and this fastening, for- 
sooth, has been placed on his chamber by Ursula's command, that his 
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elambers might ^e suitably respected. I intimated to him ns I hest oDuld, 
that he must attend you without delay, and prepare to accompany you. to 
the Castle of Douglas ; but lie would not answer a single word, save re- 
oommendinp; to me patience, to which 1 was fain to have recourse, as well 
as your archer, whom I found standing sentinel before the door of the cell, 
and eontentiug himself with the oeaarance of the sisters that there was no 
other passage by which Augustine could make his escape. At length tha 
door opens, and my young master presents himself fully arrayed for hia 
journey. Tha trutli is, I think some fresh attack of his malady has a&eetod 
the youth ; he may perhaps be disturbed with some touch of hypochondria, 
or black ohoier, a species of dotage of the mind, ■which is sometimes found 
concomitant with and symptomatic of this disorder; but he is at present 
composed, and if jour worship ohoosea to see him, he is at your com- 

"Call him hither," said the knight. And a considerable space of time 
again elapsed ere the eloquence of the abbot, half chiding and half soothing, 
prevailed on the lady, in her adopted character, to approach the parlour, in 
which at last she made her appearance, with a countenance on which tha 
marks of tears might still be discovered, and a pettish sullenness, like that 
of a boy, or, with reverence, that of a girl, who is determined upon taking 
her own war in any matter, and equally resolved to give no reason for her 
doing BO. Her hurried levSe had not prevented her attending closely to all 
the mufHincs and disguisings by which her pilgrim's dress was arranged, 
so as to alter ber appearance, and effectually disguise her sex. But as 
civility prevented her wearing her large slouched bat, she necessarily 
exposed her countenance more than in the open air ; and though the knight 
beheld a most lovely set of featntea, yet they were cot sach as were incon- 
sistent with the oharaoleE she had adopted, and which she had resolved 
npon maintaining to the last. She had, accordingly, mustered up a degree 
of courage which was not natural to her, aud which she perhaps supported 
by hopes which her situation hat^ admitted. So soon as she found her- 
self in the same apartment with De Valence, she assumed a style of manners, 
bolder and more determined than she had hitherto displayed. 

"Tour worship," she said, addressing him even before he spoke, "is a 
knight of England, and possessed, doubtless, of the virtues which become 
that noble station. I am an unfortunate lad, obliged, by reasons which I 
am under the naoessity of keeping secret, to travel in a dangerous country, 
where I am suspected, without any just cause, of becoming accessory to 
plots and conspiracies which are contrary (o my own interest, and whioh 
my very soul abhors; and which I might safely abjure, by imprecating 
npon myself all the curses of our religion and ranouneing alt its promises, 
if I were accessory to such designs, in Uiought, word, or deed. Neverthe- 
less, yoo, who will not believe ray solemn protestations, are about to pro- 
ceed against me as a guilty person, and in so doing I must warn yon, Sir 
Knight, that yon will commit a great and cruel injustice." 

"I shall endeavour to avoid that," said the knight, "by referring the 
duty to Sir John de Walton, the governor, who -will decide what is to be 
done ; in this case, my only duty will be to place you in his hands at 
Douglas Castle." 

" Must you do this 1" said Augostine. 

"Certainly," replied Ihe knight, "or be answerable for neglecting aiy 

" But if I become bound to answer your loss with a large sum of money, 
a large ti'oot of land" 

" Wo treasure, no J and,— supposing such at your disposal," answered the 
knight, " can atone for disgrace ; and, besides, boy, how should I trust to 
your warrant, were my avarice such as would induce me to listen to suob 
proposals J" 

2o2 
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" I mnst then prepare to attend you instantly to tho Castle of Douglas 
and the presenne of Sir John de Walton?" replied Augustine. 

" Toung man," answered De Talenoe, " there ia no remedy, since if you 
delay me longer, I must carry you thither by force." 

" What will be the ooiieequence to roy father!" said the youth. 
" That," replied the knight, " will depend exactly on the nature of your 
confession and his ; something you both have to say, as ia evident from the 
terms of the letter Sir John de Walton conveyed to you ; and I assure you, 
you were better to apeak it out at once than to risk the oonsequenceB of 
more delay. I oan admit of no more trifling; and, believe me, that your 
fate will be entirely ruled by your own frankness and candour." 

" I must prepare, then, to travel at your command," said the youth. 
" But tbie cruel disease still hangs around me, and Abbot Jerome, whose 
leeoh-oraft is famous, will himaelf assure you that I cannot travel without 
danger of my life ; and that while I was residing in f bis convent, I de- 
clined every opportunity of exercise which was offered me by the kindness 
of the garrison at Hazeleide, lest I might by mishap bring the contagion 
among your men." 

" The youth says right," said the abbot ; " the archers and men-at-arma 
have more than once sent to invite this lad to join in some of their military 
games, or to amuse them, perhaps, with some of his minstrelsy ; but ho 
has uniformly declined doing so ; and, according to my belief, it is the 
effects of this disorder which nave prevented his accepting an indulgence 
BO natural to his age, and in bo dull a place as the convent of Saint Bride 
must needs seem to a youth bred up in the world." 

"Do you then hold, reverend father," said Sir Aymer, "that there is 
real danger in carn^ing this youth to the castle to-night, as I proposed?" 

" I conceive such danger," replied the abbot, " to esiat, not only as it 
may occasion the relapse of the poor youth himself, but as particularly 
likely, no preparations having been made, to introduce the infection 
among your honourable garrison ; for it is in those relapses, more than in 
the first violence of the malady, that it has been found most contagious." 

" Then," said the knight, " you must be content, my friend, to give a 
share of your room to an archer, by way of sentinel." 

"I cannot object," said Augustine, "provided my unfortunate vicinity 
doaa not endanger the health of the poor soldier." 

" He will be as ready to do his duty," said the abbot, " without the door 
of the apartment as wiUiin it ; and if the youth should sleep soundly, which 
the presence of a guard in hia chamber might prevent, he is the more likely 
to answer your purpose on the morrow." 

" Let it be so," said Sir Aymer ; " so you are sure that yon do not minister 
any facility of escape." 

" The apartment," said the monk, " hath no other entrance than that 
which is guarded by the archer ; but, to contont you, I shall secure the door 
in your presence." 

" So be it, then," said the Knight of Valence ; " this done, I myself will 
lie down without doffing my mail-shirt, and snatoh a sleep till the ruddy 
dawn calls me again to duty, when you, Augustine, will hold yourself ready 
to attend me to our Castle of Douglas." 

The bells of the convent summoned the inhabitants and inmates of Saint 
Bride to morning prayora at the first peep of day. When this duty was 
over, the knight demanded hia prisoner. The abbot marshalled him to the 
door of Augustine's chamber. The aentinel who was stationed there, armed 
with a hrown-hill, or species of partisan, reported that he had heard no 
motion in the apartment during the whole night. The abbot tapped at the 
door, but received no answer. He knocked again louder, but the silence 
was unbroken from within. 
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"What meana this?" said tlie reverend ruler of tho eonTcnt of Saint 
Bride ; " mvjoung patient has oertiuniy fallen into a ayncope or swoon 1" 

" I -wish, Father Abbot," B»id the kuight, " that ha may not have mado 
his escape instead, an anoident whioh bolJi jou and I may be required to 
answer, since, aooording to our strict duty, we ought to have kept sight of 
him, and detained him la close custody until daybreak." 

" I trust your worship," said the abbot, " only anticipates a miafortuno 
■which I cannot think possible." 

" We shall speedily see," said the knight ; and raising his voice, he called 
aloud, so as to be heard within, " Bring crow-bars and levers, and burst mo 
that door into splinters without an instant's delay." 

The loudness of his voice, and the stern tone in which he spoke, soon 
brought around him the brethren of the house, and two or three soldiers 
of his own party, who were already busy in caparisoning their horses. The 
displeasure of the young knight was manifested bj his ffushed featares, and 
the abrupt manner in which he agwn repeated his commands for breaking 
open the door. This was speedily performed, though it required the appli- 
cation of considerable strength, and as the shattered remains fell craahmg 
into the apartment, De Valence sprung, and the abbot hobbled, into the 
cell of the prisoner, which, to the tulfllment of their worst suspicions, they 
found empty. 



ClmptEi tire (l^hnEntli. 



The disappearance of the youth, whose disguise and whoso fate have, wn 
hope, inclined our readers to take some interest in him, will require some 
explanation ere we proceed with the other personages of the stoi'y, and we 
shall set about giving it accordingly. 

When Augustine was consigned tfl his cell for the second time on the 
preoedina evening, both the monk and the young Knight of Valence had 
seen the key turned upon him, and had heard him secure the door in the 
inside with the bo!t which ha^I been put on at his request by sister Ursula, 
in whose afieotions the youth of Augustine, his extreme handsomeness, and, 
above all, his indisposition of body and his melancholy of mind, had gained 
him considerable interest. 

So soon, accordingly, as Augustine re-entered his apartment, he w.is 
greeted in a whisper by the sister, who, during the interval of his ahsenoe, 
1 d nt ived to slip into the cell, and having tappiced herself behind the 
1 ttl be 1 came out with great appearance or joy, lo greet the return of the 
y uth The number of little attentions, the disposal of holly boughs, and 
u h fher evergreens as the season permitted, showed the anxiety of the 
h ly t rs to decorate the chamber of their guest, and the greetings of 
B t U sula expressed the same friendly interest, at the same time inti- 
mat ng that she was already in some degree in possession of the stranger's 
myste y 

As Augustine and the holy sister were busied in exchange of confldenca, 
the extraordinary difference between tlicir couutonanoes anj their persona 
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must hava struob aay ona who might have baen aacidentally a witnoas of 
thoir interview. The dark pilgrim's robe of the disguiaed female was not 
a stronger contrast to the white wooUen garment worn by the yotaresa of 
Saint Bride, than the visage of the nun, seamed with many a ghastly sear, 
and the light of one of her eyes extinguished for ever, oanaing it to roll a 
sightlesB luminary in her head, was to the beautiful countenance of Augus- 
tine, now bent with a confidential, and even afieotionate look, upon the 
extraordinary features of har companion. 

" You know," said the supposed Augustine, " the principal part of my 
story ; can jou, or will you, lend me your assistance ! If not, my dearest 
sister, you must consent to witness my death, rather than my shame. Yes, 
sister UrBula, I will not be pointed at by the finger of scorn, as the thought^■ 
less maiden who sacrificed so much for a young man, of whose attachment 
she waa not so well assured as she ought to have been. I will not bo 
dragged before De Walton, for tha purpose of being compelled, by threats 
of torture, to declare myself the female in honour of whom he holds the 
Dangerous Castle. No doubt, he might be glad to give his hand in wed- 
lock t« a damsel whose dowry is so ample ; but who can toll whether he will 
regard me with that respect which every woman would wish to command, 
or pardon that baldness of which I have been guilty, even though its conse- 
quences have been in his own favour?" 

" Nay, my darling daughter," answered the nun, " comfort yourself; for 
in all I can aid you, be assured X wiU. My means are somewhat mora than 
my present situation maj express, and, be assured, they shall be tried to 
the uttermost. Methinks, I still hear that lay which you sung to the other 
Bisters and myself, although I alone, touched by feelings kindred to yours, 
had the address to comprehend that it t«ld your own tale." 

"I am yet surprised," said Augustine, speaking beneath her breath,"how 
I had the boldness to sing in your ears the lay, ivhioh, in fact, was the his- 
tory of my disgrace." 

" Alas 1 that you will say so," returned the nun ; " there was not a word 
but what resembled those tales of love and of high-spirited daring which 
the best minstrels love to celebrate, and the noblest knights and maidens 
weep at once and smile to hear. The Lady Augusta of Bcrkely, a great 
heiress, according to the world, both in land and movable goods, becomes 
the King's ward hj the death of her parents ; and thus is on the point of 
being given away in marriage to a minion of the King of England, whom 
in these Scottish valleys, we scruple not to call a peremptory tyrant" 

" I must not say so, my sister," said the pilgrim ; " and yet, true it is, 
that the cousin of the obscure parasite Qaviston, on whom the king wished 
to confer my poor hand, was neither by birth, merit, nor oiroumstaace, 
worlJiy of such an alliance. Meantime, I heard of the fame of Sir John 
de Walton ; and I heard of it not with the less interest that his feats of 
chivalry were said to adorn a knight, who, rich in everything else, was poor 
in worldly goods, and in the smiles of fortune. I saw this Sir John de 
Walton, and I acknowledge that a thought, which had already intruded 
itself on my imagination, became, after tnis interview, by frequent recur- 
rence, more familiar, and more welcome to me. Methought that tfie daughtef 
of a powerful English family, if she could ^ve away with her hand such 
wealth as the world spoke of, would more justly and honourably bestow it 
in remedying the errors of fortune in regard to a gallant knight like De 
Walton, than in patching tha revenues of a beggarly Frenchman, whose 
only merit was in being the kinsman of a man who was very generally de- 
tested by the whole kingdom of England, excepting the infatuated monarch 
himself." 

" Nobly designed, my daughter," said the nun ; *' what more worthy of a 
noble heart, possessing riches, boauty, birth, and rank, than to confer them 
all upon indigent and chivalrous merit!" 
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"Such, dearest sister, was my intention," replied Augustine; "but I 
have, perhaps, scarce sufficiently explained tie mannar iu which I meant 
to proceed. By the adrice of a minstrel of our house, the same -who is now 
prisoner at Douglas, I caused eshitit a large feast upon Ohristmaa eve, and 
sent invitations abroad to the joang linights of noble name who were knowi* 
to spend their leisure in quest of arms and adrentures. When the tables 
were drawn, and the feast concluded, Bertram, as bad been before de- 
vised, was called upon to take his harp. He sung, receiving from all who 
were present the attention due to a minstrel of so much fame. The theme 
which he chose, was the frequent capture of this Douglas Castle, or, as the 
poet termed it, Oasde Dangerous. 'Where are the champions of the re- 
nowned Edward ttie First,' said the minstrel, ' when the realm of England 
cannot furnish a man brave enough, or aufSclentiy erpert in the wars, to 
defend a miserable hamlet of the North against the Scottish rebels, who 
have vowed to retake it over our soldiers' heads ere the year rolls to an end! 
Where are the noble ladies, whose smiles used to give countenance to the 
Knights of Saint George's Cross? Alas! the spirit of love and of chivalry 
is alike dead amongst us — our knights are limited to petty enterprises — and 
our noblest hairesses are given as prizes to strangers, as if their own country 
bad no one to deserve them.' — Here stopt the harp; and I shame to say, 
that I myself, as if moved to enthusiasm by the song of the minstrel, arose, 
and taking from my neck the chain of gold which supported a crucifix of 
speoial sanetity, I made my vow, always under the King's permission, that 
1 would give my hand, and the inheritance of my fathers, to the good knight, 
being of nobie birth atid lineage, who should keep the Castle of Douglas in 
the King of England's name, for a year and a day, I sat down, my dearest 
sister, deafened with the jubilee in -whioh my guests expressed their applause 
of my supposed patriotism. Tot some degree of pause took place amidst 
the young knights, who might reasonably have been supposed ready to 
embrace tois offer, although at the risk of being enonmbered with Augusta 
of Berkely." 

" Shame on the man," said sister Ursula, "who should think sol Put 
your beauty alone, my dearest, into consideration, and a true knight ought 
to have embraced the dangers of twenty Castles of Douglas, rather t^n 
let such an invaluable opportunity of gaining your favour be lost," 

" It may be that some m reality thouaht so," Kud the pilgrim ; " but it 
was supposed that the king's favour might be lost by those who seemed too 
anxious to thwart his royal purpose upon his ward's band. At any rate, 
greatly to my joy, the only person who availed himself of the offer I had 
made was Sir John de Walton ; and as his acceptance of it was guarded by 
a clause, saving and reserving the king's approbation, I hope he has not suf- 
fered any diminution of Edward's favour." 

" Assure yourself, noble and high-spiritod young lady," replied the nun, 
" that there is no fear of thy generous devotion hurting thy lover with the 
King of England. Something we hear concerning worldly passages, even 
in this remote nook of Saant Bride's cloister ; and the report goes among 
the English soldiers that their king was indeed offended at your putting 
your wUl in opposition to his own ; yet, on the other hand, this preferred 
lover, Sir John de Walton, was a man of such estensive fame, and your 
offer was bo much in the character of better but not forgotten times, that 
even a king could not at the beginning of a long and stubborn war deprive 
an errant cavalier of his bride, if she should be duly won by his sword and 

" Ah ! dearest sister Ursula !" sighed tho disguised pilgrim, " but, on the 
other hand, how much time most pass by in the siaga, by defeating which 
that suit rauat needs be advanced ? While I sat in my lonely castle, tidinga 
came to astound me with the numerous, or rather the constant dangers, 
with whioh my lover was surrounded, until at length, in a moment I think 
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of madnefia, I resolved to set out in tliia masculino diaguise ; and having 
myself with my owa ejes seen in what Bituation I had placed my knight. I 
determined to take such measures in respect to shortening the term of his 
trial, or otherwise, as a sight of Douglas Castle, and — why should I deny 
it? — of Sir John de Walton, might suggest. Perhaps you, mjj dearest 
Bister, may not so ■well understand my bemg tempted into flinching from 
the resolntion which I had Imd down for my own honour, and that of my 
lover; but consider, that my resolution was the consequenoe of a moment 
of excitation, and that the course which I adopted was the conclusion of a 
Jong, wasting, sickening state of uncertainty, the effect of which was to 
weiAen the nerves which were once highly strung with love of my country, 
as I thought ; but in reality, alas ! with fond and anxious feelings of a more 
selfish description." 

" Alas!" swd sister Ursula, evincing the strongest symptoms of interest 
and compassion, "am I the person, dearest child, whom you suspect of in- 
sensibility to the distresses which are the fruit of true love? Do you sup- 
poHO that the air which is breathed within these wails has the property upon 
the female heart, of such marvellous fountains as they say change into stone 
the substances which are immersed into their waters? Hear my tale, and 

J'udge if it can be thus with one who possesses my causes of grief. And 
not fear for loss of time ; we must let our neighbours at Hazelside be 
settled for the evening, ere I furnish you with the means of escape ; and 
you must have a trusty guide, for whose fidelity I will be responsible, to 
direct your path through these woods, and protect you iu case of any danger, 
too likely to occur in these troublesome times. It wiH thus be nigh an hour 
ere you depart ; and sure I am that in no manner can you spend the time 
better than in Itafsning to distresses too similar to your own, and flowing 
from the source of disappointed afiection which you must needs sympathize 

The distresses of the Lady Augusta did not prevent her being in some 
degree afiected, almost ludicrously, with the singular contrast between the 
hideous countenance of this victim of the tender passion, and the cause to 
which she imputed her sorrows ; but it was not a moment for giving way to 
a sense of the ridiculous, which would have been in the highest degree 
offensive to the sister of Saint Bride, whose good-will she had so many 
reasons to conciliate. She readily, therefore, succeeded in preparing her- 
self to listen h> the votary with an appearance of sympathy, which might 
reward that which she hadherselfeiperienoed at the hands of sister Ursula; 
while the unfortunate recluse, with aa agitation which made her ugliness 
still more conspicuous, narrated, nearly in a whisper, the following circum- 
stances ; — 

"My misfortunes commenced long before I was called sister Ursula, or 
secluded as a votaress within these walls. My father was a noble Norman, 
who, like many of his countrymen, sought and found fortune at the court of 
the King of Scotland. He was endowed with the sheriffdom of tl 's co ty 
and Maurice de Hattely, or Hautlien, was numbered among the wealthy 
and powerful barons of Scotland. Wherefore should I deny t that tbo 
daughter of this baron, then called Margaret de Hautlieu, was also d st n 
tin^uished among the great and fair of the land ? It can be no censu alle 
vanity which provokes rae to speak the truth, and unless I tell t mys If 

E)u could hardly suspect what a resemblance I once bore even to the 1 ly 
ady Anguata of Berkely. About this time broke out those nnfo t nate 
feuds of Bruce and Baliol, which have been so long the curse of this coun- 
try. My father, determined in his choice of party hj| the arj^ments of his 
wealthy kinsmen at the court of Edward, embraced with passion the faction 
of the English interest, and became one of the keenest partisans, at first of 
John Baliol. and afterwards of the English monarch. None among the 
A a glooised- Scottish, as his party was called, were so zealous as he for the 
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red cross, and no :ine wm more detested by bis coiintrymon -who followed 
the nntional stajidard of Saint Andrew and the patriol Wallace. Among 
thosB soldiers of the soil, Malcolm Fleming of Biggar was one of the most 
distinguished b; his noble birtb, his high acquirements, and his fame in 
chivalry. I saw him ; and the ghastly spectre who now addresses joa most 
not be ashamed lo say, that she loved, and was beloved by, one of the hand- 
son est youths in Scotland. Our attiichment was disoovei-ed to my father 
almost ere we hs.d owned it to eaoh other, and he was furious both against 
my love and myself; he placed me under the charge of a reli^ous woman 
of th r le, and I was immured within the house of Saint Bride, where my 
father shamed not to announce be would cause me to take the veil by foroe, 
unless I agreed to wed a youth bred at the Unglish court, bis nephew ; and, 
as Heaven had granted him no eon, the heir, as he had resolved, of the 
ho se of Hantlieu. I was not long in making my election. I protested 
that death should be my choice, rather than any other husband excepting 
Malcolm Fleming. Neither was my lover less faithful ; he found moans to 
mm n cate to me a partLcular night on which he proposed to attempt to 
Btonu the nunnery of Saint Bride, and carry me from hence to freedom and 
tl e gree iwood, of which Wallace was generally called the king. In an 
e 1 hour — an hour I think of infatuation and witchery — I autfered the 
abbess to wheedle the secret out of me, which I might have been sensible 
would appear more horribly flagitious to her than to any other woman that 
breathed ; but I had not taken the vows, and I thought Wallace and Fleming 
had the same oharms for every body as for me, and the artful woman gave 
me reason to believe that her loyalty to Bruce was without a flaw of sus- 
picion, and she took part in a plot of which my freedom was the object. 
The abbess engaged to have the English guards removed to a distance, and 
in appearance the troops were withdrawn. Accordingly, in the middle of 
the night appointed, the window of my cell, which was two stories from the 
ground, was opened without noise; and never were my eyes more gladdened 
that), as ready disguised and arrayed for flight, even in a horseman's dress, 
like yourself, fairest Lady Augusta, I saw Malcolm Fleming spring into the 
apartment. He rushed towards me ; but at the same time my father with 
ten of his strongest men filled the room, and cried their war-cry of Baliol. 
Blows were instantly dealt on e^ery side. A form like a giant, however, 
appeared in the midst of the tumult, and distinguished himself, even to my 
half-giddy eye, by the ease with which he bore down and dispersed those 
who fought i^ainst our freedom. My father alone offered an opposition 
which threatened to prove fatal to him ; for Wallace, it was s.aid, oould foil 
any two martial champions that ever drew aword. Brushing from him the 
armed men, as a lady would drive away with her fan a swarm of trouble- 
some flies, he secured me in one arm, used his other for our mutual pro- 
tection, and I found myself in the act of being borne in safety down the 
ladder by which my deliverers had ascendedfrom without,— but an evil fate 
awaited this attempt: 

" My father, whom the Champion of Scotland had spared for my sake, or 
rather for Fleming's, gained by nis victor's compassion and lenity a fearful 
advantage, and made a remorseless use of it. Ilaving only his loft hand to 
oppose to the maniac attempts of my father, even the strength of Wallace 
could not prevent the assailant, with all the energy of deaperation, from 
throwing down the ladder, on which his daughter was perched like a dove 
in the grasp of an eagle. The champion saw our danger, and exerting his 
inimitable strength and agility, cleared himself and me from the ladder, and 
leaped free of the moat of the convent, into which we must otherwise have 
been preoipital«d. The Champion of Scotland was saved in the desperate 
attempt, but I who fell among a heap of atonoa and rubbish, I the (fisobe- 
dient daughter, wellnigh the apostate vestal, waked only from a long bed 
of siokneas, to find myself the disfigureil wretch, which you now see me, I 
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then learned that Maleolm had escaped from the fray, nnd shorfly aft«r I 
heard, with feelings leaa keen perhaps than they ought to have been, that 
my father was slain in one of the endless hattlea which took place between 
the contending factions. If he had lived, I might have submitted to the 
completion of my fiite ; but since he was no more, I felt that it would be a 
preferable lot to be a beggar in the streets of a Soottish village, than an 
abbess in this miserable bouse of Saint Bride ; nor was even that poor object 
of ambition, on which ray father used to expatiate when desirons of pe> 
Buading ma to enter the monastic state by Miider means than throwing me 
off the battlements, long open to me. The old abbess died of a cold caught 
the evening of the fray; and the place, which might havo been kept open 
until I was capable of filling it, was disposed of otherwise, when the English 
thought fit to reform, as iSey termed >t, the discipline of the house; and 
instead of eiectiug a new abbess, sent hither two or three friendly monks, 
who have now the absolute government of the community, and wield it 
enljrely according to the pleasure of the English. But I, for one, who biive 
had the honour to be supported by the arms of the Champion of my coun- 
try, will Qot remain here to be commanded by this Abbot Jerome. I will 
go forth, nor do I fear to find relations and friends, who will provide a more 
fitting place of refuge for Margaret de Hautlieu than the convent of Saint 
Bride ; you, too, dearest lady, shall obtain your freedom, and it will be well 
to leave such information as will make Sir John de Walton aware of the 
devotion with which his happy fate has inspired you." 

" It is not, then, your own intention," said the Lady Augusta, " to return 
into the world again, and you are about to renounce tlie lover, in a union 
with whom you and he once saw your joint happiness?" 

"It is a question, my dearest child," said sister Ursula, "which I dare 
not aat myself, and to which I am absolutelyuncertain what answer I should 
return. I have not taken the final and irrevocable vows ; I have done 
nothing to alter my situation with regard to Malcolm Fleming. He also, 
by the vows plighted in (iie Chancery of Heaven, is my affianced bridegroom, 
nor am I conscious that I less deserve his faith, in any respect now, than at 
it when it was pledged to me ; but, I confess, dearest lady, that 
. . . have reached me, which sting roe to the quick ; the reports of my 
wounds and scars are said to have estranged the knight of my choice. I 
am now, indeed, poor," she added, with a sigh, " and I am no longer pos- 
sesaed of those personal charms, which they say attract the love, and fis 
the fidelity, of the pther ses. I teach myaelf, therefore, to think, in my 
moments of settled resolution, that all betwist me and Malcolm Fleming is 
at an end, saving ^d wishes on the i^rt of both towards the other ; and 
yet there is a sensation in my bosom which whispers, in spite of my reason, 
that if I absolutely believed that which I now say, there would be bo object 
on earth worthy my living for in order to attain it. This insinuating ppe- 
posBCMion whispers, to my secret soul, and in very opposition to my reason 
and understanding, that Malcolm Fleming, who could pledge his all upon 
the service of his country, is incapable of nourishing the versatile affection 
of an ordinary, a coarse, or a venal character, Methinks, were the difference 
upon his part instead of mine, he would not lose his interest in my eyes, 
because he was seamed with honourable soars, obtained in asserting the 
freedom of his choice, but that such wounds would, in my opinion, add to 
his merit, whatever they took away from his personal comeliness. Ideas 
rise on my soul, as if Malcolm and Margaret might yet he to each other all 
that their affections once anticipated with so miioh security, and that a 
change, which took nothing from the honour and virtue of the beloved per- 
son, must rather add to, than diminish, the charms of the union, Look at 
me, dearest Lady Augusta! — look me — if you have courage — full in the 
fiice, and tell me whether I do not rave when my fancy is thus converting 
mere possibilities into that which is natural and probable." 
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The Lafly of Berkel^, oonscious of Uie neeessity, raised her ejea on the 
unfortunate nun, afraid of losing her own chance of deliTerance by the 
mode in which she should conduct herself in this crisis ; yet not willing at 
the same time to flatter the unfortunate Ursula, nith suggesting idena for 
which her own sense told her ehe could hardly find any rational grounds. 
But her imagination, stored with the minstrelsy of the time, brought baflk 
to her reeolleetion the Loathly Lady in " The marriage of Sir Gawain," and 
she conducted her reply in the following manner ; — 

" Xou aak me, my dear Lady Margaret, a trying question, which it would 
be unfriendly to answer otherwise than sincerely, and most cruel to answer 
Bith too much rashness. It is true, that what is called beauty, is the first 
quality on which we of the weaker ses learn to set a value ; we are flattered 
by the imputation of personal charms, whether we actually possess them or 
not; and no doubt we lejirn to place upon them a great deal more conse- 
queHce than in reality is found to belong to them. Women, however, even 
such as are held by their own sex, and perhaps in secret by themselves, 
as deToid of all pretensions to beauty, have been known to become, from 
their understanding, their talents, or tneir accomplishments, the undoubted 
objects of the warmest attachment. Wherefore then should you, in the 
mere rashness of your apprehension, deem it impossible that your Malcolm 
Fleming should ba made of that porcelain clay of the earth, which despises 
the passing captivations of outward form in comparison to the charms of 
true affection, and the excellence of talonte and virtue?" 

The nun pressed her companion's hand to her bosom, and answered her 
with a deep sigh. 

" I fear," she said, " you flatter me ; and yet in a crisis like this, it does 
one good to be flattered, even as cordials, otherwise dangerous to the consti- 
tution, are wisely given to support a patient through a paroxysm of agony, 
and enable him to endure at least what they cannot cure. Answer only one 
question, and it will be time to drop this conversation. Could you, sweet 
lady — you upon whom fortune has bestowed so many charms — could any 
argument malce you patient under the irretrievable loss of your personal 
advantages, with the concomitant loss, as in my case is most probable, of that 
lover for whom you have already done so much!" 

The English lady cast her eyes agiun on her friend, and conld not help 
shuddering a little at the thought of her own beautiful countenance being 
exohanged for the seamed and scarred features of the Lady of Hautlieu, 
irregularly lighted by the beams cf a single eye. 

"Believe me," she said, looking solemnly upwards, "that even in the 
case which you suppose, I would not sorrow so much for myself, as I would 
for Ihe poor-spirited thoughts of the lover who could leave me because those 
transitory charms (which must in any case erelong take their departure) 
had fled ere jet the bridal day. It is, however, concealed by the decrees of 
Providence, in what manner, or to what extent, other persons, with whose 
disposition we are not fully acquainted, may be affected by such changes. 
I can only assure you that my hopes go with yours, and that there is no 
difficulty which shall remain in your path in future, if it is in my power to 
remove it,— Hark 1" 

"It is the signal of our freedom," replied Ursula, giving attention to 
Bomething resembling the whoop of the night-owl. " We must prepare to 
leave the convent in a few minutes. Have you anything to take with you!" 

" Nothing," answered the Lady of Berkely, " escept the few valuables, 
which I scarce know why I brought with me on my flight hither. Thia 
scroll, which I shall leave behind, ^vea my faithful minstrel permission to 
save himself, by confessing to Sir John do Walton who the person really is 
whom he has had within his reach." 

"It is strange," said the novice of Saint Bride, "through what estraor^ 
dinary labyrinths thb Love, this Will-of-the-Wisp, guides his votaries. 
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Take heed as you descend ; this trap-door, oarafullj ooneeiiled, corioasly 
jointed and oiled, leads to ft secret postei'U, wliara I coaeeive the howes 
already wait, whioh will enable ua speedily to bid adieu to Saint Bride's — 
Heaven's blessing on her, and on her convent I We can have no advantage 
from any li^ht, until we are in the open air:" 

During this time, aister Ursula, to give her for the last time her conventual 
name, exchanged her atole, or loose upper garment,. for the more euoeinot 
oloak and hood of a hoi^eman. She led the way through divers passages, 
stndiouBlj complicated, until the Lady of Berkely, with throbbing heart, 
stood in the pale and doubtful moonlight, which was shining with grey 
uncertainty npon the walls of the ancient building. The imitation of an 
owlet's cry directed them to a neighbonring large elm, and on approaching 
it, they were awaro of three horses, held by one, conoerning wnom they 
cbuld only bbo that he was tall, strong, and accoutred in the dress of a man 

" The sooner," he said, " we are gone from this place. Lady Margaret, it 
is so much the better. You have only to direct the course which we shall 
hold." 

Lady Margaret's answer was ^Iven beneath her breath ; and replied to 
with a caution from the guide to ride slowly and silently for the first quarter 
of an hour, by which timo inhabit-od places would be left at a distance. 
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Great was the aatonis}iinent of the young Knight of Valence and the 
reverend Father Jerome, when, upon breakinE into the cell, they discovered 
the youthful pilgrim's absence ; and, from the ^rments which were left, 
saw every reason to think that the one-eyed novice, aister Ursula, had ac- 
companied him in his escape from custody. A thousand thoughts thronged 
upon Sir Aymer, how shamefully he had suffered himself to be outwitted 
hy the artifices of a boy and of a novice. His reverend comnanion in error 
felt no less contrition for having recommended to the knight a mild exer- 
cise of his authority. Father Jerome had obtained his preferment as abbot 
upon the faith of his Eeal for the cause of the English monarch, with the 
affected interest in which he wasat a loss to reconcile his proceedings of 
the last night. A hurried enquiry took place, from which little could be 
learned, save that the young pilgrim had most certainly gone off with the 
Lady Margaret de Hantlieu, an incident at which the females of the convent 
expressed surprise, mingled with a great deal of horror ; while that of the 
males, whom the news soon reached, was qualified with a degree of wonder, 
which seemed to be founded upon the very different personal appearance of 
the two fugitives. 

" Sacred Virffin," said a nun, " who could have conceived the hopeful 
votaress, sister Ursula, so lately drowned in tears for her father'a nntimely 
fate, capable of eloping with a boy scarce fourteen years old !" 

"And, holy Saint Brjde!" said the Abbot Jerome, "what could have made 
so baodaorae a young man lend his arm to assist such a nightmare as sister 
Ursula, in the commission of so great an enormity! Certainly he can neither 
plead temptation nor seduction, but must have gone, ns the worldly phrase 
IS, — to the devil with a dish-clout." 

" I must disperse the soldiers to pursue the fugitives," said De Valence, 
" unless this letter, which the pilgrim must have left behind him, shall con- 
i&ia some explanations respecting oijr mysterious p' ' " 
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After viewing the contents with some surpcise, he read aloud, — " The 
wcdersigiiotl, late residing in the house of Saint Bride, do you, father 
Jerome, tlio abhot of said house, to knoiv, that finding you wore disposed to 
treat me as a prisoner and a spy, in tJie sanotuary to which you had received 
me as a distressed person, I have resolved to use my natural liberty, 'with 
■which you have no right to interfere, and therefore have withdrawn myself 
from your ahbaoy. Moreover, finding that the novice called in your 
convent sister Ursula (who hath, by monastic rule and discipline, a fair 
title to return to the world unless she is pleased, after a year's noviiaate, 
to profess herself sister of your order) is determined to use such privilege, 
I joyfully take the opportunity of her company in this her lawful resolu- 
tion, as being what is in conformity to the law of God, and the precepts, 
of Saint Bride, which gave you no authority to detain any person in your 
convent hy force, who hath not taken upon her irrevocably the vows of the 

" To you, Sir John de Walton, and Sir Aymer de Valence, knights of 
England, commanding the garrison of Douglas Dale, I have only to say, 
that you have anted and are acting against me under a myster?, the solution 
of which is comprehended in a secret known only to my faithful minstrel, 
Bertram of the many Lays, as whose son I have found it convenient to pass 
myself. But as I cannot at this time prevail upon myself personally to 
discover a secret which cannot well be unfolded without feelings of shame, 
I not only give permission to the said Bertram the minstrel, out 1 charge 
and command him that he tell to you the purpose with which I came origi- 
nally to the Castle of Douglas, when this is discovered, it will only remain 
to express my feelings towards the two knights, in return for the pain and 
agony of mind which their violence and threats of further severities have 
occasioned me. 

" And first respecting Sir Aymer de "Valence, I freely and willingly forgive 
him for having been involved in a mistake to which I myself led the way, 
and I shall at al! times be happy to meet with him as an acquaintance, and 
never to think farther of his part in those few dajs' history, saniag as matter 
ttf mirth and ridicule. 

" But respecting Sir John de Walton, I must request of him t* consider 
whether his conduct towards me, standing as we at present do towards each 
other, is such as he himself ought to forget or I ought to forgive ; and I trust 
he will understand me when I tell him, that al! former connexions must 
henceforth be at an end between him and the supposed " Augustine." 

" This is madness," said the abbot, when he had read the letter, — " very 
roidsuinmer madness ; not unfrequentiy an accompaniment of this pestilen- 
tial disease, and I should do well in requiring of those soldiers who shall 
first apprehend this youth Augustine, that they reduce his victuals imme- 
diately to water and bread, taking care iha,i the diet do not exceed in measure 
what is necessary to sustain nature ; nay, I should be warranted by the 
learned, did I recommend a sufBcient intermixture of flagellation with belts, 
stirrup-leathers, or surcingles, and failing those, with riding-whips, switches, 
and the like." 

" Hush I ray reverend father," said De Valence, " a light begins to break 
in upon me. John de Walton, if my suspicions be true, would Hoonar expose 
bis own flesh to be hewn from his bones, than have this Augustine's finger 
stung by a gnat. Instead of treating this yonth as a madman, I for my own 
part, will be contented to avow that I myself have been bewitched and fasci- 
nated ; and by my honour, iff send out my attendants in quest of the fugi- 
tives, it shall be with the strict charge, that, when apprehended, they treat 
them with all respect, and profectthem, if they object to return to this house, 
to any honourable place of refuge which they may desire." 

" I hope," said the abbot, looking strangely confused, " 1 shall be firat 
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heard ia behalf of the Church uonoerning this affair of an abdaclcd nanf 
You see yourBeif, Sir Knight, that this scapegrace of a minstrel avouches 
neither repentance nor contrition at his share in a matter so flagitious." 

"Tou snail be secured an opportunity of heing fully heard," replied the 
knight, " if you shall find at last that you really desire one. Meantime, I 
must back, without a moment's delay, to inform Sir John de Walton of tho 
turn which affairs have taken. Farewell, reverend father. By my honour 
we may wish each other joy that we have escaped from a troublesome 
charge, which brought as much terror with it as the phantoms of a fearful 
dream, and is yet found capable of being dispelled by a cure as simple as 
that of awakening the sleeper. But, by Saint Bride 1 both churchmen aiid 
laymen are hound to sympathise with Uie unfortunate Sir John de Walton, 
I tell thee, father, that if tliis letter "—touching the missive witli his finger — 
" is to be construed literally, as far as respects bim, he is the man most to 
be pitied betwist the brink of Solway and the place where wa now stand. 
Suspend thy curiosity, most worthy churchman, lest there should be more in 
this matter than I myself see ; so that, while thinking that I have lighted on 
the true explanation, I may not have to jioknowledga that I have been again 
leading you into error. Sound to horse there! Ho!" he called out from 
the window of the apartment ; " and let the party I brought hither prepare 
to scour the woods on their return." 

" By my faith I" said Father Jerome, " I am right glad that this young 
nnt-oraoker is going to leave me to my own meditation. I hate when a 
young person pretends to understand whatever piases, while his betters are 
obliged to oonfesB that it is all a mystery to them. Such an assumption ia 
like that of the conceited fool, sister Ursula, who pretended to read with a 
single eye a manuscript which I myself could not find intelligible with the 
assistance of my spectacles." 

This might not have quite pleased the young knight, nor was it one of 
these truths which the abbot would have chosen to ddiver in his hearing. 
But the knight had shaken him by the band, said adieu, and was already 
at Hazelside, issuing particular orders to little troops of the archers and 
others, and occasionally cBiding Thomas Dickson, who, with a degree of 
curiosity which the English knight was not very willing to eicuse, had 
been endeavouring to get some account of the occurrences of the night. 

"Peace, fellow I" he said, "and mind thine own business, being well 
assured that the hour will come in which it wiU require all the attention 
thou canst give, leaving others to take ,eare of their own affairs." 

" Jf I am suspected of any thing," answered Dickson, in a tone rather 
dogged and surly than otherwise, " methinks it'were but fair to let me know 
what accusation is brought ag^st me. I need not tell you that chivalry 
proscribes that a knight should not attack an enemy undefied." 

"When you are a knight," answered Sir Aymer de Valence, "it will he 
time enough for me to reckon with yon upon the points of form due to you 
by the laws of chivalry. Meanwhile, you bad best let me know what share 

Jou have had in playing off the martial phantom which sounded the robel- 
ous slogan of Douglas in the town of that name?" 
"I know nothing of what you speak," answered the goodman of Hazel- 

" See then," said the knight, "that you do not engage yourself in the 
affairs of other people, even if your conscience warrants that you are in no 
danger from your own." 

So saying, ha rode off, not waiting any answer. The ideas which filled 
his head were to the following purpose. 

" I know not how it is, but one mist seems no sooner to clear away than 
we find ourselves engaged in another. I take it for granted that tho dis- 
guised damsel is no ocher than the godiieas of Walton's private idolatry, 
who has cost him and me so much trouble, and some oertiiin degree of mis- 
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understanding during these last weeks. By my iiocour ! this fair lady ja 
right lavish in tha pardon which she has so franiily bestowed upon me, and 
if ahe is willing to be less complaisant to Sir John de Walton, why then — 
And what then? — It surely does not infer that she would receive me into 
that place in her affections, from which she has just eKpcllod De Walton? 
Nor, if she did, could I avail myself of a change in favour of myself, at 
the expense of my friend and companion in arms. It were a folly even to 
dream of a thing so improbable. But with respect to the other business, it 
is worth serious eoneideration. Ton sexton seems to have kept company 
■with dead bodies, until he is unfit for the society of the living ; and as to 
that Dickson of Haselside, as thej oall him, there is no attempt ag^nst the 
iEnglish during these endless wars, in which that man has not been con- 
cerned ; had my life depended upon it, I could not have prevented myself 
from intimating my suspicions of him, let bim take it as he lists." 

So saying, the knight spurred his horse, and arHving at Douglas Oastla 
without farther adventure, demanded in a tone of greater cordiality than he 
had of late used, whether he could be admitted to Sir John de Walton, 
having something of consequence b) report to him. He was immediately 
ushered iato aa apartment, in which the governor was seated at his solitary 
breakfast. Considering the terms upon which they had lately stood, the 
governor of Douglas Dale was somewnat surprised at the easy familiarity 
with which De Valence now approached him. 

" Some uncommon news," said Sir John, rather gravely, " have brought 
me the honour of Sir Aymer de Valence's company." 

"It is," answered Sir Avmer, "what seems of high importance to your 
interest. Sir John de Walton, and therefore I wore to blame if I lost a 
moment in communicating it." 

"I shall be proud to profit by your intelligence," said Sir John de 
Walton. 

"And I too," said the young knight, "am loth to losa the credit of having 
penetrated a mjstery which blinded Sir John de Walten. At the same 
time, I do not wish to be thought capable of jesting with you, which might 
be the case were I, from misapprehension, to give a ialse key t-o this matter. 
Witli your permission, then, we will proceed ihus : We go together to the 
place of Bertram the minstrel's oonfinement. I have in my possession a 
scroll from the young person who was intrusted to the care of the Abbot 
Jerome ; it is written in a delicate female hand, and gives authority to 
the minstrel to declare tho purpose which brought them to this vale of 

"It must be as you say," said Sir John de Walton, "although lean 
Boarce see occasion for adding so much form te a mystery which can bo ex' 
pressed in such small compass." 

Accordingly the two knights, the warder leading the way, proceeded to 
the dungeon to which the minsirel had been removed. 
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The doors of the stronghold being undone, displayed a dungeon such as 
in those days held victims hopeless of escape, but in which the ingenious 
knave of modem times would scarcely have deigned to remaic many hours. 
The huge rings by which the fetters were soldered together, and attached 
to the human body, were, when esamined minutely, found to be cienohed 
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together by riveUn^ so very thin, that -when ruhbed with corrosire acid, or 
patiently grouDd with a hit of sandstone, tlie hold of the fetters upon each 
other might easily be forced asunder, and the purpose of them entirely 
frastrated. The locks also, large, and apjiarently very strong, were so 
coarsely made, that an artist of small ingenuity could easily contrive to get 
the better of their fastenings upon the same prinoiple. The daylight found 
its way to the subtenanean dungeon only at noon, and through a passage 
whioh was purposely made tortuous, so as to exclude the rays of the sun, 
while it presented no obstacle to wind or rain. The doctrine that a prisoner 
was to be esteemed innocent until he should be found guilty by his peers, 
■was not understood in those days of brute force, and he was only accom- 
modated with a lamp or other alleviation of his misery, if his demeanour 
was quiet, and he appeared disposed to givehiajailor no ti'Ouble by attempt- 
ing to make his escape. Such a cell of confinement was that of Bertram, 
whose moderation of temper and patience had neverthelesa procured for 
hsm such mitigations of his fate as the warder oould grant. He was per- 
mitted to carry into his cell the old book, in the perusal of which he found 
an amusement of his solitude, together with writing materials, and such 
other helps towards spending his time as were consistent with his abode in 
the boBoin of the rock, and the degree of information with which his min- 
strel craft had posseted him. He raised his head from the table aa the 
knights entered, while the governor observed to the young knight: — 

" As you seem to think yourself possessed of the seorot of this prisoner, 
I leave it to you, Sir Aymer de Valence, to bring it to light in the manner 
which you shall judge most expedient. If the man or his son have suffered 
unnecessary hardship, it shall be my duty to make amends — which, I sup- 
pose, can bo no very important matter." 

Bertram looked up, and fixed his eyes full upon the governor, but read 
nothing in his looks which indicated bis being better acquainted than before 
with the seotet of his imprisonment, Yet, upon turning his eye towards 
Sir Aymer, his countenance evidently lighted up, and the glance which 
passed between them was one of intellieenoe. 

" You have my secret, then," said he, " and you know who it is that 
passes under the name of Augustine!" 

Sir Aymer eschanged with him a look of acquiescence ; while the eyes 
of the governor glancing wiWlj from the prisoner to the knight of Valence, 
esclairaed, — 

" Sir Aymer de Valence, as you are belted knight and Christian man, as 
you have honour to preserve on earth, and a soul to rescue after death, I 
charge you to tell me the meaning of this mystery I It may be that you 
conceive, wiUi truth, that you have subject of complaint against me ; — If 
BO, I will satisfy you as a knight may," 
The minstrel spoke at the same moment. 

" I charge this knight," he said, " by his vow of chivalry, that he do not 
divulge any secret belonging to a person of honour and of character, unless 
he has positive assurance that it is done entirely by that person's own 
consent." 

" Lot this note remove jour scruples," said Sir Aymer, puttiog the scroll 
into the hands of the minstrel; "and for you, Sir John de Walton, far from 
retaining the least feeling of any misanderstandiug which may have eiietott 
between us, I am disposed entirely to bury it in forgetfulness, as having 
arisen out of a series of mistakes which no mortal could have comprehendedl 
And do not be offended, my dear Sir John, when I protest, on my knightly 
feith, that I pity the pain which I think this scroll is likely to give you, and 
that if mv utmost efforts can be of the least service to you in unravelling 
this tangled skein, I will contribute them with as much earnestness as ever 
I did aught in my life. This fdthful minstrel will now see that he can have 
no difficulty in yielding up a secret, which I doubt not, but for the writing 
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I have just put into hia hands, he would h t' d t t p w'th 

shaken fidelity." 

Sit Aymer now placed in De Walton's ha i t h h h 1 d 

he left Saint Bride's convent, sigaified his w t p t t f th j 

tefj; and the goyemor had aoatoely read th t oo ti d bef h 

Bams name was pronoauced aloud by Beitr m nh t th m m t 

handed to the goyernoi' the scroll which he h d d f m th K ght 

of ValancB. 

The white plume which floated over th k It j, f m t 
which was worn as a headpiece within do ra w t pi 

plesion than was the knight himself at the ) t 1 J p g 

formation, that the lady who was, in ch al ph mp f h 

thoughts, and oommander of his actions, and to wh oi I f t t 

times, he niusl; haye owed the deepest grat t d f th g It 

whioli she had made >n hia favour, was th p wh m h b d 

threatened with personal violence, and subj tdtol dhp dft ts 
wiiieh he would not willingly have bestowed p th t f h 

Yet Sir John de Walton seemed at fl t !y t j h d th 

numerous ill eon SB cpi on COS which might pr b lly f 11 tl b ]p 

plication of mistakes. He took the paper fmth tlhd d 

while his eye, assisted by the lamp, wandered over the characters without 
apparently their conveying any distinct impression to his understanding, 
De Valence even became alarmed that he was about to lose his faculties. 

" Tor Heaven's sake, sir," he said, " be a man, and support with manly 
steadiness these unespeoted ocourrences — I would fain think they will reach 
to nothing else — which the wit of man could not have prevented. This fair 
lady, I irould fain hope, cannot be muoh hurt or deeply offended by a trajii 
of circumstances, the natural consequenoe of your anxiety to discharge 
perfectly a duty upon which must depend the aooomplishment of all the 
hopes she had permitted you to entertain. In God's name, rouse up, sir ; 
let it not be said, that an apprehended frown of a fair lady hath damped to 
such a degree the courage of the boldest knight in England ; be what men 
have called jou, 'Walton the Unwavering;' in Heaven's name, let us at 
least see that the lady is indeed offended, before we conclude that she is 
irreconcilably so. To whose fault are we to ascribe the source of all these 
errors! Surely, with all due respect, to the caprice of the !ady herself, 
which has engendered such a nest of mistakes. Think of it as a man, and 
iis a soldier. Suppose that you yourself, or I, desirous of proving the 
fidelity of our sentinels, or for any other reason, good or bad, attempted to 
enter this Dangerous Castle of Douglas without giving the password to the 
warders, would we be entitled to blame those upon duty, if, not knowing 
our persons, thej^ manfully refused us entrance, made us prisoners, and 
mishandled os while resisting our attempt, in terms of the orders which we 
ourselves had imposed upon them ? What is there that makes a difference 
between such a sentinel and yourself, John de Walton, in this curious 
affair, which, by Heaven ! would rather form a, gay subject for the min- 
strelsy of this excellent bard, than the theme of a tragic lay ? Come ! look 
not thus. Sir John de Walton ; be angry, if you will, with the lady who 
has committed such a piece of folly, or with me who have rode up and down 
nearly all night on a fool's errand, and spoiled my best horse, m absolute 
uncertainty how I shall get another till my uncle of Pembroke and I shall 
be reconciled ; or, lastly, if you desire to be totally absurd in your wrath, 
direct it agMDst this worthy minstrel on account of his rare fidelity, and 
punish him for that for which he better deserves a chain of gold. Let pas- 
sion out, if you will ; but chaso this desponding gloom from the brow of a, 
man and a belted knight." 
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Sir JoTin de Walton made an oflbrt to apeak, aad succeeded ■with some 
difiiciiltj. 

" Ajmer de Valence," he said, " in irritating a madman you do but sport 
\iiih your own life;" and then remained silent. 

"I am glad jou can saj so much," rephed his friend; "for I was not 
jesting when I said I woald rather that you were at variance with me, tlian 
that you laid the whole blame on jourself. It would be courteous, I thin^ 
to aet this minatrel instantly at liberty. Meantime, for his lady's sake, I 
will entreat him, in all honour, to be our guest till the Lady Augusta de 
Bei-kfl!y shall do us the same honour, and to assist us in our search after 
her place of retirement. — Good minstrel," he continued, " you hear what 
I say, and you will not, I suppose, he surprised, that in all honour and 
kind usage, you find yourself detuned for a short space in. this Oastie of 
Douglas V 

"You seem. Sir Knight," replied the minstrel, ' 
your eye upon the right of doing what you should, ! 
of doing ivnat you would. I must neoesaai-ily bo guided 
since you have the power to make it a command." 

"And I trust," continued De Valence, " that when your mistress and 
you again meet, we shall have the benefit of your intercession for any thing 
which we may have done to displeasure her, considering that the purpose 
of our action was esactly the reverse." 

" Let me," said Sir John de Walton, " say a single word. I will offer 
thee a chain of gold, heavy enough to bear down the weight of these 
shackles, as a sign of regret for having condemned thee to suner so many 
indignities." 

" Enough said, Sir John," stud De Valence ; " let ua promise no more till 
this good minstrel shall see some sigu of performance. Follow me this 
way, and I will tell thee in private of other tidings, which it is important 
that you should know." 

So saying, he withdrew De Walton from the dungeon, and sending for 
the old knight. Sir Philip de Montenay, already mentioned, who acted aa 
seneschal of the castle, he commanded that the minatrel should be enlarged 
from the dungeon, well looked to in other respects, yet prohibited, though 
with every mark of civility, from leaving the caaile without a trusty 
attendant. 

" And now. Sir John de Walton," he said, " methinks you arc a little 
churlish in not ordering me aome breakfast, after I have been all night 
engaged in your affairs ; and a cup of muscadel would, I think, be no bad 
induction to a full consideration of this perplexed matter." 

" Thou knowest," answered De Walton, " that thou mayest call for what 
thoQ wilt, provided always thou tellest me, without loss of time, what else 
thou knowest respecting the will of the lady, against whom wo have all 
sinnod so grievously — and I, alaa, beyond hope of forgiveness I" 

" Trust me, I hope," said the Knight of Valence, " the good lady hears 
me no malice, as indeed she has eapressly renounced any ill-will against 
me. The words, you see, are aa plain as you yourself may read — 'The 
lady pardons poor Aymer de Valenoe, and willingly, for having been in- 
volved in a mistake, to which she herself led the way ; she herself will at 
all times be happy to meet with him as an acquaintance, and never to think 
farther of these tew days' history, except as matter of mirth and ridicule.' 
So it is eipressly written and set down. 

" Yes," replied Sir John de Walton, " but see you not that her offending 
lover is espressly excluded from the amnealj granted to the lesser offender? 
Mark you not the concluding paragraph?" He took the scroll with a 
trembirag hand, and read with a discomposed voice its closing words. "It 
is even so : ' All former oonnesion must henceforth be at an end between 
him and the aupposed Auguatine.' Explain to me how the reading of 



.eubyCoOgIC 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. 345 

tt«se words is reooucilabla to anvthing tut their plain sense of condemna- 
tjsn and forfeiture of contract, impijiiig desti'uolaon of tlie hopes of Sir 
John .3e Walton?" 

"You are Bome-what an older man than I, Sir Knight," answered De 
Valence, " and I will grant, hy far the wiser and more ex^eiienoed ; jet I 
wilt uphold that there is no adopting the interpretation whioh you^ seem to 
have affised in your mind to this letter, without snppoaing the preliminary, 
that the fair writer was distracted in her understanding, — nay, never start, 
look wildly, or lay your hand on your sword, I do not affirm this ia the 
ease. I say again, that no woman in her senses would have pardoned a 
common acciuaintanoe for his behaying to hor with unintentional disre- 
spect and unkindneas, during the currency of a certain masquerade, and, 
at the same time, sternly and irreyocahly broke off with the iover to whom 
her troth was plighted, although his error in joining in the offfinca was 
neither grosser nor more protracted than that of the person indifferent to 
her love." 

" Do not hlaspheme," said Sir John do Walton ; " and forgive me, if, in 
justice to truth and to the angel whom I fear I have forfeited for ever, I 
point out to jou the difference which a maiden of dignity and of feeling 
must make between an offence towards her, committed by an ordinary 
acquaintance, and one of precisely the same kind offered by a person who 
is bound by the most undeserved preference, by the most generous benofits, 
and by every thing which can bind human feeling, to think and reflect 
ere he becomes an actor in any case in which it ia possible for bor to 
be concerned." 

" Now, by mine honour," said Aymer de Valence, " I am glad to hear 
thee make some' attempt at reason, although it is but an unreasonable kind 
of reason too, since its object is to deatroy thine own hopes, and argue 
away thine own chance of happiness; but if I have, in the progress of 
this affair, borne me sometimes towards thee, as to give not only^ the 
governor, but even the friend, some cause of displeasure, I will make it up 
to thee now, John de Walton, by trying to convince thee in spite of thino 
own perverse logic. But here cornea the museadel and the breakfast ; wilt 
thou take some refreshment; — or shall we go on without the spirit of 
museadel ?" 

" For Heaven's sake," replied De Walton, " do as thou wilt, so thou make 
mo clear of thy well-intended babble." 

" Nay, thou shalt not brawl me out of my powers of argument," said De 
Valence, laughing, and helping himself to a briraming cup of wine ; " if 
thou acknowledgest thyself ooaquered, I am contented to give the victory 
to the inspiring strength of the jovial liquor." 

" Do as thoa listest," said De Walton, " but make an end of an argument 
which thou canst not comprehend." 

" I deny the charge," answered tlie younger knight, wiping his lips, after 
having finished his draught; "and listen, Walton the Warlike, to a ohapteT 
in the history of womqn, in which thou art more unakilled than I would 
wish thee t« be. Thou canst not deny that, be it right or wrong, the lady 
Augusta hath ventured more forward with you than is usual upon the sea 
of affeot'on ; ahe boldly made thee her choice, while thou wert as yet known 
to her only as a flower of Snglish chivalry, — fiuth, and I respect her for 
her frankness — but it was a choice, which the more cold of her own aex 
might perhaps claim occasion b> term rash and precipitate. — Nay, be not, I 
pray thee, offended — I am far from thinking or saying so ; on tJie contrary, 
I will uphold with my lance, her selection of John de Walton against the 
minions of a court, to be a wise and generous choice, and her own behaviour 
as alike candid and noble. But she herself is not unlikely to dread unjust 
misconstruction ; a fear of which may not improbably induce her, upon any 
■ — 1.. __.■__ J opportunity of showing an unwonted and unusual 
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rigour towards her loyer, in order to talanoc her haying extended towards 
him, in the beginning of their intercourse, somewhat of an unusual degree 
of frant encoorogement. Way, it might be easy for her lover so far to take 
part against himself, by arguicg as thou dost, when out of thy senses, as to 
make it difficult for her to withdraw from an argument which he himself 
was foolish enough to strengthen ; aad thas, like & maiden too soon taken at 
her first nay-say, she shall perhaps he allowed no opportunity of bearing 
herself acoording to her real leelings, or retracting a eentence issued witli 
consent of the party whoae hopes it destroys." 

" I have heard thee, De Valence," answered the governor of Douglas 
Dale ; " nor is it difficult for me to ndmit, that these thy lessons may serve 
as a chart to many a female heart, but not to that of Augusta de Berkely. 
By my life, I say I would much sooner be deprived of the merit of those 
few deeds of chivalry which thou sayest have procured for me such enviable 
distinction, than I would act upon them with the insolence, as if I said that 
my place in the lady's bosom was too firmly flsod to be shaken even by the 
success of a worthier man, or by my own gross failure in respect to the 
object of my attachment. No, herself alone shall have power to persuade 
me that even goodness equal to that of an interceding saint will restore me 
to the place in her affections which I have most unworthily forfeited, by s, 
Btupidity only to be compared to that of brutes." 

"If you are so minded," said Ayraer De Valence, "I have only one word 
more— forgive me if I speak it peremptorily — the lady, as yoa aay, and say 
truly, must ha the final arbitress in this question. My arguments do not 
extend to insisting that you should claim her hand, whether she herself 
will or no ; but, to learn her determination, it is necessary that you should 
find out where she is, of which I am unfortunately not able to inform you." 
" How 1 what mean you !" esclaimod the governor, who now only began 
to comprehend the extent of his misfortune; "whither hath she fled? or 
with whom J" 

" She is fied, for what I know," said De Valence, " in search of a more 
enterprising lover than one who is so willing to interpret every air of frost 
as a killing blight to his hopes ; perhaps she seeks the Black Douglas, or 
some such hero of the Thistle, to reward with ber lands, her lordships, and 
beauty, those virtues of enterprise and oourage, of which John de Walton 
was at one time thought possessed. But, seriously, events are passing 
around us of strange import. I saw enough last night, on my way fo Saint 
Bride's, to make me suspicious of every one. I sent to you as a prisoner 
the old seiton of the church of Douglas. I found him contumacious as to 
some enquiries which I thought it proper to prosecute; but of this more at 
another time. The escape of this lady adds greatly to the difficulties which 
encircle this devoted caatle." 

" Aymer de Valence," replied De Walton, in a solemn and animated tone, 
" Douglas Castle shall be defended, as wo have hitherto been able, with the 
aid of heaven, to spread from its battlements the broad banner of St. George. 
Come of me what lists during my life, I will die the faithful lover of Au- 
gusta de Berkely, even although I no longer live as her chosen knight. 

There are cloisters and hermitages" 

" Ay, marry are there," replied Sir Aymer ; " and girdles of hemp, more- 
over, and beads of oak ; but all these we omit in our reckonings, till we 
discover whore the Lady Augusta is, and what she purposes to do in this 
matter." 

"You say well," replied De Walton; "let ns hold counsel together by 
what means we shall, if possible, discover the lady's too hasty retreat, by 
which she has dona me great wrong; I mean, if she supposed hoc com- 
mands would not have been fully obeyed, bad she bonourtMi with them the 
governor of Douglas Dale, or any who are under his command." 

" Now," replied Da Valence, " you again speak like a true son of ehi- 
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presence. Hie fidelity to his mistress has been remarkable ; and, 

tora stand now, we must take instant measures for tracing the plao 

retreat." 
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It was yot early in the day, when, after the Governor and Pa Valenoa 
had again aaramoned Bertram to their eouneila, the garrison of Donglas was 
mustered, and a number of small parties, in addition to those already des- 
patched by Da Valence from Haaelside, were sent out to seour the woods in 
pursuit of the fugitives, with strict injunctions to treat them, if OTertafcen, 
with liie utmost respect, and to obey their commands, keeping an eye, how- 
ever, on the place where they might take refuge. To facilitate this result, 
some who were men of discretion were intrusted with the secret who the 
Bopposed pilgrim and (he fugitive nun really wore. The whole ground, 
■whether forest or moorland, within many miles of Douglas CasUe, waa 
covered and traversed by parties, whose anxiety to detect tie fugitives was 
equal to the reward for their safe recovery, liberally offered by De Walton 
and De Yalence. They spared not, meantime, to make such enquiries in 
ftll directions as might bring to light any machinations of the Scottish in- 
surgents which mieht be on toot ia those wild districts, of which, as we have 
said before, De Valeuee, in purticular, entertained strong suspicions. Their 
instructions were, in case of finding such, to proceed against the persons 
engaged, by arrest and otherwise, in the most rigorous manner, such as 
had been commanded by De Walton himself at the time when the Black 
Douglas and his accomplices had been the principal objects of his wakeful 
suspicions. These various detachments had greaiJy reduced the strength 
of the garrison ; yet, althongh numerous, alert, and despatched in every 
direction, they had not the fortune either to fall on the trace of the Lady 
of Berkely, or to encounter any party whatever of the insurgent Scottish. 

Meanwhile, our fugitives had, as we have seen, set out from the convent 
of St. Bride under the guidance of a cavalier, of whom the Lady Augusta 
knew nothing, save that he was to guide their steps in a direction where 
they would not be esposed to the risk of being overtaken. At length Mar- 
garet de Hautlieu herself spoke npoa the subject. 

" You have made no enquiry, " she said, " Lady Augusta, whither you 
are travelling, or under whose charge, although raethinks it should much 
concern you to know." 

" Is it not enough for me to be aware," answered Lady Augusta, " that I 
am traveiling, kind sister, under the protection of one to whom you yourself 
trust as to a friend; and why need 1 be acsious for any farther assurance 
of rny safety!" 

" Simply," said Margaret de Hautlieu, " because the persons with whom, 
from national as well as personal circumstances, I stand connected, are per- 
haps not exactly the protectors to whom you, lady, can with snoh perfect 
eafety intrust yourself." 
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" In what sense," said tho Lady Augusta, " do jou use ttieSB words ?" 

" Because," replied Margaret de Hautlieu, " the Bruce, the Douglas, Mai 
oolm Fleming, and others of that party, .although they are incapable •>( 
abusing euch an advantage to any dishonourable purpose, might nevev 
theless, Under a strong temptation, consider you as an hostage thrown into 
their bands h^ Providence, through whom they might meditate the possi- 
bility of gaining some benefit to their dispersed and dispirited party," 

" They might make me," answered the Lady Augusta, " the subject of 
snob a treaty, when I was dead, but, believe me, never while I drew vital 
breath. Believe me also that, with whatever pain, Ehame, or agony, I would 
again deliver myself up io the power of De Walton, yes, I would rather put 
myself in his bands — what do 1 say! kis! — 1 would rather surrender my- 
self to the meanest orcber of my native country, than combine with its foes 
to work mischief to merry England — my own England — that country 
which is the envy of every other coantry, and the pride of all who can terra 
themselves her natives 1" 

"I thoaght that your choice might prove so," said Lady Margaret; "and 
since you have honoured me with your confidence, gladly would I provide 
for your liberty by placing yoQ as nearly in the situation which you your- 
self desire, as my poor means have the power of aocompliBhing. In half an 
hour we shall be in danger of being taken by the English parties, which 
will be instantly dispersed in every direction in quest of us. Now, take 
notice, lady, I know a place in which 1 can take refuge with my friends and 
countrymen, those gallant Scots, who have never even in this dishonoured 
age bent the knee to Baai. For their honour, their nicety of honour, I 
could in other days have answered with my own ; but of late, I am bound 
to tell you, they have been put to those (rials by which the most generous 
affections may be soured, and driven to a species of frenzy, the more wild 
that it is founded originally on the noblest feelings. A person who feela 
himself deprived of bis natural birthright, denounced, exposed to confisca- 
tion and death, because he avouches the rights of his king, the cause of his 
country, ceases on his part to be nice or precise in estimating the degree of 
retaliation whioh it is lawful for him to exercise in the requital of such in- 
juries ; and, believe me, bitterly should I lament having guided you into a 
situation which vou might consider afflicting or degrading." 

" In a word tlien," said tho English lady, " what is it you apprehend I 
am like to sufier at the hands of your friends, whom I must be excused for 
terming rebels ?" 

" If," said the sister Ursula, " yoar friends, whom I should term oppres- 
sors and tyrants, take our land and our lives, seize our castles, and confis- 
cate onr property, you must confess, that the rough laws of war indulge 
iaine with the privilege of retaliation. There can he no fear, that such 
men, under any circumstances, would ever exercise cruelty or insult upon 
a lady of your rank ; but it is another thing to calculate that they will 
abstain from suoh means of extorting advantage from your captivity as are 
common in -warfare. You would not, I think, wish to be delivered up to 
the English, on consideration of Sir John de Walton surrendering the CasUe 
of Douglas to its natural lord; yet, were you in the hands of the Bruce or 
Douglas, although I can answer for your being treated with all the respect 
which they have the means of showing, yet I own, their putting you at such 
ft ransom might be by no means unlikely." 

"I would sooner die," stud the Lady Berkely, "than have my noma 
mixed up in a ti'eaty so disgraceful ; and De Walton's reply to it would, I 
am certain, be ta strike the head from the messenger, and throw it from the 
liighest tower of Douglas Castle." 

"Where, then, lady, would you now go," said sister Ursula, "wore the 
choice in your power?" 

" To my own castle," answered Lady Augusta, "where, if necessary, I 
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could ho defended even against tlie king himself, until 1 could place at least 
TOj person under the protection of the Cliurch." 

"In tliat case," replied Margaret de Hautlieu, "my power of rendering 
you aasistanee is only precarious, yet it comprehends a choice which I win 
■willingly submit to jour decision, notwithstanding I thereby subject the 
socrats of my friends to some risk of being disooyered and frustrated. But 
the confidence which you have placed in me, imposes on rae the necessity 
of committing to you a lilte trust. It resta with you, whether you will pro- 
ceed with mo to the secret reijdezvous of the Douglas and his friends, which 
I may be blamed for making known, and there take your chance of the re- 
ception which TOu may encounter, since I cannot warrant you of any thing 
save honourable treatment, so far as your person is concerned ; or if you 
should think this too haiatdous, make the best of your way at once for the 
iSorder; in which last case I will proceed as far as I can with you towards 
the English line, and then leaye you to pursue your journey, and to obtain 
a gnard and a conductor among your own countrymen. Meantime, it will 
bo well for me if I escape being taken, since the abbot would not shrink at 
inflicting upon me the death due to an apostate nun." 

" SucE cruelty, my sister, could hardly be inflicted upon one who had 
never taken the religious tows, and who still, according to the laws of the 
Church, had a right to make a choice between the world and the veil." 

"Such choice as they gave their gallant victims," siud Lady Margaret, 
"whohaTe fallen into English hands during these mercilesa wars, — such 
choice as they gave to Wallace, the Champion of Scotland, — such as they 
gave to Hay, the gentle and tlie free, — to Sommervilie, the flower of chi- 
valry, ~ and to Athol, the blood relation of King Edward himself — all of 
whom were as much traitors, under which name they were executed, as 
Margaret de Hautlieu is an apostate nun, and subject to the^rule of the 
cloister." 

She spoke with some eagerness, for she felt as if the English lady imputed 
to her more coldness than she was, in such doubtful circumstances, conscious 
of manifesting. 

" And after all," she proceeded, " you, Lady Augusta de Berkely, what 
do jou venture, if yon run the risk of falling into the hands of your lover? 
What dreadful risk do you incur? You need not, methinks, fear being im- 
mured between four walls, with a basket of bread and a cruise of water, 
which, were I seized, would be the only support allowed to me for the short 
space that my life would be prolonged. Nay, even were you to be betrayed 
to the rebel Scots, as you call them, a captivity among the hills, sweetened 
by the hope of deliverance, and rendered tolerable by all the alleviations 
whioh the circumstances of your captors allowed them the means of supply- 
ing, were not, I think, a lot so very hard to endure." 

"Nevertheless," answered the Lady of Berkely, "frightful enough it 
must have appeared to me, since, to fly from such, I threw myself upon 
your guidance." 

"And, whatever you think or suspect," answered the novice, "I am as 
true to you as ever was one maiden to another; and as sure as ever sister 
Ursula was true to her vows, although they were never completed, so will I 
be faithful to your secret, even at the risk of betraying my own." 

" Hearken, lady 1" she said, suddenly pansing, " do j^ou hear that J" 

The sound to which she alluded was the same imitation of the cry of an 
owlet, which the lady had before heard under the walls of the convent. 

" These sounds," swd Margaret de HauUien, " announce thai one is near, 
more able than I am to direct us in this matter. I must go forward and 
speak with him ; and this man, our guide, will remain by you for a iittla 
space ; nor, when ho quits your bridle, need you wait for any other signal, 
but ride forward on the woodland path, and obey the advice and direotioni 
which will be given you." 

2b 
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aula !" ci'ied the Lad 
a momect of uncertainty and diati'ea 

" It must be, for the sake of both," rotarned Margaret de Hautlieu. " I 
also am in uncerttdnty — I also am in distress — and patience and obedience 
we the only Tirtues which can save us both." 

So saying, she struck her horse with the riding rod, and niovinj; bristly 
forward, disappeared among the tangled boughs of a thicket. I'he Lady 
of Berkely would have followed her companion, but the cavalier who at- 
tended them laid a strong hand upon the bridle of her palfrey, with a look 
■which implied that he would not permit her to proceed in that direction. 
Terrified, therefore, though ahe could not exactly state a reason why, the 
Lady of Berkely remained with her eyes fixed upon the thicket, instinci- 
ively, as it were, expecting tc see a band of English archers, or nigged 
Scottish insurgents, issue from its tangled skirt-s, and doubtful which she 
should have most considered as the objects of her terror. In the diatresa 
of her Ducertainty, she J^in attempted to move forward, but the stem 
check which her attendant again bestowed upon her bridle, proved suffi- 
ciently that in restraining her wishes, the stranger was not likely to space 
the strength which he eertainly piKsessed. At length, after some ten mi- 
nutes had elapsed, the cavalier withdrew his hand from her bridle, and 
pointing with his lance towards the thicket, through which there winded a 
narrow, scarce visible path, seemed to intimate to the lady that her road 
lay in that direction, and that he would no longer prevent her following it. 

" Do yon not go with me f " said the lady, who, having been accustomed 
to this man's company since they left the convent, had by degrees come fo 
look upon him as a sort of protector. He, however, gravely shook his head, 
08 if to excuse complying with a request, which it was not in his power tc 
grant ; and turning his steed in a different direction, retired at a pace which 
soon carried him from her sight. She had then no alternative but to take 
the path of the thicket, which had been followed by Margaret de Hautlieu, 
nor did she pursue it long before coming in sight ot a singular spectacle. 

The trees grew wider as the lady advanced, and when she entered the 
thicket, she perceived that, though hedged in as it were by an enclosure of 
copsewood, it was in the interior altogether occupied by a few of the mag- 
nificent trees, such as seemed to have been the ancestors of the forest, and 
which, though few in number, were sufficient to overshade all the unoccu- 
pied ground, by the great extent of their complicated branches. Beneath 
one of these lay stretched something of a grey colour, which, as it drew 
itself together, exhibited the figure of a man sheathed in armour, but 
strangely accoutred, and in a manner so bizarre, as to indicate some of the 
wild fancies peculiar to the knights of that period. His armour was inge- 
niously painted, so aa to represent a Bkeleton ; the ribs being constituted by 
the ooraclet and ita baek-piece. The shield represented an owl with its 
wings spread, a device which was repeated upon the helmet, which appeared 
to be completely covered by an image of the same bird of ill omen. But 
that which was particularly caloulated to excite surprise in Uie spectator, 
was the great height and thinness of the figure, which, as it arose from the 
ground, and placed itself in an erect posture, seemed rather to resemble an 
apparition in the act of extricating itself from the grave, than that of an 
ordinary man rising upon his feet. The horse, too, upon which the lady 
rode, started baok and snorted, either at the sudden change of posture of 
this ghastly specimen of chivalry, or disagreeably affected by some odour 
which accompanied his presence. The lady herself manifested some alarm, 
for although she did not utterly believe she was in the presence of a saner 
natural being, yet, among all the strange ba!f-frantic disguises of chivalry 
this was assuredly the most uncouth which she had over seen ; and, con- 
sidering how often the knights of the period pushed their dreamy fancies 
to the borders of insanity, it seemed at best no very safe adventure to mee( 
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one accoutred in the emblems of the King of Terrors himself, nlone, and 
in the midst of n wild forest. Be the knight's character and pucpoaps what 
thej might, aha reaolyed, however, fo accost him in the language and man- 
ner ohaerred id romanceB upon saoh occasions, in the hope even that If be 
'were a madman he might prove a peaoeable one, and acosssible to civility. 

" Sir Knight," she said, in aa firm a. tone as she could assume, " right 
Borry am I, if, by my hasty approach, I have disturbed your solitary medi- 
tations. My horse, sensible I think of the presence of youra, brought me 
hither, without my being aware whom or what I was to euoonnter," 

" I am ODe," answered the stranger, in a solemn tone, " whom few men 
seek to meet, till the time comes that they can avoid me no longer." 

" You speak. Sir Knight," replied the Lady de Berkely, " according to 
the dismal oharaflter of which it has pleased jou to assume the distinction. 
May I appeal to one whose esterior is so formidable, for the purpose of 
ime directions to guide me throug' " ' '" ' " ' 

is the name of the nearest cast 
[ am best likely to reach such?" 

" It is a singular auda,city," answered the Knight of the Tomb, " that 
would enter into conversation with him who is termed the Inexorable, the 
Unsparing, and the Pitiless, whom even the moat miserable forbears to call 
to his assistance, lest his prayers should be too soon answered." 

" Sir Knight," replied the Lady Augusta, " the character which you hare 
assumed, unc|uestionably for good reasons, dictates to you a peculiar course 
of speech; but although your part is a sad one, it does not, I should sup- 
pose, render it necessaiy for you to refuse those acts -oi civility fo which 
you must have bound yourself in taking the high vows of chivalry." 

" If you will trust to my guidance," replied the ghastly figure, " there is 
only one condition upon which I can grant yon the information which yon 
require ; and that is, that you follow my footsteps witliout any questions 
asked as to the tendency of our journey. 

" I suppose I must submit to your conditions," she answered, " if you are 
indeed pleased to take upon yourself the task of being my guide. In my 
heart I conceive you to be one of the unhappy gentlemen of Scotland, wlio 
are now in arms, as they say, for the defence of their liberties. A rash 
undertaking has brought me within the sphere of your influence, and now 
the only favour I have to request of you, against whom I never did, nor 
planned any evil, is the guidance which your knowledge of the country 

Sermita you easily to afford me in my way to the frontiers of England. Re- 
eve that what I may see of your haunts or of your practices, shall be to 
me things inyisible, as if they were actually concealed by the sepulchre 
itself, of the king of which it has pleased you to assume the attributes ; 
and if a sum of money, enouglj to be the ransom of a wealthy earl, will 
purchase such a favour at need, such a ransom will be frankly paid, and 
with as much fidelity as ever it was rendered by a prisoner to the knight by 
whom he was taken. Do not reject me, princely Bruce — noble Douglas — 
if indeed it is to either of these that I address myself in this my last extre- 
mity — men speak of both as fearful enemies, but generous knights and 
faithful friends. Let me entreat you to remember how much yon would 
wish your own friends and oonnesions to meet with compassion under 
similar circumstances, at the hands of t.ho knights of Hugland." 

" And have they done ao 1" replied tlie Knight, in a voice more gloomy 
than before, "or do you act wisely, while imploring the protection of one 
whom you believe to be a true Scottish knight, for no other reason than the 
extreme and estrav^ant misery of his appearance? — is it, I say, well or 
wise to remind him of the mode in which the lords of England have treated 
the lovely maidens and the high-born dames of Scotland? Have not their 
prison cages been suspendeif from the battlements of castles, that their 
captivity might be kept in view of every base burgher, who should desire 
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the nobleBt peeresaes, yea, eyen tho Que 
tion which can inspire a Scottish knigh 

, h lady ? or is it a thought which can do aught 

-r-r 1 hatred of Edward Plantngenet, the author of 

these evils, that boils in every drop of Scottish blood which still feels the 
throb of life! Wo; — it is all jou can expect, if, cold and pitiless as the 
sspulehre I represent, I leave you unassisted in the helpless condition in 
which you describe yourself to be." 

" You. will not be so inhuman," replied the lady ; " in doing so you must 
surrender every right to h u t fan wh' h y u ha won aither by sword 
or lance. You must surrend y p le i^ t th t justice which affeota 

the merit of supporting thwkgnth tn^ You must make it 
your principle to avenge th w ng nd tyranny t Edward Plantaganet 

upon the dames and dam la f fi '— -^ "*- ' --:*'-.- K. i,:. 

councils, noi perhaps give 1 nt tl 

" It would not then," said th Kn ght of th S [ ulchre, " induce you to 
depart from your request, h Id I t 11 y u th 1 to which you would 
subject yourself should we fall nto th band f th English troops, and 
should taey find you under uhil! mndp t t nas my own ?" 

"Be assured," said the lady the d at n f such an event does 

not in the least shake mj resolut on, or desire of confiding in your protec- 
tion. You may probably know who I am, and mav judge how far even 
Edward would hold himself entitled to extend punishment towards me." 

" How am I to kttow you," replied the ghastly cavalier, " or your circum- 
stances 1 They must be extraordinary indeed, if they could form a cheek, 
either of justice or humanity, upon the revengeful feelings of Edward. All 
who know him are well assured that it is no ordinary motive that will in- 
duce him to depart fi'Om the indulgence of his evil temper. But be it as it 
may, you, lady, if a lady you be, throw yourself as a burden upon me, and 
I must discharge myself of my trust aa I best may; for this purpose you 
most be guided implicitly by my directions, which will be given after the 
fashion of those of the spiritual world, being intimatious, rather than de- 
tailed instructions for your conduct, and espressed rather by commands, 
than by any reason or argument. In this way it is possible that I may be 
of service to you ; in any other case, it is most likely that I may fail you at 
need, and meit from your side like a phantom which dreads the approach 

" You cannot be so cruel I" answered the lady. " A gentleman, a knight, 
and a nobleman-— and I persuade myself I apeak to all — hath duties which 
he cannot abandon." 

" He has, I grant it, and they are most sacred to me," answered the 
Spectral Knight; "but I have also duties whose obligations are doubly 
binding, and to which I must saorifice those which would otherwise lead 
me to devote myself to your rescue. The only question is whether you feel 
inclined to accept my piDteotion on the limited terms on which alone I can 
extend it, or whether you deem it better that each go their own way, and 
limit them selves to their own resources, and trust the rest to Providence?" 

" Alasl" replied the lady, "beset and hard pressed as I am, to ask me to 
form a resolution for myself, is lilce calling on the wretch in the act of fall- 
ing from a precipice, to form a, calm judgment by what twig he may best 

Sain the chance of breaking his fall. His answer must necessarily be, that 
c will cling to that which he can easiest lay hold of, and trust the rest to 
Providence. I accept therefore your offer of protection in the modified way 
you are pleased to limit it, and 1 put my faith in Heaven aud in you. To 



.eubyCoO^^IC 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. 353 

aid jne effaotuallj, howeyor, you must know my name and my circum- 
stances." 

" AH these," answered tlie Kniglit of the Sepulchre, " have already been 
told me by your late companion ; for deem not, young lady, that either 
beauty, rank, extended domains, unlimited wealth, or the highest acoom- 
plishments, can weigh any thing in the consideration of him ■who weara tho 
trappings of the tomb, and whose aSeotions and desires are long buried in 
the oharnel-houee." 

" May your faith," said the Lady Augusta de Berkely, " be as steady aa 
your words appear severe, and I submit to your guidance, without the loa«t 
doubt or fear that it mill prove otherwise than, as I ventuTO to hope," 
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LiKB the dog following ita maater, when engaged in ttainiog him to the 
sport in which he desires he ahould excel, the Lady Augusta felt herself 
occasionally treated with a severity, calculated to impress upon her the 
most implicit obedience and attention to the Knight of the Tomb, in whom 
she had speedily persuaded herself she saw a principal man among the 
retainers of Douglas, if not James of Douglas himself. Still, however, the 
ideas which the lady had formed of the redoubted Douglas, were those of 
a knight highly acGompIished in the duties of chivalry, devoted in particular 
to the service of the fair sex, and altogether unlike the personage with 
whom she found herself so strangely united, or rather for the present en- 
thralled to. Nevertheless, when, as if to abridge farther communication, 
he turned short into one of the mazes of the wood, and seemed to adopt a 
pace, which, from the nature of the ground, the horse on which the Lady 
Augusta was mounted had difficulty to keep up with, she followed him with 
the alarm and speed of the young spaniel, which from fear rather than 
fondness, endeavonra to keep up with the track of its severe master. Tho 
simile, it is true, is not a very polite one, nor entirely becoming an age, 
when women were worshipped with a certain degree of devotion ; but such 
oirourastances as the present were also rare, and the Lady Augusta da 
Berkely oould not but persuade herself that the terrible champion, whose 
name had been so long the theme of her anxiety, and the terror indeed of 
the whole country, might be able, some way or other, to accomplish her 
deliverance. She, therefore, esertad herself to the*tmost, so as to keep 
pace with the phantom-like apparition, and followed the knight, as the 
evening shadow keeps watch upon the belated rustic. 

As the lady obviously suffered under the degree of exertion neeeaaary to 
keep her palfrey from stumbling in these steep and broken paths,, the Knight 
of the Tomb slackened his pace, looked ansiously around bim, and muttered 
apparently to himself, though probably intended for his companion's ear, 
"There is no occasion for so much haste." 

He proceeded at a slower rate, until they seemed to be on the brink of a 
ravine, being one of many irregularities on the surface of the ground, effected 
by the sudden torrents peculiar to that country, and which, winding amona 
the trees and copse-wood, formed, as it were, a net of places of oonoeal 
ment, opening into each other, so that there was perhaps no place in the 
world so fit ftr the purpose of ambuscade. The spot where the borderer 
TurnbuU had made his escape at the hunting match, waa one specimen of 
this broken country, and perhaps connected itaelf with the various thioketa 
and passes through which the knight and pilgrim occasionally seemed to 
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tate their wny, though tlmt ravine waa at a oonsiiierable distance from tlieir 
present route. 

Meanwhile the knight led the way, as if rather with the purpose of be- 
wildering the Lady Augusta amidat these interminable woods, than follow- 
ing any exact or fixed path. Here thej aaoended, and anon appeared to 
deaoend in the same direction, finding only boundless -wildernesses, and 
varied combinations of tangled woodland aoenery. Such part of the coun- 
try as seemed arable, the tnight appeared carefully to avoid; yet he could 
not direct his course with so much certainty but that he occasionally otossed 
the path of inhabitants and cultivators, who showed a consciouaneBs of so 
singular a presence, but never as the lady observed evinoed any symptoms 
of recognition. The inference was obvious, that the Bpectre Knight waB 
known in the country, and that he possessed adherents or accomplices there, 
who were at least so far his friends, as to avoid giving any alarm, whioli 
migbt be the means of his discovery. The well-imitated cry of the night-- 
owl, too frequent a guest in the wilderness that its call should be a subject 
of surprise, seemed to be a signal generally understood among them ; for it 
was heard in different parts of the wood, and the Lady Augusta, experienced 
in such journeys by her former travels under the guidance of the minstrol 
Bertram, was fed to observe, that on hearing such wild notes, her guide 
changed the direction of his course, and betook himself to ^aths which led 
through deeper wilds, and more impenetrable thickets. This happened so 
often, that a new alarm oarae upon the unfortunate pilgrim, which suggested 
other motives of terror. Was she not the confidant, and almost the tool of 
some artful design, laid wilh a view to an estensivo operation, which was 
destined to terminate, as the effbrts of Douglas had before done, in the sur- 

Srise of his hereditary castle, the massacre of th B gl' h — nd 

naily in the dishonour and death of that Sir J h d W It p wh se 

fate she had long believed, or taught herself t b I tl t h w as 

dependent? 

It no sooner flashed across the mind of th L ly A g t th t h was 
engaged in some such conspiracy with a Scott h g t th h h d- 

doted at the consequences of the dark transa t wh h h h d w 

become involved, and which appeared to ha tl y ydflnt 

from what she had at first apprehended. 

The hours of the morning of this remark bl d y b g th t f P Im 
Sunday, were thns drawn out in wandering f m pi t pm wh 1 the 
Lady de Berkely occasionally interposed by p t f 1 b rty wh h ho 
endeavoured to express in the most moving a d p th t , I by 

offers of wealth and treaauves, to which no answer whatever was returned 
by her strange guide. 

At length, as if worn out by his captive's importunity, tjie knight, coming 
close up to the bridle-rein of the Lady Augusta, said in a solemn tone— 

" I am, as you may well believe, none of those knighta who roam through 
wood and wild, seeking adventures, by which I may obtain grace in the eyes 
of a fair lady i Yet wUl I to a certain decree grant the request which thou 
dost solicit so anxiously, and the arbitration of thy fate shall depend upon 
the pleasure of him to whose will thou hast expressed thyself ready to sub- 
mit thine own. I will, on our arrival at the place of our destination, which 
is now at hand, write to Sir John de Walton, and send my letter, together 
with thy fair self, by a special messenger. He will, no doubt, speedily attend 
onr summons, and thou shalt thyself be satisfied, that even he who has as 
yet appeared deaf to entreaty, and insensible to earthly affections, has still 
some sympathy for beauty and for virtue. I will put the choice of safety, 
and thy future happiness, into thine own hands, and those of the man whom 
thou hast chosen ; and thou mayst select which thou wilt betwixt those and 

While he thus spoke, one of those ravines or clefts in the earth seemed to 
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ynwTi before them, and entering it at the upper end, tho spectre knight, 
with an attention which ho had not jet shown, ^iiiiied the Jady's courser by 
the rein down the broken and steep path bj whioh alone the bottom of tho 
tangled dingle was accessible. 

When placed on firm ground after tiie dangers of a doscent, in which her 
palfrey seemed to he sustained by the personal strength and address of the 
singular being who bad hold of the bridle, the lady looked with some as- 
tonishment at a place so ■well adapted for concealment as that which she 
had now reached. It appeared Byident that it was used for this purpoee, 
for more than one stifled answer was given to a very low hugle-nota emitted 
by the Knight of the Tomb ; and when the same note waa repeated, about 
half a score of armed men, some wearing the dress of soldiers, others those 
of shepherds and agriouliurist'i, showed themselves imperfectly, as if ac- 
knowledging the 



" Hail to you, my gallant friends !" said the Knight of the Tomb to Iiia 
companions, who seemed to welcome him with the eagerness of men en- 
gaged in the same perilous undertaking. " The winter has passed over, 
the festival of Palm Sunday is come, and as surely as the ice and snow of 
this season shall not remain to chill the earth through the ensuing summer, 
BO sureiy we, in a few hours, keep our word to those southern braggarts, 
who think their language of boasting and malice has as much force over 
our Scottish bosoms, 09 the blast possesses over the autumn fruits ; but it is 
not so. While we choose to remain concealed, they may as vainly seek to 
descry ua, as a housewife would search for the needle she has dropped 
among the withered foliage of yon gigantic oak. Yet a few hours, and the 
lost needle shall become the exterminating sword of the Genius of Scotland, 
avenging ten thousand injuries, and especially the life of the gallant Lord 
Dou^aa, cruelly done to death as an exile from his native country." 

An exclamation between a fell and a groan burst from tJie assembled 
retainers of Douglas, upon bemg reminded of the recent death of their 
chieftain J while they seemed at the same time sensible of the necessity of 
making little noise, lest they should give the alarm to some of the numerous 
English parties which were then traversing different parts of the forest. 
The acclamation, so cautiously uttered, had scarce died away in silence, 
when the Knight of the Tomb, or, to call him by his proper name, Sir 
James Douglas, again addressed his handful of faithful followers. 

" One efert, tny friends, may yet be made to end our strife with the 
Soutiron without bloodshed. Fate has within a few hours thrown into my 
power the young heiress of Berkely, for whose sake it is said Sir John do 
Walton keeps with such obstinacy the castle which is mine by inheritance. 
Is there one among you who dare go, as the honourable escort of Augusta 
de Berkely, bearing a letter, explaining the terms on which I am willing to 
restore her to her lover, to freedom, and to her English lordships 1" 

"If there is none other," said a tall man, dressed in the t-attered attjre 
of a woodsman, and being, in fact, no other than the very Michael Turn- 
bull, who had already given so extraordinary a proof of his undaunted man- 
hood, " I will gladly be the person who will he the lady's henchman on this 

" Thou art never wanting," said tlie Douglas, " wbe^e a manly deed ia tc 
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be doDe ; but remember, this lady must pledge to us her ■word and oftth 
that she will hold herself our fiiithfal prisoner, rescue or no rescue ; that 
she will consider herself as pledged for the life, freedom, and fair usage of 
Miohael Turnbull; and that if Sir John do Walton refuse my terms, sho 
muat hold herself obliged to return with Turnbull to our presence, in order 
to bo disposed of at our pleasure." 

There was muoh in these conditions, which Btruck the Lady Augusta with 
natural doubt and horror ; neyerthelesa, stiange as it maj aeom, the decla- 
ration of the Douglas gave a species of decision to her situation, which 
might have otherwise been unattainable ; and from the high opinion which 
Bhe entertiuned of the Douglas's ohiTalry, she could not bring herself to 
think, that any part which he might play in the approaching drama would 
be other than tnat which a perfect good knight would, under all oironm- 
stancoa, maintain towards his enemy. Even wiUi respect to De Walton, she 
felt herself relieved of a painful difficulty. The idea of her being dis- 
covered by the knight himself, in a male disguise, had preyed upon her 
spirits ; and she felt as if guilty of a departure from the laws of woman- 
hood, in having extended hor favour towards him beyond maidenly limits ; 
a step, too, which might tend to lessen her in the eyes of the lover for whom 
she had hazarded so much. 



On the other hand, to be brought before hira as a prisoner, was indeed a 
circumstance equally perplexing as uapleasing, but it was one which was 
beyond her control, and the Douglas, into whose hands sho had fallen, ap- 
peared to her to represent the deity in the play, whose entrance was almost 
iufhoient to bring its perplexities to a conclusion ; she therefore not unwill- 
ingly submitted to take what oaths and promises were required by the 
parly in whose hands she found herself, and accordingly engaged to be a 
true prisoner, whatever might occur. Meantime she strictly obeyed the 
direotioiis of those who had her motions at command, devontly praying that 
circumstances, in themselves so adverse, might nevertheless work together 
for the safety of her lover and her own freedom, 

A pause ensued, during which a slight repast was placed before the Lady 
Augusta, who was well-ntgh exhausted with tho fatigues of her journey. 

Douglas and his partisans, meanwhile, whispered together, as if unwilling 
she should hear their conference ; while, to purchase their good-will, if pos- 
sible, she studiously avoided every appearance of listening. 

After some conversation, Turnbull, who appeared to consider the lady as 
peculiarly his charge, said to her in a harsh voice, " Do not fear, lady ; no 
wrong shall be done you; nevertheless, you must be content for a space to 
be blindfolded." 

She submitted t« this in silent terror; and the trooper, wrapping part 
of a mantle round her head, did not assist her to remount hor palfrey, but 
lent hor his arm to support her in this blinded state. 
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forward on Each occasions ; but his help waa so roughly adminietered, that 
the lady once or twice, in fear or suffering, was eompelled to groan or sigh 
heavily, whatever was her desire to supproaa such ovidenee of the apprehen- 
sion which sho onderwoct, or the pain -which she endured. Presently, upon 
anocoaBionof this kind, she was distinctly Bensible iliat the rough woodsman 
■was removed from her side, and another of the party substituted! n his stead, 
whose voice, more gentle than that of bia Gompatiioris, ehe thought she had 
lately heard. 

" Noble lady," were the words, " fear not the slightest injury at our hands, 
and accept of my ministry instead of that of mj henchman, who has gone 
forward with our letl«r; do not think me presuming on my situation if I 
bear yon in my arms through ruins where you could not easily more alone 
and blindfold." 

At the same time the Lady Augusta Berkely felt herself raised from the 
earth in the strong arms of a man, and borne onward with the ntmost 
gentleness, without the necessity of making those painful exertions which 
had been formerly required. She was ashamed of her situation ; but, how- 
ever delicate, it was no lime to give yent to eomplwnts, ■which might have 
given offence to persons whom it waa her interest to conciliate. She, 
therefore, submitted to necessity, and heard the following words whispered 

" Fear nothing ; there is no evil intended you; norehall Sir Juhnde Walton, 
if he loves you as you deserve at his hand, receive any harm on our part. 
We call on him hut to do justice to ourselres and to you; and be assured 
you will best aooomplish your own happiness by aiding our views, which 
are equally in favour of your wishes and your freedom." 

The Lady Augusta would have made some answer to this, but her breath, 
betwist fear and the speed with which she was transported, refused to permit 
her to use intelligible accents. Meantime she began to be sensible that 
she was enclosed witJiin some building, and probably a ruinous one — for 
although the mode of her transportation no longer permitted her to ascertain 
the nature of her path in any respect distinctly, yet the alienee of the 
external air — which was, however, sometimes escluded, and sometimes ad- 
mitted in furious gusts — intimated that she was conducted through hnildings 
partly entire, and in other places admitting the wind through wide rents 
and gaps. In one place it seemed to the lady as if she passed through a 
considerable hodj of people, all of whom observed silence, although there 
was sometimes heard among them a murmur, to which every one present 
in some degree contributed, although the general sound did not exceed a 
whisper. Uer situation made her attend to ever^ circumstance, and she did 
fiot tail to observe that these persons made way lor him who bore her, until 
at length she became sensible that he descended by the regular steps of a 
stair, and that she was now alone excepting hia company. Arrived, as it 
appeared to the lady, on more level ground, they proceeded on their singular 
"road by a course which appeared neither direct nor easy, and through an 
atmosphere which was close tc a smothering degree, and felt at the same 
time damp and disagreeable, as if from the vapours of a new-made grave. 
Her guide again spoke, 

" Bear up. Lady Augusta, for a little longer, and continue to endure that 
atmosphere which must be one day common to us all. By the necessity of 
my situation, I must resign mypresent office to your original guide, and can 
only give you my assurance, that neither he, nor any one else, shall offer 
you the least incivility or insult — and on this jou may rely, on the faitli of 
a man of honour." 

He placed her, as he said those words, upon the soft turf, and, to her 
infinite refreshment, made her sensible that she was once more in the open 
air, and free from the smothering atmosphere which had before oppressed 
her like that of a charnel-house. At the same time, she breathed in a 
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whispor an anxious wish that she ml^ht be permitted to ( 
herself from the folds of the mantle which eseluded almost the power of 
breathing, though intended only to prevent her seeing bj what road she 
travelled. She immediately found it unfolded, ngceeably to her request, 
and hastened, with uncovered eyes, to take note of the scene around her. 

It was overshadowed hy thick oak trees, among which stood Bome rem- 
nants of buildings, or what might have seemed such, being ]ierhaps the 
same in which she had been lalely wandering. A clear fountain of living 
■watra bubbled forth from under the twisted roots of one of those trees, and 
offered the lady the opportunity of a. draught of the pure element, and in 
which she alao bathed liec fiiee, whioh had received more than one scratch 
in the course of her journey, in spite of the care, and almost the te 
with which she had latterly been bome along. The cool water s, 
stopt the bleeding of those trifling injuries, and the application served at 
the same time to recall tbe scattered senses of the damsel herself, liet 
first idea was, whether an attempt to escape, if such should appear possi- 
ble, was not advisable. A moment's reflection, however, satisfied her that 
such a scheme was not to be thought of; and such second thoughts were 
confirmed by the approach of the gigantic form of the huntsman Turnbull, 
the rough tones of whose voice were heard before his figure was obvious to 
her eye. 

"Were yon impa'tient for my return, Mr lady? Such as I," he contjnued 
in an ironical tone of voice, " who are foremost in the chase of wild stags 
and silvan cattle, are not in use to lag behind, when fair ladies, like you, 
are the objects of pursuit; and if I am not so constant in my attendance as 
you might expect, believe me, it ia because I was engaged in another matter, 
to which I must sacrifice for a little even the duty of attending on you." 

" I offer, no resistance," said the lady ; " forbear, however, in discharging 
thy duty, lo augment my uneasiness by thy conversation, for thy master 
bath pledged me bis word that he will not suffer me to be alarmed or ill 
treated." 

" Nay, fair one," replied the huntsman, " I ever thought it was fit to make 
interest bj' soft words with fair ladies ; but if you like it not, I have no snoh 
pleasure in hunting for fine holyday terms, but that I can with equal ease 
hold myself silent. Come, then, since we must wait upon this lover of yours 
ere morning closes, and learn his last resolution touching a matter which is 
become so strangely complicated, I will hold no more intercourse with you 
as a female, but talk to you as a person of sense, although an Englishwo- 

" You will," replied the lady, " best fulfil the intentions of those by whose 
orders you act, by holding no society with me whatever, otherwise than is 
necessary in the character of guide." 

The man lowered his brows, yet seemed to assent to what the Lady of 
Berkely proposed, and remained silent as they for some time pursued their 
course, each pondering over their own share of meditation, which probably 
turned upon matters essentially different. At length the loud blast of a 
bugle was heard at no great distance from the unsocial fellow-travellers, 
" That is the person we seek," said Turnbull ; " I know bis blast from any 
other who frequents this forest, and my orders are to bring you to speech 

The blood darted rapidly through the lady's veins at the thought of being 
thus unceremoniously presentod to the knight^ in whose favour slie had con- 
fessed a rash preference more agreeable to tbe manners of those times, when 
exaggerated sentiments often inspired acdons of extravagant generosity, than 
in our days, when every thing is accounted absurd which does not turn upon 
a motive connected with the immediate selfish interests of the actor himself. 
When TurnbuU, therefore, winded his horn, as if in answer to the blast 
which they had heani, the lady was disposed to fly at the first impulse ::i 
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Bhame and of fear, Tnrnbull perceived her iotention, and caught bold of 
her with no very gentle grasp, sajiDg — "Naj, lady, it is to be nnderstood 
that you play yonc own part io the drama, whioh, anleas you continno on 
the stage, will oonulude unsatisfactorily to us al!, in a combat at outrauce 
between your loyer and me, when it will appear which of us is most worthy 
of your favour." 

"I will be patient," said the lady, bethinking her that even this strange 
man's preaenoe, and the compulsion which he appeared h> use towards her, 
was a sort of eiousa to her female soruples, for coming into the presence of 
her lover, at least at her first appearance before him, in a disguise whicii 
her feelings confessed was not cstromely decorous, or reconcilable to the 
dignity of her sex. 

The moment after these thoughts had passed through her mind, the tramp 
of a horse was heard approaching ; and Sir John de Walton, pressing 
through the trees, became aware of the presence of his lady, captive, as it 
seemed, in the grasp of a Scottish outlaw, who was only known to him by 
his former audacity at the hun ting-match. 

His surprise and joy only supplied the knight with those hasty expres- 
sions — " Caitiff, let go thy hold I or die in thy profane attempt to control 
the motions of one whom the very sun in heaven should be proud to obey." 
At the same time, apprehensive that the huntsman might hurry the lady 
from his eight by means of some entangled path — such as upon a former 
occasion had served him for escape Sir John de Walton dropt his cumbrous 
lance, of whioh the frees did not permit him the perfect use, and springing 
from his horse, approached Tumbull with his drawn sword. 

The Scotchman, keeping his left hand still upon the lady's mantle, 
uplifted with his right nis battle-ase, or Jedwood staff, for the purpose of 
parrying and returning th bl w f h utag n t but th lady apoke. 

" Sir John de Walton h a d f h k f bear ail violence, 

till you hear upon what pao fi Ij t I am b ght 1 ther, and by what 
peaceful means thes w nybpt dt Th man, though an 

enemy of yours, has I to a 1 d p tf 1 guardian ; and I 
entreat you to forbe hmi wh 1 h p k t! p p for which ho baa 
brought me hither." 

"To speak of oompul n d th Lady d B k ly n the same breath, 
would itself be cau n gb f t t 1 th d the Governor of 

Douglas Castle ; " but y ma d lady and I ] h insignificant life, 

although I have caus f mpl nt ag t h th 1 st of which were 
good warrant, had he a th nd 1 f th f f tu f them all," 

"John de Walton, replied lumbuU, this lady well knows that no fear 
of thee operates in my mind to render this a peaceful meeting ; and were I 
Bot withheld by other circumstances of great consideration to the Douglas 
as well as thyself, I should have no more fear in facing the utmost tcou 
couldst do, than I have now in levelling that sapling to the earth it grows 

So saying, Michael Tumbull raised his battle-axe, and struck from a 
neighbouring oak-tree a branch, wellnigh as thick as a man's arm, which 
(with ail its twigs and leaves) rushed to the ground between De Walton and 
the Scotchman, giving a singular instanoa of tho keenness of his weapon, 
and the strength and dexterity with which he used it. 

"Let there be truce, then, between us, good fellow," said Sir John da 
Walton, " since it is the lady's pleasure that such should be the case, and 
let me know what thou hast to say to me respectiiig her?" 

" On that subject," siud Turnbnll, " my words are few, but mark them. 
Sir Englishman. The Lady Augusta Berkely, wandering in this country, 
has become a prisoner of the noble Lord Douglas, the rightful inheritor of 
tho CasUo and lordship, and he finds himself obligad to attach to the liberty 
of iiis lady tho following conditions, being in all respects such as good and 
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lawftil warfare entitles a knieht to esaot. That ia to say, in all lionour and 
safety the Lady Augusta shall be delivered to Sic John de Walton, or those 
■whom ho shall name, for the purpose of receiving her. On the other hand, 
the Castle of Douglas itself, together with all out-posts or garrisons there- 
unto belonging, shall be made over and surrendered bjr Sir John do Walton, 
in the same situation, and containing the same pcoyisions and artillery, as 
are now within their wails ; and the space of a month of truce shall be per- 
mitted to Sir James Douglas and Sir John de Walton farther to regulate the 
terms of surrender on both parts, having fli-st plighted their knightly word 
and oath, that in the exchange of the honourable !aay for the foresaid castle, 
lies the full import of the present agreement, and that every other subject 
of dispute shall, at the pleasure of the noble knights foresdd, be honourably 
compounded and agreed betwixt them ; or at their pleasure, settled knightly 
by single combat according to usage, and in a fair field, before any honour- 
able person, that may possess power enough to preside." 

It is not easy to conceive the astonishment of Sir John do Walton at 
hearing the contents of this extraordinary cartel; he looked towards the 
Lady of Berkely with that aspect of despair with whioh a criminal may be 
supposed to see his guardian angel prepare for departure. Through her 
mind also similar ideas flowed, as if they contained a concession of what 
she had considered as the summit of her wishes, but under conditions 
disgraceful to her lover, like the cherub's fiery sword of yore, which was a 
barrier between our first parents and the blessings of Paradise. Sir John 
de Walton, after a moment's hesitation, broke silence in these words : — 

" Noble lady, you may be surprised if a condition be invposed upon me, 
having for its object your freedona ; and if Sir John de Walton, already 
standing under those obligations to you, which he is proud of acknow- 
ledging, should yet hesitate on accepting, with the utmost eagerness, what 
must ensure your restoration tfl freedom and independence ; but so it ia, 
that the words now spoken have thrilled in mine ear without reaching to 
my understanding, and I must pray the Lady of Berkely for pardon if I 
take time to reconsider them for a short space." 

"And I," replied Tumbull, " have only power to allow j[ou half an hour 
for the consideration of an offer, in accepting which, methinkg, you should 
jump shoulder-height instead of asking any time for refiection. What does 
this cartel exact, save what your duty aa a knight implicitly obliges you to? 
You have engaged yourself to become the agent of the tyrant Edward, in 
holding Douglas Castle, as his commander, to the prejudice of the Scottish 
nation, and of the Knight of Douglas Dale, who never, as a community or 
as an individual, were guilty of the least injury towards you ; yon are there- 
fore prosecuting a false path, unworthy of a good knight. On the other 
hand, the freedom and safety of your lady ia now proposed to be pledged to 
you, with ft full assurance of hei" liberty and honour, on consideration of 
your withdrawing from the unjust line of conduct, in which you have suf- 
fered yourself to be imprudently engaged. If jou persevere in it, you place 
Jour own honour, and the lady's happiness, in the hands of men whom you 
ave done everything in your power to render desperate, and whom, thus 
irritated, it is most probable you may find such." 

"It is not from thee at least," said the knight, "that I shall learn to esti- 
mate the manner in which Douglas will explain the laws of war, or De 
Walt«n receive them at his dictating." 

"I am not, then," said Turnbuli, "received aa a friendly meeaenger? 
Farewell, and think of this lady as being in any hands but those which aro 
safe, while you make up at leisure your mind upon the message I have 
brought you. Come, madam, we must be gone." 

So aaymg, he seized upon the lady's hand, and pulled hor, as if to force 
her to withdraw. The lady had stood motionless, and almost eonacless, 
while these speeches were exchanged between the warriors ; but when she 



.eubyCoO^IC 



CASTLE DANGEROUS. 361 

fait the grasp of Michael Tornbull, she exclaimed, like one almoBt besida 
herself with fear — "Help me, De Walton!" 

The knight, stung to instant rage, assaulted the forester with the utmost 
fury, and dealt him with his long sword, almost at unawares, two or three 
heavy blows, hy which he was so wounded that he sunk backwards in tlia 
thicket, and De Walton was about to despatch him, when he was prevented 
liy the anaioua cry of the lady — "Alasl De Walton, what hnve you done! 
I'his^ mnn was only an ambassador, and should have passed free from injury, 
■while ho confined himself to the delisery of what he was charged with ; and 
if thou hast slain him, who knows how frightful may prore the vengeanoe 
exacted !" 

The voice of the livdy seemed to recover the huntsman from the effects 
of the blows he had received : he sprung on his feet, saying — " Never mind 
me, nor think of my becoming the means of making mischief. The knight, 
in his haste, spoke without giving me warning and defiance, which giivo 
him an advantage which, I think, he would otherwise have scorned to have 
taken in such a case. I will renew the combat on fairer terms, or call 
another champion, as the knight pleases." With these words he disa^ 
p oared. 

"Fear not, empress of De Walton's thoughts," answered the knight, 
" but believe, that if we regain togetlier the shelter of Douglas OastJe, and 
the safeguard of Saint George's Cross, thou may'st laugh at all. And if 
jou can but pardon, what I shall never be able to forgive myself, the raole- 
like blindness which did not recognise the sun while under a temporary 
eclipse, the task cannot be named too hard for mortal valour to achieve 
which I shall not willingly undertake, to wipe out the memory of my 
grievous fault." 

" Mention it no more," said the lady ; " it ie not at such a time as this, 
when our lives are for the moment at stake, that quarrels upon slighter 
topios are to be recurred to. I can tell you, if you do not yet know, that 
the Soots are in arms in this viirinitj, and that even the earth has yawned 
to conceal them from the eight of your garrison." 

"Let it yawn, then," said Sir John de Walton, "and suffer every fiend in 
the infernal abyss to escape from his prison-house and i-einforco our ene- 
mies — still, fairest, having received in thee a pearl of matchless price, my 
epu s shall bo hacked from my heels by the basest scullion, if I turn my 
ho BO B head to the rear before the utmost force these ruffians can assemble, 
e tl er upon earth or from underneath it. In thy name I defy them all to 
n taut combat." 

As S John do Walton pronounced these last words, in something of an 
exalte 1 tone, a tall cavalier, arrayed in black armour of the simplest form, 
stepp d forth from that part of the thicket where Turnbull had disappeared. 

I an he said, "James of Douglas, and jour challenge is accepted. I, 
the challenged, name the arms our knightly weapons as we now wear them, 
and our place of combat this field or dingle, called the Bloody Sykes, the 
time being instant, and the combatants, like true knights, foregoing each 
advantage on either side."* 

" So be it, in God's natae," said the English knight, who, though sur- 
prised at being called upon to so sudden an encounter with so formidable a 
warrior as young Douglas, was too proud to dream of avoiding the combat. 
Making a sign to the Itdy to retire behind him, that he might not lose the 
advantage which he had ^ined by setting her at liberty from the forester, 
he drew his sword, and with a deliberate and prepared attitude of offence, 
moved slowly to the encounter. It was a dreadful one, for the courage and 



.eubyCoOt^lC 



862 WAVEILLKY NOVELS. 

Bkill both of the native Lord of Douglas Dale, and of De Walton, weM 
among the most renowDed of the times, and perhaps )Jie world of chivalry 
could hardly have produced two knights more famouB. Their hlovrs fell aa 
if urged by some mighty engine, where they were met and parried with 
equal strength and dexterity; nor seemed it liltely, in the course of ten 
minutes' encounter, that an advantage would be giuiisd by either combatant 
over the other. An instant they stopped by matunUj implied assent, as it 
seemed, for the purpose of taking breath, during which Douglas said, " I 
beg that this noble lady may nnderstand, that her own freedom is no way 
concerned in the present contest, which entirely regards the injustice done 
by this Sir John de liValifln, and by his nalion of England, to the memory 
of n^ father, and to my own natural rights." 

" You are generous, Sir Knight," replied the lady ; " but in what circum- 
stances do yon place me, if you deprive me of my protector by death or 
captivity, and leave me alone in a foreign land I" 

"If such should be the event of the combat," replied Sir Jamea, "the 
Douglas himself, l3,Aj, will safely restore thee to thy native land ; fur neyor 
did Eia sword do an injury for irhioh he was not willing to make amends 
with the same weapon ; and if Sir John do Walton will make the slightest 
admission that he renounces maintaining the present strife, were it only by 
yielding up a feather from the plume of his helmet, Douglas will renounce 
every purpose on his part which can touch the lady's honour or safety, and 
the combat may be suspended until the national quarrel again brings us 
together." 

Sir John de Walton pondered a moment, and the lady, although she did 
not speak, looked at him with eyes which plainly expressed how much she 
wished that he would choose the loss hazardous alternative. But the 
knight's own scruples prevented his bringing the case to so favourable an 
arhitrement. 

" Never shall it be said of Sir John de Walton," he replied, " that he 
compromised, in the slightest degree, his own lionour, or that of his country. 
This battle may d ' y d f t ther death, and ia that ease my 

earthly prospect Id d I gn to Douglas, with my last breath, 

the charge of th L dy A g t t t g that he will defend her with his 
life, and find th m f pivi g h with safety in the halls of her 

fathers. But wb II h y h ve a better, but will not need 

another protects th h wh 1 d by being her own choice; nor 

will I yield up w t pi m f y helmet, implying that I have 

maintained an j t q 1 ti tie cause of England, or of the 

fairest of her d gh r9 Th II will concede to Douglas — an 

instant truce, p d d th Indy ! 11 t be interrupted in her retreat to 
England, and th mb t be f It t p n auotber day. The castle and 
territory of Douglas th p p ty f Edw rd of England, the governor in 
his name is the r „htfiil qOVO o , a d o this point I will flght while my 
eyelids are unclosed." 

"Time flies," siud Douglas, "without waiting for our resolves; nor is 
there any part of his motions of snob value as that which is passiug with 
every breath of vital air which we prosentiy draw. Why Bhouid we acyourn 
till to-morrow that which can be as well finished to-day ? Will our swords 
be sharper, or our arms stronger to wield them, than they are at this 
moment? Douglas will do all which knight oan do to succour a lady in 
distress ; but he will not grant to her knight the slightest mark of deference, 
which Sir John de Walton vainly supposes himself able to estort by force 
of arms." 

With these words, the knights engaged onoe more in mortal combat, and 
the lady felt uncertain whether she should attempt her escape through tha 
devious paths of the wood, or abide the issue of this obstinate fight. It 
was raUior her desire to see tlio fate of Sir John de Walton, than any other 
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consideration, whioh iodueed her to romiUii, na if fascinated, upon the Bpi)t, 
where one of the fiercoat quarrels ever fought was dieputed by two of the 
bravest champions that ever drew sword. At last the lady attempted to put 
& stop to the combat, by appealinc to the hells which began to ring for the 
service of the day, ■which was Palm Sunday. 

"For Heaven's sake," she said — "for your own sakes, and for that of 
lady's love, and the duties of chiTalry, hold your hands only for an hour, 
Enil take chance, that where strength is so equal, means will he found of 
converting the truoe into a solid peace. Think this is Palm Sunday, and 
will you defile with blood suoh a peculiar festival of Christianity I Intermit 

Jour feud at least so far as to pass to the nearest ohurch, hearing with you 
ranches, not in the ostentatious mode of earthly oonc[uerora, but as renQei"- 
ing due bom^ to the rules of the blessed Ohurch, and the institutions of 
our holy religion." 

"I was on my road, fair lady, for that purpose, to the holy church of 
Douglas," said the Englishman, " when I was bo fortunate as to meet you 
at this place; nor do I object to proceed thither even now, holding truce for 
an hour, and I fear not to find liiore friends to whom I can commit you with 
assuranee of safety, in case I am unfortunate in the combat which is now 
broken off, to be resumed after the service of the day." 

" I also assent," said the Douglas, " to a truce for sucli short space ; nor 
do I fear that there may be good Christians enough at the church, who will 
not sea their master overpowered by odds. Let us go thither, and each take 
the chance of what Heaven shall please to send us." 

From these words Sir John de Walton little doubted that Douglas had 
assured himself of a party among those who should there assemble ; but he 
doubted not of so many of the garrison being present as would bridle every 
attempt at rising; and the ris£ he thought, was worth incurring, since he 
shonld thereby secure an opportunity to place Lady Augusta de Berkely in 
safety, at least so far as to make her iiberty depend on the event of a general 
conflict, instead of the precarious issue of a combat between himself and 
Douglas. 

Both these distinguished knights were inwardly of opinion, that the pro- 
posal of the lady, though it relieved them from their present conflict, by no 
means bound tham to al^stain from the oonsequeucea whioh an accession of 
force might add to (heir general strength, and each relied upoa hie supe- 
riority, in some degree provided for by their previous proceedings. Sir 
John de Walton made almost certain of meeting with several of his bands 
of soldiers, who were scouring the country and traversing the woods by his 
direction ; and Douglas, it may be supposed, had not ventured himself in 
person, where a price was set upon his head, without being attended by a 
sufficient number of appvoved adherents, placed in more or less connexion 
with each other, and stationed for mutual support. Bach, therefore, enter- 
tained well-grounded hopes, that by adopting the truce proposed, he would 
ensure himself an advantage over his antagonist, although neither esacfly 
knew in what manner or to what extent this success was to he obtained. 
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Ok the same Palm Sunday when Do Waltem and Dnuglas measured to- 
gether their mighty swords, the minstrel Bertram was busied with tho 
ancient Book of Prophecies, which we liava already mentioned as the sup- 
posed composition of Thomas the Ehymer, but not without many nnsieties 
aa to the fate of his liidy, and the eyenta which were passing around him. 
As a minstrel he wils desirous of an auditor to enter into the discoveries 
■which he should make in that mystic volama, as ■well as to assist in passing 
away the time; Sir John de Walton had furnished him, in Gilbert Green- 
leaf the archer, with one who was ■well contented to play the listener 
"from morn to dewy oye," provided a flask of Gascon wine, or a etoup of 
good English ale, remained on the hoard. It may be remembered that De 
Walton, when he dismissed the minstrel from the dungeon, was sensible 
that he owed him some compensation for the causeless suspicion which had 
dictated his imprisonment, more particularly as he was a valued servant^ 
und had shown himself the faithful confidant of tlie Lady Augusta de 
Berkely, and the person who was moreoyer likely to know all the motiyes 
and circumstances of her Scottish journey. To secure his good wishes 
■was, therefore, politic; and De Walton had intimated to his faithful archer 
that he was to lay aside all suspicion of Bertram, but at the same time keep 
him in sight, and, if possible, in good humour with the governor of the 
castle, and his adherents. Greenleaf accordingly had no doiibt in his owq 
mind, that the only way to please a minstrel was to listen with patience 
and commendation to the lays which he liked best to sing, or the tales 
which he most loved to tell; and in order to ensure the execution of his 
master's commands, he judged it necessary to demand of the butler sueh 
store of good liquor, as could not fail to enhance the pleasure of his society. 

Haying thus fortified himself with the means of bearing a long interview 
■with the minstrel, Gilbert Greenleaf proposed to confer unon him the bounty 
of an early breakfast, which, if it pleased him, they mignt wash down with 
a cup of sack, and, having his master's commands to show the minstrel any 
thing about the castle which he might wish to see, refresh their overwearied 
spirits by attending a part of the garrison of Douglas to the service of the 
day, which, as we have already seen, was of peculiar sanctity. Against 
such a proposal tJie minstrel, a good Christian by profession, and, by his 
connexion with the joyous aoienoe, a good fellow, having no objections to 
otTer, the two comrades, who had formerly little good-will towards each 
other, commenced their morning's repast on that fated Palm Sunday, with 
all manner of cordiality and good fellowship. 

" Do not believe, ■worthy minstrel," said the archer, " that my master in 
any respect dispars^es your worth or rank in refeiTing you for company or 
conversation to so poor a man as myself. It is true lam no officer of this 
garrison ; yet for an old archer, who, for tliese thirty years, has lived by 
bow and bowstring, I do not (Our Lady make me thankful I) hold less 
share in the grace of Sir John de Walton, the Earl of Pembroke, and other 
approved good soldiers, than many of those giddy youn^ men on whom com- 
missions aro conferred, and to whom confidences sire intrusted, not on ac- 
count of what they have done, but what thoir ancestors have done before 
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tbpm. I pray jiia to notice among tliam one youth placed at our lead in 
De Walton's absenoe, and who bears the honoured namo of Aymor de Va^ 
lence, being the Bame with that of the Earl of Pembroke, of whom I have 
spoken ; this knight has also a brisk young page, whom men call Fabiao. 
Hai'bothel." 

" Is it to these gentlemen that your eenaura applies ?" answered tlo min- 
strel ; " I should have judged difibrently, haying never, in the course of my 
esperienoo, seen a young man more courteous and amiable than the young 
kni^t you named," 

"1 nothing dispute that it may be so," said the «rcher, hastening to 
amend the false step which ho had made; "but in order that it should be 
so, it will be neoeBsary that ho conform to the usages of his unole, taking 
the advioe of experienced old soldiers in the emergencies vfhioh may present 
themselves; and not believing, that the knowledge which it takes many 
years of observation to acquire, oaa be at once conferred by tha slap of the 
fiiit of a sword, and the magic words, ' Rise up. Sir Arthur' — or however 
the oase may be." 

" Doubt noti Sir Archer," replied Bertram, " that I am fully aware of 
the advantage to be derived from conversing with men of experience like 
you ; it beneflteth men of every persuasion, and I myself am oft reduced 
to lament my want of sufficient knowledge of armorial bearings, signs, and 
cognizances, and would right fain have thy assistance, where I am a 
stranger alike fo the names of places, of persons, and description of banners 
and emblems by which great families are distinguished from each other, so 
absolutely necessary to the accomplishment of my pi'esent task." 

" Pennons and banners," answered the archer, " I have seen right many, 
and can assign, as ia a soldier's wont, the name of the leader to the emblem 
under which he musters hia followers ; nevertheless, worthy minstrel, I can- 
not presume to understand what you call prophecies, with or under vjar- 
ranted authority of old painted books, expositions of dreams, oracles, 
revelations, invocations of damned spirits, judicials, astroiogioals, and otiier 
gross and palpable offences, whereby men, pretending to have the assistance 
of the devil, do impose upon the common people, in spit« of the warnings 
of the Privy Council ; not however, that I suspect you, worthy minstrel, of 
busying yourself with these attempts to explain futurity, which arc danger- 
ous attempts, and may be truly said to bo penal, and part of treason." 

"There is something in what you say," replied tne minstrel; "yet it 
appiieth not to books and manuscripts suoh as I have been consulting; 
part of which things therein written having already come to pass, authorize 
ua surely to espect the completion of the rest ; nor would I have much diffi- 
culty in showing jon from lliis volume, that enough has been already proved 
true, to entitle us to look with certainty to the accomplishment of that which 
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The archer lietened to theae mystio p ognost oat o s -wbioh were not tha 
loB3 wearisome that tiiey ■vrei'8, in a eons derable degree, unintelligible ; at 
tlie same time subduing his Ilofspur-hko d spos t on to tire of the recitation, 
yet at brief intervals oomforljng himself yi tb an apj lication to the widb 
flagon, and enduring as he might what he ne ther inderstood nor took 
interest in. Meanwhile the minstrel proo eded w th 1 s explanation of the 
dubious and imperfect yatieinationa of which wo hare given a euffloient 

"Could you wish,"EMd he toGreenleaf, "a more exact description of the 
miseries which have passed over Scotland in these latter days ! Have not 
these the raven and rook, the fox and the fulmart, explained; either because 
the nature of the birds or beaBts bear an individual resemblance to those 
of the knights who display them on their banners, or otherwise are bodied 
forth by actual blaaonrj on their shields, and eome openly into the field to 
ravine and destroy? Is not the total disunion of the land plainly indicated 
by these words, that connexions of blood shall be broken asunder, that kins- 
men shall not trust each other, and that the father and son, instead of put- 
ting faith in their natural connexion, shall seek each other's life, in order to 
enjoy his inheritance ? The kal men of Lothian are distinctly mentioned as 
taking arms, and there is plainly allusion to the other oventa of these late 
Scottish troubles. The death oT this last William is obscurely intimated 
under the type of a bound, which was that good lord's occasional eogni- 
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" This hath a meaning, Sir Archer," continued the minstrel, " and which 
files as directly to its mark as one of your own arrows, although there may 
be some want of wisdom in making the direct explication. Being, however, 
upon assurance with you, I do nod hesitate to fell yon, that in my opinion 
this lion's whelp that awaits its time, means this same celebrated Scottish 
prince, Bobert tie Bruce, who, though repeatedly defeated, has still, while 
hunted with bloodhounds, and surrounded by enemies of every sort, main- 
tained his pretensions to the crown of Scotland, in despite of King Edward, 
now reigning." 

" Minstrel," answered the soldier, " you are my guest, and we have sat 
down together as friends to this simple meal in good comradeship. I must 
tell thee, however, though I am loatn to disturb our harmony, that thou art 
the first who hast adventured to speak a word before Gilbert Greenloaf in 
favour of that outlawed traitor, Robert Bruce, who has by his seditions so 
long disturbed the peace of this realm. Take mv advice, and be silent on 
this topic ; for, belicTO me, the sword of a true English archer will spring 
from its scabbard without consent of its master, should it hear aught said 
to the disparagement of bonny St. Qcorge and his ruddy cross ; nor shall 
the authority of Thomas the Rhymer, or any other prophet in Scotland, 
England, or Wales, bs considered as an apology for such unbecoming pre- 
dictions." 

"I were loth to give offence at any time," said the minstrel, "much more 
to provoke you to anger, when I am in the very act of experiencing your 
hospitality. I trust, iiowcTer, you will remember that I do not come your 
uninvited guest, and that if I speak to you of future events, I do so witjiout 
having the least intention to add my endeavour to bring them to pass ; for. 
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God knows, it is many years since mj sinoera prayer has been fov peaea 
and happiness to all men, and partioularly honour and happiness to the 
land of Bowmen, in which I ■waa born, and whieh I am !>ound to remember 
in my prayers beyond all other nations in the world." 

" It IB wall that jou do so," said the archer ; " for so you shall beat main- 
tain your bounden duty to the fair land of your birth, which is the richest 
that the sun shines upon. Something, however, I woold know, if it suits 
witli jour pleasure to tell me, and that is, whether jou find anjtiiing in these 
rude rhymes appearing to affect the safety of the Castle of Douglas, where 
we now are? — for, mark we. Sir Minstrel, I have observed that these 
mouldering parohmenta, when or by whomsoever composed, have so far a 
oertajn ooinoidenco with the truth, that when such predictions which they 
contain are spread abroad in the country, aud create rnmonrs of plots, eon- 
spiraoies, and bloody wars, they are very apt to cause the very mischaneea 
which they would be thought only to predict." 

"It were not very cautious in me," said the minstrel, "to chooso a pro- 
phecy for my theme, which had reference- to any attjick on this garrison ; 
for in such case I should, according to your ideas, lay myself under sus- 
picion of endeavouring to forward what no person could more heartily regret 
than myself." 

" Take my word for it, good friend," said the archer, " that it shall not 
be thus with thee ; for I neither will myself conceive ill of thee, nor report 
thee to Sir John de Walton ns meditating harm against him or his garrison 
— nor, to speak truth, would Sir John da Walton be willing to believe any 
one who did! He thinks highly, and no doubt deservedly, of thy ^od faith 
towards thy lady, and would conceive it unjust to suspect the fidelity of ona 
who has given evidence of his willingnesa to meet death rather than betray 
the least secret of his mistress," 

" In preserving her secret," said Bertram, " I only discharged the dufy 
of a faithful servant, leaving it to her to judge howlong such a seeret ought 
to ba preserved ; for a faJlSfuf servant ought to think as little of the issue 
towards himself of the oommiasion which he bears, as the band of flock silk 
oonoeins itself with the secret of the letter which it secures. And, touching 
your question — I have no objections, although merely to satisfy ^ohi 
curiosity, to unfold to you that these old pophecies do contain some intima- 
tions of v?ars befalling in Douglas Dais, between an haggard, or wild hawk, 
which I take to be flie cogniaanoe of Sir John de Walton, and the three 
stars, or martleta, whioh is the cognisance of the Douglas ; and more iiav- 
tioulars I could tell of these onslaughts, did I know whereabout is ft place 
in these woods termed Bloody Sykea, the soene also, as I corapreliend, of 
slaughter and death, between the followers of the three stars and those who 
bold the part of the Saxon, or King of England." 

" Such a place," replied Gilbert Greenleaf, " I have heard often mentioned 
by that name among the natives of these parts ; nevertheless it is vain to 
seek to discover the precise spot, as these wily Scots conceal from us with 
care every thing respecting the geography of their country, as it is called 
by learned meu ; but we may here mention the Bloody Sykes, Bottomless 
My d th places, as portentous names, to which their traditions 

atta I ms 8 n fi ation of war and slaughter. If it suits your wish, how- 
e we an n ur way to the church, try to find this place called Bloody 
feyk wh h I d bt not we shall trace out long before the traitors who 
m A tat aa atta k upon us will find a power BufBoient for the attempt." 

A d ngly th minstrel and archer, the latter of whom was by this 
t m IS n biy w 11 refreshed with wine, matched out of the castle of 
D u_]is w thout waiting for others of the garrison, resolving to seek the 
d lb ng tl e ominous name of Bloody Sykes, concerning which the 
a I ly k w that by mere accideat he had heard of a place hearing 
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sueh a name, at tho huntiog miitoh made under the anapicBs of Sir John 
de Walton, and know that it lay in the woods EOmewhere near the town of 
Douglas and in the vicinage of the castle. 
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The oonYersation hetween the minstrel and the ancieat aroher nataraUy 
pursued a train somewhat resembling that of Hotspur and Glendower, in 
■which Gilbert Oreenleaf by degrees took a iai'ger share than was apparently 
consistent with his habits and education: but the truth was that as ha 
exerted himself to recall the recognisances of military chieftains, their 
war-cries, emblems, and other types bj which tbey distinguished them- 
Helves in battle, and might undoubtei31y be indicated in prophetic rhymes, 
he began to experience the pleasure which moat men entertain when they 
find themselves unexpectedly possessed of a faculty which the moment calls 
upon them to employ, and renders them important in the poeHesaion of. 
The minstrel's sound good sense was certainly somewhat surprised at the 
inconsistencies sometimes displayed by his companion, as he was carried 
off by the willingness to make show of his newly-discovered faculty on the 
one hand, and, on the other, to call to mind the prejudices which he had 
nourished during his whole life against minstrels, who, with tho train of 
legends and fables, were the more hkely to be false, as being generally de- 
rived from the " North Countrie," 

As they strolled from one glade of the forest to another, tho minstrel 
began to be Burprised at the number of Scottish votaries whom they met, 
and who seemed to be hastening to the church, and, as it appeared by the 
boughs which they carried, to assist in the ceremony of the day. To each 
of these the archer put a question respecting the existence of a place called 
Bloody Sykes, and where it was to be found — but all seemed either to be 
ignorant on the subject, or desirous of evading it, for which they found 
some pretest in the jolly archer's manner of interrogation, which savoured 
a good deal of the genial breakfast. The general answer was, that they 
knew no such place, or had other matters to attend to upon the mom of a 
holy-tide than answering frivolous questions. At last, when, in one or two 
instances, the answer of the Scottish almost approached to sollennoss, the 
minstrel remarked it, observing that there was ever some mischief on foot 
whoa the people of this country could not find a civil answer to their betters, 
which is usually so ready among them, and that they appeared t-o be making 
a strong mustor for the service of Palm Sunday. 

" You will doubtless, Sir Archer," continued the minstrel, " make your 
report to your knight accordingly ; for I promise you, that if jou do not, I 
myself, whose lady's freedom is also concerned, will feel it my duty to 
place before Sir John de Walton the circumstances which make me enter- 
tiun suspicion of this extraordinary confluence of Scottish men, and the 
surliness which has replaced their won^*d courtesy of 
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" Tnsb, Sir Minstrel," leplied tlip archor, displeased at Bertram's iote:"- 
ferenco, " beliaye ma, that armies havo ere now depended on my report to 
the general, which has always been perspicuous and clear, according to the 
duties of war. Your walk, raj worthy triend, has been in a BsparRte de- 
partment, each as affairs of peace, old songs, prophecies, and the like, in 
which it is far from my thoughts to contend with jou ; bat credit me, it 
will he most for tlie reputation of both, that we do not attempt to interfere 
with what concerns each other." 

" It is far from my wish to do so," replied the minstrel ; " but I would 
wish that a speedy return should be made to the castle, in order to ask Sir 
John de WaUon's opinion of that whinh we have but just seen." 

" To this," replied Greenleaf, " there can be no objection ; but, would 
you aeek the goyemor at the hour which now is, you will find him most 
readily by going to the ohurch of Douglas, to which he regularly wends on 
oooasiona such as the present, with the principal part of his officers, fo 
ensure, by his presence, that no tumult arise (of which there is no little 
dread) between the English and the Scottish. Let us therefore hold to our 
original intention of attending the aervioe of the day, and we shall rid our- 
selves of these entangled woods, and giun the shortest road to the church 
of Douglas." 

" Let US go, then, with all despatch," said the minstrel ; " and with the 
greater hast^, that it appears to me that something has passed on this very 
spot thie morning, which argues that the Christian peace due to the day 
has not been iuTiolably observed. What mean these drops of blood r' 
alluding to those which had flowed from the wounds of Tumhull — 
" Wherefore is the earth impressed with these deep tints, the footsteps of 
armed raeii adraneing and retreating, doubtless, according to tho chances 
of a fierce and heady conflict?" 

" By Our Lady," returned Greenleaf, " I must own that thou seest clear. 
What were mj eyes made of when they permitted thee to be the first 
disooverer of these signs of conflict? Here are feathers of a blue plume, 
which I ought to remember, seeing my knight assumed it, or at leMt per- 
mitted me to place it in his helmet, this morning, in sign of returning hope, 
from the liveliness of its colour. But here it lies, shorn from his head, 
and, if I may guess, by no friendly hand. Come, friend, to the church — to 
the church — and thou shalt have my esample of the manner in which De 
Walton ought to bo supported when in danger." 

He led the way through the town of Douglas, entering at the southern 
gate, and up the very street in which Sit Aymer de Valence had charged 
the Phantom Knight. 

We can now say more fully, that the church of Douglas had orij^nally 
been a stately Gothic building, whose towers, arising high above the walls 
of the town, bore witness to the grandeur of its original construction. It 
was now partly ruinous, and the small portion of open space which was 
retained lor public worship was fitted up in the family aisle where its 
deceased lords rested from worldly labours and the strife of war. From 
the open ground in the front of tlie building, their eye could pursue a con- 
siderable part of the course of the river Douglas, which approached the 
town from the south-west, bordered by a line of hills fantastically diver- 
sified in their appearance, and in many places covered with copsewood, 
which descended towards the valley, and formed a part of the tangled and- 
intricate woodland by which the town was surrounded. The river itself, 
sweeping round the west side of the town, and from thence northw-ard, 
supplied that large inundation or artificial piece of water which we 
have already mentioned. Several of the Scottish people, bearing willow 
branches, or those of yew, to represent the palms which were the symbol of 
the day, seemed wandering in the churchyard as if to attond the approach 
af some person of peculiar sanetitv, or procession of monks and friars, 

Vol. Xil.— 24 
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fidant of her fortunes, and- trust to the chanoe afterwaids of being rejoined 
by Sir John de Walton, with a sufficient party to provide for her safety, 
■which she in no respect doubted it would be his care to collect. She darted 
awaj accordingly from the path in which she was advancing, and reached 
liie place where Bertram, with his new acquaintance Greenleaf, were mafeing 
some enquiries of the soldiers of the Engliab garrison, wboni the service of 
the day had brought there. 

Lady Augusta Berkely, in the meantime, had an opjiortunity to say 

Sriyatflly to her faithful attendant and guide, " Take no notice of rae, friend 
ertram, but take heed, if possible, that we be not again separated from 
each other." Haying ^yen him this hint, she observed that it was adopted 
by the minstrel, and that he presently afterwards looted round and set his 
eye upon her, as, muffled in her pilgrim's cloak, she slowly withdrew to 
another part of the cemetery, and seemed to halt, until, detaching himself 
from Greenleaf, he should find an opportunity of joining her. 

Nothing, in truth, could have more sensibly affected the faithful minstrel 
Uian the singular mode of communication wliich acquainted him that iiis 
mistress was safe, and at liberty to choose her own motions, and, as he 
might hope, disposed to estricata herself from the dangers which sur- 
rounded her in Scotland, by an immediate retreat to her own country and 
domain. Ha would gladly lave approached and joined her, hut she took 
an opportunity by a sign to oantion him against doing so, while at the same 
time he remained somewhat apprehensive of the consequences of bringing 
her under the notine of his new friend, Greenleaf, who might perhaps think 
it proper to busy himself so as to gain some favour with the knight who 
waa at the head of the garrison. Meantime the old aroher continued hia 
conversation with Bertram, while the minstrel, like many other men simi- 
larly situated, heartily wished that his well-meaning companion had been a 
hundred fathoms under ground, so hia evanishment had given him license 
to^oin his mistress; but all be hod in his jiower was to approach her as 
near as ho could, withdut creating any suspicion. 

" I would pray you, worthy minstrel," said Greenleaf, after looking care- 
fully round,! "that we majr prosecute together the theme which we were 
agitating before we eame hither ; is it not your opinion, that the Scottish 
natives Save fixed this very morning for some of those dangerous attempts 
which they have repeatedly made, and which are so carefully guarded 
against by the goTornors placed in this district of Douglas by our good 
King Edward, our rightful sovereign?" 

" I cannot see," replied the minstrel, " on what grounds you found such 
an apprehension, or what you see here in the churchyard different from 
that jou talked of as we approached it, when you held me rather in scorn, 
for giving way to some suspicions of the same kind." 

"Do you not see," added the archer, " the numbers of men, with strange 
faoes, and in various disguisements, who are thronging about these ancient 
ruins, which are usually so solitary ? Tender, for example, sits a boy who 
seems to shun observation, and whose dress, I will he sworn, has never been 
shaped in Scotland." 

"And if he is an English pilgrim," replied the minstrel, observing that 
the archer pointed towards the Lady of Berkely, " he surely affords less 
matter of suspicion." 

" I know not that," said eld Greenleaf, " but I think it will bo my duty 
to inform Sir John do Walton, if I can reach him, that there are many per- 
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HOBS here, wlio in outward appeai-iiECe neither helong to tlio garrison, nor 
to this part of the country." 

"CODBider," said Bertram, "before joa harass with accusation a poor 



youn_ man, and Bubjeot him to the consequences which must b 
attend pen suspicions of this nature, halt many ciroumBtanoes call forth 
men \ ecul arly to devotion at this period. Not only is this the time of the 
t un [ hal entrance of the founder of the Cliristian religion into Jeruealcm, 
hut the day itself is called Dominica Confitendum, or the Sunday of Con- 
fe9B0r>" and the palm-tree, or the box and jew, whioh are used as its sub- 
et tutes and which are distributed to the priests, are burnt solemnly to 
ashes, and those ashes distributed among the pious, by the piieste, upon the 
Ash-Wednesday of the succeeding year, ail which rites and ceremonies in 
our coantry, are observed, by order of the Christian Ohuroh ; nor ought yon, 
gentle archer, nor can you without a crime, porseeHte those as guilty of 
desigDS upon your garrison, who can ascribe their presence here to their 
desire to discharge the duties of the day ; and loot ye at yon numerous 
procession approaching with banner and cross, and, as it appears, consist- 
ing of some churchman of rank, and his attendants ; let us first enquire 
■who he is, and it is probable we shall find in his name and rank sufficient 
security for the peaceable and orderly behaviour of those whom piety has 
this day assembled at the church of Douglas." 

Greenleaf accordingly mode the investigation recommended by hia com- 
panion, and received information that tlie holy man who headed the pro- 
cession, was no other than the diocesan of the district, the Bishop of Qlas- 
gow, who had come to give his countenance to the rites with whioh the day 
was to be sanctified. 

The prelate accordingly entered the walls of the dilapidated churchyard, 
preceded by his cross-bearers, and attended by numbers, with boughs of 
yew and oMier evergreens, used on the festivity instead of palms. Among 
them the holy father showered bis blessing, accompanied by signs of the 
cross, whioh were met with devout eiolamations by such of the worshippers 
as crowded around him : — " To thee, reverend father, we apply for pardon 
for our offences, which we humbly desire to confess to thee, in order that 
we may obtain pardon from Heaven." 

In this manner the congregation and the dignified clergyman met together, 
exchanging pious greeting, and seemingly intent upon nothing but the rites 
of the day. The acclamations of the congregation, mingled with the deep 
Tjoice of the officiating priest, dispensing the sacred ritual ; the whole form- 
ing a scene which, conducted with the Catholic skill and ceremonial, was 
at once imposing and affecting. 

The archer, on seeing the zeal with which the people in the churchyard, 
as welt as a number who issued from the church, Hastened proudly to salute 
the bishop of the diocese, was rather ashamed of the suspicions which he 
bad entertained of the sincerity of the good man's purpose in coming 
hither. Taking advantage of a fit of devotion, not perhaps very common 
with old Qreenleaf, who at this moment thrust himself forward to share in 
those spiritual advantages which the prelate was dispensing, Bertram 
slipped clear of his English friend, and, gliding to the side of the Lady 
Augusta, exchanged, by the pressure of the hand, a mutual congratulation 
upon having rgoined company. On a sign by the minstrel, they withdrew 
to the inside of the church, so as to remain unobserved amidst the crowd, 
in which they were favoured by the dark shadows of some parts of the 
building. 

The body of the church, broken as it was, and hung round with the ar- 
morial trophies of the last Lords of Douglas, furnished rather the appearance 
of a socrilegiousiy desecrated ruin, than the inside of a holy place ; yet 
some care appeared to have been taken to prepare it for the serv'ce of the 
day. At the lower end hung the groat escutcheon of William Lord of 
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Douglas, who lia3 lately died a prisoner in England ; around tbat esoutdi* 
eon were plaii«d the smaller shields of his sixteen anoeslors, and a deep 
black shadow was diffused hy the whole masa, unlssa where relieved by tha 
glance of the coronets, or tha glimmer of bearings particularly gay in em- 
blazonry. I need not say that m other respects the interior of tha church 
waa much dismantled, it "being the very same place in which Sir Aymer dp 
Valence held an interview with the old seston ; and who now, dravping into 
a separate corner some of the straggling parties whom he had collected and 
brought to the church, kept on the alert, and appeared wady for an attack 
a« well at mid-daj as at the witching hour of midnight. This was the 
more necessary, as the eye of Sir John de Walton seemed busied in search- 
ing from one place to another, as if unable to find the object ho was in quesF 
of, which the reader will easily understand to be tha Iriidy Augast-a de 
Berkely, of whom he had lost sight in the pressure of the multitude. 
At the eastern part of the church was fitted up a temporary altar, by the 
side of which, arrayed in his robes, the Bishop of Glasgow had taken his 
place, with such priests and attendants as composed his episcopal retinue. 
His suite was neither numerous nor richly attired, nor did his own appear- 
ance present a splendid specimen of the wealth and dignity of the epis- 
copal order. When he laid down, howeyer, his golden cross, at the stern 
command of the King of England, that of simple wood, which he assumed 
instead thereof, did not possess less authority, nor command less awe among 
the clergy and people of the dioceso. 

The -various persons, natives of Scotland, now gathered around, seemed 
to watch his motions, aa those of a descended saint, and the English waited 
in mute astonishment, apprehensive that at some unespected signal an 
attack would be made upon them, either by the powers of earth or heaven, 
or perhaps by both in combination. The truth is, that so great was the de- 
votion of the Scottish clergy of the higher ranks to the interests of the 
party of Bruce, that the English had become jealous of permitting them to 
interfere even with those ceremonies of the Church which were placed under 
their proper management, and thenoe the presence of the Bishop of Glas- 
gow, officiating at a high festival in the church of Douglas, was a circum- 
stance of rare occurrence, and not unattended both with wonder and 
suspicion. A council of the Church, however, had lately called tha distin- 
guished prelates of Scotland to the discharge of their duty on the festivity 
of Palm Sunday, and neither English nor Scottish saw the ceremony with 
indifference. An unwonted silence which prevailed in the church, filled, 
as it appeared, with persons of different views, hopes, wishes, and eSpecta- 
tions, resembled one of those solemn pauses which often take place before 
a strife of the elements, and are well undei-stood to be the forerunners of 
soma dreadful concussion of nature. All animals, accoriling to their 
\arioua nature, express their sense of the approaching tempest; the cattle, 
the deer, and other iohsbitants of the walks of the forest, withdraw to the 
inmost recesses of their pastures ; the sheep crowd into their fold : and the 
dull stupor of universal nature, whether animate or inanimate, presages its 
speedily awakening into general convulsion and disturbance, when the lurid 
Lghtning shall hiss at command of the diapason of the thunder. 

Tit was thus that, in deep suspense, those who had come to the church iu 
arms, at (he summons, of Douglas, awaited and expected every moment a 
signal to attack, while the soldiers of the English garrison, aware of the 
ovii disposition of tha natives towards them, were reckoning every moment 
when the well-known shouts of " Bows and bills 1" should give signal for a 
general conflict, and both pardes, gazing fiercely upon each other, seemed 
to expect the fatal onset. 

Notwithstanding the tempest, which appeared every moment ready to 
burst, the Bishop of Glasgow proceeded with the utmost solemnity to per- 
form the caremouies proper to the day ; he paused from time to time to 
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Batifey the throng, as if to calculate whether tho turhulent passion 8 of those 
around him would he so long kept under aa to admit of his duties heiog 
brought to a close in a manner becoming the time and place. 

The prelate had just coneludod the service, when a person advanced 
towards him with a solemn and moutnfa! aspect, and asked if the reverend 
father coaid devote a few moments to administer comfort to a dying mau, 
■who was Ijing wounded close by. 

The ehurcbman sigoiEed a ready accjuiescenGe, araidet a etillnees which, 
when he surveyed the lowering brows of one party at least of those who 
were in the church, boded no peaceful termination ix> this fated day. The 
father motioned to the messenger to show him the way, and proceeded on 
his mission, attended by some of those who were understood to be followers 
of the Douglas. 

There was something peculiarly striking, if not suspicions, in the inter- 
view which followed. In a subterranean vault was deposited the person of 
a large tall man, whose blood flowed copiously through two Or three ghastly 
wounds, and streamed amongst the trusses of straw on which he lay ; while 
bis features esbibited a mature of sternness and ferocity, which seemed 
prompt to kindle into a still more savage espression. 

The reader will probably ooniecture that the person in question was no 
other than Michael Turnhull, who, wounded in the rencounter of the morn- 
ing, had been, left by some of his friends upon the straw, which was ar- 
ranged for him by way of couch, to live or die as he best could. The pre- 
late, on entering the vault, lost no time in calling the attention of the 
wounded man to the state of his spiritual affairs, and assisting him to such 
comfort as the doctrine of the Church directed should be administered to 
departing sinners. The words exchanged between them were of that grave 
and severe character whioh passes between the ehosUy father and his pupil, 
when one wor!d iS i^oUing away from the yiow of the sinner, nud another ia 
displaying itself in all its terrors, and thundering in the ear of the penitent 
that retribution which the deeds done in the flesh must needs prepare him 
to expect. This is one of the most solemn meetings whioh can take place 
between earthly beings; and the courageous charaeter of the Jedwood 
forester, as well as the benevolent and pious expression of the old church- 
man, considerably enhanced the pathos of the scene. 

" Turnhull," said the churchman, " I trust you wUl believe me when I say 
that it grieves my heart to see thee brought to this situation by wounds 
which it is my duty to tell you, you must consider mortal." 

" Is the chase ended, then I" said the Jedwood man with a sigh. " I care 
not, good father, for I think I have borne me as becomes a gallant quarry, 
and that the old forest has lost no credit by me, whether in pursuit, or m 
bringing to bay ; and even in this laSt matter, methiuks this gay English 
knight would not have come off with such advantage had the ground on 
which we stood been alike indifferent to both, or had I been aware of his 
onset ; but it will he seen, by any one who takes the trouble to examine, 
that poor Michael TumbuH's foot slipped twice in the irdUe, otherwise it 
had not been his fate to be lying here in the dead-thraw ;* while yonder 
southron would probably have died like a dog, upon this bloody straw, in his 

The bishop replied, advising his penitent to turn from vindictive thoughts 
respecting the death of others, and endeavour to fis his attention upon his 
own departure from existence, which seemed shortly about to take place. 

"Nay," replied the wounded man, "you, father, undoubtedly know best 
what is fit for me t« do ; yet methinks it would not be very well with me if 
I had prolonged to this time of day the task of revising my life, and I am 
not the man to deny that mine has been a bloody and a desperate one. Sut 
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you mill grant mc I never bore malioe to a brave enemy for havipg clone mo 
an injury, and ebow me the man, being a Sootobman bora, and baving a 
natural love for bis own country, who hath not, in these times, rather pre 
ferred a steel cap to a bat and feather, or who hath not been more conver- 
sant with drawn blades than with prayer-book ; and you yourself know, 
father, -whether, in our proceedings against the English interest, we have 
not uniformly had the oountenance of tlie sincere fatbers of the Scottish 
Church, and whether we have not been exhorted to take arms and make use 
of them for the honour of the King of Soodand, and the defence of our own 
rights." 

"Undoubtedly," said the preJate, "such have been our exhortations 
towards our oppressed countrymen, nor do I now teach you a different doc- 
trine ; nevertheless, having now blood around me, and a dying man before 
me, I have need to pray that I have not been misled from the true path, and 
thus become the means of misdireoting others. May Heaven forgive me if 
I have done so, since I have only to plead my sincere and honest intention 
in excuse for the erroneous counsel which I may have given to you and 
others touching these wars. I am conscious that encouraging you so to 
Btiun your swords in blood, I have departed in some degree from the oha- 
raoter of my profession, which enjoins that we neither shed blood, nor are 
the occasion of its being shed. Alay Heaven enable us to obey our duties, 
and to repent of our errors, especially such as have occasioned the death or 
distress of our feliow-creatures. And, above all, may this dying Christian 
become aware of his errors, and repent with sincerity of having done to 
others that which he would not willingly have suffered at their hand I" 

"For that matter," answered TumbuO, "the time has never been when I 
■woold not exchange a blow with the best man who ever lived ; and if I was 
not in constant practice of the sword, it was because I have been brought 
up to the use of the Jedwood-axe, which the English call a partisan, and 
wliich makes little difference, I understand, from the sword and poniard." 

" The distinction is not great," said the bishop ; " but I fear, my friend, 
that life taken with what you call a Jedwood-axe, gives you no privilege 
over him who commits the same deed, and infiicts the same injury, with any 
other weapon." 

"Nay, worthy father," said the penitent, "I must own that the effect of 
the weapons is the same, as far as concerns the man who suffers ; but I 
would pray of you information, why a Jedwood man ought not to use, as is 
the custom of bis country, a Jedwood-ase, being, as is implied in the name, 
the offensive weapon proper to his country V 

"The crime of murder," said the bishop, "consists not in the weapon 
with which the crime is inflicted, but in the pain which the murderer indicts 
upon ilia fellow-creature, and the breach of good order which he introduces 
into heaven's lovely and peaceable creation ; and it is by turning your 
repentance upon this crime that you may fairly expect to propitiate Heaven 
for your offences, and at the same time to escape the consequences which 
are denounced in Holy Writ against those by whom man's blood shall be 

" But, good father," said the wounded man, " you know as well as any 
one, that in this company, and in this very churoh, there are upon the watch 
scores of both Scotohmen and Englishmen, who come here not so much to 
discharge the religious duties of the day, as literally to bereave each other 
of their lives, and give a new example of the horror of those feuds which 
the two extremities of Britain nourish against each other. What conduct, 
then, is a poor man like me to ho!d? Am I not to raise this hand against 
the English, which methinks I still can make a tolerably efficient one — or 
am I, for the first time in my life, to hear the wai'-cry when it is raised, and 
bold bivck my sword from the slaughter? Methinks it will be difScuIt, per- 
haps altogether impossible, for me to do so ; but if such is the pleasure of 
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Heaven, and your advice, m&st reverend father, unqueslaonaMj I &u8t do 
my best to be governed by ^ouc directions, as of one who has a right and 
title to direct us in every dilemma, or case, as they term it, of troubled con.- 

"Unquestionably," said the bishop, "it is ra_y 6utj, as I have already 
said, to give no occasion this day for the shedding of blood, or the breach 
of peace ; and I must charge you, as my penitent, that upon your Boul'a 
safety, jou do not minister any occasion to affray or bloodshea, either by 
maintaining such in your own person, or inciting others to the same ; for by 
following a different course of advice, I am certwn that you, as well as 
myself, would act sinfully and out of character." 

" So I will endeavour to think, reverend father," answered the hunts- 
man ; " neverthalesB, I tope it will be remembered in my favour that I am 
the first person bearing the surname of TumbuU, together with the proper 
name of the Prince of Archangels himself, who has at any time been able 
to sustain the affront occasioned by the presence of a southron with a drawn 
sword, and was not thereby provoked to pluck forth his own weapon, and to 
lay about him." 

"Take care, my son," returned the Prelate of Glasgow, "and observe, 
that even now thou art departing from those resolutions whioh, but a few 
minutes since, thou didst aaopt upon serious and just consideration ; where- 
fore do not be, my son I like the sow that has wallowed in the mire, and, 
having been washed, repeats its act of pollution, and becomes again yet 
fouler than it was before." 

"Well, reverend father," replieci the wounded man, "although it seems 
almost unnatural for Scottishmea and English to meet and part without n 
buffet, yet I will endeavour most faithfully not to minister any occasion of 
Btrife, -nor, if posaible, to snatch at any such occasion as shall be ministered 
to me." 

" In doing so," returned the bishop, " thou wilt best atone for the injury 
which thou hast done to the law of Heaven npon former occasions, and thou 
shalt prevent the causes for strife betwixt thee and thy brethren of the 
southern land, and shalt eschew the temptation towards that blood-guiltiness 
which is so rife in this our day and generation. And do not think that I 
am imposing upon thee, by these admonitions, a duty more difficult than it 
is in thy covenant to bear, as a man and as a Christian. I myself am a 
man and a Scotchman, and, as such, I feel offended at the unjust conduct 
of the English towards our country and sovereign ; and thinking as you do 
yourself, I know what you must suffer when you are obliged to submit to 
national insults, nnretaliated and unrevenged. But let us not conceive our- 
flelves the agents of that retributive vengeance which Heaven has, in a pe- 
culiar degree, declared to be its own attribute. Let us, while we see and 
feel the injuries inflicted on our own country, not forget that our own rdds, 
ambuscades, and surprisals, have been at least equally fatal to the English 
OS their attacks apd forays have been to us j and, in short, let the mutual 
injaries of tho crosses or Saint Andrew and of Saint George be no longer 
oonsidered as hostile to the inhabitants of the opposite district, at least 
during the f^tivals of religion ; but as they are mutually signs of rtdemp- 
tion, let them be, in like manner, intimations of forbearaute and peaeo on 
both sides." 

"I am contented," answered Tumbull, "to abstim from all offences 
towards others, and shall even endeavour to keep myself f m t g 

those of others towards me, in the hope ot bringing to pas h a q t 

and godly state of things as your word" reverend father nd n t 
expect." Turning his face to the wall, the Sorderer lay in ste n p t t n 
of approaching ^eath, whioh the bishop left him t« contemplat 

The peaceful disposition which the prelate had inspired t M ha 1 
TumbuU, had in some degree diffused itself among those pres nt wh h d 
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with awe the apiritual admonition to Buapend the national antipathy, and 
remain in truce and amity with each other. Heaven had, however, decreed 
that the national quarrel, in which so much blood had been saocificed, should 
that daj again be the occasion of deadly strife. 

A loud floarish of trumpets, seeming io proceed from beneath the earth, 
now rung through the church, and roused the attention of the soldiers and 
worshippers then assembled. Most of those who heard these warlike sounds 
betook themsolves to their weapons, as if they considered it useless to wait 
any longer for the signal of conftiet. Hoarse voices, rude esolamations, the 
rattle of swords against their sheaths, or their clashing gainst other pieces 
of armour, gave an awful presage of an onset, which, however, was for a, 
time averted by the exhortations of the bishop, A second flourish of trum- 
pets having taken place, the Toice of a herald made proclamation to the 
following purpose ; — 

" That whereas there were many noble pursuivants of chivalry presently 
assembled in the Kirk of Douglas, and whereas there esiated among them 
the usual causes of quarrel and points of debate for their advancement in 
chivalry, therefore the Scottish knights were ready to fi^ht any number of 
the English who might be agreed, either upon the superior beauty of their 
ladies, or upon the national quarrel in any of its branches, or upon what- 
ever point might he at issue between them, which should be deemed satis- 
factory ground of quarrel by both ; and the knights who should chance to 
be worsted in such dispute should renounce the prosecuUon thereof, or the 
bearing arms therein thereafter, with such other conditions to ensue upon 
their defeat as might be agreed upon by a council of the knights present at 
the Kirk of Douglas aforesiud. But foremost of all, any number of Scottish 
knights, from one to twenty, will defend the quarrel which has already 
drawn blood, touching the freedom of Lady Augusta de Berkely, and the 
rendition of Douglas Castle to the owner here present. Wherefore it is 
required that the English knights do intJiuate their consent that such trial 
of valour lake place, which, according to the rules of chivalry, they cannot 
refuse, without losing utterly the reputatjon of ralour, and incurring the 
diminution of such other degree of estimation as a courageous pursuivant 
of arms would willingly be hold in, both by the good knights of his own 
country, and those of others." 

This unexpected gage of battle realized the worst fears of those who had 
looked with suspicion on the exti'aordinary assemblage this day of the de- 
pendents of the House of Douglas. After a short pause, the trumpets again 
Sourished lustily, when the reply of the English knights was made in the 
following terms; — 

'■ That God forbid the rights and privileges of England's knights, and the 
beauty of her damsels, should not be asserted by her children, or that such 
English knights as were here assembled, should show the least backward- 
ness to accept the combat offered, whether grounded upon the superior 
beauty of their ladies, or whether upon the causes of dispute between the 
countries, for either or all of which the knights of England here present 
were wilUng to do battle in the terms of the indenture aforesaid, white sword 
and lanca shall endure. Saving and excepting the surrender of the Castla 
uf Douglas, which can be rendered to no one but England's king, or those 
acting under his orders." 
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The estraordinarj orisva mentioned in the preceding chapter, was tho 
cause, as may be auppoeed, of the leaders on both sides cow throwing aside 
all concealment, and displajing their utmoat strength, by marshalling 
their respective adherents ; the renowned Knight of Douglas, ■with Sif 
Maicoim Pleming and other distinguished caTaliera, wero seen in close con- 
sultation. 

Sir John de Walton, startled by the first flourish of trumpets, while 
anisiouslj endeavouring to secure a retreat for the Lady Augusta, waa in a 
iDoment seen collecting his followers, in which be was assisted by the active 
friendship of the Knight ofValence. 

The Lady of Eerkdy showed no craven spirit at these warlike prepara- 
tions ; she advanced, closely followed by the fiuthful Bertr(ini, and a female 
in n riding-hood, whose face, though carefully concealed, was no other than 
that of the unfortunate Margaret do Hautlieu, nhose worst fears had been 
realized 3,n to the faithlessness of her betrothed knight. 

A pause ensued, which for some time no one present thought himself of 
authority sufficient to break. 

At last the Knight of Douglas stepped forward and said, loudly, " I wait 
to know whether Sir John de Walton requests leave of James of Douglas 
to evacuate his castle without further wasting that daylight which might 
show UB to judge a fair field, and whether he craves Douglas's protection in 
doing BO !" 

The Knight of Walton drew his sword. " I hold the Castle of Douglas," 
he said, " in spite of all deadly, — and never will I ask the protection from 
any one which my own sword is competent to afford me 1" 

" I stand by you. Sir John," said Aymer de Valence, " as jour true com- 
rade, against whatever odds may oppose themselves to us." 

"Courage, noble English," saia the voice of Greenleaf; "take jour 
weapons in God's name. Bows and billsl bows and billsl — A messenger 
brings nn notice that Pembroke is in full march hither from the borders of 
Ayrshire, and will be with us in half an hour. Fight on, gallant English ! 
Valence to the rescue I and long life to the gallant Earl of Pembroke !" 

Those English within and around the church no longer delayed h> take 
arms, and De Walton, crying out at the height of his voice, " I implore the 
Douglas to look nearly to the safety of the ladies," fought hia way to the 
church door; the Scottish finding themseivea unable to resist the impres- 
sion of terror which affected them at the sight of this renowned knight, 
seconded by his bTOther-in-arma, both of whom had been so long the terror 
of the district. In the meanldme, it is possible that De Walton might alto- 
gether have forced his waj out of the cliurch, had he not been met bcldly 
by the young son of Thomas Dickson of Hazelside, while his father was 
receiving from Douglas the charge of preserving the stranger ladies from all 
harm from the fight, which, so long suspended, was now on the point of 
taking place. 
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Do Walton cast his eje upon the Lady Augusta, with a desire of rushing 
to the rescue ; but was forced to conolude, that he provided hest for her 
safety by leaving her under the protection of Douglas s honour. 

Young Dickson, in the meantime, heaped blow on hlow, seconding with 
all his juvenile courage every effort he could make, in order to attain the 
prize due to the conqueror of the renowned De Walton. 

" Silly hoy," at length said Sir John, who had for some time forhome the 
Btripling, " take, then, thy death from a noble hand, since thoa greferrest 
that to peace and length of daj8." 

" I care not," said the Scottish youth, with hie dying hrcath ; " I hava 
lived long enough, since I have kept you so long in the place where you now 

And the youth said truly, for as he fell never again to rise, the Douglas 
stood in his place, andwithout a word spoken, again engaged with De Walton 
in the same formidable single combat, by which they had already been dis- 
tinguished, but with even additional fury. Aymer de Valence drew up to 
his friend De Walton's left hand, and seemed but to desire the apology of 
one of Douglas's people attempting to second him, to join in the fray ; but 
as he saw no person who seemed disposed to give him such opportunity, he 
repressed the inclination, and remained an unwilling spectator. At length 
it seemed as if Fleming, who stood foremost among the Scottish knights, 
was desirous to measure his sword with De Valence. Aymer himself, 
burning with the desire of combat, at last called out, "Faithless Knight of 
BoghttlTl step forth and defend yourself against the imputation of having 
deserted your lady-love, and of being a man-Hworn disgrace to the rolls of 
chivalry I" 

"My answer," said Fleming, "even to a less gross taunt, hangs by my 
side." In an instant bis sword was in his hand, and even the practised 
warriors who looked on felt difficulty in discovering the progress of the strife, 
which rather resembled & thunder storm in a mountainous country than the 
stroke and parry of two swords offending on the one side and keeping tlia 
defensiv th th 
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renoe wh h th y t t ly p d to th mm d rs d 1 d rs 

arms. t f th w m w th hil ttr t d d 

ing to th t f th by mpaa f tl wh I d I dy 

experien dth It f XgDk bthghlt 

among th f t f th 1 t t. was m t d f m tb 

tumult by ih L dy f B k ly wh th t d 1 t 

owing t tl I !gi m d wl h h 1 11 ta d d wh 
deavour dt Itth tt fthbyfthtth tisk h h 

she was engaged. 

" Cumber yourself not, lady, about that which is bootless," siud old 

• [The ftll of Ihillmno Bl 
from Ibe iluly which Dougli 
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Dickson, "and dietraot not jour own attention and mine from pi-eaerving 
you, -whom it ia the Douglas'a wish to rescue, and whom, so plcaso God 
and St. Bride, I consider aa placed hy mj Chieftain under mj charge. 
Believe me, this youth's death is in no way forgotteo, though this bo not 
the time to ramembor it. A time ■will come for recollection, and an hour 
for reyenge." 

So said the stem old man, reverting hia oyea from the hloody coi-psa 
■whioh lay at his feet, a model of heautj and strength. Having taken ona 
more anxious look, he turned round, and placed himself ivhore he could 
best protect the Lady of Borkely, not again turning his eyes on his son's 

^°^y- . . 

In the interim the combsit continued, without the least cessation on either 
side, and without a decided advantage. At length, however, fate seemed 
diaposed to interfere ; the Knight of Fleming, puehing fiercely forward, and 
brought by chance almost close to the person of tee I/ady Margaret de 
HauUieu, missed his blow, and his foot sliding in the blood of the young 
victim, Diokson, he fel! before hia antagonist, and was in imminent danger 
of being at his meroy, when Margaret de Hautlieu, who inherited the soul 
of a warrior, and, besides, was a very strong, as well aa an undaunted 
person, seeing a mace of no great weight Jying on the floor, where it had 
been dropped by the fallen Dickson, it, at the same instant, caught her eye, 

m d 1 h d d t pted, or struck down the sword of Sir Aymer 

d T 1 wh w H th wise have remiuned the master of the day at 

th t te est g m m t Fleming had more to do t« avail himself of an 

p ted 1 f ery, Uian to make a comment-ary upon the 

m wh 1 t h d b n so singularly brought about ; he instantly 

CO i th d t h had lost, and was able in the ensuing close to 
tipptl ftf! t,g ist^ who fell on the pavement, while the voice 
f h q f 1 11 properly be termed suob, resounded through 

the churoh with the fatal words, " Yield thee, Aymer de Valenoe — rescue or 
no reaeue — yield thee ! — yield ye !" he added, as he placed his sword te the 
tliroat of the fallen knight, " not to me, but to this noble lady — rescue or 

With a heavy heart the English knight perceived that he had lost so 
favourable an opportunity of acquiring fame, and was obliged to submit to 
his deslJny, or oe slain upon the spot. There was only one consolation, 
that no battle was ever more honourably sustiuned, being gained as much 
by accident as by valour. 

Th f te of the protracted and desperate combat between Douglas and 
D Walt n did not ranch longer remain in suspense ; indeed, the number 
of c q eate in single combat aohieved by the Douglaa in these wars, was 
s g at, as to make it doubtful whether he was not, in peraonal strength 
and sk II even a superior knight to Bruce himself, and ha wa« at least 
a k wl Iged nearly his equal in the art of war. 

S ho ever it was, that when three quarters of an hour had passed in 
lad atest, Douglas and De Walton, whose nerves were not actually of 

n b gaD to show some signs that their human bodies were feeling tho 
eff t f he dreadful esertion. Their blows began to be drawn more slowly, 
an 1 w parried with less celerity. Douglas, seeing that the combat e ' 
B n m te an end, generously made a signal, intimating to his a-'*-- 
to hold his hand for an instant. 

" !^rave De Walton," he said, " there is no mortal lyarrel bo 
and vou must be sensible that in this passage of arms, Douglas, though ho 
is only worth his sword and hia cloak, has abstainsd from taking a decisive 
advantage when the ohanee of arms has more than once offered it. My 
father's house, the broad domains around it, the dwelling, and the graves 
of my ancesters, form a reasonable reward for a knight to fight for, and 
call upon me in an imperative voice the prosecute te strife which has such an 
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object, while yoa are as welcome to the noble lady, in all honour and safety, 
as if you had received her from the hands of King Edward himaelf and I 
give yoa my word, that the utmost honours which can attend a pri^OQfir, 
and a careful absence of overy thing like injury or insult, shall attend Da 
Walton whsn he yields tip the castle, as well as his sword to James of 
Douglas." 

" It is the fate to which I am perhaps doomed," rophed Sir John da 
Walton; "but never will I voluntarily embrace it, and never ah^ll it ba 
said that my own tongue, saving in the last extremity, pronounced upon me 
the fatal sentence to sink the point of my own sword. Pembroke is upon 
the march with his whole army, to rescue the garrison of Douglas. I hear 
the tramp of his horse's feet even now ; and I will maintain my ground 
while I am within reach of support ; nor do I fear that the breath which 
now begins to fail will not last long enough to uphold the struggle till the 
arrival of the expected succour. Come on, then, and treat me not as a 
child, but as one who, whether I stand or fell, fears not to encounter the 
utmost force of my knightly antagonist." 

" So be it then," said Itouglas, a darksome hue, like the lurid colour of 
the thunder-eloud, changing hia brow as he spoke, intimating that he medi- 
tated a speedy end to the contest, when, jnst as the noise of horses' feet 
drew nigh, a Welsh knight, known as such by the diminutive siie of his 
steed, his naked limbs, and his bloody spear, called out loudly to the com- 
batants to hold their hands. 

" Is Pembroke near?" said De Walton. 

"No nearer than Loudon Hill," said the Prestantin; "but I bring his 
commands to John de Walton." 

"I stand ready to obey them through every danger," answered the 
knight. 

" Woe is me," said the Welshman, " that my mouth should bring to the 
ears of so brave a man tidings so unwelcome I The Earl of Pembroke yes- 
terday received information that the castle of Douglas was attaoked by the 
son of the deceased Earl, and the whole inhabitants of the district. Pom- 
broke, on hearing this, resolved to march to your support, noble knight, 
with all the forces he had at his disposal. He did bo, and accordingly en- 
tertained every assurance of relieving the castle, when unexpectedly he met. 
on Loudon HilJ, a body of men of no very inferior force to his own, and 
having at their head that famous Bruce whom the Scottish rebels acknow- 
ledge as their king. He marched instantly to the attack, swearing he would 
not even draw a comb through his grey beard until he bad rid England of 
his recurring plague. But the fate of war was against us." 

He stopt here for lack of breath. 

" I thought so !" esclaimed Douglas. " Bobert Bruce will now sleep at 
night, since he has paid home Pembroke for the slaughter of his friends 
and the dispersion of his army at Methnen Wood. Hia men are, indeed, 
accustomed to meet with dangers, and to conquer them : those who follow 
him have been trained under Wallace, besides being partakers of the perils 
of Bruce himself. It was thought that the waves had swallowed them when 
they shipped themselves from the west; bat know, that the Bruce was de- 
termined with the present reviving spring to awaken his pretensions, and 
that he retires not from Scotland again while he lives, and while a single 
lord remains to set his foot by his sovereign, in spite of all the power which 
has been so feloniously employed ngmnat him." 

"It is even too true," said the Welshman Meredith, " although it is said 
by a prood Scotchman. — The Earl of Pembroke, completely defeated, is 
unable to stir from Ayr, towards which he has retreated with great loss : 
and he sends his instructions to Sir John de Walton, to make the best terms 
he can for the surrender of the Castle of Douglas, and trust nothing to i&S 
support." 
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The Scottish, who heirJ. this uneKpooted ne\¥a, joined in ii Bhout so 
loud iind enecgptio that the I'uiaa of the ancient church seemed actually 
to rocl^nd tSteiteu to fail on the heads of thoso T(ho were crowded 

'i'he brow of De Walton was overclouded at the news of Pembroke's do- 
feat, although ID some respects it placed him at liberty to take meisures for 
the safety of the Ladj of Berkelj. He could n t h w la n the same 

honourable terms which had been offered to I ra by D ugla before the 
news of the battle of Loudon Hill had arrived. 

"Woble kuight," he said, "it is entirely at j u pi ft u t dictate the 
terms of surrender of jour paternal castle; n I la ght to claim 

from you those conditions which, a little whil y g n rosity put 

in my offer. But I submit to my fate ; and upon ivl t te m you thmk 
fit to grunt me, I must be content to offer to su ende to y ti e weapon, 
of which I now put the point in the earth, in evidence that I will never 
more direct it against you untji a f^r ransom shall place it once more at 
my own disposal." 

"God forbid," answered the noble James of Douglas, "that I shonld take 
such advantage of the bravest knight out of not a few who have found ma 
work in battle ! I will take example from the Knight of Fleming, who has 
gallantly bestowed his captive in guerdon upon a noble damsel here present ; 
nnd in like manner I transfer my claim upon the person of the redoubted 
Knight of WaJlon, to the high and noble Lady Augusta Cerkely, who, I 
hope, will not soorn to accept from the Douglas a gift which the chance of 
war has thrown into his hands." 

Sir John de Walton, on hearing this uneipected decision, looked up like 
the traveller who discovers the beams of the sun breaking through and dis- 

r-sing the tempest which has accompanied him for a whole morning. Tho 
dy of Berkely recollected what became her rank, and showed her sense 
of the Douglas's chivalry. Hastily wiping off the tears which had unwill- 
ingly flowed to her eyes, while her lover's safety and her own were resting 
on the precarious issue of a desperate combat, she assumed the look proper 
to a heroine of that age, who did not feel averse to accept the importance 
which was conceded to her by the general voice of the chivalry of tho 
period. Stepping forward, bearing her person gracefully, yet modestly, in 
the attitude of a lady acoust<imed to be looked to in difficulties like the 
present, she addressed the audience in a tone which might not have misbe- 
come the Goddess of Battle dispersing her influence at the close of a field 
covered with the dead and the dying. 

" The noble Douglas," she said, " shall not pass without a priae from the 
field which be has so nobly won. This rich string of brilliants, which my 
ancestor won from the Sultan of Trebisond, itself a prize of battle, will ha 
honoured by sustiuning, under the Douglas's armour, a lock of hair of the 
fortunate lady whom the victorious lord has adopted for his guide in 
chivalry ; and if the Douglas, till he shall adorn it witli that lock, will per- 
mit the honoured look of hair which it now bears to retiun its station, she 
on whose head it grew will bold it as a signal that poor Augusta ds Berkely 
is pardoned for having gaged any mortal man in strife with the Knight of 

" Woman's love," replied the Douglas, " shall not divorce this locket from 
my bosom, which I will keep till the last day of my life, aa emblematic of 
female worth and female virtue. And, not to encroach upon the valued and 
honoured province of Sir John dc Walton, be it known to all men, that 
whoever snail say that the Lady Augusta of Berkely has, in this entangled 
matter, acted otherwise than becomes the noblest of^her sex, he will do well 
to be ready to maintiun such a proposidon with his lance, against James 
of Douglas, in a fiiir field," 

Tbia speech was heard with approbation on all sides ; and the news 
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troaght bj Meredith of the defeat of tho Earl of Pembroke, and his subse- 
quent retreat, raconciled the fiercest of the English soldiers to the eurrendef 
of Douglas Caatle. The necessary conditions were Hpeedilj agreed on, 
■which put the Scottiah in possession of this stronghold, together mtii tha 
stores, both of arms aad ammunition, of every tmd which it contained. 
The garrison had it to boast, that they obtained a free passage, with their 
horses and arms, to return by the shortest and safest route to tjie marches 
of England, without either suffering or iniioting damage. 

Margaret of Hautlieu was not behind in acting a ^generous part; the 
gallant Knight of Valence was allowed to accompany his friend Do Walton 
and the Lady Augusta to England, and without ransom. 

The Tenernbla prelate of Glasgow, seeing what appeared at one time 
likely to end in a general oonHiet, terminate so auepiciouely for his country, 
contented himself with bestowing his blessing on the assembled multitude, 
and retiring with those who came to assist in the service of the day. 

This surrender of Douglas Castle upon the Palm Sunday of 19tii March, 
1308-T, was the beginning of a career of eonquest which was uninterrupted, 
in whioh the greater part of the strengths and fortresses of Scotland were 
yielded to those who asserted the liberty of their country, until the crown- 
ing mercy was gained in the celebrated field of Bannockburn, where the 
English SDsUined a defeat more disastrous than is mentioned upon any 
other occasion in their annals. 

Little need be said of the fate of the persons of this story, K gEdw d 
was greatly enraged at Sir John de WalWn fur having aurre d d tl 
Castle of Douglas, securing at tho same time liie own object, th d 

hand of the heiress of Berkely. The knights to whom be r f d th 
matter ,aa a subject of enquiry, gave it nevertheless as their opiu n 1 t D 
Walton was Toid of all censure, having discharged his duty in 1 11 t 
extent, till the commands of his superior officer obliged him to ud 

the Dangerous Castle. 

A singular renewal of intercourse took place, many months af^ wa d 
between Margaret of Hautlieu and her lover, Sir Malcolm Fie g Tl 
use whioh the lady made of her freedom, and of the doom of tl is tt h 
Parliament, whioh put her in possession of her father's inherits. w t 
follow her adventurous spirit through dangers not usually enco te 1 by 
those of her sex ; and the Lady of itautlieu was not only a dari g f II w 
of the chase, but it was siud that she was even not daunted in tn b ttl 
field. She remained faithful to Ihe political principles whic! b h d 
adopted at an early period ; and it seemed as if she had formed th II t 
resolution of shaking the god Cupid from her horse's mane, if n t t 1 
him beneath her horse's feet. 

The Fleming, although he had vanished from the neighbour! d f th 
counties of Lanark and Ayr, made an attempt to state his apol gy t tb 
Lady de Hautlieu herself, who returned bis latter unopened, and d 

to all appearance resolved never again to enter upon the top f h 
original engagement. It chanced, however, at a later period f th 
with England, while Fleming was one night travelling upon t! B d 
after the ordinary fashion of one who sought adventures, await „ m d, 
equipped in a fantastic habit, asked the protection of his arm in the name 
of her lady, who, late in the evening, had been made captive, she stud, by 
oertiun ill-disposed caitiffs, who were carrying her by force through the 
forest. The Fleming's lance was, of course, in its rest, and woe betide the 
faiteur whose lot it was to encounter its thrust ; tho first fell, incapable of 
further combat, and another of the felons encountered tlie same fate with 
little more resistance. The lady, released from the discourteous cord which 
restrained her liberty, did not hesitate to join company with the brave 
knight by whom she had been rescued ; and although the darkness did not 
permit her to recognise her old lover in her liberator, yet sho could not but 
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lend t. ■will'mg ear to the conversiition with whioh he entertained her, aa thej 
proceeded an the way. He spoke of the fallen caitifFs ag Ijeing Btiglishmen, 
who found a pleasure in eseroishig oppression and barbarities upon the 
■wandering damsels of Scotland, and whose cause, therefore, the ohainpions 
of that coantry were bound to avenge while the blood throbbed in their 
reins. Ha spoke of the injustice of the national quarrel whioh had afforded 
a pretence for such deliberate oppression ; and the !adj, who herself had 
suffered so luooh by tho interference of the English in the affairs of Scot- 
land, readily aoqaiesoed in the sentiments whioh he expressed on a sabjeot 
whioh she had so much reason for regarding as an afflicting one. Her 
answer was given in the spirit of a person who would not hesitate, if tha 
times should call for such an example, to defend eyen with hei- hand tha 
ri^ts which she asserted with her tongue. 

Flensed with the sentimenta which she expressed, and recognising in her 
voice that secret charm, which, once impressed upon the human heart, is 
rarely wroaght out of the remembrance by a long train of subseqitent 
events, he ahnoEt persuaded himself that the tones were familisr to him, 
aud bad at one time formed the key to his innermost affections. In pro- 
oeedlng on their journey, the knight's troubled state of mind was augmented 
insteaif of being diminished. The scenes of his earliest youth were recalled 
by circumstanoes so slight, as would in ordinary oases have produced no 
effect whatever ; the sentiment appeared similar to those whioh his life had 
been devoted to enforce, and he aa.lt persuadid himself that the dawn of 
day was to be to him the beginning of i fortune equally singular and ex- 
trafirdiaary. 

In the midst of this anxiety, Sir Malcolm Fleming had no anticipaUon 
that the lady whom he had heretofore rejected was igain thrown into his 
pnth, after years of absence; still less, iv hen daylight gave him a partial 
view of his fair companion's countenance was he prepared to believe that 
he was once again to term himself the champion of Margaret de Hautlieu, 
but it was so. The lady, on that direful morning when she retired from the 
church of Douglas, had not resolved (indeed what lady ever did ?) to re- 
nounce, without some struggle, the beauties which she had once possessed. 
A long process of time, employed under skilful hands, had succeeded in 
obliterating the scars which remained as the marks of her fall. These were 
now consiiftrably effaced, and the lost organ of sight no longer appeared 
so great a blemish, concealed, as it was, by a black ribbon, and the arte of 
the tirewoman, who made it her business to shadotv it over by a lock of hair. 
In a word, he saw the same Margaret de Hantlieu, with no very different 
style of expression from that which her face, partaking of the high and 
passionatfl character of her soul, had always presentod. It seemed to both, 
therefcre, that their fate, by bringing them together after a separation which 
appeared so decisive, had intimated its Jiat that their fortunes were insepa- 
rable from each other. By the time that the summer aun hod climbed high 
in the heavens, the two travellers rode apart from their retinue, conversing 
together with an eagerness which marked the important matters of discus- 
sion between them ; and in a short time it was made generally known 
through Scotland, that Sir Malcolm Fleming and the Lady Margaret de 
Hautfieu vrere to be united at the court of the good King Rubert, and the 
husband invested with the honours of Biggar and Cumbernauld, an earldom 
BO long known in the family of Fleming. 

The gentle reader is acquainted, that these are, in all probabili^, the last 
tales which it will be the lot of the Author to submit to the public. He is 
now on tho eve of visiting foreign parts ; a ship of war is commissioned by 
its Eoyal Master to carry the Author of Waverley to climates in which he 
may possibly obtain such a restoration of health as may serve him to spin 
his thread to an end in his own country. Had he continued to prosecute 



.eubyGoOgIC 



384 WAVERLEY NOVELS. 

hie usual liforary labours, it sooma indeed probable, tliat at tbe term of 
yeara he has alreadj attained, the bowl, to use the pathetin language of 
Sisripture, would have been broken at the fountain ; and little can one, who 
has enjojed oo the whole an uncommon share of the most ineBtimable of 
worldly blessings, be entitled to complain, that life, advanciog to ita period, 
should he attended with its usual proportions of shadows and storms. 
They have afiected him at least in no more panful manner than is insepa- 
rable from the diachar^ of this part of 'the debt of humanity. Of those 
whoso relation to him id the ranks of life might have ensured him their 
Byrapathy under indisposition, many are now no more ; and those who may 
yot follow in his wake, are entitled to expect, in bearing inevitable evils, an 
example of firmness and patience, more especially on ttie part of one who 
has enjoyed no small good fortune during the course of his pilgrimage. 

The public have claims on hie gratitude, for which the Author of Waverley 
has no adequate means of espressioo ; buthemay be permitted to hope, that 
the powers of his mind, such as they are, may not have a different date 
from those of his body ; and that he may again meet hia patronising friends, 
if not exactly in his old fashion of literature, at least in some branch, 
which may not call forth the remark, that — 

ABBOtsFOBD, SepteKber, 1831. 
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MY AUNT MAEGARET'S MIEROB 



INTRODUCTION,— (1831.) 

The species of jjnblication which has come to be generally known by tlio 
title of Annual, being a miscellany of prose and verse, equipped with nome- 
roua engravings, and pat forth erery year about ChristoiaB, had flourlfihed 
for a long while in Germany, before it was imitated in this country bj an 
enterprising bookaelier, a German bj birth, Mr. Aokermann. The rapid 
suocBsa of his work, as is the cuBtom of the time, gave birth bo a host of 
rivals, and, among others, to an Annual styled The Keepsake, tlie first 
volume of which appeared in 1828, and attracted much nollee, chiefly in 
consequence of the very uncommon splendour of its illustrative accompani- 
ments. . The espenditare which the spirited proprietors lavished on this 
magnificent volume, is understood to have been not leas than from ten to 
twelve tboueand ponnds sterling ! 

Various gentlemen, of sueh literary reputation that any one might think 
it an honour to be associated with them, had heen announced as contribu- 
tors to this Annual, before application was made to mo to assist in it; and 
I aooordingly planed with much pleasure at the Editor's disposal a few frag- 
ments, originally designed to have heen worked into the Chronicles of the 
Canongate, besides a MS. Drama, the long-neglected performance of my 
youthful days, — the House of Aspen. 

The Keepsake for 1828 included, however, only three of these little prose 
tales — of which the first in order was that entitled "My Aunt Margaret's 
Mirror," By way of introduction to this, when now included in a general 
collection of my lucubrations, I have only to say that it is a mere ti'anscript, 
or at least with very little embellishment, of a story that I remembered 
being sbruck with in my childhood, when told at the fireside by a lady of 
eminent virtues, and no inconsiderable share of talent, one of the ancient 
and honourable house of Swinton, She was a kind relation of my w d 
met her death in a manner so shocking, being killed in a fit f ty by 

a female attendant who had been attached to her person for half 1 f t m 
that I cannot now recall her memory, child as I was when th t tr ph 
oocurred, without a painful reawakening of perhaps the fit g f 
horror that the scenes of real life stamped on my mind. 

This good spinster had in her composition a strong vein of th p t 
tious, and was pleased, among other fancies, to read alone in h h b 
by a taper fised in a candlestick which she had formed out of a human 
skoll. One night, this strange piece of (nrniture acquired suddenly the 
power of locomotion, and, after performing some odd circles on her chimney- 
piece, fairly leaped on the fioor, and continued to roll about the apartment. 
Mrs. Swinton calmly proceeded to the adjoining room for another light, and 
had the satisfaction to penetrate the mystery on the spot. Eats abounded 
in the ancient building sho inhabited, and one of those had managed to 
Vol. XII.— 25 2h (385) 
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:e itself within her favourite memenlo raori. Though thus endowed 
with a' mora than feminine share of nerve, she entertained largely that 
belief in supernaturals, which in those times was not considered as sitting 
ungraoefully on the grave and aged of her condition ; and the strry of tlie 
Magic Mirror was one for which ehe vouched with paitjculai conhdeni-e, 
alleging indeed that one of her own family had been an eye-witnesa of the 
incidents recorded in it, 

Stoiies enow of much the same cast will present themselves to the recol- 
lection of such of my readers as have ever dabbled in a species of lore ia 
which I certainly gave more hours, at one period of my life, than I should 
gain any credit by confessing. 
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My Aunt Margaret was one of that respected sisterhood, upon whom 
devolve all the tronbte and solicitude incidental to the possession of children, 
excepting only that ivhioh attends their entrance into the world. We were a 
large family, of very different dispositions and constitutions. Some were 
dull and peevish — they were sent to Aunt Margaret to ho amused; some 
were rude, romping, and boisterous — they were sent to Aunt Margaret to 
he kept quiet, or rather that their noise might be removed out of hearing; 
those who were indisposed were sent with the prospect of being nursed — 
those who were stubborn, with the hopo of their being subdued by the 
kindness of Annt Margaret's discipline ; in short, she had all the various 
duties of a mother, without the credit and dignity of the maternal charac' 
ter. The busy scene of her various cares is now over — of the invalids and 
the robust, the kind and the rough, the peevish and pleased children, who 
thronged her little parlour from morning to night, not one now remains 
alive but myself; who, afflicted by early infirmity, was one of the most de- 
licate of her nurslings, yet nevertheless, have ouuived them all. 

It is still uiy CDstom, and shall be so while I have the use of my limbs, 
to visit my respeoted relation at least three times a-week. Her abude is 
about half a mile from the suburbs of ^e town in which I reside ; and is 
accesaible, not only by the high-road, from which it stands at some dis- 
tance, but hy means of a greensward footpath, leading throuo;h some pretty 
meadows. I have so little left to torment me in li£, that it is one of my 
greatest vexations to know that several of these sequestered fields have 
been devoted as sites for building. In that which is nearest the town, 
wheelbarrows have been at work for several weeks in such numbers, that, I 
verCy believe, ita whole surface, to the depth of at least eighteen inches, 
was mounted in these monotroohs at the same moment, and in the act of 
being transported from one place to another. Huge triangular piles of 

Elanks are also reared in different parts of the devoted messuage; and a 
ttle group of trees, that still graee the eastern end, which rises in a gentle 
ascent, have just received warning to quit, expressed by a daub of white 
paint, and are to give place to a curious grove of chimneys. 

It would, perhaps, hurt others in my situation to reflect that this little 
range of pasturage once belonged to my father, (whose family was of some 
consideration in the world,) and was sold by patches to remedy distresses 
in ■which, he involved himself in an attempt bv commercial adventure to 
■ •-'- ■' -■ ■ "'■' ■'- ' "" ^ '- full 
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operation, this eiveumstiuiGs vras often pointed out to mo by the class of 
friends who are anxious that no part of jour misfortunes sbonld escape 
your observation, " Sueh pasture^'oiind ! — lying at the very town's end — ■ 
lU turnips and potatoes, the parks would bring 202. per acre, and if leased 
for builaing— On, it was a cold wine ! — And i3l sold for an old song out of 
the ancient possessor's hanas I" My comforters cannot bring mo to repine 
much on-this BUbjeot. If I could be allowed to look back on the past with- 
out interruption, I could willingly give up the enjojment of present income, 
and the hope of future profit, to those who haye purchased whiit my father 
sold. I regret the alteration of the ground only because it destroys asso- 
ciations, and I would more willingly (I think) see the Earl's Closes in the 
bands of strangers, retaining their silvan appearance, than know them for 
my own, if torn up by agriculture, or covered with buildings. Mine are 
the sensations of poor Logan ; 






I hope, however, the threatened devastation will not be consummated in 
my day. Although the adventurous spirit of times short while since passed 
gave rise to the undertaking, I have been encouraged to think, that the sub- 
sequent changes have so far damped the spirit of speculation, that the rest 
of the woodland footpath loading to Aunt Margaret's retreat will be left 
undistorbed for her time and mine. I am- interested in this, for every step 
of the way, after I have passed through the green already mentioned, has 
for me something of early remembrance : — There is the sti'e at which I can 
recollect a cross child's-mmd upbraiding me with my infirmity, as she lifted 
me coarsely and carelessly over the flinty steps, which m^ brothers traversed 
with shout and bound, I remember the suppressed bitterness of the mo- 
ment, and, conscious of my own inferiority, the feeling of envy with which 
I regarded the easy movements and elastic steps of my more happily formed 
bretnren. Alas I these goodly barks have all perished on life's wide ocean, 
and only that which seemed so little seaworthy, as the naval phrase goes, 
has reached the port when the tempest is over. Then there is the pool, 
where, manoeuvring oar little navy, constructed out of the broad water 
flags, my elder broUier fell in, and was scarce saved from the watery 
element to die under Nelson's banner. There is the hazel copse also, in 
which my brother Henry used to gather nuts, thinking little that he was to 
die in an Indian jungle in quest of rupees. 

There is so much more of remembranoe about the little walk, that — as I 
stop, rest on my crutch-headed cane, and look round with that species of 
comparison between the thing I vras and that which I now am — it almost 
induces me to doubt my own identity ; until I find myself in face of the 
honeysuckle porch of Aunt Margaret's dwelling, with its irregularity of 
front, and its odd projecting latticed windows ; where tlie workmen seem 
to have made a study that no one of them should resemble another, in form, 
size, or in the old-fashioned stone entablature and labels which adorn them. 
This tenement, once the manor-house of Earl's Closes, we still retain a 
slight hold upon ; for, in somo family arrangements, it had been settled 
upon Annt Margaret during the term of her life. Upon this frail tenure 
depends, in a great measure, the last shadow of the family of Bothwoll of 
Earl's Closes, and their last slight connection with their paternal inherit- 
ance. The only representative will then be in infirm old rain, moving not 
unwillingly to the grate whn.h hia dovouiel all thit were dear to his 
aflections 
When I have indulged such thoughts for a minute or two, I enter the 
which IS said to have been the gateh ise niv of the original 
; and find one bting on whom time stems to h-ne made little im^ 
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preBHion ; for the Auat Margaret of to-daj bears tlie same proportional ago 
to the AuDt Margaret of my early youth, that the hoy of ten years old doea 
to the man of (by'r Lady I) Home fiftj-ais years. The old kdj'e invariable 
costurae baa doubtless some share in confirming one in the opinion, that 
time has stood Btill with Aunt Margaret. 

The brown or ohoeolate-oolonred eilk gown, with ruffles of the same stuff 
■at the elbow, within whieb are others of Mechlin lace — the black silk gloves, 
or mitts, the white hwr combed back upon a roll, and the cap of spotless 
'caiubrie, which closes around the venerable countenanee, as they were not 
the costume of 1780, so neither were they that of 1826 ; they are aito^tber 
a style peculiar to the individual Aunt Margaret. There she stilt sits, aa 
she sat thirty years since, with her wheel or the stocking, which she works 
by the fire in winter, and by the window in summer ; or, perhaps, venturing 
as far as the porch in an unusually fine summer evening. Her frame, like 
some well-con strnoted piece of mechanics, still performs the operations for 
which it had seemed destined; §oing its round with an activity which is 
gradually diminished, jet indicating no probability that it will soon ooine 
to a period. 

The solicitude and affection which had made Aunt Margaret the willing 
slave to the inflictions of a whole nursery, have now for their object the 
health and comfort of one old and infirm man, the last remaining relative 
of her family, and the only one who can still find interest in the traditional 
stores which she hoards as some miser hides the gold which he desires that 
no one should enjoy after his death. 

My conversation with Aunt Margaret generally relates little either to the 
present or to the future: for the passing day we possess as much as wo 
reciuire, and we neither of us wish for more ; and for that which is to fol- 
low wa have on this side of the grave neither hopes, nor fears, nor anxiety. 
We therefore naturallj; look back to the past ; and forget the present fallen 
fortunes and deolined importance of our family, in reciLliug die hours when 
it was wealthy and prosperous. 

With this slight mtroduction, the reader will know as much of Aunli 
Margaret and her nephew as is necessary to comprehend the following con- 
versation and narrative. 

Last woek, when, late in a summer evening, I went to call on the old lady 
to whom m^ reader is now introduced, I was received by her with all her 
usual affection and benignity ; while, at the same time, she seemed abstracted 
and disposed to silence. I asked her the reason. " They have been clear- 
ing out the old ohapei," she said; "John Clayhudgeons .havinfj, it seems, 
discovered that the stuff within — being, I suppose, the remains of our 
ancestors — was excellent for top-dressing the meadows." 

Here I started up with mora alacrity than I have displayed for some 
years ; but sat down while my aunt added, laying her hand upon my sleeve, 
"The chapel has been long considered as common ground, my dear, and 
used for a penfold, and what objection can wa have to the man for employ- 
ing what ia his own, to his own profit! Besides, I did speak to him, and 
he very readily and civilly promised, that, if he found bones or monuments, 
they should be carefully respected and reinstated ; and what more could I 
ask? So, the fii'st stone they found bore the name of Mar^ret BothwelJ, 
1585, and I have caused it to be laid carefully aside, as I think it betokens 
death ; and having served my namesake two hundred years, it has just been 
cast up in time to do me the same good turn. My house has been long put 
in order, as far aa the small earthly concerns require it, but who shall say 
that their account with Heaven is sufflcientlj revised V 

" After what you have said, aunt^" I replied, " perhaps I ought to take 

■my hat and go away, and so 1 should, but that there ia on this occasion a 

little alloy mingled with our devotion. To think of death at all times is a 

duty — to suppose it nearer, from the Ending of an old gravestone, is super- 

2h2 
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stJtion ; and you, with your strong useful uommon sense, which wna so lone 
the prop of a fallen family, are the last person whom i should have suspeotod 
of suoh weakness." 

" Neither would I have deserved your BuspieionB, kinsman," answered 
Annt Margaret, " if we were speating of any incident occurring in tha 
actual huBineas of human life. But for all this I have a sense of supersti- 
tion about me, which I do not wish to part with. It is a feeling -which 
se]}aral«3 me from this age, and links me with that to which I am hastening ; 
and even when it seems, as now, to lead me to the brink of the grave, and 
hids me gaze on it, I do not love that it should he dispelled. It soothes my 
imagination, without influencing my reason or conduct." 

"I profess, my good lady," replied I, " that had any one but yon made 
such a declaration, I should have thought it as capricious as that of the 
clergyman, who, without vindicating his false reading, preferred, from 
habit's sake, his old Mumpsimus to the modern Sumpsimus." 

"Well," answered my aunt, "I must explain my inconaistanoy in this 
particular, by ooraparing it to another. I am, as you know, a piece of that 
old-fashioned thing called a Jacobite ; but I am so in sentiment and feeling 
only ; for a more loyal subject never joined in prayers, for the health and 
wealth of George the Fourth, whom God long preserve ! But 1 dare say 
that kind-hearted sovereign would not deem that an old woman did him 
much injury if she leaned back in her arm-chair, just in such a twilight as 
this, and thought of the high-mettled men, whose sense of duty called them 
to arms against his grandfather; and how, in a cause which they deemed 
that of their rightful prince and country. 

Do not come at such a moment, when my head is full of plaids, pibroohs, 
and claymores, and ask my reason to admit what, I am afraid, it cannot 
deny — I mean, that the public advantage peremptorily demanded that these 
things should cease to exist. I cannot, indeed, refuse to allow the justice 
of your reasoning ; but yet, being convinced against my will, you will gain 
little by your motion. You might as well read to an infatuated lover the 
catalogue of his mistress's imperfections ; for, when he has been compelled 
to listen ta the summary, you will only get for answer, that, 'ha lo'es her 
a' the better.' " 

I was not sorry to have changed the eloomy train of Aunt Margaret's 
thoughts, and replied in the same tone, "Well, I can't help being persuaded 
that our good king is the more sure of Mrs. Bothwell's loyal affection, that 
he has the Stuart right of birth, as well as the Act of Succession in his 
favour," 

" Perhaps my attachment, wore its source of consequence, might be found 
warmer for the union of the rights you mention," said Aunt Margaret; 
"but, upon my word, it would be as siiicoro if the king's right were founded 
only on the will of the nation, as declared at the Kevolution. I am none of 
your jure dildno folk." 

" And a Jacobite notwithstanding." 

" And a Jacobite notwithstanding ; or rather, I will give you leave to call 
me one of the party which, in Queen Anne's time, were called Whimsicah; 
because Uiey were sometimes operated upon by feelings, sometimes by prin- 
ciple. After all, it is very hard that you will not mlow an old woman to 
be as inconsistent in her political sentiments, as mankind in general show 
themselves in all the various courses of life ; since you cannot point out one 
of them, in which the passions and prejudices of those who pursue it are 
not perpetually carrying us away from the path which our reason points out." 

"True, aunt ; but you are a wilful wanderer, who should be forced back 
into the light path." 
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"Spare me, I entreat you," ro plied Aunt Miirgarot. "Yc 
tlie Galio Bong, thougli I dare say I mispronounce the words— 



, 1 what jour faTourito Wordsworth calls ' 
mind,' are worth all the rest of my more actire days. Then, instead of 
looking forwards as I did in youth, and forming for myself fairy palaces, 
upon the yerge of the grfi^o, l turn my eyes backward upon the daja and 
manners of my hetter time ; and the sad, yet soothing recollections come so 
close and interesting, that I almost think it sacrilege to be wiser, or more 
rational, or less prejudiced, than those to whom I looked up in my younger 
years." 

" I think I now understand what you mean," 1 answered, " and can com- 
prehend why you should occasionally prefer the twilight of illuaion to the 
steady light of reason." 

" Where there is no task," she rejoined, " t» be performed, we may sit in 
the dark if we like it — if we go to work, we must ring for candles." 

"And amidst such shadowy and doubtful light," continued I, "imagina- 
tion frames her enchanted and enchanting visions, and sometimes passes 
them upon the senses for reality." 

" Yes," said Aunt Margaret, who is a well-read woman, " to those who 
resemble the translator of Tasso, 

It is not required for this purpose, that you should be sensible of the pain- 
ful horrors which an actual belief in such prodigies inflicts — such a belief, 
now-a-days, belongs only to fools and children. It is not necessary that your 
ears should tingle, andyour complexion change, like that of Theodore, at 
the approach of the spectral huntsman. All that is indispensable for tho 
enjoyment of the milder feeling of supernatural awe is, that you should be 
susceptible of the slight shuddering which creeps oyer you when ^ou hear 
a tale of terror — that well-vouched tale which the narrator, having first 
expressed his general disbelief of all such legendary lore, selecte and pro- 
duces, as having something in it which he haa been always obliged to give 
up as ine3plicable. Another symptom is, a momentary hesitation to look 
round you, when the interest of the narrative is at the highest; and the 
third, a desire to avoid looking into a mirror, when you are alone, in j^our 
chamber, for the evening. I mean such are signs which indicate the crisis, 
when a female imagination is in due temperature to enjoy a gliost story. I 
it pretend to describe those which express the same disposition in a 

jar aunt, of shunning the mirror, seems likely to 

__. jgst the feir sex." 

" You are a novice in toilet fashions, my dear kinsman. All women con- 
sult the looking-glass with anxiety before they go into company; but whea 
they return home, the mirror has not (he same charm. The die has been 
cast^the party has been sueoesaful or unsucoeBsful, in the impression which 
she desired to make. But, without going deeper into the mysteries of the 
dressing-table, I will tell you that I myself, like many otherhonest folk, do not 
like to see the blank biaok front of a large mirror in a room dimly lighted, 
and where the refioction of the candle seems rather to lose itself in the deep 
obscurity of the glass, than to be reflected back again info the anai'tment. 
That space of inky darkness seems to be a field for Fancy to play ner revels 
in. She may call an other features to meet us, instead of tho reflection of 
our own ; or, as in the spells of Hallowe'en, which we learned in childhood, 
some unknown form may be seen peeping over our shoulder. In short, 
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when I am in a gboat-eoeing humour, I make my handmaiden draw the 
green curtains over the mirror, hefore I go into the room, eo that she may 
have tiie first shock of the apparition, if there be any to be seen. Bat, to 
tell you the truth, this dielilie to look into a mirror in particular times and 
places, has, I believe, its original foundation in a story wliiob eanie to mo 
by tradition from my grandmother, who was a party concerned in the soena 
of which I wiJl now tell you." 



THE M I E R K. 



Cjmiihr tjiE /irst. 

Tou are fond [said my aunt) of sketches of the society which has passed 
away. I wish I could describe te you Sir Philip Eorestev, the " chartered 
libertine" of Scottish good company, about the end of the last century. I never 
saw him indeed ; hut my metner's traditions were full of his wit, gallantry 
and dissipation. This gay knigbt fiourished about the end of the l7th and 
beginning of the 18th eentui'y. He was the Sir Charles Easy and the Love- 
lace of his day and country; renowned for the number of duels he had 
fought, and the successful intrigues which be had carried on. The supre- 
macy which he had attained in the fashionable world was absolute ; and 
when wo combine with it one or two anecdotes, for which, "if laws were made 
for every degree," he ought certainly to have been hanged, the popularity 
of such a person really serves to show, either that the present tiroes are 
much more decent, if not more virtuous, than they formerly were ; or, that 
high breeding then was of more difficult attainment than that which is now 
60 called ; and, consequently, entitled the successful professor to a propOT' 
tionable degree of plenary indulgences and privileges. No beau of this day 
could have borne out so ugly a story as thiit of Pretty Peggy Grindstone, 
the miller's daughter at Sillermills — it had well-nigh made work for the 
Lord Advocate. But it hurt Sir Philip Forester no more than the hail hurts 
the hearth-stone. He was as well received in society as ever, and dined 
with the Duke of A the day the poor girl was buried. She died of heart- 
break. But that has nothing to do with my story. 

Now, you must listen to a single word upon kith, kin, and all^ ; I pro- 
mise you I will not be prolis. But it is necessary to the authenticity of my 
legend, that you should know that Sir Philip Forester, with his handsome 
person, elegant accomplishments, and fashionable manners, married the 

Jounger Miss Palconer of King's Copland. The elder sister of this lady- 
ad previously become the vrife of my grandfather, Sir Geoffrey Bothwell, 
and brought into our family a good fortune. Miss Jemima, or Miss Jemmie 
Falconer, as she was usually called, had also about ten thousand pounds 
sterling — then thought a very handsome portion indeed. 

The two sisters were estremely different, though each had their admirers 
while they remained single. Lady Bothwell had some touch of the old 
King's-Copland blood about her. She was bold, though not to the degree 
of audacity; ambitious, and desirous to raise her house and family; and 
was, as has been said, a considerable spur to my grandfather, who was 
otherwise an indolent man ; but whom, unless he has been slandered, his 
lady's influence involved in some political matters whioh had been more 
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vjee!y let alone. She was a TTOman of high principle, howayer, snd mas- 
culine good sense, as some of her letters testify, which are still in my wain- 
scot cabinet. 

Jemmia Falconer was the reverse of her sister in every respect. Her 
understanding did not reach ahovfi the ordinary pitch, if, indeed, she could 
he said to have attained it. Her beauty, while it lasted, consisted, in a great 
measure, of delicacy of complexion imd regviiarity of features, without any 
peculiar force of espresaion. Even these charms faded under the sufferings 
attendant on an ill-sorted match. She was passionately attached to her 
husband, hy whom she was treated ■with a cdlous, yet polite indifference, 
which, to one whose heart was as tender as her judgment was weak, waa 
niore painful perhaps than absolute ill-usage. Sir Philip was a voluptuary, 
that is, a compiefeiy selfish egotist, whose disposition and character resem- 
bled the rapier he wore, polished, keen, and brilliant, but inflexible and 
unpitying. As he observed carefully all the usual forms towards his lady, 
he had the art to deprive faer even of the compassion of the world ; and 
useless and nnavailing as that may be while actually possessed by the Suf- 
ferer, it is, to a mind like Lady Torester's, most painful to know she has 
it not. 

The tattle of society did its best to place the peccant husband above the 
suffering wife. Some called her a poor spiritless thing, and declared, that, 
with a fittle of her sister's spirit, she mignt have brought to reason any Sir 
Philip whatsoever, were it the termagant Faloonbridge himself. But the 
greater part of their aoquaintanoe affected candour, and saw faults on both 
sides; though, in fact, there only existed the oppressor and tbe oppressed. 
The tone of such critics was — " To be sure, no one will justify. Sir Philip 
Forester, but then we all know Sir Philip, and Jemmie Falconer miEht 
have known what she had to expect from the beginning. — What made her 
set her cap at Sir Philip ? — He would never have looked at her if she had 
not thrown herself at his head, with her poor ten thousand pounds. I am 
sure, if it is money he wanted, she spoiled bis mai'ket. I know where Sir 
Philip could have done much better. — And then, if she inould have the man, 
could not she try to make him more comfortable at home, and have his 
friends oftener, and not plague him with tbe squalling children, and take 
care all was handsome and in gogd style about the liousel I declare I 
think Sir Philip would have made a very domeatio man, with a woman who 
knew how to manage him." 

Now these fair critics, in raising their profound edifice of domestic feli- 
city, did not recollect that tbe corner-stone was wanting ; and that to receive 
good company with ^d cheer, the means of the banquet ou^ht to have 
been furnished by Sir Philip ; whose income (dilapidated as it was) was 
cot equal to tbe display of hospitality required, and, at tie same time, to 
tbe supply of the good knight's menux plaisirs. So, in spite of all that was 
so sagely suggested by female friends, Sir Philip carried his good-humour 
every where abroad, and left at home a solitary mansion and a pining 
spouse. 

At length, inconvenienced in his money affairs, and tired even of the 
short time which he spent in his own dull house. Sir Philip Porester deter- 
mined to take a trip to the Continent, in the capacity of a volunteer. It 
was then common for men of fashion to do so ; and our knight perhaps was 
of opinion that a touch of the military character, just enough to esalt, but 
not render pedantic, his qualities as a Tieau gareoti, was necessary to main- 
tain pOBsession of the elevated situation which he held in the ranks of 
fashion. 

Sir Philip's resolution threw his wife into agonies of terror, by which 
the worthy baronet was so much annoyed, that, contrary to his wont, he 
took some trouble to soothe her apprehensions ; and once more brought her 
to ahed tears, in which sorrow was not altogether unmingled with pleasure. 
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Lady Bothwell askad, aa a, fayour, Sit Philip's parmiaBion to receive hor 
Bister and hev family into her own house durinf! hia absence on the Conti- 
nent. Sir Philip readily aasented to a proposition which savad espenae, 
fiilenced the foolish people who might have talked of a deserted wife and 
family, and gratified Lady Bothwell, for whom he felt some respect, as for 
one who often spoke to hira, always with freedom, and sometimes with sere- 
ritj, without being deterred either by hia raillery, or the prestige of hia 
reputation. 

A day or two before Sir Philip's departure, Lady Bothwell took the liberty 
of asking him, in her sister's presence, the direct question, which his timid 
wife had often desired, hut never ventured, to put to him. 

" Pray, Sir Philip, what route do you take when you reach the Continent?" 
" I go from I*ith to Helvoet by a packet with advices." 
" That I comprehend perfectly," said Lady Bothwell dryly ; " hut you do 
not mean to remain long at Helvoet, I presume, and I should like to know 
what ia jcur next object?" 

" You aak me, mj dear lady," answered Sir Philip, " a question which I 
have not dared to aak myself. The answer depends on the fate of war. I 
shall, of course, go to headquarters, wherever they may happen to be for the 
time ; deliver my letters of introduction ; learn as much of the noble art 
of war aa may sufBce a poor interloping amateur; and then take a glance 
at the sort of thing of which we read so much in the Gazette," 

"And I trust, Sir Philip," said Lady Bothwell, "that you will remember 
that you are a husband and a father ; and that though you think fit to in- 
dulge this military fancy, you will cot let it hurrv you into dangers which 
it is certainly unnecessary for any save professional persons to enooan- 
teri" 

" Lady Bothwell does me too much honour," replied the adventurous 
knight, " in regarding such a ciroomstanoe with the slightest interest. But 
to soothe your flattering ansiety, I trust your ladyship will recollect, that I 
cannot espose to hazard the venerable and paternal character which you so 
obligingly recommend to my protection, without putting in some peril an 
honest fellow, called Philip Forester, with whom I have kept company for 
thirty years, and with whom, though some folk consider him a oosoomb, I 
have not the least desire to part." 

" Well, Sir Philip, you are the best judge of your own affiiirs ; I have 
little right to interfere — you are not my husband." 

"God forbid I" — said Sir Philip hastily ; instantly adding, however, "God 
forbid that I should deprive my friend Sir Geoffrey of bo ineatlmahle a 
troafluro." 

"But you are my sister's husband," replied the lady; "and I suppose 

you are aware of her present distress of mind ■ ■■" 

" If hearing of nothing else from morning to night can make me aware 
of it," said Sir Philip, "I should know something of the mntter." 

" I do not pretend to reply to your wit. Sir Philip," answered Lady Both- 
well, "but you must he sensible that all this distress is on auoount of 
apprehensions for your personal safety." 

" In that case, I am surprised that Lady Bothwell, at least, aliould give 
herself so much trouble upon so insignificant a subject,' 

" My sister's interest may account for my being anxious to learn some- 
thing of Sir Philip Forester's motions ; about which otherwise, I know, he 
would not wish me to concern myself. I have a brother's safety, too, to be 

" You mean Major Falconer, your brother by the mother's side ; —What 
can he possiUj have to do with our present agreeable conversation ?" 

" You have had words together. Sir Philip," said Lady Bothwell. 

" Naturally ; we are connections," replied Sir Philip, " and aa suoh have 
always had the usu ' ' ' " 
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" That is an evasion of the aubjoct," answered the lady. " By words, I 
mean angry words, on the subject of your usago of your wife," 

" If," replied Sir Philip Torester, " you suppose Major Falconer simple 
enough to intrude his advice upon me, Lady Eothmell, in my domoslio 
matters, you are indeed warranted in helieving that I might posaihly be so 
far displeased with the interference, as to request him to reserve his advice 
till it was asked," 

" And, being on these terma, you are going to join the very army in which 
my brother Fslooner ia now serving?" 

" No man knows the path of honoor better than Major Falconer," said 
Sir Philip. " An aspirant after fame, like me, cannot chose a better guido 
than Ilia footsteps." 

Lady Bothwell rose and went to the window, the tears gushing from her 

" And this heartless raillery," she said, " is all the consideration that is 
to be given to our apprehensions of a quarrel which may bring on the most 
terrible consequences ? Good God ! of what can men's hearts be made, who 
can thus dally with the agony of otbora?" 

Sir Philip Forester was moved; he laid aside tho mocking tone in which 
he liad hitherto spoken. 

"Dear Lady Bothwell," he said, taking her reluctant hand, "we are 
both wrong: — you are too deeply serious; I, perhaps, too little. The dis- 
pute I had with Major Falconer was of no earthly consequence. Had any 
thing occurred betwiit us that ought to have been settled par voie dufait, 
as we Bay in France, neither of us are persons that are likely to postpone 
such a meeting. Permit me to say, that were it generally known that you 
or my Lady Forester are apprehensive of such a catastrophe, it might be 
the very means of bringing about what would not otherwise be liEely to 
happen. I know your good sense. Lady Bothwell, and that you will under- 
stand me when I say, that really my affairs require my absence for soma 
months; — this Jemima cannot understand; it is a perpetual recurrence of 
questions, why can you not do this, or that, or the third thing; and, when 
you have proved to her that her expedients are totally ineffectual, you have 
just to begin the whole round again. Now, do you tell her, dear Lady 
Bothwell, that you. are satisfied. She is, you must confess, one of those 
persons with whom authority goes farther than reasoning. Do bnt repose 
a little confidence in me, and you shall see how amply I will repay it." 

Lady Bothwell shook her head, as one but half satisfied. "How difficult 
it ia to estend confidence, when the basis on which it ought to rest has 
been so much shaken I But I will do my best to make Jemima easy ; and 
farther, I can only say, that for keeping your present purpose, I hold you 
responsible both to God and man." 

" Do not fear that I will deceive joo," said Sir Philip ; " the safest con- 
veyance to me will be through the general post-office, llelvoetsiuys, where 
1 will take care to leave orders for forwarding ray letters. As for falconer, 
our only encounter will be over a bottle of Burgundy 1 so make yourself 
perfectly easy on his score." 

Lady Bothwell could not make herself easy ; yet she was sensible that 
her sister hurt her own cause by iaJcing on, as the maid-servaots call it, too 
Tehementiy; and by showing before evei? sti-anger, by manner, and some- 
times by words also, a dissatisfaction with her husband's journey, that was 
to m t 1 and q lly certain to displease him. .But there 

a hlpfthdmtdss sion, which ended only with the day of 

Im yl ttllwth precision, the year in which Sir Philip 

F f w t Fl d but it was one of those in which the 

p p d th t dm ryfury; and many bloody, though in- 

d k m h w ± f,ht b twoen the French on the one aide, and 



.eJbyGoOgIC 



896 WAVEELEY NOVELS. 

the Allies on the other. In all our modern improieraents, there are none, 
perhaps, ^eatec than in the accuracy and speed with ifrhich intelligence ia 
transmitted from any scene of action to those in this country whom it may 
concern. During Marlborough's oampaigas, the sufferings of the many 
who had relations in, or along with, t,he army, were greatly augmentod 
hy the suspense in which they were detained for weeks, after they had 
heard of bloody battles in which, in all probability, those for whom their 
bosoms throbbed with anxiety had been personally engaged. Amongst 
those who were most agonized by this state of uncertainty, was the — I had 
almost 8wd deserted — wife of the gay Sir Philip Forester, A single letter 
liad informed her of his arrival on Uie Continent — no others were received. 
One notice occurred in the newspapers, in which Volunteer Sir Philip Fores- 
ter was mentioned as having l)een entrusted with a dangerous reconnois- 
sance, which he had executed with the greatest courage, desterity, and 
intelligence, and received the thanks of the commanding officer. The sense 
of his having acquired distinction brought a momentary glow into the 
lady's pale cheek ; but it was instantly lost in ashen whiteness at the 
recollection of his danger. After this, they had no news whatever, neither 
from Sir Philip, nor even from their brother Falconer, Tho case of Lady 
Forester was not indeed different from that of hundreds in the same situa- 
ti-on ; but a feeble mind is nocesaarily an irritable one, and the suspense 
which some bear with constitutional indifference or philosophical resigna- 
tion, and some with a disposition to believe and hope the best, was intole- 
rable to Ladj Forester, at once solitary and sensitive, low-spirited, and 
devoid of strengtli of mind, whether natural or acquired. 



Cliaphr tliE Ittnii^. 



As she received no farther news of Sir Philip, whether directly or indi- 
rectly, hia unfortunate lady began now to feel a sort of consolation, even in 
those careless habits which haa so often given her pain. "He is so thought- 
less," she repeated a hundred ttmea a day to her sister, "he never writes 
when things are going on smoothly ; it ia his way ; had any thing happened 
he would have informed us." 

Lady Botkwell listened to her sister without attempting to console her. 
Probably she might be of opinion, that even the worst intelligence which 
could be received from Flanders might not be without some touch of conso- 
lation ; and that the Dowager Lady Forester, if so she was doomed to ba 
tailed, might have a source of happiness unknown to the wife of the gayest 
and finest gentleman in Scotland, This conviction became stronger as 
they learned from inquiries made at headquarters, that Sir Philip was no 
longer with tiie army ; though whether he had been taken or slain in some 
of those skirmishes which were perpetually occurring, and in which he 
loved to distinguish himself, or whether he had, for some unknown reason 
or caprioioQB change of mind, voluntarily left the service, none of his 
countrymen in the camp of the Allies could form even a conjecture. Mean- 
time his creditors at home became clamorous, entered into possession of his 
property, and threatened his parson, should he be rash enough to return to 
Scotland; These additional disadvantages aggravated I/ady Bothwell's 
displeasure against the fugitive husband ; while her sister saw nothing in 
any of them, save what tended to increase her grief for the absence of him 
whom her imagination now represented, — as it had before marriage, — 
galianCj gay, and afTectionate. 
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About this period there appeared in Edinbui^h a man of singular ap- 
pearance and pretensions. He woa commonly called the Padoon Doctor, 
from haTing received his education at that famous university. He was 
supposed to possess some 5-are i-eoeipts ia medicine, with which, it was 
affirmed, he had wrought remarkable cures. But though, on the one hand, 
the physicians of Edinburgh termed him an empiric, there were many 
persons, and among them some of the clergy, who. while thay admitted the 
truth of the cures and the force of his remedies, alleged that Doctor Baptisti 
Camiottj. made use of oharms and unlawful arts in order to obtain success 
in his praotiee. The resorting to him was even solemnly p h d g 'n t 
as a seeking of health from idol^, and a trustiue to the 1 In wh h wx. t 
come from Egypt. But the protection which the Padu n D t d 

f«im some friends of interest and consequence, enabled h m t t th e 
iraputsitions at defiance, and to assume, eyen in the ty f Ed 1 1 
famed as it was for abhorrence of witches and necro n tl dan 

gerons oharnoter of an expounder of futurity. It was at 1 gth mod 
that for a certain gratifloadon, which, of coarse, was not an n n d bl 
one, Doctor Baptisti DiLmiotti could tell the fate of the absent, and even, 
show bis visiters the personal form of their absent friends, and the action 
in whioh they were engaged at the moment This rumour came to the 
enrs of Lady Forester, who had reached that pitch of mental agony in which 
the sufferer will do any thing, or endure any thing, that suspense may bo 
converted into certainty. 

Gentle and timid in most oases, her state of mind made her equally 
obstinate and reckless, and it vnta with no small surprise and alarm that 
her sister, Lady Bothwell, heard her espress a resolution to visit this man 
of art, and learn from him the fate of her husband. Jjctdy Bothwell re- 
monsl^atod on the improbability that such pretensions as those of this 
foreigner could be founded on any thing but imposture. 

" r care not," said the deserted wife, " what degree of ridicule I may 
incur ; if there be any one chance out of a hundred that I may obtain some 
certainty of my husband's fate, I would not miss that chance for ■whatever 
else (ha world can offer me." 

Lady Bothwell next urged the unlawfulness of resorting to such sources 
of forbidden knowledge. 

" Sister," replied the sufferer, " he who is dying of thirst cannot refrain 
from drinking poisoned water. She who suffers under suspense must seek 
information, even were the powers whioh offer it unhallowed and infernal. 
I go to learo my fate alone; and this very evening wil! I know it: the 
sun that rises to-morrow shall find me, if not more happy, at least more 

"Sister," said Lady Bothwell, " if you are determined upon this wild 
step, you shall not go alone. If this man be an impostor, you may be too 
much agitated by your feelings to delect his viilany. If, which I cannot 
believe, there be any truth in wliat he pretends, you shall not be exposed 
alone to a communication of so esljaordinary a nature. I will go with 
you, if indeed you determine to go. But yet reconsider your project, and 
renounce inquiries which cannot be prosecuted witliout guilt, and perhaps 
without danger." 

Lady Forester threw herself into her sister's arms, and, clasping her to 
her bosom, thanked her a hundred times for the offer of her company ; 
while she declined with a melancholy gesture the friendly advice with 
which it was accompanied. 

When the hour of twilight arrived, — whioh was the period when the 
Paduan Doctor was understood to receive the visits of those who came to 
consult with him, — the two ladies left their apai^tments in the Canongateof 
Edinburgh, having their dress arranged like that of women of !in inferior 
description, and their plaids disposed around their faces as they were wort 
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by the same class; for, in those days of ariatooraey, the quality of the wearer 
was generally indicated by tlio manner in which her plaid was disposed, na 
well as by tlie fineness of iU texture. It was Lady Bothwell who had eug- 
gested this apeoiea of disguise, partly to avoid obaerration as they should go 
to the conjuror's house, and partly m order to make trial of his penetration, 
by appearing before him in a feigned character. Ludj Forester's servant, 
of tried fideUty, had been employed hy her to propitiate the Doctor by a 
suitable fee, and a etory intimating that a soldier's wife desired to Icnow the 
fate of her husband ; a subject upon which, in all probability, the saga woe 
very frequently consulted. 

To the last moment, when the palace clock struck eight, Lady Bothwell 
earnestly watched her sister, iu hopes that she might retreat from her raah 
undertaking; but as mildness, and even timidity, is capable at times of 
vehement and flsed purposes, she found Lady Forester resolutely unmoved 
and determined when the moment of departure arrived. Ill satisfied with 
the expedition, but determined not to leave her sister at sach a crisis. Lady 
Bothwell aooompanied Lady Forester through more than one obscure street 
and lane, the servant walking before, and acting aa their guide. At length 
he suddenly turned into a narrow court, and knocked at an arched door, 
which seemed to belong to a building of some antiquity. It opened, though 
no one appeared to act as porter; and the servant, stepping aside from the 
entrance, motioned the ladies to enter. They had no sooner done so, than 
it shut, and excluded their guide. The two ladies found themselves in a 
small vestibule, illuminated by a dim lamp, and having, when the door 
was closed, no communication ■with the external light or air. The door 
of an inner apartment, partly open, was at the farther side of the vesti- 
bule. 

" We roust not hesitate now, Jemima," said Lady Bothwell, and waited 
forwards into the inner room, where, surrounded by books, maps, philo- 
sophical utensils, and other implements of peculiar shape and appearance, 
thev found the man of art. 

There was nothing very peculiar in the Italian's appearance. He had 
the dark complexion and marked features of his country, seemed about 
fifty years old, and was handsomely, but plainly, dressed in a full suit of 
block clothes, which was then the universal costume of the medical pro- 
fession. Large wax-lighta, in silver sconces, illuminated the apartment, 
which was reasonably furnished. He rose aa the ladies entered; and, not- 
withstanding the inferioriiy of their dress, received them with the marked 
respect due to their quality, and which foreigners are usually punctilious 
in rendering to those to whom such honours are due. 

Lady Bothwell endeavoured to maintiun her proposed incognito ; and, 
as the Doctor ushered tliem to the upper end of the room, made a motion 
declining his courtesy, aa unfitted for their condition. " We are poor 
people, sir," she said ; " only my sister's distress has brought us to consult 
your worship whether " 

He smiled as he interrupted her — " I am aware, madam, of your sister's 
distress, and its cause ; I am aware, also, that I am honoured with a visit 
from two ladies of the highest consideration — Lady Bothwell and Lady 
Forester. If I could not distinguish them from the class of society whicn 
their present dress would indicate, there would be small possibility of my 
being able to gratify them by giving the information which they come to 
seek." 

" I can easily understand," said Lady Bothwell — — 

"Pardon my boldness to interrupt you, milady," cr ed the Ital an 
" your ladyship was about to eay, tiiat you could easily under tand that I 
had got possession of your names by moana of your do eat c But n 
thinking so, jou 4o injustice to the fidelity of your 6 vant ad I n ay 
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odd, to the skill of one who is also not loss your humble servant— Bap ti a ti 
Damiotti." 

"I have no intention to do either, sir," said LadyBothwell, mdntainiiig 
a tone of composure, though somewhat surprised, " but the situation is 
Bomething new to me. If you know who we are, you also know, sir, what 
brought us here." 

" Curiosity to know the fate of a Scottish gentleman of rank, now, or 
lately upon the Continent," answered the soer ; " his name is II Cavalioro 
Philippo Forester ; a gentleman who ha« the honour to be husband to this 
lady, and, with your ladyship's permission for using plain language, the 
misfortune not t<i value as it aeservos that inestimable advantage," 

Lady Porester sighed deeply, and Lady Bothwell replied — 

" Since you know our object without our telling it, the only question that 
remains is, whether you have the power to relieve my sister's anxiety ? " 

" I have, madam," answered the Paduan scholar ; " hut there is still a 
previoua inquiry. Have you the courage to behold with your own eyes 
what the Cavaliero Philippe Forester is now doing? or will you take it on 
my report?" 

" That question my sister must answer for herself," said Lady Both- 

"With my own eyes will I endure to 
show me," said Lady Forester, with tho si 
Blimnlated her since her resolution was taken upon this subject. 

"There may be danger in it." 

"If gold can compensate the risk," said Lady Forester, taking out her 

" I do not such things for the purpose of gain," answered the foreigner. 
" I dare not turn my art to such a purpose. If I ta,ke the gold of the 
wealthy, it is but to bestow it oa the poor ; nor do I ever accept more than 
the sum I have already received from your servant. Put up your purse, 
madam ; an adept needs not your gold." 

Lady Bothwell considering this rejection of her sister's offer as a mere 
trick of an empiric, to induce her to press a larger sum upon him, and 
■willing that the scene should be commenced and ended, offered some gold 
in turn, observing that it was only tfl enlarge the sphere of his charity 

" Let Lady Bothwell enlarge the sphere of her own chanty ' slid the 
Paduan, "not merely in giving of alms, in which I know she is not de 
ficient, but in judging the character of others; and let her oblige Baptisti 
Damiotti by believing him honest, till she shall discover him to be a knave 
Do not be surprised, madam, if I speak in answer to your thoughts rather 
than your expressions, and tell me once more whether you ha\e courage to 
look on what I am prepared ia show?" 

" I own, sir," said Lady Bothwell, " that your words strike me with some 
sense of fear ; but whatever my sister desires to witness, I will not shrink 
from witnessing along with her." 

"Nay, the danger only consists in the risk of your resolution failing 
jou. The sight can only last for the space of seven minutes and should 
you interrupt the vision by speaking a single word, not only would the 
charm be broken, but some danger might result to the spectators But if 
you can remain steadily silent for the seven minutes, yonr curiosity will 
be gratified without the slightest risk; and for this 1 will engage my 
honour." 

Internally Lady Bothwell thought the aecority was but an indifferent 
DDO; but she suppressed the suspicion, as if she had believed that the 
adept, whose dark features wore a half-formed smile, could in reality read 
eyen her most secret reflections. A solemn pause then ensued, until Lady 
Forester gathered courage enouj^h to reply to the physician i-, he tPiined 
himself, that she would abide with firmness and silence the sight w hich he 
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had promised to exhibit to them. Upon this, he made them a low obei- 
Banee, and eajiug ho went to prepare matters to meet their wish, left the 
apartmeoL Tha two Bisters, baud in baud, aa if seeking by that close union 
to divert any danger whieh mi^ht threaten them, sat down on two seats in 
immediate contact with each otner; Jemima seeking support in the manly 
and habitual courage of Lady Bothwell ; and sba, on the other hand, more 
agitated than she had expected, endeavouving to fortify herself by the 
desperate resolution which oiroumstances had forced her sister to assume. 
The one perhaps said to herself, that her sister never feared anything ; and 
the other might reflect, that what so feabla a minded woman as Jemima 
did not fear, could not properly be a subject of apprehension to a person 
of firmness and resolution like herself. 

In a few momenta the thoughts of both wore diverted from their own 
situation, by a strain of music bo singularly sweet and solemn, that, while 
it seemed calculated to avert or dispel any feeling unconnected with its 
harmony, increased, at the same time, the solemn excitation which the 
preceding interview was calcnlated to prodnce. 'ihe music was that of 
some instrument with which thoy were unacquainted ; but oircumstancea 
afterwards led my ancestress to believe that it was, that of the harmonica, 
which she heard at a much later period in life. 

When these heaven-born sounds had ceased, a door opened in the upper 
end of the apartment, and they saw Damiotti, standing at the head of two 
or three steps, sign to them to advance. His dress was ao different from 
that which he had worn a few minutes before, that thoy could hardly recog- 
nize him; and the deadly paleness of his countenance, and a certain rigidity 
of muscles, like that of one whose mind ia made up to soma strange and 
daring action, had totally changed the somewhat sarcastic expression with 
which he had previously regarded them both, and particularly Lady Both- 
well. Ho was barefooted, excepting a species of sandals in the antique 
fashion ; his legs were naked beneath the Knees ; above them he wore hose, 
and a doublet of dark crimson silk close to his body; and over that a flow- 
ing loose robe, something resembling a surplice, of snow-white linen ; his 
throat and neck were uncovered, and his long, straight, black hair was care- 
fully combed down at full length. 

As the ladies approached at his bidding, he showed no gesture of that 
ceremonious courtesy of which he had been formerly lavish. On the contrary, 
he made the signal of advance with an air of command ; and when, arm in 
arm, and with insecure steps, the sisters approached the spot where he 
stood, it was with a warning frown that he pressed his finger to his lips, aa 
if reiterating his condition of absolute silence, while, stalking before them, 
he led tlie way into the next apartment. 

This was a large room, hung with black, as if for a funeral. At the 
upper end was a table, or rather a species of altai', covered with the same 
lugubrious colour, on which lay divers objects resembling the usual imple- 
ments of sorcery. These objecte were not indeed visible as they advanced 
into the apartment ; for the light which displayed them, being only that of 
two expiring lamps, was extremely faint. The master — to use the Italian 
phrase for persons of this description — approached the upper end of the 
room witli a genaflexion like that of a Catholic to the orucibx, and at the 
same time crossed himself. The ladies followed in silence, and arm in arm. 
Two or three low broad steps led to a platform in front of the altar, or what 
resembled snob. Here the sage tcok his stand, and placed the ladies beside 
him, once more earnestly repeating by signs his injunctions of silence. 'Ihe 
Italian then, extending his bare arm from under his linen vestment, pointed 
with his forefinger to five large flambeaux, or torches, placed on each side 
of the altar. They took fire Buceessively at the approach of his band, or 
rather of his finger, and spread a strong light through the room. By this 
the visitors could discern that, on the seeming altar, were disposed two 
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Jinked swords laid erosswieo ; a large open book, ■which, they oonoeived to 
li8 a oopi) of the Holy Seriptures, but in a language to them unknown ; and 
teeide thia raysterioua voluma waa placed a human skull. But what struck 
the sistera most was a rei-y tall and broad mirror, whieh oceupied all the 
epace behind the altat, and, illumiDated by the lighted torches, reflected the 
mysterious articles whinh were laid upon it. 

The master then placed himaelf between the two ladies, and, pointing to 
the mirror, took each by the hand, but withont speaking a syllable. They 
gazed intently on the polished and sable spaoe ba which he had directed 
their atteutioii. Suddenly the surface assumed a new and singular appeai'- 
ancB. It no longer simply roflecfed the objects placed before it, but, as if 
it had self-contained scenery of ita own, objects began to appear within it, 
at first in a disorderly, indistinct, and miscellaueoua manner, like form 
arranging itself out of chaos; at length, in distinct and defined shape and 
symmetry. It was thua that, after some ehifling of light and darkness over 
tbe face of the wonderful ^lass, a long perspeetiye of arohea and columna 
began to arrange itself on its sides, and a vaulted roof on the upper part of 
it ; till, after many oseilktions, the whole vision gained a fixed and station- 
ary appearance, repreaenting the interior of a foreign church. The pillars 
were stately, and hung with seutoheons ; the arches were lofty and magnifi- 
cent; the floor waa lettered with funeral inscriptions. But there were no 
separate shrines, no images, no display of chalice or crucifix on the altar. 
It was, therefore, a Protestant church upon the Continent. A clergyman, 
dressed in the Geneva gown and band, stood by the communion-table, and, 
with the Biblo opened before him, and his clerk awaiting in the back- 
ground, seemed prepared to perform some service of the church to which he 
belonged. 

At len^h there entered the middle aisle of the building a numerous 
party, which appeared to be a bridal one, as a lady and geutlemaii walked 
first, hand in hand, followed by a large conoourso of persons of both sexes, 
gaily, nay richly, attired. The bride, whose features they could distinctly 
see, seemed not more than sixteen years old, and extremely beautiful. The 
bridegroom, for some seconds, moved rather with his shoulder towards them, 
and his face averted ; but his elegance of form and stop struck the sistera 
at once with the same apprehension. As he turned his face suddenly, it 
was frightfully realized, and they saw, in the gay bridegroom before thom. 
Sir Philip Forester. His wife uttered an imperfect exclamation, at the 
sound of which the whole scene stirred and seemed to separate. 

" I could compare it to nothing," aaid Lady Bothwell, while recounting 
the wonderful tale, " but to the dispersion of the reflection oflered by a deep 
and calm pool, when a stone is suddenly cast into it^ and the shadows 
become dissipated and broken." The master pressed both the ladies' handa 
severely, as if to remind them of their promise, and of the danger which 
they incurred. The exclamation died awaj on Lady Forester's tongue with- 
out attaining perfect utterance, and the scene in the glass, after the fluctua^ 
tjon of a minute, again resumed to the eye its former appearance of a real 
scene, existing within the mirror, as if represented in a picture, save that 
the figures were moveable instead of being stationary. 

The representation of Sir Philip Forester, now distinctly visible in form 
and feature, was seen to lead on towards the clergyman that beautiful girl, 
who advanced at once with diffidence, and voth a species of affectionate 
pride. In the meantime, and just as the clergyman had arranged the bridal 
company before him, and seemed about to commence the service, another 
group of persons, of whom two or three were officers, entered the church. 
They moved, at first, forward, as though they came to witness the bridal 
ceremony, but suddenly one of the officers, whose back was towards the 
spectators, detached himself from his companions, and rushed hastily 
towards the marriage party, when the whole of them turned towards him, 

Vol. XII.— 26 2 1 2 
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as if attracted by some exclamation which had aceonipanied bis adranco 
Suddenly the intruder drew his sword ; the bridegroom unsheathed his own, 
and made towards him ; swords were also di'ftwn by other individuals, both 
of the marriage party, and of those who had last entered. They fell into a 
Eort of ooofusion, the clergyman, and some elder and graver persons, labour- 
in apj a ently to keep the paaoe, while the hotter spirits oa both sides 
b an i h d their weapons. But now the period of brief space during which 
th thsayer, as he pretended, was permitted to exhibit his art, was 

a d The fumes again mixed together, and diasolred eradually from 
h at n ; the vaults and columns of the church rolled asunder, and 
d pp a ed ; and the front of the mirror reftected nothing save the blazing 
to h nd the melancholy apparatus placed on the aJtar or table before it. 

Ih d ctor led the ladies, who gteatly required his support, into the 
apa tm nt from whenee they came; where wine, -esseneea, and other means 
f to Dg suspended animation, had been provided daring bis absence. 
H n t ned them to chairs, which they ocoDpied in silence ; Lady Forester, 
n p t ular, wringing her hands, and casting her eyes up to heaven, but 
w tl ut peaking a word, as if the spell had been still before her eves. 

"And what we have seen is even now acting?" said Lady Bothwell, 
collecting herself with difficult. 

"That," answered Baptisti Damiotti, "I cannot justly, or with certainty, 
say. Bnt it is either now acting, or has been acted, during a short space 
before this. It is the last remarkable transaction in which the Cavaliei 
Forester has been engaged." 

Lady Bothwell then expressed anxiety concerning her sister, whose altered 
count-enance and apparent unoonsoiousnoss of ^vhat passed around her, 
excited her apprehenwons how it might be possible to eonvey her home. 

"I have prepared for that," answered the adept; "I have directed the 
servant to bring your equipage as near to this olace as the narrowness of the 
street will permit. Fear not for your sister ; but give her, when jou return 
home, this composing draught, and she will be better tc morrow-morning. 
Few," he added, in a melancholy tone, " leave this house as well in bealfli 
as they entered it. Such being the consequence of seeking knowledge by 
mysterious means, I leave yon to judge the condition of those who have the 
power of gratifying such irregular curiosity. Farewell, and forget not the 
potion." 

" I will give her nothing that comes from you," said Lady Bothwell ; " I 
have soon enough of your art already. Perhaps you would poison us both 
to conceal your own necromancy. But we are persons who want neither 
the means of mating our wrongs known, nor the assistance of friends to 
right them." 

"You have had no wrongs from me, madam," said the adept. "You 
sought one who is little grateful for such honour. Ho seeks no one, and 
only gives responses to those who invite and call upon him. After all, you 
have but learned a littie sooner the evil which you must still be doomed to 
endure. I hear your servant's step at the door, and will detain your lady- 
ship and Lady Forester no longer. The next packet froin the continent will 
explain what^ou have partly witnessed. Let it not, if I may advise, pass 
too suddenly into your sister's hands." 

So saying, he hid Lady Bothwell good-night. She went, lighted by the 
adept, to the vestibule, where he hastily threw a black cloak over hia sin- 
gular dress, and opening the door intrusted his visiters to the care of the 
servant. It was with difficulty that Lady Bothwell suetaiued her sister to 
the oarri^e, though it was only twenty steps distant. When they arrived 
at home, Lady Forester required medical assistanee. The physician of tha 
family attended, and shook his head on feeling her pulse. 

" Here has been," he said, " a violent and sudden shock on the norveSi 
I must know how it has happened." 
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Lady Botbweli odmitbed they had yiaited the conjuror, and that Ladj 
Forester had received some biid news respecting her husband, Sir Philip. 

" That rascally quack would make my fortuue were he to stay ia Edin- 
biii-gli," eaid the graduate ; " this ia the seventh nervous case I have heard 
of his making for me, and all by effect of terror." He nest examined the 
composing draught vrhich Lady Bothwell had unconsciously brought in her 
hand, tasted it, and pronounced it very gertoain to the matter, and what 
■would save an application to the apothecary, lie then paused, and looking 
at Lady Bothwell very significantly, at length added, " I suppose I must not 
^k Yoar ladyship anything about this Italian warlock's proceedings!" 

" Indeed, Doctor," answered Lady BothwoU, " I consider what passed as 
confidential ; and though the man may be a rogue, yet, as we were fools 
enough to consult him, we should, I think, be honest enough to keep his 
counsel." 

"Mar/ he aknave— come," siud tlie Doctor, "I am glad to hear your lady- 
ship allows such a possibility in any thing that comes from Italy." 

"What comes from Italy may be as good aa what comes from Hanover, 
Doctor. But you and I wili remain good friends, and that it may be so, we 
will say nothing of Whig and Tory," 

"Not I," said the Doctor, receiving his fee, and talcing his hat; "a Carolua 
serves my purpose as well aa a Willielmus. But I should like to know why 
old Lady ^int Rlngan's, and all that set, go about wasting their decayed 
lungs in puffingthis foreign fellow." 

"Ay — you had best set him down a Jesuit, aa Scrub says." On these 
tflrms they parted. 

The poor patient — whose nerves, from an extraordinary state of tension, 
hadatlen^h become related in as extraordinary a decree — continued to 
struggle With a sort of imbecility, the gtowth of superstitious tflrror, when 
the shocking tidings were brought from Holland, which fulfilled even her 
worst espectalaons. 

They were sent by the celebrated Earl of Stair, and contained the melan- 
oholy event of a duel betwist Sit Philip Forester, and his wife's half-brother. 
Captain Falconer, of the Scotch-Dutch, aa they were then called, ia wliich 
the latter had been killed. The cause of quarrel rendered the incident still 
more shocking. It aeemed that Sir Philip had left the army suddenly, in 
consequence of being unable to pay a very considerable sam, which he had 
lost to another volunteer at play. lie had changed his name, and taken up 
his residence at Rotterdam, where he had insinuated himself into the good 
gi'acea of an ancient and rich burgomaster, and, by his handsome person 
and graceful manners, captivated the affections of his only child, a very 
young peraon, of great beauty, and the heiress of much wealth. Delighted 
with the specious attractions of hia proposed son-in-law, the wealthy mer- 
chant — wnose idea of the British character was too high to admit of his 
taking any precaution to acquire evidence of his condition and circum- 
stances — gave his consent to the marriage. It was about to be celebrated 
in the principal church of the city, when it was interrupted by a singular 



Captain Falconer having been detached to Boftordam to bring up a part 
of the brigade of Scottish ausiliaries, who were in quarters there, a person 
of consideration in the town, to whom he had been formerly known, pro- 
posed to him for amusement to go to the high church, to see a countryman 
of his own married to the danghterof a wealthy burgomaster. Captain Fal- 
coner went accordingly, accompanied 1^ bis Dutcn acquaintance with a 
party of his friends, and two or three officers of the Scotch brigade. His 
astonishment may be oonoeived when he saw hia own brother-in-law, a mar- 
ried man, on the point of leading to the altar the innocent and beautiful 
creature, upon whom he was about to practise a base and unmanly deceit, 
He proclaimed hie villany on the spot, and the marriage waa interrupted of 
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course. But against the opinion of more thinking men, -who considered Sir 
Philip Forester aa having thrown himself out of the rank of men of honour. 
Captain Falconer admitted him to the privilege of such, accepted a chal- 
lenge from him, and ia the rencounter received a mortal ■wound. Such are 
the wajB of Heaven, mysterious in our eyes. Lady Forester never rocoTered 
the shock of this dismal intelligence. 

"And did this tragedy," said I, "take place esactlj at the time ■when 
the scene in the mirror was exhibited ?" 

" It is hard to be obliged to maim one's story," answered my aunt ; " but, 
to speak the truth, it happened some days sooner than the apparition was 
exhibited." 

" And so there remained a poesibility," said I, " that by some secret and 
speedy communication the artist might have received early intelligence of 
that iuoident." 

" The incredulous pretended so," replied my aunt. 

"What became of the adepti" demanded I. 

" Why, a warrant came down shortly afterwards to arrest him for high- 
treason, as an agent of the Chevalier St. George ; and Lady Bothwell, ro- 
colleotiog the hints which had escaped the Doctor, an ardent friend of the 
Protestant succession, did then oall to remembrance, that^this man was 
chiefly jfTone among the ancient matrons of her own political persnasion. 
It certainly seemea probable that intelligence from the continent, which 
could easily have been transmitted by an active and powerful agent, might 
have enabled him to prepare such a scene of phantasmagoria as she had 
herself witnessed. Yet tnere were so many difBculties in assigning a natu- 
ral explanation, that, to the day of her death, she remained in great doubt 
on the subject, and much disposed to cut the Gordian knot, by admitting 
the existence of sapernatural agency." 

" But, my dear aunt," said I, " what became of the man of skill 1" 

"Oh, he was too good a fortune-teller not to be able to foresee that his 
own destiny would be tragical if he waited the arrival of the man with tlie 
silver greyhound upon his sleeve. He made, as we say, a moonlight flitting, 
and was nowhere to be seen or heard of. Some noiee there waa about 

Sxpers or letters found in the house, but it died away, and Doctor Baptist! 
amiotti was soon as little talked of as Galen or Hippocrates." 
"And Sir Philip Forester," said I, " did he too vanish for ever from the 
public scene !" . , 

" No," replied my kind informer. " He was heard of onoo more, and it 

was upon a remarkable occasion. It ia aaid that we Scots, whon (here was 

such a nation in existence, have, among our full peck of virtuea, one or two 

little barleycorns of vice. In particular, it ia alleged that we rarely forgive, 

d f g t ny injuries received ; that we used to make an idol of our 

tm t as p r Iiady Constance did of her grief; and are addicted, aa 

B y ' ursing our wrath to keep it warm.' Lady Bothwell waa 

n t w th th feeling; and, I believe, nothing whatever, scarce ths 

t t f th Stuart line, could have happenea so delicious to her feel- 

g OS on tunity of being revenged on Sir Philip Forester, for the 

d p a d d bl njury which had deprived her of a sister and of a brother. 

B t th g fh n was heard or known till many a year had passed away." 

At 1 gth — ■ twaa on a Fastem's E'en (Shrovetide) assembly, at which the 

wh 1 fish 1 Edinburgh attended, full and frequent, and when Lady 

B thw 11 h d t amongst the lady patronesses, that one of the attendants 

y whispered into her ear, that a gentleman wished io speak 
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L an assembly-room? — he must be mad— Tell him v 
V morning." 
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" I Eftid ao, mj lady," answered the man ; " but ha desired me to give jou 
tbis paper." 

Sho undid the billet, whioh was covionsly folded and senled. It onlj 
bore the words, " Chi business of life OTid dealli," written in a hand which 
she had never seen before. Suddenly it occurred to ber, that it might con- 
cern the safety of some of her political frienda ; she therefore followed the 
messenger to a small apartment where the refreshmentB were prepared, and 
from which the general company was excluded. She found an old man, 
who, at hec approach, rose up and bowed profoundly. His appearance 
indicated a broken constitution ; and his dross, though sedulously rendered 
conforrainw to tho etiquette of a ball-room, was worn and tarnished, and 
hung in folds about his emaciated person. Iiady Bothwell was about to 
feel for her purse, espeoting to get nd of the supplicant at the espenae of 
ft little money, but some fear of a mistake arrested her purpose. She there- 
fore gave tho man leisure to explain himself. 

" I have the honour to speak with the Lady Bothwell V 

" I am Lady Bothwell ; allow me to say, that this is no time or place for 
long esplanations. — What are your commands with me V 

'.' Your ladyship," said the old man, " had once a siflter." 

" True ; whom I loved as my own soul." 

" And a brother." 

" The bravest, the kindest, the a 

" Both these beloved relatives you lost by the fault of a 
man," continued the stranger. 

" By the crime of an unnatural, bloody-minded murderer," said the lady 

" I am answered," replied the old man, bowing, as if t-o withdraw. 

" Stop, sir, I command yon," said Lady Bothwell. — " Who are you, that, 
at Euch a place and time, come to recall these horrible recollections? 1 
insist upon knowing." 

" I am one who intends Lady Bothwell no injury ; but, on the contrary, 
to offer her the means of doing a deed of Christian charity, which the world 
would wonder at, and which Heaven would reward; but I find her in no 
temper for such a sacrifice as I was prepared to ask," 

"Speak out, sir; what is your meaning?" said Lad^ Bothwoll. 

" The wretoh that has Wronged yon so deeply," rejoined the stmnger, " is 
now on hie death-bed. His days have been days of miserv, hia nights have 
been sleepless hours of anguish — yet he oannot die without your ibrgive- 
uees. His life has been an unremitting penance — yet he dares not part 
from his burden while your curses load his soul." 

" Tell him," said Lady Bothwell, sternly, *' to ask pardon of that Being 
whom he has ao greatly ofiended; not of &n erring mortal like himself 
What could my forpveness avail him!" 

" Much," answered tho old man. " It will be an earnest of that which 
he may then venture to ask from his Creator, lady, and from yours. Re- 
member, Lady Bothwell, yon too have a death-bed to look forward to; your 
soul may, all human souls must, feel the awe of facing tlie judgment seat, 
with the wounds of an untented conscience, raw, and rankling — what 
thought would it be then that should whisper, ' I have given no mercy, how 
then shall I ask it?' " 

" Man, whosoever thou mayst be," replied Lady Bothwell, " urge me not 
BO cruelly. It would bo but blasphemous hypocrisy ki utter with ray lips 
the words which every throb of my heart protests against. They would 
open the earth and give to light the wasted form of my sister — the bloody 
form of my murdered brother — forgive him! — Never, never 1" 

" Great God !" cried the old man, holding up his hands, " is it thus tho 
worms which thou hast called out of dust obey the commands of their 
Maker ? Farewell, proud and unforgiving woman. Esult that thou host 
added to a death in want and pain the agonies of religious despair; but 
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never again moolc HeaYen ty petitioning for the pardon 'which thou haat 
refused to grant." 

Ha was turning from her. 

" Stop," aho exclaimed ; " I ■will try ; yes, I will try to pardon him." 

" Gracious lodj," said the old man, " jou will reliere the over-hurdened 
eoal, which dare not sever itself from its sinful companion of earth without 
being at peace with you. What do I know — yonr forgiveness may perhaps 
preserve for penitence the drega of a wretched life." 

" Ha I" said the lady, aa a sudden light hroke on her, " it is the villain 
himself." And grasping Sir Philip Forester — for it was he, and no other — 
by the collar, she raised a cry of " Murder, murder I Seize the murderer 1" 

At an exclamation so singular, la such a place, the company thronged 
into the apartment, bat Sir Philip Forester was no longer there. Ha had 
forcibly extricated himself from Lady Bothwell's hold, and had run out of 
the apartment which opened on the landing-place of the stair. Thex-e 
seemed no escape in that direotion, for there wore several peraons coming 
up the steps, and others descending. But the unfortunate man was dea- 
perate. He threw himself over the balustrade, and alighted safely in the 
iobby, though a leap of fifteen feet at least, then dashed into the street and 
was lost in darkness. Some of the Bothwell family made pursuit, and, had 
they come up with the fugitive, they might have perhaps' slain him ; for in 
those days men's blood ran warm in their veins. But the police did not 
interfere ; the matter moat criminal having happened long since, and in a 
foreign land. Indeed, it was always thought, that this extraordinary scene 
originated in a hypocritical experiment, by which Sir Philip desired to 
ascertain whether be might return to hia native country in safety from the 
resentment of a family which he had injured so deeply. As the result fell 
out so contrary t« his wishes, he ia believed to have returned to the Conti- 
nent, and there died in exile. 

So closed the tale of the MrsTERious Misitoit. 
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THE LADY IN THE SACQUE. 



This Ib another little story, from the Keepsake of 182B. It was told to 
me many years ago, by the late Mias Anna Seward, wbo, among other 
aeoomplishmonts that rendered her an amusing inmate in a country house, 
had that of reconntiog oarratiTeB of this sort with very considerable effect; 
maeh greater, indeed, than any one would be apt to gness from the style of 
her written performances. There are liours and moods when moat people 
are not displeased to listen to auoh things ; and I have heard some of the 
greatest and wisest of my contemporaries take their share in telling them. 
Aagast, 1S3I. 



The following narrative is given from the pen. so fnr as memory permits, 
in the same character in which it was presented to the author's ear; nor 
has he claim to farther praise, or to be more deeply censured, than in pro- 
portion to the good or bad judgment which he baa employed in selecting 
his materials, as he has studiously avoided any attempt at ornament, which 
might interfere with the simplicity of the tale. 

At the same time, it must be aamitted, that the particular class of stories 
which turns on the marvellous, possesses a. stronger influence when told 
than when committed to print. The volume taken up at noonday, though 
rehearaing the same incidents, conveys a much more feeble impression than 
is achievM by the voice of the speaker on a circle of fireside audilora, who 
hang upon the narrative as the narrator details tjie minute incidents which 
serve to give it authenticity, and lowers hia voice with an affecl^tion of 
mystery while ho approaches the fearful and wonderful part. It was with 
ench advantages that the present writer heard the following event* related, 
more than twenty years since, by the celebrated Miss Seward, of Litchfield, 
who, to her numerous accomplishments, added, in a remarkable degree, the 
power of narrative in private conversation. In its present form, the tale 
mustneoesaarily lose all the intercRt which was attached to it, by the flexible 
voice and intelligent features of the gified narrator. Yet still, read aloud, 
to on undoubting audience by the doubtful light of the closing evening, or 
in silence, by a decaying taper, and amidst the solitude of a half-lighted 
apartment, it may redeem its character as a good ghost story. Miss Seward 
always afQrmed that she had derived her information from an authentic 
source, although she suppressed the names of tho two persons chiefly con- 
cerned. I will not avail myself of any particulars I may have since received 
concerning the localities of the detail, but suffer them to rest under the 

(«7> 
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Hame general tiesoription in whioh they were firsb related to me ; and, for 
the Bame reason, I will not add to, or diiaitiiEh tlie narrative, by any cireum- 
Btances, whether mote or less material, hut eimplj rehearse, as I heard it, 
a story of supernatural terror. 

Ahoot the end of the American war, when the officers of Lord Corn- 
wallia's array, which surrendered at York-town, and otliers, who had been 
made prisoners during the impolitio and ill-fated oontroTersy, were return- 
ing to their own coantry, to relate their adventures, and repose themselves 
after their fatigues; there was amongst them a general ofSuer, to whom 
Miss S. gave the name of Browne, but meroly, as I understood, to save the 
ineonvenience of introducing a nameless agent in the narrative. He was 
an officer of merit, as well aa a gentleman of high consideiraition for family 
and attainments. 

Some business had carried General Browne upon a tour through the 
western counties, when, in the conclusion of a momiog stage, he found 
himself in the vicinity of a small country town, whioh presented a scene of 
uncommon beauty, and of a oharaater peculiarly Englisn. 

The little town, with its stately church, whose tower bore testimony to 
the devotion of ages long past, lay amidat pasture and corn-fields of smdl 
extent, but hounded and divided with hedge-row timber of great age and 
siM, There were few marks of modern improvement. The environs of 
the place intimated neither the solitude of decay, nor the hustle of novelty ; 
the houses were old, but in good repair ; and the beautiful little river mur- 
mured freely on its way to the left of the town, neither restrained by a dam, 
nor bordered by a towing-path. 

Upon a gentle eminence, nearly a mile to the southward of the town, 
were seen, amongst many yenorabie oaks and tangled thickets, the turrets 
of a castle, as old as the wars of York and Lancaster, but which seemed to 
have received important alterations during the age of Elizabeth and her 
successors. It had not been a. place of great size ; but whatever accommo- 
dation it formerly afforded, was, it must be supposed, still to be obtained 
within its walls ; at least, such was the inference which General Browne 
drew from obaerving the smoke arise merrily from several of the ancient 
wreathed and carved chimney-stalks. The wall cf the park ran alongside 
of the highway for two or three hundred yards; and through the different 
points by which the eye found glimpses into the woodland scenery, ic seemed 
to be well stocked. Other points of view opened in succession ; now a full 
one, of the front of the old casUc, and now a aide glimpse at its particular 
towers; the former rich in all the bizarrerie of the Elizabethan school, 
while the simple and solid strength of other parts of the building aeemed 
to show that they had been raised more for defence than ostentation. 

Delighted with the partial glimpses which he obtained of the castle through 
the woods and glades by which this ancient feudal fortress was surrounded, 
onr military traveller was determined to inquire whether it might not deserve 
a nearer view, and whether it contained family pictures or other oljjects of 
curiosity worthy of a atranger'a visit; when, leaving the vicinity of the 

5 ark, be rolled through a clean and well-paved street, and stopped at the 
oor of a well-frequented inn. 

Before ordering horses to proceed on his journey, General Browne made 
inquiries concerning the proprietor of the chateau which had so attracted 
bis admiration, and was equally surprised and pleased at hearing in reply 
a nobleman named whom we ahall call Lord WoodviUe. How fortunate I 
Much of Browne's early recollection a, both at school and at college, bad 
been connected with young Woodville, whom, by a few questions, ne now 
ascertained to be the same with the owner of this fair domain. He had 
been raised to the peerage by the decease of his father a few months before, 
and, as the General learned from the landlord, the term of mourning being 
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ended, was now taking possession of his paternal estate, in the jovial season 
of merry autumn, accompanied by a select party of friends to enjoy the 
sports of a oonntry famous for game. 

This was delightful news to our traveller. Frank Woodville had been 
Eiohatd Browne's fag at Eton, and his chosen intimate at Christ Church ; 
their pleasures and their tasks had been the same ; and the honest soldier's 
heart warmed t» find his early friend in possession of so delightful a resi- 
dence, and of an estate, as the landlord assured liimwith a nod and a wink, 
fully adequate to maintain and add to his dignity. Nothing was wore 
natural tfian that the traveller should suspend a journey, which there was 
nothing to render hurried, to pay a visit to an old friend under such agree- 
able circumstances. 

The fresh horses, therefore, bad only the brief task of cpnveying the 
General's travelling carriage to Woodville Castle. A porter admitted them 
at a modern Gothio Lodge, built in that style to correspond with the Castle 
itself, and at the same time rang a bell to give warning of the Approach of 
visitors. Apparently the sound of the bell had suspended the separation 
of the company, bent on the various amusements of the morning; for, on 
entering the court of the chateau, several young men were loungm^ about 
in their sporting dresses, looking at, and criticising, the dogs which the 
keepers held in readiness to attend their pastime. As^Qeneral Browne 
alighted, tlie young lord came to the gate of the hall, and for an instant 
gazed, as at a stranger, upon the countenance of his friend, on which war, 
with, its fatigues and its wounds, had made a great alteration. But the 
uncertainty lasted no longer than till the visitor had spoken, and the hearty 
greeting which followed was such as can only be eschanged betwist those 
who have passed together the merry days of careless boyhood or early youth. 

" If I could have formed a wish, my dear Browne," said Lord Woodville, 
"it would have been to have you here, of all men, upon this occasion, which 
my friends are good enough to hold as a sort of holyday. Do not think you 
have been unwatched during the years you have been absent from ua. I 
have traced you through your dangers, your triumphs, your misfortunes, 
and was delighted to see that, whether in victory or defeat, the name of my 
old friend was always distjnguished with applause." 

The General made a suitable reply, and congratulated his friend on his 
new dignities, and the possession of a place and domain ao beautiful. 

" Ifay, you have seen nothing of it as yet," said Lord Woodville, " and I 
trnst you do not mean to leave ns till you are better acquainted with it. It 
is true, I confess, that my present party is pretty large, and the old house, 
like other plaoes of the kind, does not possess so much accommodation as 
the extent of the outward walls appears to promise. But we can give you 
a oomfortable old-fashioned room ; and I venture to suppose that your cam- 
paigns have taught you to bo glad of worse quarters." 

The General shrugged his shoulders, and laughed. "I presume," he 
said, " the worst apartment in your chateau is considerably superior to the 
old tobacco-cask, in which I was fain to take up my night's lodging when I 
was iu the Bush, as the Virginians call it, with the light corps. There I 
lay, like Diogenes himself, so delighted with my covering from the elements, 
that I made a vain attempt to have it rolled on to my next quarters ; but my 
commander for the time would give way to no such luxurious provision, and 
I took farewell of my beloved cask with tears in my eyes." 

"Well, then, since you do not fear youi quarters," said Lord Woodville, 
"you will stay with me a week at least. Of guns, dogs, fishing-rods, flies, 
and means of sport by sea and land, wo have' enough and to spare: ^ou 
cannot pitch on an amusement, hut we will pitch on tiie means of pursuing 
it. But if you prefer the gun and pointers, I will go with you myself, and 
see whether you have mended your shooting Mnoe you have been amongst 
the Indians of the back settlements." 
2k 
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The General gladly accepted his friendly host's proposal in all its points, 
diter a, marning of niaaly exercise, the company met at dinner, where it 
was the delight of Lord Woodville to conduce to the display of the high 
properties of his recovered friend, bo as to recommend him to his guests, 
most of whom ware persons of distinction. He led General Browne to 
speak of the scenes be had witnessed ; and as evei^ word marked alike the 
hrnve ofSeer and the sensible man, who retained possession of his cool 
judgment under the most imminent dangers, the company looked upon the 
soldier with general respect, aa no one who had proved himself possessed 
of an uncommon portion of personal courage — that attribute, of all others, 
of which every body desires to be thought possessed. 

The day at Woodville Castle ended as usual in such mansions. The hos- 



pitality stopped within the limits of good order ; music, in which the young 
1 — .t ,..„„ „ — R„; — j^ succeeded to the circulation of the bottle: cards and 



billiards, for those who preferred such amusements, were iu readiness : iiut 
the exercise of the morning required early hours, and not long after eleven 
o'clock the guests began to retire to their several apartments. 

The young lord himself conducted his friend. General Browne, to the 
chamber destined for him, which answered the description he had given of 
it, being coniforlable, but old-fashioned. The bed was of the massive form, 
used in the end of the seventeenth century, and the curtains of faded silk, 
heavily trimmed with tarnished gold. But then the sheets, pillows, and 
blankets looked delightful to the campaigner, when he thought of his man- 
sion, the cask. There was an air of gloom in the tapestry hanging') which 
with their worn-out graces, curtained the walls of the little chamber and 
gently undulated as the autumnal breeze found its way through the ancient 
lattice-window, which pattered and whistled as the air gained entrance 
The toilet too, with its mirror, turbaned, after the manner of the beginning 
of the century, with a coiffure of murrey-ooloured silk, and its hundred 
strange-shaped boxes, providing for arrangements which had been obsolete 
for more than fifty years, had an antique, and in so far a melancholy aspect 
But notliing could blaze more brightly and cheerfully than the two large 
wax candles ; or if aught could rival them, it was the flaming bickering 
fagots in tiie chimney, that sent at once their ^leam and their warmth 
through the snug apartment ; which, notwithstanding the general ■intiquity 
of its' appearance, was not wanting in the least convenience that modern 
habits rendered either necessary or desirable. 

" This is an old-fashioned sleeping apartment. General," said the young 
lord; "but I hope yon will find nothing that makes you envy your old 
tobacco-eask." 

" I am not particular respecting my loggings," replied the General ; " yet 
were I to make any choice, I would prefer this chamber by many degrees, 
to the gayer and more modem rooms of your family mansion. Believe me, 
that when I unite its modern air of comfort with its venerable antiquity, and 
recollect that it is your lordship's property, I shall feel in better quarters 
here, than if I were in the best hotel London could afford." 

" I trust — I have no doubt— that you will find yourself as comfortable aa 
I wish you, my dear General," said the young nobleman; and onoe more 
bidding his guest good-night, he shook him b^ the hand, and withdrew. 

The General again looked round him, and internally congratulating him- 
self on his return to peaceful life, the comforts of which were endeared by 
the recollection of the hardships and dangers he had lately sustained, un- 
dressed himself, and prepared himself for a luxurious night's rest. 

nere, contrary to the custom of this species of tale, we leave the General 
in possession of his apartment until tho next morning. 

The company assembled for breakfast at an early hour, but without the 
appearance of General Browne, who seemed tho guest that Lord "Woodville 
was desirous of honouring above all whom his hospitality had assembled 
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artrand him. He more than once espressed Burprise at the General's 
absence, and at length sent a servant to make inquiry after him. Tlie man 
t>rought back information that General Browne had been walking abroad 
since an early hour of the morning, in defiance of the weather, which was 
miBUr and un genial. 

" The custom of a soldier " — said the young nobleman to his friends ; 
"many of them aoqnire hab t I g 1 d t sleep after lie early 

hour at which their duty uc lly mm d th m t 1 alert." 

Tet the explanation whi h L d IV" d II th ff red to the company 
eeemed hardly satisfactory to h w m d d t was in a fit of silenoe 
and abstraction that heawtdtl t fthO neral. It took place 
near an hour after the breakfast b 11 h d H looted fatigued and 

feTerish. His hair, the powd d ra ^ m t f which was at this 

time one of the most imp t t p t f tn's whole day, and 

marked his fashion as much th p t tim the tying of a crayat^ 

or the want of one, was d h 11 d Id d f powder, and dank 

with dew. His clothes wer h ddl d th 1 negligence, remark- 

able in a military man, wh 1 pj. d 1 t are usually held to 

include some attention to the toilet; and hia looks were haggard and 
ghastly in a peculiar degree. 

" So you hare stolen ^ march upon ns this morning, my dear General," 
BMd Lord Woodville; "or yon have not found your bod so much to your 
mind as I had hoped and you seemed to expect. How did you rest last 

" Oh, excellently well ! remarkably well I never better in my life" — aaid 
General Browne rapidly, and yet with an air of embarrassment which was 
obvious to his friend. He then hastily swallowed a cup of tea, and neglect- 
ing or refusing whatever else was offered, seemed to fall into a fit of 
abstraction. 

" You will take the gun to-day. General ;" said his friend and host, but 
had to repeat the question twice ere he received the abrupt answer, "No, 
my lord ; I am sorry I cannot have the honour of spending another day 
With your lordship ; my post horses are ordered, and will be here directly." 

All who were present showed surprise, and Lord Woodvillo immediately 
replied, " Post horses, my good friend ! what can you possibly want with 
them, when you promisecl to stay with me quietly for at leaat a week?" 

"I believe," said the General, obviously much embarrassed, "that I 
might, in the pleaanre of my first meeting with your lordship, have said 
something about stopping here a few days ; but I have since found it alto- 
gether impossible." 

"That la ve^ extraordinary," answered the young nobleman. "You 
seemed quite disengaged yesterday, and you cannot have had a summons 
to-day ; for our post has not come up from the town, and therefore yon. 
cannot have received any lettors." 

General Browne, without giving any farther explanation, muttered some- 
thing of indispensable business, and insisted on the absolute necessity of 
his departure in a manner which silenced all opposition on the part of 
his host, vfho saw that hia resolution was taken, and forbore farther 
importunity. 

" At least, however," he said, " permit me, my dear Browne, since go you 
will or must, to show you the view from the torrace, which the mist, that is 
now rising, will soon display." 

He threw open a sash window, and stepped down upon the terrace as he 
spoke, The General followed him raeehanically, but seemed iitUo to attend 
to what his host was saying, as, looking across an extended and rich 
prospect, he pointed out the different objects worthy of observation. Thus 
tiiey moved on till Lord Woodvillo had attained hia purpose of drawing his 
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gaest entiwly apart from the rest of the company, wlicn, turning round 
upon him with an air of gi'eat flolomnitj, he addressed him thus ; 

" Richard Browne, my old and very dear friend, w© are now alone. Let 
me conjure Tou to answer ma upon the word of ft friend, and the honour of 
a EoHier. How did ^ou in reality rest daring last ni^ht ?" 

" Most wretchedly indeed, my lord," answered the General, in the same 
tone of solemnity ; — " so mijerablv, that I would not run the riak of such a 
second night, not only for all the lands heloDging to this castle, hut for all 
the country which I ace from this elevated point of yiew." 

" This is most extraordinary," BKid the young lord, as if spoalting to 
himself; "then there must be something in the reports concerning that 
apartment." Again turning to the General, he swd, "For God's sake, my 
dear friend, be candid with me, and let me know the disagreeable parti- 
culars, which hare befallen you under a roof, where, with consent of the 
owner, you should have met nothing save comfort." 

The Qeneral seemed distressed by this appeal, and paused a moment 
before he replied. " My dear lord," he at length said, " what happened W 
me last night is of a natuire so peculiar and so unpleasant, that I could hardly 
bring myself to detail it even to your lordship, were it not that, independent 
of my wiah to gratify any request of yours, I think that sincerity on my 
part may lead to some esplanation about a circumstance equally painful and 
mysterious. To others, (he communication I am about to make, might 
place me in the light of a weak-minded, superstitious fool who sufTered hia 
own imagination to delude and bewilder him ; but you have known me in 
childhood and youth, and will not suspect mo of having adopted in man- 
hood the feelings and frailties from whioh my early years were free." Here 
he paused, and his friend replied: 

" Do not doubt my perfect confidence in the truth of your communication, 
however stiange it may be," replied Lord WoodviHc ; " I know your firm- 
ness of disposition too well, to suspect you could be made the object of impo- 
sition, and am aware that your nonour and your friendship will equally 
deter you from exaggerating whatever you may have witnesaed." 

" Well then," said the General, " I will proceed with niy_ story as well as 
I can, relying upon your candour; and^et distinctly feeling that I would 
tather face a battery than reoali to my mind the odious reGolIectiong of last 
night." 

He paused a second time, and then perceiving that Lord Woodville 
remained silent and in an attitude of attention, he conimenoed, though not 
without obvious reluctance, the history of his night's adventures in the 
Tapestried Chamber, 

" I undressed and went to bed, bo soon as your lordship left me yesterday 
evening ; but the wood in the chimney, which nearly fronted my bed, biased 
brightly and cheerfully, and, aided by a hundred exciting reooileotlona of 
my childhood and youih, whioh had been recalled by the unexpected plea- 
sure of meeting your lordahip, prevented me from falling immediately 
asleep. I ought, hovrever, to say, that these refleotiona were all of a plea- 
sant and agreeable kind, grounded on a sense of haying for a time exchanged 
the labour, fatigues, and dangers of my profession, for the enjoyments of a 

Eeoceful life, and the reunion of those friendly and affectionate ties, whicli 
had torn asunder at the rude summons of war, 

"While such pleasing refleotious were stealing over mj mind, and gra- 
dually lulling me to slumber, I waa suddenly aroused by a sound like that 
of the rustling of a silken gown, and the tapping of a pair of high-heeled 
shoes, as if a woman were walking in the apartment. Ere I oould draw 
the curtain to see what the matter waa, the figure of a little woman pMsed 
between the bed and the fire. The back of this form was turned to me, 
and I could observe, from the shoulders and nock, it was that of an old 
woman, whoso dress was an oH-faehioued gown, which, I think, ladies call 
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a sacque ; that is, a sort of robe, completely loose in the body, but galliered 
into troad plaita upon the neck and shoulders, which fall down to the 
ground, and teiminata in a Bpeoiea of train. 

"I thought the iutrusion singulnr enough, hut never harboured for a mo- 
ment the idea tliat what I aaw was any thing more than the mortal form of 
some old woman about tlie eatablishment, who had a fancy to dreaa like her 
grandmother, and who, having perhaps (as your lordship mentioned that 
you were rather straitened for room) been dislodged from her chamber for 
my Qccommodation, had forgotten the oireumstanoe, and returned by twelve 
to her old haunt Under this persuasion I moTad myself in bed and coughed 
a little, to mate the intruder sensible of my being in posaeaaion of the pre- 
mises.— She turned slowly round, but gracious heaven! my lord, what a 
countenance did she display to me ! Taere was no longer any question 
what she was, or any thought of her being a living being. Upon a face 
which ■wore the fixed features of a corpse, were imprinted the traces of the 
vilest and most hideous passions which had animated her while she lived. 
The body of some atrocious criminal seemed ta have been given up from 
the grave, and the soul restored from the penal fire, in order to form, for a 
Bpace, a union with the ancient accomplice of its guilt. I started up in bed, 
and sat upright, supporting myself on my palms, as I gaaed on this horrible 
spectre. The hag made, as it seemed, a single and swift stride to the bed 
where I lay, and aqnalted herself down upon it, in precisely the same atti- 
tude which I had aaaumed in the extremity of horror, advancing her 
diabolical countenance within half a yard of mine, with a grin which 
seemed to intimate the malioe and the derision of an incarnate fiend." 

Here General Browne stopped, and wiped from his brow th Id ] p 
ration with which the recollection of his horrible vision had d t 

" My lord," he said, " I am no coward. I have been ia all tb t, 1 

dangers incidental b> my profession, and I may truly boast th t m n 
ever knew Eichard Browne dishonour the sword he wear b t tl 
horrible circumatances, under the eyes, and as it seemed Im t m the 

frasp of an incarnation of an evil spirit, all firmness forao km all man 
ood melted from me like wax in the. furnace, and I felt my I d 

dually bristle. The current of my life-blood ceased to flow, and I aank 
back in a swoon, as very a victim to panic terror as ever was a village girl, 
or a child of ten years old. How long I lay ia this condition I cannot pro- 
tend to guess. 

" But I was roused by the castle clooh striking one, ao loud that it aeemed 
as if it were in the very room. It was aome time before I dared open my 
eyea, lest they should again encounter the horrible spectacle. When, how- 
ever, I summoned courage to look up, she was no longer visible. My first 
idea was to pull my bell, wake the servants, and remove to a garret or a 
hay-loft, to be ensured against a second visitation. Nay, I will confess the 
tmth, that my resolution was altered, not by the shame of exposing myself, 
bnt by the fear that, as the bell-cord hung by the chimney, I might, in 
making my way to it, be again crossed by tEe fiendish h^, who, I flgured 
to myself, might be still lurking about some corner of the apartment. 

"I will not pretend to desotibe.what hot and cold fever-fits tormented me 
for the rest of the night, through broken sleep, weary vigils, and that 
dubious atate which forms the neutral ground between them. A hundred 
terrible objects appeared to haunt me ; but thero was the groat difference 
betwist the vision which I have described, and those which followed, that I 
knew the last to be deceptions of my own fancy and over-eicited nerves, 

" Bay at last appeared, and I rose from my bed ill in health, and humi' 
liated in mind. I waa ashamed of myself as a man and a soldier, and atill 
moto so, at feeling my own extreme desire to escape from the haunted 
ap^raont, which, however, conquered all other considerations ; so that, 
huddling on my c-Iothes with the most careless haste, I made my escape 
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from ymii- lordahlp's maQsion, to seek in the open air some relief to my 
nervous syatem, shaken as it ivas bj this horrible rencounter with a visitant, 
for such I mnst believe her, from the other world. Tour lordship has now 
heard the cause of my diaoomposure, and of my suddeu desire to leaya your 
hospitable castle. In other places I trust we may often meet; but God 
protect ms from ever spending a second night under that roof I" 

Strange as the General's t^e was, he spoke with such a deep air of eon" 
vielion, that it cut short nil the usual commentaries which are made on 
such stories. Lord Woodville never once asked him if he waa sure he did 
not dream of the apparition, or suggested any of the possibilities by which 
it is fashionable to explain supernatural appearances, as wild vagaries of 
the fancy, or deceptions of the optio nerves. On the contrary, he seemed 
deeply impressed witli the truth and reality of what he had heard; and, 
after a considerable pause, regretted, with much appearance of sincerity, 
that hia early friend should in his house have suffered so severely. 

" I am the more sorry for your pain, my dear Browne," he continued, 
" that it ia the unhappy, though most unexpected, result of an experiment 
of my own I You must know, that for my father and grandfather's time, 
at least, tie apartment which waa aaaigned to you last night, had been shut 
on account of reports that it waa disturbed by supernatural sights and 
noises. When I came, a few weeks since, into possession of the estate, I 
thought the accommodation, which the oastle afforded for my friends, was 
not extensive enough to permit the inhabitants of the invisible world to 
retain posseasion of a comfortable Bleeping apartment. I therefore caused 
the Tapestried Chamber, as we call it, to oe opened ; and without destroy- 
ing its air of antiquity, I had such new articles of furniture placed in it aa 
became the modern times. Yet aa the opinion that the room waa haunted 
very strongly prevailed among the domeatjea, and was also known in the 
neighbourhood and to many of my friends, I feared some prejudice might 
be entertained by the first occupant of the Tapestried Cfhamber, which 
might tend to revive the evil report which it had laboured under, and so 
disappoint my purpose of rendering it a useful part of the house. I must 
confess, my dear Browne, that your arrival yesterday, agreeable to me for a 
thousand reasons besides, seemed the most favourable opportunity of re- 
moving the unpleasant rumours whioh attached to the room, since your 
courage was indubitable and your mind free of any pre-ocoupation on the 
subject. I could not, therefore, have chosen a more fitting subject for my 
experiment." 

"Upon my life," aaid General Browne, somewhat hastily, "I am infi- 
nitely obliged to your lordship — very particularly indebted indeed. I am 
likely to remember for some time the consequoncoa of the experiment, as 
your lordahip is pleased to call it." 

"Nay, now you are unjust, ray dear friend," said Lord Woodville. "You 
have only to reflect for a single moment, in order to be convinced that I 
could not augur the possibility of the pain to which you havS been so un- 
happily exposed. I was yesterday morning a complete sceptic on the 
subject of supernatural appearances. Nay, I am sure that had I told you 
what was said about that room, those very reports would have induced you, 
by your own choice, to select it for your accommodation. It was my mis- 
fortune, perhaps my error, but really cannot be termed my fault, that you 
have been afflicted so strangely." 

" Strangely indeed 1" said trie General, resuming hia good temper ; " and 
I acknowledge that I have no right to be offended with your lordship for 
treating me Ska what I used to think myBcIf-— a man of some firmneaa and 
courage. — But I see my post horses are arrived, and I must not detain your 
lordship from your amusement." ^^ 

"Nay, my old friend," said Lord Woodville, "sinoe ^oa cannot stay with 
as another day, which, indeed, I can no longer urge, give me at least half 
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an hour more. Tou used to love piotarea, aod I have a gallery of portraits, 
some of them by Vandyke, representing ancestry to -whom tliis property 
and castle formerly belonged, I think that several of them will etrike you 
as posaessint; merit." 

General Browne aocepted the invitaUon, though somewhat unwillingly. 
It was evident he waa not to breathe freely or at ease till he loft Woodville 
Castle far behind him. He could not refuse his friend's invitation, how- 
ever ; and the less so, that he was a little ashamed of the peevishness which 
he had displayed towards hia well-meaning entertainer. 

The General, therefore, followed Lord Woodville through several rooms, 
into a long gallery hung with pictures, which the latter pointed out to his 
gueat, telling the names, and giving aome account of the personages whose 

{lortraite presented themselves in progreaaion. General Browne was but 
ittle intereaied in the details which these aceounta conveyed to him. They 
were, indeed, of the kind which are usually found in an old family gallery. 
Here was a cavalier who had rained the estate in the royal cause ; there a 
fine lady who had reinstated it by contracting a match with a wealthy 
Roundhead. There hung a gallant who had been in danger for correspond- 
ing with the esiled Court at SL Germain's ; here one who had taken arms 
for William, at theEevolutioa; and-there a third that had thro v*n his weight 
^ternately into the scale of whig and tory. 
While Lord Woodville was cramming these words into hia gue'"^'- "- 



"against the stomach of his sense," they gained the middle of the gallery, 
when ha beheld General Browne suddenfr start, and assume an attitude 
of the utmost surprise, not unmixed with fear, as his eyes were caught ai 



suddenly riveted by a portrait of an old lady in a sacque, the fashionable 
dress of the end of the seventeenth century. 

"There she is I" he oselaimed; "there she is, in form and features, 
though inferior in demoniac expresaion, to the accursed hag who visited me 
laat night!" 

" If that be the case," said the young nobleman, " there can remain no 
longer any doubt of the horrible reality of your apparition. That is the 
picture of a wretched ancestress of mine, of whose crimes a black and 
fearful catalogue is recorded in a family history in my char ter-cb est. The 
recital of them would be too horrible ; it is enough to say, that in yon fatal 
apartment incest and unnatural murder were committed. I will restore it 
to the solitude, to which the better judgment of those who preceded roe had 
consigned it; and never shall any one, so long as I can prevent it, be ex- 
poaef to a repetition of the aupernatural horrors which could shake such 
courage as yours." 

Thus the friends, who had met with each glee, parted in a very different 
mood ; Lord Woodville to command the Tapestriea Chamber to bo unman- 
tled, and the door built up ; and General Browne to seek in some less 
beautiful country, and with some less dignified friend, forgetfulneas of the 
painful night which be had passed in Woodville Castle. 
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[The manner in which this trifle was introdaced at the time 
M. Rejnolds, editor of tho Keepsake of 1828, leaveB 
preface.] 



YoCT liave asked me, sir, to point out a subject for the pencil, and I feel 
the difficulty of complying with jour request; although I am not certainly 
unaccustomed to literary composition, or a total stranger to the stores of 
history and tradition, ■which afford the heat copies for the painter's art. 
But although SKut pietura poesis is an ancient and undispn ted axiom — 
although poetry and painting both address themselves to the same object 
of exciting the human imagination, by presenting to it pleasing or sublime 
images of idea] scenes ; yet the one oonyaying rtsolf through the ears to 
the understanding, and the other applying its^f only to the eyes, the sub- 
jects which are best suited to the bard or tale-teller are often totally unfit 
for painting, where the artist must present in a. single glance all that his 
art haa power to tell us. The artist can neither recapitulate the past nor 
intimate the future. The single note is all which he can present ; and 
hence, unquestionably, many subjects which delight us in poetry, or in 
narrative, whether re^ or fictitious, cannot with advantage be transferred 

Being in some degree aware of these difficulties, though doubtless unac- 
quainted both with their estent, and the means by which they may ha 
modified or surmounted, I have, nevertheless, ventured to draw up the fol- 
lowing traditional narrative as a story in which, when the general details 
are known, tho interest is eo much concenti'ated in one strong moment of 
agonizing passion, that it can be understood, and sympathized with, at a 
single glance. I therefore presume that it may be acceptable as a hint to 
some one among the numerous artists, who have of late years distinguished 
themselves as rearing up and supporting the British school. 

Enough has been said and sung about 



to render the habits of the tribes who inhabited them before the union of 
England and Sootiand familiar to most of your readers. The rougher and 
sterner features of their chajracter were softened by their attachment to the 
fine Hits, from which has arisen the saying that, on the frontiers every dale 
had ita battle, and every river its song. A rude species of chivalry was ia 
(416) 
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conatant use, and single comliatH were practised aa the amuaoment of the 
few intervals of truee tfhioli suspended the exercise of war. The invote- 
Tacy of this cuBtam may ba inferred from the following incident; — 

Bernard Gilpin, the apostle of the north, the first who undertook to preach 
tlie Protestant doctrines to the Border dalesmen, was surprised, on entering 
one of their churches, to eee a gauntlet, or m^l-gloye, hanging abore the 
altar. Upon inquiring the meaning of a symbol so indecorous being dis- 
played in that sacred place, he was informed by the clerk, that the gloro 
was that of a famous swordsman who hung it there aa an emblem of a 
general challenge and gage of battle, to any who should dare to take the 
fatal token down. " Reach it t-o me," said the reverend churchman. The 
clerk and sexton equally declined the perilous office; and the good Bernard 
Gilpin was obliged to remove the glove with his own hands, desiring those 
who were present to inform the champion, that be, and no other, had pos- 
sessed himself of the gage of defiance. Hut the champion was aa much 
ashamed to face Bernard Gilpin as the officials of the church bad been to 
displace his pledge of combat. 

The date of the following story is about the latter years of Queen Eliza- 
beth's reign ; and the events toolc place in Liddesdalo, a hillj' and pastoral 
district of Roxburghshire, which, on a part of its boundary, is divided from 
England only by a small river; 

During the good old times of rugging and riving, (that is, tug^ng and 
tearing,) under which term the disorderly doings of the warlike age are 
afieetionatoly remembered, this vaUeif was principally cultivated by the sept 
or clan of the Armstrongs. The chief of this warlike race was the Laird 
of Mangertown. At the period of which I speak, the estate of Manger- 
town, with the power and dignity of chief, was possessed by John Arm- 
strong, ft maa of great size, strength and courage. While his father was 
alive, he was distinguished from others of his clan who bore the same 
name by the epithet of the Laird's Jook, that is to say, the Laird's son Jock, 
or Jaok. This name he distinguished by so many bold and desperate 
achievements, that he retained it even after his father's death, and is men- 
tioned under it both in authentic records and in tradition. Some of his 
feats are recorded in the Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border, and others 
mentioned in contemporary chronicles. 

At the species of singular combat which we have described, the Laird's 
Jock was unrivalled ; and no champion of Cumberland, Westmoreland, or 
Northumberland, could endure the sway of the huge two-handed sword 
which he wielded, and which few others could even lift. This "awful 
Bword," as the oommoo people term it, was as dear to him as Dnrindana or 
Fushberta to their respective masterfs, and was nearly as formidable to his 
enemies as those renowned falchions proved to the foes of Christendom. 
The weapon had been bequeathed to him by a celebrated English outlaw 
named Hobbie Noble, who, having committed some deed for whioh he was 
in danger from justice, fled to Liddesdale, and became a follower, or rather 
a brother-in-arms, to the renowned Laird's Jock ; till, venturing into Eng- 
land with a small escort, a fwthless guide, and with a light single-handed 
Bword instead of his ponderous brand, Hobbio Woble, attacked by superior 
numhera, was made prisoner and executed. 

With this weapon, and by means of bis own strength and address, the 
Laird's Jook maintained the reputation of the beat swordsman on the Bor- 
der side, and defeated or slew many who ventured to dispute with him tha 
formidable title. 

But years pass on with the strong and the brave as with the feeble and 

the timid. In prooesa of time, the Laird's Jook grew incapable of wielding 

his weapon, and finally of all active exertion, even of the most ordinary 

kind. Ths disabled champion became at length totally bed-ridden, and 
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